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Blair’s Cove Apartments

1&2 Bedrooms • Sparkling Pool • Basketball & Tennis Courts
Free Outside Storage & Patio • Controlled Access Gates
Pets Welcome • On-Site Management & Maintenance

Walk-in Closets • 2 Laundry Facilities

Affordable Luxury Living

Professionally managed by Monarch
Properties--Dallas, TX

2425 S. 21st Street
Waco, Texas  76706

www.BlairsCove.com • BlairsCove@kamcoProperty.com

(254)756-5855

FURNISHED UNITS AVAILABLE • WATER PAID • COURTESY PATROL • SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

OFFERING DISCOUNTS TO BAYLOR EMPLOYEES!
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STARTING AT

$504

Picking a church not easy for your average Bear

Group 
allotted
$800

Student Senate funds 
Beta Chi Theta 

fundraiser event

 By Anita Pere
Staff writer

At Thursday’s meeting, Stu-
dent Senate officials discussed 
the allocation of student life 
funds to Beta Chi Theta frater-
nity’s Gridiron Games charity 
fundraiser. 

In the first allocation of the 
year, the government voted to 
provide $796 to the fundraiser 
instead of the requested $1,358.  

Some Senate members said 
they believed the fraternity 
asked for too much money for 
an event that may not raise more 
than a couple hundred dollars. 
Kansas City, Kan., senior Thom-
as Herndon, president pro-tem-
pore, had mixed feelings on the 
government’s decision.

“I’m glad the bill still passed 
and I believe (Beta Chi Theta) 
will do their best with the mon-
ey given, but I’m concerned as 
to the cooling effect this may 
have on groups coming to us in 
the future,” Herndon said. 

Some of the concern grew 
from the finance committee’s 
understanding that the fund-
raiser’s T-shirts would be free.

 In fact the T-shirts will only 
be given away to paying partici-
pants and other students would 
be required to purchase shirts.  

The Gridiron Games will be 
a video-game challenge fund-
raiser to support the American 
Cancer Society and the Ronald 
McDonald House. Participants 
will play on Play Station 2 games 
to win the grand prize of a Play 
Station 3. 

New freshman, sophomore 
and junior class senators took 
the government oath promis-
ing “to uphold the constitution 
of the Baylor University student 
body, so help me God.” 

Records 
may break 
Saturday

Bears look to improve 
against TCU

By Brian Bateman
Sports writer

Last weekend’s victory 
over Rice forced Baylor’s re-
cord-keepers to learn how to 
spell Szymanski.

But the one name that 
didn’t appear was Whitaker.

Brandon Whitaker, the 
Baylor “F”-back, is just six 
receptions short of tying the 
school record for career re-
ceptions by a non-receiver. 

The Bears will look to get 
him that record as Baylor 
(1-1) hosts Texas State Uni-
versity (1-1) 6 p.m., Saturday, 
at Floyd Casey Stadium.

But head Coach Guy Mor-
riss doesn’t want his team 
gloating. 

“Records will come if you 
are executing the way you 
need to execute,” Morriss 
said. “We don’t want to cel-
ebrate too long. I know there 
are some mistakes that have 
to be fixed.”

And even though the Bob-
cats are in a lower division, 
recent history has proven 
that teams in the Football 
Championship Subdivision, 
formerly I-AA, cannot be tak-
en lightly.

“Anytime you step on the 
field you can’t look over or 
past anybody,” linebacker Joe 
Pawelek said. “Play what your 
coaches say, play it hard and 
everything will work out.”

Texas State nearly defeat-
ed Texas A&M University in 
College Station in 2005, los-
ing the shootout 44-31. 

And earlier this season, 
the No. 5 University of Mich-
igan Wolverines lost to Ap-
palachian State University 
34-32. 

And if Baylor has any 
chance for a bowl game, head 
coach Guy Morriss knows 
there can’t be any mistakes.

“We have to keep improv-
ing and I certainly don’t want 
to end up in a situation like 
we did in 2004, or a situation 
Michigan had to go through,” 
Morriss said Tuesday. “If you 
called Appalachian State, 
they’d say it wasn’t a surprise 
to them.”

That 2004 situation was a 
last-second victory over the 
Bobcats. 

Baylor raced out to a 21-3 
halftime lead thanks in part 
to linebacker Justin Crooks’ 
9-yard fumble return. 

David Poe/Lariat staff

Albuquerque, N.M. senior Ryan Chilson, “DJChil,” mixed music Thursday night at the Delta Delta Delta crush at Bear Park.

Just ‘Chil’lin’

Tsunami kills at least 10 people in Indonesia
By Anthony Deutsch
The Associated Press

PADANG, Indonesia — 
The ground shook so hard 
Yulinar had to grab a table 
to steady herself. Minutes 
later, she heard a warning 
crackling over the speak-
ers of the neighborhood 
mosque — a tsunami could 
crash into her fishing vil-
lage on Indonesia’s Sumatra 
island at any minute.

But despite the inten-

sity of the shallow under-
sea earthquake, no waves 
lashed the beach and the 
family shack was undam-
aged. 

A quirk of nature sent 
the full force of the tsuna-
mi out to sea, preventing a 
repeat of the 2004 Indian 
Ocean disaster that killed 
more than 230,000 people 
— most of them on Suma-
tra.

“We heard the mayor’s 
voice and then ran up a 
hill,” said Yulinar, a mother 

of five, of the 8.4-magnitude 
quake that shook Indonesia 
on Wednesday. “It was very 
bad. I was so scared a tsu-
nami was coming.”

A series of powerful 
earthquakes and after-
shocks followed over a 
24-hour period Wednes-
day and Thursday, damag-
ing hundreds of homes, 
mosques and schools, and 
unleashing a 10-foot-high 
tsunami. At least 10 people 
were killed.

But the huge mass of wa-

ter spawned by the initial 
8.4-magnitude quake was 
pushed to sea rather than 
land, said Mike Turnbull, 
a seismologist at Australia’s 
Central Queensland Uni-
versity.

“It could have quite 
easily have been the oth-
er way,” he said, noting 
that pressure between the 
shifting Australian Indian 
and Asian plates has been 
building up over hundreds 
of thousands of years and 
was ready to explode.

Baylor center to undergo internal audit
By Shannon Daily
Reporter

Once again New York 
State Attorney General An-
drew Cuomo is handing out 
subpoenas to universities 
for receiving kickbacks from 
third-party providers. This is 
causing a nationwide review 
of collegiate finances in a va-
riety of areas. 

Third-party providers per-
form different types of ser-
vices for universities, such as 
setting up study abroad pro-
grams, and in return, receive 
payment from the university. 
This isn’t always illegal, but 
subpoenas are issued when 

the organization provides 
kickbacks to the universities 
in exchange for the univer-
sity steering students toward 
their programs.

