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JURIS DOCTOR DEGREES  
Conferred July 31, 2021

Garrett S. Anderson

Kimberly Taise Andrade

Emily Jean Carria

Christian Louis Carson-Banister

Madelyn Grace Caskey

Samantha Landi Chaiken

Jessica L. Francis

Byron A. Haney

Sydney Anne Ironside

William Vascoe Jordan IV

McKellar Lee Karr

Matthew Austin Katona

Alyssa Morgan Killin

Kinsey Dawn Lakey

Jaycee Lynn Lee

Devante Dwight Marshall

Megan Brooke Mattson

Matthew James McKinnon

John David Merritt

Rohit Mittal

Dana X. Nguyen

Edward J. Odre

Steven Ovando

Preston Roquemore Polk

Audrey Michelle Ramirez

Emma Lee Roddy

David Anthony-Cruz Rothweil

Ryan William Rowley

Jennifer Margaux Schein

Alexandra Irene Simms

Pawandeep Singh

Tara Smith Hambacher

Danielle Brogan Snow

Nicholas Todd Stevens

David W. Suttner

Allison Jane Taff

Alexandra Lee Thompson

Estefania Villarreal Montemayor

Christopher Cole Waggoner

Mallorie Shay Walker

Rebecca Ann Wesley

James Donnell Wilson

Solomon Sing Young Wong



HONORS*

Highest Ranking Student 
Matthew James McKinnon

summa cum laude
Matthew James McKinnon

magna cum laude
David W. Suttner

*Highest ranking student for the commencement ceremony is based upon grades earned through the previous quarter. Final determination of academic honors, 
rankings, fellows, and special distinctions are made after all grades are recorded for the student’s final quarter of enrollment. A student who meets the requirements for an 
honors designation, a fellow, or a special distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the 
Law School program and that the student is worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations, and mission of Baylor Law. 

£The Special Distinction in Litigation is awarded to students who have completed a Litigation Professional Track, have been selected for and completed a Litigation Capstone, and have 
completed at least five additional credit hours from a list of courses designated by the Baylor Law Faculty. The student must also meet a minimum grade point average requirement. 

◆The Business Planning Special Distinction is awarded to students who have completed the course requirements, including the Business Planning capstone, participation on a 
Transactional Law team, or completion of an equivalent course approved by the Baylor Law faculty. The student must also meet a minimum grade point average requirement.

■Public Interest Fellows have earned the designation by completing the pro bono and public service aspirational goals set by the Baylor Law Faculty. These goals include 
completion of over 225 hours of pro bono and public service while enrolled in Baylor Law and completion of at least ten hours of courses that have a public interest focus. 

cum laude
Garrett S. Anderson

Sydney Anne Ironside
Jaycee Lynn Lee

Rohit Mittal

Emma Lee Roddy
Tara Smith Hambacher
Danielle Brogan Snow

Allison Jane Taff

Baylor University commencement ceremonies are uncertified. Some degree candidates may have degree requirements in progress.

SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS   

◊Leadership Fellows must complete the Leadership Engagement and Development class, which focuses not only on the theory of leadership, but also upon intensive self-assessment 
and reflection to maximize strengths and overcome weaknesses, and the development of practical skills to enable graduates to make a positive impact in their communities. In 
addition to the class, Leadership Fellows must complete additional leadership-related Professional Development programming; serve as an officer of a Baylor Law School student 
organization for a minimum of three quarters; volunteer for at least 25 hours of community service; volunteer for at least 45 hours in a leadership-focused internship; and complete 
the Baylor Ropes Challenge and Team Building Course.

�The Criminal Practice Special Distinction is awarded to students who have completed the Criminal Practice Professional Track, have been selected for and completed the Criminal 
Practice capstone, and completed at least ten additional credit hours from a list of courses designated by the Baylor Law Faculty. The student must also meet a minimum grade 
point average requirement. 

Public Interest Fellows■

Garrett S. Anderson
Alexandra Lee Thompson

Estefania Villarreal Montemayor
Rebecca Ann Wesley

FELLOWS
Leadership Fellow◊ 

Audrey Michelle Ramirez

Business Planning◆ 
Tara Smith Hambacher

Litigation£ 
Byron A. Haney

Criminal Practice� 
Garrett S. Anderson



NANCY BRICKHOUSE, PH.D.

As Baylor’s chief academic officer, Dr. Brickhouse oversees the University’s 12 colleges and schools, 
research enterprise, University Libraries, and centers and institutes.

