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HONORS*

Highest Ranking Student 
Aaron Jackson Horner

summa cum laude
Aaron Jackson Horner

cum laude
James McLean Bell III
Katie Roxanne Brown

Tori Blue Coates
Austin David Dam

Bethany Grace Gingras
Tyler Ray Hannusch

Blaine Shelby Hill
Kenneth Matthew Hopkins

Katherine Medler
Michele Hadley Naudin

Cayla Rose Stanford

magna cum laude
Jacob Austin deKeratry Sydney Brooke Hunemuller

Molly Catherine Maier
Bryson Ray Manning 

£The Special Distinction in Litigation is awarded to students who have completed a Litigation Professional Track, have been selected for and completed a Litigation Capstone 
(participation after completion of Practice Court on a national-level mock trial team), and completed at least five additional credit hours from a list of courses designated by the 
Baylor Law Faculty. The student must also meet a minimum grade point average requirement. 

Public Interest Fellows■ 
Kellsey Ann Hansen
Haley Mowdy Owen

Sarah Elizabeth Toben

FELLOWS
Leadership Development Fellows◊ 

Ben George Koshy
Sarah Elizabeth Toben

SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS   
Business Planning◆ 

Aaron Jackson Horner

Criminal Practice� 
Susanna Lynn Lyles

Intellectual Property± 
Austin David Dam

Litigation£ 
Tori Blue Coates

Aaron Jackson Horner
Christina Elaine Rosendahl

*Highest ranking student for the commencement ceremony is based upon grades earned through the previous quarter. Final determination of academic honors, rankings, fellows, and 
special distinctions are made after all grades are recorded for the student’s final quarter of enrollment. A student who meets the requirements for an honors designation, a fellow, or a 
special distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the Law School program and that the student is 
worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations, and mission of Baylor Law. 

◊Leadership Development Fellows must complete the Leadership Engagement and Development class, which focuses not only on the theory of leadership, but also upon intensive self-
assessment and reflection to maximize strengths and overcome weaknesses, and the development of practical skills to enable graduates to make a positive impact in their communities. 
In addition to the class, Leadership Development Fellows must complete additional leadership-related Professional Development programming; serve as an officer of a Baylor Law 
School student organization for a minimum of three quarters; volunteer for at least 25 hours of community service; volunteer for at least 45 hours in a leadership-focused internship; and 
complete the Baylor Ropes Challenge and Team Building Course.

�The Criminal Practice Special Distinction is awarded to students who have completed the Criminal Practice Professional Track, have been selected for and completed the Criminal 
Practice capstone, and completed at least ten additional credit hours from a list of courses designated by the Baylor Law Faculty. The student must also meet a minimum grade 
point average requirement.

◆The Business Planning Special Distinction is awarded to students who have completed the course requirements including the Business Planning capstone.  
The student must also meet a minimum grade point average requirement.

±The Intellectual Property Special Distinction is awarded to students who have completed the course requirements, including the Intellectual Property Law & Entrepreneurship 
Clinic, and have completed the Intellectual Property or Patent Law capstone. The student must also meet a minimum grade point average requirement.

■Public Interest Fellows have earned the designation by completing the pro bono and public service aspirational goals set by the Baylor Law Faculty. These goals include 
completion of over 225 hours of pro bono and public service while enrolled in Baylor Law and completion of at least ten hours of courses that have a public interest focus. 



ELIZABETH M. FRALEY

Professor Elizabeth M. Fraley teaches Practice Court III at Baylor Law. This mandatory course 
focuses on trial and post-trial procedure, summary judgments, and jury selection. During this course, 
students plead, discover, and try a lawsuit from start to finish. Additionally, she assists Professor Gerald 
Powell, the Abner V. McCall Professor of Evidence Law, in Practice Court II, which focuses on trial 
evidence, procedure, and advocacy. She teaches trial advocacy skills, including witness examination, 
opening statements, and closing arguments. She is the Co-director of Baylor Law’s Executive LL.M. in 
Litigation Management Program, serves on the faculty of Baylor Law’s Academy of the Advocate in St 
Andrews, Scotland, and works with the Law School’s mock trial teams.

While serving full-time at Baylor Law, Professor Fraley also maintains a trial practice and actively 
tries cases. Periodically, her students have the opportunity to observe her in trial and are able to watch 
the techniques taught in her classroom put into practice in the courtroom.

Professor Fraley graduated from Newcomb College of Tulane University in 1985 before attending 
Baylor Law. While at Baylor Law, she was a member of the Baylor Law Review and active in national 
moot court and mock trial teams. Following graduation, she joined Scott, Douglass & Luton (now Scott, 
Douglass & McConnico) in Austin, becoming a partner in three years. Professor Fraley then opened 
Fraley & Fraley, LLP in Dallas in 1995 where she served as managing partner. The firm and Professor 
Fraley hold an AV Preeminent rating of 5.0/5.0 with Martindale Hubbell. She is admitted to practice 
before the U.S. Supreme Court and various U.S. District Courts. Her practice focuses on litigation and 
mediating medical malpractice claims, professional licensing claims, and business and commercial 
disputes, and she has tried more than fifty civil jury trials.

