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Grass not always greener on organic side

Morgan Blaik, an Edmond, Okla., senior, enjoys a salad with bal-
samic vinaigrette dressing while Fort Worth senior Monique Williams

Melea Burke/Lariat staff

sinks her teeth into a black bean burrito Monday at Terry and Jo's
Food for Thought. The restaurant specializes in organic foods.

Lack of pesticides doesn’t
necessarily make all-natural
food best consumer choice

By Laura Frase and Analiz Gonzalez
Staff writers

When it comes to health, mom knows
everything. Or does she?

Tara Young said she grew up with her
mom serving organic products at the
dinner table to avoid harmful pesticides.
As an adult, the McKinney sophomore
decided to stick with the expensive tra-
dition, spending as much as $20 to $50
extra on groceries, she said.

But a higher price tag on organic
products doesn’t make them necessarily
healthier - or better tasting.

According to a scientific status sum-
mary by Dr. Carl K. Winter, a profes-
sional member of the Institute of Food
Technology and an extension food toxi-
cologist, “While many consumers con-
sider organic foods to be more nutritious
than conventional foods, this claim is
difficult to support based on available
scientific data.”

The summary goes on to state, how-
ever, that recent studies show that some
organic products contain substances
with potential health benefits such as
antioxidants.

Young said consuming the chemicals
in non-organic products can cause dis-
eases like cancer.

common things like mono and flu and 1
think that’s largely due to my diet.”

Cheree Moore, a nutrition educator
at the McLane Student Life Center, said
the greatest health benefit of organic
products is the number of antioxidants,
which can lead to cancer prevention.

Even though Moore doesn’t buy or-
ganic products, she believes they're
worth the high cost, in part because they
are better for the environment.

“One down side is that manure is
used on (organic products), so bacteria
might be in the foods from the manure.
But we get bacteria with everything, so
it might be being picky if you go off of
that,” she said.

George Caldwell, associate director of
commodity and regulatory activities at
the Texas Farm Bureau, said agricultural
products that are grown using conven-
tional methods have been certified as
safe and cause no harmful health effects.
He said technology has made it possible
for nonorganic products to be tested for
consumer protection more than ever be-
fore.

But the popularity of organic products
continues rising with the population’s
income, allowing people to afford more
choices, he said.

Terry Otto, owner of Terry and Jo’s
Food for Thought, said the benefits of or-
ganic food is reflected in his restaurant’s
healthier menu. His restaurant serves or-
ganic and low-fat meals.

He said he believes organic food is a

“It’s not natural and our bodies aren’t
going to react in a natural way,” she said.
“For the most part, I go without getting

more responsible choice for the environ-

Please see FOOD, page 6

Hollywood internships on rise

Film, digital media
sends students to
work in show business

By Lauren Hightower
Reporter

Imagine working in the place
where all the magic happens. Fa-
mous directors know your name
and celebrities walk around like
normal people.

This is Los Angeles, and this
is the life of 10 film and digital
media majors interning this se-
mester. Each of these students
is interning with a different
company in the promotional or

entertainment business. They
include Puma, X-Play, Sony Pic-
tures and many other compa-
nies.

Walker Hanson, a Sherman
junior, is interning with the CBS
show Without a Trace. He said
he was given the chance to fol-
low the show’s director through
the process of creating an entire
episode as part of his internship.
He said he was even allowed to
give some of his own input in
the editing process.

“It was amazing to watch and
be involved with this,” he said.
“Everything comes together
right there.”

This is a new program the

film and digital media depart-
ment has been developing to ac-
company the New York intern-
ship program, said Brian Elliot,
senior lecturer in film and digi-
tal media. He said there have
been Baylor interns in Califor-
nia since 1993, but never this
many at once.

Elliot has traveled to Los An-
geles at least once a year for the
past 30 years to build relation-
ships and connections to help
get the new program started.
One of the most helpful factors
in developing the program was
a strong alumni presence in Los
Angeles.

A large portion of the in-

ternships this year came from
alumni.

“The alumni in Los Angeles
are loyal and love associating
with one another,” Elliot said.

Jason Seagraves, a George-
town senior, applied for five
internships this term and was
accepted into all five compa-
nies, allowing him the chance
to choose the best possible posi-
tion. He said one of the things
that helped him the most was
his professional attitude and
presentation.

“It just seemed like common
sense to conduct myself like a

Please see INTERN, page 6

Courtesy photo
Houston senior Josh Franer, left, Sherman junior Walker Hanson and George-
town senior Jason Seagraves are spending the fall semester as interns in Los
Angeles.

Friends
mourn
faculty

member

By Lindsey Grewe
Reporter

Shari Wolda, assistant to
the vice president for univer-
sity development, died over the
weekend due to complications
following heart surgery, accord-
ing to an e-mail sent to faculty
members by Randy Lofgren, in-
terim vice president for univer-
sity development.

Marilyn Eichelberger, admin-
istration associate of university
development, said she wants
Wolda to be remembered for her
dedication to students.

“She did what she did for the
love of Baylor students,” Eichel-
berger said.

As a Baylor employee since
June 1988, Wolda’s passion for
the students she served was
very close to her heart. Her fam-
ily requests gifts be made in
her memory to Baylor’s General
Scholarship Fund, instead of

Please see WOLDA, page 6

Associated Press

Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, right, arrived in Tehran Monday amid increas-
ing calls for Washington to enlist Iran’s help in calming the violence in Iraq.

Iraqi president seeks help
from Iran to stem violence

Associate Press

BAGHDAD - President Bush
and Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki will discuss a speedier
exchange of security control to
Iraqi forces as a prelude to the
start of a U.S. withdrawal when
they meet in Jordan this week,
top Iraqi government officials
said Monday.

As al-Maliki prepared to meet
Bush, Iraqi President Jalal Ta-
labani sought Monday to enlist
Iran’s help in quelling the esca-
lating violence that threatens to
tear apart the country. “We are

in dire need of Iran’s help in es-
tablishing security and stability
in Irag,” Iran’s state-run televi-
sion quoted Talabani as saying
after he met with Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in
Tehran.

The increased pace of diplo-
macy comes as a bipartisan U.S.
panel headed by former Secre-
tary of State James A. Baker III
and former Rep. Lee Hamilton
is expected to put forth recom-
mendations soon to the White
House on alterations to Iraq
policy. Seeking help from Iran
and Syria was believed to be

among the Iraq Study Group’s
proposal.

