
Sentiments of the Spring 2021 
Graduating Class 

 
I want to thank my wife, Mom, Dad, my dogs, and all the rest of my family and friends. I would never 
have made it to this day without all your love and support. I love you all and cannot thank you enough. 
Tamer Tarek Abouras 
B.A., Rowan University 
Hometown – Williamstown, New Jersey 
 
Thank you to my parents for their unending support and belief in me, my sister for her optimism, my 
soon-to-be wife, Emily, for her steadfast love, and my friends and family for their care. Above all, thanks 
be to God for His goodness. 2 Cor. 12:9-10 
John Drake Anton 
B.B.A., Southern Methodist University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Thank you to Mom, Dad, Luke, all of the friends I made here, and more. When I felt like I was at my 
lowest, y'all were there to build me up. Whatever I've accomplished here at Baylor Law, it's all because 
of your support. 
Sara Kernan Babineaux 
B.A., Texas Christian University 
Hometown – Lafayette, Louisiana 
 
Drew Anne Beglau 
B.S., Portland State University 
Hometown – Salem, Oregon 
 
Thank you to my parents who selflessly provided in every single way in order for me to pursue my 
educational dreams; my fiancé, Brax, who continually encouraged me to the finish line; and David 
Henry, who advocated for me from the very beginning. 
Sheridan Faith Berry 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Germantown, Tennessee 
 
To my family, I would not be here today without your unwavering support. It has meant more than you 
could ever know. To my law school family, thank you for being by my side through it all. I love y’all 
endlessly. 
Shannon Janelle Black 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Thank you, friends, family, and professors, without whom this would have been entirely impossible. 
Remember: our education is a gift – meant to improve each others' lives and leave our communities and 
the world better than how we found it. 
Caleb Ian Bortner 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Cedar Creek, Texas 
 



 
 

"Real change, enduring change, happens one step at a time." – Ruth Bader Ginsburg  
Thank you to my friends and family for hanging in there with me the last couple of years, I know it has 
been a ride. I love you Mom & Dad. 
Kaylyn Marie Bradshaw 
B.S., Missouri State University 
Hometown – Marshfield, Missouri 
 
To my parents, thank you for believing in me from the beginning. To my grandparents, thank you for 
teaching me to chase big dreams and supporting me when I went after those dreams. And to my 
brother, thanks for listening when I needed a good cry. 
Elizabeth Grace Bregard 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Flower Mound, Texas 
 
I want to thank my wife and my family for always loving me, supporting me, making sacrifices for me, 
and believing in me. 
Andrew Christopher Brown 
B.S., University of Mississippi 
Hometown – McComb, Mississippi 
 
I want to thank my wife, my parents, my brother, and all my other friends and family for all of their love 
and support. I would not have made it through law school without them. 
Scott Andrew Butler 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Thank you, Mom for teaching me to love learning, Dad for teaching me the value of work, and all my 
family and friends for your love and support. Above all, thank you Meaghan for being by my side for the 
late nights, early mornings, and every step of the way. 
Jason Reed Carr 
B.A., Brigham Young University 
Hometown – Vacaville, California 
 
I cannot thank my family, friends, and Baylor Law enough for their constant love, support, and 
reassurance. To my Mom, Dad, siblings, and family: thank you for inspiring and motivating me to be as 
amazing as you are. I hope to keep making you proud. 
Cody MacJackson Carter 
B.S., Baylor University 
Hometown – Lufkin, Texas 
 
“Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made 
your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.” 1 Timothy 6:12. Thanks for the support Mom, 
Dad, and Charis. 
Clay Colman Casey 
B.A., Texas State University 
Hometown – Clute, Texas 
 



 
 

Thank you to my family and friends for your love and support over these last three years. I am especially 
thankful to my parents; without their support and encouragement, I would not be here today. Thank 
you for always believing in me! 
Rachel Diane Champion 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Georgetown, Texas 
 
Thank you, Hannah, for all that you do. I love you.  
Casey Jo Cochran 
B.S., Grand Valley State University 
Hometown – Niles, Michigan 
 
Nikki Brianne Coker 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Spring Branch, Texas 
 
I owe a debt of gratitude to my loved ones for supporting me through Baylor Law. To my parents: thank 
you for teaching me the value of speaking for those who cannot. To my wife: thank you for your 
unconditional love and showing me the value of empathy. 
Christopher James Cole 
B.A., Texas State University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Thank you, Mom and Dad, for your unwavering love and support throughout every chapter of life. You 
both believe in me when I don't always believe in myself, and I will forever appreciate your constant 
encouragement. 
Victoria Elizabeth Cooper 
B.S., University of Arkansas 
Hometown – Nederland, Texas 
 
