
 

Fellow students of the law, 
  
Please see below for all the student announcements. Included in this email: 
  

1. Law School Announcements: 
a. COVID Update 
b. Building Hours 

2. SBA Announcements:  
a. Apparel Giveaway 
b. Summer Quarter Concerns 

3. PDP: Mental Health Awareness Month: Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program Debuts 
New Film Targeting Depression and Suicide Among Lawyers, Tuesday, May 25th at 4:00 
p.m. 

4. Baylor Law Criminal Law Society: New Executive Team  
5. Westlaw Virtual Office Summer Hours  
6. Join the Humane Society of Central Texas’ “Legal Beagle” Team! 
7. Baylor Student Life Center access for no fee this Summer! (Free gym on campus!) 
8. Earn $5 for sharing your educational and career motivations! Paid research opportunity 
9. Baylor Masters of Public Health Study to Assess Preventative Health Behaviors in 

College-Age Women 
10. Animal Legal Defense Fund Announcement 
11. Join the American Bar Association for Free! 
12. AcademicBlue 
13. Student Support Sessions with TLAP: Anytime! 
14. Quaranteam – COVID Support Group – Thursdays  
15. The Store – Baylor Food Pantry for Students in Need 
16. Title IX Online Course Reminder 

  
PROCEDURE FOR SUBMITTING ANNOUNCEMENTS: If you would like to include an 
announcement in the weekly student announcements email, you must submit it (with the exact 
heading and wording you want to appear in the email) to Terri Kroll (Terri_Kroll@Baylor.edu) 
by 12:00 p.m. noon on the Friday preceding the Monday when you would like the announcement 
to be sent. If you have an event that is on a Monday, send your email a week ahead of time, so it 

mailto:Terri_Kroll@Baylor.edu


can run in the previous week’s announcements. You must also copy Stephen Rispoli 
(Stephen_Rispoli@Baylor.edu) and the SBA Executive Secretary (Mattie_Dalton1@baylor.edu) 
on the email to Ms. Kroll. Failure to comply with this procedure may preclude your 
announcement from being included in Monday’s email. You may petition for a late/non-
conforming submission to be included or sent in a separate email by sending Stephen Rispoli an 
email showing good cause for the late or non-conforming submission. 
   
Have a great week! 
  
-SLR 
  

  
1. 
  

COVID Update 
  

You should have received an email from the Baylor Health Management Team on Monday, May 
17, with updated COVID-19 guidance. At the current time, faculty, staff and students who are 
fully vaccinated no longer required to wear a mask while in the Law School building. With that 
said, each person is welcome to continue to wear a mask while in the building even if not 
required to do so. Masks continue to be mandatory in the building for anyone who is not fully 
vaccinated (except when in the student lounge – actively eating or drinking –  or when alone in a 
private office). Your presence in the building without a mask (except as noted before) is a 
representation to your colleagues that you are fully vaccinated.  

   
We recognize we have some faculty, staff, and students who will not be seeking a vaccination for 
a variety of reasons and we respect your decision. Knowing that some of our faculty, staff and 
students will continue to be required to wear masks in the building, we want to make sure 
everyone feels comfortable while in the building. Please know that we will respect your decision 
to wear a mask for any reason. 

  
Starting today, the exterior doors will be unlocked from 7am to 6pm. Your student ID will be 
necessary for access to the building during the other posted hours.  
  
The University, including the Law School, continues to prepare for normal operations in the fall. 
We look forward to seeing all students back on campus fully in person in August. We do not 
anticipate offering any exceptions to in-person learning and operations as we have done 
throughout the past year. This return to a pre-Covid normal applies to all students, faculty and 
staff.  

  
We anticipate that the University will continue COVID-19 weekly testing requirements in the 
fall for those without an exemption. Exemptions include being fully vaccinated with a COVID-
19 vaccine authorized for emergency use by the FDA or within 90 days of a positive COVID 
test.  
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If you would like to get a vaccine from Baylor’s Family Vaccine Clinic, please refer to the May 
17 email or www.baylor.edu/vaccine.  

  
We are eager to return to normal in the fall, but we will continue to make the safety and health of 
students, staff, and faculty our priority. If CDC and University COVID-19 guidelines evolve and 
require changes to our fall plans, we will notify you as soon as possible.  
  