 She is a frequent faculty member for NITA’s Southern Deposition Institute and serves as trial faculty 
for the Notre Dame Law School Intensive Trial Academy. She teaches evidences to the state’s judges 
through the Texas Center for the Judiciary.

Professor Fraley is a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) and has served 
on the Masters in Trial team. She is the immediate past president of the Waco ABOTA Chapter and a 
Board Member of the National ABOTA organization. She also serves on the editorial board of ABOTA’s 
national magazine, Voir Dire. Professor Fraley runs the Teachers’ Law School each summer, providing 
civics education for local high school and middle school teachers. She is a member of the Abner V. 
McCall Inn of Court where she serves as a Master. She has been recognized as a Super Lawyer by Texas 
Monthly annually since 2004 and has been named a Best Lawyer in Dallas by D Magazine annually since 
2011. She is a frequent CLE speaker and contributor. She is the author of the updated version of Texas 
Courtroom Evidence.  

Professor Fraley is a half-marathon runner, a traveler, and the proud mother of three children, twins 
Zach and Alex, and Katie.

PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES



BRADLEY J.B. TOBEN

Dean Brad Toben looks upon his position as dean of Baylor Law—indeed he looks upon the profession of 
law—as a way to help individuals, his community, and our larger society.

Dean Toben completed his B.A., with honors, in political science at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. 
As the result of AP credit, heavy course loads, summer school work, and a skipped grade in elementary 
school, he was just beyond his 20th birthday when he graduated in two-and-a-half-years from the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis.

He enrolled in Baylor Law, sight unseen, because he could start law school at mid-year, owing to the 
school’s quarter system. He arrived the day before classes started and went on to graduate from Baylor 
Law with a J.D. with honors in 1977, thereafter being admitted to the bar in Texas and Missouri at age 22. 
Following three-and-a-half years of practice with a St. Louis firm that subsequently merged into the current 
Husch Blackwell, Dean Toben returned to law studies at Harvard Law School in 1980, from which he 
received the LL.M. degree in 1981.

After Harvard, he taught at Indiana University School of Law-Indianapolis. In 1983, Dean Toben jumped 
at an opportunity to join the Baylor Law faculty, returning to a place he had come to regard as a sort of 
professional home. In 1991, when he was 36, he was named dean of the Law School. He is currently the 
longest serving law school dean in the nation among the 203 ABA accredited law schools.

His academic interests during his faculty career at Baylor have focused in the areas of commercial law and 
the relationship of debtors and creditors under state and federal law, although he also has maintained active 
interests in constitutional law and public policy studies. On occasion, Dean Toben has also partnered with a 
minister to teach a seminar course on “Law, Public Policy, and Scripture,” inspired by his lifelong interest in 
theology, and its intersection with his work in the law.

Dean Toben is an elected member of the American Law Institute and has served by appointment of the 
governor of Texas as a Commissioner to the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. 
He has been recognized as an Outstanding Young Alumnus of Baylor University. He also has been recognized 
as a Distinguished Alumnus of the University of Missouri-St. Louis and has received the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis Distinguished Alumni Political Science Award.

Dean Toben has been recognized by the Texas Trial Lawyers Association at a reception in his honor, for 
“exemplary service and commitment as a guiding light in legal scholarship and the pursuit of justice.”

Additionally, Dean Toben has participated regularly in accreditation and membership inspections of law 
schools for the American Bar Association and Association of American Law Schools and has been active in 
the State Bar of Texas, especially in the bankruptcy specialization certification program. He also was previously 
of counsel to the firm of Dawson & Sodd in Texas. He is a Master of the Bench in the Judge Abner V. McCall 
American Inn of Court and is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and the Texas Bar Foundation.

Dean Toben has been active in numerous civic and charitable activities and has served as an elder, trustee, 
deacon, and chair of the board of Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). For many years, he also has 
taught an adult Sunday School class at Central Christian.



His wife, Beth, is a longtime child and adult sexual abuse and assault prosecutor. The Tobens have two 
children: John, a graduate of Oklahoma State University; and Sarah Beth, a graduate of Baylor University, 
former Lady Bear softball player, and Baylor Law graduate. The members of the Toben family are animal lovers, 
and Dean Toben once had aspirations to be a veterinarian. His home is outside of Waco in a semi-rural area, 
and the family menagerie includes several rescues.

Dean Toben enjoys any activity that involves being with his family and had for many years been deeply 
involved in Sarah Beth’s softball endeavors. Dean Toben also enjoys reading, especially biography, history, 
science, and theology.