She previously served as provost at Saint Louis University (SLU), a Jesuit research university with 8,000 
undergraduate students and 6,000 graduate students at its main campus in St. Louis. During her tenure, 
she played a key role in repositioning SLU’s finance, operations, and academic endeavors to meet a rapidly 
changing higher education landscape.

Her time at SLU included the development of university-wide undergraduate learning outcomes 
and strengthened support for teaching quality. Dr. Brickhouse also initiated a robust portfolio of faculty 
development programs, including those designed to support female faculty and others historically 
underrepresented at the full professor rank and in academic leadership positions.

Dr. Brickhouse also created a task force to create a plan for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) on the SLU campus. This effort led to the programming of a new Interdisciplinary Science 
and Engineering Building, as well as the modernization of other research facilities and increased science 
teaching capacity.

She is a tenured professor of education and a nationally recognized scholar. Dr. Brickhouse graduated 
from Baylor magna cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry, going on to earn a master’s degree in 
chemistry and a doctorate in science education from Purdue University.

Prior to her appointment as SLU’s provost in 2015, Dr. Brickhouse filled several senior administrative 
positions during 27 years of service and leadership at the University of Delaware, including the roles 
of deputy provost, interim provost—for which she received special recognition from the UD Board of 
Trustees for her exemplary service—deputy dean of the College of Education and Human Development, 
and director of the School of Education. 

GERALD R. POWELL

During his undergraduate days at Baylor University, Professor Gerald R. Powell was a top debater. He 
reigned as champion of the Southwest Conference and qualified for the national debate tournament. It is 
a skill that has served him well as both a trial lawyer and as a teacher in Baylor Law’s renowned Practice 
Court Program. He is known for the tough love he exhibits to his students in Practice Court advocacy 
sessions. He said PC is a method that works.

“I guess the old adage is, ‘the proof is in the pudding,’ ” he says. “When you look at our graduates and 
what they accomplish in the world, that’s a reflection on our program, and that makes us very proud. 
The students come in very smart, and we take them and turn them into very capable lawyers, so that by 
the end, they are ready to step into a courtroom and represent a client or take the bench as a judge. It’s 
personally rewarding to see that transformation.”

PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES



GERALD R. POWELL (CONTINUED)

Professor Powell, a native Wacoan, earned his J.D. from Baylor Law in 1977, and was ranked first in his 
class. During his time at Baylor Law, he was a member of the national mock trial team and national moot 
court team, and executive editor of the Baylor Law Review.

He joined the Dallas law firm of Vial, Hamilton, Koch & Knox in 1977, and had an active litigation 
practice with the firm. He made partner in 1982. In 1986, Professor Powell returned to Baylor Law to teach, 
and in 1987 he was appointed the Abner V. McCall Professor of Evidence Law. Professor Powell also has 
been named a Master Teacher by Baylor University, the highest honor granted to Baylor faculty members.

He is retiring July 31, 2021, after over 35 years of teaching at Baylor Law. Professor Powell and his wife, 
Barbara, have two children: Colin, a Baylor Law graduate; and Calley, a Baylor University graduate.

BRADLEY J.B. TOBEN

Dean Brad Toben looks upon his position as dean of Baylor Law—indeed he looks upon the profession 
of law—as a way to help individuals, his community, and our larger society.

Dean Toben completed his B.A., with honors, in political science at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. 
As the result of AP credit, heavy course loads, summer school work, and a skipped grade in elementary 
school, he was just beyond his 20th birthday when he graduated in two-and-a-half-years from the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis.

He enrolled in Baylor Law, sight unseen, because he could start law school at mid-year, owing to the 
school’s quarter system. He arrived the day before classes started and went on to graduate from Baylor 
Law with a J.D. with honors in 1977, thereafter being admitted to the bar in Texas and Missouri at age 22. 
Following three-and-a-half years of practice with a St. Louis firm that subsequently merged into the current 
Husch Blackwell, Dean Toben returned to law studies at Harvard Law School in 1980, from which he 
received the LL.M. degree in 1981.

After Harvard, he taught at Indiana University School of Law-Indianapolis. In 1983, Dean Toben 
jumped at an opportunity to join the Baylor Law faculty, returning to a place he had come to regard as a 
sort of professional home. In 1991, when he was 36, he was named dean of the Law School. He is currently 
the longest serving law school dean in the nation among the 203 ABA accredited law schools.

His academic interests during his faculty career at Baylor have focused in the areas of commercial law 
and the relationship of debtors and creditors under state and federal law, although he also has maintained 
active interests in constitutional law and public policy studies. On occasion, Dean Toben has also partnered 
with a minister to teach a seminar course on “Law, Public Policy, and Scripture,” inspired by his lifelong 
interest in theology, and its intersection with his work in the law.

