
By Ashley Killough
Reporter

While skipping school to vote in 
their home county for the primary 
sounds fun to some students, it’s not 
a practical reality for most.  

For those who aren’t registered in 
McLennan County and are unable to 
journey home, voting with an absen-
tee ballot is the only option to have 
their voices heard.

McAllen senior Ralph Delagarza 
lives seven hours away and can’t 
afford to take the time off from school 
to go home and vote. 

“I’ve decided to vote via absentee 
ballot because it’s more convenient,” 
Delagarza said.

But this approach requires an extra 
step, and students must act quickly 
because a formal Ballot by Mail appli-
cation is required to vote. 

The application must be received 
(not postmarked) by the county reg-
istrar by Feb. 26. 

The short application can be 
requested by phone or downloaded 
from the county Web site. Once the 
county registrar office receives it, an 
absentee ballot will be mailed. The 

deadline to return 
the marked ballot 
is the day of the 
primary, March 
4. 

“I didn’t real-
ize the deadline was so soon,” Atlanta 
sophomore Dana Mays said. “I live six 
hours away, so there’s no way I can go 
home. It’s my first time to vote and 
I don’t want to miss out, so I’ll defi-
nitely vote by mail.”

For those who are registered in 
McLennan County and don’t want to 
stand in long lines on primary day, 

early voting starts Feb. 19. 
The closest site to Baylor for early 

voting is the County Records Build-
ing, located at 214 N. 4th St. and is 
open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Feb. 19-22, 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Feb. 23, 1 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Feb. 24, and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Feb. 
25-29.
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Woman’s 
Big 12 title 
on the line

Bears look 
forward to 
longhorns

associated Press

Baylor’s danielle Willson covers a Kansas State forward during the Feb. 2  63-49 win in Manhattan, Kan. The 
Lady Bears face the Oklahoma Sooners Sunday in a game that could make or break a Big 12 championship game 
appearance for Baylor.

Coca-Cola facility gets $4 million facelift
By Victoria Mgbenena
Staff writer

Coca-Cola Enterprises broke 
ground Wednesday for the Waco 
division of their new sales and distri-
bution facility located on Texas Cen-
tral Parkway at Texas Central Park. 

The company’s old facility, for-
merly located off of Franklin Avenue 
in Downtown Waco, was demolished 
by a tornado in May 2006. 

Coca-Cola Enterprises have been 

in the Waco area for over a century, 
and their new location has given 
their distribution branch a rebirth. 

The division of Strategic Develop-
ment for the Waco Chamber of Com-
merce is working closely with the 
company to finalize building plans.

“Our department represents the 
properties that the Waco Industrial 
Foundation owns,” said Scott Con-
nell, senior vice president of Strategic 
Development for the Chamber. “Our 
offices will serve as a liaison between 

the county and the company. The 
city has provided some incentives to 
assist in the purchasing of the site for 
early expansion.”

The cost of construction for the 
new facility stands at $4 million for 
the company. The 60,000-ft facility 
will operate on 10 acres of land, an 
upgrade from the two acres of land 
that the old building occupied.

“Since they have been in the Waco 
market for over a century, we did not 
feel that we needed to compete for 

their business and distribution net-
works because they operate for many 
counties across Central Texas,” Con-
nell said. “We had to make sure that 
the new location and space fit their 
market. The goal was to provide a 
site for this division of the company 
to grow and become more modern.”

Connell said that the sales and 
distribution division has changed 
over the years, moving from a tra-

Absentee ballots still 
available for primary

health care causes concern

lady Bears must beat Sooners 
Sunday for best chance at making 

the conference championship

By Brian Bateman
Sports writer

Baylor is in a tough position — caught between 
Texas and Oklahoma.

Geographically, the Lady Bears can’t do any-
thing about it. But after splitting a series with Texas, 
Baylor’s conference championship hopes hinge on 
pulling a sweep of the Sooners.

After Wednesday’s loss to unranked University 
of Texas, the Lady Bears face the University of Okla-
homa at 12:30 p.m. Sunday in the Ferrell Center.

“They returned the favor,” head coach Kim 
Mulkey said, speaking of the 61-60 victory the Lady 
Bears salvaged last time the teams met.

The Sooners will be looking to join in, attempt-
ing to avenge an 84-73 Baylor victory in Norman, 
Okla.

After a night where the Lady Bears performed 
poorly in the paint, they will have to rebound 
against Oklahoma. 

The Lady Bears will have to battle for rebounds, 
as the Sooners hold the Big 12’s best rebounding 
margin, collecting 12 more balls per game than 
Baylor.

Senior guard Angela Tisdale scored 35 points 
in Norman, and Rachel Allison had 17. Courtney 
Paris had 28 and Danielle Robinson had 16 to lead 
the Sooners. 

Baylor will have to start at the foul line, where the 
Lady Bears were just 11-20 on non-contested shots.

“Last time I checked, they don’t guard you at the 
foul line,” Mulkey said.

 Ashley and Courtney Paris, the Sooner sisters 
playing forward and center, are six-foot-three and 
six-foot-four, respectively. Courtney Paris averages 
18.6 points per game and 13.7 rebounds, while Ash-
ley has 10.5 points and 8.2 rebounds.

Both are big concerns for Mulkey.
“That’s just where we’ve got to fight. We’ve got 

to bang and push and get rebounds,” she said, add-
ing, “We gotta watch for (Jenna) Plumley on the 

By Will Parchman
Sports editor

The men’s basketball team will have a hard 
time finding a silver lining in Wednesday’s loss.

In playing their worst first half of basketball 
this year, the men took a step backward in the 
chase for an NCAA Tournament bid with a 93-83 
loss at Oklahoma State University.

“It’s a game we have to look past and learn from 
our mistakes each day,” sophomore guard Tweety 
Carter said. “This loss obviously was bad for us, 
but we have to keep fighting and stay together as a 
team and get prepared for Texas on Saturday.”

