
FEBRUARY 24, 2017 WRITING COMPETITIONS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

FEBRUARY: 

 

Louis Jackson National Student Writing Competition in Employment and Labor Law  

The Louis Jackson National Student Writing Competition is accepting papers on any topic 

relating to the law governing the workplace, such as employment law, labor law, employee 

benefits, or employment discrimination. Authors must have completed or be currently taking 

coursework in employment or labor law. The winning entries will be published in the Institute 

for Law and the Workplace. In addition, one award of $3,000 and two awards of $1,000 will be 

presented to the top three entries. The deadline is February 28, 2017. For more information, 

please visit http://www.kentlaw.iit.edu/institutes-centers/institute-for-law-and-the-

workplace/louis-jackson-writing-competition.  

 

MARCH: 

 

State Bar of Texas Diversity in the Profession Committee Bar Exam Prep Scholarship 2017 

This scholarship serves to facilitate diverse students’ entrance into the legal profession by 

assisting them to meet the challenges and financial burdens of successfully preparing for the 

Texas state bar exam. The scholarships will be awarded to diverse third year law school 

students, for assistance in preparing for the Texas Bar Exam, based on their academic 

achievement, leadership abilities, involvement in the community, and participation in diversity-

related student organizations. The scholarship recognizes diversity based upon gender, race, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, and/or disability. The deadline is March 1, 2017. 

For more information, please see Jenny Branson.  

 

Fitch Law Partners LLP Scholarships 

Fitch Law Partners LLP will be awarding a scholarship to a current law school student as well 

as an undergraduate student with aspirations of going into law school. The goal of these 

scholarships is to help a lawyer of tomorrow with the financial cost of higher education. Our firm 

is proud to be investing in the education of future attorneys by helping students with their 

tuition expenses. The award is $1,500. The deadline is March 1, 2017. For more information, 

please visit http://www.fitchlp.com/Scholarship.shtml.   

 

American Bankruptcy Institute Student Writing Competition  

The American Bankruptcy Institute is pleased to invite students to participate in its Eight 

Annual ABI Bankruptcy Law Student Writing Competition. First, second and third place will be 

awarded. Papers may cover current issues regarding bankruptcy jurisdiction, bankruptcy 

litigation, or evidence in bankruptcy cases or proceedings. The paper may address business or 

consumer cases and may include matters such as bankruptcy sales, plan confirmation, and other 

topics that involve jurisdiction, litigation, or evidence in the bankruptcy courts. Available awards 

include $4,000 in prize money. The deadline is March 1, 2017. For more information, please visit 

http://papers.abi.org/.   

 

National Italian American Foundation Scholarship 

The National Italian American Foundation (NIAF) awards scholarships summer to 60-70 

outstanding students in a variety of academic disciplines for use during the following academic 

year. Scholarships range from $2,500-$12,000. The deadline is March 1, 2017. For more 

information, please visit http://www.niaf.org/programs/scholarships-overview/.  
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ABA Legal Opportunity Scholarship Fund 

This $5,000 scholarship is intended to provide financial assistance & encourage racial and ethnic 

minority students to apply to law school. Twenty awards will be made to entering first-year 

students and may be renewable for two additional years, resulting in financial assistance 

totaling $15,000. Recipients will be selected based on their qualifications for the scholarship and 

not on the law school they plan to attend.  The deadline is March 2, 2017.  For more information, 

please visit 

http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/images/diversity_pipeline/2017%20ABA%20LOS%

20Fillable%20App.pdf.  

 

Trandafir Writing Competition  

Each year, Transnational Law & Contemporary Problems, in conjunction with the University of 

Iowa College of Law International and Comparative Law Program, conducts an annual world 

affairs student writing competition. The competition is open to law students and to graduate 

students in all disciplines. The winning essay will be published in Transnational Law & 
Contemporary Problems. The deadline is March 3, 2017. For more information, please visit 

http://www.uiowa.edu/~tlcp/trandafir_competition.html.  

 

Hon. William C. Conner Intellectual Property Law Writing Competition  

The New York Intellectual Property Law Association calls for submissions to the annual William 

C. Conner Intellectual Property Law Writing Competition. An entry must be written about any 

of the traditional subject areas of intellectual property, e.g., patents, trademarks, copyrights, 

trade secrets, unfair trade practices, and antitrust. There is a twenty (20) page limit for all 

entries. First place will receive $1,500. Second place will receive $1,000. The deadline is March 3, 

2017. For more information, please visit 

http://www.nyipla.org/nyipla/ConnerWritingCompetition.asp.   

