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A DAY OF TERROR
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At 9:03 a.m., the second hijacked jet - United
Airlines Flight 175 - streaked into the south tower,
sending a fireball out the other side.

As occupants of the towers evacuated, emergency
crews mobilized and authorities pushed
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et & R — choreographed terrorist attack out of the surrounding blocks. ;
E § o against the United States, But the casualties and damage of

the initial crashes multiplied
horribly when the crippled towers
toppled.

hijackers crashed two airliners
into the World Trade Center in
New York on Tuesday, toppling its
twin 110-story towers. The attack
altered the skyline of Manhattan,
destroying two buildings where
50,000 people worked. The death
toll won't be known for weeks.

At 8:45 a.m., American Airlines
Flight 11 crashed into the face of
the north tower of the World
Trade Center, about 20 stories
below the top of the building.

| Severely weakened by the

| impacts, the towers probably fell,
say experts in skyscraper
construction, when intense heat
from the ensuing fires melted
crucial steel supports:
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. | second tower hit - collapsed as
A day of terror ] m floors caved onto one another.
T59am. 3 ' The f!re spread to adjacent o
American Airlines Flightl,a | buildings, including the Sstary
Boeing 767, departs Boston ! 7 World Trade Center. %
for Los Angeles with 92 ! ¥ iy
people on board. | R -
8:01a.m. |
United Flight 93 departs !
Newark International Airport
for San Francisco with 45
people on board.
8:14 a.m.

United Airlines Flight 175, a
Boeing 767, departs Boston
from Logan International
Airport for Los Angeles with
65 people on board.

8:45 am.

American Airlines Flight 11
crashes into the north tower
of the World Trade Center in
New York City.

9:03 a.m.

United Airlines Flight 175
"“'crashes into the south tower

of the World Trade Center.

9:31a.m.

President Bush calls the
crashes an “apparent
terrorist attack.”

9:40 a.m.

American Airlines Flight 77,
a Boeing 757, crashes into
the west side of the Pentagon
in Washington, D, collapsing
a side of the building. It was
en route from Dulles Airport
to Los Angeles with 64
people.

9:49 a.m.

The Federal Aviation
Administration shuts down
airports nationwide.

9:50 a.m.
Two World Trade Center - the
second tower hit - collapses.

10:29 a.m.
One World Trade Center
collapses.

10:37 a.m.

United Airlines Flight 93 from
Newark, N.J, to San Francisco
crashes 80 miles southeast
of Pittsburgh, in Shanksville,
Pa.

10-11:30 a.m.

Government buildings
around the country are
evacuated, including the
Capitol and the White House.
The United Nations closes
down. The Securities and
Exchange Commission closes
all US. financial markets for
the day.

2:51pm. .

The US. Navy sends missile
destroyers and other
equipment to New York and
Washington, D.C.

5:25 p.m.

A third building collapses, 7
World Trade Center.

WORLD TRADE CENTER FACTS

‘Then, at 10:29 am. the north tower
collapsed. Just before nightfall,
‘the evacuated 7 World Trade
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Sealing off New York City
Several subway lines were immediately
- shut down. Trading on Wall Street was

suspended. New York's mayoral primary election
“& was postponed. All bridges and tunnels into Manhattan
Ne ¥ were closed. A partial list of New York City closings in
International = response to the World Trade Center attack.
Airport 5’&;
' N « The1,2, 3,4 and 9 subway lines were temporarily suspended due to power
~ S problems. .
# There was limited outbound service on the Long Island Rail Road.
< There was limited outbound service on Metro-North railroad.
i ’ Ty # PATH trains to New Jersey were shut down.
! R N P .~ # The Metropolitan Museum of Art was closed.
5 ! « The Brooklyn Public Library was closed.

- g i T # Classes were canceled at St. John's University.
- s T Sl g # The New York Stock Exchange, the Nasdaq Stock Market and the American

¢ & StockExchange were closed for the day.

.~ eThelonglsland Expressway westbound to New York City was closed at

! < ' *  exit 61in Suffolk County.
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« Construction began: 1966

« Completed (open for tenancy) 1970:

« Dedicated: April 1973

« Architects: Minoru Yamasaki & Associates and Emey Ruth

« Owner; Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

« Configuration: Complex of six buildings, including two 110-story towers, the 22-story Vista International
Hotel and three low-rise buildings on a 16-acre site.

« Major tenants: Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, Sumitomo Bank, US. Customs House, New
York Mercantile Exchange and more than 1,000 other business and trade organizations.