Summer Testing Locations and Hours 
  
Beginning Wednesday, May 12: 

• Testing will be available from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday at the North Village 
Community Center (NVCC). 

• Testing will be available every Wednesday from 9 a.m.-noon at Robinson Tower, Fifth 
Floor, and from 1-5 p.m. at Washington Tower, 811 Washington Ave., Room 170. This 
testing day will be available all summer from May 12-Aug. 13, 2021. 
  

Beginning Monday, June 7: Testing hours will change at NVCC only**: 
• 7-9 a.m. Mondays and Tuesdays at NVCC for Orientation students only** 
• 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays at NVCC for faculty, staff and students 
• 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesday-Friday at NVCC for faculty, staff and students 
• **This schedule change will be in effect from June 7-July 19, 2021. We will revert to the 

original summer hours at NVCC from July 20-Aug. 13, 2021. 
  
Symptomatic/exposed: If you are a student with COVID symptoms or exposure to the virus, 
please log in to the Health Portal to make an appointment for testing at the Baylor Health Center 
in the McLane Student Life Center. Employees should contact their healthcare provider.  

  
Law School Building Hours 

  
Building hours are now set for students to have Monday-Friday card access beginning at 6:00 
a.m.  
  
Weekend access is currently the same as library hours (Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Sunday: 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.). 
 
In addition, as noted above, we have unlocked the doors to the building during normal operating 
hours (M-F from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.). You will not need to swipe your ID to enter the 
building during these hours. If swipe your card and get a “Denied” error, be sure to try the handle 
to make sure it’s not already open! 
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2. 
  

SBA Announcements 
  

a. Apparel Giveaway: This week's apparel winner is Will Onyeike!  
b. Summer Quarter Concerns: If you have any suggestions, comments, or 

concerns about this quarter, please use this form to notify SBA, or email Peyton 
Maddox (peyton_maddox1@baylor.edu).  

  
  

3. 
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Mental Health Awareness Month: Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program 
Debuts New Film Targeting Depression and Suicide Among Lawyers. 

  
Description: The Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program has created a video and 
educational program that seeks to educate the legal community about the signs 
that someone may be suffering from depression and vulnerable to suicide. 
Lawyers can earn one hour of free ethics continuing legal education credit for 
watching the video. During this Professional Development Program session, we 
will screen the 27-minute film and have a Q&A with Professor Bridget Fuselier and 
Director of Admissions and Financial Aid Katherine Sims about the law school’s 
efforts to support students’ mental health.  

  
  
  
4. 
  

 BAYLOR LAW CRIMINAL LAW SOCIETY: NEW EXECUTIVE TEAM  

The Baylor Law Criminal Law Society is pleased to announce its new executive team: Chris Spendlove 
(President), Daniel Seavers (Vice-president), and Ethan Scroggins (Secretary).  The Society warmly 
thanks the previous Vice-president, Nicole DeVincenzi, and Secretary, Cassidy Villeneuve, for their 
excellent service.  They both graduated this spring.  The previous President, Daniela Vakulchik, will be 
stepping into an advisory role and will still be involved with the society.  
  
If you are interested in participating in the Criminal Law Society, would like to receive email updates 
about the Society, or have any questions or comments, please email Chris Spendlove 
(chris_spendlove1@baylor.edu).  You can also follow the Criminal Law Society on Instagram 
@blscrimlawsociety.   
  
Congratulations to the new executive team and warmest regards and sincerest thanks to the previous 
executive team.  
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5. 
  

 Westlaw Virtual Office Summer Hours 
  

Looking for help with Westlaw, Practical Law, training resources, or any other 
questions? Be sure to check out the Baylor Westlaw Teams space! You can ask 

questions via chat, access Quick Reference Guides for frequently used tools, and 
find links to Westlaw law student resources.  

  
Click here to join the Westlaw Team.  

  
Need additional assistance? Email Julie_Matsen1@Baylor.edu 

  
  

6. 
  

Join the Humane Society of Central Texas’ “Legal Beagle” Team! 
  