Dean Toben is an elected member of the American Law Institute and has served by appointment of 
the governor of Texas as a Commissioner to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform 
State Laws. He has been recognized as an Outstanding Young Alumnus of Baylor University.  



He also has been recognized as a Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Missouri-St. Louis and 
has received the University of Missouri-St. Louis Distinguished Alumni Political Science Award.

Dean Toben has been recognized by the Texas Trial Lawyers Association at a reception in his 
honor, for “exemplary service and commitment as a guiding light in legal scholarship and the pursuit 
of justice.”

Additionally, Dean Toben has participated regularly in accreditation and membership inspections 
of law schools for the American Bar Association and Association of American Law Schools and 
has been active in the State Bar of Texas, especially in the bankruptcy specialization certification 
program. He also was previously of counsel to the firm of Dawson & Sodd in Texas. He is a Master of 
the Bench in the Judge Abner V. McCall American Inn of Court and is a Fellow of the American Bar 
Foundation and the Texas Bar Foundation.

Dean Toben has been active in numerous civic and charitable activities and has served as an elder, 
trustee, deacon, and chair of the board of Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). For many 
years, he also has taught an adult Sunday School class at Central Christian.

His wife, Beth, is a longtime child and adult sexual abuse and assault prosecutor. The Tobens have 
two children: John, a graduate of Oklahoma State University; and Sarah Beth, a graduate of Baylor 
University, former Lady Bear softball player, and Baylor Law graduate. The members of the Toben 
family are animal lovers, and Dean Toben once had aspirations to be a veterinarian. His home is 
outside of Waco in a semi-rural area, and the family menagerie includes several rescues.

Dean Toben enjoys any activity that involves being with his family and had for many years been 
deeply involved in Sarah Beth’s softball endeavors. Dean Toben also enjoys reading, especially 
biography, history, science, and theology.

LEAH W. TEAGUE 

Associate Dean Leah W. Teague’s long tenure as an associate dean is unique in law school 
academe, especially at the same law school. She has worked with Dean Toben for almost 30 years. 
When asked why and how she has been able to stay in this position when the average tenure at most 
other law schools is three to six years, her reply is, “I love Baylor Law and I believe in our mission. 
Baylor Law is a very special place. Baylor is rich in the tradition of faculty, staff, and even deans 
loving what they do here and choosing to stay long term.”

Dean Teague comes from a three-generation Baylor Law family. She followed in her father’s and 
brother’s footsteps and attended Baylor University (1983, B.B.A., summa cum laude). After earning her 
J.D. cum laude in 1985, she entered private practice with the Waco law firm of Naman Howell Smith 
& Lee, where she practiced for four years in the firm’s business section. Her primary focus was tax 
planning which lead her to teach tax and transactional classes after joining the faculty. She currently 
co-teaches the Leadership Engagement and Development course, which is part of Baylor Law’s unique 
Leadership Development Program.



LEAH W. TEAGUE (CONTINUED)

Dean Teague recognizes that being a lawyer is a privilege that requires her to give back to society 
through regular service to the profession and her community. She is a co-founder and past chair of the 
American Association of Law Schools Section on Leadership. She serves on the Executive Committee 
of the Texas Federal Tax Institute and the board of directors of Waco Entrepreneurial Ecosystem 
Collaborative, Inc. She was a member of the American Council on Education’s Women’s Network 
Executive Council and past chair for Texas Women in Higher Education. She is an elected member of 
the Texas Bar Foundation and a past president of the Waco-McLennan County Bar Association and 
Midway Education Foundation. She is an alumna of the Leadership Texas and Leadership America 
programs. She has been recognized as an Outstanding Alumnus for Leadership Waco and a Woman of 
Distinction by the Bluebonnet Council of Girl Scouts. Having participated in two Oxford Round Tables 
on the topic of the status of women leaders in society, she is highly involved in leadership development 
efforts. She writes and speaks on tax, business, nonprofit, and leadership topics.

Dean Teague and her husband Ted are very active in the Waco community. Dean Teague’s two 
daughters and son-in-law are graduates of Baylor University. One of her daughters is also a graduate of 
Baylor Law.

