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Va. pastor to
lead BGCT

By Anabelle Garay
The Associated Press

DALLAS — A Virginia pastor
with Texas ties was chosen Tues-
day to lead the largest state Baptist
convention in the nation.

The Rev. Randel Everett, 58,
was elected as the new executive
director of the Baptist General
Convention of Texas by a 78-6
vote. The state convention’s search
committee nominated him after
considering 6 to 10 candidates,
officials said.

Everett said he wants to con-
tinue the good works of the 2.3
million member convention and
focus on the needy.

“I'want to be an advocate for the
poor around the state,” said Ever-
ett, who grew up in Fort Worth
and also earned a doctorate from
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth. “We need
to go where people are hurting.”

Everett said he thrives on the
diversity Texas offers, with its vari-
ous ethnic groups and mix of rural
and urban churches.

‘I think the Hispanic commu-
nity is a huge part of who we are as
Texas Baptists,” Everett said.

Everett is the senior pastor of
First Baptist Church in Newport
News, Va., and is the former presi-
dent of the John Leland Center
for Theological Studies in Arling-

Associated Press

Randel Everett speaks Tuesday, dur-
ing the Baptist General Convention
of Texas meeting in Farmers Branch,
Texas.

ton, Va. He served on the staff of

churches in Texas, Arkansas, Flor-
ida and Virginia.
Search committee members

Please see BGCT, page 10

By Victoria Mghemena
Staff writer

Baylor president
lobbies for university
research funding

son’s Washington office on
Capitol Hill to discuss the
funding needs for the univer-
sity for the upcoming year.
The meeting was informal
and lasted about a half an
hour, said Matt Mackowiak,

year.

President Lilley met with
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
R-Texas, in Washington D.C.
Wednesday morning to dis-
cuss the university’s federal
priorities for the 2009 fiscal

Lilley, along with chief of
staff Karla Leeper and vice
provost for research Truell
Hyde, sat down with Hutchi-
son at 10:30 a.m. in Hutchi-

Texas Press Secretary at the
U.S. Senate.

“The process is in the very
beginning stages at this time,”
Mackowiak said. “Meetings
with members of the delega-
tion occur many times a year.
Organizations and entities
file appropriations requests
that the Senate then votes on.
Baylor has set out what they
would like to see funded and
the subcommittees will go

Lilley meets with
Sen. Hutchison in D.C.

through a process to figure
out what can be funded.”

Congress passes 13 appro-
priations bills per year that
grant federal funds to govern-
ment agencies, organizations
and departments pending a
review of the President’s bud-
get request.

Officials typically meet
with members of the delega-
tion to discuss needs on behalf
of their respective organiza-
tion for the upcoming fiscal
year that will then be decided
upon by the Senate Appropri-
ations Committee.

Mackowiak said that the

Please see LOBBY, page 10

Associated Press

Democratic presidential hopeful Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., makes remarks
during an outdoor rally Wednesday, in San Marcos.

Obama focuses on
education, McCain

TIekans

rally behing
Democrats

Former president Bill
presidential candidate

Clinton, husband of
Sen. Hillary Clinton,

D-N.Y., and presidential candidate Sen. Barack
Obama, D-II., hold strong rallies in Austin and
San Marcos.

Look for the

candidate

fuii coverage
of former Ark. Gov. and
Republican presidential

Associated Press

Former president Bill Clinton speaks to a crowd of thousands at the University
of Texas-Austin Wednesday, where he spoke in support of his wife Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.’s presidential campaign.

Clinton supports
wife, fiscal reform

By Ashley Killough
Reporter

SAN MARCOS — The waves ripple
through the crowd. Thousands cheered
and chanted. The funky jazz band jammed
on the brightly lit stage, while a podium
decorated with a Texas flag stood waiting
for the star of the show.

“It’s like a Barack concert.” Brandon Wil-
cox of New Braunfels said. Country music
blared as the tall Illinois senator gracefully
took the stage. The energetic audience went
wild.

“Y'all do it big in Texas,” Sen. Barack
Obama, D111, said. “What an unbelievable
crowd.”

In Sewell Park on the campus of Texas
State University, the crowd was spilling
over the banks of the San Marcos River.

“This is nuts,” Wilcox said.

Obama called the support his campaign
is receiving among young people “unprec-
edented.”

Texas State student Chris Marple said
he has been an Obama supporter since the
Senator entered the race and he waited an
hour and a half to hear him speak.

“It really excites me,” he said. “(The
crowd) is pretty impressive.”

Like people shouting amen at church,
Obama’s message of “We cannot wait” was

Please see OBAMA, page 10

visit to
Waco today in Thursday’s

paper and online at

For more information
on all of the presidential
candidates and their
platforms, see the
Lariat’s website.

Jeff Leslie/Lariat Staff

By Anita Pere
Staff writer

AUSTIN — At a rally Wednesday eve-
ning at the University of Texas-Austin,
Bill Clinton presented a persuasive argu-
ment of support for his wife and presi-
dential candidate, Sen. Hillary Clinton,
D-NY.

Christine Guedri, a Spanish and
Portuguese graduate student, said she
thinks Bill’s talk may have persuaded
democratic voters still torn between Sen.
Barack Obama, D-111., and Hillary to cast
ballots for Hillary in the Texas primary
March 4.

Guedri thought the rally was benefi-

cial for the college community.

“There’s been a lot of Obama support.
It's been very visible, very vocal, and this
is the first time really on campus we've
had more support for Hillary,” she said.

Bill addressed the crowd of about
20,000 for more than one hour, playing-
up Hillary’s merits and her heart, which
he believes are vested in the right place
— the welfare of Americans.

The former president peppered his
speech with his stories of personal
encounters and metaphors, all included
to underscore the wants and needs of
the American people, such as universal

Please see CLINTON, page 10

Candidates agree policies on immigration must change

By Elizabeth Herring
Reporter

One thing all the presidential
candidates agree on is 700 miles
of chain-link fencing.

Each candidate views illegal
immigration as a crisis that is in
need of the $3 billion boost in
border security the Senate voted
for in May 2006. But the candi-
dates are vague on how and when
this funding is going to change
the problems in the ailing immi-
gration system, even if it eventu-
ally passes through the House of

Representatives and becomes a
law.

“There are a lot of concerns
and uncertainty about what the
future may bring,” said Luis Mat-
ias-Cruz, a professor in the Latin
American studies department.

Many of the election year pro-
posals are similar, Matias-Cruz
said. They all support compre-
hensive reform on border secu-
rity.

Matias-Cruz said he believes
employers of illegal immigrants
should be fined so that they stop
encouraging illegal immigration.

Right now there is no policy

to protect the children of parents
who are deported, and families
are not kept together.

“People live in fear that at any
time immigration enforcement
will appear in their workplaces
and deport them,” Matias-Cruz
said.

If a candidate or policy could
get to the root of illegal immi-
gration, change could occur, he
said.

“In Mexico, (trade agreements)
are creating sources of marginal-
ization,” he said. “They become
marginalized when they cannot
find a way to live with dignity.”

There are “pushing effects”
in immigration, which drive a
younger Mexican generation to
come to the United States so that
they can become the people they
want to be,
p Matias-Cruz

said.

A plan
is needed
to support
initiatives to improve the Mexi-
can economy, Matias-Cruz said.
Many immigrants from Mexico
to the United States dream of
going back to Mexico one day, he
said. The money they earn here

is being sent back to Mexico, to
their villages.

Many times the money is sent
to better the village, to give them
a water well or to rebuild the
towns. The money also is sent to
feed their families, to keep them
clothed and to keep their chil-
dren in school.

Immigrants send their money
back to Mexico in hopes that
their villages do not die. They do
not want their children to have to
risk what they did, Matias-Cruz
said.

He said he does not believe
that stimulating the manufac-

turing sector in Mexico will do
much to help Mexican workers
at home. An investment in rural
agriculture, he said, would slow
the number of illegal immigrants
coming to the United States.
Rural farmers cannot compete,
under the North American Free
Trade Agreement, with large-scale
agriculture in the United States.
Sen. Hillary Clinton, D-NY,,
wants “reform that respects our
immigrant heritage and honors
the rule of law,” according to her
Web site. She wants laws that are

Please see POLICY, page 10
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Mexico's struggle justified but comes at high cost

Mexico, according to a folk
song, is lindo y querido. This
“lovely and loved” country is
probably thought of as such
by college students only in the
springtime. You've heard of this
phenomenon: Mexico as spring
break central.

However, there have been a
series of groundbreaking politi-
cal events in Mexico that have
sparked a controversy in the
past two months. It's my under-
standing that word on the cam-
pus about it is seemingly non-
existent.

Feeling guilty, Bears? Don't.
News about Mexico is, unfor-
tunately, a scarce commodity
in the States, especially taking
into account the recent plethora
of articles dealing with the pres-
idential race.

Let's become aware. In mid-

January, Mexican President Feli-
pé Calderon sent the Mexican
Federal Military to a number of
border towns to eradicate the
problem of police corruption
and quell relentless drug traf-
ficking into the United States.

Sending the military to patrol
the streets as a police force may
seem a frightening and extreme
act, but I believe it is the single
course of action necessary to
deal with this colossal problem.

A sense of uneasiness usu-
ally arises when I see the words
“military force” in a paragraph
dealing with policies of a Latin
American nation; this region of
the world is notorious for mili-
tary states and guerilla insur-
rections.

However, | was not uneasy
when [ heard this news because
Mexico is an anomaly.

point
of view

Mexico stands apart for
three reasons: 1) not once in the
near century after the Mexican
Revolution has the Mexican
Federal Military fought a major
battle, 2) the 70-year rule of a
single political party was strictly
under civilian leadership and 3)
the military has continuously
diminished in size and power
since the revolution.

For a long-standing semi-
authoritarian regime turned
democracy, remarkable is an
understatement.