I am Victoria Collins, the Community Outreach Specialist for The Humane Society of Central Texas. We 
are trying to get our “Legal Beagle” program off the ground and would like to work with our local law 
students. The “Legal Beagle” program will consist of volunteers to help create and present legislation 
changes to our local government regarding Animal Rights and Laws. If this is something students in your 
program would be interested in, I would love to be able to post flyers in common areas, or have a small 
informational presentation on the volunteer opportunities we offer. 
  
Thank you and have a great day! 
  

 

Victoria Collins 
Community Outreach Specialist 
Phone (254) 754-1454 
Web www.hsctx.org  Email VCollins@HSCTX.org 
2032 Circle Rd, Waco, TX 76706 
  

  
#EveryWacoAnimalDeservesAChance 
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7. 
  

SLC Access for no fee this Summer! 
  
For the first time in over 20 years, Baylor has restructured their fees. The major change for law 
school students is that this includes access to the McLane Student Life Center. By simply 
swiping your Baylor ID, you can workout, swim laps, run on the indoor track, climb the rock 
wall, or shoot some baskets. There are additional services available such as massage therapy or 
personal trainers you may also choose. Your ID also gets you access to the Baylor Marina where 
you can check out a kayak, canoe, sailboat, or paddle board. We look forward to helping you be 
a healthier you.  
  
For a full list of amenities, click here: 
https://www.baylor.edu/campusrec/index.php?id=931299.  
  
Please check the website for hours of operation: www.baylor.edu/CampusRec.   

  

8. 
  

Earn $5 for sharing your educational and career motivations! Paid research opportunity 
  
This research study involves answering simple questions about personal goals and values, 
experiences in law school, and motivation to pursue certain legal roles in the future. The study 
should take approximately 20 minutes to complete. Participants will earn a $5 Amazon e-gift 
card by providing their email address after survey completion. The study is open and available 
to all individuals who are 18 years of age or older, live in the United States, and are currently 
attending law school. All responses will be kept strictly confidential and any results will be 
reported in aggregate. 
  
The survey is available at this 
link: https://uarizona.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3wazflUnqH8zxHg 
  
If you have any questions about this study, please do not hesitate to contact the graduate 
student investigator, Ellen Carroll, at ecarroll@email.arizona.edu, or the faculty supervisor, 
Tammi Walker, J.D., Ph.D., at tdwalker@arizona.edu. The University of Arizona Institutional 
Review Board may also be contacted to discuss other study-related concerns or complaints with 
someone who is not part of the research team: (520) 626-6721 or vpr-irb@email.arizona.edu. 
  
An Institutional Review Board responsible for human subjects research at the University of 
Arizona reviewed this research project and found it to be acceptable according to applicable 
state and federal regulations and University policies designed to protect the rights and welfare 
of participants in research (IRB #2007841028). 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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____________________________________ 
Tammi Walker, JD, PhD 
Associate Professor of Law & Psychology 
James E Rogers College of Law 
University of Arizona 

  
  
9. 
  

Baylor Masters of Public Health Study to Assess Preventative Health Behaviors in College-
Age Women 

  
Hello,   

I am Cheyenne Ryals, and I am a Master of Public Health candidate at Baylor University, 
working alongside Dr. Matt Asare. I am currently conducting a study to assess preventative 
health behaviors in college-age women. We are recruiting female respondents over 21 years of 
age to complete a brief survey regarding opinions about novel methods of cervical cancer 
screening access such as mail-in self-sampling devices. The incentive for individuals to complete 
the survey is the option to be entered in a raffle to receive one of several $50 gift cards. This 
study is supported by Baylor University.    

The purposes of the study are to examine the low income and undeserved women’s 
understanding about cervical cancer, what they know about cervical cancer self-screening and 
their willingness to participate in self-screening, if self-screening opportunities become available 
to them. If you decide to participate in the study, you will be asked to complete an online survey 
about your perception of cervical cancer and self-screening.  It will take about 20 minutes to 
complete the survey. We do not anticipate any risk for participating in the study. However, if you 
do not feel comfortable answering any of the question on the survey, you can skip that question.  
   
