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exas may dodge economic woes

By Kelley Shannon
The Associated Press

AUSTIN  — Gov. Rick Perry
and the state comptroller warned
Wednesday that the national eco-
nomic crisis is starting to seep
into state government, but they
said Texas is in better position
than most states to weather the
storm.

Slower sales tax growth and
other financial factors, like sag-
ging public pension funds, are
among their concerns and will
be awaiting lawmakers when the
Legislature convenes in January.
Comptroller Susan Combs will tell
legislators immediately before the
session how much state money is
available to spend.

“Our state will not go
untouched,” Combs said of the
national recession, as she pre-
sented online ways for the pub-
lic and elected officials to better
watch over government spending.

“I don’t think it's a mystery that
sales tax revenue is down from a
robust growth.”

Two years ago sales tax was
growing at a rate of 12 percent,
and now that has slowed to 5 per-
cent, she said. The state has been
helped by sales in the energy sec-
tor, but sales tax revenue is soft-
ening at some individual retail
stores, Combs said.

Texas has been spared the
housing downturn that hit some
regions of the country, in part
because home prices didn’t sky-
rocket to “stratospheric” levels as
they did in other states, Combs
said. She said the number of home
foreclosures in Texas is relatively
low compared with other places,
like Nevada.

At a separate event Wednesday,
Perry met privately with represen-
tatives of the auto, retail and res-
taurant trade associations to see
how the economic crisis is affect-
ing their industries. Before the

meeting, Perry told news reporters
that Texas has created a business-
friendly environment and that it
must keep working to create jobs
and maintain its competitive edge
in the difficult national economy.

Perry, who joined other gover-
nors in meeting with President-
elect Barack Obama on Tuesday
and praised Obama for reaching
out to consider states’ needs, said
Texas is one of only nine states
with a budget surplus.

However, only part of Texas’
projected $11 billion surplus was
uncommitted to spending, and
now costs from Hurricane Ike and
Medicaid enrollment growth are
likely to take up that money.

Perry said budget constraints
resulting from the economic slow-
down could make it difficult to
return surplus money to taxpay-
ers, as he’d once hoped. But he
said “it's a wise conversation to
have for future legislators, future
executives of the state ,Af to have

a tool, if you have a surplus ... to
be able to redistribute that back to
the people.”

He said he and some legisla-
tors are concerned state general
revenue could be needed to shore
up public pension funds, such as
the retired teachers fund.

“It is important for us to keep
our pension funds solvent,” Perry
said.

Perry said he is not worried that
companies receiving money from
his Texas Enterprise Fund will
fail to keep their promises to cre-
ate jobs in the state, even though
some of the firms are struggling
amid the national financial crisis.

‘I don’t worry about enterprise
fund companies because we have
a very clear contract with them
and a clawback provision,” which
requires a company to pay money
back to the state if it doesn’t cre-
ate the promised number of jobs,

Please see ECONOMY, page 8

Courtesy Photos
Texas Gov. Rick Perry (Right) greets Sam Pack (left) as John Esparza
looks on, as they begin a meeting with leaders of key trade associations
Wednesday in Austin.

Mission Waco helps
spread holiday spirit
through toys, giving

By Chad Shanks
Staff writer

Mission Waco’s annual
Christmas Toy Store opens
this Saturday to brighten Waco
children’s holidays by provid-
ing discount toys for low-
income families.

The Christmas Toy Store
sells new unopened toys
donated by the community to
local parents for 20 percent of
the original retail price.

~ Season of sha
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“Our philosophy at Mission
Waco is to preserve integrity
and instill pride in the people
who come through our pro-
gram. We want parents to be
able to say they bought Christ-
mas presents for their children
with their own money,” said
Joyce Brammer, Mission Waco’s
special events planner.

According to Mission Waco
Director Jimmy Dorrell, the
Christmas Toy Store originat-
ed in the late '90s when sev-
eral people wanted to sponsor
poor families for Christmas,
but their well-intentioned
approaches didn’t allow par-
ents to be a part of the giving.

“I heard about this model

from a man in Atlanta and we
decided it fit our empowerment
approach. After doing it the
first year, we were convinced
that it was a perfect model for
helping. Those who had been
blessed got to give and those
who struggled finally had the
joy of buying for their own
children,” Dorrell said.

The store opens Saturday
from 9 am. to 12 p.m. at the
Mission Waco Children’s Cen-
ter at 1525 West Ave. It will
also open on Dec. 10, 13 and
17.

The first two openings are
reserved for families previously
affiliated with Mission Waco to
give those who need the most

ring

Courtesy Photo

Members of the motorcycle group Riders of the Son stand in line to donate toys to the Mission Waco Christmas toy store. The store sells toys to low
income families for a lower price and will opens Saturday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Mission Waco Children’s Center.

help the first opportunity. The
final two openings are avail-
able to the general public.

Brammer expects to go
through over 10,000 toys and
anticipates about 700 parents
shopping for over 2,600 local
children, up 20 percent from
2007.

“Parents can come in with
a $20 bill and walk out with
$100 worth of merchandise.
They can get larger gifts like
boom boxes and bicycles that
would normally be untouch-
able to lower-income families.
It’s also a chance for us to help
the members of the

Please see TOYS, page 8

Sustainability
remains focus
of committee

By Christina Kruse and
Jennifer Sutton
Reporters

A carbon footprint is the
measure of the impact that
human activities have on the
environment, measured in
units of carbon dioxide.

With 14,541 pairs of under-
graduate feet walking on cam-
pus, many environmentally
conscious Baylor employees,
professors and students have
realized the university’s need to
reduce its carbon footprint.

In fall 2007, the University
Sustainability Committee was
created. Already, the commit-
tee has tackled recycling and
energy conservation efforts on
campus.

“l believe that as a Chris-
tian it is my responsibility not
just to care for God’s creation,
but also to teach others to do
the same,” said Vance Woods,
third-year master’s student in
the J.M. Dawson Institute of
Church-State studies and mem-
ber of the USC.

The USC has joined forces
with the City of Waco and Keep
Waco Beautiful in order to keep
the community green.

All of the committee’s efforts
are focused on long-term envi-
ronmental sustainability.

“As we continue and expand
upon these programs, 1 hope
our work will spark thoughts,
conversationsand actionsin our
community for environmental
stewardship,” said Dallas senior

Robert Kent, undergraduate
representative to the USC. “In a
larger context, I think that the
USC could make Baylor a very
strong voice for Christian envi-
ronmental stewardship and a
leader in this field for the larger
Christian community.”

Kent said he also hopes that
the university will create a posi-
tion that solely concentrates on
environmental sustainability.

“A year from now, we should
all be doing our part in the sus-
tainability effort on campus
without even having to think
aboutit,” Woods said. “It should
be second nature.”

The committee knows what
steps to take, but itis just a mat-
ter of when to take them, said
Carl Flynn, director of market-
ing and communications for
information technology and
university libraries.