Looking ahead to the summit
in Amman, Jordan, the Iraqi side
viewed the talks as the most im-
portant between leaders of the
two countries since the ouster
of Saddam Hussein, according
to the two top officials with inti-
mate knowledge of planning for
the Wednesday-Thursday meet-
ing.
Iraqi officials believe the
summit will deal with giving
Iraqi forces more control over

Please see IRAQ, page 6

By Danica Kirka
The Associated Press

LONDON — Prime Minister
Tony Blair condemned the Af-
rican slave trade and expressed
deep sorrow for Britain’s role,
but stopped short Monday of
offering an apology or compen-
sation for the descendants of
those victimized by it.

Activists are pressuring Brit-
ain to offer an apology and rep-
arations for its role in slavery
before it marks the 200th anni-

versary of the law that banned
the country’s participation in
the Atlantic slave trade.

Blair wrote in an article in
the New Nation newspaper that
it was right to recognize the ac-
tive role Britain, its ports and
its industry once played in the
trafficking of human beings.

“I believe the bicentenary of-
fers us a chance not just to say
how profoundly shameful the
slave trade was, how we con-
demn its existence utterly and
praise those who fought for its

abolition, but also to express
our deep sorrow that it ever
happened, that it ever could
have happened,” Blair wrote in
the black community newspa-
per.

Race issues continue to af-
flict multicultural Britain, with
periodic outbursts, such as
riots in the central city of Bir-
mingham last year, laying bare
smoldering tensions stemming
from inequities in education
and the workplace.

Arguing that slavery’s legacy

Prime Minister Blair condemns U.K.S role in

continues to affect race rela-
tions, activists are demanding
a formal apology from the gov-
ernment as a step toward heal-
ing old wounds.

Activists have criticized
Blair’s statement, arguing his
careful language reflects the
government’s fear of paying out
huge reparations for wrongs
committed hundreds of years
ago. They argue that those who
benefited from the slave trade
should admit their role, and
pay for it.

slave trade

“It is no longer justified to
ignore this question,” said Es-
ther Stanford, vice chair of the
pan-African Reparations Coali-
tion in Europe. “Those who do
so are complicit in the genocide
and covering up of the crimes
against African people and her
descendants worldwide.”

Other nations and institu-
tions have also recently ex-
amined their role in the slave
trade.

Please see BLAIR, page 6
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Spending Thanksgiving in India makes world history

There is one word to describe
my Thanksgiving: historic.

There was no turkey. No
dressing. No cranberry sauce.
And definitely none of my aunt’s
amazing green Jell-O salad. In
fact, there was no reason to cel-
ebrate Thanksgiving, because 1
was in India.

In September, I read a flier
titled “Thanksgiving in India.
Wash feet. Share a meal.” My
nomadic spirit rose up in me,
and I knew I couldn’t let this
opportunity pass. What I didn’t
realize was in taking that simple
step, L would be a part of making
history in India.

For centuries, India’s soci-
ety has been established in the
caste system. The lowest in
the caste are the Dalits, which
translates into “untouchables.”
And untouchable is exactly how

they are treated. The Dalits are
told by all upper caste and the
Indian government that they are
worthless and deserve their life
of poverty and disease. They are
not to be touched, fed, cured or
even associated with. But the
Dalits makes up more than half
of India’s population.

My team of 19 traveled to
India to wash the feet of these
people, the action for which only
a servant is responsible. When
we arrived, we met the two men
spearheading Unity Day — the
holiday we were going to par-
take in by washing feet.

Sunil Sardar, the Indian pas-
tor who envisioned Unity Day,
explained his heart for his coun-
try, his desire for social justice
and — most importantly — the
scripture’s clear message for
the oppressed and poor. After

point =
of view [

spending several years in jail
for preaching the gospel, Sardar
learned about India’s connec-
tion to Jesus.

Sardar told us of three statues
in India. One of the statues is
Phule, who Gandhi claimed was
his guru. While in jail, Sardar
further studied the life of Phule
and found that he was the first
to teach his wife to read, the first
to open his well to the Dalit and
the first to say his true guruwas
Baliraja — the sacrificed king.

The more Sardar began to

study about Phule’s belief in
Baliraja, the more he began to
realize Phuli was writing about
Jesus and his message of “doing
unto others how you would have
them do unto you.” More than
150 years ago, Phule prayed that
the followers of Baliraja from the
West would come to India and
unite with those from the East.
He also prayed that the caste
leaders would began to see that
they are all equal.

So on America’s Thanksgiv-
ing, India celebrated Phule’s
death day (which is celebrated
instead of birthdays), and on
that same day my team became
the first group of Westerners to
enter these Dalit villages and
wash their feet —an act no one
has ever done for them.

No one. Until now.

On Unity Day, Sardar

preached the message of Baliraja
and preached about social injus-
tice letting these people know
that they are equal. Equally
loved. Equally valued. Equal.

As 1 washed the feet of
some Dalit women, my heart
was opened to an entirely new
aspect of humility and love. 1
finally grasped what it meant to
be a servant.

To see them in shock and awe
that someone who previously
would have condemned them
to death because of their skin
color was now serving them was
phenomenal.

Leaders of the villages asked
Sardar how they could bring
Baliraja’s teachings into their vil-
lages. Even a man who led a pro-
test against us confronted Sar-
dar later asking for forgiveness
because he was touched that we

weren't trying to “westernize”
India. He said he appreciated
Sardar’s desire to have a rally
on equality and a centuries-old
guru to India — Baliraja.

Unity Day was a stepping
stone to bringing equality to the
Dalits as well as sharing the love
of Jesus —someone who desires
their freedom more than any
human ever could.

I won't forget my time in
India, because I don’t think my
view on life or my heart will
ever be the same. I had no idea |
was signing up to make history.
I was just ready to take a trip
across the seas. I know my kids
will read about the first Unity
Day in India someday, and I'll
be proud to give them my eye-
witness experience.

Donelle Sauer is a junior jour-
nalism major from Amarillo.