Calderon made the right
move because corruption of the
police force in Mexico — specifi-
cally in border cities —is an issue
that has most likely impeded the
success of attempts to prevent
drug trafficking.

The previous attempts to
crack down on drug traffickers
led to the cartels nailing a death
list of clean police officials to a
church door in Ciudad Judrez.
A number of the officials on
the list were assassinated in the
weeks following the incident.

There is evidence that the
new plan is working. In fear for
their continuing existence, car-
tels have begun attacking police
and military groups. These
attacks have, unfortunately,
taken place on the streets of the
border cities.

The loss of civilian lives has

created an uproar against Calde-
ron’s orders.

Amnesty International has
released a public statement
against the current circum-
stances stating that it is not the
military’s job to fight crime.
They're right, it is not a job. It is
the military’s duty.

There is no other capable or
willing organization that can do
it. The police force has proven
incapable not only because of
corruption, but because of a lack
of weaponry and training nec-
essary to fight the well-armed
drug cartels.

If the federal government in
Mexico does not take control of
the situation it can easily lead to
the creation of a lawless, tyran-
nical state.

It is apparent that Amnesty
International has completely

ignored both the history of the
nation’s military and the over-
whelming corruption plaguing
the state with grand, sweeping
statements.

Though the civilian deaths
which have resulted are tragic,
I do not believe that Calderon
should have abstained from
implementing these orders.

Mexico needs to put an end
to its corruption and its produc-
tion of drugs to be the stable
democracy it strives to become.
There are absolutely no other
options to achieve this goal.

So this spring, give Mexico
some thought. It's both lindo
y querido or it's attempting to
be.

Luis Noble is a senior political
science major from El Paso and
a photographer for The Baylor
Lariat.

Editorial

BU right
to refuse
theater

In theory, when someone is will-

ing to raise funds for a new build-
ing on campus, it should be an easy
acceptance. However, just as there is
no such thing as a free lunch, there is
also no such thing as a free building.

In an article in Thursday’s issue of
The Baylor Lariat, alumnus Albert Rat-
cliffe expressed disappointment that
his offer to help raise funds for the
construction of a new theater on cam-
pus was not accepted by President
John Lilley.

In a letter to Ratcliff explaining his
position, Lilley said the theater, which
would be built in honor of former the-
ater director Paul Baker, didn’t fit in
with the current master plan for cam-

us.

Although Lilley didn’t mention this
point, the theater would resurrect an
old controversy over Baker’s exit from
the university after the 1962 produc-
tion of A Long Day’s Journey Into Night,
which included drug use, profanity
and sexual content. After then-pres-
ident Abner McCall shut down pro-
duction of the play, Baker and other
theater faculty members left Baylor in
protest.

Part of Ratcliff’s proposal for the
construction calls for Baker to return
to direct the first production, as well
as potentially naming the theater after
him. While attempting to repair sev-
ered alumni relationships is a noble
task, in this setting there are more
things to consider than hurt feelings
and donated funds.

Logistically, land on campus is
pretty tight, and the construction of
a new theater modeled after the one
Baker used in the '60s would in effect
mean another building would have to
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go. Even though the administration
hasn’t had a problem with demolish-
ing perfectly good structures in the
past, it is sensible that administrators
are rethinking that strategy.

The football practice facility, which
took over the area previously occupied
by an outdoor pool, a soccer complex,
and a marina, is progressing slowly
and expensively, and not exactly as
“free” as was imagined when the funds
were donated.

Baylor is not made of money,
despite the green and gold we sport.

By constructing a new theater on
campus, some unlucky department,
team or organization would be home-
less. Considering we already have a

School of Social Work that meets in
a parking garage and a geology build-
ing on the way to replace one that
was recently razed, it is safe to say
we can't afford another departmental
diaspora.

The current theater could use some
updating, but Ratcliff’s proposal calls
for not only reconstruction but reloca-
tion.

Lilley has said campus plans to
update the theater will not cause it
to be moved, thus solving the space
problem.

Ratcliff’s generosity to Baylor and
the theater department is greatly
appreciated, but such appreciation
doesn’t always transfer into action.

There are other factors in this decision
that complicate what on the surface
sounds like a no-brainer.

Ratcliff’s subsequent proposal to
the city of Waco and Mayor Virginia
DuPuy is a more logical one. Consid-
ering the downtown building cam-
paign, it makes perfect sense to place
the theater in the area.

Unlike campus, downtown is ach-
ing for promising new ventures to get
on board with. Unlike campus, down-
town has a plethora of space and few
barriers to construction.

Alocation in Waco would not only
benefit the city, but it would also cre-
ate a new reason for students to take a
trip across the overpass.

Opinion policy

The Baylor Lariat welcomes
reader viewpoints through let-
ters to the editor and guest col-
umns.

Opinions expressed in the
Lariat are not necessarily those
of the Baylor administration, the
Baylor Board of Regents or the
Student Publications Board.

Letters to the editor should
include the writer’s name, major,
graduation year, phone number
and student identification num-
ber. Non-student writers should
include their address. Letters
that focus on an issue affecting
students or faculty may be con-
sidered for a guest column at the
editor’s discretion.

All submissions become the
property of The Baylor Lariat.
The Lariat reserves the right to
edit letters for grammar, length,
libel and style.

Letters should be e-mailed
to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu or
mailed to The Baylor Lariat, One
Bear Place #97330, Waco, TX
76798-7330.

Corrections policy

The Baylor Lariat is commit-
ted to ensuring fair and accu-
rate reporting and will correct
errors of substance on Page 2.
Corrections can be submitted to
the editor by sending an e-mail
to Lariat_letters@baylor.edu or
by calling 254-710-4099.

A subscription to the Lariat
costs $45 for two semesters.
Send check or money order to
One Bear Place #97330, Waco,
TX, 76798-7330 or e-mail
Lariat_ads@baylor.edu. Visa,
Discover and MasterCard pay-
ments may be phoned to 254-
710-2662. Postmaster: Please
send address changes to above
address.

Letters to the editor

Time teaches political wisdom

Re: the Feb. 27 column
“Huckabee owes it to all conser-
vatives to withdraw.”

Brad, as a junior history
major you are not old enough to
realize the history of your com-
ments. Study some political his-
tory; discover how critical it is
for this process to be about the
individual before the party.

Learn how your voice (you

were allowed to have your voice
printed for all to read — your
opinion and vote counts, even at
this late of hour) is significant.

Suppose your history class
determined for you that the
senior and more popular his-
tory major had the final word in
a competition.

He and “they” want you to
be silent and bow down before
the competition is over — simply
because it appears you can't pos-

sibly win.

Huckabee is a wise man to
show us all how to have self
-respect in the face of political
posturing and game play. McCa-
in and the Republican party can
withstand the conservative call
to forthrightness and integrity.

Let’s get things in the open
light. Special interests, hidden
from the public at large, have
had their way far too long.

I believe Huckabee has the

character and integrity to finally
bring our political and figures to
accountability.

Glenn W. Harrell
Gray, GA

Media should keep questioning

Re: the Feb. 26 edito-
rial “Media part of problem in
lacrosse case.”

Although the media went

hog-wild when the Duke story
broke, they’ve since gone almost
somnolent.

Even now there are new rev-
elations about that case, the lat-
est being that university officials
apparently knew right from the
very start that the charges were
false and the accused were inno-
cent —and yet refused to defend
them and actually pushed for a
trial. Why? Apparently for the
sake of Duke’s PR and standing

with the community.

Which was more important
to the university administration
the students’ welfare, or the
Duke corporation? That kind o
news, if true, calls out for analy-
sis and discussion. And yet the
media appears disinterested
now that the story is no longer
of the tabloid variety.

Randolph Parrish
Scottsdale, Ariz.
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Anti-
Semitism
panel
shares
Views

By Elizabeth Herring
Reporter

Studentsandapanel of faculty
and the student body president
met yesterday in Miller Chapel
in the Tidwell Bible Building to
discuss the question: “Is there
Anti-Semitism at Baylor?”

The dialogue was created
in response to the anti-Semitic
gesture that occurred in Brooks
College Feb. 14, when a student
in the process of converting to
Judaism had a swastika drawn
on the wall beside his door in
Brooks College.

“We see our brokenness and
what needs to be healed,” said
university chaplain, Dr. Burt
Burleson in his opening remarks
before the panel began their dis-
cussion.

Professor Barry Harvey, a pro-
fessor in Great Texts, said that
there is anti-Semitism at Baylor,
unfortunately, but that this “stu-
pid and cruel” act should not be
tolerated at Baylor.

“It saddens me to be up here,”
he said.

Harvey also said that anti-
Semitism is not intrinsic to
Christianity. He also does not
think Baylor’s Christian envi-
ronment encouraged the behav-
ior.

He asked the audience to
“examine their conscience care-
fully,” because if a Christian
committed this action, or if
any Christians commits such
actions, they are in conflict with
the Gospel.

Professor David Clinton, who
teaches in the political science
department, was another mem-
ber of the panel.

“With (Christian) heritage,
Baylor should be particularly
disturbed that this incident hap-
pened within our doors,” Clin-
ton said.

Dr. Marc Ellis, director of
the Center for Jewish Studies
said it was important to have
this conversation. “With this
information I can only make a
judgment that the Nazi symbol
posted on the dorm room wall
was misguided, disgusting and
reprehensible,” said Ellis.

Ellis emphasized that stu-
dentsof different cultures should
be seen as full and equal mem-
bers of the community. They
should be “accepted, included
and represented,” said Ellis.

San Antonio senior Tra-
vis Plummer, the student body
president, said, “We're all flawed
and unfinished.”

Plummer said it was impor-
tant to take that time to educate
ourselves. He said the symbol
on the advertisement for the
event, which was a Star of David
encasing a swatstika, was insen-
sitive.