“It’'s an assessment of (the
steps) we've done and meeting
with folks to determine what it
actually takes to do this plan,”
he said.

This teamwork is evident at
Baylor athletic events, which
both Waco and Baylor commu-
nity members attend.

The athletics recycling pro-
gram was jumpstarted after
a grant, funded by the Texas
Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality, was awarded to the
City of Waco, Keep Waco Beau-
tiful and the Heart of Texas
Council of Governments.

The grant covered two

Please see USC, page 5

Class experiments with coconuts to create profit

By Sommer Ingram
Staff writer

Dr. Steve Bradley’s Social
Entrepreneurship and Economic
Development class is learning
the art of turning trash into cash
for underprivileged nations.

The class is working on a
project that utilizes the fiber of a
coconut’s outermost shell, literal-
ly turning itinto a profitable busi-
ness for developing countries.
The class has spent the semester
engaging in a feasibility study
to determine whether starting a
business based on these coco-

nut shells will be profitable in
Ghana, Liberia, Brazil, Mexico,
Indonesia, and Sri Lanka.
“These countries don’t have a
lot to offer,” Bradley said. “Their
educational situations have been
very poor, so they don’t have the
same knowledge that our coun-
try does. But what they do have
is fairly unique resources.”
Bradley partnered with his
father, Dr. Walter Bradley, distin-
guished professor of engineer-
ing, to develop technology that
will make waste products such
as the coconut shell profitable.
One major use the researchers

have come up with for the coco-
nut fibers is to use them to make
truck liners, door panels, and
floorboards in automobiles.

“We are developing technol-
ogy that has the potential to pro-
vide economic stimulation and
demand in these poor nations,”
Walter Bradley said. “If we can
help them make more money off
of this, then their income will go
up, and that’s our ultimate goal

The researchers have already
engaged in conversations with
Hobbs Bonded Fibers, a large
fiber processing company who
provides services to General

Motors, Toyota, Nissan, and
Honda, about the coconut fiber.

“They (Hobbs) already sell
large volumes of conventional
material, which is polyester, to
these automobile companies,”
Walter Bradley said. “When we
came to them with the idea about
the coconut fiber, they talked to
the automobile companies, and
they were extremely enthusias-
tic.”

If the project proves to be fea-
sible, the U.S. will buy the nec-
essary equipment for processing
the coconuts in the developing
nations and hire locals there to

complete the processing and pre-
paring for export.

“We can get conglomerates of
people — in this case, farmers —
1to putin the resources and then
get back what they put in,” said
Lago Vista senior Amanda Casey,
a student in the class. "Our goal
at the beginning of all of this was
to create something to employ
people, and the beauty of this
business is that it gives them an
opportunity to help themselves.
We just give them the plan of
how to start everything; the rest
is up to them.”

In Brazil and Sri Lanka, the

land to cultivate the coconuts
has already been rented. But
none of the equipment has been
purchased for the processing of
the coconut fiber.

“The initial capital invest-
ment is anywhere from $50,000
to $100,000,” Steve Bradley said.
“So the risk is pretty high, and
we are trying to get people here
toinvestin that. Butif the returns
are good and the social benefits
are high enough, it will be well
worth it.”

Unlikesomeresourcesthatare

Please see COCONUT, page 8
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Editorial

Voluntary
pay cuts
praisable
in time of
recession

The recent mortgage crisis has led
to financial troubles throughout the
country. The stock and equity markets
have taken a nose dive, which in turn
has spread to other parts of the econ-
omy. From banking giants to automak-
ers and the downtown mom-and-pop
stores, the economy is struggling.

It hasn’'t been any easier on uni-
versities. Although most schools have
enough funding to continue basic
operation involving classes and general
upkeep, other portions of universities
are suffering.

For example, Baylor had recent-
ly eclipsed the $1.1 billion mark in
endowments, but fell below $1 billion
in recent weeks. Endowments are funds
that accrue interest over time, giving
the university more buying power than
if the original donation was spent at
once.Since the billion-dollar mark is
one of the keys to becoming a tier-one
university, a loss of at least $100 million
is a hard pill to swallow.

That’s why several college presidents
are leading the charge in stemming
their own checkbooks. According to
the New York Times, Mark S. Wrighton
of Washington University announced
he would take a five percent cut in his
salary.

Amy Gutmann, the University
of Pennsylvania’s president, made a
$100,000 donation to her school. The
president of the University of Washing-
ton declined a raise and the president
of Washington State University volun-

N THE LORD QESUS HIMSELF S,

T iS MoRE BLESSED TO 6iVE THAN To RECEVE"”
ACtS z2oizs

WELL DoNE, MR. PRESIDENT.

o

teered a $100 thousand pay cut.

As leaders of an institution, the pres-
ident’s actions are followed closely and
with good reason. Showing financial
restraint will go a long way in provid-
ing a model for students, faculty and
staff, as well as the regents who make
monetary decisions for the university.

Not every school follows that plan.
The California State University system,
which runs 23 schools in the state,
recently increased the salary of eight
vice presidents. Twenty-six faculty
members of the California State Uni-
versity Sacramento campus wrote a col-
umn in the student newspaper, calling
it “irresponsible leadership.” That does
not bode well for a system that has to
deny nearly 10,000 students this year.

Furthermore, responsible financing
reminds the school’s populace that a

university’s purpose is to educate, not
to make money.

Many times a president is seen as
the chief executive officer, the man
in charge of creating a vision for the
school. It is comforting to know that
these few presidents have the school’s
best interests in mind.

Some may say that the returned
funds are not enough to make a dif-
ference. True, a $100 thousand addi-
tion to the budget won’t make up for a
$250 million loss, but it will set a good
example for the rest of the university.
Besides, if the president offers a conser-
vative fiscal solution to the problem, his
stance will have much greater leverage
when his actions synchronized with his
statements.

More college presidents should take
this into consideration. Granted, there

are different situations for each indi-
vidual and not every university luxuri-

ously pays its president.

The Chronicle of Higher Education
lists the median salary for public uni-
versity presidents at $427,400. Even
though some college presidents are
making well above the average, they are
still forgoing a hefty percentage of their

income.

Elson S. Floyd, the president of
Washington State University who vol-
unteered to take a $100 thousand pay
cut, will lose 13.8 percent of his $725
thousand paycheck this year. The fact
that he was willing to sacrifice any of

his own money at all is commendable.

Those presidents that have put their
university before their own monetary
interest during this recession sets an

example that others should follow.

Corrections Policy

The Baylor Lariat is committed to
ensuring fair and accurate reporting and
will correct errors of substance on Page 2.
Corrections can be submitted to the edi-
tor by sending an e-mail to Lariat_letters@
baylor.edu or by calling 254-710-4099.

On page of five of Wednesday’s paper,
the wild art features Adam Garst play-
ing the Viscount de Valvert not Callen
McLaughlin playing Christian de Neuville
in Baylor Theatre’s Cyrano de Bergerac.