"Buck up little Bronco" - Robert Little 
And that's how I got through law school. An endless amount of thanks to my ever-supportive Mom & 
Dad, Blake, my dogs (and I guess the cat), and all of my wonderful friends and mentors. 
Jessica Dale Cox 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Brandon, Mississippi 
 
Thank you, Mom, Dad, and Josh, for supporting me and giving me love these last few years. I love you so 
much, and I couldn’t have done this without you! 
Nicole Briana Croslen 
B.A., B.S., University of Texas 
Hometown – Cibolo, Texas 
 
 
 
 



 
 

I would like to thank my family and friends for all the support they have given me over the past three 
years. Law school has been one of the most challenging experiences of my life, but I am so fortunate to 
have such a great support system around me. 
Blake Jackson Crowley 
B.B.A., Texas Christian University 
Hometown – Edmond, Oklahoma 
 
Thank you to all those who made this day possible for me. My parents for always pushing me to work 
hard. My wife for her support through practice court during the first year of our marriage. And Andrew 
Brown for going through 7 months of hell with me. 
William Rafic de los Santos 
B.A., University of Dallas 
Hometown – San Antonio, Texas 
 
To my professors, thank you for holding us to the highest standard in preparation for practice. To my 
classmates, thank you for a community that I treasure beyond words. Finally, to my amazing wife, I am 
eternally grateful for your love and support. 
Chandler Michael Dean  
H.B.S., The University of Utah 
Hometown – Aledo, Texas 
 
Thank you to my family for their continuous love and support and to my friends for being a constant 
source of laughter and joy.  “Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly” -Micah 6:8 
Nicole Ann DeVincenzi  
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Walnut Creek, California 
 
"The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." —Eleanor Roosevelt 
Thank you, Mom and Dad, for helping me realize my dreams. 
Chloe Paige Simpson Dixon 
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
I should have watched Full Metal Jacket first. 
Joseph Trenton David Doke, Jr. 
B.S., Texas A&M University - Commerce 
Hometown – Winnsboro, Texas 
 
I thank my friends, family members, Fazoli's, and countless others who helped me get through these last 
three years. To all future Baylor Law students facing Practice Court, "You'll Never Walk Alone"! 
Fernando Sebastian Domene 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Brownsville, Texas 
 
 
 
 



 
 

I am extremely blessed for the love and support of my parents, sister, fiancée, and her parents. Good 
luck to my classmates as we go out to change the world for the better. 
Miles Vernon Emery 
B.S., University of Texas 
Hometown – Huntsville, Alabama 
 
To my family, thanks for all of the love and support over the last three years. I could not have completed 
the journey without you. To my fellow Baylor Lawyers, thank you for making every day of law school 
memorable and full of joy.  
Thomas Delante Evans 
B.S., United States Military Academy at West Point 
Hometown – Laurel, Maryland 
 
I want to thank my younger self for taking the plunge and somehow making it to this day. None of it 
would have been possible without the family, mentors, professors, and friends that saw something in 
me when I didn’t. Love and thanks to you all. 
Zoe Grace Fedde 
B.A., University of Colorado Boulder 
Hometown – Fowler, Colorado 
 
Thank you to my Mom & Dad for your unconditional love & support and for teaching me how to make 
good choices. You are my biggest role models & I am eternally grateful to y’all. Thank you to my fiancé, 
Daniel, for always believing in me and loving me!  
Victoria Adina Filoso 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Toronto, Ontario 
 
We students now go down a path we have built. Where we go, we are not alone for the Baylor Lawyers 
of all time have tread this path we now take. With Godspeed we now take our first step into the void - 
caught by all we were taught at our Baylor Law. 
Wyatt Erving Fraga 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Victoria, Texas 
 
Because of Ting, Carly, Jean, Charles, Robert, Caitlin, Hans, Brian, Suraj, Anthony, Jaime, Bernardo, 
Jessie, Amanda, Sarah, Toby, and Spooky... and Keke too, I guess. 
James Francis Fryer 
B.A., University of Oregon 
M.S., London School of Economics 
Hometown – Portland, Oregon 
 
A round of thank-yous: to my family for your endless encouragement; to my mentor Judge Manske for 
your guidance; and finally, to my husband Kyle for your love and support. I wouldn't be here without any 
of you! 
Elizabeth Belle Gardner 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 