The loss dropped Baylor to 17-6 overall and 
5-4 in the Big 12, good for sole possession of fifth 
place entering Saturday’s 5 p.m. home date with 
No. 11 University of Texas (20-4, 7-2). 

Baylor announced Monday that public tickets 
for Saturday’s game had sold out. Availability on 
student tickets opened today at 11 a.m.

During Baylor’s first public sell-out earlier this 
year against the University of Oklahoma, the tick-
et office didn’t run out of public tickets until about 
an hour before tip-off.

“We’ve got students camping out, they’ve got a 
pep rally the night before, so we need to make sure 
we give them a lot to cheer for come Saturday,” 
head coach Scott Drew said. 

The Longhorns are coming off a marquee 72-69 
home win Monday over No. 4 University of Kan-
sas and are sure to crack the top 10 in the polls 
next week should they topple Baylor on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the Bears are desperately trying to 
stave off free-fall mode. They’ve lost four of their 
last five and have ceded 193 points to their oppo-
nents over the last two games. While Baylor has 
put up a comparable 173 points over that span, 
Drew said the team’s faltering defense relates back 
to an at-times too aggressive offensive mentality.

Texas guard A.J. Abrams, statistically the most 
proficient 3-point shooter in the Big 12, ripped the 
Bears for 20 points on 4-8 shooting from beyond 
the 3-point arc in their first match-up earlier this 
season.

Shutting him down will be a top priority on 
Saturday. 

“It’s about sticking with him and knowing 
you’re going to have to run around a lot of screens,” 
Carter said. “And get prepared to just run all day.”

With such an offensively-proficient team like 
Texas coming to town this weekend, Drew said 
the time is now to step up the defensive intensity.

“We’ve got to get back to the basics,” Drew said. 
“Why we won games early (was because) we were 
defending, we were rebounding. I think the last 
couple games we’ve tried to outscore people, and 
that doesn’t work.”

Despite a strong second-half push against 
Oklahoma State, Baylor’s 49-29 deficit at half-
time marked the largest lead for any team against 
Baylor at the intermission all year. It was also the 
first time the team failed to hold a lead against an 
opponent this season. The Bears never got closer 
than nine points in a Gallagher-Iba Arena that was 
over 4,000 people short of its average yearly atten-
dance. 

Presidential candidates 
propose potential plans 

to reform system 

By Lynn Ngo
Reporter

The fate of the 
American health 
care system stands 
to be decided in the 
2008 election, as 
presidential hope-
fuls are proposing 
various changes to 
combat rising health 
care costs. 

According to data 
gathered from the 
U.S. Census Bureau, 
47 million Americans are uninsured as of 
2006. This figure also includes the 8.7 mil-
lion children.  

America’s health care problem has 
received attention from the front-runners 
of the presidential race who have proposed 
differing plans for change.

Democratic candidate Barack Obama 
proposed a plan that focuses on creating 
an affordable national health care pro-

gram. 
As stated on his 

Web site, Obama plans 
to “guarantee coverage 
for every American 
through partnerships 
among employers, pri-

vate health plans, the federal government 
and the states.”  

His plan requires 
coverage for chil-
dren, but would not 
mandate coverage 
for all Americans. 
Individuals would 
also be given the 
option to choose 
a private insur-
ance plan under 
the National Health 
Insurance Exchange 
plan as long as the 
plan meets coverage requirements.

Please see MEN, page 4

Please see VOTE, page 4

Obama

Clinton

Please see POLICY, page 4

Please see WOMEN, page 4

Please see COKE, page 4
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NONPROFIT
ORGaNIZaTION
U.S. POSTaGE

PAID
BayLOR

UNIVERSITy



Friday, February 15, 2008The Baylor Lariat2  OpiniOn

pro-family 
policies 
needed

Despite Baylor’s commitment to 
family and Christian values, some 
members of the Baylor family have 
a harder time than others — namely, 
those women who are starting fami-
lies of their own. 

Baylor has no maternity benefits in 
place, though employees can take up 
to 12 weeks off because of the Family 
and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) enact-
ed in 1993.

The act also allows for time off to 
recover from a health condition, to 
care for a spouse or parent who is seri-
ously ill or to care for a recently placed 
foster child or adoptee. 

However, time off under the FMLA 
act is unpaid and not every family can 
easily afford to live off only one pay-
check, especially with medical bills to 
pay. 

Those saving up vacation days, be 
warned. According to the compensa-
tion and benefits section of the Baylor 
Web site, Baylor is allowed under law 
to require employees to use their vaca-
tion time as part of their requested 
FMLA leave and can count that paid 
leave as part of the 12-week FMLA 
leave. 

Another solution is to accrue paid 
vacation days and use them for mater-
nity leave, or to try to plan a preg-
nancy around school holidays, such 
as summer or winter breaks.

However, timing childbirth around 
school holidays isn’t always a practi-
cal solution. Faculty members have 
told The Baylor Lariat that the lack of 
maternity benefits can cause a myriad 

of problems, especially considering 
the difficulties inherent in timing a 
pregnancy. Premature births can also 
throw things off schedule, landing 
new mothers in a situation where they 
have to choose between unpaid leave 
or juggling work and an infant.  

This situation needs to change, 
and soon.  

Baylor is a Christian university 
with family values, but this particular 
policy is far from family-oriented. We 
should encourage women who want 

to start families, not punish them 
through repressive policies.

A lack of maternity benefits just 
makes it that much harder for women 
who want to have families and an 
academic career and who believe that 
both are worth the sacrifice.

Other universities have made paid 
maternity leave available to their 
employees. Southern Methodist Uni-
versity offers not just paid maternity 
leave, but paid adoption leave to any 
benefit-eligible staff member who 

has worked for the university for one 
year. 

In Baylor’s defense, the problem 
is a nation-wide one. According to 
a report published last February by 
McGill Institute for Health and Social 
Policy, the U.S. is the only developed 
country without guaranteed paid 
maternity leave.

So, let’s set an example for the rest 
of the country and start putting our 
money (or rather, benefits) where our 
mouth is. 