“The last issue that af-
fected the university was the 
problem with the student 
loan providers,” Juan Ale-
jandro, director of Internal 
Audit and Management Anal-
ysis, said.

In April, instances of uni-
versities illegally profiting off 
student loan choices were 
exposed. Baylor officials re-
ceived harsh criticism for 
their relationship with Edu-
cation Finance Partners, a 
student loan provider known 

for its kickbacks. However, 
the situation was quickly 
dealt with, and the revenue-
sharing agreement was re-
versed, returning $4,207.48 
to Baylor students who the 
university had profited off 
of, according to the “Baylor 
Statement About Education 
Finance Partners” issued 
April 13. 

This time Cuomo is after 
athletic and study-abroad 
programs. As of late August, 
40 athletic departments and 
five study-abroad programs 
at different universities had 
received subpoenas, accord-
ing to The New York Times 
and USA Today.

Baylor officials are taking 
this all in stride. 

At the request of Michael 
Morrison, director of the 
Center for International Edu-
cation and Jo Murphy Chair, 
some time over the course of 
the next year the center will 
be undergoing an internal 
audit. 

“Anywhere large amounts 
of cash comes in, you have to 
be careful,” Morrison said. 

However, Morrison doesn’t 
believe there’s any reason to 
think the problems occur-
ring at other universities are 
happening at Baylor. 

Associated Press

An Indonesian man leans Thursday on his house, 
damaged by a strong earthquake in Lais, Bengkulu, 
Sumatra island, Indonesia. 

But the second half mo-
mentum flipped away from 
the Bears. Texas State’s back-
up quarterback Chase Was-
son brought the Bobcats 
within four points of the 
Bears at the end of the third. 

Baylor gave up two quick 
scores in the third quarter, 
including a 73-yard touch-
down reception.

After a late Baylor field 
goal, Wasson drove into 
Baylor territory with 1:33 re-
maining. With the Bobcats 
moving down the field at 
will, Baylor linebacker Justin 
Crooks made his second big 
play of the game, freeing the 
ball from Wasson’s hands, 
enabling teammate Maurice 
Linguist to collect it. Ter-
rance Parks then ran out the 
clock, giving the Bears a 24-
17 victory.

“We still have ten more 
games on our schedule and 
for us to be competitive we 
have to keep on improving,” 
Pawelek said.

And Baylor’s defense will 
need to improve against an 
offense that has tallied 932 
yards in just two games.

“They have a very solid 
football team, a couple years 
ago they played us and we 
had to play hard to win,” 
defensive coordinator Larry 
Hoefer said.

Quarterback Bradley 
George and halfback Stan 
Zwinggi compose the back-
field, which functions mainly 
on the option. 

Zwinggi already has five 

rushing touchdowns, while 
George has passed for 401 
yards. And head Coach Brad 
Wright isn’t afraid to add 
trick plays into the offense. 

Last week, wide receiver 
Morris Crosby threw a 52-
yard touchdown pass, the 
second trick play of the 
night.

Baylor’s offense, which 
showed signs of progression 
last Saturday, will have to do 
without wide receiver Mikail 
Baker. 

Baker joins left offensive 
tackle Jason Smith on the in-
jury list. Neither is expected 
to return before conference 
play.

“We lost Mikail Baker for 
about 4 weeks with a broken 
collar bone,” Morriss said. “It 
was on a kickoff return, and 
it looked like the tackle just 
drove him into the ground on 
his right side.”

But offensive coordinator 
Lee Hays thinks depth at the 
position will make up for the 
loss.

“We’re two deep overall, 
three deep at some spots,” he 
said. “But we’ve got to keep 
improving.”

Game Notes

 Baylor is 6-0 against the 
Bobcats — former Texas State 
head Coach David Bailiff 
is currently the Rice head 
coach.

Place kicker Andrew Ireland 
was the Baylor kickoff special-
ist for two games in 2005… The 
Bobcats are -5 in turnover mar-
gin while the Bears are -2.

By Jackie Hyland
Reporter 

Turning off the alarm early 
Sunday morning and asking 
yourself where you should go to 
church today? isn’t just a ques-
tion for freshmen. Upperclass-
men are partaking in the weekly 
event of “church hopping” just 
as much as freshmen are.  

“As a freshman I just went 
to churches where I could get 
rides,” The Woodlands junior 
Kayla Ritter said. “Then when I 
got a car I started trying places I 
wanted to go to.” 

Ritter said her experience in 
the beginning was dictated by 
her circumstances of not hav-
ing a car, but she said she also 

believes she has matured and 
grown and so has her deci-
sions about where she goes to 
church. 

“I think your junior year you 
are in the groove and you start 
to know who you are, so people 
change churches from some-
thing they had at home to some-
thing they want,” Ritter said. 

She said she finds herself be-
ing involved in different aspects 
of different churches and is still 
trying to figure out her role in 
the church. 

Dallas senior Clay Sollers 
said he hasn’t exactly found a 
“church home” in all his time 
spent at Baylor. He has spent sig-
nificant amount of time at three 
different churches throughout 

his four years. 
Sollers said he believes the 

changes in where he went to 
church are due to personal 
changes between his freshman 
and junior years. 

“I went to one church for 
awhile because it was more 
about my friends who went 
there, then I went to another be-
cause I really felt challenged by 
the teaching, and then I made 
the last switch because I really 
enjoyed the community and 
real-life application of the ser-
mons,” Sollers said. 

Sollers said he believes fre-
quently changing churches isn’t 
ideal, but he was grateful for the 
time he spent at each church. 
Sollers said they each were a 

good fit for the “drastic chang-
es” he made between freshman 
and senior year. 

Rockwall junior Matt Yar-
brough  said he believes stu-
dents are changing so much 
they are unsure of who they are 
or what they believe, and that 
makes it difficult to find a place 
to go to consistently. 

“I’ve been all over,” Yar-
brough said. “I really haven’t 
found a place where I can serve 
or connect.” 

University Ministries has 
many resources for students in 
search of a church. They have a 
Web site with a directory o fall 
of  the churches in Waco and 
a pamphlet titled “7 Steps To 
Choosing a Church.” 

Amanda Horton, office man-
ager of University Ministries, 
said they also have a network of 
church people they know in the 
Waco community, so if a student 
is seeking advice they can direct 
the student to specific people 
to talk to in a partiular church 
community. 

Ben Dudley, community pas-
tor at University Baptist Church, 
said it’s better for students to try 
and stay at one church. 