 
 

I can't express how thankful I am for my seven years at Baylor (even the law school part). Thank you 
Mom, Dad, Abby, Lane, and all the other family and friends that got me through it. Sic 'em forever. 
William James Gober 
B.B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – San Angelo, Texas 
 
Thank you to my family and friends who have supported me throughout this process. I know I have 
made people feel like they went to law school with me because of how much I talked about it, but I 
would like them to know how grateful I am to them. 
Bernardo Rafael Gonzalez 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
M.A.E.I.S., Centre International de Formation Européenne 
Hometown – Del Rio, Texas 
 
To all my teachers, peers, and especially my parents, all I can say is thank you. I will never be able to fully 
repay all of the support, encouragement, and love that has been given to me, but I promise I will never 
stop trying to. 
Benjamin Edward Griffin 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Fort Worth, Texas 
 
Thanks to my friends & family, I love you all and couldn't have made it this far without your help. I hope 
this shows anyone can accomplish anything they want no matter their background with some 
determination, support, and Going Beyond! Plus Ultra!! 
Juan Reynaldo Guajardo, Jr. 
B.B.A., University of Texas, Rio Grande Valley 
Hometown – Alamo, Texas 
 
To my wife Lauren, you have been the most accommodating, selfless partner I could ask for on this 
endeavor. To Graham and Elliott, thank you for teaching me family comes first. To my parents, thank 
you for teaching me to never settle. I love you all. 
Jeffrey Robert Gunnell 
B.S., Brigham Young University 
Hometown – Denver, Colorado 
 
Thanks to my Dad for all of the phone check-ins and my Mom for indulging my very specific prayer 
requests (about which advocacy exercise observers I did and did not want). I love y'all! Psalm 16:7-11  
Sarah Elizabeth Hayes 
B.S.W., University of Texas 
Hometown – Kerrville, Texas 
 
When I felt that I had reached my limit, the love and support of my family and friends kept me going. I 
hope that I made y'all proud. Romans 8:18. Labor Omnia Vincit. 
Emmanuel Hoffmann II 
B.A., Midwestern State University 
Hometown – Abilene, Texas 
 



 
 

Thank you to my family, friends, and loved ones for your support and love over the last three years. I am 
so grateful to have you in my life. Today, I am proud to enter this profession. I look forward to serving 
individuals and the community. 
Hannah Bailey Hoke 
B.S., University of Texas 
Hometown – Montgomery, Texas 
 
Mom, you're my role model and cheerleader. Somehow, 21 years of first days of school later, you're still 
just as enthusiastic. O'Neal/Will, thanks for the laughs and support. RJ, I sure am glad I asked you to sit 
with me that first week of school. 
Margaret Camille Hunt 
B.A., Washington and Lee University 
Hometown – Dallas, Texas 
 
I owe a big thank you to Mom, Dad, and the rest of my family and friends who supported me over the 
past three years. 
Matthew Markestad Johnson 
B.B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Waco, Texas 
 
Baylor Law School has taught me the value of the law and good character. I am proud to be called a 
Baylor Lawyer.  
Donte Lamont Jones 
B.A., University of St. Thomas 
Hometown – Houston, Texas 
 
As we stand on the threshold of graduation, we may get the feeling that this is the end. This is really the 
beginning. Thank you to my parents, fam & friends. Jesus, your grace was truly sufficient for me, your 
power was made perfect in my weakness. 
Whitney Denae King 
B.B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Cedar Park, Texas 
 
Frank Blair Lander III 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Houston, Texas 
 
I want to thank my friends and family for their support. 
Rachel Thien Le 
B.S.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Flower Mound, Texas 
 
Dad, Allison, Mitchy, Mattie, Cyn, Katy, Jenny, and Austin: It is impossible to put into words how grateful 
I am for your constant love and support. I wouldn’t be here without y’all. WE DID IT! Now let’s go open 
Lesowski & Lesowski and sue some people, Dad.  
Emily Lyn Lesowski 
B.S., University of Oregon 
Hometown – Portland, Oregon 



 
 

 
Daniel William Brock Lewis 
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Dallas, Texas 
 
After graduation, Reid plans to return to Parker Highlander PLLC and work in patent law. During his time 
at Baylor, Reid enjoyed working with the IP clinic as well as interacting with all of the wonderful people 
from faculty, staff, and colleagues. 
Samuel Reid Long 
B.A., B.S., University of Texas 
Ph.D., University of Texas 
Hometown – Sulphur Springs, Texas 
 
