
Special Announcement regarding Collins Dining Hall 
 

Date: October 3, 2013 
 
Dear Collins Residents: 
 
In the past year, Baylor has undergone a study of dining services on campus. With the opening of East 
Village Dining Commons and the information received through the study, it has been determined that 
the best approach to providing high-quality dining, while managing the primary factors that impact the 
cost of meal plans, the university should implement a strategy that focuses on operating four dining 
halls starting in the fall of 2014. This plan will be integrated into the overall residential living expansion 
and renovation process, which this year resulted in the opening of Teal Residential College, Earle Hall 
and the East Village Dining Commons, as well as the refurbishment of South Russell Hall (opening fall 
2014). North Russell Hall will be refurbished during the 2014-2015 year, with eight other residence halls 
scheduled in the following years. In the near future we plan to renovate Penland and Memorial dining 
facilities, while closing Collins Dining Hall (as of the fall of 2014) and renovating the space.  
 
We are excited to announce that Baylor will be hiring architects to work with students, faculty and staff 
to redesign Collins Dining Hall into a space that provides additional service and learning opportunities 
for Collins’ residents. Some of these options could include a workout area, a large study lounge with soft 
seating, and a social area for hall gatherings and watching TV and movies together. 
  
In closing, we want to reiterate that the Collins Dining Hall will remain open through the remainder of 
this academic year (May 2014). Furthermore, this change along with the others outlined above are 
intended to strengthen our ability to offer high quality dining services while managing costs to our 
students. In doing so, we will continue to enhance the living and learning environment of campus and 
provide good stewardship of our resources.   
  
Thank you. 
  
Jeff Doyle, Dean for Student Learning & Engagement 
Brian Nicholson, Associate Vice President for Facilities, Planning, and Construction 
 


