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ATTACK ON AMERICA DM VA R

National
Response

To Terror

FEMA Leads Effort;
Borders Tightened

By Epwarp WaLsH
Washington Post Staff Writer

Federal agencies activated emer-
gency procedures across the coun-
try yesterday in response to the
deadly attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York and the Penta-
gon.

While most government offices
in Washington closed shortly after
the attacks, the federal response in-
cluded dispatching emergency
search-and-rescue teams, medical
personnel and supplies and law en-
forcement agents to the scenes of
the carnage, as well as implement-
ing the highest level of security
measures at key government in-
stallations, other important public
facilities and points of entry to the
country.

Senior congressional leaders
were taken to a secure government
facility about 75 miles west of Wash-
ington in the immediate aftermath
of the well-coordinated attacks but
were later returned to the nation’s
capital.

Meanwhile, other top govern-
ment officials rushed to emergency
command centers in Washington
and throughout the country to re-
spond to the World Trade Center
and Pentagon attacks and to pre-
pare for potential incidents amid
mounting uncertainty and anxiety.

The officials included Transpor-
tation Secretary Norman Y. Mineta,
who gathered with senior White
House aides in the White House
command center to monitor activ-
ities after the attacks.

The federal response was largely
coordinated by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency from its
headquarters in Washington. Mary
Margaret Walker, a spokeswoman
for the agency, said FEMA also acti-
vated its 10 regional emergency re-
sponse centers across the country.
She said that about 800 FEMA per-
sonnel were one duty at the Wash-
ington headquarters and regional
centers as of late yesterday.

FEMA also dispatched eight ur-
ban search-and-rescue teams to
New York and four teams to the
Pentagon to assist local rescue ef-
forts, Walker said. She said the
teams sent to the Pentagon were
from Fairfax and Montgomery
counties, Virginia Beach and Ten-
nessee. Search-and-rescue. teams
from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Indiana, Missouri and Califor-
nia were sent to New York, Walker
said. Walker also said that the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers had been
told to prepare for debris removal at
the New York site.

FEMA Director Joe M. Allbaugh
was attending a meeting of emer-
gency managers in Montana when
the attacks occurred and immedi-
ately left for Washington, Walker
said.

The Department of Health and
Human Services sent four medical
disaster-assistance teams to the
New York area and three teams to
the Washington area. Each team has
about 35 physicians, nurses and
emergency technicians, the depart-
ment said in a statement.

HHS also sent four mortuary op-
erational response teams to New
York and three to Washington to
help identify the dead and prepare
them for burial. .

A department statement said
HHS Secretary Tommy G. Thomp-
son also authorized an emergency
shipment of medical supplies to
New York and, for the first time
since it was created, activated a na-
tional medical emergency system
that would make about 7,000 volun-
teer doctors, nurses, pharmacists
and other medical personnel avail-
able in the attack areas.

The Navy said the hospital ship
Comfort, which is stationed in Balti-
more and is able to care for 500 pa-
tients at a time, was prepared to sail
for New York if requested by local
officials.

Jim Michie, a spokesman for the
US. Customs Service, said the
agency put its agents on its highest
security alert, called a code red, at
all land and sea points of entry to
the country. He said that the U.S.
borders with Canada and Mexico
remained open but that at all points
of entry, the Customs Service was
engaged in “sustained, intensive an-
ti-terrorism operations.”

The Coast Guard also put its
forces on a heightened state of alert
and dispatched ships and aircraft to
New York. Cmdr. Jim McPherson, a
Coast Guard spokesman, said two
helicopters from Cape Cod and two
from Atlantic City were sent to New
York to assist in medical evacua-
tions. He said a 270-foot Coast
Guard cutter, three 110-foot coastal
patrol boats and seven smaller boats
were also en route to New York har-
bor to provide security and to assist
in transporting emergency rescue
and medical personnel by water be-
tween New York and New Jersey.

Starts tomorrow! Shop early, shop late, 9 am to 10 pm

Shoe & Boot Sale of the Season

Great savings and choices on urban sport shoes, boots, mules, pumps & loafers!

Sale 4999 NineWest Sale 49.99' Reaction Kenneth Cole
Mules n taupe, ey, black or camouflage nubuck, Casual leather oxfords in back, camel or burgundy, Reg. $79
orblockleather Reg 88

Lowest Price Ever

Sale 59.99 Franco Sarto
Leather loafers in biack, brown or newy. Reg, 79.99

Sale 49.99 Bandolino
Suede boots in camel or black. Alsa in black or brown leather. Reg. $69

Sale 99.99' Enzo Angiolini

Stretch faux leather boots in brown, camel, black or burgundy, Reg. $139

Sale 69.99° Famous American Designer Once-a-Season Sale

Brown croco-embossed leather pumps. Sﬂ'ﬂ 4999 Etienne Aigner

Also in black or navy leather. Reg. $38 & $105 Tasseled loafers in black leather with tweed vamp
and 5 other colors Reg. 6499

Sale 99.99" Steve Madden Sale 4999 Anne Klein 2
Platform leather boots in black. Reg. $120 Silvertone chain sandals on black heel or goldtone chain
on gold heel. Reg. $69

The Signature of American Style

*Reduction off ticketed prices will be taken at the register. No adjustments to prior sale purchases.
Selected collections, not every style and size in every store. All shoes sizes 6 to 1 some in extended sizes
Sale ends Sunday, September 23d, except for clearance items or as noted. Our regular and o es are offering prices only and m: ted in sales. Advertised merchandise may be available at sale prices in upcoming sale events
Charge it with your Lord & Taylor C We also accept Amenican Express, MasterCard” Visa® and the Discover” Card vior location nearest you, please call 1-800-223-7440, 8 am to 10 pm [ET) any day