Editorial

Richards’ apologies

¥ YAWN! %)

should be accepted

For nine seasons, Michael
Richards donned a vintage
wardrobe and crashed through
apartment 4B, crafting the
character of an eccentric neigh-
bor on the sitcom Seinfeld. But
it only took one tirade on Nov.
17 at the Laugh Factory in Los
Angeles, where the comedian
spouted racial slurs on stage at
two black men who Richards
believed were heckling him, to
tarnish his reputation as an en-
tertainer.

The two men demanded
an apology and compensation
from Richards and from the
club. The Laugh Factory issued
an apology and banned Rich-
ards from performing at any of
its clubs in the future.

Richards publicly apolo-
gized via satellite during a Nov.
20 interview with Jerry Seinfeld
on the Late Show with David Let-
terman.

Richards spoke on the Rev.
Jesse Jackson’s radio show Mon-
day to apologize again for the
incident and said he wanted to
meet the two men to reconcile.

Jackson said Richards’ “an-
ger is volatile and dangerous to
himself and others. I hope he
gets the help he needs.”

The Rev. Al Sharpton refused
to accept an apology from Rich-
ards, but said he would agree

to meet with him to address
racism in America. Sharpton
also said that whites or blacks
should not use the n-word.

Despite Richards’ apology,
black leaders and black come-
dians have been resistant to
accept his words at face value.
Would money make the situ-
ation less painful? The sting
of the slurs will not subside if
Richards agrees to pay for his
words.

Richards has already ad-
dressed a national audience
multiple times in the last 11
days. His apologies should be
sufficient.

Regardless of the connota-
tion of the n-word, people need
to take a closer look at what us-
ing the word promotes. Even if
the word has taken on a differ-
ent connotation when used in
the black community, the word
still carries strong feelings of
hatred. Whether or not the
word will dissipate from our
vocabulary is yet to be seen.

There is no question that
Richards was wrong to use ra-
cial slurs. But no one is in the
position to accuse Richards of
being a racist, or to absolve him
and the incident as a one-time
occurrence.

Only Richards knows the
truth.

DIDN'T WE JUST GET RACLK
FROM THANKSOGIVING? WHAT
HAPPENED TO ALL OF THE
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Regents or the Student Publi-
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Ailing Secret Santa’s credo: ‘'Tis better to receive by giving

Santa Claus has cancer.

It started in his esophagus
and spread to hisliver. He’s being
treated, but chemotherapy has
sapped his appetite and energy
and he’s down about a hundred
pounds. He’s worried about
money, too. The treatment costs
more than $16,000 a month and
his insurance doesn’t cover it.

Santa Claus is named Larry
Stewart and he’s a wealthy 58-
year-old businessman who lives
in a suburb of Kansas City, but
he used to be a down-on-his-
luck 20-something living out
of his car. How did he become
Santa Claus? Well, it might have
begun that day he approached a
woman at a church and told her
he was destitute. She told him
the man who handled destitute
people was gone for the day and

suggested he come back tomor-
row. Stewart says he never felt so
low. He never did go back.

Or maybe it began that time
he hadn’t eaten for two days
and he went into a diner and
ordered breakfast and then,
when the bill came, pretended
he’d lost his wallet. The owner
of the diner came over. “You
must have dropped this,” he
said. And he put a twenty into
Stewart’s hand.

Or maybe Larry Stewart
became Santa Claus the day he
was at a drive-through restau-
rant, feeling dispirited and low
at having lost his job the week
before Christmas. For the sec-
ond year in a row. As he recently
told The Associated Press, “It
was cold and the car hop didn’t
have on a very big jacket and I

thought to myself, ‘I think I got
it bad. She’s out there in the cold

i23)

making nickels and dimes.
He handed her a twenty on a
tab that couldn’t have been more
than two or three bucks and
told her to keep the change. The
woman cried and told him he
had no idea what his gift meant.
“And man, I'm telling you what,
it just ripped my heart right
out. And I thought, ‘Wow.’ I had
never had a feeling like that.”
He liked the feeling so much

that he went to his bank and
took out $200 in fives and twen-
tys and drove around looking
for people who looked like they
needed help. That was in 1979
and he’s done the same thing
every year since, randomly
handing out $100 bills (by his
estimate, a total of $1.3 million)
to strangers with what he calls
“that look” — poverty, despera-
tion, need — in their eyes. He
never told anyone who he was.
Reporters who traveled with
“secret Santa” had to swear to
keep his name out of the paper.

But now Santa Claus has
cancer. The media have come
calling — the Associated Press,
CNN, the Kansas City Star and
more — and he has agreed to
be named. He doesn’t say this
in so many words, but you get

the sense he’s thinking that if
he dies, he doesn’t want the idea
of random kindness to die with
him. He wants people to remem-
ber how good giving feels. He
wants them to know that giving
is its own reward.

Peopleseemunlikely to forget.
When the Star wrote about him,
it brought letters from around
the state and from as far away
as Texas and South Carolina.
People said he gave them hope.
People said he inspired them to
kindnesses of their own. People
said they were praying for him.

“There’s people praying for
me that ...” he told CNN, and
then he stopped, grief and grati-
tude gluing his throat closed so
that it took him 20 seconds to
finish the thought: “I don’t even
know ‘em.”

Now, here Christmas comes.
Maybe the first one he’ll miss
since Jimmy Carter was presi-
dent.

Lights are being strung on
houses, tree lots are opening
for business. And there’s Santa
Claus, sick with cancer, and
maybe facing his last Christmas,
pondering life, death and the
meaning of the years between.
All those years, all those strang-
ers, all those random kindness-
es.

The axiom says it is better to
give than to receive.

One suspects Santa Claus,
even now, would disagree. One
suspects he would say that if
you do the one, the other hap-
pens naturally.

Leonard Pitts Jr. is a columnist
for the Miami Herald.
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Photo exhibit captures cultural landscape of South

By Lauren Hightower
Reporter

A'lone cannon sits out on an
empty field. Black women sit
in a church with elaborate hats
adorning their heads.

The Mayborn Museum Com-
plex opened a new exhibit by
Dr. Clark Baker, associate pro-
fessor of journalism and depart-
ment chairman, on Nov. 16.

The exhibit, “Images of Myth
and Reality: Texas and the
South,” was originally a part of
the American Studies Associa-
tion of Texas’s 50th annual con-
ference, said Dr. Doug Ferdon,
associate professor of journal-
ism and director of the Ameri-
can Studies Program.