Your participation in this study is voluntary. You may choose not to participate without any 
penalty.  
You will have the option to be entered into a raffle drawing for an opportunity to win one of 
several $50 gift cards. We will ask you to provide your phone number OR email so that we can 
contact you for your gift card. However, we will be careful to keep data collected in this study 
confidential. Your study information will be kept in a secure computer at Baylor University. 
Three years after the study is completed, we will delete all study information collected. If you 
chose to answer the questions, you are providing consent for the information provided to be used 
in the study.   
   



If you have any questions or concerns about this research study, you should contact the 
researchers at  
   
Cheyenne Ryals  
Phone: 214-728-1787  
Cheyenne_ryals1@baylor.edu  
   
If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, or wish to obtain information, 
ask questions, or discuss any concerns about this study with someone other than the 
researcher(s), you may contact the Baylor University IRB through the Office of the Vice Provost 
for Research at 254-710-3708 or irb@baylor.edu.  
  
The survey may be completed by following this 
link: https://baylor.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9XEfGwCNDdp6NOC  
  
Thank you for your time and consideration,   
  
  
Cheyenne Ryals 
MPH Candidate 
Graduate Instructor 
Baylor Department of Public Health  

 
  
  

10. 
  

Animal Legal Defense Fund Announcement 
  
Do you want to use your legal education to protect animals? The Animal Legal Defense 
Fund, a national non-profit organization that works to protect the lives and advance the 
interests of animals through the legal system, offers law students the opportunity to make a 
real difference in animals’ lives. Animal Legal Defense Fund Student Chapters are 
law student organizations that share our mission and strive to make this world a better place 
for animals. Please consider starting a chapter at your school today! 
  
Benefits to starting a student chapter at your school include: 

• Animal law clerkship, scholarship, and fellowship opportunities 
• Free tabling and advocacy materials 
• Emails about animal law events and educational opportunities 
• Grants for projects and holding or attending events 

 
Be a leader in the fight to win animals the legal protection they so desperately need and 
deserve. Learn more and start a chapter at your 
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school: www.aldf.org/startachapter. You can also contact Kelly Levenda, Animal Legal 
Defense Fund Senior Student Programs Attorney, at klevenda@aldf.org for more information. 

  

11. 
   

Join the American Bar Association for Free! 
  
The American Bar Association is the voice of the legal community, they offer career-building 
opportunities, advocate for the profession, and promote the rule of law worldwide. An ABA 
membership gives law students tools and resources to help them succeed in school and 
beyond. ABA members get access to benefits, perks, and discounts you can't get anywhere else. 
You can also make connections to get ahead in your legal career. The ABA is the largest national 
legal association in the world, with endless opportunities to connect and network with law 
students, experienced attorneys, judges, and other legal professionals. 
  
Membership is FREE for students. To get extra benefits you can go premium for 25 dollars. 
  
Please use my link: americanbar.org/auth/register/?ref=bb-dd38z2 when ordering from 
American Bar Association! 
  
Once you register for your ABA Law Student Membership get a free trial to Quimbee 
subscriptions! https://www.quimbee.com/aba/deal?ref=abalsd#  
  
For other Quimbee resources use the Baylor link: https://www.quimbee.com/bar-
review?ref=baylor 
  
If you have any questions, feel free to contact  
  
Your Senior ABA Rep  
Lexi Gonzales 
alexis_gonzales1@baylor.edu 
  
Your Junior ABA Rep 
Sara Johnson 
sara_johnson1@baylor.edu 
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mailto:klevenda@aldf.org
https://www.quimbee.com/aba/deal?ref=abalsd
https://www.quimbee.com/bar-review?ref=baylor
https://www.quimbee.com/bar-review?ref=baylor
mailto:alexis_gonzales1@baylor.edu
mailto:sara_johnson1@baylor.edu


12. 
   

AcademicBlue  
  

Baylor has partnered with AcademicBlue to offer students free access to myStrength, a 
behavioral health solution that provides evidence-based activities to bolster mental health and 

wellness. The program includes activities to support working through challenges related to 
COVID-19, depression, anxiety, stress, chronic pain and other issues. Students who sign up can 

engage via the web or mobile app, allowing 24/7 access to self-help resources. Students 
can sign up for a free account online. To learn more about the service, watch this 

brief video. 
  
  

13. 
  