“Just think about our culture 
and the divorce rate,” Dudley 
said. “People have a hard time 
with commitment, and if you 
encourage people to try a lot 
of different places, as soon as 
something wrong comes up 
they will probably leave.” 

Dudley also said he believes 
we need to get rid of the “con-
sumer mindset” when looking 
for a church. “I think if people 
approached it differently and 
thought, ‘what can I bring to this 
community?’ they would have 
an easier time getting involved 
in a church,” Dudley said. 

Likewise, Drew Steadman 
college administrator at Antioch 
Community Church, said he be-
lieves there is value in faithful-
ness to a church. 	

“You are never going to find a 
perfect church,” Steadman said. 
“But you will find an amazing 
church.” 

Please see GAME, page 4

Please see AUDIT, page 4

Please see CHRUCH, page 4
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  ACROSS 
 1 Army non-com
 4 Put forth
 9 Way past fat
 14 Fauna display
 15 Intended
 16 Outspoken
 17 SFPD alert
 18 Skirt responsibility
 20 Paraphrase
 22 Military landing field
 23 Baseball's first Hall-of-

Famer
 25 Buddy
 26 Crawled
 28 Anti-poverty agcy.
 30 Majestic
 34 Crooner Julius
 36 LSAT, e.g.
 38 Noun-to-verb suffix
 39 Elec. meas.
 40 Copy cats?
 42 NYC theater
 43 Nigerian group
 44 Boondocks assent to a 

lady
 45 Rustic abodes
 47 Saying
 49 Sine __ non
 51 Prague person

 52 Pt. of speech
 54 Kitchen gadget
 56 J.P. Morgan company
 60 Orchestra section
 63 "Cheers" co-star
 65 Utmost degree
 66 French capital in an 

old song
 67 Puzo or Cuomo
 68 Yucatan year
 69 Piece of broken 

pottery
 70 "Barnaby Jones" star
 71 Bit of butter

  DOWN 
 1 Old ruler
 2 Vicar of Christ
 3 Underwater trapping 

device
 4 Collisions
 5 Old Pac. pact
 6 Japanese port
 7 Young followers?
 8 Singer James
 9 Pitching style
 10 Mishandle, as a 

grounder
 11 S. Amer. nation
 12 Anatomical pouches

 13 Actress Sommer
 19 Cool or groovy
 21 Clerical errors
 24 Stein
 26 Allegation
 27 Stallone role
 29 Tic-tac-toe loser
 31 Crisp cookie
 32 Tenochtitlan resident
 33 Pet-shop buy
 35 Logger's tool
 37 Rose of Guns N' 

Roses
 41 Atty. trailer
 42 Timber trimmers
 44 Sang in the Alps
 46 Stop-sign shape
 48 Addison-Steele 

periodical
 50 Shady retreats
 53 Victory gesture
 55 Golfer Palmer
 56 Mail dept.
 57 Old ruler
 58 Evening in Pisa
 59 Old __, CT
 61 Sicilian volcano
 62 Word after 18A, 63A, 

3D, 24D and 31D
 64 Science milieu

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

BU opens 
old wounds 
with Marks

Mark Twain once said the pure and 
simple truth is rarely pure and never 
simple. Sometimes in institutions of 
higher education, it’s easy to see what 
Twain was talking about. Case in 
point: Baylor’s most recent conflict. 

The problem began when Dr. Rob-
ert Marks, distinguished professor of 
computer and electrical engineering, 
posted research relating to intelligent 
design on his personal Web site host-
ed by Baylor’s server. 

Marks had no disclaimer on his site 
disassociating the research from that 
conducted under Baylor approval, so 
university officials shut down the site 
and then met with Marks to discuss 
the terms under which the site would 
go back up. 

It still hasn’t gone back up, and 
conspiracy theories are flying about 
infringement of academic freedom 
and administrative hypocrisy. 

It would be nice to get to the bot-
tom of this.

The official line is that Baylor, 
being conscientious about its name, 
is merely protecting itself from being 
seen as endorsing something it hasn’t. 
And if this were clearly the case, that 
would be fine. Baylor has every right 
to disassociate itself from research it 
has no official hand in. 

But the fact that this is intelligent 
design research seems to have some-
thing to do with creating this circus. 
It’s a hot-button academic issue, espe-
cially with Baylor’s history, and for the 
sake of not only the university’s repu-
tation but also its relationship with 
its professors, it would seem prudent 
to settle any conflicts as quickly and 
amiably as possible. 

Unfortunately, it looks like it’s too 
late for that. Marks and his attorney 

have been attempting to reach an 
agreement with Baylor’s general coun-
sel about what will be on the Web 
site when it goes back up on Baylor’s 
server. As long as it is clear that Marks’ 
research is clearly separate from his 
officially recognized research, there 
shouldn’t be any further problem. 

Marks is a distinguished professor 
pursuing research in his field, and he 
deserves not only academic freedom, 
but also the common courtesy of hon-
est and open communication. The 
Baylor administration has only fur-
ther exacerbated the situation by not 
being straightforward about why they 

don’t want to be affiliated with Marks’ 
research in the first place.

Baylor administrators are free to 
regulate their stamp of approval on 
Web sites, but if they plan to do so, 
they should follow this policy across 
the board. 

If not, they at least shouldn’t pre-
tend this whole thing is merely aris-
ing from a technicality. That’s insult-
ing the intelligence of all the parties 
involved and all those who have 
proudly chosen to associate them-
selves with Baylor.

It is unfortunate that Baylor has 
come into the academic spotlight for 

this controversy. It is unfair to pro-
fessors not only in sciences, but also 
in other fields, that their scholarly 
research and teaching accomplish-
ments get overlooked or overshad-
owed time and again by occasional 
drama such as this.

 Marks, no doubt, would have pre-
ferred things to proceed differently, 
but all professors at Baylor feel the 
effects of this as well. 

It is a shame that these disagree-
ments become arenas of administra-
tive politics and cast a misrepresen-
tative light on the academics of the 
university as a whole. 

 The Baylor Lariat welcomes 
reader viewpoints through let-
ters to the editor and guest col-
umns. 

Opinions expressed in the 
Lariat are not necessarily those 
of the Baylor administration, the 
Baylor Board of Regents or the 
Student Publications Board. 

Letters to the editor should  
include the writer’s name, major, 
graduation year, phone number 
and student identification num-
ber. Non-student writers should 
include their address.

Letters that focus on an issue 
affecting students or faculty 
may be considered for a guest 
column at the editor’s discre-
tion. 

All submissions become the 
property of The Baylor Lariat. 
The Lariat reserves the right to 
edit letters for grammar, length, 
libel and style. 

Letters should be e-mailed 
to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu or 
mailed to The Baylor Lariat, One  
Bear Place #97330, Waco, TX 
76798-7330.