JEREMY COUNSELLER

 Professor Jeremy Counseller joined the faculty of Baylor Law in 2003. He graduated from Baylor 
Law with honors and was a member of the Baylor Law Review, the Order of the Barristers, and the 
interscholastic moot court and mock trial teams. He also earned an M.B.A. from Baylor’s Hankamer 
School of Business and a B.A. summa cum laude from Stephen F. Austin State University.
 Following his graduation from law school, Professor Counseller served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Reynaldo G. Garza of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. Professor 
Counseller then entered private practice in Houston, Texas, with Bracewell & Patterson, LLP  
(now Bracewell, LLP), where he was an associate in the trial section. Professor Counseller also served 
as an Assistant Criminal District Attorney in McLennan County, Texas, where he prosecuted both 
misdemeanors and felonies.
 Professor Counseller teaches Civil Procedure and in Baylor Law’s Practice Court Program. He has 
authored articles and presented papers on various evidentiary and procedural issues and is the co-author 
of four books, including most recently Civil Procedure: In Focus. In 2006, the President of the State Bar 
of Texas appointed him to serve on the Administration of the Rules of Evidence Committee where he 
helped to restyle the Texas Rules of Evidence. He also is the Contributing Evidence Editor of the State 
Bar of Texas’ General Practice Digest. In 2007, Baylor University designated Professor Counseller an 
outstanding faculty member in recognition of distinguished teaching. Professor Counseller has served as 
the director of the Baylor Academy of the Advocate in St Andrews since the program began in 2013. 



JAMES E. WREN

Professor Jim Wren is the Leon Jaworski Chair of Practice and Procedure at Baylor Law, the Director of the 
Baylor Practice Court Program, and Co-Director of the Baylor Executive LL.M. in Litigation Management. 
He graduated with a J.D. cum laude from Baylor Law in 1980. He added an M.A. in International Relations 
from the University of Kent at Canterbury in 1982.

As a graduate of Baylor Law and its Practice Court Program, Professor Wren is a staunch advocate for the 
rigors of a Baylor Law education. “We prepare leaders—regardless of what they plan to do professionally—to 
stand and deliver, to do what’s hard. These folks—the ones who are willing to pay the price and do what 
others back away from—are exactly the people we want to be training.”

Professor Wren was recruited to Baylor Law in 2006 to teach Practice Court. Prior to joining the 
Baylor Law faculty, he served for many years as an adjunct professor teaching the Management of Complex 
Litigation course to third-year students. He comes from a specialization in business litigation, including 
business fraud, professional liability, and fiduciary litigation. While in private practice he was named a Texas 
Super Lawyer in Business Litigation each year from the time the designation originated in 2002. In December 
2011, James Publishing (San Francisco) released his first book, Proving Damages to the Jury (with the latest 
edition published in 2020). He has subsequently co-authored three additional books, including two with 
Professor Jeremy Counseller and Professor Liz Fraley, Texas Commercial Causes of Action and Texas Trial 
Procedure & Evidence, both published by ALM in 2015 (and currently in their fourth editions).

He is board certified in Civil Trial Advocacy by the National Board of Trial Advocacy and in Civil Trial 
Law and Personal Injury Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He was designated in 2012 as 
a Baylor Outstanding Professor, and in 2016 as Mentor of the Year by the Waco-McLennan County Young 
Lawyers.

At Baylor Law, Professor Wren starts class each morning at 7:45 and insists that “in court and class 
there’s no such thing as on time; you’re either early or you’re late.” He teaches advocacy that is respectfully but 
relentlessly persistent, with cross examination built on demonstrating the truth one undeniable fact at a time.

Professor Wren served as President of the National Board of Trial Advocacy—the ABA-accredited 
national certifying board for civil trial, criminal trial, and other legal specializations—from 2009-2011, and 
now serves on its National Board of Directors. He is a Master of the Bench in the Judge Abner V. McCall 
American Inn of Court, a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and the Texas Bar Foundation, a former 
director of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association, and former president of the Waco chapter of the American 
Board of Trial Advocates.

Professor Wren continues to represent clients in various courts around the nation. He is licensed for 
federal practice before the United States Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, the U.S. Court 
of Federal Claims, and the Western, Northern, Eastern and Southern Districts of Texas, and appears in other 
federal and state courts by special admission. He is a graduate of Trial Lawyers College in Dubois, Wyoming, 
and has served on the teaching faculty of Trial Advocacy College, sponsored by the Texas Trial Lawyers 
Association.



ANGELA RUSSELL CRUSETURNER

Angela Russell Cruseturner is Assistant Dean of Career Development at Baylor Law. She joined the 
Career Development Office in 2011 after serving for four years as Director of Admissions and Student 
Recruitment. Dean Cruseturner assists students with their job search by providing counseling on career 
choices and opportunities. She also coordinates recruiting efforts with potential employers, and conducts a 
variety of career information and education programs for students.