Alex Song/Lariat staff

A panel convened Wednesday evening in Miller Chapel in the Tidwell Bible
Building to discuss anti-Semitism at Baylor. The discussion was sparked by
an incident at Brooks College February 14, when a swastika appeared by the
door of a student who recently converted to Judaism.

One way that students can
respond to students of other
religions is with love, he said.

“We can recognize how to be
loving to one another,” Plummer
said, “As Christians we're called
to love.”

Dr. William Hulitt Gloer,
from Truett Seminary, said that
there is a lack of awareness.

“We cannot realize we are
planting in our mind, and oth-
ers, destructive behavior,” Gloer
said in reference to the symbol
in the advertisement.

Gloer looked at the teachings
of aJesus, aJew. He quoted Mat-
thew 5:21-22 which states, “You
have heard that it was said to the
people long ago, ‘Do not murder,
and anyone who murders will
be subject to judgment. But I tell
you that anyone who is angry
with his brother will be sub-
ject to judgment. Again, anyone
who says to his brother, ‘Raca,
is answerable to the Sanhedrin.
But anyone who says, “You fool!’
will be in danger of the fire of
hell.”

“Anger leads us to insult, it
makes us begin to see others as
less that ourselves or less than
human,” Gloer said.

Ellis talked about the insen-
sitivity that is pervasive in our
culture and gave way to the
advertisement being run and
not changed.

“(The insensitivity) becomes
so much a part of culture, we
don’t recognize it,” Ellis said.

Ellis also said that many
anti-Semitism issues stem from
Christian supersessionism, or
the idea that the “new covenant”
of Jesus takes the place of the
“old covenant” God promised to
Israel. He attributed this idea to
much of the anti-Semitism that
is present today.

The question of curriculum
was addressed and different
solutions were discussed to fur-
ther educate students on differ-
ent cultures and religions.

Gloer said that at Truett all of
Christian history is taught, both
the good and the bad, so that
both sides are known and so the
past will not repeat itself.

“The only way we can learn
from it is to know it,” Gloer
said.

Harvey believes that this
topic should not be seques-
tered into one department. He
believes that it should be taught
in a variety of courses.

Clinton agreed.

“Any history or political sci-
ence ought to have an opportu-
nity to deal with these ethical
issues,” he said.

Rabbi Gordon Fuller, of the
Congregation Agudath Jacob in
Waco, said that in the Jewish
tradition the first step is to stand
up and confess sins.

“l don’t believe Baylor is
harboring anti-Semites,” Fuller
said.

He said he believes that this
discussion was a good first step
towards change, but we must
recognize that our community
is broken.

He cited numerous incidents
at Baylor that occurred to a vari-
ety of different cultures and
faiths.

He said he believes that it is
not strictly an anti-Semitic prob-
lem.

He then laid the challenge on
Baylor to make a change.

Ellis spoke about the chal-
lenges that non-Christian stu-
dents face when they come to a
Christian environment.

They are thrown back to their
own traditions and must search
and determine what they truly
believe.

“Shouldn’t we also honor
that?” Ellis said.

Gloer challenged the audi-
ence to get to know people that
are different than themselves.

“Is my attitude an appropri-
ate attitude towards another
person?” Gloer said.
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Save $500-Apply by March 31, 2008

www.exed.cox.smu.edu/college

or 214.768.2918

SMU

Enhance your business savvy. Get the

competitive edge. Learn practical business

skills. In short, acquire a head for

business in a fun but intense program.
Learn the basics in key areas such

as Accounting, Finance, Marketing, and

Operations Management. Become
more marketable in just one month with

this certificate program offered to

juniors, seniors, and recent graduates.
Enroll in the SMU Cox Summer
Business Institute and give your education

an exclamation point.

'COX

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

SMU will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, or
veteran status. SMU's commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

Iraq council
strikes down bill

Conflict in government
stems from diversity
of ethnic groups

By Qassim Abdul-Zahra
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s presi-
dential council rejected a plan
for new provincial elections
and sent the bill back to parlia-
ment Wednesday for reworking,
a major setback to U.S.-backed
efforts to promote national rec-
onciliation.

The ruling came despite a
reported last-minute telephone
call by Vice President Dick
Cheney to the main holdout on
the three-member panel, which
has to sign off on laws passed by
the legislature.

The White House tried to
put its best face on the develop-
ment, saying “this is democracy
at work.”

The outcome underscored the
immense challenges involved
in efforts to distribute power
among Shiites, Sunni Arabs and
Kurds five years after the fall of
Saddam Hussein.

Such power-sharing agree-
ments are the end goal of last
year’s buildup of U.S. troops.

The hope has been that the
declining bloodshed will remove
the fear that has paralyzed Iraqi
politicians, enabling them to
compromise and strike deals
across the sectarian divide.

And that, in theory, should
blunt support for the Sunni
insurgency and allow American
troops to withdraw from the
country.

Many Sunnis boycotted the
last nationwide elections, in
January 2005, for the 275-mem-
ber parliament and for local offi-
cials.

The vote ushered in represen-
tational government, but it also
gave majority Shiites and minor-
ity Kurds the bulk of power.

The U.S. hopes new elec-
tions, to be held Oct. 1 accord-
ing to the draft measure, would
give the Sunni more political
power and thereby weaken the

insurgency.

The main sticking point in
Wednesday’s decision, however,
appeared to have more to do
with internal Shiite divisions.

The main objection focused
on whether local officials or the
central government currently led
by Shiite Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki will have the right to
fire provincial governors.

“There are some items in this
law that contradict the constitu-
tion, such as the governor and
how to sack him,” said Nasser
al-Ani, a Sunni lawmaker and
presidential council spokesman.
“There is an objection and it is
constitutional. The presidential
council has the right to object.”

He didn’t say who objected.

But Sunni Vice President
Tariq al-Hashemi later said it
was his Shiite counterpart, Vice
President Adel Abdul-Mahdi.

“There were some objections
from my colleague Adel Abdul-
Mahdi on the provincial law,
thus the presidency returned
it to the parliament for review-
ing,” al-Hashemi told the U.S--
financed Al-Hurra TV station.

Kurds supported Abdul-
Mahdi’s objection, according
to lawmakers who attended the
council meeting where the elec-
tions law was discussed. They
spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because of the sensitivity of
the issue.

Underscoring theimportance
of the issue to the Americans,
Cheney called Abdul-Mahdi on
Tuesday to try to persuade him
to sign the bill, an Iraqi govern-
ment official said, declining to
be identified because he wasn't
authorized to disclose the infor-
mation.

But Iraqi political divisions
may have proved more impor-
tant than Cheney’s plea.

Abdul-Mahdi is a senior offi-
cial in the Supreme Iraqi Islamic
Council, the country’s largest
Shiite party. A provision in the
bill allows the Iraqi prime minis-
ter to fire a provincial governor,
but Abdul-Mahdi’s bloc wants
that power to rest with the pro-

BEAR BRIEFS

Career Services is holding a
workshop to discuss oppor-
tunities for careers with the
federal government at 4 p.m.
today in the Baylor Sciences
Building, Room D109. Pizza
and door prizes will be pro-
vided. Visit www.baylor.edu/
careerservices.

The Baylor University Jazz
Ensemble will perform at 7:30
p.m. today in Jones Concert
Hall. The concert is free of
charge. For more informa-
tion call the Baylor University
School of Music at 710-3991.

Kappa Delta will hold an
open recruitment coffee night
at 8 p.m. today at Starbucks
in the Dutton Avenue Office
and Parking Facility. For more
information contact Laura_
Glathar@baylor.edu.

Mortar Board, an honor soci-
ety for seniors, is accepting
applications for the 2008-2009
school year. Juniors with a
3.2 GPA or higher can apply.
Applications are available in
the Student Activities office
or online at www3.baylor.edu/
mortarboard/.

Baylor Democrats will be
holding a voter information
table from9a.m.to5p.m. today
in the first-floor lobby of the Bill
Daniel Student Center.

The history department will
play host to Gary W. Gallagh-
er, professor of history at the
University of Virginia at 7:30
p.m. today in Room 127 in the
Baylor Law School. The lecture
is part of the Emmy Parrish lec-
ture series.

To submit a bear brief, send an
e-mail to Lariat@baylor.edu

CONTACT US

Editor 710-4099
Newsroom 710-1712
Sports 710-6357
Entertainment 710-7228
Advertising 710-3407
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Starbucks closes
for brief training

By Shannon Daily
Staff Writer

Coffee lovers nationwide
were forced to find their favor-
ite beverage somewhere other
than Starbucks for a three-hour
period on Tuesday.

Howard Schultz, founder and
chairman of Starbucks Corpora-
tion, had Starbucks nationwide
shut their doors for a few short
hours so their baristas could
take part in an intensive train-
ing course to streamline their
practices and ideologies.

Edward Jackson, a barista at
the Starbucks in Bellmead, said
when Howard Schultz took over
as president and CEO of the cor-
poration he wasn’t satisfied with
the quality of drinks Starbucks
was providing customers as a
whole, so he decided to make a
change.

“Hopefully now they’ll be
getting better drinks and better
service. Hopefully they were get-
ting good drinks anyway,” Jack-
son said.

While it may be too early to
tell a difference, “I think people
were coming in today just to see
what’s different,” he said. “Regu-
lars knew what was going on. It
was an inconvenience, but they
understood.”

Jackson said the training
mostly focused on getting all of
the employees on the same page
as far as drink-making practic-
es.

“There was too big of a vari-
ance, and small things really
affect the taste of coffee,” Jack-
son said.

Jacksonalso said even though
the monetary effects of closing
all of the stores for three hours
wouldn’t be good, he thought in
the long run the training would
be beneficial.

Employees of the Starbucks
in the Central Texas Market-
Place also re-trained for how to
make the drinks.