 

Ed Mendrzycki Essay Contest for Law Students and Young Lawyers 

The Ed Mendrzycki Essay Contest is conducted by the American Bar Association Standing 

Committee on Lawyers’ Professional Liability and the San Francisco law firm of Long & Levit 

LLP. The contest involves the ethical concerns arising under the Model Rules of Professional 

Conduct where a law firm seeks to affiliate itself with litigation funding companies, including 

undertaking representation of one such company and, in turn, recommending its services to the 

firm’s clients. The award is $5,000. The deadline is March 3, 2017. For more information, please 

visit http://www.americanbar.org/groups/lawyers_professional_liability/awards.html.  

 

Affordable Housing and Community Development Law Writing Competition 

Papers should address any legal issue regarding affordable housing and/or community 

development law. Winner receives a prize of $1,000, publication, and a trip to attend the annual 

conference in Washington, D.C. The deadline is March 3, 2017. For details visit: 

http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/images/affordable_housing/gc-approved-2017-

writing-competition-guidelines.pdf.   

 

Dallas Hispanic Law Foundation Scholarship 

The Dallas Hispanic Law Foundation is an organization committed to the advancement of 

Hispanics in the legal profession. It awards scholarships to worthy Hispanic law students. The 

application includes an essay in which you must specifically describe how you intend to use your 

law degree to benefit the Hispanic community in Texas. The deadline is March 6, 2017. For more 

information, please visit http://www.dallashispaniclawfoundation.com/scholarships.html.  
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Berkeley Technology Law Journal 2017 Writing Competition 

This competition will accept submissions on a wide variety of topics at the intersection of law and 

technology, including but not limited to: intellectual property, antitrust, First Amendment 

issues, entertainment and new media, telecommunications, biotechnology, internet, and 

cybercrime. The first prize winner will receive $2,000 and be published in the Fall 2015 issue, if 

it meets the Journal’s publication standards, the second prize winner will receive $750, and the 

third prize winner will receive $500. The deadline is March 6, 2017. For more information, please 

visit http://btlj.org/2017/01/spring-2017-writing-competition/.     

 

Sidney B. Williams Jr. Scholarship  

Applicants for this scholarship will write an essay of no more than 250 words explaining how the 

American Intellectual Property Law Association’s Sidney B. Williams Jr. Scholarship/Thurgood 

Marshall College Fund will help make a difference in meeting their goals of engaging in the full- 

time practice of Intellectual Property law. The deadline is March 15, 2017. For more information, 

please visit http://www.aiplef.org/scholars/sidney-b-williams-jr-scholarships/.   

 

Cameron County (TX) Bar Association Law Student Scholarship 

The Cameron County Bar Association will award $2,500 in financial assistance annually to one 

scholarship recipient who is enrolled in an ABA-accredited law school. The applicant’s financial 

need; personal, family, and educational background; personal statement; and participation in 

community service activities will be considered in selecting the recipients of the CCBA 

Scholarship. It is important for every applicant to complete all portions of the application. The 

deadline is March 17, 2017. For more information or for an application, please contact Jenny 

Branson.  

 

DRI 2017 Law Student Diversity Scholarship 

DRI announces its annual Law Student Diversity Scholarship program, open to rising (2015–16) 

second- and third-year African American, Hispanic, Asian, and Native American students. All 

rising second- and third-year female law students are also eligible, regardless of race or 

ethnicity. Any other rising second- and third-year law students who come from backgrounds that 

would add to the cause of diversity, regardless of race or gender, are eligible to apply. Two 

scholarships in the amount of $10,000 each will be awarded to applicants who best meet the 

criteria of demonstrated academic excellence, service to the profession, service to the community, 

and service to the cause of diversity. Applications must include three recommendations, a cover 

letter, and an essay. The deadline is March 31, 2017. For more information, please visit 

https://www.dri.org/docs/default-

source/webdocs/twitter/dri2017diversityscholarshipapplication.pdf?sfvrsn=2.  