Lately I’ve been noticing a 
trend in the entertainment head-
lines: Celebrities gone crazy. 
And they mean it literally. 

It seems like the more fame 
or success celebrities receive, 
the more they lose touch with 
reality. 

There are so many examples 
of uber-celebrities that have fall-
en into this trap that it would be 
impossible to explore them all. 

Many times, you can just men-
tion a name and the first thing 
that probably pops into your 
mind is “crazy” or “insane.” 

Earlier in their careers, these 
celebrities seemed to be com-
pletely normal people with 

just maybe a little extra talent 
or good looks than the average 
Joe. 

Take for example Tom Cruise, 
Britney Spears, Lindsay Lohan, 
Whitney Houston — all crazies. 

Tom Cruise in Top Gun or 
Jerry Maguire had girls swooning 
and critics loving him, but after 
Scientology came along and 
he began jumping on couches 
like a crazed lunatic, opinions 
changed. Lindsay Lohan was 
that cute little freckled-face girl 
who played twins in the 1990s 
remake of The Parent Trap. Oh, 
you forgot about that, huh? 
Maybe it was all the coke and 
car crashes that clouded your 

mind. Britney Spears — I don’t 
even need to go there.

Even some of the most tal-
ented people of our time, after 
reaching the top of their game 
in their respective fields, have 
completely lost touch with real-
ity and gone off the deep end. 

Whitney Houston captivat-
ed audiences with a surpris-

ingly good performance and an 
unmatched vocal talent in The 
Bodyguard. 

But in recent years, all we’ve 
heard from that knock-out voice 
is, “Crack is whack.” 

The same can be said for one 
of my favorite singers of all time, 
Lauryn Hill from the Fugees, 
whose immense critical success 
got the best of her and landed 
her in looneyville. 

It’s so sad to think that all 
this talent has seemingly gone 
to waste, but is it our fault? 
Did we make them this way by 
granting them so much success 
and adoration? Now all we can 
do is sit around and watch the 

train wrecks happen over and 
over again. 

And how can we mention 
train wrecks without mention-
ing the “Kings” Elvis Presley 
and Michael Jackson? 

Were there ever two more 
famous (or perhaps infamous) 
celebrities who were undone by 
their own success? 

Elvis, God rest his soul, burst 
on the scene with an enthusi-
asm, uniqueness and talent that 
the world had never seen and 
declared himself the “King.” 

But he ended his reign 
abruptly (and probably in a 
rhinestone-encrusted jumpsuit) 
on a different kind of throne. 

And where do you even start 
with the “King of Pop,” Michael 
Jackson? 

He was the enormously tal-
ented and adorable youngster 
who led the Jackson 5 to the top 
of the charts and then broke bar-
riers on his own with his inno-
vative style and killer dancing. 

It seems like the success of 
these artists just went to their 
heads — and then exploded. It 
seems like this success essen-
tially caused the loss of their 
minds. 

Maybe the idea of insane suc-
cess really is just that.

Amanda Robison is a senior 
journalism major from Waco.

Side order of crazy comes with role of superstardom

Opinion policyEditorial

The Baylor Lariat is commit-
ted to ensuring fair and accu-
rate reporting and will correct 
errors of substance on Page 2. 

Corrections can be submit-
ted to the editor by sending an 
e-mail to Lariat_letters@bay-
lor.edu or by calling 254-710-
4099.

Corrections policy

point 
of view

by amanda robison

3 #DRAH

6 1
9 7

5 3 4 2
5 6 3

2 3 1 5
4 2 6

4 5 1 9
9 3

7 6

The Baylor Lariat is owned by Baylor University  and over-
seen by the Student Publications Board. 

The entire content of The Baylor Lariat is protected under 
the Federal Copyright Act. Reproduction of any portion of any 
issue by any means, mechanical or otherwise, is not permitted 
without the expressed written consent of Baylor University. 

The Baylor Lariat

Newsroom:                     710-1711
Advertising:                    710-3407
Sports:                           710-6357
Entertainment:               710-7228
Editor:                            710-4099

Lariat@baylor.edu

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3X3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.

For today’s crossword and sudoku answers, 
visit www.baylor.edu/Lariat

Editor in chief                Grace Maalouf*
City editor	                Claire St. Amant*
Opinion editor                    Brad Briggs*
Asst. city editor         	   Ida Jamshidi
Copy desk chief        Rachel Wakefield*
Entertainment editor  Amanda Robison*                            
Editorial cartoonist	        Cody Lee
Sports editor                    Will Parchman
Sports writers                   	    Justin Baer
	                    Brian Bateman
Staff writers                       Kate Boswell
	                  Star De La Cruz
                                     	       Anita Pere
Copy editors             Stephen Jablonski
		     Chris Stone 
Photo editor                            David Poe
Photographers                   Jade Hodges                            
                                     Stephanie Jeter
	                     Laurisa Lopez
Advertising sales          Elizabeth Bayer
	               Ashleigh Schmitz
Delivery                          Ashley Richard
		   Sarah Viesca
Webmaster                     	       Josh Matz            

* denotes member of editorial board

Letters to the editor
Texas’ Religion Act is a sham 

Kudos to Brad Briggs for his 
well-reasoned column on reli-
gious liberty and the separation 
of church and state.

Texas has become a major 
battleground for these issues 
in the past year, and that’s not 
a good thing. While it may help 
to get our great state into the 
constitutional law books more 
often, the people have to suffer.  
The worst part is that it’s the 
students who will be doing the 
suffering.

Legislation like the inappro-
priately-named “Religious View-
points Anti-Discrimination Act” 
is nothing more than a sham 
perpetrated on the public by a 
group of lawyers who make their 
living suing schools for religious 

discrimination. Its purpose isn’t 
to broaden free exercise, but to 
provide more income for these 
attorneys.

Despite the foregoing, how-
ever, Mr. Briggs is an example of 
just how well students can do in 
our educational system. He dis-
played a firm grasp of the his-
tory, sociology and philosophy 
of the United States.

Lane Haygood
Law student

‘Under God’ column on target 
Brad Briggs’ comment on 

politicians’ insertion of “under 
God” into the Texas pledge was 
right on target. And it suggests 
two questions: How on earth 
did Texas manage to make it all 
the way to 2007 without that 

addition to the state pledge? 
And how did our nation manage 
to win two world wars against 
an enemy whose troops wore 
the motto “Gott mit uns” (God 
is with us) on their uniforms if 
Congress did not add “under 
God” to the national pledge 
until after the Korean War? 

Rather than wearing their 
piety, real or pretended, osten-
tatiously on their sleeves, politi-
cians should spend more effort 
dealing with society’s real prob-
lems. Does God really need their 
help?