  The Baylor Lariat welcomes 
reader viewpoints through let-
ters to the editor and guest col-
umns. 

Opinions expressed in the 
Lariat are not necessarily those 
of the Baylor administration, the 
Baylor Board of Regents or the 
Student Publications Board. 

Letters to the editor should  
include the writer’s name, major, 
graduation year, phone number 
and student identification num-
ber. Non-student writers should 
include their address. Letters 
that focus on an issue affecting 
students or faculty may be con-
sidered for a guest column at the 
editor’s discretion.

All submissions become the 
property of The Baylor Lariat. 
The Lariat reserves the right to 
edit letters for grammar, length, 
libel and style. 

Letters should be e-mailed 
to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu or 
mailed to The Baylor Lariat, One  
Bear Place #97330, Waco, TX 
76798-7330.

Opinion policyEditorial

The Baylor Lariat is commit-
ted to ensuring fair and accu-
rate reporting and will correct 
errors of substance on Page 2. 
Corrections can be submitted to 
the editor by sending an e-mail 
to Lariat_letters@baylor.edu or 
by calling 254-710-4099.

Corrections policy

The Baylor Lariat is owned by Baylor University  and over-
seen by the Student Publications Board. 

The entire content of The Baylor Lariat is protected under 
the Federal Copyright Act. Reproduction of any portion of any 
issue by any means, mechanical or otherwise, is not permitted 
without the expressed written consent of Baylor University. 
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Advertising:                    710-3407
Sports:                           710-6357
Entertainment:               710-7228
Editor:                            710-4099

Lariat@baylor.edu
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Good old-fashioned raff les 
have been raising money for 
folks at carnivals, fairs, picnics 
and other fun occasions where 
people gather to enjoy fellow-
ship and fun. 

Raff les seem innocent and 
commonplace and as American 
as, well, apple pie and hot dogs. 

However, not everyone shares 
this view, as I recently discov-
ered a couple weeks ago when I 
found out about the university’s 
disallowance of raffles. 

The Baylor Aviation Orga-
nization was planning a Valen-
tine’s Day fundraiser by means 
of a raffle. The grand prize was 
a sunset plane ride and dinner 
for the winner and their sweet-
heart. 

Other prizes would have 
included dinner for two and 
flowers. Aurora Aviation, Elite 

Circle Grill and Cricket’s Bar 
and Grill had already signed 
on to donate to the fundraiser. 
Tickets would have cost $5 each, 
or three for $10. 

Since an aviation student 
agreed to donate time and skill 
by flying the plane, and local 
businesses cooperated to con-
tribute dinner and flowers, the 
scheme was virtually cost-free. 

Baylor Aviation Organization 
members got hyped up about 
all the potential profits, which 
in turn could benefit the univer-
sity indirectly as the club would 
have more money to travel to 
conferences or invest in projects 
without begging student gov-
ernment to dip into student life 
funds.   

The enthusiasm was short-
lived.

“The university does not, as 

a matter of practice, raise funds 
using raffle sales,” wrote a mem-
ber of the university’s general 
counsel in a recent e-mail to The 
Baylor Lariat.

According to a club mem-
ber, Student Activities informed 
Baylor Aviation Organization 
that fundraiser approval was 
likely. 

But club members received 
word Jan. 30 by e-mail that 
the event couldn’t be tolerated 
because this could conflict with 
Baylor’s classification as a non-

profit organization. 
Student Activities reportedly 

touched base with Financial 
Affairs, General Counsel, Judi-
cial Affairs, and the dean for 
student development, conversa-
tions which led Student Activi-
ties to deny the raffle request.  

But the general counsel mem-
ber said in an e-mail the rea-
soning behind the denial was 
that “(the) student organization 
would be breaking Texas law 
as it does not meet the require-
ment of a ‘qualified organiza-
tion’ under the Texas Charitable 
Raffle Enabling Act.”

The Texas Charitable Gam-
bling Act lists nonprofit groups 
in existence for the three pre-
ceding years, as long as they 
don’t give members money and 
don’t try to influence law mak-
ers and as long as this group is 

exempt from taxation as a 501(c) 
nonprofit. 

The club, however, has only 
been in existence for two years. 

The general counsel member 
also wrote that university prop-
erty would be used as part of 
the prize, but according to the 
student source, the plane that 
would have been used is prop-
erty of Aurora Aviation. 

I must admit, I’m more than 
slightly confused. 

If making money creates 
contention with federal classifi-
cation of a non- profit organiza-
tion (as members said they were 
told in an e-mail), how can any 
university entity hold any type 
of fundraiser?

Why, then, do I find a dif-
ferent club selling baked goods 
in the SUB every day, with its 
table set up a stone’s throw from 

the Student Activities office, no 
less? 

If this wasn’t the basis of the 
denial, why were members told 
such?

It took hours of research 
to get to the bottom of this, 
which could have been told to 
the members point-blank — the 
club did not meet requirements 
under the Texas gaming laws, 
and, even if it did, gambling 
isn’t an approved activity for a 
fundraisers. 

How prudent for our uni-
versity higher-ups to deny this 
request, then give inconsistent 
reasons for that action, ranging 
from the truth to  bogus excus-
es. 

Anita Pere is a senior journal-
ism major from Tulsa, Okla. and a 
staff writer for The Baylor Lariat.