A subscription to the Lariat costs $45
for two semesters. Send check or money
order to One Bear Place #97330, Waco,
TX, 76798-7330 or e-mail Lariat_ads@
baylor.edu. Visa, Discover and Master-
Card payments may be phoned to 254-

CSU’s decision is easily-justified

While 1 agree with the Tues-
day’s editorial’s view that increased
opportunities for higher education
are a beneficial thing for our society,
the state of California’s decision to
roll back student admissions is an
easily-justified one.

California has run a budget
deficit in the billions for several
years now, and with the recent pas-
sage of Propositions 1A, 3 and 12,
the deficit looks only to get larger,
barring a massive increase in taxes
or the beginning of oil drilling off
the coast of California (neither of
which will likely occur anytime in

Letters to the editor

DeVry University or the University
of Phoenix.

These institutions provide qual-
ity training and preparation for
those enrolled in fields such as
information technology, business,
and nursing, and though they
don’t carry the prestige of other
schools, many of their qualified
graduates still find work in their
respective fields.

And though their endowments
might not grow at the same rate as
the past few years, I think Harvard
and Boston College will survive the
economic recession just fine with
their respective estimated endow-
ments of $30 to 36 billion and $1.8
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the near future).

Furthermore, the CSU system
will benefit from raising their
admission standards, since their
retention and graduation rates will
likely rise by not accepting less
qualified students.

Fortunately for Californians,
many of them have the reason-
able option, if denied immediate
entry into a state school, to enter
vocational institutions such as ITT
Tech and professional schools like

billion.
Aaron Bae
History & American Studies,
08

Kudos for coverage of city meeting

I was really impressed to see
The Lariat had someone covering
Tuesday’s city council meeting.
Thank you for doing that. Kudos
to Chad Shanks for his article.

Elizabeth Smith, ’85
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ACROSS

1 Kind of crazy?

5 Changes to fit

11 Train unit

14 Lois of the Daily Planet
15 Business magnate
16 Corrida cry

17 Part 1 of a quip

19 Kingston Trio hit
20 Went out with

21 Stink and then some
22 Email attack?

23 Musician’s booking
25 Fridge raiders

27 Part 2 of quip

32 Light gray

33 Horse’s morsel

34 Got edgy

37 Covergirl Cheryl
40 Part 3 of quip

42 Transactions

43 Singer Emmylou
45 Old Turkish title

47 Toledo uncle

48 Part 4 of quip

52 Strands, in a way
54 Willickers!

55 Velvety plant

56 Power input point
59 Haste result

63 Mel of baseball

64 End of quip

66 Oolong, for one

67 Varnish ingredients
68 Related

69 Summer hours at MIT
70 Betel nut sources
71 Singletons

DOWN

1 Finished a steal

2 Cheerio!

3 Part of VMI

4 Play an improper card
5 Off-roader, for short
6 Color changer

7 Lot of land

8 Packing a punch

9 Deleted

10 Cone or Cat prefix
11 Pay

12 Bridal path terminus
13 Quantities of paper
18 Check the prose

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

22 Waxing result

24 Sticky stuff

26 Went quickly
27 Lattice strip
28 Nepal's place
29 A/C controller

30 Hood’s gun =
31 Hawke or Coen

35 Yale grads &
36 Brit. decorations 43
38 Matures

39 Knights' titles

-48

41 Souffle ingredient 52188
44 Brandy balloon 55

46 Mo. for Leos =

49 Latin being

50 Politico Gingrich &6

51 Crude shelter 9

52 Dispatched biblical-style

53 Observed

57 Classic saga

58 Point of California
60 Before long

61 Enameled metalware
62 Extremes

64 Writer Levin

65 Sound of a slow leak

By Alan P. Olschwang
Huntington Beach, CA

12/4/08
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point of view

Proving
God exist
IS a heavy-
duty chore

I 'was crammed into a middle seat.
The guy in front was practically in
my lap and [ had my arms drawn in
tightly as I pecked furiously on the
keyboard. God glanced over. “What
are you working on?” He asked.

“A column,” 1 said. “About you,
in fact.”

He lifted an eyebrow. “Oh? What
did T do now?”

“Well, not you per se,” I admit-
ted. “It’s about this Atheist group,
the American Humanist Association.
They stirred up folks in Washington,
D.C., recently by running a billboard
on the buses. It said, ‘Why believe in
a god?”

God was curious, so I passed Him
the computer. Just then, the plane
lurched vio-
lently. The
guy next to
me spilled
his drink and

muttered a f =
curse. God @48 I
paid no atten- [RETMRCHBTINE
tion. When

He finished reading, He passed the
computer back. “That’s not about
me,” He said. “It's about defending
their right to free speech.”

“Sure,” 1 said. “What else would
I do?”

God shrugged. “Why not just
answer their question?”

“What do you mean?”

“Well you know,” He said, “you've
got the holidays coming. Might be
appropriate to remind people of who
they’re thankful to.”

I considered it. “That could be a
good idea,” I said.

He gave me a look. “OK, OK,”
I said, “ALL your ideas are good.
But you know, proving you exist is
a heavy-duty philosophical chore. 1
suppose 1 could go with the com-
plexity of life argument, talk about
how if people see something as
unremarkable as a cardboard box
they assume it had a maker, but if
they see something as intricately
designed as a person — or heck, an
amoeba —some folks say, ‘Oh, it just
... happened.”

God was unimpressed. “I don’t
need you to prove I exist,” He said.
“l am the great 1 am, remember?
Besides, that billboard doesn’t ask for
proof of my existence. It asks, why
believe? Isn't that a fair question?”
He gave me an expectant look.

I looked past him, out the win-
dow. We floated above a deck of
clouds, the sun falling toward the
horizon, the whole world the color
of gold. It was like poetry in midair. I
said, “I believe because I've seen you.
And because I've heard you.”

The plane jolted again. Two rows
behind, a baby started shrieking,
hitting notes I'd have sworn were
impossible for a human larynx. The
man ahead of me shifted heavily in
his seat. My tray table pressed hard
against my stomach.

God gave a smile I couldn’t read.
“It’s not all poetry in the sky,” he
said. “Where you see poetry, some-
body else sees only a flaming ball of
gas circling the earth, light refracted
through crystals of ice and pollution
in the air. Where you see eternity,
someone else sees an ocean. Where
you hear my voice, someone else
hears thunder.”

“What are you getting at?” 1
asked.

“What do you see then?” He said.
“What do you hear when no one
else sees or hears? When you walk
in places where no one knows your
name? When you curse the broken-
ness of your own life? When flood
and famine strike the wretched and
the vulnerable? When the diagnosis
is cancer? Do you see me then? Do
you hear me then?”

It took me a moment. “Some-
times,” I said finally. “Not always.”
I thought about it a second, then
added: “But I'm always trying.”

“Why?” asked God.

Ilooked past him. The sun seemed
to be sinking into the clouds. The sky
was growing dark.” Because nothing
else makes sense to me,” I said.