LEAH W. TEAGUE 

Associate Dean Leah W. Teague’s 28-year tenure as an associate dean is unique in law school academe, 
especially at the same law school. When asked why and how she has been able to stay in this position 
when the average tenure at most other law schools is three to six years, her reply is, “I love Baylor Law and 
I believe in our mission. Baylor Law is a very special place. Baylor is rich in the tradition of faculty, staff, 
and even deans loving what they do here and choosing to stay long term. Dean Toben and I are in our 28th 
year working together for the law school and we have an incredible faculty who are just as committed as 
we are to our first priority—teaching and training the next generation of Baylor Lawyers. We have a great 
working relationship among the faculty and staff and we have talented and hard-working students. I am 
truly blessed to be part of the Baylor Law team.”

Dean Teague comes from a three-generation Baylor Law family. She followed in her father’s and 
brother’s footsteps and attended Baylor University (1983, B.B.A., summa cum laude). She never looked 
at another law school, even though she was fairly certain at the time she entered Baylor Law that she was 
not likely to want to be a trial lawyer. She recalls that she was surprised to find that she “enjoyed” the 
Practice Court experience, as much as one can, and she recognizes the valuable training and professional 
development gained through the experience which has served her well. After earning her J.D. cum laude 
in 1985, she entered private practice with the Waco law firm of Naman Howell Smith & Lee, where she 
practiced for four years in the firm’s business section. Her primary interest and focus was tax planning.

In addition to her administrative duties she has taught a variety of tax and transactional classes. She 
currently co-teaches the Leadership Engagement and Development course, which is part of Baylor Law’s 
unique Leadership Development Program. She also served as the chair of the university’s Illuminate Steering 
Committee, a university faculty committee charged with assisting with the university academic strategic plan. 

Dean Teague recognizes that being a lawyer is a privilege that requires her to give back to society. She is 
a co-founder and immediate past chair of the American Association of Law Schools Section on Leadership. 
She serves on the Executive Committee of the Texas Federal Tax Institute and the board of directors of 
Waco Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Collaborative, Inc. She was a member of the American Council on 
Education’s Women’s Network Executive Council and past chair for Texas Women in Higher Education. 
She is an elected member of the Texas Bar Foundation and a past president of the Waco-McLennan 



County Bar Association and Midway Education Foundation. She is an alumna of the Leadership Texas 
and Leadership America programs. She has been recognized as an Outstanding Alumnus for Leadership 
Waco and a Woman of Distinction by the Bluebonnet Council of Girl Scouts. Having participated in two 
Oxford Round Tables on the topic of the status of women leaders in society, she is highly involved in 
leadership development efforts. She writes and speaks on tax, business, nonprofit, and leadership topics.

Dean Teague and her husband Ted are very active in the Waco community. Dean Teague’s two 
daughters and son-in-law are graduates of Baylor University. One of her daughters is also a graduate of 
Baylor Law.

GERALD R. POWELL

During his undergraduate days at Baylor University, Professor Gerald R. Powell was a top debater. He 
reigned as champion of the Southwest Conference and qualified for the national debate tournament. It is 
a skill that has served him well as both a trial lawyer and as a teacher in Baylor Law’s renowned Practice 
Court Program. He is known for the tough love he exhibits to his students in Practice Court advocacy 
sessions. He said PC is a method that works.

“I guess the old adage is, ‘the proof is in the pudding,’ ” he says. “When you look at our graduates and 
what they accomplish in the world, that’s a reflection on our program, and that makes us very proud. The 
students come in very smart, and we take them and turn them into very capable lawyers, so that by the end, 
they are ready to step into a courtroom and represent a client or take the bench as a judge. It’s personally 
rewarding to see that transformation.”

Professor Powell, a native Wacoan, earned his J.D. from Baylor Law in 1977, and was ranked first in his 
class. During his time at Baylor Law, he was a member of the national mock trial team and national moot 
court team, and executive editor of the Baylor Law Review.

He joined the Dallas law firm of Vial, Hamilton, Koch & Knox in 1977, and had an active litigation 
practice with the firm. He made partner in 1982. In 1986, Professor Powell returned to Baylor Law to teach, 
and in 1987 he was appointed the Abner V. McCall Professor of Evidence Law. Professor Powell also has 
been named a Master Teacher by Baylor University, the highest honor granted to Baylor faculty members.

He has written and spoken extensively on evidence, procedure, and trial advocacy topics and has co-
authored two books on Texas evidence, A Practical Guide to the Texas Rules of Civil Evidence and Texas 
Rules of Civil Evidence with Objections.

Professor Powell is an associate of the American Board of Trial Advocates, a professional association 
of experienced trial lawyers, and was appointed by the President of the State Bar of Texas to the Court 
Reorganization Task Force. He has served on the Administration of Rules of Evidence Committee for 
the State Bar of Texas. Additionally, he has taught judicial training courses for the Texas Center for the 
Judiciary.

LEAH W. TEAGUE (CONTINUED)



When not teaching at Baylor Law, Professor Powell enjoys outdoor activities, traveling, and reading. He 
is the former Scoutmaster of Troop 453, Boy Scouts of America. In that capacity, he has led Scouts on week-
long expeditions in backcountry New Mexico and hiked 40 miles through the Grand Canyon in Arizona. 
He also enjoys pursuing his interests in history and historic ship modeling. His office boasts a fully detailed 
1:90 scale model of the H.M.S. Victory, a British sailing ship made famous by Lord Admiral Horatio Nelson 
at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. The model took 11 years to build.