Baylor’s raffle policy baffles student organizations

by anita pere

point 
of view

ACROSS 
1"Common Sense" writer
6 Give up
10 Ms. Fitzgerald
14 Surpass
15 Haley or Trebek
16 Implement 17 
Bedtime figure of rhyme 
20 Mach+ jet
21 Black-tie affair
22 Texas Hold 'Em phrase
23 Lend a hand
24 "All About __"
25 Nicely-Nicely Johnson 
portrayer
30 Zip
34 Actor Flynn
35 Beer choices
36 Word of woe
37 Indistinct
38 __ Aviv-Jaffa
39 Plain to see
40 Garden of Genesis
41 "Leaving Las Vegas" co-
star
42 Start of a long story
43 Comic Foxx
44 One of Robin's Merry Men

46 Baked dessert
47 El Dorado's treasure
48 Ranked at a tournament
52 Actress Ward
54 Wonder
57 "A Christmas Carol" role
60 HOMES part
61 Cool!
62 Maureen of "The Quiet 
Man"
63 Ties the knot
64 Box-office receipts
65 Young Turk
 
DOWN 
1 Church seats
2 Forestry tools
3 "Rhyme Pays" rapper
4 Recent
5 Qualified to play
6 Texas Hold 'Em phrase
7 Director Kazan
8 Aberdeen's river
9 Some alimony recipients
10 Sicilian volcano
11 Evil Norse god
12 Kent's Lane
13 To shelter

18 Knight's wife
19 Wrath
23 Teem
24 Button slot
25 Break off
26 Inter-team action
27 Egged on
28 __ Lee Gifford
29 Native Alaskan
30 Hogan dweller 
31 Olds model 
32 Mr. Vader
33 Sean or father John
39 Switchboard overseer
41 On the skids
45 "Damn Yankees" role
46Favorite
48 Meat dish
49 Dublin's land
50 Oklahoma city
51 Recolors
52 Beat it! 
53 Art Deco designer
54 Captain of the Pequod
55 Electrical cable
56 List ender
58 __ culpa
59 Guerilla Guevara

Isn’t it just perfect that Face-
book advertisements featuring 
unknown women engaging in 
nearly scandalous postures, 
surrounded by the words “Meet 
Local Women” have appeared in 
the wake of V-Day?

I love those new TV ads for 
chemistry.com. 

I’m talking about the ones 
that plaster a giant “Rejected by 
eHarmony” stamp over some of 
the more unlucky individuals in 
our society.  

At one point, a dejected 
young female even asks, “Can’t 
a girl get some love?”  

(She happens to be very 

cute.) 
Sure she can, but technology 

might still be a few years away 
from giving computers the abil-
ity to give it.  

Sadly, that leaves myself and 
other web-daters at home, eat-
ing the cookies mama sent us in 
the mail and listening the kind 
of music Ben Humeniuk likes.  

I remember my freshman 
year when Byron Weathersbee  
stood up on Chapel stage and 
read a supposed actual note 
written to him from one of our 
very own Baylor ladies around 
this very same time.  

In essence, we men received 

an ego beating at the expense of 
girl’s V-Day frustrations.  

Granted, one very, very brave 
guy replied, implying that the 
girls around this place ought to 
dump their A&M boyfriends if 
they wanted any of our atten-
tion.  

I hope he’s still alive.
But what’s the deal with Val-

entine’s frustrations?  
I think chemistry.com got it 

right: Rejection.  
That’s the deal.  
What could be more frustrat-

ing than an entire day seeming-
ly devoted to reminding those of 
us who belong to the “rejected 
singles” camp that we’re, in fact, 
reject singles?  

Most of us have even dete-
riorated to the point where we 
actually go on a date that night 
with all the same-sex friends 
who share our general dislike of 
Valentine’s Day love.

I want to be accepted for who 
I am as much as the next guy, 

but I think I’m even more afraid 
of being rejected for who I’m 
not.  

Chemistry.com somehow 
found this out and started play-
ing its commercials on my TV.  

And I have a feeling I’m not 
the only one.  

We’re a desperate group of 
young people looking for lovin’ 
and looking hard.  

So hard, in fact, that we’re 
trusting the Web and getting a 
little flustered over Valentine’s 
Day.  

There’s only so much of the 
Baylor Bubble I can stand, but 
one thing that makes it worth-

while is the ease with which you 
can make friends.  

I seem to find people who are 
mostly friendly and willing to 
strike up a good conversation.

And to me, that’s what life is 
— relationships.  

It doesn’t matter if it’s V-Day 
with your girlfriend or Mother’s 
Day with your mama.  

Relationships are relation-
ships, and internet hook-ups 
aside, I think we’ve got it pretty 
good.  

Billy Collins is junior religion 
and journalism major from San 
Antonio.

platonic relationships ease pain of Valentine’s Day fallout

The Feb. 14 story “Sen. Obama 
to set up Waco campaign office” 
lists the Burnt Orange Report as 
a popular student web log. The 
blog is not run by students.

Correction

point 
of view

by billy collins
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Come take a
FREE Practice LSAT

and find out!
Saturday, Feb 16th

9am-12:30pm
The Princeton Review Office

Franklin Plaza

To Register or for More Information:

800-2Review | www.PrincetonReview.com

Are you ready to
take the LSAT?
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SECURITY 
SELF STORAGE

Waco’s Newest And Finest 
Full Storage Facility

24 Hr. Access Gate Coded 
       to Individual Door Alarms
On Site Manager
Best Neighborhood
Camera Surveillance
Climate Controlled Available
Insulated Ceilings On All 
       Units To Modify, Heat & Cold
No Deposit