They also spent a good
amount of time talking about
the ideology behind the Star-
bucks Corporation, barista Kim
Lewis said.

“We're working on trans-
forming the philosophy of our
store, making it more idealistic,”
Lewis said. “That was [Schultz’s]
purpose in coming back.”

Lewis said she believes that
Starbucks’ fall out of the For-
tune 500 companies had to do
with the company getting away
from it’s original practices and
moving into other industries,
such as the movie industry with
the movie they co-produced,
Akeelah and the Bee.

“The company had become
much more market-based,”
Lewissaid. “People’s perceptions
had changed. Stores should have
more community, a more inde-
pendent coffeehouse feel.”

Micah Haerther, another
barista at the MarketPlace Star-
bucks, said he had noticed a

David Poe/Lariat staff

Starbucks nationwide closed Tuesday for a three-hour training period. The focus of the training was to standardize drink-making techniques and familiarize
employees with Starbucks ideology. Starbucks on campus are licensed, not corporate stores, and were therefore not affected by the training session.

large change in the feel of the
coffeehouse since he was hired.
He noted that recently even
new employee training put more
emphasis on speed and getting
out drinks than establishing
relationships with customers.

“You want to have conversa-
tions. You want to make people
feel comfortable,” Haerther said.
“We had great relationships
with our customers before, but I
feel that's gone downhill.”

Haerther said he hopes the

changes the corporation is mak-
ing will help get things back to
the way they should be.

“The mentality in the store
changed. It'll be nice to get back
to that,” Haerther said.

Locations on Baylor’s campus

don’t fall under the umbrella of
stores doing training.

The Baylor Starbucks are
license stores, not corporate
stores, meaning they aren’t
a part of the corporate chain
based in Seattle.

Mission Waco's World Cup Cate to extend business hours

Lee Ann Marcel
Reporter

Mission Waco’s World Cup
Café will open its doors a little
later, just for students, to help
support people locally and
abroad.

The new hours will be 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day to help promote the new
Fair Trade market.

Guests will be welcomed to

)

grab coffee and dessert as well
as browse through the market
for shopping.

The new Fair Trade market
offers a variety of goods from
around the world, ranging from
purses, earrings, candles and
even woven flip-flops.

A majority of the items are
“economically friendly.”

Many of the items are made
from materials found in each
country. Purses are made from

old candy wrappers found in the
garbage dumps of Guatemala
and Mexico. Metal wall art has
been fashioned by artisans in
Haiti.

There are also tribal masks
that have been made by physi-
cally handicapped workers.

“I can visualize the money
going to the needy in Mexico,
Haiti and India,” said Laura
Mitchell, coordinator of the Fair
Trade Market.

Brand New Condos
5 Blocks from Campus!

3 and 4 Bedrooms
From the $180s

=

» Walk-In Closets
* Private Baths

* Gourmet Kitchen with

Granite Countertops

*» Washer & Dryer

» Extra Parking for Friends & Family
e Security System in each Home

* Wired for Ethernet

* Lusciously Landscaped Courtyard

* Limited Number for Lease

254-836-8500 & (TVI[CRAAFT

www.stylecraft-builders.com

L L4

Oxford Park 'ﬁruvides the best n singl family student iving.
ForiYour/Convenience,
Stylecraft(OffersiIn-House Financing!

Model Home
Open Daily

BUILDERS, INC.

The countries that have cre-
ated the art have nowhere else to
sell their goods because no one
has the money to buy them.

Thus the Fair Trade Mar-
ket buys these items and then
brings them here to the U.S.

The World Cup Café is also
offering only coffee to drink
during the new hours, though
cupcakes and other dessert-like
options will be provided.

“Baylor students should come

and suggest other items that we
should offer.” Mitchell said.

World Cup Café began three
years ago. The café helps train
its employees for restaurant
experience.

The employees are mostly
lower-income people and ex-
addicts.

“They have been clean and
sober and living for the Lord,”
Miles said..

Not only does the café benefit

the workers, but the community
as well.

“For a while there was no
place to go eat down here.” said
Anthony Miles, Mission Waco’s
food service director.

The menu changes now and
offers lower prices for the com-
munity.

The World CUE Café is locat-
ed at 1321 N. 151 Street.

For more information, call
254-757-1748.

@ penstlonscatlr

TOWNHOMES

Stop by between Noon and 5 p.m.,
Saturday, March 1 & tour this beautiful
resort style gated community
at 2410 South 2nd Street!

*Free Summer Rent
* Sign a 12 month lease (June 08-May 09)
and pay zero rent for June and July

For more information, call 254.754.2800 or visit:
WWW.BANDERARANCH.COM

FREE

Time Warner Cable,
HBO and Wireless
Internet.

BROTHERS




Thursday, February 28, 2008

The Baylor Lariat O

House approves
new taxes for
o1l companies

By H. Josef Hebert
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House
approved $18 billion in new
taxes on the largest oil compa-
nies Wednesday as Democrats
cited record oil prices and rising
gasoline costs in a time of eco-
nomic troubles.

The money collected over 10
years would provide tax breaks
for wind, solar and other alter-
native energy sources and for
energy conservation.

The legislation would cost
the five largest oil companies
an average of $1.8 billion a year
over that period, according an
analysis by the House Ways and
Means Committee. Those com-
panies earned $123 billion last
year.

Senate Democratic leaders
said they would put the bill on
a fast track and try to avoid a
Republican filibuster. The White
House said the bill unfairly takes
aim at the oil industry. President

Bush is expected to veto the leg-
islation if it passes Congress.

House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, D-Md., noted it was two
years ago, when oil cost $55 a
barrel, when Bush said oil com-
panies need no government sub-
sidies to pursue more oil or gas.

“With the price of oil hovering
around $100 do we really believe
this incentive is justified?” asked
Hoyer. “Do these companies
need taxpayer subsidies to look
for new product? They don't need
any incentive.”

Republicans said the measure
unfairly targeted a single indus-
try.

“It punishes the oil and gas
industry. This is wrongheaded. It
will result in higher prices at the
gasoline pump. It's spiteful and
wrong,” said Rep. Jim McCrery,
R-La.

The top Republican on the
Ways and Means Committee,
which developed the tax propos-
als, he cited statistics that show
that oil companies already pay

Associated Press

A customer pumps fuel at an Exxon gas station in Dallas Feb. 1. Exxon Mobil
Corp. posted the largest annual profit by a U.S. company, $40.6 billion, on

Friday.

more taxes than many other
industries.

Hoyer acknowledged “this
legislation alone will not bring
down gas prices.” But he said
the measure will provide a need-
ed boost to alternative energy
industries — solar, wind, biofu-
els, and geothermal — and help
promote energy conservation.
“That may bring down gas prices
three years from now, 10 years
from now,” he said.

The bill would roll back two

lucrative tax breaks for the five
largest U.S. oil companies. One
helps manufacturers compete
against foreign companies; the
other gives American companies
a tax credit related to oil and gas
extraction outside the country.
The bill would offer tax credits
for more energy efficient homes
and a credit for “plug-in” gas-
electric hybrid cars that would
capture electricity off the power
grid, once such cars become
available in showrooms.

Beijing works to supply water for Olympics

By Henry Sanderson
The Associated Press

BEJING — When 16,000 ath-
letes and officials show up this
summer, they will be able to turn
the taps and get drinkable water
— something few Beijing resi-
dents ever have enjoyed.

But to keep those taps flow-
ing for the Olympics, the city is
draining surrounding regions,
depriving poor farmers of water.

Though the Chinese capital’s
filthy air makes headlines, water
may be its most desperate envi-
ronmental challenge. Explosive
growth combined with a persis-
tent drought mean the city of 17
million people is fast running

out of water.

Meanwhile, rainfall has been
below average since 1999. The
result: Water resources per per-
son are 1/30th of the world aver-
age, lower even than Israel.

“To ensure the supply for a
short period of time shouldn’t be
a problem, but to keep the long-
term sustainable use of resources
is a challenge,” said Ma Jun, an
environmentalist who has writ-
ten about China’s water issues.

In an attempt to ease the water
woes, China has turned to a
grand engineering feat. Workers
are digging up the countryside
south of Beijing for a canal that
will bring water from China’s
longest river, the Yangtze, and its

tributaries to the arid north by
2010.

The first part of the project is
being accelerated to meet antici-
pated demand from Olympic
visitors.

By April, the canal is to begin
bringing 80 billion gallons a year
—an amount equal to the annual
water use of Tucson, Ariz. —from
four reservoirs in nearby Hebei
province.

“I think one of the things the
Olympics is showing is it’s des-
peration time and Beijing has the
power,” said James Nickum, an
expert on Chinese water policy
issues at Tokyo Jogakkan College
in Japan.

In mountainous Chicheng

county, about 70 miles north-
west of Beijing, dried-out corn
stalks stick out of the windblown
earth.

Farmers limit themselves to
two buckets of water a day from
icy wells. They are prohibited
from tapping whats left in the
local reservoir.

Thefarmershavebeenordered
to grow only corn, which requires
less water but also fetches a lower
price than rice or vegetables.

The government offered about
$30 in compensation, but farm-
ers say not everyone received it.
Too poor to buy coal, they carry
discarded corn stalks home on
their backs for fuel to heat their
homes.

Libraries embrace
new technology

to reach

Music databases, IM
Your Librarian and
Facebook all add
to accessibility

By Ashley Killough
Reporter

The Crouch Fine Arts Library
recently added new databases to
its live streaming music service.
With a total of eight databases,
students can access hundreds of
thousands of tracks from a vari-
ety of genres.

“Our library is open from 7
am. to 1 am.” said Sha Towers,
assistant professor of university
libraries. “But if it’s three in the
morning and you really need
to get your jazz fix, then those
resources are available at all
times.”