Professor Powell has often taught Baylor continuing education classes on historical subjects. He has 
served as a director on the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame & Museum Advisory Board, and he originated the 
Baylor-Waco Civil War Round Table in the late 1980’s.

Professor Powell and his wife, Barbara, have two children: Colin, a Baylor Law graduate; and Calley, a 
Baylor University graduate.

JAMES E. WREN

Professor Jim Wren knows how to talk to juries, and he knows how to teach law students and young 
lawyers to talk to juries.

Professor Wren is the Leon Jaworski Chair of Practice and Procedure at Baylor Law, the Director 
of the Baylor Practice Court Program, and Co-Director of the Baylor Executive LL.M. in Litigation 
Management. He graduated with a J.D. cum laude from Baylor Law in 1980. He added an M.A. in 
International Relations from the University of Kent at Canterbury in 1982.

As a graduate of Baylor Law and its Practice Court Program, Professor Wren is a staunch advocate 
for the rigors of a Baylor Law education. “We prepare leaders—regardless of what they plan to do 
professionally—to stand and deliver, to do what’s hard. These folks—the ones who are willing to pay the 
price and do what others back away from—are exactly the people we want to be training.”

Professor Wren was recruited to Baylor Law in 2006 to teach Practice Court. Prior to joining the 
Baylor Law faculty, he served for many years as an adjunct professor teaching the Management of 
Complex Litigation course to third-year students. He comes from a specialization in business litigation, 
including business fraud, professional liability, and fiduciary litigation. While in private practice he was 
named a Texas Super Lawyer in Business Litigation each year from the time the designation originated 
in 2002. In December 2011, James Publishing (San Francisco) released his first book, Proving Damages 
to the Jury (with the latest edition to be published in 2020). He has subsequently co-authored two 
additional books with Professor Jeremy Counseller and Professor Liz Fraley, Texas Commercial Causes 
of Action and Texas Trial Procedure & Evidence, both published by ALM in 2015 (and currently in their 
fourth editions).

He is board certified in Civil Trial Advocacy by the National Board of Trial Advocacy and in Civil 
Trial Law and Personal Injury Trial Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. He was designated 
in 2012 as a Baylor Outstanding Professor, and in 2016 as Mentor of the Year by the Waco-McLennan 
County Young Lawyers.



At Baylor Law, Professor Wren starts class each morning at 7:45 and insists that “in court and 
class there’s no such thing as on time; you’re either early or you’re late.” He teaches advocacy that is 
respectfully but relentlessly persistent, with cross examination built on demonstrating the truth one 
undeniable fact at a time.

Professor Wren served as President of the National Board of Trial Advocacy—the ABA-accredited 
national certifying board for civil trial, criminal trial, and other legal specializations—from 2009-2011, 
and now serves on its National Board of Directors. He is a Master of the Bench in the Judge Abner V. 
McCall American Inn of Court, a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation and the Texas Bar Foundation, 
a former director of the Texas Trial Lawyers Association, and former president of the Waco chapter of the 
American Board of Trial Advocates.

Professor Wren continues to represent clients in various courts around the nation. He is licensed 
for federal practice before the United States Supreme Court, the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, the 
U.S. Court of Federal Claims, and the Western, Northern, Eastern and Southern Districts of Texas, and 
appears in other federal and state courts by special admission. He is a graduate of Trial Lawyers College 
in Dubois, Wyoming, and has served on the teaching faculty of Trial Advocacy College, sponsored by the 
Texas Trial Lawyers Association.

JAMES E. WREN (CONTINUED)



The teaching of law at Baylor University began in 1849. The School of Law was formally organized in 1857 with 
a course of study leading to the bachelor of laws degree. The Law School had among its early teachers several 
eminent lawyers and jurists in the early history of Texas, among them R.E.B. Baylor, Abner S. Lipscomb, John 
Sayles, and Royal T. Wheeler, the first dean of the Law School. The Law School was closed in 1883, and its modern 
history stems from its reorganization and reopening in 1920 under the leadership of Dean Allen G. Flowers, who 
served as its dean from 1920-35.

The Law School has operated continuously since that date, except for the period 1943-46, when World War II 
interrupted its operation. It was led in the pre-war and post-war periods by Deans Thomas E. McDonald (1935-
39), Abner E. Lipscomb (1940-41), and Leslie Jackson (1941-48).

Abner V. McCall was dean of the Law School from 1948 to 1959, and served as President of the University from 
1961-1981. William J. Boswell followed McCall as dean, serving from 1959-65. Dean Angus S. McSwain joined 
the faculty in 1949 and served as dean from 1965-84. Dean McSwain then returned to full-time teaching and was 
succeeded by Charles W. Barrow, who was a Justice on the Texas Supreme Court at the time of his selection as 
dean. Dean Barrow served as dean from 1984 to 1991. Brad Toben has been dean since 1991.