420-2323
8811 Van American Drive

Hewitt Drive
Woodway Hewitt

N

$10.00 OFF OFF00$20.
Not valid with any other offer

No expiration10x10’ or less Any larger size

Offer expires May 31, 2008

Offer expires May 31, 2008

SATURDAY - 5:00 P.M. SUNDAY - 12:30 P.M.THE MIST (R)
12:50 3:40 7:00 9:40

VEGGIE TALES (G)
12:30 5:00 7:10

WELCOME HOME 
ROSCO JENKINS (PG13)
12:50 4:55 7:40 10:15

AWAKE (R) 
2:50 9:30

THE BUCKET LIST 
(PG-13) 12:55 3:05 5:20 
7:35 9:50

P.S. I LOVE YOU (PG-13)
12:55 3:45 7:05 9:45

27 DRESSES (PG-13)
1:05 4:10 7:15 10:00

ENCHANTED  (PG)  12:45  3:05  5:20  7:30  9:55 

THE EYE (PG-13) 12:30 
3:00 5:20 7:50  10:05

ALVIN AND THE
CHIPMUNKS (PG)
12:20 2:35 4:45 7:05 9:20

GAME PLAN (PG)
12:35 3:00 5:15 7:25 9:50

NATIONAL TREASURE: 
BOOK OF SECRETS
(PG) 1:25 7:00

RAMBO (R) 4:15 9:50

THE WATERHORSE (PG) 
12:40 2:55 5:10 7:20 9:35

THERE WILL BE BLOOD 
(R) 12:45 6:50

UNTRACEABLE
(R) 6:15

ATONEMENT  (R)
4:05 10:15

*STEP UP 2 (PG-13)
12:25 2:45 5:10 7:25 9:40

MEET THE SPARTANS 
(PG-13) 12:30 2:25 4:35 
7:10 9:25

*JUMPER (PG-13)
12:20 1:20 2:35 4:00 5:00 
6:20 7:15 8:30 9:30

THE SPIDERWICK 
CHRONICLES (PG-13)
12:15 1:10 2:40 3:30 5:05  
6:30 7:30 9:00 9:45

FOOL’S GOLD (PG-13)
12:15 1:15 2:45 3:45 5:15  
7:45 8:45 10:10

DEFINITELY, MAYBE 
(PG-13)
12:40 4:05 7:10 9:55

Groups 
help with 
hunger 
relief

By Erika Pedroza
Reporter

As students complain about 
the amount of money spent on 
the food served at the cafeterias, 
ponder these facts provided by 
the United Nations Develop-
ment Program on the Bread for 
the World Web site: Half the 
global population lives on less 
than $2 a day.

About 35.5 million people, 
12.6 million of those children, 
live in households that experi-
ence hunger or the risk of hun-
ger. 

In an effort to alleviate this 
problem, the Baylor Center for 
Family and Community Minis-
tries has joined Waco’s World 
Hunger Relief, Inc., Carita’s (a 
local food bank), the McLennan 
County Hunger Coalition Advo-
cacy and the Texas chapter of 
Bread for the World to organize 
a local Offering of Letters Work-
shop  Saturday at Austin Avenue 
United Methodist Church.

The workshops gather inter-
ested advocates to write letters 
of petition to Congress, lobby-
ing for hunger relief.

“This workshop and the work 
of Bread for the World provide 
our churches with an important 
opportunity for faithful disci-
pleship,” said Dr. Jon Singletary, 
director for Family and Com-
munity Ministries and assistant 
professor in the School of Social 
Work.

Singletary, who will help lead 
this year’s efforts, has participat-
ed in hunger alleviation lobby-
ing for about five years. 

“Christ calls us to respond to 
the needs of our world,” he said. 
“Sometimes, this means acts 
of service and charity. It also 
means acts of justice. To live out 
God’s call to justice, we have to 
hold our leaders accountable to 
our global commitments.”

San Antonio graduate student 
Kelly Baker said she takes part 
in the program because she is 
moved by the beliefs promoted 
by Bread for the World. 

“I strongly believe in its mis-
sion and core values and see 
the ways in which members 
are not only working for justice 
collectively, but helping to cre-
ate change individually,” Baker 
said. 

According to the Bread of the 
World Web site, the expense to 
alleviate world hunger is less 
than what pet owners annually 
spend on animal food. 

The United Nations Devel-
opment Program estimates that 
the basic needs of the world’s 
poorest people could be met for 
an additional $13 billion a year. 
Americans spend $16.1 billion a 
year on pet food. 

“The United States has yet 
to fulfill our promises to the 
world’s poorest people,” said 
Seth Wispelwey, regional orga-
nizer of Bread for the World. 
“Our commitments include 
increasing development aid, 
reducing subsidies that foster 
market inequities, and reliev-
ing foreign debt. The president 
and Congress have made great 
strides, but there is more to do.”

Appointment vexes senate
By Sommer Ingram
Staff Writer

Constitutional technicalities 
were at the forefront of Student 
Senate’s debate at Thursday 
night’s meeting. 

Five candidates were up for 
confirmation for vacant posi-
tions in student government, 
one of which was the position 
of assistant court clerk for the 
Supreme Court. San Antonio 
freshman Mandy Gonzalez was 
not confirmed for the position 
as an indirect result of ambigu-
ity in the Student Government 
Constitution.

Although the constitution 
only provides specific guide-
lines for the court clerk, not the 
assistant, it does state that a can-

didate for student government 
must maintain a 2.5 GPA, which 
Gonzalez had, as well as have 
attended Baylor for two semes-
ters. However, since the consti-
tution doesn’t refer specifically 
to the assistant court clerk, con-
fusion arose among the Senate. 

“I put Mandy up for nomi-
nation because I thought she 
was well qualified and legally 
permissible to be appointed to 
the job,” student body president 
Travis Plummer said.

Gonzalez attended summer 
school before the fall semester 
began, but another point of con-
tention quickly became wheth-
er or not that session counted 
as one of the two semesters 
required to be appointed to a 
student government position. 

In the absence of constitutional 
guidelines on this issue as well, 
the senators were left to inter-
pret it, and were concerned that 
she wasn’t legally qualified. 

“The decision had nothing 
to do with Mandy’s character,” 
external vice president Bryan 
Fonville said. “It was strictly a 
procedural issue.”

Gonzalez said she was disap-
pointed, but understood both 
sides of the argument.

“I think I possess a high 
level of maturity, and I believe I 
have the potential to fulfill this 
duty,” she said. “I could really be 
a voice for the freshman class. 
But if something you really want 
doesn’t happen, it just means it 
wasn’t in God’s will for you at 
that moment.”

Men’s tennis to travel to national indoor championship

Variety show to spread culture, raise funds for missions
By Heather Fogt
Reporter

Cultures will collide at 7 p.m. 
Saturday at the Bobo Baptist Stu-
dent Center. The Baptist Student 
Ministries’ Variety Show will 
showcase students from all over 
the world in song, dance, fash-
ion and other performances.