 

Frederikson & Byron Minority Scholarship Program 

The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation Minority Scholarship Program sponsors educational 

opportunities for currently enrolled, first-year law students of diverse backgrounds. The 

Foundation offers one award of $15,000. The deadline is March 31, 2017. For more information, 

please visit http://www.fredlaw.com/our_firm/diversity/minority_scholarship/.  
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Prize in International Insolvency Studies  

The International Insolvency Institute is pleased to announce its 2017 Prize in International 

Insolvency Studies. The prize is awarded for original legal research, commentary, or analysis on 

topics of international insolvency, the comparative international analysis of domestic insolvency, 

and restructuring issues and developments. The deadline is March 31, 2017. For more 

information, please visit http://www.iiiglobal.org/node/55.    

 

LSAC Diversity Committee Diversity Writing Competition 

The topic for the 2017 competition is “Why Pipeline Programs Targeting Students from 

Underrepresented Racial and Ethnic Backgrounds Are Essential to the Future of the Legal 

Profession.” There are three levels of competition (1L, 2L, and 3-4/L), and the winner of each 

level will receive a $5,000 cash prize.  The deadline is March 31, 2017. For more information, 

please visit http://www.lsac.org/docs/default-source/jd-docs/lsac-writing-competition-memo-

2017.pdf.   
 

APRIL: 

 

American Association of Law Libraries & Thomson West, George A. Strait Minority Scholarship 

Endowment 

Individuals eligible for the AALL & West- George A. Strait Minority Scholarship Endowment are 

college graduates with meaningful law library experience who are members of a minority group 

and who intend to have a career in law librarianship. Applicants must have at least one quarter/ 

semester remaining after the scholarship is awarded. The deadline is April 1, 2017. For more 

information, please visit  

http://www.aallnet.org/main-menu/Member-Resources/scholarships/George-A-Strait-Minority-

Scholarship.  

 

The FCBA Foundation Law School Scholarship Program 

For the 23d consecutive year, the Federal Communications Bar Association Foundation will 

award stipends to law students from its Chairman Robert E. Lee Scholarship and Internship 

Fund.  The program provides stipends of up to $5,000 to outstanding law students employed as 

unpaid summer interns in positions with the FCC and other Federal, state, and local 

government agencies with a connection to the communications industry (i.e., broadcasting, cable 

television, telephony, satellite, wireless, and information technology). The deadline is April 3, 

2017. For more information, please visit https://fcbafoundation.awardspring.com/ .     

 

Amarillo Area Bar Foundation Scholarship 

The Amarillo Area Bar Foundation (AABF) will award scholarships each year based on 

availability of funds and availability of qualified applicants.  The AABF will award $1,000 per 

recipient in scholarships, to be applied one-half to the Fall semester and one-half to the Spring 

semester.  The applicant must either reside in the area covered by the Amarillo Area Bar 

Association or have a tie to this area.  The deadline is April 3, 2017. For more information, 

please visit http://www.amarillobar.org/amarillo-area-bar-foundation.html.  
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ALDF Advancement of Animal Law Scholarships  

The Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) Advancement of Animal Law Scholarships are available 

to second- and third-year law student members of our student chapters and will be awarded 

based upon demonstrated commitment to ALDF’s mission, "to advance the interests and protect 

the lives of animals through the legal system." Applicants should be committed to the 

advancement of animal law through active involvement with their Student Animal Legal 

Defense Fund (SALDF) chapter while in law school and anticipated participation in the field 

after graduation. The deadline is April 3, 2017. For more information, please visit 

http://aldf.org/advancement-of-animal-law-scholarship/ .   

 

The Honorable T. John Ward Franklin Jones, Jr. Memorial Scholarship 

The Honorable T. John Ward American Inn of Court is proud to offer the Franklin Jones, Jr. 

Memorial Scholarship for law students from the Eastern District of Texas. This scholarship is 

part of the Honorable T. John Ward American Inn of Court’s commitment to assisting aspiring 

law students from circumstances of need become lawyers of high ethics, civility, and 

professionalism. To apply, you must submit an application, a resume, transcripts, references, 

and an essay. The award is $7,500. The deadline is April 6, 2017.  For more information, please 

visit https://www.law.uh.edu/financialaid/Franklin%20Jones%20Scholarship%202017.pdf.  