God smiled.

The captain announced that we
were about to land. We were asked
to shut down and stow our electri-
cal equipment. The guy in front
returned his seat to its full upright
and locked position. The baby kept
squalling. Moments later, the plane
touched the tarmac. It had been an
awful flight and 1 was glad to be
home.

“Thank God,” I whispered.

“You're welcome,” He said.

Leonard Pitts Jr., winner of the
2004 Pulitzer Prize for commentary, is
a columnist for the Miami Herald.
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McAllen senior Miriam Castro stands beside a rack of clothes in Pink, her newly opened botique. She decided to open
a store after recognizing the need to fill the name-brand clothes store niche in Waco.

New botique aims to fill niche

By Jillian Henderson
Reporter

Pink is not only a Victoria’s
Secret brand name, but a new
store started by a Baylor stu-
dent.

McAllen senior, Miriam Cas-
tro, opened her new store, Pink,
Nov. 18.

Castro started the store to
give Baylor women a place to
shop that is reasonably priced
and close to campus.

The store, located at 1219
Speight Avenue, across from
Scruffy Murphy’s, is mainly tar-
geted toward college women,
with brand-name clothes that
appeal to those in the Baylor
community.  Castro carries
women’s clothing, including
semi-casual dresses, dressy
shirts, and accessories. The store
carries famous brands including
Ed Hardy, Free People, BCBG,
Lucy Love and other boutique
fashions.

“Pink is my favorite color,
I'm all about pink,” Castro said,
explaining the reason behind
her store name.

Pinkis open Monday through
Friday, from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
and on Saturday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m.

The store is laid out in a bou-
tique style, with one room con-
taining several racks of clothing.
In the front of the store are two
display windows showing off
some of the fashions available.
The room is a pink shade, with
turquoise stripes adorning the
top of the walls. The check-out
island is located at the back of
the store, covered in a zebra
style print.

To make customers shopping
experiences more enjoyable and
relaxing, Castro plays house
music.

Two fitting rooms located in
the back of the store for custom-
ers.

Castro said she started the
store because she didn’t want to
have a normal college job. She
said, “I love fashion, but it was
difficult to find a place to shop
in Waco, so I found out what I
needed to do to start my own
business.”

Even though the store just
opened, Castro has already had
several satisfied customers.

“I really like the styles at the
store, they’re really modern, and
the prices are very good,” Hous-
ton senior Jenny Liro said.

According to Castro, the
prices at Pink are much lower

than her competitors.

“I'm trying to keep it afford-
able for college students.” She
said. “Prices range from around
$15 and $30, but there are some
prices that are above and below
this range.”

Castro said that she plans on
posting special holiday hours
and special hours during finals
on the door of the store for the
convenience of shoppers.

Though Pink only carries
women’s clothing, men can also
stop by and get accessories or
pick up something for their girl-
friends for the upcoming holi-
days.

“I would shop at Pink for my
girlfriend Jenny, because the
prices are good, the service is
great, and the styles are hot.”
said Nathan Stanton, owner of
Stanton Woodworks in Waco.

Castro is also offering spe-
cial deals for Baylor students.
If students show their Baylor
indentification, they will receive
a 10 percent discount off of their
purchases anytime they come in.
Pink now accepts major credit
cards, debit cards, and cash.

To get customers in the holi-
day spirit, Castro is offering free
holiday gift-wrap for all pur-

chases.

CLASSIFIED

CALL TODAY (254) 710-3407

HOUSING

4BR/2BA large brick duplex
apartments. 4-6 tenants. Also
6BR/2BA house on Baghby.
Large 10 BR/5BA House. Days:
315-3827, evenings 799-
8480.

LEASE Available in January!
Very LARGE duplex 4 blocks
from Baylor. 2br/2ba, W/D, 3-5
students, Each $180 & up.
1312 Baghy. 817-715-5559

Now leasing for January 2009.
One BR units. Walk to class,
clean, well-kept. Rent start-
ing at $330. Call 754-4834.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. Cute
house, fenced yard, screened
in porch,2BR/1BA, W/D con-
nections. $720 + utilities.
754-1436, 1111 Speight.
New Brick Duplexes on Baghby,
4 BR, 2 Bth; $1100.00 per
month 1-254-749-2067.

6 month Sub Lease Available
January 2009. 1BR/1BA, well-
kept, starting at $695. 918-
607-9858

Brand new houses still avail-
able. STUDENTS and FACULTY
ONLY. Safe units with mature
tenants. Call Chip@ 254-379-
0284

EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING!!! Advertising
Representative Positions now
available at the Baylor Lariat
for Spring 2009. If interest-
ed, please visit www.baylor.
edu/lariat and download an
application. APPLY TODAY!

See the benefits of
placing your Classified

Advertisement in the
Baylor Lariat News-
paper. Call us Today!

(254) 710-3407

‘SLC Doctor’ prescription
for success: teamwork

by Alex Maxwell
Reporter

Dr. Sharon Stern, or to some
students, the “SLC Doctor,” has
been an Aggie and a Longhorn,
but currently serves Baylor
Bears as
the medi-
caldirector
of Baylor
Health
Services.

As med-
ical direc-
tor, Stern
deals with
admin-
istration
duties,
overseeing
all of the staff at the Health Cen-
ter, the pharmacy and physical
therapy, but sees patients for
the majority of her time.

Stern said that she really
likes working with students.
She said that getting to know
students and building with
them is really gratifying to her.

“When freshmen get here
they often need a mother, not
a doctor, but it’s great to watch
students grow and change,” she
said. “They become real adults,
not just legal adults.”

Stern explained that the best
part of her job is being able to
watch students over the years.

“I really do love it here, I
love the university,” said Stern.
“When we've had challenges
here, like meningitis, it’s real-
ly fascinating seeing all the
departments pull together and

Stern

work together. There are very
few settings where that can
happen.”

While she was in school, she
worked as a nurse’s aide at a
doctor’s office and as an aide in
The University of Texas health
center.

She was the first in her fam-
ily to have an interest in the
medical field. Stern’s father was
a choir director at East Texas
Baptist University and grew up
in a family of all church musi-
cians.

She veered far from the path
of her family and pursued a
medical career.

She started undergrad at
Texas A& M University, finished
at The University of Texas, and
continued at UT for medical
school.

While in residency in Hous-
ton, Stern married and started
a family with her husband,
Charles.

“We got tired of living in
Houston,” said Stern. “Charles
took a job with the Scott and
White Clinic here in Waco, so I
moved, for the first time, with-
out a job to go to.”

In September of this year, the
health services center became
accredited by the Accredita-
tion Association of Ambulatory
Health Care, and Stern came
on board as the medical direc-
tor the last few months of the
accreditation process.

‘T was offered a temporary
position in August of 1992 at
Baylor and really enjoyed it,”
said Stern. “I wanted to be able

to spend time with my kids so 1
continued to work part time up
until last March, which is when
1 became the Medical Director
here.”