The BSM held a similar event 
last year with a coffeehouse 
theme along with music, but 
this year a fashion segment will 
be added. 

Students will wear tradition-
al clothing from countries such 
as Taiwan, Colombia, Ethiopia 
and Nigeria. 

Many students are from the 
region or have served there as 

missionaries.
Carolina Fuentes, a Hous-

ton senior and coordinator for 
the show, said they wanted less 
music and more variety this 
year.

“We wanted to show more of 
the international aspect,” Fuent-
es said.

Ballet Folklorico Ocelotl will 
be presenting traditional Mexi-
can dancing. 

The performance, like the 
fashion segment, is designed to 
add to the variety of the show.

Several students from the 
BSM’s International Ministry 
will be singing and playing 
instruments. 

Proceeds from a silent auction 
and bake sale, along with a sug-

gested $5 donation will go to Go 
Now Missions. Go Now sends 
students from across Texas to 
places around the U.S. and the 
world for short term, summer 
and semester mission trips.

Longview senior Whitney 
Martin will be going on a mis-
sion trip this summer with Go 
Now missions.

“It’s really nice to know that 
there’s people supporting us 
financially and praying for us,” 
Martin said. “It’s neat to see how 
some students who don’t have 
much to give still give to spread 
the Gospel around the world.”

Martin said she wants to get 
the word out so that people can 
be in prayer for the missionar-
ies. 

Many students will be sent to 
dangerous parts of the world.

Fuentes said it is important 
to give to missions because of 
the life experiences you get.

“We want to make the BSM 
effective through hands-on 
experiences,” Fuentes said. “It 
encourages life change.”

Fuentes participated in a Go 
Now mission trip to North Afri-
ca last summer.

The BSM hopes to raise 
$1,000 for Go Now. The Hispan-
ic ministry Tu Segundo Hogar 
will be organizing a silent bake 
auction throughout the night.

The rest of the BSM students 
can also donate items for a gen-
eral silent auction. Local busi-
nesses will donate products to 

be auctioned off as well.
Tiffany Harry, a first-year the-

ology student at George W. Tru-
ett Seminary, serves as a coor-
dinator for the show and grew 
up on the mission field with her 
parents.

“A cool thing about interna-
tional students sending through 
Go Now is that some students 
will be going to home countries 
of the internationals or where 
we’ve grown up,” Harry said.

Taipei, Taiwan sophomore 
Whitney Gillam helped orga-
nize the event to give people the 
opportunity to share the Gos-
pel.

“I don’t think anyone else 
does this type of fundraising on 
campus,” Gillam said.

By Joe Holloway
Reporter

Senior Lars Poerschke upset  
Stanford’s No. 2-ranked Alex 
Clayton in singles Wednesday 
to lead Baylor to a 5-2 win on the 
road over No. 49 Stanford.

Now the Bears travel to Seat-
tle to compete against 16 of the 
nation’s top teams in the Inter-
collegiate Tennis Association 
Men’s National Team Indoor 
Championship.

No. 1 University of Virginia, 
defending champions No. 2 
University of Georgia, and No. 3 
Ohio State University will all be 

there. But if the fourth-ranked 
Bears want a shot at any of these 
teams, they will first have to 
get past No. 13 Oklahoma State 
University at 10 a.m. today.

“It’s going to be a tough first 
round,” Poerschke said. “They 
were a tough competitor last 
year in the Big 12.”

Baylor has the highest ranked 
first round opponent of any of 
the top four teams.

“We have a real tough first 
round with Oklahoma State,” 
head coach Matt Knoll said. “We 
know we’re going to have to be 
ready right from the start.”

Of the past 33 team indoor 

champions, only nine have gone 
on to win the NCAA Champion-
ships. This tournament looks 
to give a good indication of any 
changes the Bears would need 
to make.

“It’s neat to be there with 
all the better teams, play some 
great matches, and come out 
with a great sense of what your 
strengths and weaknesses are,” 
Knoll said.  “I know our guys are 
excited about matching up with 
everybody.”

Junior David Galic expressed 
his enthusiasm for the tourna-
ment as well.

“It’s going to give us a good 

idea of where we are right now,” 
he said. “All the best teams are 
there.”

Poerschke certainly looks 
forward to putting himself to 
the test.

“The national indoors are 
going to be the first highlight of 
the season,” he said. “We’re fac-
ing the top 16 teams in the nation 
so they’re all pretty good.”

He did admit, however, that 
playing in an indoor environ-
ment may prove difficult.

“There are no indoor courts 
here to practice so it’s kind of 
hard since it’s different,” he said. 
“I prefer a nice sunny day out-

side with no wind instead of 
having the roof on top.”

But he also conceded that 
the indoor setting would prob-
ably just level the playing field, 
because of the  wind.

Galic actually looks forward 
to the change of pace.

“Indoor is definitely going to 
help my game,” he said. “I like to 
be aggressive and indoor favors 
aggressive players.”

Other than Baylor and Okla-
homa State, the University of 
Texas is the only other team 
from the Big 12 to travel to Seat-
tle. However, it is unlikely the 
Bears will meet the Longhorns.

Luis Noble/Lariat staff

Kat Reed, the coordinator for greek life at Baylor smiles as she 
recieves flowers Thursday, on Valentine’s Day.

Flower Girl
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Brand New Condos
5 Blocks from Campus!

3 and 4 Bedrooms
From the $180s

• Walk-In Closets
• Private Baths
• Gourmet Kitchen with
 Granite Countertops
• Washer & Dryer
• Extra Parking for Friends & Family
• Security System in each Home
• Wired for Ethernet
• Lusciously Landscaped Courtyard
• Limited Number for Lease

254-836-8500
www.stylecraft-builders.com

Model Home
Open Daily

Conveniently located at 2513 S. 2nd Street near Gurley,

Oxford Park provides the best in single family student living.

For Your Convenience,
Stylecraft Offers In-House Financing!