Edd Doerr
President, Americans 
for Religious Liberty

Ed board uses relativism
When I read through Tues-

day’s editorial “So many nukes, 
so little need,” I was appalled by 
the lack of vision and the cyni-
cal gyroscope that this edito-
rial board views our country 
through.  

Obviously, careless man-
agement of nuclear weapons is 
unacceptable, but I do not agree 
with links made to our foreign 
policies regarding the war on 
terror and the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty. 

The board feels that we dem-
onstrated a “lethal ineptitude” 
when it comes to all issues 
nuclear. I guess they think Bush 
and Cheney put those missiles 
on that plane. Our terrible mis-
take threatened no other sover-
eign nation. It threatened our 
own people.

Our country has a major 

problem that not only relates to 
foreign policy, but also to soci-
etal issues. Our moral compass 
is broken. The needle has fallen 
off and no one is willing to stand 
up and call someone evil or tell 
someone they are wrong. 

Moral relativism is going to 
be the downfall of us all. When 
people call us the boogie man of 
the world and say our country 
is no better than perverse theo-
cratic and despotic regimes, we 
are done for. 

India’s help in building dem-
ocratic institutions was deemed 
critical for a U.S.-India partner-
ship. 

While the editorial board 
has the luxury of looking at 
everything as black and white, 
our government does not. Are 
we using an inevitable event 

to our advantage by forming 
an alliance with one of the up 
and coming superpowers of the 
world? Absolutely.

I ask the board to please 
examine its own moral compass 
to see where the needle points.

Jon Antunes

Publicizing is Lariat’s job
Last week The Lariat ran an 

editorial about how Rep. Chet 
Edwards, D- Texas, had spo-
ken on campus, but there was a 
meager turnout because no one 
knew about it beforehand. 

Wait a minute, isn’t that what 
the Lariat is for? 

The same Lariat that was ridi-
culing the student body’s igno-
rance in this editorial.

Chris Bailey
Mechanical engineering, 2007



By Jessica Reynolds
Reporter

Welcome.
It may not be written in a 

scratchy brown doormat, but 
the recently renovated Sid Rich-
ardson Science Building has 
opened its doors to welcome 
students to the Paul L. Foster 
Success Center.

The success center comprises 
five departments aimed for stu-
dent success both in and out of 
the classroom.

 It houses academic advise-
ment, academic support pro-
grams, the Office of Access and 
Learning Accommodations 
(OALA), career services and 
career counseling. 

Multiple facilities are avail-
able within the building to fit 
students’ needs. 

There are two lobby study 
areas, one with couches, chairs 
and vending machines for a 
relaxed atmosphere and the 
other with tables and chairs for 
more serious studying. 

Also, there are individual 
study rooms available for stu-
dents to utilize, without appoint-
ments, until 3 p.m. 

Kiosks, which will soon hold 
computers for students to use, 
are stationed on the first floor in 
addition to two available com-
puter labs and laptop check-
outs. 

Waco freshman Ethan White 
said he prefers the success cen-
ter to the library for studying.

“You get a lot better reception 

on the wireless here,” White said. 
“It’s usually emptier and quieter, 
too. There are more tables to lay 
out on and plug-ins to hook up 
your computer.”

Tutoring is available for stu-
dents who make appointments 
online or for walk-ins. 

There are 32 undergradu-
ate students who are qualified 
to provide tutoring for over 60 
courses. 

“Most of them are gateway 
courses that feed you into your 
majors, the courses you have to 
do well in order to move forward 
in your major,” said Brandon 

Miller, assistant vice president 
of the success center.

The Office of Access and 
Learning Accommodations, 
which provides classroom and  
testing accommodations, has 
extended its services to the Sid 
Richardson building by provid-
ing specialized computers for 
students with individual needs. 

Some monitors are larger for 
students with visual impair-
ments and other computers pro-
vide audible programs for stu-
dents with hearing or reading 
disabilities. 

There are also test rooms 

with specialized desks that 
allow students in wheelchairs to 
take tests more comfortably.

Southlake sophomore Marc 
Link has used the office’s ser-
vices to accommodate for his 
dyslexia. 

A typical hour-long reading 
assignment takes Link three 
hours to complete because of 
his dyslexia. 

Through the office, Link 
received many of his textbooks 
on CDs and also scheduled 
reading times for the books that 
were not available on CD. 

During the reading times, 

Link meets with a student who 
assists him with reading his 
textbooks.

“It’s very helpful. (they) are 
very caring and they try to do 
whatever they can to meet your 
accommodations so the disabil-
ity doesn’t interfere with learn-
ing,” Link said. 

Career Services is located 
in the opposite wing of the Sid 
Richardson building, but it still 
correlates with the success cen-
ter. 

It aims to get students pre-
pared for the professional world 
through different workshops 
and services. 

Seminars will be offered on 
resume writing, interview skills, 
job search skills, salary negotia-
tion and networking. In addi-
tion, students can bring in their 
resumes to be reviewed and cri-
tiqued.

Another featured service 
is mock interviews, which 
involves professional recruiters 
who come to campus to inter-
view students.

 The interview is treated as 
a real interview for the first 30 
minutes. Afterwards, the inter-
viewer offers the student feed-
back on things he or she did 
well, what he or she should 
improve on and other critiques. 
On occasion, students do well 
enough that they are offered a 
position.

“Don’t count on it happen-
ing, but treat it that way because 
you never know,” career services 
director John Boyd said.
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Free LSAT

Weekend Workshop

September 22nd & 23rd

9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Umphrey Law Center Rm 122

To Enroll: 512.474.8378 | JustinR@Review.com

*LSAT is a registered trademark of the Law School Admission Council (LSAC).
The Princeton Review and The Princeton Review logo are trademarks of The Princeton Review, Inc., which is not affiliated with Princeton University.

p

Attend 2 full days of complete
LSAT Prep including: Games,

Args & Reading Comp!

Childcare needed. P/T church 
nursery. Sunday AM, plus some 
Wed & Sun evenings. Must-
have transportation. Background 
checks required. Woodway Meth-
odist 751-0411. Now hiring!

Earn $800-$3200 a month to 
drive brand new cars with ads 
placed on them. www.AdCarReps.
com

Wanted: Part-time student leas-
ing agent. Must have real es-
tate license.  Call Noel Williams 
at Brothers Management 753-
5355.

Kids & Company has immediate 
openings for after school leaders 
to work in our after school pro-
grams M-F 2:30-6:00. Call 753-
5437.

To place your classified ad, call 
254-710-3407.