The achievements of our alumni are the best evidence of a law school that, over the many decades, is making a 
profound and demonstrable impact upon our communities, our state, and our nation, in all manner of service 
capacities and venues. Our alumni, serving in their practice settings and in many venues beyond, are our proudest 
achievement at Baylor Law. The following is only a brief example of Baylor Lawyers’ service in the public sector 
and in bar associations and professional organizations.
 
Two presidents of the American Bar Association have been Baylor Law graduates—the late Morris Harrell and the 
distinguished Watergate Special Prosecutor, the late Leon Jaworski. In 2008-09 and 2009-10, two Baylor Lawyers 
(Harper Estes and Roland K. Johnson) served back-to-back as the president of the State Bar of Texas, the second 
largest organized bar in the nation. A total of eleven Baylor Lawyers have served as president of the State Bar of 
Texas, and one has served as the president of the New Mexico Bar Association. Two Baylor Lawyers (Craig Lewis 
and Lewis Sifford) served as the national president of the American Board of Trial Advocates, respectively in 2007 
and 2010. Eight Baylor Lawyers have led the Texas Trial Lawyers Association: George Chandler in 2003, John 
Eddie Williams in 2004, Nelson Roach in 2009, George “Tex” Quesada in 2010, Steve Harrison in 2012, Bryan 
Blevins in 2015, John Lin McCraw in 2017, and Glenn Cunningham in 2018.
 
Twice, Baylor Lawyers have served as the Governor of the State of Texas, twice as the Attorney General of Texas 
and once as the Governor of Guam. Baylor Lawyers have served as the Lt. Governor of Texas and in other 
statewide offices. Many Baylor Law alumni/ae serve and have served in the Texas Senate and the Texas House 
of Representatives. Baylor Lawyers have served in the United States Senate and House of Representatives. Baylor 
Lawyers have twice led the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Baylor Lawyers have served as the United States 
Ambassador to El Salvador, to Mexico, and as the United States Ambassador – Chief of Protocol.

The History of Baylor 
University School of Law





Sentiments of the Spring 2020 
Graduating Class 

 
I couldn’t have done it without my family. Thank you, Mom, Dad, Duncan, Sarah, Jeremy, Hunter and 
Hadyn. Love you all! Mom and Dad: I’ll pay you back someday! Maybe! 
Rachel Anne Banks 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Hereford, Texas 
 
Thank you to Zach, my family, friends, Zeke, Dexter, and Bentley. I never would have made it through 
without your love, support, and (a lot of) patience. So glad it’s finally over! 
Samantha Jo Baynes 
B.A., The Ohio State University 
Hometown – Cincinnati, Ohio 
 
James McLean Bell III 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Thank you to my family, especially to my parents, who unconditionally supported my dream to go to law 
school and encouraged me at every turn. You instilled in me that I could do and be anything, but also 
that the most important thing was to be kind. This is your achievement as much as my own.  
Madison Rene Berberet 
B.A., University of Kansas 
Hometown – Andover, Kansas 
 
I can't say it was a lot of fun. But at least it’s over now. There will always be a special place in my heart 
for my family and friends, as well the staff and faculty that helped along the way. Good enough. 
Cody Lance Branstetter 
B.A., Missouri State University 
Hometown – Brandsville, Missouri 
 
I could not have done this without such an amazing support system God has given me. I am so grateful 
for my parents, friends, siblings, PC partner, Lucy, and my entire family for being there for me whenever 
I needed encouragement. I am so blessed! God called me to Baylor Law and I cannot wait you see what 
He does with all that I have learned. All the glory to Jesus.  
Katie Roxanne Brown 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Rockwall, Texas 
 
I want to thank my parents, my law family, and my brother for supporting me all the way. I had a great 
time. 
Christopher David Carbonaro 
B.A., George Fox University 
Hometown – Makawao, Hawaii 
 
 



 
 

To Lonnie, Twila, and Jacey—thank you. “My every effort has been to live for Him who rescued me, to 
study for Him who gave me this mind, to serve Him who fashioned my will, and to speak for Him who 
gave me a voice.” – Ravi Zacharias 
Tori Blue Coates 
B.S., Oklahoma State University 
Hometown – Westville, Oklahoma 
 
To Mom and Dad, thank you for your continued support. I could not ask for better role models in my life. 
To my fiancée Hannah, thank you for always lifting me up and believing in me when I didn’t believe in 
myself. To my classmates, thank God it’s over. 
Tyler Lenwood Cortinas 
B.S., Oklahoma State University 
Hometown – Seabrook, Texas 
 
To my family— thank you for all your love and support, and for understanding when I missed family 
functions and didn’t return phone calls the last three years. To my friends— thank you for being the best 
form of stress-relief a girl could ask for. 
Kyli Lyn Cotten 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Comanche, Texas 
 
I don't know if my family will ever get the opportunity to read this, but if they do, I want them to know 
how grateful I am for their sacrifices so that I can be where I am today. 
Caylin Cierra Craig 
B.A., University of Arkansas 
Hometown – Oologah, Oklahoma 
 