Towers said students can
find the databases by typing in
“streaming music” in the Elec-
tronic Resources Search on the
library’s Web site. The newest
databases include African-Amer-
ican Song and American Song.
The libraries also offer the Naxos
Music Library Jazz, Smithsonian
Global Sound and a contempo-
rary world music database.

“A lot of music libraries are
adding these resources, because
it’s a great way to have access to a
tremendous amount of material,”
Towers said. “It’s great for brows-
ing and discovering new music
you might not have thought to
try out.”

Students can listen to the
music for free through the
library’s Web site on or off cam-
pus.

“T'have used a couple different
databases. But in particular, the
Naxos database ... is extensive in
terms of repertoire, and it offers
both standard and relatively
obscure works,” Spring senior
Greg Zychowski said. “For the
music enthusiast and for the stu-

students

dent, the database is an excep-
tionally convenient way to expe-
rience numerous and diverse
compositions.”

The streaming music data-
bases mark one more way that
libraries and technology con-
verge for ease of accessibility.

“Technology is changing the
way that libraries offer services
by making it possible to get to
materials at any time and place
that has computer access,” Tow-
ers said. “People aren't limited to
a specific geographic point.”

Last semester, Baylor libraries
launched the IM Your Librarian
service to facilitate communi-
cation with students. With the
screen name BaylorLibrarian,
a reference desk librarian can
answer questions on AOL Instant
Messenger, Yahoo! Messenger,
MSN Messenger, Google Talk or
a widget located on the library’s
Web site.

“We're reaching a lot more
students,” said Ellen Hampton,
electronic learning librarian.
“People who wouldn’t neces-
sarily come up to the reference
desk or have never really asked
a question before can now do it
anonymously.”

Hampton said the service
received over 400 questions last
semester. The library also has a
Facebook page to connect with
more students.

“I look at the wall all the time,
soif someone wants to puta com-
ment on there with a suggestion
on how the library can improve,
then I will see it,” Hampton said.

The library’s Facebook page
has RSS feeds with library news,
discussion boards and links to
important library Web sites.

“There’s so much about librar-
ies and technology that go hand
in hand. The more that we can
work together on that, the bet-
ter services we can provide for
students,” Hampton said. “We're
trying to be as accessible as pos-
sible.”
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621 Valley Mills Drive = 776-2228
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price
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Slow Cooked! Served Fast!

Excluding kids meals not
valid with any other offer

Restaurant Hours:
9:00AM - 9:00PM M-S
10:00AM - 8:00PM Sun.

Located under the flagpole at the
Central Texas Marketplace.
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Advertlsmg your business on our coupon page is
GREAT EXPOSURE FOR THE PRICE!
For more information, call 710-3407.

Simply Delicious Bokery

BUY ONE REGULAR
CUPCAKE OR COOKIE,
GET ONE FREE
(LIMIT 1 per person per day)

200 S. Commerce Dr.
(Behind Goody’s/Petsmart)

E-mail: simplydcakes@aol.com

732-5333

www.simplydeliciouswaco.com
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49 off your next
purchase of ¢15.

Paint - Your - Own - Pottery
Mosaics

FIVE POLLARS

invites you to enjoy /\

Practically PiKASSO
4310 W. Waco Drive
Waco, TX 76710

(254) 7762200

Mon.-Sat. Noon -9:00 PM
Sun. Noon-6 PM

Mugs! Bowls! Frames! Plates!
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THE MOST
GOOD

Now accepting your quality,
used clothing, furniture and
household items!
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50% off

all Clothing and
Household items

EVERY WEDNESDAY
IN FEBRUARY!

300 Webster
Waco, TX
254-753-2043
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LAKE AIR SELF STORAGE

208 N. INDUSTRIAL
(Behind Linens N Things)

776-2508

BRING IN THIS COUPON WHEN YOU RENT
A STORAGE SPACE AND GET YOUR
THIRD MONTH’S RENT FREE
(NEW TENANTS ONLY)

(SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)

EXPIRES 4-15-08

CLASSIFIEDS

(254)710-3407

HOUSING

New brick duplex on Baghby. 4
BR/2 BA, large interior $279.00.
Phone: 254-749-2067.

Price Reduced! Walk to class.
Comfortable houses for rent. 2 &
4-bedroom. 254-857-3374.

WALK TO CLASS! Sign before
2/28/08 and get 1/2 off Summer
2008 rent! 1 BR units available!
Cypress Point Apartments, Knotty
Pine Apartments, and Driftwood
Apartments. Rent starting at
$330. Call 754-4834.

Rent very LARGE duplex 4 blocks
from Baylor. 2br/2ba, W/D, 3-5

students, $325-$210 each.
1312 Baghy. 817-715-5559,
817-421-1114

1201 Baghy spacious 2BR/1BA
house newly renovated. Washer/
dryer included. Available now!
$740/mo. 754-1436. 1111
Speight.

RENT NEGOTIABLE: Available for
next school year starting 6/1/08:
4BR/2BA large brick duplex apart-
ments on Bagby and South 11th.
4-6 tenants. Also large brick
duplexes on South 11th. Days:
315-3827, evenings 799-8480.

Huge, all new 1-bedroom
apartment. $375/month. Call
759-2874

University Plaza 1700 S. 8th/815
James 2BR/2BA Spacious, fully
furnished, closeto campus. Avail-
able immediately from $850
All Bills Paid. 754-1436. 1111
Speight.

2 Bedroom/2 Bath, $765/mo.
Brand new, great features, avail-
able spring. Call 601-917-4821

Three bedroom and one bath house.
1922 S. 11. $900. 715-2280.

2 bedroom in 4-plex. Close to
campus. 1014 Speight. Hardin
Apts. Also duplex 1620 S. 10th.
Call owner 715-0359.

3-room apartment, 3 blocks from
campus. $285, water paid. 1711
S. 10th. 772-2220

CLOSEST TO CAMPUS!! Looking
for convenience & affordability,
then the Fairmont at 1600 S.
5th is right for you. 2 BR 2 BA w/
spiral staircase has it all, includ-
ing microwaves, frost free refrig-
erators and washer/dryer in every
unit. Call 254-755-75000r come
by The Centre at 600 Bagby.

HOUSE FOR LEASE. 5 BR/ 2.5
BA. Convenient to campus.
Stove, refrigerator, dishwasher,
washer/dryer furnished. $1300/
month. $1300/Security Deposit.
Call754-4834.

Four bedroom 4.5 bath house for
lease located at 1913 S. 16th
Waco, Texas. Call (254) 744-4091
for leasing information.

Lamplighter Apartments are Now
Leasing for Fall 2008. Two Bed-
rooms/two baths, Washer/dryer
in each apartment. Spacious,
Affordable, Close to Campus. Call
(254-744-4091) today.

EMPLOYMENT

Earn $20-$100 to test and play
newvideo games. www.videog-
amepay.com

Earn $800-$3200 a month to
drive brand new cars with ads

placed on them. www.AdCar-
Reps.com
MISCELLANEOUS

Tuba for sale - Silver Mirafone,
one owner. Price $3,500.Contact
Richard Thomas (254) 752-1000
Get paid to play video games!
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Men’s, women's

track to
for Big

By Joe Holloway
Reporter

The men’s and women’s track
teams travel to Lincoln, Neb.
today to compete in the Big 12
Indoor Championship.

The No. 19 Bears and the
No. 24 Lady Bears will face stiff
opposition as nine of the 12
schools in the conference boast
top-40 rankings in both men’s
and women’s competition.

“It's an outstanding confer-
ence,” head coach Todd Harbour
said. “It’s a great opportunity to
get up there and compete.”

The women hope to do espe-
cially well. They recently moved
up two spotsin the rankings and
are the fourth highest ranked
team in the Big 12, behind No.
6 Texas A&M University, No. 10
University of Kansas and No. 12
University of Texas.

“Theladiesarerightup there,”
Harbour said. “I think our ladies
are looking really good.”

Last year’s Big 12 Fresh-
man of the Year, All-American
sophomore Nicole Jones won
the 1,000 meter last year and
hopes to repeat her success at
this year’s meet.

“I have aspirations to win it
all four years,” she said. “I feel
confident and strong.”

Jones also said that as a team
she expects the women to give a
good performance.

“We have more depth than
we've ever had going into the
conference,” she said. “We have
a really good shot at doing
extremely well.”

Depth on the men’s side is an
entirely different story.

Hampered by injuries, the
men have dropped from a No.
10 ranking at the beginning of
the year to No. 19.

“The guys are a little banged

compete
12 title

up,” Harbour said. “We have two
All-Americans who aren’t run-
ning this weekend.”

Sophomore LeJerald Betters
is one of the All-Americans that
the Bears do have ready to com-
pete.

“We've had a lot of key inju-
ries on the team,” Betters said.
“We're really just trying to stay
healthy.”

Betters took third in last
year’s 400-meter run behind
teammates Reggie Witherspoon
and Quentin Iglehart-Summers.

Witherspoon has since grad-
uated and Iglehart-Summers is
out with a foot injury.

‘I was most excited about
racing Quentin,” Betters said.
“But he isn’t running.”

Even with the injuries, Bet-
ters remains optimistic.

“As far as depth, we have very
little,” he said. “But if everybody
does everything like we're sup-
posed to, anything is possible.”

Other than Iglehart-Sum-
mers, Betters cited Texas A&AM
and Texas Tech as teams he
was most excited about facing,
particularly in the 4x400 meter
relay. Baylor won the relay last
year.

“They have relay teams that
are pretty strong,” he said. “We
have a streak that we're trying
to keep going. I feel pretty con-
fident.”

Coach Harbour echoed Bet-
ters’ optimism but said that
this year the Bears might have
a stronger showing at the NCAA
Indoor Championship, which
will be held in Fayetteville, Ark.
March 14 and 15.