New brick duplex on Bagby. 4 
BR/2 BA, large interior $279.00.
Phone: 254-749-2067.    
            
North Waco 4 BR/2.5 BA house, 
newly remodeled, $1500; all bills 
pd, incl cable & internet; fenced 
w/ remote entry; 7 min from cam-
pus; 716-2134. 

Rent very LARGE duplex 4 blocks 
from Baylor. 2br/2ba, W/D, 3-5 
students, $325-$210 each. 
1312 Bagby.  817-715-5559, 
817-421-1114

HOUSE FOR LEASE. 3 BR / 2 
BA. Walk to class!  Stove, refrig-
erator, dishwasher, washer/
dryer furnished. $1200/month. 
$1200/security deposit. Call 
754-4834.

Available May 1: 3BR/3Ba House. 
CH/A, Stove, Refrigerator, Wash-
er/Dryer, furnished. $1,050/mo. 
+ $1,050 deposit. 2009 Marie 
St. Call 717-3138

HOUSE FOR LEASE. 5 BR / 2.5 
BA. Convenient to campus. Stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, washer/
dryer furnished. $1300/month. 
$1300/Security Deposit. Call 
754-4834.

Available for next school year 
starting 6/1/08: 4BR/2BA large 
brick duplex apartments. 4-6 
tenants. Also 3BR/1BA house on 
Bagby. Also large brick duplexes 
on South 11th. Days: 315-3827, 
evenings 799-8480.

Four bedroom 4.5 bath house for 
lease located at 1913 S. 16th 
Waco, Texas. Call (254) 744-4091 
for leasing information.

2-bed condo open now. Cobble-
stone II, 1367 S. 11th; $650/
month. Call 214-4933 or 
756-4941.

Available June 1: 4BR/4BA House. 
CH/A, Stove, Refrigerator, Washer/
Dryer, furnished. $1,400/mo. + 
$1,400 deposit. 2005 Marie St. 
Call 717-3138

WALK TO CLASS! Sign before 
2/28/08 and get 1/2 off Summer 
2008 rent! 1 BR units available! 
Cypress Point Apartments, Knotty 
Pine Apartments, and Driftwood 
Apartments. Rent starting at 
$330. Call 754-4834.

2 bedroom in 4-plex. Close to 
campus. 1014 Speight. Hardin 
Apts. Also duplex 1620 S. 10th. 
Call owner 715-0359.

Earn $800-$3200 a month to 
drive brand new cars with ads 
placed on them.  www.AdCar-
Reps.com

HOUSING

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

TO PLACE YOUR AD, CALL (254)710-3407

SMOOTHIES 50% OFF!   
11am - 1pm (Mon-Sat)  
BearBucks accepted !!!  Bay-
lor students 10% off every 
hour of every day. Inta Juice 
of Waco. Next to Academy & 
Gold’s Gym.  772-3330.

CAMP LONGHORN
Inks Lake and Indian Springs

Looking for: Counselors, Nurses, Nursing Assistants, 
Office and Photographers (experience preferred)

We will be interviewing: 
MONDAY, Feb. 18, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

BILL DANIEL STUDENT CENTER — First floor

Want a 
REWARDING 

summer job?

June, July 
or August?

1st term; June 8-June 21
2nd term; June 21-July 12
3rd term; July 12-Aug. 2
4th term; Aug. 2-Aug. 16

2008

Health care causes concern

perimeter.”
Plumley, who combined with 

Leah Rush last year to create an 
imposing deep threat, has hit 
just 10-16 from beyond the arc, 
but can score if left open. 

In the offseason, Plumley 
moved positions from point 
guard to shooting guard. The 
Sooners hadn’t figured out their 
positions when the teams last 
met.

“Moving from the 1 to the 2 
had to be a big adjustment for 

them,” Mulkey said.
On the Lady Bears’ side is a 

home court advantage, with free 
gold shirts for all Baylor fans for 
a “gold-out” event. 

And for Baylor, who is now 
half a game behind Kansas State 
University in Big 12 play, home 
games are essential for winning 
the conference.

“A crowd can play a huge 
role in the game,” she said. “To 
win this league, we’re going 
to have to win every game on 
our schedule. What’s the likeli-
hood of that? Kansas State has 
a much easier road.”

Texas escaped the last game 
between these two on Feb. 1 
in Austin with an 80-72 win. It 
extended Rick Barnes’ unblem-
ished record against Baylor 
and allowed Texas to lord its 
21-game winning streak over 
the Bears for at least another 
two weeks. 

Kevin Rogers said he wasn’t 
aware of the extent of the streak 
but expressed incredulity at the 
prospect of it being much of a 
factor for the Bears.

“We don’t pay attention 
to streaks at all,” Rogers said. 
“Like my man (Curtis Jerrells) 
said awhile back, you guys 
know everything. We just come 
in and worry about things we 
need to take care of.”

Dallas junior Rachael Cham-
bers is registered in Waco and 
said she appreciates the oppor-
tunity to vote early. 

“I’m excited to show my 
political support in this uncer-
tain race,” Chambers said. “I’m 
going to vote early because I 
have a busy schedule. I don’t 
want to put it off and then on 
March 4 not have time to vote.” 

Students who are going 
home between now and March 
4 can also check with their 
county’s election office for early 
voting dates.

In order to vote, a proof of 
registration certificate must be 
presented. If the voter doesn’t 
have a certificate, showing a 
signed affidavit along with 

another form of identification, 
such as a driver’s license, is 
acceptable. 

Some students welcome the 
idea of voting from their home 
county. 

“I don’t want to deal with an 
absentee ballot,” Plano junior 
Stephen Cook said. “I might 
try and go home after class if 
the polls are open late enough, 
since I only live two hours 
away.

“This is the first time in a 
while when every vote counts 
in Texas, and I’m going to be a 
part of it,” Cook said. 

There are 228 delegates up 
for grabs for the Democratic 
Party in Texas and are awarded 
proportionately. For the Repub-
lican Party, 140 delegates are at 
stake and are awarded by the 
winner-take-all method.   