 

State Bar of Texas’ Tax Section Annual Law Student Scholarship 

The purpose of this scholarship is to facilitate and encourage students to enter the practice of tax 

law in Texas, and to become active members of the State Bar Tax Section, by assisting these 

students with their financial needs.  Selection criteria of the scholarships include:  merit, 

scholarship performance, financial need, and demonstrated experience and interest in the field of 

tax law. The Section awards up to three $2,000 scholarships. The deadline is April 7, 2017. For 

more information, please visit http://www.texastaxsection.org/DrawOnePage.aspx?PageID=245. 

 

Eastern District of Texas Law School Scholarships 

The Eastern District of Texas will award up to 7 $5,000 scholarships. Law students and 

prospective law students from the Eastern District of Texas who are enrolled or have been 

accepted to an ABA-accredited law school in Texas are eligible to apply for this scholarship. The 

deadline is April 14, 2017. For more information, please visit http://www.edtexbar.com/wp-

content/uploads/2014/07/EDTX-2017-Revised-Law-School-Scholarship-Criteria-and-App.pdf.  

 

2017 State Bar of Texas Law Student Division Essay Contest 

The Law Student Division Essay Contest is an annual contest that provides an opportunity to 

help students and the public better understand the justice system. Moreover, it offers us the 

ability to reflect on this nation’s legal heritage. This year’s theme is the 14th Amendment: 

Transforming American Democracy. Two $1,000 scholarships will be awarded. The deadline is 

April 14, 2017. For more information or for an application, please visit 

https://www.texasbar.com/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Law_Student_Info1&Template=/CM/Conte

ntDisplay.cfm&ContentID=35956.  

 

The Judge Advocate General’s School 2016 National Security Law Writing Competition  
This year’s writing competition topic encourages scholarship on issues surrounding the implications of 

public-private partnerships and technology in the Air Force. The competition is open to all in possession 

of a law degree (JD, LLM, SJD, or equivalent) from an ABA accredited U.S. law school. First prize is 

$2,000. Second prize is $1,000. The deadline is April 15, 2017. For more information, please visit 

http://www.afjag.af.mil/Portals/77/documents/2017_AFJAGS_National_Security_Law_Writing_Competiti

on_Rules.pdf?ver=2016-09-13-141911-700. 
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George H. Nofer  Scholarship for Law and Public Policy 

The George H. Nofer Scholarship for Law and Public Policy is for full-time graduate students 

with a pre-lingual bilateral hearing loss in the moderately-severe to profound range, use 

listening and spoken language as their primary method of communication, and who are 

attending an accredited mainstream law school or a masters or doctoral program in public policy 

or public administration. Up to three awards of $5,000 each may be awarded per year. The 

deadline is April 21, 2017. For more information, please visit 

http://www.agbell.org/NoferScholarship/.  

 

Hogan/Smoger Access to Justice Essay Contest  

The Public Justice Foundation is holding its annual Hogan/Smoger Access to Justice contest. The 

first place winner receives $5,000, and his/her essay will be featured on the Public Justice 

website. The intent to enter deadline is April 28, 2017. For more information, please visit 

http://www.citizen.org/law-school-contest.   

 

Robert Masur Fellowship in Civil Liberties  

The Robert Masur Fellowship competition is open to first-year law students who intend to carry 

out significant activities during the summer in between their first and second years in the areas 

of civil rights and/or civil liberties. Proposed activities may include writing or research projects, 

work with a public interest organization in the areas of civil rights or civil liberties, work on a 

civil rights or civil liberties law case under the supervision of a faculty member or lawyer, or any 

other work in the areas of civil rights or civil liberties. The fellowship recipient receives a $1,000 

honorarium. The deadline is April 30, 2017. For more information, please visit: 

http://www.nationinstitute.org/prizes/1068/the_robert_masur_fellowship_in_civil_liberties/.  

 

National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees Annual Law Student Scholarship 

The National Association of Chapter 13 Trustees has established an annual student writing 

competition to encourage and reward original law student writing on issues concerning consumer 

bankruptcy and the law. Entrants should submit an essay, article, or comment on an issue 

concerning Chapter 13 of the Bankruptcy Code. The award is $1,000. The deadline is April 30, 

2017. For more information, please visit http://considerchapter13.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/05/2017-NACTT-Writing-Contest.pdf.  