Jonathan Michael Crocker 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Arlington, Texas 
 
Austin David Dam 
B.S., University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Hometown – Arlington, Nebraska 
 
"I was never afraid of failure; for I would sooner fail than not be among the greatest." 
-John Keats 
Thank you to my family and friends. 
Jacob Austin deKeratry 
B.A., Georgetown University 
Hometown – Belton, Texas 
 
Rohit Dhar 
B.A., University of California  
Hometown – Fremont, California 
 
 
 



 
 

To my family, thank you. I would not be here or who I am if not for those who came before me. 
Joshua Austin Dinsmore 
B.A., University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
Hometown – Portales, New Mexico 
 
Amy Charlene Donlon 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Memphis, Tennessee 
 
Cody Timothy Dowling 
B.B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Trust the process! 
Megan Ann Ferguson 
B.A., University of Mississippi 
Hometown – Portland, Oregon 
 
Thank you, Mom, Dad, and Tina, for your support throughout law school; the late-night calls and care 
packages with stress balls and goods baked with love helped me more than you know.  Thank you, Brian, 
for your continuous encouragement and inspiration – Per Aspera Ad Astra. 
Elisa Nicole Forestier 
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – San Antonio, Texas 
 
To my family, thank you for your unwavering support and for instilling the values of hard work and faith 
in me. Friends, thank you for the joyful memories we needed to get through law school. Professors, 
thank you for your endless patience, even when it didn’t seem endless. My gratitude runs marrow deep.  
Stefan Gabriel Garcia 
B.B.A., University of the Incarnate Word 
Hometown – San Antonio, Texas 
 
It takes a village and I am endlessly grateful for the people in mine. Thankful for the inspiration of Frank 
Bass and Donald Ivins and for the example of strength my Mom has always been. Dedicating this 
achievement to my Grandma, who would have been so proud of this day. 
Bethany Grace Gingras 
B.A., University of Florida 
Hometown – Orlando, Florida 
 
Jen, Mom, and Dad — Thank you so much for your love and support over the past three years. I would 
not have made it to this point without the endless love, patience, and encouragement from each of you. 
I love you all so much. 
George Berry Graves IV 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Waco, Texas 
 
 
 



 
 

Jennifer Lynn Griffin 
B.S., University of Alaska 
M.S., University of Texas 
 
I want to thank my family for their continuous love and support. I am especially grateful to my mother, 
Julie, for her encouragement and guidance. 
Alexa Jane Griggs 
B.A., University of Mississippi 
Hometown – Gadsden, Alabama 
 
I am extremely blessed to have the family and friends that I have. The never-ending support and 
encouragement you all have shown me is beyond what I could have ever imagined. Thank you for 
making this dream attainable! 
Tyler Ray Hannusch 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Cedar Creek, Texas 
 
To my family and friends who stood by me through this journey: thank you. Your continuous love and 
support helped me more than you could ever know, and this achievement is just as much yours as it is 
mine. 
Kellsey Ann Hansen 
B.S., University of Wyoming 
Hometown – Casper, Wyoming 
 
Thank you to my parents, for believing in and supporting me; to my siblings for reminding me to be 
humble; to Cassie, my PC partner, for keeping me sane; and to my friends for still being my friends when 
all I could talk about was law school. James 1:2-4 
Hallie Rachel Hicks 
B.S., Sam Houston State University 
Hometown – Friendswood, Texas 
 
I want to thank all my family and friends that have loved and supported me over the years. Thank you 
for believing in me when I suddenly changed my career path junior year of undergrad from journalism to 
becoming a lawyer. As always, to God be the glory. 
Blaine Shelby Hill 
B.A., Texas Tech University 
Hometown – Borger, Texas 
 
Kenneth Matthew Hopkins 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Azle, Texas 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

“I’m a success today because I had a friend who believed in me and I didn’t have the heart to let him 
down.”  - Abraham Lincoln 
To my parents, sister, grandparents, and loved ones who have supported me over the years: this 
moment is yours! You inspire my life’s journey! 
Aaron Jackson Horner 
B.S., Gardner-Webb University 
Hometown – Moravian Falls, North Carolina 
 
Thank you to my Mom, Dad, Brittany, Ryan, and my friends who have lovingly encouraged me 
throughout this journey. Thank you for teaching me how to laugh at myself and to have a sense of 
humor – I couldn't have made it through law school without it. 
Sydney Brooke Hunemuller 
B.B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Argyle, Texas 
 
I want to thank God and my family for helping me stay focused and for being by my side through the 
moments of anxiety and frustration. 
Olaoluwa Aduralere Israel 
B.A., University of Texas at Dallas 
Hometown – Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria 
 
Thanks to my family for the unwavering support and encouragement, my friends for keeping me sane, 
and Truelove for $2 mystery beers and Thursday night karaoke. And a special thanks to Professors Bates, 
Meier, Fuselier, Miller, and Wren. Without you all, I would have dropped out years ago. 
Blake Edward Jones 
B.B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Huffman, Texas 
 