* Workers: 50900

# Visitors: As many as 200,000 daily or an average 70,000 visitors.

« Parking: Space for 2,000 cars. (Since the 1993 bombing, there is no longer any public parking)
# Elevators: 254 in the World Trade Center

« Windows: 43,600 windows

Source: The Oregonian research

RESEARCH BY JANET CLEAVELAND, LISA KING/THE OREGONIAN
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Overall length: 159 feet, 2 inches
Wingspan: 156 feet, 1inch
Maximum speed: 414 mph
Weight: 176,200 Ibs. (empty)

Fuel capacity: 13,900 gallons

American Airfines Flight 11
92 aboard, crashed into World Trade Center, North Tower

United Airlines Flight 175
65 aboard, crashed into World Trade Center, South Tower

STEVE COWDEN/THE OREGONIAN

0&A ON
THE ATTACKS

Q: What was attacked in New
York and Washington and

when?

A: At 8:45 a.m. EDT, American

Flight 11 slammed into One World
Trade Center, the complex’s north
tower, in New York. Eighteen min-
utes later, United Flight 175

crashed into Two World Trade Cen- '
ter, the south tower. At 9:43 a.m.,
American Flight 77 crashed into
the Pentagon. At 9:50 a.m,, the
north tower at the World Trade
Center collapsed. About 10 a.m.,
United Flight 93 crashed about 80 °
miles from Pittsburgh, and the
plane was reported to be turning
toward Washington when it went
down. At 10:29 a.m., the south tow-
er toppled. At 5:25 p.m., Seven
World Trade Center, an evacuated
47-story building, collapsed in
flames.

Q@: Who is responsible?

A: That is not immediately known,
but federal authorities identified
terrorist mastermind Osama bin
Laden as the prime suspect.

Q: How many people died?

A: Too early to tell, but hundreds
of people aboard the planes died,
and an untold number of others
were feared buried in the rubble of
the twin towers. Thousands were
injured at the World Trade Center.

Q: Where were the planes
headed, and how many were
aboard?

A: American Flight 11, a Boeing 767
headed from Boston to Los Angel-
es, was carrying 81 passengers,
nine flight attendants and two pi-
lots; American Flight 77, a Boeing
757 from Washington to Los Angel-
es, had 58 passengers, four flight
attendants and two pilots; United
Flight 93, a Boeing 757 from New-
ark, N.J., to San Francisco, had 38
passengers, five flight attendants
and two pilots; and United Flight
175, a Boeing 767 from Boston to
Los Angeles, was carrying 56 pas-
sengers, seven attendants and two
pilots.

Q: How do we know the planes
were hijacked?

A: At 9:58 a.m., an emergency dis-
patcher received a cell phone call
from a man who said he was a pas-
senger locked in a bathroom
aboard United Flight 93, said dis-
patch supervisor Glenn Cramerin |
Westmoreland County, Pa. “We are
being hijacked!” the caller said.
Also, Barbara Olson, a former con-
gressional investigator and wife of
U.S. Solicitor General Theodore Ol
son, was aboard American Flight

77 and twice called her husband.
She described some details of the
hijacking, including that the at-
tackers were using knifelike in-
struments, law enforcement offi-
cials said.

Q: When will commercial
planes start flying again?

A: The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, which at 9:43 a.m. halted
all U.S. air traffic for the first time,
said the ban would not be Jifted
until noon EDT today, at the
earliest. Some airports also were
evacuated.

Q: Where was President Bush?
A: He was in Sarasota, Fla., when
the attacks began, then went to
Barksdale Air Force Base, La.,
where he stayed 90 minutes be-
fore going to Offutt Air Force Base,
Neb. There, at the headquarters of
the U.S. Strategic Command, which
controls U.S. nuclear weapons,
Bush convened a National Security
Council meeting by teleconfer-
ence. Two fighter jets circled the
base, and nearby roads were
closed during the president’s stay.
Bush then returned to Washington
to address the nation on televi-
sion.

Q: Where were other top gov-
ernment officials?

A: Vice President Dick Cheney re-
mained in a nearly deserted White
House. House Speaker Dennis Has-
tert, next in the line of presidential
succession after Cheney, and
other top leaders of Congress
were taken to a secure govern-
ment facility 75 miles west of
Washington. Secretary of State
Colin Powell cut short a trip to
South America to return to Wash-
ington. Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan was returning
from a banking conference in Swit-
zerland.

Q: What did the U.S. military
do?
A: The military was ordered to
Threat Level Delta, the highest
level, at least in the Washington
area, according to Air Force Capt.
Tatiana Stead at Andrews Air
Force Base. Black-uniformed Se-
cret Service agents with machine
guns patrolled the White House
grounds, and fighter jets circled
over the city. The Navy sent mis-
sile destroyers and other vessels
to New York and Washington.

- The Associated Press