I’d like to thank my Mom, Dad, and Aunt Barbara for supporting me through law school. I’ll also give 
special recognition to my boyfriend, John, and my dog, Steve, for always being there for me. I could not 
have done this without them!  
Taylor Collien Malatek 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Gonzales, Texas 
 
Thank you to my Dad for encouraging me to work hard and inspiring me to take on challenges, my Mom 
for reminding me to smile and have fun, and all of my family and friends for supporting me through all I 
do. Sic 'em Bears! Sic 'em 7 years! 
Mollie Elizabeth Mallory 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Southlake, Texas 
 
"The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put 
on the armor of light." Romans 12:13 KJV 
Brad Luke McCowan Perez 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Victor, New York 
 
Thank you to my Mom and Dad for the prayer, encouragement, and love that carried me through, 
Baylor Law for my education and introducing me to my future husband, and the Lord for being my 
foundation and reason I'm here. Isaiah 41:10 
Taylor Nicole McCullough 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Prairie Village, Kansas 
 
I want to especially thank Professors Zdzislaw Wieckowski and Gena Turner for their kindness and 
encouragement. 
Trevor Scott McGuire 
B.A., Princeton University 
Hometown – Lometa, Texas 
 
 
 



 
 

Angus Stewart McSwain 
B.S., Baylor University 
Hometown – Waco, Texas 
 
I want to thank my Dad, brother, and Emily for always being there for me during the hardest times. Most 
of all, I want to thank my Mom, for always challenging me and pushing me to be better while loving me 
none the less. Rest easy Momma, I love you. 
Miles Daniel Moody IV 
B.A., University of South Carolina 
Hometown – Ocean, New Jersey 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to my amazing parents! None of this would have been possible without 
your endless love and support. To my fiancé, Chase, thank you for believing in me, encouraging me, and 
dealing with all the stress-induced tears. 
Maria Ellena Moore 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Tyler, Texas 
 
"The road goes ever on and on, down from the door where it began. Now far ahead the road has gone, 
and I must follow if I can." -Tolkien   Thank you to my family for their support, Professors Nichols and 
Henry for their mentorship, and to God for guiding me on my road.  
Mark William Murphy 
B.A., University of Denver 
Hometown – Falcon, Colorado 
 
To Mom, Dad, Patrick, and Sydney: Thank you for all the love and support. I love you all! 
Nicholas Edward Najera 
B.S., University of Notre Dame 
Hometown – El Paso, Texas 
 
So many people have invested in me and my growth as a professional and as a person. My goal is to do 
the same for others. A huge thanks to my family and friends. I will forever be indebted to all of you. 
Sarah Patricia Neiman 
B.A., Pepperdine University 
Hometown – Sugar Grove, Illinois 
 
I want to thank my Mom and my grandparents for all of their continued support! Good luck to everyone 
after graduation! 
Kevin Paul Nichols 
B.S., Westfield State University 
Hometown – Rehoboth, Massachusetts 
 
Thank you to all of the family, friends, professors, and mentors that helped me and tolerated me 
throughout this challenging law school experience! 
Troy Austin Officer 
B.A., Oklahoma Baptist University 
Hometown – Edmond, Oklahoma 
 



 
 

Thank you to my family for always giving me the love, support and encouragement to pursue my 
dreams. I am grateful for your love and support in helping me achieve my dreams so far and look 
forward to making you proud as I start my next adventure. 
Hannah Elise Orand 
B.A., St. Edward’s University 
Hometown – Fort Worth, Texas 
 
"A restaurant owes no duty to provide a perfect enchilada." Mexicali Rose v. Superior Court, 822 P.2d 
1292, 1302 (1992).  
Some laws are worth changing. 
Wesley Phillip Osborn 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Dallas, Texas 
 
Thank you to my friends, family, and fiancé for providing constant love, support, and encouragement 
throughout the past three years. Moving forward, I strive to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
with God. 
Rebekah Ashley Padgett 
B.A., University of Alaska Anchorage 
Hometown – Anchorage, Alaska 
 
Thank you to my family and friends who supported me through the craziness of the last three years. I 
know I couldn't have done it without you. I love you Mom and Dad! 
Tara Nicole Pedian 
B.S., The College of Saint Rose 
Hometown – Oceanside, New York 
 
Thank you to my wonderful family and friends who have continuously supported me with their love, 
generosity, and compassion. A special thanks to my beautiful mother who never fails to pick up the 
phone and encourages me to pursue my dreams. 
Alexandria Lynn Pencsak 
B.S., University of Texas 
Hometown – New Braunfels, Texas 
 