EMPLOYMENT

CLASSIFIEDS

MISCELLANEOUS

U.B. Ski’s 20th Annual 
“College Ski & Board Week”   
Breckenridge, Colorado   
www.ubski.com Sales Rep 
Needed! Call 1-800-SKI-WILD

By Christopher Stone
Reporter

If you’re a Baylor student, 
you’ve been through orienta-
tion and you’ve been through 
Welcome Week. You might have 
even gone to Line Camp. 

Now freshmen can go to 
freshman retreat, a personal 
spiritual growth experience 
geared specifically toward new 
students.

“When I was an undergradu-
ate, I came to BSU (Baptist Stu-
dent Union) freshman retreat 
and just met some wonderful 
Christians, and for the first time 
saw students taking their faith 
seriously,” said Clif Mouser, 
Baptist Student Ministries direc-
tor. “It changed my life.”

Developed by University 
Ministries, Baptist Student 
Ministries and New Student 
Programs, freshman retreat is 
designed to connect freshmen 
with one another and give them 

a chance to plug into a church 
community.

“I believe the university does 
a great job with orientation and 
line camps and Welcome Week 
providing an academic orienta-
tion to the Baylor experience,” 
Mouser said. “Freshman retreat 
is hopefully attractive to stu-
dents who would like a specifi-
cally Christian journey during 
the freshman year.”

If you’re a freshman, it’s been 
almost impossible to miss hear-
ing about the retreat. Rebecca 
Kennedy, director for Univer-
sity Ministries and Missions, 
said word of the event has been 
disseminated through resident 
chaplains, hall directors, infor-
mation tables, at Chapel and 
Welcome Week. The event will 
include an opening session and 
two self-selected breakout ses-
sions including topics such as 
“going Greek,” “the dating game,” 
“finding your church,” “spiritual 
leadership” and others. 

Those sessions will be led 

and directed by retreat staff. 
The focus, however, will be 
care groups — upperclassmen-
led small groups.  Amanda 
Horton, University Ministries 
office manager, said 35 students 
will lead care groups, which 
are designed to give students 
a chance to explore their faith 
with peers.

“It will be a great time of spir-
itual enrichment,” Horton said. 
“But also creating new friend-
ships and meeting upperclass-
men who’ve been where you are 
before and aren’t afraid to be 
real about what that experience 
was like for them.”

Dallas sophomore Jaime 
Bates, a care group leader, said 
she wants to show freshmen 
how to continue their Christian 
walk in college. 

 “I just want to be able to 
impact the freshmen and help 
them to transition into college 
and to use my experience last 
year to help make their fresh-
men year better,” Bates said. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., sopho-
more Paige Williams said she 
found out about the retreat 
through her volunteer work at 
University Ministries.

“Our role is to interconnect 
students and help them form 
deep relationships with others 
while starting to love Christ 
through friendships,” Williams 
said. “I think being able to 
lead the freshmen is important 
because the freshmen are going 
to lead the next year. If you affect 
one group, it will trickle down 
to the next group every year.”

Williams said mentoring and 
discipling freshmen is an effec-
tive way to address important 
issues. 

Horton said the retreat will 
encourage students to find a 
Christian community, not to 
push a particular church.

“There are no local churches 
coming to the event to promote 
themselves,” Horton said. “We’re 
not promoting BSM. It’s more 
like promoting spiritual disci-

plines and finding a community 
for yourself, that fits you, not 
just what fits your friends.”

Tiffani Riggers, Graduate 
assistant for University Minis-
tries, said that issue has been 
addressed with care group lead-
ers as well.

The retreat was organized 
after BSM decided to discon-
tinue Breathe, the campus-wide 
revival service that has occurred 
under many names since the 
1940s. Mouser said God led 
BSM in a new direction.

“I think Breathe had lived its 
purpose, and I wanted to shift 
BSM resources to support some-
thing a little more relevant,” 
Mouser said.

As of Wednesday evening, 
about 70 people were registered 
for the event, but Mouser said up 
to 350 people can be accommo-
dated. Registration ends today 
and costs $25. More information 
about the event can be found by 
contacting University Ministries 
or visiting www.baylor.edu/um.

By Kelli Boesel
Reporter

The sixth annual River Jam 
Festival features live music from 
some Central Texas’s up-and-
coming artists in order to ben-
efit the people of Waco. 

The festival will be held Sat-
urday at the Bosque River Stage 
on the McLennan Community 
College campus. Hosted by the 
Music Association of Central 
Texas, the event costs $7 plus 
two canned goods. All pro-

ceeds go to nonprofit organiza-
tions, the largest being Caritas 
of Waco, which serves Waco’s 
emergency assistance needs. 

James Hurst, the co-chair-
man of the River Jam Festival, 
said the gates open at 4 p.m. and 
the first band plays at 5 p.m. 

The bands featured are Glo-
rybound, the Gordon Collier 
Band, Lorna Willhelm, Hour-
glass, Wes Hardin and the 
Country Outlaws and Red Rog-
ers and the Durty Dawgs. 

Hurst said the event is impor-

tant because Waco is a place 
with a lot of need, and Caritas 
provides direct aid to those 
people.

“Baylor is involved with 
Waco, and Waco is involved 
with Baylor,” Hurst said. “We 
need to take care of our less-off 
brothers.”

Baylor students have been 
involved with Caritas before 
by volunteering and donating 
money.

Hurst said the bands that 
perform at the River Jam Festi-

val play for free.
“The bands are making a big 

sacrifice to play for this,” Hurst 
said.

Jimmie Rodgers, the assistant 
executive director at Caritas, is 
a musician and member of the 
Music Association of Central 
Texas. 

“The reason it got started is 
to showcase the local talent and 
local musicians in Waco,” Rod-
gers said.

Kenneth Moerbe, the execu-
tive director of Caritas, said the 

Music Association of Central 
Texas wanted to benefit Caritas 
because musicians in Waco ben-
efit from their services. 

Moerbe said that the associa-
tion brought the idea as a means 
of supporting the organizations 
that have supported their musi-
cians.  

“The purpose of the Music 
Association of Central Texas is 
to preserve live music and be the 
support of music, singers and 
singer-songwriters in the Cen-
tral Texas area,” Moerbe said.

Success Center fosters professional skills
 

BEAR BRIEFS
Panhellenic open house 
will be from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. today in the Stacy Riddle 
Forum. For additional informa-
tion, contact Tam_Dunn@bay-
lor.edu.

Applications for PAWs (Peer 
Advocates for Wellness) are 
now being accepted by the 
Counseling Center. PAWs 
work to raise awareness 
about issues college students 
encounter.  Applications are 
available in the Bill Daniel Stu-
dent Center and the McLane 
Student Life Center and are 
due by 5 p.m. today.