This year’s conference theme
focused on images of Southwest
Texas.

Baker said he has been tak-
ing photographs since his uncle
gave him a camera at the age
of 10 and taught him the rudi-
ments of the craft, he said.

The pictures in the exhibit
were taken over a span of 15
years, during which Baker trav-
eled all over the South.

The collection includes hun-

dreds of photos, but the muse-
um display was narrowed to 24.

“I think the hardest part is
editing them into something
coherent,” Baker said. “It’s hard
to avoid photos that speak to
what outsiders know to be the
South.”

Baker said he did not origi-
nally plan for his work to be ex-
hibited.

The project began in Ala-
bama and continued as he
traveled, carrying over into his
move to Baylor. He said his pur-
pose was in part to express the
deep South.

‘1 can't help but be inspired
by that region,” he said.

The entire collection is made
up of black and white photos,
his favorite medium.

“T always seem to return to
black and white when I have
that luxury,” he said.

The use of black and white in
this exhibit is a fitting medium
for this style of photography
said Sarah Levine, director of
marketing for the Mayborn Mu-
seum Complex.

“Pictures become more dra-
matic in black and white than
they do in color,” Levine said.

“It shows there’s still a kind of
graciousness there.”

The exhibit shows a cultural
and physical landscape of Texas
and the South, including reli-
gion, race issues, land and other
themes, said Frankie Pack, co-
ordinator of changing exhibits
for the Mayborn Museum Com-
plex.

“I think it fits nicely with the
museum’s mission of present-
ing local history by offering a
unique look at images of Texas
and the South,” she said.

Baker said he chose the name
for his exhibit because his goal
was to portray the South as
something “not so one-dimen-
sional as people seem to think.”

The Mayborn  Museum
agreed to put up the images
in a public exhibit hall so they
would be open to more viewers
that the conference area would
allow, Pack said.

“It’s a great and wonderful
resource to be able to display
works from local professors,”
Pack said.

“It established a good work-
ing relationship and is conve-
nient as well.”

The exhibit will be open un-

Kelly Moore/Lariat staff

Lori Lutz of Waco looks at photographs in Dr. Clark Baker’s exhibit Monday afternoon in the Mayborn Museum Complex.
The exhibit, “Images of Myth and Reality: Texas and the South”, is open until Jan. 25.

til Jan. 25. Admission is $6 for
adults, $5 for senior adults and
$4 for children.

Baylor faculty and staff will
be given free admission for
themselves and their families

Health center officials, class officers discuss fees,

By Christine Tamer
and Greer Kinsey
Staff writer and reporter

A spoon full of sugar may
make the medicine go down,
but it does little for the long
amounts of time students spend
waiting at Baylor’s Health Cen-
ter.

Freshman class officers met
Nov. 14 with the university’s
health center officials to address
issues brought to them by stu-
dents, including longer waiting
times and new fees.

“Students have approached
us directly or wrote in forums
complaining about their experi-
ences,” said League City fresh-
man class vice president Yong-
Yong Huang. “It was an issue
that had to be addressed.”

The health center attrib-
uted long waiting times to the
new electronic medical records
(EMR).

“The initial problem through
the EMR is that it requires them
(health center) to use a tablet PC
and go through approximately
15 pages of data prior to doing

Instructors

By Katelyn Foster
Reporter

Any students who have
dreamed of throwing some-
thing at their instructors will
have their chance Friday.

Pie-A-Prof, hosted by Baylor
Habitat for Humanity, will give
students a chance to throw a
pie in the face of the professor
of their choice. Baylor Habitat
is raising money to help build
their 20th anniversary house.

Founded in 1987, the orga-
nization will turn 20 years old
in November. An anniversary
house will be dedicated in hon-
or of the celebration.

anything with a patient at the
clinic,” said Lindale freshman
class president Noah Hutchin-
son.

“Therefore, instead of just
writing a few things on a piece
of paper, it provides a better
medical record in the end. But it
obviously prolongs the process
and diminishes the ability for
students to be seen more quick-
ly,” he said.

Rosemary Townsend, direc-
tor of the health center’s busi-
ness affairs and administration,
said lines haven't been as long
as they were at the beginning of
the semester.

The long lines were original-
ly caused by the new insurance
plan and the fact that this is the
first year that insurance claims
have been filed electronically
through the health center.

With the new system, all stu-
dents’ insurance information
had to be updated, Townsend
said.

“It’s rather complicated to get
something like this up and run-
ning,” Townsend said.

Lines have slowed down,

Townsend said, but adjusting
to the new insurance plan and
EMR systems are only a small
part of the problem.

Townsend said students
don't always clarify their reason
for coming to the health center.

She said many students are
vague about their condition,
but when they actually come
into the office, their condition
requires more attention than
expected.

Townsend said students
should make a clear explana-
tion of their medical condition
when making their appointment
at the health center.

“This slows the whole clinic
down, so lines are always longer
at the end of the day,” Townsend
said.

The health center officials
told the freshman class officers
they are looking into increasing
hours or hiring additional staff
members, Cleburne f{reshman
secretary Holly Maddox said.

“We found out the answers of
the slowness, and the changes
made by health services,” Mad-
dox said. “We are continuing

to research that. I dont think
we necessarily have a solution,
but we have an answer for stu-
dents.”

The freshman class officers
presented the idea of registering
for health service appointments
online, but the current technol-
ogy cannot accommodate the
idea at the time, Huang said.

“Students need to be aware
of the problems that exist and
stick with the system as it con-
tinues to change,” Hutchinson
said.

“In my perspective, know-
ing what goes on behind closed
doors makes it easier for me to
wait a few more minutes.”

As far as money goes, Huang
also said students came to the
freshman class officers confused
as to why a part of their tuition
goes directly toward health ser-
vices, but they no longer receive
free consultations.

Townsend said the health
center no longer receives any
percentage of the student fee and
has not received a part of the fee
since the 2004 fiscal year.

“We did change the fee struc-

ture,” Townsend said. “It was
changed so that now we insti-
tuted an office visit charge. It
had nothing to do with insur-
ance per se. It helps cover the
costs and expenses that was di-
rectly affected because we didn’t
get that general student fee fund
anymore.”