“‘I wish it need not have happened in my time,’ said Frodo. ‘So do I,’ said Gandalf, ‘and so do all who live 
to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time 
that is given us.’” - J.R.R. Tolkien 
Ben George Koshy 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Dallas, Texas 
 
To my family and friends - your love and support has and always will be unwavering and has been vital in 
getting me to today. Despite its rigor, a Baylor Law degree is a blessing, though sometimes in disguise. 
Stay low boys, keep those feet moving. 
Lee Philip Lazear 
B.S., Tulane University 
Hometown – Houston, Texas 
 
Danielle Quinn Yi Lin 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Spring, Texas 
 



 
 

Thank you to my friends and family for supporting me through the three most challenging and 
rewarding years of my life. Baylor Law was an experience I will never forget and one I will always be 
grateful for. 
Susanna Lynn Lyles 
B.S., Texas Tech University 
Hometown – Las Cruces, New Mexico 
 
To my parents, thank you for your endless love and encouragement, not just for the last three years but 
for every single day of my life. To my sister, thank you for being my roommate, best friend, and biggest 
supporter. And to all my friends and family, thank you for helping me through this journey, I truly could 
not have done it without you! 
Molly Catherine Maier 
B.S., University of Wyoming 
Hometown – Monument, Colorado 
 
I would not be here today if it wasn’t for the support and love of my family. Mom, Dad, Brother: Thank 
you for all that you have done for me. I am truly blessed to have all of you in my life. 
Gabriel Nicholas Maliha 
B.A., University of Pennsylvania 
Hometown – Amarillo, Texas 
 
Thank you to my fiancé, Michelle, my family, and my friends for your support and encouragement 
throughout law school. This is an accomplishment for all of us. I would not be where I am today without 
each of you. 
Bryson Ray Manning 
B.S., University of Texas at Dallas 
Hometown – Allen, Texas 
 
Gregory Carson May 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Dallas, Texas 
 
Lacey Marie McCoy 
B.B.A., Sam Houston State University 
Hometown – Conroe, Texas 
 
This has been the most incredible and difficult three years of my life. I owe a huge thanks to God, my 
family, friends, and the Baylor family. I wouldn’t be where I am today without your love and support. 
Maria Lynn McIntyre 
B.S., Mount St. Mary’s University 
M.B.A., Mount St. Mary’s University 
Hometown – Somerville, New Jersey 
 
For my family, with gratitude. And for Bennett, with all my heart.  
Katherine Medler 
B.A., Harvard University 
Hometown – Kealakekua, Hawaii 



 
 

 
Law school was nothing like “Legally Blonde” but at least I’m leaving with a degree and friends that I will 
cherish forever. Thank you to my family, friends, and Baylor faculty that believed in me when I didn’t 
believe in myself. Congratulations Class of 2020, we did it!!! 
Michele Hadley Naudin 
B.S., University of Central Arkansas 
Hometown – Princeton, Texas 
 
Shout out to my best friend, teacher, PC partner, and husband, Ryan Owen, for being my rock for the 
last three years and not killing me during Big Trial (and for still marrying me when it was over). To Kat: 
I'm so grateful you chose me to be your person--I'll always be your person, no matter where you go. To 
Amy: thanks for taking better care of me than I deserve. And most importantly, thanks to my family for 
supporting me every step of the way, especially my parents (Mowdy and Gribbin), Jaxson, Morgan, 
Corrine, and my grandparents. I love you all more than books! 
Haley Mowdy Owen 
B.A., University of Oklahoma 
M.A., Texas Woman’s University 
Hometown – Norman, Oklahoma 
 
Thank you to my wonderful wife, Haley, for all your love and support. I'm so lucky to have found you . . . 
at orientation. Thank you to my Mom, Stepdad, Grandma and Grandpa for being there when I needed 
you the most. This degree required hard work, grit, and an open mind, all of which I learned from my 
family.  
Ryan Mitchell Owen 
B.B.A., University of Texas at Arlington 
Hometown – Arlington, Texas 
 
Jordan Alejandro Palmer 
B.A., Texas Tech University 
Hometown – Waxahachie, Texas 
 
Thank you to my family, friends, dogs, and John for encouraging me and helping me to achieve this 
milestone. I am forever grateful for the friends I made along the way, the Professors who believed in me 
and the life lessons I learned. It sure was a wild ride. 
Cassandra Hope Patterson 
B.A., University of Illinois 
Hometown – Rochester, Illinois 
 
Thank you, Mom. Thank you, Dad. Thank you, Steve.  
"Life is about not knowing, having to change, taking the moment, and making the best of it, without 
knowing what's going to happen next. Delicious Ambiguity." – Gilda Radner 
Haley Rose Reid 
B.S., State University of New York College - Geneseo 
Hometown – Rochester, New York 
 
Alex SungJong Rhee 
B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University 
Hometown – Prospect Heights, Illinois 



 
 