Student tutor applications 
are available in the Student 
Government office in the 
External Vice President’s box.  
Applications are due at 5 p.m. 
today.  For additional informa-
tion, contact Bryan_Fonville@
baylor.edu.

The Baylor Lariat has staff 
position available for staff writ-
ers and a news editor. Appli-
cations are available online at 
www.baylor.edu/lariat.

Study Abroad Photo Contest 
entries are being accepted by 
the International Student and 
Scholar Services office until 5 
p.m. on Sept. 28th. Applicants 
must have participated in a 
Baylor study abroad program.  
Entry forms are available in 
Poage Library Room 204. 
Please send all questions or 
comments to Photo_Contest@
baylor.edu.

Battle of the Bands registra-
tion is due Oct. 1. Students 
interested in registering for 
Kappa Delta’s Battle of the 
Bands may submit a demo to 
Student Activities and com-
plete a registration form.

To submit a bear brief, e-mail 
Lariat@baylor.edu.

Jade Hodges/Lariat staff

Career counselor Aaron Baggett counsels United Kingdom freshman Orhue Odaro. Career Services prepares students 
for the professional world by improving skills such as resume writing, interviewing skills and networking.

Retreat offers freshmen opportunity to explore their faith

River Jam Festival to give proceeds to community

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
AT WORLD’S   (PG-13)
1:30 5:20 9:00

SURF’S UP    (PG)
12:40 3:00 5:15 7:20 9:30

THE NANNY DIARIES  
(PG-13) 12:15 2:40 5:05
7:30 10:00

HAIRSPRAY    (PG)
1:10 7:10

I NOW PRONOUNCE 
YOU CHUCK & LARRY   
(PG-13) 3:45 9:50

1408   (PG-13)
1:00 4:00

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM
(PG-13) 12:40 3:30 7:05
9:45

*BALLS OF FURY
(PG-13) 12:20 2:35 4:55 
7:25 9:35

EVAN ALMIGHTY   (PG) 
12:35 2:45 5:05 7:15 9:25

I KNOW WHO KILLED ME (R) 7:00 9:20

*SHOOT EM UP (R)
12:55 3:05 5:20 7:40 9:50

MR. BEAN’S HOLIDAY  (G)
1:15 3:20 5:30 7:40 9:45

RUSH HOUR 3   (PG-13)
12:40 2:55 5:25 7:30 9:35
*BROTHER’S SOLOMON  
(R)  4:05 9:55

*THE BRAVE ONE   (R)
12:50 4:15 7:00 9:40

*3:10 TO YUMA  (R)
1:00 4:10 7:20 10:00

*DRAGON WARS  (PG-13)
12:45 3:00 5:10 7:35 9:55

BECOMING JANE
(PG-13) 12:30 7:10

THE SIMPSONS  (PG-13)
12:50  3:05 5:25 7:35 9:45

SUPERBAD  (R)
12:35 4:00 7:00 9:30

*MR. WOODCOCK 
(PG-13) 12:25 2:45 5:15 
7:35 9:40

HALLOWEEN  (R)
1:05 2:00 3:35 4:30 6:00
7:15 9:00 10:00

DADDY DAY CAMP  (PG)
12:45 2:55 5:00 7:05 9:50

*KING OF KONG (PG-13)
12:15 2:50 5:00 7:20 9:25

CONTACT US

Editor  710-4099
Newsroom  710-1712
Sports  710-6357
Entertainment 710-7228
Advertising 710-3407
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Blair’s Cove Apartments

1&2 Bedrooms • Sparkling Pool • Basketball & Tennis Courts
Free Outside Storage & Patio • Controlled Access Gates
Pets Welcome • On-Site Management & Maintenance

Walk-in Closets • 2 Laundry Facilities

Affordable Luxury Living

Professionally managed by Monarch
Properties--Dallas, TX

2425 S. 21st Street
Waco, Texas  76706

www.BlairsCove.com • BlairsCove@kamcoProperty.com

(254)756-5855

FURNISHED UNITS AVAILABLE • WATER PAID • COURTESY PATROL • SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

OFFERING DISCOUNTS TO BAYLOR EMPLOYEES!

2 BEDROOM
2 BATH

STARTING AT

$504

But with all of the intrica-
cies of an international budget, 
he said he wants to make sure 
everything is running as effi -
ciently as it should. 

With constant conversions 
between dollars, Euros, pesos 
and pounds, things can get 
complicated.

The audit could also “con-
ceivably save students some 
money somewhere down the 
line,” Morrison said. 

The audit will mainly fo-
cus on compliance testing, or 
making sure that everything is 
working the way it should with 
the agreements in the contracts 

with the third-party providers 
Baylor has employed, Alejandro 
said. 

For example, the audit will 
check, among other things, 
that study abroad directors 
aren’t receiving illegal benefi ts 
from the contract. 

“(Morrison) wanted to make 
sure things were running 
smoothly, and to have an out-
side party come in and look at 
things,” Alejandro said.

The athletic department, 
however, is taking no action at 
the moment. According to ath-
letic director Ian McCaw, while 
Texas Christian University and 
other Texas universities may be 
involved with the lenders under 
investigation, Baylor isn’t. 

But the second half mo-
mentum fl ipped away from 
the Bears. Texas State’s back-
up quarterback Chase Was-
son brought the Bobcats 
within four points of the 
Bears at the end of the third. 

Baylor gave up two quick 
scores in the third quarter, 
including a 73-yard touch-
down reception.

After a late Baylor fi eld 
goal, Wasson drove into 
Baylor territory with 1:33 re-
maining. With the Bobcats 
moving down the fi eld at 
will, Baylor linebacker Justin 
Crooks made his second big 
play of the game, freeing the 
ball from Wasson’s hands, 
enabling teammate Maurice 
Linguist to collect it. Ter-
rance Parks then ran out the 
clock, giving the Bears a 24-
17 victory.

“We still have ten more 
games on our schedule and 
for us to be competitive we 
have to keep on improving,” 
Pawelek said.

And Baylor’s defense will 
need to improve against an 
offense that has tallied 932 
yards in just two games.

“They have a very solid 
football team, a couple years 
ago they played us and we 
had to play hard to win,” 
defensive coordinator Larry 
Hoefer said.

Quarterback Bradley 
George and halfback Stan 
Zwinggi compose the back-
fi eld, which functions mainly 
on the option. 

Zwinggi already has fi ve 

rushing touchdowns, while 
George has passed for 401 
yards. And head Coach Brad 
Wright isn’t afraid to add 
trick plays into the offense. 

Last week, wide receiver 
Morris Crosby threw a 52-
yard touchdown pass, the 
second trick play of the 
night.

Baylor’s offense, which 
showed signs of progression 
last Saturday, will have to do 
without wide receiver Mikail 
Baker. 