The newly implemented
Baylor health insurance policy
states that if a student is covered
by a plan other than the univer-
sity sponsored plan, the Baylor
Health Center will now bill that
person’s health insurance com-
pany for services received.

The insurance claim will au-
tomatically go from the health
center to the student’s insurance
company, Townsend said.

“If you are a student with in-
surance, you are charged only in
terms with your insurance card,”
Townsend said. “It is whatever
your policy charges. There is no
double charge.”

Most insurance companies
are now in network with Baylor,
which means theinsurance com-
pany will pay more on a claim,
which benefits the student more

willing to take pie in the face for good cause

Everyone,including students,
staff, faculty and spouses, can
purchase a pie for two dollars
that will go toward the build-
ing of the house. Donations will
also be accepted.

Amanda Cronin, a Hous-
ton junior and fundraising
chaimanr, said it will be a
friendly little exchange between
students and professors.

“It builds camaraderie be-
tween faculty and students,” she
said.

Participants include Timothy
Heckenlively, lecturer in clas-
sics; David White, lecturer in
classics; Alex Alderman, lectur-
er in classics; Byron Weathers-

bee, university chaplain; Cindy
Fry, senior lecturer in computer
science and engineering; John
Knue, senior lecturer in Infor-
mation Systems; Dr. Chris van
Gorder, associate professor of
religion; Dr. Charles McDaniel,
visiting professor in Church-
State studies and Fred Hulme,
senior lecturer in economics.
Students Joshua Gillam and So-
nya Maness will also be partici-
pating.

Sonya Maness, a Houston
senior and president of Baylor’s
Habitat for Humanity, said they
are thankful for the volunteers.

“How many professors let
students smash pies in their

Holidays spent at home can cause

By Cassandra Spratling
McClatchy Newspapers

DETROIT —While home dur-
ing a break from North Carolina
A&T, where she’s a sophomore,
Rickelle Winton casually men-
tioned to her mom that she was
having a friend over.

They planned to watch TV in
Rickelle’s bedroom.

“No way,” said her mom.
Rickelle’s friend is a guy.

“I told her I didn’t think that
was fair because I have boys
in my room in my dorm,” says
Rickelle, who attends the col-
lege in Greensboro, N.C.

Dorm’s one thing; home’s
another, her mother, Doreen
Odom of Detroit, told her.

Parents and their children

home for the holidays are bound
to have similar discussions as
college students accustomed to
living by their own rules return
home to live by their parents’
rules over the winter break.

“At school, you could come
home at 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing and she’d have no idea,” says
Rachel Kay, 19, a University of
Michigan sophomore, referring
to her mother, Janice Kay, 50, of
West Bloomfield, Mich.

‘It is a frustrating thing
when youre used to being on
your own, but it's understand-
able because she’s my mom and
she worries.”

The holiday season will be
a happier time for parents and
students if they talk about and
agree on rules, curfews and

Waco City Limits

Dining room and Backyard Garden Available for:
All occasion parties, meetings, weddings, wedding recep-
tions, rehearsal dinners, showers, family reunions and |
bereavement dinners. o
SANDWICHES * AMERICAN FOOD e
MEXICAN FOOD '

Order Your Christmas Tamales Now!!

511 S. 8th St. « 254-1918

plans for the holidays.

And the sooner the better.

“When [ was in high school
my curfew was 1 am.,” says Ra-
chel. “When I come home from
college, she extended it to 2
am.

Janice Kay says she under-
stands the frustration, but she
needs the peace of mind.

“We talked about it and I told
her that when she stays with me,
she needs to let me know where
she is and when she’ll be home,”

faces?” she said. “Were grate-
ful that the professors volunteer
their time and faces.”

Cindy Fry, senior lecturer of
computer science, saidit’s a great
time to have fun and laugh.

“T'm lucky. I can’t wait,” Fry
said. “It’s a great cause and an-
other way to hang out with stu-
dents,” she said.

Maness said the event comes
at a perfect time of year.

“Around finals everyone gets
stressed and need a way to re-
lieve the stress. What better way
to do that than throw a pie in a
professor’s face, and at the same
time help build a home in the
Waco community?”

Habitat adviser Charles Mc-
Daniel agreed that it will be a
good relief near the end of the
semester. He said he’s willing to
take the abuse in order to help
out a good cause.

Although it will be a fun
event, Fredericksburg junior
and service chairman Justin
Ersch said Pie-A-Prof is a way
for students to be a big part of
building the anniversary house
and provides students with an
opportunity to reach out.

“It's a good way to help us
help the community,” he said.

Pie-A-Prof will take place in
Fountain Mall from 11 am. to 3
p-m. today through Friday.

parent-student friction

says Kay, a speech-language pa-
thologist with the Detroit Public
Schools.

Doreen Odom, who is in her
40s and an administrator at a
community heath center, doesn’t
set a curfew, preferring to let the
occasion dictate the time Rick-
elle should be home.

But she says she does expect
Rickelle to tell her where she’s
going, with whom and what
time she’ll be home —something
Rickelle forgot when she first re-

turned home last year.

Students say they appreciate
their parents, even if they don't
always agree with them.

“I do remember getting into
arguments with my parents
because 1 wanted to have more
freedom to come and go as I
pleased, but in hindsight, it
makes sense that my parents
show their worries,” Rachel Kay
says.

“After all, they are parents.
They’re here to worry about us.”

Thursday.
Admission is free for stu-
dents.

wait time

than if it is out of network.

If a student’s insurance com-
pany is not in-network, his or
her insurance company bases
prices on an “allowable range,”
which is a standard price for all
insurance companies.

Townsend said Baylor health
care officials base prices off each
specific student’s insurance pol-
icy, so it’s important for students
to have health insurance.

“You need to, as a student,
understand the policies and
regulations of your insurance
program,” she said.

Townsend said not everyone
clearly reads everything theyre
sent from Baylor, including the
information about the new in-
surance policy. She said this can
lead to confusion about the in-
surance policy.

Hutchinson said that it is
possible that the freshman class
officers will not be able to di-
rectly change the way the health
center makes decisions.

In this case, she said they as-
pire to promote understanding
among students when visiting
the health center.

BEAR BRIEFS

Guerilla Troupe show

The Guerilla Comedy Troupe
will perform a free show mod-
eled after “Whose Line Is It
Anyway?” from 5 to 11:45 p.m.
today in the Bill Daniel Student
Center Den.