I’m truly blessed to have been given the opportunity to earn this degree. Mom and Dad, thank you for 
always encouraging me to reach for greatness. Jared, you are my constant. To my other family and 
friends, thank you for the continuous support. I love you all. Psalm 86:12.  
Hannah Renee Perez 
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Corpus Christi, Texas 
 
Katie - your love, support, and patience enabled this journey. You deserve as much, if not more, 
recognition for all of the contributions you shared along the way. 
Timothy Andrew Phillips 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Angleton, Texas 
 
 



 
 

With immense and eternal gratitude to my mother and father who have supported me and allowed me 
to reach this point, I move on to the next chapter of my life -- I love both of you so much.  
Someday, God willing, I will be even a small bit like you. 
Dominic Eugene Pierce 
B.A., Trinity University San Antonio 
Hometown – Houston, Texas 
 
People do not plan to fail, they fail to plan, and now the hard work starts! Thank you, Mom, Dad, Dave, 
Preston, and Hannah! 
Charles Taylor Pitts 
B.A., University of South Carolina 
Hometown – Peachtree City, Georgia 
 
I would not have made it here without the support of my friends and family, especially Ayla and Mama. 
Thank you all so much. I cannot wait to see what plans God has for me next. 
Justin H. Potter 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Livingston, Texas 
 
To my wonderful family and friends, thank you. The past three years have been the most challenging 
and inspiring of my education, and you were with me every step of the way. I am blessed by your 
support and love, and I would not have achieved this milestone without you. 
Jordan Shaye Raschke 
B.A., University of Texas  
Hometown – Galveston, Texas 
 
Victoria Lynn Rhodes 
B.S., Texas State University 
Hometown – Fort Worth, Texas 
 
Thank you to my family for your never-ending patience and constant support. 
“Take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded.”  2 Chronicles 15:7 
Katelyn Jo Richards 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Edinburg, Texas 
 
Annaleigh Drost Richardson 
B.A., Louisiana State University 
Hometown – Lake Charles, Louisiana 
 
Cullen Benjamin Richardson 
B.S., Louisiana State University 
Hometown – Lake Charles, Louisiana 
 
 
 



 
 

I want to thank my husband, Connor, for the love, encouragement, and selflessness he shows me every 
day. I also want to thank my parents, Mike and Leslie Crawford, for always being there for me, always 
listening, and for investing themselves into me. 
Abigail Elizabeth Ryan 
B.B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Tyler, Texas 
 
To my family and friends, who are always in my corner: Thank you for a lifetime of encouragement and 
support and for everything you have done to help me get here. I truly could not have done this without 
you. 
Amanda Jordan Saunders 
B.B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Georgetown, Texas 
 
Thank you to my fiancé, Griffin Bland. Without you, I never would have known this was my dream, and I 
couldn’t have done any of this without your support.  
“Success is nothing more than a few simple disciplines, practiced every day.” - Jim Rohn 
Jessica Grace Scarbeau 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Hometown – Salt Lake City, Utah 
 
I couldn't have done this without the example set by those who came before me and the support of my 
wife, my sons, and the rest of my family. It turns out that Law School is HARD. Fantastic professors made 
it bearable. Thank you Baylor Law! 
Tyler Grant Scholes 
B.A., Brigham Young University 
Hometown – Broomfield, Colorado 
 
Due to a lack of resources and staffing, less than 10 percent of low-income Texans receive the legal aid 
they need. “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 
Skyler Savanna Schoolfield 
B.A., Howard Payne University 
Hometown – Aledo, Texas 
 
Thank you, first to Baylor University, for the growth-inducing struggle. Mostly though, to my wife Nicole, 
for her support and understanding throughout. 
David Grant Shatto 
B.S., Texas State University 
Hometown – Sharonville, Ohio 
 
"All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us." - J.R.R. Tolkien  
Thank you Mom and Dad for your support and love during my time in law school! Without you and the 
rest of my family and friends, I would not be here today! 
Haley Marie Shaw 
B.A., Stanford University 
Hometown – Fort Worth, Texas 
 



 
 

So many people guided me through this process and wanted to see me receive this degree. Most of 
them are able to see it now. The ones that couldn’t are here receiving it with me. My family made me 
who I am. I hope I can make them proud. 
Conner Lee Sheets 
B.A., College of Charleston 
Hometown – Knoxville, Tennessee 
 