“We're ready,” Harbour said.
“We wish we were a little health-
ier. This year we may actually
have a higher finish at nationals
than in conference. Anything is
possible.”

Pro league heads
resist steroids law

By Joseph White
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — David
Stern was not about to back
down.

Summoned again to Capitol
Hill to discuss whether Con-
gress should get into the busi-
ness of legislating drug testing
in the major professional sports
leagues, the NBA commissioner
took exception to lawmakers'
remarks and stood up for his
colleagues from the NFL, NHL
and major league baseball.

"This is an area where fed-
eral legislation is not necessary,"
Stern told the House Energy
and Commerce Subcommittee
on Commerce, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection.

As big as Wednesday's hear-
ing was — it produced the rare
sight of the four commission-
ers and their respective sports'
union heads sitting at the same
table — it was upstaged by news
from another panel.

The Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform
asked the Justice Department
to investigate whether Roger
Clemens lied under oath when
he denied using steroids and
human growth hormone at a
Feb. 5 sworn deposition and at
a Feb. 13 hearing.

No players were present at
Wednesday’s hearing. The com-
missioners sat side-by-side with
their sport’s union chiefs: Bud
Selig was inches away from
Donald Fehr; Stern was next to

Billy Hunter. Then there was the
NFL's Roger Goodell and Gene
Upshaw, and the NHL's Gary
Bettman and Paul Kelly.

All tried to persuade skepti-
cal lawmakers that their respec-
tive leagues had taken steps to
thwart steroids use and were
anxiously awaiting a dependable
way to detect human growth
hormone, preferably through a
urine test and not a blood test.

"In spite of the fact that they
want to pronounce that they have
itunder control, I still think that
it's not fully under control," said
the subcommittee's chairman,
Rep. Bobby Rush, D-Ill. "And we
have to do more."

Baseball had the most to
prove, having implemented a
stringent steroids policy only in
the last few years.

The NFL began addressing
the problem some two decades
ago, while the NBA and NHL
say the nature of their sports is
such that steroids use is virtu-
ally nonexistent.

All four leagues have tough-
ened their drug policies since
2005, when many of the same
witnesses testified before the
same subcommittee.

Several bills were introduced
in the House and Senate after
that session, but none came
close to becoming law.

"Let's get it right this time.
... Let's go ahead and get some-
thing into law that is accept-
able," Texas Republican Joe
Barton said. "It's no fun having
this hearing every two to three
years."

BAYLOR

E————

David Poe/Lariat staff

Buseck, Germany, senior Lars Poerschke hits a forehand against No. 2 Ohio State University Justin Kronauge. With 5-3 up in the second set, Poerschke retired
due to an ankle injury. Baylor lost 4-2 Wednesday at the Baylor Tennis Center.

Men’s tennis falls to No. 2 Ohio State

By Brian Bateman
Sports writer

Traveling Buckeye fans were
greeted with a rare occurrence
Wednesday night - a Baylor
men’s tennis loss at the Baylor
Tennis Center.

No. 2 Ohio State University
(12-1) and a momentum-swing-
ing injury to top-ranked Lars
Poerschke tossed the match to
the Buckeyes side, with a 4-2
victory over No. 9 Baylor (9-3).

With two points already in
the Bears’ pocket, Buseck, Ger-
many, senior Poerschke up a
break in the second and two
other Bears following suit, the
match seemed well in hand.

Then Poerschke charged the
net and injured his ankle. He
underwent an MRI Wednes-
day night, but his status was
unknown at the time of publi-
cation.

“You feel pretty confident
with Lars up 6-1, 3-1,” said ten-
nis head coach Matt Knoll. “To
his credit, he tried to finish
the match, but he just couldn’t
walk.”

Poerschke’s opponent, No.
14 Justin Kronauge, won four
straight sets, forcing Poerschke
to retire the match 6-1, 5-3.

“That’s one thing that’s tough
about our sport,” Knoll said. “If
you're quarterback gets hurt,
you can put your second string
in there and have a chance to
find a way (to win). If he goes
out here, he’s done.”

Without the nation’s No. 17
player competing, the young
squad — already down a player
since Matt Brown’s injury earlier
this year — fell apart.

When asked whether Poer-
schke’s injury caused the sub-
sequent loss of the team, sopho-
more Attila Bucko said, “Yeah, I
think so.”

Godspeed by Ben Humeniuk

Your.
REFRIGERATOR.
RUNNING ?

The Bears had won the dou-
bles segment when the tandem
of Dominik Mueller and Bucko
combined to shut down No. 5
duo Justin Kronauge and Drew
Eberely.

“One of the best efforts I've
ever seen,” Knoll said. “To be
able to knock off the No. 5 seed
in the country is huge.”

The Bears were able to add
a second point when Mueller
defeated Shuhei Uzawa, 6-2,
6-2, but it would be Baylor’s last
point of the night.

“This spring we didn’t do
anything together,” Mueller
said, speaking of his doubles
partner Bucko, “(but) I would
always rather lose my matches if
the team wins.”

Freshman Jordan Rux gave
the Buckeyes the match-clench-
ing point when Matt Allare
defeated him 6-0, 6-4.

Playing while sick, the fresh-
man had trouble dealing with

the sixth-seeded Buckeye.

“He didn't feel well today, but
he didn’t do a very good job at
managing that,” Knoll said. “He
let us down.”

After posting a goose egg in
the first set and falling behind
4-0 in the second, he did man-
age to rally, cutting Allare’s lead
in half.

Baylor’s loss — the third of
the season and the first at home
in 20 matches —will likely drop
them from the top 10, but the
loss will also give new Bears a
chance to claw their way into
the seeding.

Bucko, who hasn’t started a
match recently, will be a bene-
factor of Poerschke’s injury.

“l think we were really
unlucky,” Mueller said. “I think
it's a great chance for our guys to
prove themselves.”

Baylor will travel to take on
the University of Virginia Satur-
day, in Charlottesville, Va.
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Double win for Baylor against Colorado Buffaloes

Tisdale scores 30
points to lead team to
victory, 76-62

By Justin Baer
Sports writer

All eyes were glued to the
match-up between Rachel Al-
lison and Jackie McFarland
Wednesday night at the Ferrell
Center.

The two were teammates on
Team USA over the summer as
part of the Jones Cup Invitation-
al in Taiwan.

But neither McFarland, a
2007 First-Team All-Big 12 se-
lection, nor Allison, the leading
scorer and rebounder on the
USA team that captured bronze
in Taiwan, were the deciding
factors in Wednesday’s 76-62
victory for Baylor.

“I think it was pretty rough
because she would defend me
pretty hard on the (offensive)
end,” said Allison, who finished
the game with 13 points. “I just
did the best I could on her, be-
cause | had played against her
this summer and I knew some
of her tendencies.”

But as much as the pre-game
hype there was surrounding Mc-
Farland and Allison, it was se-
nior guard Angela Tisdale, who
led the No. 8 Lady Bears (24-3,
12-2) with 30 points to their
17th-straight victory at home.

Seventeen of Tisdale’s 30
points, her second-highest out-
put of the season, came from the
free-throw line.

The 17 made free throws
were a record against a Colo-
rado team, but it was Tisdale’s
ability to create plays for her
teammates that garnered the
attention of Colorado’s head
coach.

“Baylor is a tough team to
guard because they have Tis-
dale,” Kathy McConnell-Miller
said. “She has the ability to
break the defense down and
find the open player.”

The Lady Bears had to over-
come a lackadaisical perfor-
mance in the first half, as the
Lady Bears shot 314 percent
from the field.

Still, Baylor took a 30-24 lead
into the locker room at halftime.

Luis Noble/Lariat staff

Austin senior Angela Tisdale pushes past No. 45 University of Colorado Jackie
McFarland. Baylor defeated the Buffaloes, 76-62 Wednesday night at the Fer-

rell Center.

But as un-Baylor-like the Lady
Bears played in the first half,
head coach Kim Mulkey said
all credit is due to the Buffaloes’
zone defense that stifled Baylor.

“You have to remember that
team was ranked in the top
25 Mulkey said. “They have
beaten three ranked teams. We
just missed a lot of point blank
shots early. We just kept trying
and trying, and it seemed like
the more we tried the more we
would miss. But we never got
rattled.”

Whatever Mulkey’s half-time
adjustments were, they were ef-
fective. Baylor shot 56.5 percent
from the field in the second half
to collect its 20th 10-plus point
victory of the year.

Freshman Kelli Griffin had
a season-high 11 points, which
all came in the second half af-
ter Jessica Morrow left the game
with a foot injury, which was
initially reported as a day-to-
day injury.

“I thought her decision-mak-
ing with the ball was awesome,”

Mulkey said of the Houston na-
tive. “When Jessica went down,
you had to get points from some-
body else. I thought she put in
her share of points to help us
stay in the lead and help us win
a basketball game.”

With the victory, Mulkey’s
squad remains in the driver’s
seat of the Big 12 Conference
with two games remaining on
the schedule. With both Kansas
State University and the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma winning their
respective games, Baylor is still
one game ahead of the second-
place teams.

But all Baylor needs to do
now for its second Big 12 Cham-
pionship is win either at Col-
lege Station against Texas A&M
University Saturday or defeat
the Oklahoma State University
Cowgirls next Wednesday at
home.

The Lady Bears first chance
to clinch the conference title
will be televised live from Reed
Arena at 1 p.m. on Fox Sports
Net.

uniy ersity
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Victory gives Baylor
it’s first 19-win season
since 2000-01

By Pat Graham
The Associated Press

BOULDER, Colo. — Kevin
Rogers scored 24 points, Henry
Dugat finished with 21, includ-
ing a season-high five 3-point-
ers, and Baylor won in Boulder
for the first time in nearly 57
years, beating Colorado 68-57
on Wednesday night.