“When we’ve had chal-
lenges here, like men-
ingitis, it’s really been
fascinating seeing all the
departments pull togeth-
er and work together.”

Sharon Stern
Medical Director
Baylor Health Services

Stern said that the time she
spends with students is greater
than the time she spends with
the staff, but thinks that the
group that works at the health
center is amazing.

The nursing staff described
Stern as a dedicated profession-
al who shows genuine concern
and compassion.

“She’s very thorough in
emergencies,” said Tina Dulock,
another appointment clerk at
the center. “She cares about the
students and very nice to the
staff”

A family woman, a compas-
sionate director, and a heart
that strives to relate to students,
Stern has combined every
aspect in her life to be able to
serve as the medical director of
Baylor Health Services.

Southern France
and study in London

Baylor in Great Britain 2009
July 9-August 12, 2009

15 spots still available

Openings in Psychology,
History/Medical Humanities
and Economics courses

Contact Julie LaStrape, 710-1223, Julie_ LaStrape@baylor.edu
www.baylor.edu/Britain

) BELIEVING IN YOURSELTF IS STRONG.

ACHIEVING WHAT YOU NEVER

_BELIEVED POSSIBLE IS ARMY STRONG.

There's strong. And then there's Army Strong.

There is no limit to the things you can learn from

one of over 150 career opportunities available to you
‘ﬁﬁ.'he Army. You can also receive money for college.
To find out more,\visit your local recruiter, log on to

oarmy-com or call 1-800-USA-ARMY.

—
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ARMY STRONG.

QUALIFY FOR A CASH BONUS UP TO $40,000
AND UP TO $73 (o]0 o FOR COLLEGE.

- Waco Army Recrmtlnq Statlon, 1200 Rlchland Drlve
Call 254 776-1546 today to learn more. GOARMY COM.

- ©2007. Paid for by the United States Army All rights reserved.

~'JACKSON HEWITT

- TRK SERVIGE

Need extra money for
Spring Break?

Interested in the accounting field?

The Waco area Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
offices want your help!

We are looking for tax preparers for the
2009 Tax Season.

Email Resume to Kris Jones

kris@wacojhtax.com
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Texas otficials say number of injuries to
mental health patients “disturbingly high”

By Jeff Carlton
The Associated Press

DENTON, Texas — For more
than a century, thousands of
mentally disabled Americans
were isolated from society, some-
times for life, by being confined
to huge state institutions.

In at least one place, they still
are.

Texas has more mentally
disabled patients in institutions
than any other state, and the fed-
eral government has concluded
that the state’s care system is
stubbornly out of step with mod-
ern mental health practices.

Critics allege that Texas
remains stuck in an era when
the mentally disabled were hid-
den away in large, impersonal
facilities far from relatives and
communities.

“In Texas, it’s like a time
warp,” said Jeff Garrison-Tate,
an advocate who wants to close
the 13 facilities called “state
schools” and move patients into
group homes.

For the third time in three
years, the criticism has attract-

ed the attention of the Justice
Department, which on Tuesday
accused Texas of violating resi-
dents’ constitutional rights to
proper care.

Investigators found that doz-
ens of patients died in the last
year from preventable condi-
tions, and officials declared that
the number of injuries was “dis-
turbingly high.”

In addition, hundreds of doc-
uments reviewed by The Asso-
ciated Press show that some
patients have been neglected,
beaten, sexually abused or even
killed by caretakers. Inspec-
tion reports also describe filthy
rooms and unsanitary kitchens.

Many of the nation’s men-
tally ill or disabled in the 1800s
were housed together in institu-
tions, sometimes called insane
asylums. But by the 1960s, most
experts concluded that mentally
disabled patients fared better in
smaller, community-based set-
tings.

The American Institution on
Intellectual and Developmen-
tal Disabilities says large care
facilities — usually those with
at least 16 residents — “enforce

an unnatural, isolated, and
regimented lifestyle that is not
appropriate or necessary.”

Because of those concerns,
eight states have abolished large
institutions for the mentally dis-
abled. Another 13 states closed
most of their largest facilities,
leaving just one open in each
state.

But Texas has remained “the
institution capital of America,”
said Charlie Lakin, director of
the Research and Training Cen-
ter on Community Living at the
University of Minnesota.

The 13 facilities in Texas
house nearly 5,000 residents —
more than six times the national
average.

On a per-capita basis, Texas
has 20.4 people per 100,000 in
large institutions, Lakin said.
The national average is 12.2
people.

Other states with large popu-
lations such as New York and
California —which have rates of
11.2 and 7.5 people, respectively
— rely far less on large institu-
tions.

Federal law requires the
mentally disabled to be treated

in “the most integrated setting”
possible — a factor that led to
the Justice Department rebuke
of Texas.

Laura Albrecht, a spokes-
woman for the Texas Depart-
ment of Aging and Disabil-
ity Services, said the agency is
expanding community-based
services.

Texas officials say keeping
the facilities open is a matter of
preserving as many treatment
options as possible.

But critics allege that “ware-
housing” patients in large insti-
tutions invites abuse. Patients
are isolated from their families
and communities, making regu-
lar contact with loved ones more
difficult. And caretakers often
get overwhelmed by the large
numbers of patients, Garrison-
Tate said.

In Texas, officials verified
465 incidents of abuse or neglect
against mentally disabled people
in state care in fiscal year 2007.
Over a three-month period this
summer, the state opened at
least 500 new cases with similar
allegations, according to federal
investigators.

end of the fall 2008 semester.

Triumphant march

Baylor Air Force Reserve Officers’ Training Corps members carry
the U.S. flag and the official flag for the Air Force Wednesday during
the parade on the Baylor Sciences Building fields to celebrate the

Alex Songl/Lariat Staff

USC from page 1

components: the first is an
education campaign used to
notify community members
about how to recycle correctly;
the second component pro-
vided enough funds to buy 20
recycling bins.

“The most valuable thing has
been the partnership with Keep
Waco Beautiful and the City
of Waco,” said Pattie Orr, vice
president for information tech-
nology.

Waco has loaned recycling
bins to the university so they
can be used at athletic venues
and other major outdoor events.
The city has also worked with
Baylor athletics to produce pub-
lic service announcements that
educate citizens how to correct-
ly recycle at athletic events.

“A lot of people who aren’t
just Baylor are learning about
recycling,” Orr said.

Members of the USC, Keep
Waco Beautiful, Baylor athlet-
ics staffers and the City of Waco
first met over the summer and
discussed athletic recycling
strategies and infrastructure.

The USC originally planned
to implement recycling at ath-

letic venues next year, but the
grant posed the opportunity to
advance plans.

“I don’t think I would have
attempted (the athletic recy-
cling) this year, but because
of the grant opportunity and
because of the encouragement
of those people who had been
working on outdoor stuff, 1
said, ‘Well, let’s talk about it.
Let’s see if we think we can do
it,” Orr said.