 
Katarina Reneé Roach 
B.A., University of Nevada Las Vegas 
Hometown – Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
Thank you to all those who believed in me and helped me along the way: my family, friends, 
professors, and Robert and his family. I could not have done it without you all and your endless 
support. 
Christina Elaine Rosendahl 
B.A., Southwestern University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Hannah Santasawatkul 
B.S., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Cerritos, California 
 
Jeff, today would not have happened without you. Thank you for always loving, encouraging, and 
supporting me and my wild dreams. Your belief in me, when I had none, gave me the strength I needed 
to finish this three-year adventure. I love you. 
Ashley Nicole Shultz 
B.A., Baylor University 
M.A., Marymount University 
 
Thanks to all my friends and family for always supporting me, and a special thanks to Mom, Dad, Drew 
S., Bethani, Will, and Drew H. I wouldn't be here without y'all! 
Lindsey Nicole Smith 
B.S., University of Arkansas  
Hometown – Irving, Texas 
 
Thank you to my family and friends for all their love and support. To my mother, thank you for believing 
in me when others didn’t and doing everything in your power to help me succeed. To my partner, thank 
you for supporting me, sacrificing for me, and taking care of me. 
Sidney Alise Smith 
B.S., University of Wyoming 
Hometown – Sheridan, Wyoming 
 
Thank you to all my family and friends who have helped me through Law School. A special thank you to 
my wife, Jennah, whose love, support, and sacrifice made it possible. 
Zachary Cale Smitherman 
B.A., Texas Tech University 
Hometown – Garland, Texas 
 
Cayla Rose Stanford 
B.S., Southwestern Assemblies of God University 
Hometown – Corinth, Texas 
 
 



 
 

Garrett Lawson Stanford 
B.A., Southern Methodist University 
Hometown – Dallas, Texas 
 
To my family, thank you for always being there for me and supporting me no matter what (especially 
during PC). To Alaina, thank you for always getting me treats from Trader Joe's and always knowing how 
to make me smile. To Justin, Carson, and Stefan, well...y'all know. To the friends I made during my past 
three years at Baylor Law, I couldn't have done it without you! 
Seth David Stukalin 
B.S., Chapman University 
Hometown – Dallas, Texas 
 
My eternal gratitude to those who supported me every step of the way.  
Micah 6:8 
Allison Paige Szabo 
B.S., Lubbock Christian University 
Hometown – Merkel, Texas 
 
Thank you to my family for their unwavering support, guidance, and encouragement. Special thanks to 
Matt, Tyler, Madison, and Juan: I could not have survived without y'all! 
William R. Thornhill III 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
Mom and Dad – Thank you! I would not be who I am today without your patience, support, and love. “It 
takes a village to raise a child.” No truer words have been said to describe my relationship with the 
Baylor Law Family. I am grateful for each of you. P.S. My fun did NOT die! 
Sarah Elizabeth Toben 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Waco, Texas 
 
“I can’t believe reading and writing paid off. For once, maybe now someone will call me ‘sir without 
adding, ‘you’re making a scene.” Homer Simpson 
Christian Andrew Truelove 
B.A., Columbia University 
Hometown – Grand Prairie, Texas 
 
To my family, friends, and mentors; my wolf pack. I cannot thank you enough for the love and support 
you have shown me throughout this law school experience. Thank you for enduring all my bad jokes, the 
weeks (or months) of radio silence, and for encouraging me when I needed it most. If I have 
accomplished anything it is because of the strength you’ve given me. 
Sarah Elizabeth Van Sciver 
B.A., Texas A&M University 
Hometown – Universal City, Texas 
 
 



 
 

To my mom and dad, thank you for always believing in me, especially when there were times when I did 
not. To Mary, thank you for reminding me what’s truly important in life. To Gil, thank you for conquering 
mountains with me and for homemade pasta! 
Ann Lawrence Vondrak 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Kingwood, Texas 
 
Justin David Waldo 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Austin, Texas 
 
To Mom and Dad, thank you for your constant encouragement, love, prayers, and support. To Robbie, 
thank you for being a blessing of a brother; your determination and perseverance motivated me to keep 
going during the tough times. To the Brunch Bunch, thank you for the gifs, memes, and laughs. I couldn't 
have made it through PC without y'all! Finally, to Mamaw and Nana, I hope I have made you both proud. 
I love you all, and I wouldn't be here without you.  
Baleigh Alyse West 
B.A., Baylor University 
Hometown – Hewitt, Texas 
 
It's easy to grin when your ship comes in and you've got the stock market beat. But the man worthwhile, 
is the man who can smile, when his shorts are too tight in the seat. - Judge Elihu Smails 
Jackson Ross Willingham 
B.A., University of Texas 
Hometown – Midland, Texas 
 
Mom, thanks for always believing in me. Without you, this is impossible. Royce, Gena, and Melissa 
thanks for always listening. It means more than y'all realize. 
Brian Michael Wisenbaker 
B.A., Tulane University 
Hometown – Tyler, Texas 
 