The victory gives Baylor its
first 19-win season since 2000-
0l.

|

Baylor (19-8, 7-6 Big 12)
entered the game 1-7 lifetime
against Colorado in Boulder, its
lone win coming on December
15, 1951. The Bears were 0-5
in Boulder since the inception
of the Big 12 before their win
Wednesday.

Rogers also grabbed 11
rebounds, giving him his fourth
straight double-double, and 11th
of the season.

The Buffaloes (10-17, 2-11)
dropped their fourth straight
game, and have now lost 10 of
their last 11 contests.

Richard Roby led Colorado
in scoring with 17 points. Roby
remains third on the team’s

all-time scoring list, 33 points
away from tying Cliff Meely for
second place. Roby trails leader
Donnie Boyce by 88 points.
Levi Knutson finished with
11 points and Marcus Hall had
10 along with seven assists.
Baylor led by as many as 20
points in the second half, but
Colorado trimmed it to 63-54
on a basket by Knutson with
1:10 remaining. However, the
Bears went 5-for-7 from the free
throw line over the final 1:30 to
seal their second straight win.
The Bears improved to 5-4
on the road in 2007-08. Before
this season, they were 2-37 on
the road over the last five years.

*

(LR D0

Associated Press

Baylor's Kevin Rogers (23) is fouled by Colorado senior Richard Roby (23) on an attempted dunk during the first half of
Wednesday’s game at the Coors Events Center in Boulder, Colo. Baylor won, 68-57.
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Uncle Dan’s serves smoky barbecue with local flavor

By Amy McGaughey
Contributor

When you walk into a bar-
becue restaurant, you expect
to first be lulled into a drooling
stupor by the seductive smells
of smoky meat.

But when I walked into Uncle
Dan’s BBQ Friday night, my ears
were the first to be alarmed.
(Not to be outdone, the smoked
meats wooed my nose immedi-
ately after.)

Uncle Dan’s has worked its
way to the pinnacle of Central
Texas barbecue since its open-
ing 30 years ago. Its devotees
return again and again for the
food and the come-as-you-are
atmosphere.

Friday nights present an
extra treat, though, because din-
ers enjoy live piano accompani-
ment along with their meal.

A woman performs tunes
from Elvis’ “Always on My
Mind” to “Memory” from Cats
on a beige upright piano.

Good music only heightens
the experience of a good meal.
And personally, I love a sing-a-
long with dinner.

At the Lake Air Drive loca-
tion, patrons are served cafe-
teria-style. The wooden Uncle
Dan’s menu hangs at the begin-

Alex Song/Lariat staff

Uncle Dan’s BBQ restaurant, located at 1001 Lake Air Drive, has provided Waco and surrounding communities with
smoky barbecue six days a week for the past 30 years.

ning of the line above the trays
and bottled beverages.

One server takes each cus-
tomer’s order, then weighs out
the appropriate amount of meat
and sends it down the line.

Customers can then choose
a sauce (one is spicy and the
other is for the less adventurous
crowd), sides and dessert before
paying at the festively-decorated
cashier at the far end.

Uncle Dan’s signature dish is
the Texas Tater. This isn’t your
normal barbecue baked potato,
and it’s not for the faint of heart.
It starts with a baked potato
(or half of one, for those of us
with less ambitious appetites)
softened with dollops of butter
and sour cream. Some cheese
is sprinkled on top, followed by
barbecue sauce and chopped
brisket so tender it’s practically

Writers approve 3-year contract

By Lynn Elber
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Members
of the Writers Guild of America
have overwhelmingly approved
a new contract with Hollywood
studios that increases payment
for shows offered on the Inter-
net, the union said Tuesday.

The deal was endorsed by
93.6 percent of the 4,060 votes
cast in Los Angeles and New
York.

“This contract is anew begin-
ning for writers in the digital
age,” said Patric M. Verrone,
president of the guild’s western
branch.

“It ensures that guild mem-
bers will be fairly compensated
for the content they create for
the Internet, and it also covers
the reuse on new media plat-

forms of the work they have
done in film since 1971 and in
TV since 1977

The term of the three-year
deal runs from this Feb. 13 to
May 1, 2011.

“We're very happy with the
turnout,” said guild spokesman
Neal Sacharow. “We had terrific
(voting) turnout and better than
90 percent approval from the
membership in each case.”

The contract was approved
through a mail-in ballot that
came after members were briefed
two weeks ago and agreed to
end the 100-day strike.

Under the contract, writ-
ers will get a maximum flat fee
of about $1,200 for programs
streamed on the Internet dur-
ing the deal’s first two years and
then get 2 percent of a distribu-
tor’s gross in year three.

The deal also establishes
guild jurisdiction for shows
made for the Internet and other
new media.

The writers strike halted
most TV production and took an
estimated $2.5 billion toll on the
Los Angeles area economy.

The guild has about 10,500
members who were affected by
the walkout.

Jonathan Handel, an enter-
tainment lawyer and a former
associate counsel for the writ-
ers guild, said he was surprised
by the relatively low number of
guild members who voted.

“I think a lot of people are not
happy with the deal but realized
it’s the best they could get,” he
said.

Still, he said, it “ties a bow on
a difficult period for Hollywood
labor.”

melting. The Texas Tater is best
eaten all mixed together, to cre-
ate a complete balance of fla-
vors.

But it’s hard to pick a favorite
dish at Uncle Dan’s. The rest of
the menu is full of meats, sides
and desserts to satisfy nearly
any craving.

Uncle Dan’s meat selection
includes sausage, turkey, catfish,
two kinds of ribs, two kinds of

chicken and three kinds of bris-
ket. Each moist bite is rich with
the smoky taste of hickory and
other Texas hardwoods and
nothing else to muddle the nat-
ural flavors.

The sides don’t just play a
supporting role. The potato
salad — your choice of white
or yellow — is silky and rich,
speckled with herbs. And the
cole slaw is bursting with crisp,
fresh herbs, cabbage and tangy
dressing.

Craving something else?
Uncle Dan’s also makes mashed
potatoes, beans, fruit salad and
macaroni and cheese are from
scratch daily.

A meal at Uncle Dan’s isn’t
complete without a sticky-sweet
dessert. Whether you're in the
mood for cheesecake, chocolate
pie, banana pudding or cherry
cobbler in a cup, Uncle Dan’s
has your sweet tooth covered.

Like a booth table? You're in
luck at Uncle Dan’s. Every table
isabooth, complete with a black
bandana table top and a mini
grill-shaped condiment holder.

The rest of the restaurant is
decorated with an eclectic mix
of country kitsch and local
sports legends. The entry hall
has autographed photographs
from Baylor and Waco sport-

ing legends and current Baylor
personalities. There is also a
bulletin board for local business
cards and announcements at the
end nearest the dining area.

Uncle Dan’s also offers cater-
ing and drive-through options,
as well as a separate cafeteria
line for to-go meals.

There are also two larger
rooms for private parties, which
are offered for little or no charge
with prior reservations.

Or, if you or a loved one lives
too far to drive to Uncle Dan’s,
you can take advantage of their
Cross Country Q service, which
ships packaged Uncle Dan’s
favorites to anywhere in the
United States.

Uncle Dan’s Lake Air Drive
restaurant is located at 1001
Lake Air Drive, just off of Valley
Mills Drive.

Hours of operation are Mon-
day through Saturday from 11
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., and the drive-
through window is open until 9
p.m. For more information, call
Uncle Dan’s at 772-3532.

Whether youre craving
dynamite barbecue or just a
delightful atmosphere, Uncle
Dan’s BBQ is one Waco classic
that’s sure to win your heart -
and your stomach.

Grade: A+

Returning Spring Shows

ABC:

Samantha Who? — April 7
Boston Legal — April 8
Desperate Housewives — April 13
Brothers & Sisters — April 20
Ugly Betty — April 24
Grey’s Anatomy — April 24

ABC also says Women’s Murder

Club will return at some point this

spring, and Dirty Sexy Money, Pri-

vate Practice and Pushing Daisies
will return in the fall.

Fox:

Til Death — March 25
Bones — April 14
House - April 28
24 won't return until January 2009.
There’s no decision on the fate of
“Prison Break.”

CBS:

How | Met Your Mother — March 17
The Big Bang Theory — March 17
Two and a Half Men — March 17
CSI: Miami — March 24
Cold Case — March 30
Criminal Minds — April 2
CSI: New York — April 2
CSI - April 3
Without a Trace — April 3
Ghost Whisperer — April 4
Numb3rs — April 4
NCIS - April 8
Moonlight — April 11
Rules of Engagement — April 14

CBS says Shark will be back at
some point. There’s no word on The
Unit or Cane.

NBC:

My Name is Earl — April 3
30 Rock — April 10
The Office — April 10
Scrubs - April 10
ER - April 10
Law & Order: SVU — April 15

Chuck, Heroes and Life were all
renewed for next season, but won't
be back until the fall.

CW:

Everybody Hates Chris — Sunday
Aliens in America — Sunday
The Game — March 23
Smallville — April 17
Gossip Girl - April 21
Reaper — April 22
Supernatural — April 24
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LOBBY from page 1

university has initiated requests
for specific projects on campus
that require funding over a peri-
od of years. Director of media
relations Lori Fogleman said
that research was a topic at the
meeting.

“The meeting was to inform
the Texas delegation about
research capabilities and struc-
ture concerning the university,”
Fogleman said.

According to Mackowiak,
federal funding is crucial to
Baylor.

In the past Hutchison has
voiced her support for the Waco
Veterans Affairs Mental Health
Center of Excellence, an institu-
tion which has collaborated with
research facilities from Baylor,
Texas A&M University Medi-
cal School, and Ft. Hood Army
Hospital to conduct research on
the treatment of mental health
conditions.

Congressman Chet Edwards

would also play a role in deci-
sion-making concerning an offi-
cial request from the university
as a member of the Appropria-
tions Committee, Mackowiak
said.