On campus, USC funded
recycling bins that have already
been placed in residence halls,
offices and classrooms.

In addition to recycling,
USCis focused on finding ways
to consume less energy and
produce less waste on campus.

“During the spring 2008
semester, we surveyed the cam-
pus population and found that
74 percent of Baylor’s campus
was in support of going tray-
less,” said Dave Thiel, service
manager for ARAMARK Dining
Services.

The committee is already
seeing results after removing
trays from the dining halls.

“When trays were avail-
able, we measured the amount
of food waste and on average,
each customer discarded a half

pound of food per meal period,”
Thiel said. “Tray-less campus
customers are only taking what
they will eat, and the waste has
been reduced to 0.13 pounds
per patron.”

After reducing the amount
of food the Baylor community

“(Baylor) ought to be in
touch with what the Waco
community is doing and
support them.”

Pattie Orr
Vice President for ITS

throws away, the USC is encour-
aging the same group to walk
and ride bikes more instead of
driving.

“How students get to and
from school is very impor-
tant to sustainability strategy.
Since this is an environmen-
tal and convenience issue, the
development of alternative
modes of transportation will
require a practical and nuanced
approach,” said Kent, who is
also head of the transportation
subcommittee.

The subcommittee’s main
goal is to implement programs
that make it easier to get to cam-
pus without driving, Kent said.

Kent hopes to include bicy-
cle lanes on major streets and
around campus, as well as an
on-campus bicycle repair shop,
a feature that several other
schools across the county have
implemented.

‘I talk to so many people
who say that they would ride
their bike, if only it was safer
or if they could fix a flat tire,
he said. “I think there is a lot
we can do to practically cater to
these needs.”

The USC also wants to focus
more on water conservation.

“We have students actually
telling us we can save water
by not watering the sidewalk,”
Flynn said. “We actually had
the grounds folks work their
sprinklers and make sure that
doesn’t happen.”

According to an e-mail inter-
view with Andy Trimble, Baylor
grounds and general services
manager, an irrigation system
may have been over-watering.

“The system was checked
and a minor adjustment was
made to the watering schedule,”
Trimble said.

BEAR BRIEFS

Kappa Omega Tau’s Christmas
Tree Lighting Ceremony and Ben-
efit Concert T-shirts and fleeces
are now on sale in Penland, Col-
lins and Memorial residence halls
and at Bill Daniel Student Center,
Baylor Sciences Building and
Hankamer School of Business.
T-shirts are $12 and fleeces are
$40. For additional information,
contact Bo_Weathersbee@bay-
lor.edu.

Christmas on 5th Street will be
held from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. Thurs-
day at the Bill Daniel Student
Center, Fountain Mall and the
Burleson Quadrangle. Activities
will include Kappa Omega Tau's
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
and Concert, the Annual Baylor
Christmas Tree Lighting and Con-
cert, pictures with Santa, and a
live Nativity and petting zoo. For
more information, visit www.bay-
lor.edu/student_activities.

The Campus Orchestra will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. Thursday at the
Glennis McCrary Music Building.
This event is free and open to
the public. For more information,
contact the School of Music.

The Combined Choirs Christ-
mas Concert will perform at
7:30 p.m. Friday in the Glen-
nis McCrary Music Building. To
purchase tickets, call the music
school box office at 710-3571 or
buy online.

Baylor Theatre Arts will present
the play Cyrano de Bergerac at
7:30 p.m. today through Saturday
at the Hooper-Schaefer Fine Arts
Center. Fore more information,
visit www.baylor.edu/theatre.

The School of Music will pres-
ent a Chamber Singers Christ-
mas concert at 3 p.m. Sunday
in McLean Foyer of Meditation in
Armstrong Browning Library. For
more information or for tickets,
call the Baylor School of Music at
710-3571.

CONTACT US

Editor 710-4099
Newsroom 710-1712
Sports 710-6357
Entertainment 710-7228
Advertising 710-3407
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Better Scores. Better Schools

Prep for the April and

May MCAT!

www.PrincetonReview.com

105 Hours of Prep + 17 Online Practice Exams
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The USC realizes that their
efforts will have greater impact
if there is more student involve-
ment.

The RecycleMania subcom-
mittee, co-headed by Austin
Lindsay-Cook and Kent, will
be focusing on making the
event more student-organized
and executed compared to last
year.

According to the RecycleM-
ania Web site, it is a “friendly
competition and benchmarking
tool for college and university
recycling programs to promote
waste reduction activities to
their campus communities”
that is held within a 10-week
period.

“The USC has made a lot
of good progress over the past
year,” Kent said. “I love what’s
going on with Aramark and Din-
ing Services, and thanks to the
new recycling program, we've
doubled our recycling diversion
rate since last year.”

In 2008 for RecycleMania,
Baylor recycled 96.13 tons of
campus materials compared
with 4343 in 2007, Thiel said.

Orr’s hope is that the USC
becomes more in tune with the
city’s projects for the future.

“(Baylor) ought to bein touch

with what the Waco community
is doing and support them,” she
said.

Orr said the committee looks
to develop a sustainability poli-
cy outlining future goals.

Janna Quinn contributed to
this story.

Recycle the right way

According to the USC Web site,
the following can be recycled in the
containers across campus:

+ White paper

+ Cardboard

+ Colored paper of all weights
and types

« Empty aluminum cans and
other aluminum items

+ Empty plastic bottles and other
plastics graded #1 to #7

The following can not be recycled:

+ Styrofoam, including “to go”
boxes and cups

+ Pizza boxes coated with sauce
cheese or oil

For more Information on the USC
and recycling drop-off locations,
visit www.baylor.edu/sustainability/.
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Shopping for Christmas the
economically conscious way

Editor’s note: This is the final
installment of a column series where
The Lariat explores living inexpen-
sively.

By Christina Kruse and Melanie
Crowson
Reporters

Many Americans believe that
they should get up at 5 a.m. the
day after Thanksgiving in order
to buy that perfect Christmas
gift for a bargain price. If you
were not able to wake up before
the sun dawned the day after
Thanksgiving due to a turkey
overdose, have no fear. With
only $25, the Internet or a little
crafty know-how, Christmas
shopping will be stress free and
inexpensive.

When beginning to holiday
shop, first set a budget for your
holiday shopping. Twenty-five
dollars may not seem like a lot
for some, however, a lack of
funds is a problem for many col-
lege students.

“I'm not buying anybody any-
thing for Christmas. I work and
['ve got to pay rent,” Columes-
neil junior Kandace Hillebrandt
said.

Some buyers start off with an
easy route to gift giving—the gift
of plastic.

“I'm a gift card kind of per-
son,” Webster junior Callan
Davis said.

Buyers beware, not all of the
businesses and stores that are
currently open and still distrib-
uting gift cards will be open
after the holiday season.

Due to the economic crisis,
many corporations are having
to shut down stores. For a full
list of stores closing go to http://
money.aol.com/special/retail-
stores-closing-doors.