After receiving a B.A. in history from Baylor University, Dean Cruseturner attended Baylor Law and 
received her J.D. in 2002. After law school, she joined Pakis, Giotes, Page and Burleson, P.C. in Waco, and 
then served as a staff attorney for Judge Bill Vance at the Tenth Court of Appeals.

Dean Cruseturner participates in numerous civic and professional organizations. She is an elected 
Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation and serves on the Executive Committees of the Judge Abner V. McCall 
American Inn of Court and the McLennan County Dispute Resolution Center. She is an active member of 
the National Association of Legal Placement (NALP), which provides opportunities to collaborate with and 
learn from top legal recruiters and career services professionals across the country. She was recently named 
the Young Baylor Lawyer of the Year and is a past recipient of the Outstanding Young Lawyer Award for 
McLennan County.

Her oldest son, Caleb, was an infant when she entered law school and her youngest son, Cade, was 
welcomed to this world in between quarters. Caleb graduated from Baylor University in May, and Cade 
recently completed U.S. Marine Corps Recruit Training.



The teaching of law at Baylor University began in 1849. The School of Law was formally organized in 1857 with 
a course of study leading to the bachelor of laws degree. The Law School had among its early teachers several 
eminent lawyers and jurists in the early history of Texas, among them R.E.B. Baylor, Abner S. Lipscomb, John 
Sayles, and Royal T. Wheeler, the first dean of the Law School. The Law School was closed in 1883, and its modern 
history stems from its reorganization and reopening in 1920 under the leadership of Dean Allen G. Flowers, who 
served as its dean from 1920-35.

The Law School has operated continuously since that date, except for the period 1943-46, when World War II 
interrupted its operation. It was led in the pre-war and post-war periods by Deans Thomas E. McDonald (1935-
39), Abner E. Lipscomb (1940-41), and Leslie Jackson (1941-48).

Abner V. McCall was dean of the Law School from 1948 to 1959, and served as President of the University from 
1961-1981. William J. Boswell followed McCall as dean, serving from 1959-65. Dean Angus S. McSwain joined 
the faculty in 1949 and served as dean from 1965-84. Dean McSwain then returned to full-time teaching and was 
succeeded by Charles W. Barrow, who was a Justice on the Texas Supreme Court at the time of his selection as 
dean. Dean Barrow served as dean from 1984 to 1991. Brad Toben has been dean since 1991.

The achievements of our alumni are the best evidence of a law school that, over the many decades, is making a 
profound and demonstrable impact upon our communities, our state, and our nation, in all manner of service 
capacities and venues. Our alumni, serving in their practice settings and in many venues beyond, are our proudest 
achievement at Baylor Law. The following is only a brief example of Baylor Lawyers’ service in the public sector 
and in bar associations and professional organizations.
 
Two presidents of the American Bar Association have been Baylor Law graduates—the late Morris Harrell and the 
distinguished Watergate Special Prosecutor, the late Leon Jaworski. In 2008-09 and 2009-10, two Baylor Lawyers 
(Harper Estes and Roland K. Johnson) served back-to-back as the president of the State Bar of Texas, the second 
largest organized bar in the nation. A total of eleven Baylor Lawyers have served as president of the State Bar of 
Texas, and one has served as the president of the New Mexico Bar Association. Two Baylor Lawyers (Craig Lewis 
and Lewis Sifford) served as the national president of the American Board of Trial Advocates, respectively in 2007 
and 2010. Eight Baylor Lawyers have led the Texas Trial Lawyers Association: George Chandler in 2003, John 
Eddie Williams in 2004, Nelson Roach in 2009, George “Tex” Quesada in 2010, Steve Harrison in 2012, Bryan 
Blevins in 2015, John Lin McCraw in 2017, and Glenn Cunningham in 2018.
 
Twice, Baylor Lawyers have served as the Governor of the State of Texas, twice as the Attorney General of Texas 
and once as the Governor of Guam. Baylor Lawyers have served as the Lt. Governor of Texas and in other 
statewide offices. Many Baylor Law alumni/ae serve and have served in the Texas Senate and the Texas House 
of Representatives. Baylor Lawyers have served in the United States Senate and House of Representatives. Baylor 
Lawyers have twice led the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Baylor Lawyers have served as the United States 
Ambassador to El Salvador, to Mexico, as the United States Ambassador – Chief of Protocol, and as the Judge 
Advocate General of the United States Navy.

The History of Baylor 
University School of Law