Edwards, a representative for
the 17th Congressional District
of Texas, is one of few House
members to serve on the House
Budget and Appropriations com-
mittees.

The 2008 fiscal year ends
September 31 and the 2009 fis-
cal year begins in October.

PO LICY from page 1

hard on those who want to enter,
but do not tear apart families that
are already here.

She is opposed to guest worker
programs that “supply cheap labor
that undermines the wages of U.S.
workers.” She also supports the
DREAM Act, which is a bill, not
passed into law, that would give
children of illegal immigrants a
way to gain citizenship.

The act would allow immi-
grant high school students an
opportunity to gain higher edu-
cation and to gain citizenship by
serving in the armed forces. Right
now, the only way for children to
gain citizenship is through their
parents.

“Let’s do it the right way:
cracking down on employers,
especially once we get to compre-
hensive immigration reform, who
exploit undocumented workers
and drive down wages for every-
one else,” Clinton said in the Feb.
22 Democratic debate in Austin.

Sen. Barack Obama, D-IIL,
wants to “preserve the integrity
of our borders,” according to his
Web site. He views the immigra-
tion system as dysfunctional.

“We are a nation of laws and
we are a nation of immigrants,
and we can reconcile those two
things,” Obama said in the Austin
debate.

Obama proposes to create a
system where employers can veri-
fy that their employees are legally
able to work in the United States.

Like Clinton, he places an
emphasis on keeping immigrant
families together. He also wants
to give illegal immigrants who are
productive members of society a

way to become citizens after they
pay a fine, learn English and go
“to the back of the line.”

“The second thing is, we have
to improve our relationship with
Mexico and work with the Mexi-
can government, so that their
economy is producing jobs on
that side of the border,” Obama
said.

New Braunfels sophomore
Jose Valles said he supports
Obama’s incentive plan for illegal
immigrants. He is also in favor of
Obama’s plan to impose fines on
employers of illegal immigrants.

“I think (Obama) should open
up more visas or migrant-work-
er visas as opposed to making
employers deny them jobs,” Valles
said.

Valles suggested that Obama
should support a visa lottery that
would give more workers legal
jobs.

On the Republican side, former
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee
said he sees America’s unsecured
borders as a “national emergency,”
according to his Web site.

He is opposed to granting
amnesty and sanctuaries for ille-
gal immigrants. He also opposes
the DREAM Act and granting
driver’s licenses to illegal immi-
grants.

Huckabee has said he wants
harsher punishments for employ-
erswho hire undocumented work-
ers, and that the United States
should stand alone economically
and not become integrated eco-
nomically with the rest of North
America.

He also said he supports a
“catch and detain” policy over
a “catch and release” policy for
illegal immigrants so that when
they are deported they do not just

immediately return to the United
States.

Huckabee’s Web site states
that he wants to “take our country
back for those who belong here
and those who are willing to play
by the rules for privilege to come
here.”

Houston sophomore Chris
Paxton said Huckabee’s emphasis
on immigration has helped him
gain support from many Texans
and southerners because he had
been seen as a “lightweight” on
immigration.

“Secure the border first and
then move on to other issues,”
Paxton said.

Paxton said he believes a com-
prehensive reform on immigra-
tion will not work. When all the
varied problems are compiled
into one bill, he said he thinks no
one will agree on a solution and
it would get tossed around like a
“political football” like it did with
the immigration bill the Senate
sent to the House.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
approaches border security by
promising to restore Americans’
trust in their government, accord-
ing to his Web site.

He said he wants to build
stronger alliances with Latin
American countries to help give
workers more domestic economic
opportunities.

McCain also said he wants to
keep government spending in
check and keep our labor mar-
ket flexible in order to keep “our
economy on top.”

He said he values assimilation
of immigrants and sees America
as “that ‘shining city upon a hill,
abeacon of hope and opportunity
for those seeking a better life built
on hard work and optimism.”

BGCT from page 1

nominated him because of his
international work and his stance
on advocating for separation
of church and state. They were
impressed by Everett’s passionate
speaking ability and his experi-
ence in management, said com-
mittee chair Ken Hugghins.

“That was an unusual blend
and one we're thankful for,” Hug-
ghins said.

When Everett begins working
March 31, he will take over lead-

ership of the 5,600 congregations
of the Dallas-based convention.

Over the years, the moderate
Texas group has distanced itself
from the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, the largest Protestant
denomination in the country,
over philosophical and theologi-
cal differences. Some of the SBC’s
leaders have issued declarations
thatwomen should not be pastors
and that wives should “graciously
submit” to their husbands.

The Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas also had to lay off
nearly 30 employees last year.

It put together a 2008 budget
that calls for spending about
$50.1 million, about a $500,000
decrease from last year.

Previous president Charles
Wade retired in January after
about seven years with the con-
vention. His tenure as executive
director of the moderate group
has seen increased ethnic diver-
sity in leadership positions. But
Wade also was criticized after a
state convention-commissioned
investigation revealed the appar-
ent misuse of church-starting
funds.

Nothing is more important

to ourquality of life
~ than the quality of the

airithatiwelbreathe.

When legislators came to Austin
last January, Central Texas was staring down
the barrel of 18 fast-tracked, pulverized coal
plants, nine of which were to be built within

50 miles of Waco.

The health of millions of Texans,

clean air, clean water and the environ-

il

“Doc” led the charge in the
legislature to challenge Texas to become
a national leader in clean burning energy.
Thanks to “Doc” Anderson’s hard work,

Central Texas dodged a bullet, but the battle

ment were all at risk, but our State

Representative, “Doc” Anderson was on the
case. “Doc” introduced a moratorium to stop
the process and give the legislature time to

study the cumulative impact of the pollution

from these plants.

goes on. “Doc” will continue to lead the fight

for clean energy alternatives.

Doc Anderson “deserves consid-
erable credit for challenging Texas to
become a national leader in clean-burning

coal-fired plants...Of all the voices raised

locally against the coal rush, Anderson’s

was the most significant.”
~ WACO TRIBUNE HERALD

RE-ELECT

NDERSON

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

EXPERIENCED - CONSERVATIVE - LEADERSHIP

Pd Pol Ad Charles "Doc" Anderson for State Representative
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answered with a host of “no’s.

Education was a prime topic for his audience
of mostly college students. The idea of a $4,000
tuition credit for every student struck a cord with
the crowd.

Obama’s plan calls for students who receive the
credit to put in time in community service.

“We will invest in you. You invest in America.
Together we are going to move this country for-
ward,” Obama said.

Other education plans include raising teacher
salaries, emphasizing early childhood education
and improving public schools.

His universal health care plan drew a big
applause from the crowd when he said young peo-
ple out of college will be able to stay on their par-
ents insurance until they reach 25 years of age.

Obama said the health care problem is one
more thing America can't put off.

“We're not going to wait 10 years or 20 years.
We're going to restore this by the end of my first
term,” Obama said.

Following the national trend, the economy was
another strong focus of his speech. He spoke about
taking on corporate greed, increasing minimum
wage to keep pace with hyper-inflation and rolling

back Bush’s tax cuts.

“If you work in this country, you should not be
poor,” Obama said.

While Obama covered a variety of hot topics,
the crowd was most responsive to his anti-Bush
rhetoric. He criticized the Bush administration for
“politics of fear,” as well as its policies on a number
of issues.

Obama highlighted his concern for the situa-
tion in Darfur, saying “We will lead in bringing an
end to genocide in Darfur. We're not a nation that
turns a blind eye to slaughter”

In Tuesday night's Democratic debate, Obama
responded to a hypothetical question by MSNBC
moderator Tim Russert, who asked if Obama
would be willing to strike al-Qaida if it was form-
ing a base in Iraq.

“T will never hesitate to protect the American
people,” Obama said. In light of these comments
McCain lashed out Wednesday morning saying
al-Qaida is already in Iraq.

“Thave some news for John McCain. (The Repub-
lican Party) took their eyes off the ball,” Obama
said, referencing the U.S’s neglect of Afghanistan.

Obama said the day for the Republican Party
has passed.

“(McCain) is with the party of yesterday. We are
creating the party of tomorrow right here in San
Marcos, Texas,” Obama said.

CLINTON from page 1

health care and economic reform.

Bill opened the topic of heath care by asking
audience members to raise their hands if they
knew someone who didn’t have health insur-
ance. Many attendees responded by yelling that
they didn’t have any health coverage.

Hewent on to publicly disapprove of Obama’s
health plan, saying as many as 15 million Amer-
icans would not purchase health coverage even
if it was cheap. Universal health care, he said, is
the only sure-fire way to ensure that Americans
will get the medical attention they might need.

He spoke on Hillary’s views on economic
reform, citing the economic successes of his
own presidency.

“In a rich country, the only mother-load of
new jobs is clean energy,” Bill said, infusing Hil-
lary’s environmental efforts with the need to
create new jobs. Bill said green energy would
create jobs for workers even with minimal edu-
cation.

avenue flats

He spoke harshly against Bush’s education
measures, including the No Child Left Behind
Act. He said Hillary plans to increase Pell grants
for higher education so they can keep up with
the rate of inflation.

The common message of “change” between
Hillary Clinton and Obama, the two candidates
striving for the democratic presidential nomi-
nation, found a place in Bill’s remarks as well.
The former president said Obama talks about
change while Hillary embodies it.

“All of her life she’s been an agent of change,”
Bill said. He illustrated this point throughout his
varied presentation, starting with an account of
Hillary volunteering at the university medical
school clinic while finishing her law degree at
Yale University.

Bill also spoke about Hillary’s opinions on
foreign policy and the war in Iraq.

“It’s time for the soldiers to come home, and
Hillary will bring them home,” he said.

While she hopes to bring troops home soon,
“we've got way more troubles than that,” Bill
said, referring to foreign policy woes.
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