Online shopping can provide
a cheaper alternative to shop-
ping in-town, however, look out
for the cost of shipping before
you purchase anything. Often
on Web sites, you will not be
able to find out the shipping
price until you enter your credit
card information. Also, if you
are shopping online, remember
to purchase early, that way there

is plenty of time to gift wrap or
return the item if it is damaged
or completely different from the
online image.

Always keep in mind what
your gift receiver really wants.
Here are a few examples of gifts
that will fit several different
tastes.

The Classic Gift:

A classic gift can consist of
clothes, jewelry, a photo album
or abook. Even though these are
safe gifts, try finding a different
version of the classic piece.

An alternative to a book
would be a book on tape, or find
a book that differs from what
your bookworm usually reads.
For example, one popular do-it-
yourself book instructs readers
how to make a working light
saber.

Instead of a photo album,
create a slideshow of pictures of
friends or family, add the images
to a CD, and send it to them.

Try to find an overseas alter-
native to something like a scarf
or pair of earrings.

The Web site: www.over-
stock.com

The gift: Traditional hand-
woven scarf from Guatemala

Price: $24.99

The Web site: www.amazon.
com

The gift: Electronic Gadgets
for the Evil Genius

Price: $16.47

Socially Conscious Gift:

Some people seem to have it
all. For those people who really
don’t need one more gadget, give
them the gift of giving itself —
donate to their favorite charity.
Or, give them a gift card that will
allow them to donate the money
to any charity of their choice.

The Web site: charitynaviga-
tor.org

The gift: the ‘Give Card’

Price: $25

Also, check out fair trade
markets, which are stores that
ensure that the producer of the
product being purchased is
paid fairly for their work. These
stores generally sell items from
artisans in poor countries.

The Web site: www.thekar-
mamarket.com

The gift: Jute totebag from
Calcutta

Price: $20

The Do-It-Yourself Gift:

For crafty, do-it-yourselfers,
there is always the option of cre-
ating your own gifts to give to
your loved ones.

Hobby Lobby is one of the
many places you can go to find
supplies for a project, www.
hobbylobby.com even offers a
“Project Inspiration” link on its
home page, which gives whole
lists of projects and the supplies
needed to make them.

Oprah is also gearing up her
viewers with thrifty gift ideas.
Recently, her show aired an epi-
sode titled, “How to Have the
Thriftiest Holiday Ever” and it
highlighted not only gift ideas,
but party ideas and party favors
as well as cooking ideas —all at
a low cost.

One of the main highlights
was a gift idea, called the “Grati-
tude Box.” According to the Web
site, www.oprah.com, these
boxes costanywhere between $6
to $36 to make, and they consist
of decorating a cardboard box
with beautiful paperand ribbons
designated for a certain friend,
then having other friends write
notes and putting the notes into
the box.

Finally, if you are having
trouble finding the perfect gift,
just remember that the effort
you put into finding the gift is
often greater than the gift itself.
Also, remember that the holiday
season is not about key chain
plants or ahomemade light saber
—keep in mind what Christmas
is really about.

&ood sites to check
out for more ideas:

thisnext.com
uncommongoods.com
blissworld.com
perpeturalkid.com
thrifty-gifts.com

Be A Professional Peacemalketr.

Holiday festivities to deliver
art, music, food to Fifth street

By Janna Quinn
Reporter

Christmas on Fifth
Street and Kappa Omega
Tau’s 43rd annual Christ-
mas Tree Lighting will
allow Baylor students,
faculty and their families
to celebrate the holiday
season early with free
concerts, an arts and
crafts marketplace and
fun for all.

Festivities  begin
tonight at 6 p.m. with free
family activities, both
inside and outside the Bill
Daniel Student Center.

Inside, people can take
pictures with Santa Claus
and enjoy free hot choco-
late, coffee and cider. Out-
side the student center, a
live nativity, pony rides,
petting zoo and free car-
riage rides will be avail-
able for enjoyment.

Marketplace vendors,
such as Annie’s Custom
Jewelry, Heart Creek
Designs and Mission
Waco “Fair Trade Market
and World Crafts,” will
be selling items in the student
center Den.

This year, the Kappa Pickers
will open for the Robbie Seay
Band, Waking Caleb and Steven
Curtis Chapman in Burleson
Quadrangle.

The fraternity chose the
bands because of their Christian
aspect, Longview junior Conrad
Steele said.

“We wanted to hone the focus
into a more Christmas-y feeling,”
he said. “We wanted to focus
more on the Christmas story, so
we decided to go with Christian
artists.”

This year, the proceeds from
KOT’s T-shirt and fleece sells
will benefit Shaohannah’s Hope,
a non-profit organization found-
ed by Steven Curtis Chapman
and his wife Mary Beth.

“When my dad (Steven Curtis
Chapman) found out the night

Sarah Morris/Lariat staff

Houston sophomore Will Touchstone wraps Christmas
lights around a tree on a ladder in front of Old Main for
KOT’s 43rd annual Christmas Tree Lighting at Christ-
mas on Fifth Street. The lighting will take place tonight
at7:15p.m.

was a benefit for the Shaohan-
nah’s Hope, he was excited to
do it,” said Emily Chapman
Richards, Baylor alumna and
Shaohannah’s Hope’s interna-
tional program manager. “Shao-
hannah’s Hope is something he
believes in, and it is so impor-
tant for Christians to care for
orphans, like James 1:27 calls us
to do”

According to the Shaohan-
nah’s Hope Web site, part of
its mission is to help Christian
families reduce the financial
barriers to adoption. Financial
grants are awarded to qualified
families already in the process of
adopting.

“Each grant that (Shaohan-
nah’s Hope) gives is about
$3000,” said Waco junior Bo
Weathersbee. “We are estimat-
ing to give $20,000 to that char-
ity, which will fund almost seven

grants.”
The reading of the
Christmas story and

lighting of the 32-foot-tall
tree will be at 7:15 p.m.

“I hope people will
slow down and listen to
the Christmas story and
not have it be mundane,”
Steele said. “Christmas is
aboutlove and God giving
his son out of love, and us
turning that around and
showing the same love.”

The Baylor Religious
Hour Choir will also
present Selah, a Chris-
tian group made up of
Amy Perry, Allan Hall
and Todd Smith.

Baylor is Selah’s first
stop on their Christmas
tour.

If people have never
been to Christmas on 5th
Street, Selah will add to
the overall experience,
said Kennedale senior
Lindsay Power.

BRH will open for
Selah with a few Christ-
mas songs and songs
from the album they
recorded in November,
Power said.

“T hope it will give everyone
a chance to fellowship and wor-
ship together and focus on what
Christmas is about,” she said. “I
am blessed to be a part of that.”

Steele said his favorite part of
Christmas on 5th Street is the
community.

“It’s time to slow down and
spend time in the Baylor com-
munity,” he said. “We need to
focus on why we're here and
what the Christmas season is all
about.”

