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Conference
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Gathering, informing, and
supporting parents of gifted
students

APRIL 17
9:00 A.M.–3:00 P.M.
VIRTUAL CONFERENCE VIA ZOOM

KEYNOTE
9:00 a.m.- 9:50 a.m.

What Parents Should Know About Social
and Emotional Needs of Gifted Learners
Being a parent is challenging even in the best of times. When your child is academically
advanced or identified as gifted, this brings some additional considerations, knowledge of
which can help you become a more effective parent. In this session, Dr. Michael
Matthews of the University of North Carolina at Charlotte will discuss some of the issues
that parents of academically advanced learners may face at different points in their
child's development. In addition to underachievement, perfectionism, and growing up as
a gifted child in today’s environment, parents will learn more about how to help their child
cope with some commonly encountered sources of stress in their lives.

Dr. Michael S. Matthews
Michael S. Matthews, Ph.D., holds the rank of Professor at the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte where he directs the M.Ed.
concentration in gifted education and works with students ranging from
Honors undergraduates and practicing teachers to doctoral candidates
studying gifted education. His research focuses on topics related to
gifted identification, underachievement, and homeschooling of
academically advanced learners. Dr. Matthews has served on the
Board of Directors of the National Association for Gifted Children and
as Chair of the Research on Giftedness, Creativity, & Talent special
interest group of the American Educational Research Association, and
he currently serves as Co-Editor of the journal Gifted Child Quarterly.
In 2020, Dr. Matthews received the Distinguished Service Award from
the North Carolina Association for the Gifted & Talented. In addition to
his career in gifted education, Dr. Matthews is the proud parent of
three children who have participated in varied gifted program settings
and magnet school programs across elementary, middle, and high
school settings.
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What Can We Learn From “Above-Level”
Achievement Tests?
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BREAKOUT
SESSION 1
10:00 a.m.-10:50 a.m.

Texas GT Requirements: What Must Public Schools
Do? How Can Families Support Compliance?
Texas requires all public school districts to identify and provide services to gifted
and talented students. What can families learn from these Texas mandates? If
your district isn’t following requirements or recommendations, can GT families
bring about changes? Learn how to locate and communicate with local families
about Texas GT expectations for public schools, including acceleration and
meeting the needs of special populations.

Emily
VillamarRobbins
and
Kimberley
Barber
Davis

Emily Villamar-Robbins is a parent of two GT-identified public school students and a volunteer
for local and state organizations supporting public education and GT education. She is a graduate
of Harvard Law School, completed a graduate certificate in gifted education, and has served as a
member of the Texas Commissioner of Education’s Advisory Council for Gifted Education since
2018. She currently serves on the board of the Gifted Education Family Network. Kimberley
Barber Davis’ gifted advocacy journey began when founding SAGE, a GT parent group in
Grapevine/Colleyville ISD, and advocating for the creation of the district's Gifted and Talented
Advisory Committee. She later served a 3-year term on the GCISD School Board and helped
rebrand the former TAGT Parent and Community Advocates Division. She’s a founding member
of the board of the newly created Gifted Education Family Network. Her three GT identified
children are now in middle school, high school, and college, so the need for parent education and
networking just continues to evolve!

Don't Be Fooled! Debunking Common Myths About
Gifted Kids
Come learn about commonly held beliefs about gifted kids, and why educational
psychologists (and research!) have proven them wrong. We will address social
and emotional issues, overexcitabilities, sensitivities, and learning styles.
Hope (Bess) Wilson, Ph.D., is an associate professor at the University of North Florida, past
Research and Evaluation Chair for the National Association for Gifted Children, and recipient of
the Early Leader Award. She has authored more than 20 book chapters and peer-reviewed
articles about gifted education and educational psychology. She is the coauthor of the book,
Letting Go of Perfect, a guide for parents and teachers about perfectionism.

Bess
Wilson,
Ph.D.

BREAKOUT
SESSION 2
11:00 a.m.– 11:50 a.m.