“Barack Obama’s plan does 
more to cut health care costs 
for the average American fam-
ily than any other plan,” Obama 
campaign spokeswoman Gannet 
Tseggai said.    

Fellow democrat Sen. Hillary 
Clinton proposes a universal 
health care program that would 
require all Americans to have 
health care coverage.  

According to Clinton’s Web 
site, her plan to reform the health 
care system and to make it acces-
sible for everyone consists of 
having new insurance coverage 
choices and lower premiums. 
Under Clinton’s plan no one 
would be denied coverage due 
to pre-existing conditions. To 
ensure that health care is afford-
able, Clinton would provide tax 
relief for working families.  

On the Republican end, Sen. 
John McCain opposes universal 
health coverage. He believes in 
personal responsibility on the 
issue of health care. 

“Families should be in charge 
of their health care dollars and 
have more control over their 
care,” according to the McCain’s 
official campaign Web site. His 
plan allows individuals to choose 
from any provider they want.

McCain’s plan would provide 
individuals with a larger role in 
determining their health care 
options while also promoting 
competition among insurance 

companies.  
All individuals would be pro-

vided with a $2,500 tax credit to 
“increase incentives for insurance 
coverage. Individuals owning 
innovative multi-year policies that 
cost less than the full credit can 
deposit remainder in expanded 
health savings accounts,” accord-
ing to his Web site. 

Former Ark. Gov. and Repub-
lican presidential candidate Mike 
Huckabee also opposes mandat-
ed universal health care.

On his campaign Web site, 
Huckabee says the country 
doesn’t “need all the government 
controls that would inevitably 
come with universal health care.” 

Huckabee advocates a “com-
plete overhaul” of the current 
health care system. He wants to 
shift health care responsibility 
from employers to individuals.

“Our employer-based system 
has outlived its usefulness, but 
the answer is a consumer-based 
system, not socialized medicine,” 
according to his Web site.

Republican candidate Ron 
Paul also opposes universal 
health care.

“The federal government will 
not suddenly become efficient 
managers if universal health care 
is instituted. Government health 
care only means long waiting 
periods, lack of choice, poor qual-
ity, and frustration,” Paul said on 
his campaign Web site.

Paul plans to transform the 
health care system by making all 
medical expenses tax deductible.  

He wants to implement a Health 
Savings Account plan that every 
American would be eligible for.

Though the candidates differ 
in their view of how the Ameri-
can health care system should be 
handled, they are consistent in 
promoting change.

“Americans spend more of our 
GDP than do Europeans gener-
ally and our health care system 
does not provide good care for 
many Americans,” said Dr. Gayle 
Avant, associate professor of 
political science. 

Avant said he believes that if 
the problems of our health care 
system do not get resolved, there 
will be repercussions.

“We will continue to have a 
higher infant mortality rate than 
many less wealthy countries, and 
we will continue to have poor 
care for many of our citizens, 
mainly the poor,” he said.

Avant said he views health 
care as both an individual and a 
shared responsibility.

“All Americans acknowledge 
some level of responsibility by 
government for public health,” 
he said. “If the democrats win 
the presidential election and 
continue control in the House 
and Senate, implementation of a 
reform health care system is more 
likely.”

Judy Bowman, senior lecturer 
in economics, said rising health 
care costs make the U.S. econo-
my less competitive than other 
countries.

“One of the big reasons Ford 

and General Motors have a prob-
lem competing with Toyota is 
because of our health care cost,” 
Bowman said.

Car industries often pay a 
large share of the health care cost 
for their workers and retirees, 
Bowman said.

“In Japan, health care, most of 
it or all of it, are paid by the public 
sector,” she said.  

Without having to pay for 
their employees’ health insur-
ance, companies like Toyota are 
able to offer their product to con-
sumers at a lower price than U.S. 
products, Bowman said.

If American industries are 
not able to compete with for-
eign industries, then “they will 
shrink,” she said.

Bowman said she is in favor of 
either Clinton or Obama’s health 
care proposals. She said McCain’s 
medical savings account “might 
help some people, but it’s not suf-
ficient for really major diseases. 
People still need some catastroph-
ic insurance coverage even if they 
had medical savings account.” 

Though she said she believes 
health care to be a shared respon-
sibility, Bowman also acknowl-
edged that there may be some 
drawbacks to a universal health 
care program.

“If it’s done poorly, for exam-
ple not being adequately funded 
or not having incentives for effi-
ciency, then it could lead to short-
ages to certain types of medical 
care and could lower quality of 
care,” she said.  

Godspeed by Ben Humeniuk
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ditional bottling and shipping 
function to more modernized 
production.

“The enterprises used to be 
a bottling facility,” Connell said. 
“The people who ran the trucks 

would normally take orders from 
grocery stores and restaurants.”

As online purchasing becomes 
more popular, the company is 
looking to align with consumer 
buying trends.

“The company is trying to 
move into a call center cen-
tralized format,” Connell said. 

“Instead of traditional person to 
person selling, they are opening 
up options of online purchas-
ing. This will free up time as well 
as expand and modernize their 
market.” 

The company will still main-
tain delivery as their primary 
mode of distribution.

“Each trucker with the com-
pany will be able to continue 
their delivery and sales market 
distributions,” Connell said. 
“The online aspect will change 
operations for the better.”

Connell said that the next 
phase between the company and 
the city will be to follow up with 

construction plans.
“Our role in the project will be 

to continue to monitor the com-
pany,” Connell said. “ We will 
also be assisting them in their 
initial business retention rates.”

The company’s 94 employees 
have been working out of a tem-
porary distribution center since 

the destruction of the old site. 
Waco Coca-Cola Enterprises is a 
division of Coca-Cola Headquar-
ters based in Atlanta, Georgia. 

The company manufactures 
soft drinks, fruit drinks and 
sports drinks, and accounts for 
part of Waco’s largest market in 
food and beverages. 

COKE from page 1
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