Baker joins left offensive 
tackle Jason Smith on the in-
jury list. Neither is expected 
to return before conference 
play.

“We lost Mikail Baker for 
about 4 weeks with a broken 
collar bone,” Morriss said. “It 
was on a kickoff return, and 
it looked like the tackle just 
drove him into the ground on 
his right side.”

But offensive coordinator 
Lee Hays thinks depth at the 
position will make up for the 
loss.

“We’re two deep overall, 
three deep at some spots,” he 
said. “But we’ve got to keep 
improving.”

Game Notes

 Baylor is 6-0 against the 
Bobcats — former Texas State 
head Coach David Bailiff 
is currently the Rice head 
coach.

Place kicker Andrew Ireland 
was the Baylor kickoff special-
ist for two games in 2005… The 
Bobcats are -5 in turnover mar-
gin while the Bears are -2.

Steadman also said that just 
as there isn’t a perfect person, 
but people you can love, so it is 
the same with the church. 

“There’s a lot of value in 
taking time to look around,” 
Steadman said. “But don’t fl oat 
forever.” Steadman emphasized 
the importance of taking the-
decision seriously, seeking ad-

vice from those you respect and 
making sure students have the 
right expectations.  

“As people get older and re-
alize what they want, take what 
others say with a grain of salt 
and form their own opinions,” 
Chicago junior Ray Small said. 

Small has attended multiple 
churches while at Baylor and 
realized that his changes were 
due to “growing up” and tak-
ing a different viewpoint on 
church. 

CHURCH from page 1

AUDIT from page 1

By Garrett Turner
Reporter

The Baylor Women’s Soc-
cer Team heads to California to 
play California State University, 
Northridge Friday and Long 
Beach State University Sunday 
for their “toughest” non-confer-
ence match-ups this season, ac-
cording to head coach George 
Van Linder. 

“Going out to California and 
trying to win two games on the 

road will be a good test for us,” 
Van Linder said.    

The team has already accu-
mulated fi ve wins, just one short 
of their total from last season.

“This year we’re all good 
friends rather than just team-
mates,” Mesquite senior Megan 
Sherrell said.

Not only has the team gotten 
closer, but there have been two 
other key improvements from 
last year. 

Last Friday in a game against 

the University of Jacksonville, 
the Bears fell behind early. 

In the past, the team might 
have lost their composure but 
this year has been different.    

“We were excited our team 
maintained their composure 
even though they were behind 
by an early goal,” Van Linder 
said.  

Baylor came back and beat 
Jacksonville 6-2. 

The score itself is an indica-
tion of another improvement 

from last year.    
“We are really excited about 

the potential of the team.  We 
have tremendous opportunities 
in improving our scoring, which 
is something we haven’t had in 
the past,” Van Linder said.  

According to Van Linder, the 
team is averaging 20-25 shots a 
game, but the problem is they 
are only getting 3 to 4 goals per 
game.  

“When we get into bigger 
games we are going to have less 

opportunities.  We must capi-
talize on the shot to goal ratio,” 
Van Linder said.  

These bigger games are go-
ing to come later in the season 
when the team meets Texas 
A&M University and the Uni-
versity of Texas, which are cur-
rently ranked 5th and 7th in the 
nation respectively. 

Regardless, this challenge 
might not be such a bad thing. 

The diffi cult conference play 
in the Big 12 can only help 

Baylor get ready for the NCAA 
Tournament, Van Linder said.

“Every game is an absolute 
challenge and test.  If we have 
a weakness they will fi nd it and 
exploit it,” Van Linder said.  

The leadership on the team 
comes from two seniors, Rose 
Zapata, central defender from 
Livermore, Calif., and Ashley 
Noah, goalkeeper from Liver-
more, Calif. Van Linder said the 
two are the “bread and butter of 
the team.”

GAME from page 1

By Terence Hunt
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Bush, defending an unpopular 
war, ordered gradual reduc-
tions in U.S. forces in Iraq on 
Thursday night and said, “The 
more successful we are, the 
more American troops can re-
turn home.”

Yet, Bush fi rmly rejected 
calls to end the war, insisting 
that Iraq will still need mili-
tary, economic and political 
support from Washington af-
ter his presidency ends.

Bush said that 5,700 U.S. 
forces would be home by 
Christmas and that four bri-
gades — for a total of at least 
21,500 troops — would return 
by July, along with an undeter-
mined number of support forc-
es. Now at its highest level of 

the war, the U.S. troop strength 
stands at 168,000.

“The principle guiding my 
decisions on troop levels in 
Iraq is: return on success,” the 
president said, trying to sum-
mon the nation’s resolve once 
again to help Iraq “defeat those 
who threaten its future and 
also threaten ours.”

With no dramatic change in 
course, Bush’s decision sets the 
stage for a fi ery political debate 
in Congress and on the 2008 
presidential campaign trail. 
Democrats said Bush’s modest 
approach was unacceptable.

“An endless and unlimited 
military presence in Iraq is 
not an option,” said Sen. Jack 
Reed of Rhode Island, a former 
Army Ranger, who delivered 
the Democratic response.

“Democrats and Repub-
licans in Congress — and 

throughout the nation — can-
not and must not stand idly by 
while our interests through-
out the world are undermined 
and our armed forces are 
stretched toward the breaking 
point,” Reed said. “We intend 
to exercise our constitutional 
duty and profoundly change 
our military’s involvement in 
Iraq.”

The reductions announced 
by Bush represented only a 
slight hastening of the origi-
nally scheduled end of the 
troop increase that Bush an-
nounced in January. When the 
cutbacks are complete, about 
132,000 U.S. forces will be in 
Iraq.

Bush’s speech was the latest 
turning point in a 4½-year-old 
war marred by miscalcula-
tions, surprises and setbacks.

Almost since the fall of 

Baghdad, in April 2003, U.S. 
commanders and administra-
tion offi cials in Washington 
mistakenly believed they were 
on track to winding down U.S. 
involvement and handing off 
to the Iraqis. Instead, the in-
surgency intervened and the 
reality of a country in chaos 
conspired to deepen the U.S. 
commitment.

Bush said Iraqi leaders 
“have asked for an enduring 
relationship with America.

“And we are ready to begin 
building that relationship in 
a way that protects our inter-
ests in the region and requires 
many fewer American troops.”

Bush described the with-
drawals, and the U.S. forces 
still fi ghting in Iraq, as a com-
promise on which war sup-
porters and opponents could 
agree.

Bush announces partial troop drawdown

Associated Press

Anti-war demonstrators gather in Lafayette Park, Thursday across from the White House in Washington, as President Bush addresses the nation. 

Lady Bears to meet tough competition in California
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