I would like to thank my parents, sister, and entire family for supporting me throughout my law school 
career. All glory to God! 
Bryce Henry Smith 
B.A., B.B.A., New Mexico State University 
Hometown – Caballo, New Mexico 
 
Hell and high water came, but we did it! I owe giant hugs and thank yous to all my friends and teachers - 
I couldn’t have done this without your encouragement. But, most of all, to my Mom and Dad, who have 
supported me from the start. Love you all! 
Reagan Michele Smith 
B.A., Samford University 
Hometown – Fort Worth, Texas 
 
Much love and many thanks to my fiancé Jackson for always making me laugh, to my parents for 
(constantly) reminding me of the light at the end of the tunnel, to my Gigi for being herself, and lastly, to 
my Salty Dogs for well...you know. Congrats Y'all—We made it. 
Ruth Torian Smith 
B.A., Washington and Lee University 
Hometown – Houston, Texas 
 
You both came from nothing but gave me everything. I wouldn't be who I am today without all the 
support, hard work, and sacrifices you've made. I have eternal respect for you both. Thank you, Mom 
and Dad, for everything you’ve done for me. I love you. 
Ali Sohani 
B.B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Sugar Land, Texas 
 
Thank you to my incredible professors, my patient and understanding friends, and ALL of my generous 
family for helping me make it this far! Sic 'em! 
Emily Arrington Sonnier 
B.S., University of Arkansas 
Hometown – University Park, Texas 
 
To my Mom and Dad - thank you. I am forever grateful for everything you have done for me. On my 
hardest days, you both gave me the courage to press on. I couldn’t have done without you. In light of 
feeling like I just made it out of Helm’s Deep, I’d like to leave you all with my favorite LOTR quote: 
“There’s some good in this world, Mr. Frodo... and it’s worth fighting for.” - Samwise Gamgee 
McKenzie Lynn Speich 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Houston, Texas 
 



 
 

Thanks Mom, Dad, and Jessie. 
Amanda Elizabeth Springer 
B.B.A., Western Michigan University 
Hometown – Vicksburg, Michigan 
 
I would like to thank God, my family, and my wife, Cathleen. I would never have gotten this far without 
your support! 
Andrew Bryan Swallows 
B.A., B.B.A., Texas Tech University 
Hometown – San Antonio, Texas 
 
“Goodbye everyone. I’ll remember you all in therapy.” -Plankton 
Alisa Jade Trejo 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Houston, Texas 
 
I would like to thank my family and friends for their love and support throughout the past three years. 
There is no way I would have made it to this point without everything you do for me. 
Joshua David Villarreal 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – San Antonio, Texas 
 
Thank you to my parents, your love, guidance, and support made this journey possible. I am also grateful 
for Roxy and Reyna. You made the challenging days better. 
Cassidy Louise Villeneuve 
B.A., Colorado Mesa University 
Hometown – Deer River, Minnesota 
 
Alicia Ledet Wahrmund 
B.B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Brenham, Texas 
 
I want to thank my family, especially my parents Bob and Ginger, for supporting me through this 
journey. I also want to thank my beautiful soon-to-be wife, Blair, for always being a rock during the 
tough times. Jeremiah 29:11 
Ryan Collier Ward 
B.B.A., Oklahoma Christian University 
Hometown – North Richland Hills, Texas 
 
To Mom, Dad, Cheyanne, and Joshua, thank you for unconditionally supporting my dreams and always 
encouraging me to reach higher. Your love, support, and sacrifice made today possible. I love you all 
with all my heart. 
Jessica Kim Washington 
B.A., San Francisco State University 
Hometown – Chatsworth, California 
 



 
 

Thank you to all my family and friends that supported me during law school! Thank you to my husband, 
Austin, for always encouraging me! To quote Oscar Wilde: "You can never be overdressed or 
overeducated." 
Jessica Andrea Wilkes 
B.S., Oklahoma State University 
Hometown – Edmond, Oklahoma 
 
To all those that have supported me throughout these past three years: to Papa, to Mimi and Pops, to 
Sheridan Faith, and, of course, to Ted Bud, I cannot possibly describe how important your love and 
support has been to me. Thank you. 
Braxton Lewis Wilks 
B.B.A., Abilene Christian University 
Hometown – Sugar Land, Texas 
 
I want to thank my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for helping me climb this mountain. It is to Him that I 
owe all the glory. I also want to thank my parents, my brother, and my close friends, I would not be here 
today without them.  
Kristopher Ryan Yager 
B.B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Elida, New Mexico 