Freshman formal tickets

Tickets will be on sale for the
Freshman Formal from noon
to 4 p.m. today in dining halls
across campus.

Student Life survey

Visit bin.baylor.edu and voice
your opinion about different
campus issues including pro-
fessor accessibility, campus
safety and final exam dead
days. The Student Life sur-
vey will be available through
Friday.

To submit a bear brief, e-mail
Lariat@baylor.edu.

CONTACT US

Editor 710-4099
Newsroom 7101712
Sports 710-6357
Entertainment 710-7228
Advertising 710-3407

University Rentals
754-1436 * 1111 Speight * 752-5691
ALL BILLS PAID!

1 BR FROM $450 -

GREAT SELECTIONS!

MON-FRI 9-6, SAT 10-4, SUN 2-4

2 BR FROM $780

FURNISHED
POOLS
24-HR MAINTENANCE
ON SITE MGMT.
LAUNDRY FACILITIES
WALK-IN CLOSETS

BIG 12 DUPLEXES

GREAT FLOOR PLAN!
2406 S. University Parks Drive
2 blocks from Ferrell Center
easy access to campus
4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, 4 Large walk-in Closets

Large tiled Living Room/Dining Room
Fully Loaded Kitchen and Laundry Room
Security System, Ceiling fans, much more

(254) 772-6525
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Singi
Inging,
Animated tale appears
lifelike with advanced
film technology

By Aileen Wong
Contributor

You wouldn’t think being
the next toe-tapping Gene Kelly
would be a curse. However, for
an Emperor penguin, rhythmic
feet can only mean trouble.

MOVIEREVIEW

Happy Feetisananimated film
about Mumble (Elijah Wood), a
penguin born with “happy feet,”
which is a tragic condition of
nonstop tap-dance-itis.

At birth, every penguin finds
his or her own Heartsong, which
is a mating song.

When Mumble tries to find
his Heartsong, his feet rapidly
tap, and ice-shattering sounds,
similar to nails on a chalkboard,
arise from his beak. In a world
where penguins mate for life,
not having a Heartsong is a bad
sign.

Unfortunately for Mumble,

dancing pengums will tap rlghl; into hearts

his talents lie in his feet, not his
voice.

The young penguin discov-
ers that aliens (aka humans) are
taking away all of the fish, and
he wants to talk to the aliens to
stop them.

When he tries to alert the
elders about the problem, they
refuse to listen and believe his
tapping is the cause of the fish
loss.

Mumble is forced to leave the
colony and begins a mission to
do everything penguinly pos-
sible —including stunt attempts
only a daredevil determined to
make the Guinness Book of World
Records would try.

He desperately tries to stop
the aliens from taking the fish in
order to earn the respect of his
fellow penguins.

The animation in Happy Feet
raises the bar for all animated
films and puts recent animated
releases to shame.

Some of the penguins had
more than six million feathers
each. I questioned my judgment
of what was live action and what
was animated.

The realism of the film can

also be attributed to the motion
capture technology, which ani-

mated the talents of tap dancer feet.

Catherine Hardwicke’s The Nativity Story.

CLASSIFIEDS

HOUSING

China Spring, near MCC. 3/2/1,
fenced yard, $875/MO. Call
Ewen Property Management.
817-446-7535

Walk to class. Comfortable
houses for rent. 2 & 4-bed-
room. 640-0969.

New houses,new duplexes,
remodeled houses, and apart-
ment. Close to campus. Appli-
ances included in all units.
744-2718

Cute and clean condo, 1820 S.
JtSté 2/2.5, $550/400 254-855-
797.

For rent: New, two bedroom
duplex, single or double; for
mature girls, Christian stan-
dards; quiet area, must see.
254-757-2823.

4BR/2BA large brick duplex
apartments. 4-6 tenants. Also
6BR/2BA house on Bagby.
8ng8: 315-3827, evenings 799-

For Rent. Beautiful, roomy, 2
bedroom apartments. 2-3 peo-
ple. 495-2966

Palm Harbor Mobile home;
1997; 3 bdrm/2 baths; 16x80; 6
miles from Baylor. To see call
760-845-8618 or email

faithhobbs@yahoo.com for
photos. $20,900.

EMPLOYMENT

Earn $800-$3200 a month to
drive brand new cars with ads
placed on them. www.AdCar-
Key.com

Merle Norman Cosmet-
ics Richland Mall 772-5364
Needs Beauty Advisor. Perma-
nent part-time. Will train.

First Baptist Preschool Teach-
ers needed for afternoon shift
3:00-5:30 p.m. Positions avail-
able starting now or in January.
Apply in person 500 Webster
Ave. 756-6933

MISCELLANEOUS

BILLS GOT YOU DOWN?
NEED A LOAN TO GET YOU
UP? CALL US NOW FOR
EXPERT ASSISTANCE. 1-
877-863-0761. GOOD & BAD
CREDIT WELCOME.

By Richard N. Ostling
The Associated Press

Was the box office for
Mel Gibson’s The Passion of
the Christ, that 2004 show-
biz shocker, a fluke? Or
did it reveal a massive and
neglected audience for rever-
ential fare?

We’ll learn more from
the box-office receipts for
The Nativity Story, New Line
Cinema’s holiday gift that
brings elegant Christmas-
card scenes of Jesus’ birth to
life on screen.

Christians will presum-
ably flock to Nativity, even
though the same Time War-
ner unit bears responsibil-

MCT ity for those Texas Chainsaw
Keisha Castle-Hughes stars as Mary in Friday’s release of

Massacre movies.
Director Catherine Hard-

wicke (Thirteen, Lords of Dog-
town) said she sought “epic
intimacy” to evoke “another
time and beautiful land-
scape.” Strikingly austere
vistas in Morocco and Italy
represent the first-century
Holy Land.

The 10-nation cast boasts
Oscar nominees Shohreh
Aghdashloo (House of Sand
and Fog) as Elizabeth, moth-
er of John the Baptist, and
the magnetic Keisha Castle-
Hughes (Whale Rider) in the
primary role of her cousin
Mary.

Oddly, Jesus’ crucifixion
and ministry have provided
ample movie material, but
his birth is largely ignored.
Perhaps that’s because this
version of possibly the most
famous biblical story ever

Savion Glover to create the real-
istic moves of Mumble’s fast

told lacks suspense.