District Trustee Panel: GT Services and Your School
Board Moderated by Kimberley Barber Davis
What is the role of a school district's Board of Trustees in shaping GT services in
Texas? How can parents of GT students collaborate with board members to support
GT programming? What are the most effective, and ineffective, ways to
communicate with elected Trustees? Learn from Trustees in three different Texas
school districts about the role of a Trustee, the impact of school boards on GT
programs, and effective communication strategies for stakeholders.
Angie Hanan, M.Ed., is the mom of a high school freshman. She is the immediate past president of the Fort
Bend Association of Parents for Academic Excellence (PACE) and has been an active parent member of the
FBISD GT Task Force since its inception in 2017. She currently serves as a board officer for the Gifted Education
Family Network (GEFN). Jorge Rodríguez has been on the GCISD School Board since 2008 and was the Board
President in 2012 and 2013. He wants to ensure that the district meets the diverse educational needs of all
children in our community. He is passionate about high academic standards, particularly in math and science,
which will propel all students to higher levels of college education. Rodríguez has an undergraduate degree in
electrical engineering from the University of Puerto Rico, a master's degree in electrical engineering from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison and a master in business administration from the University of Dallas. Tracy
Fisher got involved in education early as a parent in Coppell, TX. Tracy’s passion for “raising the ceiling” in
education led her to found the Coppell Gifted Association (CGA) 15 years ago. Tracy served as the “Parent
Advocate” member on the Texas Association of the Gifted and Talented (TAGT) Board of Directors and is past
chair of both the Parent Division and Membership Involvement Committee. In 2012, Tracy was awarded TAGT
State Parent of the Gifted and also won her election to the Coppell ISD School Board. Kimberley Barber Davis’
gifted advocacy journey began when founding SAGE, a GT parent group in Grapevine/Colleyville ISD, and
advocating for the creation of the district's Gifted and Talented Advisory Committee. She later served a 3-year
term on the GCISD School Board and helped rebrand the former TAGT Parent and Community Advocates
Division. She’s a founding member of the GEFN board

Angie Hanan,
Jorge
Rodríguez,
Tracy Fisher,
and Kimberley
Barber Davis

Creative at Home: 5 Ways to Build Creative Thinkers
In this session, parents will learn five ways they can nurture creativity in their
children. Parents will explore creative environments, how to advocate for creativity
at their child’s school, and more. Parents will also have the opportunity to engage
with one another to brainstorm ways to build creative thinkers at home.
Kristen N. Lamb, Ph.D. (University of North Texas), is an assistant professor in the College of Education at the
University of Alabama. Previously, she was a classroom teacher which she continues to use to inform her
research as well as her work with other classroom teachers. She studies equity issues in advanced and
accelerated academics, the role of creativity in the talent development of high ability students, and classroom
conditions conducive to developing creative thinking and advanced academic achievement. Dr. Lamb is the coauthor of Developing Creativity in the Classroom: Learning and Innovation for 21st-Century Schools, and she
has published a number of articles and invited book chapters on the topics of creativity and gifted education.

Kristen
Lamb,
Ph.D.

BREAKOUT
SESSION 3
1:00 p.m.– 1:50 p.m.

Legislative Advocacy: Make Your Voice Count
In states where gifted education services are required, those requirements begin
with the state legislature. Why do your state legislators need to know and care
about GT education? How can you make that happen? What else can you do as
an individual to support GT advocacy during legislative sessions? Join a
conversation between an experienced public education advocate and a board
member for the Gifted Education Family Network and learn the importance of
your own voice in statewide GT education. Time for Q&A will be provided.

Tracy Fisher and
Emily VillamarRobbins

Tracy Fisher got involved in education early as a parent in Coppell, TX. Tracy’s passion for
“raising the ceiling” in education led her to found the Coppell Gifted Association (CGA) 15 years
ago. Tracy served as the “Parent Advocate” member on the Texas Association of the Gifted and
Talented (TAGT) Board of Directors and is past chair of both the Parent Division and Membership
Involvement Committee. In 2012, Tracy was awarded TAGT State Parent of the Gifted and also
won her election to the Coppell ISD School Board. Emily Villamar-Robbins is a parent of two
GT-identified public school students and a volunteer for local and state organizations supporting
public education and GT education. She is a graduate of Harvard Law School, completed a
graduate certificate in gifted education, and has served as a member of the Texas Commissioner
of Education’s Advisory Council for Gifted Education since 2018. She currently serves on the
board of the Gifted Education Family Network.

What Can We Learn From “Above-Level” Achievement
Tests?
Many talent search programs offer “above-level” achievement tests, such as the
Duke TIP program, which administered ACT/SAT to seventh-grade students.
Above-level testing is important to understanding student potential because it
removes the artificial “test ceiling” and allows students to demonstrate exceptional
performance. In this session, we will review what above-level achievement data
tell us and how families can use these data to advocate for students.
Joni Lakin, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of Educational Research at the University of
Alabama and an affiliate of the Gifted Education and Talent Development Office (GETDO) at UA.

Joni
Lakin,
Ph.D.