 

MAY: 

 

Selma Moidel Smith Law Student Writing Competition 

Each entrant should submit a paper on an issue concerning women’s rights or the status of 

women in the law. The author of the award-winning essay will receive $500 and publication of 

the essay in Women Lawyers Journal. The National Association of Women Lawyers (NAWL) is a 

national voluntary legal professional organization whose mission is the advancement of women 

in the legal profession and women’s rights. The deadline is May 1, 2017. For more information, 

please visit http://www.nawl.org/p/bl/et/blogaid=1070&source=1.  
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The AAJ Women for Justice Education Fund’s Mike Eidson Scholarship 2017 

The Mike Eidson Scholarship Fund was established by the AAJ Women for Justice Education 

Fund in 2008, in honor of AAJ Past President Mike Eidson, whose vision and generosity inspired 

it. The scholarship, traditionally in the amount of $5,000, is awarded to a rising 3L female 

student who has demonstrated a commitment to a career as a plaintiffs’ lawyer or criminal 

defense lawyer, along with dedication to upholding and defending the principles of the 

Constitution, and to the concept of fair trials; the adversary system; and a just result for the 

injured, the accused, and those whose rights are jeopardized.  

The deadline is May 1, 2017.  For more information, please visit https://www.justice.org/what-

we-do/enhance-practice-law/professional-recognition-awards-scholarship/scholarships/mike-

eidson.  
 

Richard D. Hailey AAJ Law Student Scholarships 2017 

These scholarships are open to all incoming first, second, and third-year African American, 

Hispanic, Asian American, Native American and biracial AAJ Law Student Members. Up to six 

$1,000 scholarships will be awarded. The deadline is May 1, 2017. For more information, please 

visit https://www.justice.org/what-we-do/enhance-practice-law/professional-recognition-awards-

scholarship/scholarships/richard-d.  

 

AAJ Trial Advocacy Scholarship 

The American Association for Justice’s Trial Advocacy Scholarship is open to all second- and 

third-year AAJ Law Student Members who are committed to the AAJ mission. A $2,500 

scholarship will be awarded. The deadline is May 1, 2017.  For more information, please visit 

https://www.justice.org/what-we-do/enhance-practice-law/professional-recognition-awards-

scholarship/scholarships/aaj-trial.  
 

Texas Bar Intellectual Property Law Section 2017 Women and Minority Scholarship 

The Intellectual Property Law Section of the State Bar of Texas will award two $5,000 

scholarships, each to a woman and/or minority law student. Selection criteria of the scholarships 

include: merit, scholastic performance, and financial need. Consideration is also given to 

extracurricular activities both inside and outside law school. The deadline is May 1, 2017.  For 

an application, please visit 
http://www.texasbariplaw.org/Portals/0/Forms/SBOT%202017%20Scholarship%20Application.pdf.  

 

Essex County Bar Association Biunno Scholarship Program 2017-2018 

The Essex County Bar Association and its Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 

in conjunction with the Hon. Vincent J. Biunno Memorial Fund, is pleased to announce the 

continuation of the Biunno Scholarship Program for the 2017-2018 school year. The scholarships 

are designed to offer financial assistance to persons with disabilities who are currently attending 

law school. The recipient must be a resident of New Jersey. The deadline is May 5, 2017. For an 

application, please contact Iraida Green at imgreen@essexbar.com.  
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International Association of Defense Counsel Legal Writing Contest 

The International Association of Defense Counsel Legal Writing Contest is open to students who, 

at the time of submission of their entries, are enrolled as J.D. candidates in accredited law 

schools. Entries must be the original work of a single author, not previously published, and they 

must cover the fields of tort law, insurance law, civil procedure, evidence, or other areas of 

practical concern to lawyers engaged in the defense or management of the defense of civil 

litigation. There will be three scholarships ranging from $500 to $2,000. The deadline is May 19, 

2017. For more information, please visit http://www.iadclaw.org/publications-

news/publications/Legal-Writing-Contest/.  

 

Pinkerton Law Review 

Mr. Pinkerton and The Pinkerton Law Firm would like to invite you to participate in the 

Pinkerton Law Review. This endeavor will provide students the opportunity to perfect their 

writing skills while also encouraging them to choose a matter that is interesting and important 

to them to write about. There are several $2,500 top writer awards and one $10,000 Writer of the 

Year award. There are also monthly subject-matter based writing contests/challenges with 

winners receiving $100 to $500 per contest/challenge. Finally, all writers will be highly 

considered for a paid clerkship at the The Pinkerton Law Firm, PLLC. There is no deadline 

listed. For more information or for an application, send a current resume to 

sferguson@chadpinkerton.com.   
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