The movie’s historical
consultant, the Rev. William
Fulco of Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles,
endorses mild “higher criti-
cism” of the Bible in a pub-
licity handout that will rile
fundamentalists.

The accounts in the Gos-
pels of Matthew and Luke
“are not completely com-
patible,” Fulco said. Since
“very little was known of the
events,” he explained, “the
stories were developed using
what is called midrash, a
sometimes creative recon-
struction of events based
on what is actually known,
elaborated from clues” in
prior writings.

Screenwriter Mike Rich
(Finding Forrester) turned the

Associated Press

Mumble dances around the ice in a scene from the new movie Happy Feet, which was released worldwide in theaters
on Nov. 17.

The star-studded cast, featur-
ing the talents of Wood, Robin
Williams, Nicole Kidman, Brit-

tany Murphy and Hugh Jack-
man, combined with superior
computer technology, makes
each penguin surprisingly real-
istic.

This isn’t the average car-
toon-animal-on-a-quest movie.
It ties in a meaningful story line
with an environmental message,
as well as creates awareness for
animal rights.

This movie is a singing and
dancing hit, filled with cover
songs like Queen’s “Somebody
to Love” and Prince’s “Kiss.” It
is essentially the cartoon ver-
sion of Moulin Rouge, skillfully
incorporating classic musical
hits into the story line.

You may think you've seen
enough penguin films recently,
but this one taps its way into
your heart.

The film ties in love, passion,
hope, musical numbers and the
oh-so-awkward everyone-hates-
me feeling. This fun-filled ani-
mation kept me rocking in my
seat from start to finish.

Gene Kelly, you may have
found your match in a small,
flightless bird.

Grade: A

minimal scriptures into 94
minutes, so how does Nativ-
ity compare with the Bible?

Rich follows a largely lit-
eral replication of Matthew
and Luke. Unlike some of
Gibson’s Passion embroidery,
the elaborations emerge nat-
urally from the biblical and
cultural background.

Rich emphasizes the
characters’ Jewishness and,
unlike with Jesus’ passion,
the only villains of the Nativ-
ity were the Romans.

The show bears a PG
violence warning because
it begins with the Romans’
slaughter of the innocents,
so the paranoid King Herod
can eliminate youngsters
who’d threaten his reign.

Rich similarly presents
Nazareth villagers as liv-

ing on the economic mar-
gins, suffering from ruinous
Roman taxes.

Mary might have been as
reluctant to wed Joseph, as
Rich supposes, since it was
probably an arranged mar-
riage.

It’'s certainly plausible
that the holy couple, as here,
would have been afraid, con-
fused and worried rather
than serenely accepting the
miraculous unwed pregnan-
cy that would have scandal-
ized small-town neighbors.

This on-screen Joseph is
roughly Mary’s age. There’s
a common Roman Catholic
and Eastern Orthodox view
that he was much older, to
undergird belief that Mary
remained perpetually virgin
even after Jesus’ birth.
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STUDY ABROAD
SEVILLE, SPAIN

The only city in Europe that merges Roman, Jewish and
Moorish culture with a young and exciting University town,
a Mediterranean diet and weather

UW - PLATTEVILLE / SPANISH-AMERICAN INSTITUTE
In 1984 began one of the finest study abroad programs in
the world according to The Student’s Guide to the Best

Study Abroad Programs

A COMPLETE PROGRAM

Classes taught in English and Spanish
Homestay with Spanish families

24 hours staff on call - your safety and well-being -

our number one concern

Daily culture visits - weekend trips available
Practice Spanish with Spanish University students
Students are provided with cell phones
Free access to internet on premises
Price —- $ 7,895 for WI/MN residents - $ 8,495 for non-residents

SEVILLA!

A University town with over 50,000 students!

Come join us!

Register now at: www.uwplatt.edu/studyabroad

Or call toll-free: 1-800-342-1725
* For culturally related questions about the program contact us directly at:
info@spanishamericaninstitute.info

AYLOR PLAZ

APARTMENTS

1920 South 3rd

756-0016

WALK TO THE NEW BAYLOR
SCIENCE BUILDING

‘I5land

CONDOMINIUMS

Leasing 1 and 2 bedrooms on the Brazos River

113 JH Kultgen Freeway

754-4434

Frce High Speed Internet & Cable TV

WITHA 12 MONTH LEASE
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INTERN from page 1

professional,” he said. “Appar-
ently a lot of people who ap-
plied didn’t do that.”

Seagraves is now intern-
ing with Puma Entertainment
and Marketing. As an intern,
his main responsibility is to
check for Puma products being
shown in television and maga-
zines and make sure that pro-
motional products are ready for
celebrities. A book is compiled
at the end of the year to show
what products were used in the
media during that year.

In addition, Seagraves has
attended  several different
events, including a movie pre-
miere, where he was on the red
carpet, and a celebrity after-
party.

Seagraves isn't the only in-
tern with strange or dazzling
experiences to share. Tiffany
Kreck, a Los Angeles junior, is
an intern with the Tyra Banks
Show and America’s Top Model.
She said she saw P. Diddy ar-
rive in a personal helicopter.

Ryan Metcalf, an Arlington
senior, is an intern with X-Play.
He said he was asked to run

around on screen in a panda
suit in one episode and sang
karaoke in another.

Some of the interns in the
program have received job of-
fers from their companies, El-
liot said. Experiencing life in
Los Angeles has given them
important experiences that
couldn’t be found elsewhere.

“You have to get out there
and introduce yourself to peo-
ple you normally wouldn’t,”
Seagraves said. “If you take
some risks and make yourself
vulnerable, that is when you'll
get the most return.”

IRAQ from page 1

security. The Iraqis expect
President Bush to agree to such
an arrangement, and they say
al-Maliki will then ask for the
Americans to start discussing a
timetable for the withdrawal of
U.S. troops, according to one of
the officials, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because of
the sensitive nature of the in-
formation.

The second official, who
spoke anonymously for the
same reason, said American
officials had indicated in pre-
paratory talks in Baghdad that
Bush was open to increasing
the pace of the security hand-
OVer.

“The responsibilities of U.S.
troops will decrease when se-
curity is transferred to Iraqis,
and that will mean the Ameri-
cans have more soldiers here
than they need,” the second of-
ficial said.