Student Support Sessions with TLAP: Anytime! 

 
  

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baylor.edu%2Fcontent%2Fservices%2Femail_link.aspx%3Fl%3DelZKaxUZeFVaVH9XGxFYYhB%2FQX8%3D&data=04%7C01%7CAngela_Cruseturner%40baylor.edu%7C75ae426ca19c4d94345c08d887416a94%7C22d2fb35256a459bbcf4dc23d42dc0a4%7C0%7C0%7C637408062310758297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mOX%2Bglz9YcyriKekJGM4BQOL9cSRdbPyTP8hr3bZNWA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baylor.edu%2Fcontent%2Fservices%2Femail_link.aspx%3Fl%3DelZKaxUZeFVaVH9XGxFYYhJzTYE%3D&data=04%7C01%7CAngela_Cruseturner%40baylor.edu%7C75ae426ca19c4d94345c08d887416a94%7C22d2fb35256a459bbcf4dc23d42dc0a4%7C0%7C0%7C637408062310768297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Il6PzB6yNo1YVARiDvl2%2BJtfY1wn%2FY3ywkJnQdwSe9c%3D&reserved=0


 14. 
  

Quaranteam - COVID Support Group 
  

 
  

The group is designed to simply be a space to join with other Baylor students and talk about the 
impact of Covid. This could be how you have been impacted by being sick, knowing others who 
have been or currently are sick, how quarantine and social distancing has felt, or really any other 
way you have experienced a negative impact. In the group, I hope you could find yourself as a 

listener and participant. There will be little structure, and the group’s purpose is to offer support, 
empathy, understanding, and possibly sharing helpful ways of coping. An important aspect of the 

group to note is that it is not therapy, rather a supportive and safe place. 
  
  

  



15. 
  

The Store – Baylor Food Pantry for Students in Need 
  

The Paul L. Foster Success Center-Student Success Initiatives  hosts a student food pantry 
called The Store. 

While The Store staff supports reducing the risk of increased exposure to COVID-19, we are also 
dedicated to providing the high level of support needed for our students that need to remain on 
campus and the Waco area as classes move online. Stay connected with our office with these 
opportunities: 

1. The Store remains open 8 am-5 pm, Monday-Friday, but is now located in the lobby area of the 
McLane Student Life Center (SLC). Students who have recently utilized The Store were notified of 
our continued services email, text, and through social media posts. 
2. Virtually connecting via our social media outlets for the latest news. Follow us on Facebook 
through The Store, or follow us on Instagram @TheStoreBU. 
3. Students who are struggling to get food, please contact The Store team 
at thestore@baylor.edu We will work with you to determine a plan of action based on your 
specific circumstances. 

As we encounter the rapidly changing events caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19), the Student 
Success Initiatives team will be supporting the prevention efforts as outlined by Baylor University 
officials: https://www.baylor.edu/coronavirus. 

To learn more, visit: https://www.baylor.edu/ssi/index.php?id=947350. 
  

  
16. 

  

  
  
  

It's on us to prevent. 
It's on us to intervene. 

It's on us to care. 
  
Please be sure to take the Title IX Online Course. Through the course, students, faculty and staff 
learned about building healthy relationships, preventing sex-based discrimination and 
intervening safely should they become bystanders in an unhealthy situation. 
   
It is important that everyone is aware of the Title IX policies and understand their role in 
supporting those who encounter sexual or gender-based harassment.  

https://www.baylor.edu/ssi/index.php?id=947350
https://www.baylor.edu/ssi/thestore@baylor.ed
https://www.baylor.edu/coronavirus
https://www.baylor.edu/ssi/index.php?id=947350


  
Sincerely, 
  
The Title IX Team 
Clifton Robinson Tower, Suite 285 
254-710-8454 

  
  
  

STEPHEN RISPOLI 
Assistant Dean of Student Affairs 
and Pro Bono Programs 
Baylor Law. 
One Bear Place #97288 
Waco, TX 76798-7288 
(Office) 254.710.3927 (Cell) 956.371.4350 
Website | Facebook | Twitter 
  
 

http://www.baylor.edu/law
http://www.facebook.com/baylorlawschool
https://twitter.com/BaylorLawSchool