Also on the Iraqi agenda, the
officials said, would be al-Mali-
ki’s insistence that the United
States pressure its Sunni Arab
allies in the region to stop what
Baghdad claims is support for
the Iraqi insurgency.

Lastly, al-Maliki wants to get
an outline of the U.S. view of
the strategic relationship that
would exist as the Americans
draw down their presence in
the country, the officials said.

As the summit approached,
Britain said on Monday it ex-
pected to withdraw thousands
of its 7,000 military personnel
from Iraq by the end of next
year, and Poland and Italy an-
nounced the impending pull-
out of their remaining troops.

The Iraqi officials said they
expected al-Maliki would brief
Bush on the outcome of Talaba-
ni’s meetings with Ahmadine-

jad.

Al-Maliki also was expected
to explain his thoughts on how
Syria, Iraq’s western neighbor,
could play a role in calming vi-
olence. Al-Maliki lived in exile
in Syria during Saddam’s rule.

As Iraqi officials reached
out to both Iran and the U.S.,
speculation rose that Mideast
peace might also be on Bush’s
agenda. Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert on Monday deliv-
ered one of his most concilia-
tory speeches yet, and Palestin-
ian legislator Saeb Erekat said
it was possible that Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas
would meet with Bush in Jor-
dan, whose king faces new vul-
nerability because of violence
in Gaza and floods of Iraqi
refugees.

Jordan’s King Abdullah
said Sunday the problems in
the Middle East go beyond the
war in Iraq and that much of
the region soon could become
engulfed in violence unless the
central issues are addressed
quickly.

“We could possibly imagine
going into 2007 and having
three civil wars on our hands,”
he said, citing conflicts in Iraq,
Lebanon and the decades-long
strife between the Palestinians
and Israelis.

Key players in those con-
flicts are Syria and Iran, which
has a major influence over fel-
low Shiites in Iraq, including
the Shiite-led government.

The meeting between Tala-
bani and Ahmadinejad, which

was delayed for two days be-
cause of a security clampdown
in Iraq, provided Tehran an
opportunity to try to assert its
role as the top regional power
broker to counter Washington’s
influence on Baghdad.

During their talks, Ahma-
dinejad pledged Tehran’s sup-
port in helping to improve se-
curity in Iraq.

“Definitely, the Iranian
government and nation will
stand next to its brother Iraq
and will do every help it can
to strengthen security in Iraq,”
state-television quoted him as
saying.

“We believe a stable, devel-
oped and powerful Iraq is in
the interest of the Iraqi nation,
Iran and the whole region,” Ah-
madinejad said, according to
the television report.

Iran had been trying to or-
ganize a summit joining Ahma-
dinejad, Talabani and Syrian
President Bashar Assad, but
Damascus decided against at-
tending.

Talabani flew to Tehran on
Monday after the government
ended a three-day curfew on
vehicle traffic and reopened
the international airport. The
curfew and closure were im-
posed after bombings Thurs-
day killed 215 people in Sadr
City, Baghdad’s main Shiite
Muslim enclave.

Iran’s potential for heavy
influence in Iraq is particularly
troubling to the Bush admin-
istration. Many in Iraq’s new
Shiite-dominated power struc-
ture have deep ties to Iran, and
many of the key players spent
considerable time in exile in
Iran during Saddam’s rule.

WO LDA from page 1

flowers.

“She always wanted to make
Baylor a better place for stu-
dents,” Eichelberger said.

Lofgren said he remembers
Wolda as very committed to her
work at Baylor.

“She was unquestioning in
her loyalty,” Lofgren said. “She
was a wonderful person who
you could always count on.”

In her 18 years at Baylor,
Wolda received two awards for

her excellence in her job. In
1997, Wolda was one of six to
receive Baylor’s Outstanding
Staff Award. In 2005, she was
the recipient of the Tom Z. Par-
rish Outstanding Development
Professional Award.

In the e-mail, Wolda was
remembered as a model of dili-
gence, professionalism, and
commitment to her co-workers.

“Shari was always a perfec-
tionist,” Eichelberger said. “She
always wanted things to be done
right. She loved everybody she

worked with.”

“The nicest tribute we could
make to Shari is that everything
she did as an employee she did
for the students,” she said.

Visitation will be held from
6 to 8 p.m. today at Oak Crest
Funeral Home on Bosque Bou-
levard.

A memorial service will be
held at 11 am. Wednesday
at the First Baptist Church of
Woodway. A graveside service
will follow at Waco Memorial
Park.

FOOD from page 1

ment and that the produce
tastes better.

Otto said organic products
aren't sprayed with pesticides,

which is especially important in
fruits like strawberries and ap-
ples because they easily absorb
chemicals. Purchasing organic
lettuce isn't as important be-
cause the pesticides are washed

off the leaves.

“I think at this point, people
are looking around and seeing
the things that Americans have
been eating for the last 30 or 40
years.”

Associated Press

Backed up for miles

Road workers and firefighters work together Sunday to remove a crane that crushed a Robinson Fire Department
truck. The truck and the crane were on the scene of an accident on Interstate 35 when the crane fell on the fire
truck, causing traffic to be backed up for miles on the highway.

BLAIR from page 1

France launched efforts to
heal lingering wounds linked
to its colonial legacy, holding its
first annual commemoration of
victims of the slave trade earlier
this year.

The Church of England voted
this year to apologize for its role

in the slave trade, while in the
United States, banking giant
JP Morgan Chase also publicly
apologized after disclosing that
between 1831 and 1865 two of
its predecessor banks accepted
13,000 slaves as collateral on
loans and took ownership of
hundreds of them when planta-
tion owners defaulted.

Activists say the slave trade
was so odious that governments
must compensate the descen-
dants of those who suffered in
Africa, the Caribbean or Asia.

Proposals include writing off
debt to African nations or the
establishment of human rights
funds on behalf of communities
which suffered.

Tax Year.

Call now!

Contact:
Personnel Dept.

(254) 714-1040

JHWaco@yahoo.com

~JACKSON HEWITT

Interested in the accounting field?

Looking for a resume-worthy
experience?

Need a little extra cash?
The Waco area Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
offices want your help!

We are looking for tax preparers for the 2006

We want you, Baylor business students.

Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
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