The night’s intention is to
have an event that is focused
on Baylor students and faculty,
Weathersbee said.

“The purpose is to have a
sense of fellowship and a way to
celebrate the birth of Jesus,” he
said. “So we use the concert and
the tree lighting as a way to do
that.”

WINTER BREAK
Mini-mester

:

it

S and Aseek courses
begin December 15!

Enroll today and make the most of your winter break!

Lone Star College offers freshman- and sophommore-level courses
for credit at convenient courses across the north Harris and Mon-
gomery County area. Enjoy Lone Star’s affordable tuition!

Courses available on on campus or online!

For a complete list of winter mini-mester courses, visit:
LoneStar.edu/springcourses.

i

“LONE STAR
COLLEGE
SYSTEM

The Center For Dispute Resolution And Conflict Management At SMU'’s Location In Plano
Improve your marketability and open up new career possibilities with a Master of Arts Degree in
Dispute Resolution — “one of 31 Best Careers of 2008” according to U.S. News & World Report.

Open doors
214.768.9032 or www.smu.edu/resolution

SMU

CYFAIR - KINGWOOD
NORTH HARRIS
UNIVERSITY CENTER

ANNETTE CALDWELL SIMMONS
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
& HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

MONTGOMERY
MONTGOMERY > TOMBALL
ONLINE

SMU will not discriminate an the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, or veteran status. SMU's commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination an the basis of sexual orientation
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Behind the scenes of the Bowl Championship Series

A timeline of BCS controversies

By Kyle McKanna
Reporter

When most people receive
over 1,000 e-mails in a day, it
usually is attributed to a virus
that has infected their computer
and allowed an influx of spam
to be sent their way. For Maxey
Parrish, a personal responder
and Web editor to the e-mails
sent to the Bowl Championship
Series Web site, it’s just another
day at the office.

Parrish, who is also a senior
journalism lecturer at Baylor,
works as a Web editor for college
football’s current national rank-
ing system: the Bowl Champi-
onship Series. This time of year
is his busiest, as thousands of
fan usually feel slighted by the
system and where their team is
ranked. As long as the messages
are nice, he will respond, and
that means he has quite the daily
workload.

Q: What is it exactly that you
do for the BCS?

A: My job title is web editor ...
I make sure there are no big mis-
takes or links aren’t broken or
people misidentified or anything
like that. The actual content on
the Web site is provided by the
FOX television network. They
have access to all the things that
FOX news can access, so they
have a lot of different sources
of information. They have a per-
son in California that does the
hands-on stuff of getting the
material on the Web site.

My job is to be kind of an
independent set of eyes that
checks everything out on the
web site and makes sure it is
correct ... The majority of what
I do involves answering e-mails
that come in. The Web site has
a “contact us” button, and when-
ever somebody contacts us that
means me ...

Q: So the e-mails must be
coming in?

A: They've been pretty fast
and they

and furious here,

1998-1999

BCS passes over No. 3
Kansas State in favor of
No. 4 Ohio State and No.
8 Florida.

2000-2001

Florida State (12-1)
chosen to play Oklahoma
(12-0) despite loss to No.
2 Miami (12-1).

2001-2002

Nebraska chosen despite
losing the Big 12 Champi-
onship to Colorado, who
the Huskers edged by .05
points.

2003-2004

LSU (13-1) and Oklahoma
(12-2) play, leaving the AP
poll’s No. 1 USC (12-1).

2006-2007

Separated by .0101 points,
No. 2 Florida was picked
over No. 3 Michigan to
play Ohio State in the
championship. Undefeated
Boise State also left out.
2007-2008

The top two teams lost
on the same weekend for

two weeks straight. LSU
is catapulted from No. 7
to No. 2 and eventually
beats No. 1 Ohio State.
LSU received only 60 of
65 votes.

2008-2009

A three-way tie between
Oklahoma, Texas and
Texas Tech was broken

by the Big 12 Confer-
ence’s Sth tiebreaker: the
BCS standings. Oklahoma
edged Texas and will play
Missouri in the Big 12
Championship. Texas beat
Oklahoma on a neutral
field in October 45-35 and
defeated Missouri 56-31
in Austin.

always are toward the end of the
year ... Of course, right now the
two big controversies are Texas
and their position in the stand-
ings relative to Oklahoma. That
had a huge impact on the Big
12 title game because the Big 12
conference chose —and I might
add that Texas is a member of the
Big 12 and is part of their legisla-
tive process — that league chose
to use, as its fifth tiebreaker, the
BCS standings.

The BCS had absolutely noth-
ing to do with that decision ... the
top four tiebreakers were still a
tie and so then they came out to
use tiebreaker No. 5, which hap-
pened to be the BCS standing,.

So Oklahoma, based on
strength of early season sched-
ule, which I think everyone
would agree was probably stron-
ger than Texas’, and the fact that
they were playing so very well
late in the season against good
teams, particularly their win
against Texas Tech, moved them
past Texas ... With the exception
of the one game that OU lost to
Texas, they probably had a bet-
ter body of work throughout the
entire ... So there is a lot of com-
pelling reasons for both teams.

And having said all of that
about OU, you have to say that
Texas beat them in its one and
only opportunity to do so, so
that's a compelling reason. So it
was close, but the voters and the

computer polls put Oklahoma
ahead of Texas.

Q: Outside of the Blg 12, what
are people saying?

A: Yeah, Utah is pretty happy
because they are sitting in good
shape right now. Boise State is
really upset because it looks like
they are going to be on the out-
side looking in ... They’re a great
program and there is no doubt
that if indeed it works out where
they are not part of a BCS bowl
then they're a good team that
won't make it ....

What a lot of people forget is
that under the old bowl system
every bowl was free to pick who-
ever they wanted. There were lots
and lots of really good teams that
got passed over every year for a
variety of reasons ... So those
issues were there long before the
BCS and so you're going to have
disputes no matter what you do.
And that’s just part of the game.

Q: Do you feel like it is the
best system, or do you think
a playoff mlght be better?

A: Well, I think that given the
circumstances that we have the
BCS is the best system. What
you have to understand is the
BCS is not a governing body. It's
not even an organization. The
BCS does not have headquar-
ters, it does not have permanent,
full-time employees. The BCS is
nothing but a series of contracts
... between its members.

So, people talk about the BCS
as being some kind of mono-
lithic entity up on a hill some-
where. It really doesn’t exist in
that fashion .... The BCS is noth-
ing but contracts and between
the bowls and the conferences
and the teams that make up its
members, ...

Is it perfect? Absolutely not. Is
it the best we've got? Absolutely

o... Every year it is reviewed
from top to bottom. There’s
adjustments made as necessary,
and I do believe it is the best sys-
tem.

On the topic of a playoff, what

people don’t understand is there
is only one group in the entire
country that can create a playoff
and that is the FBS, the chancel-
lors and presidents ... It's been
discussed a few times but the
discussions have never gotten
serious ... The BCS can't do it ...
It has no legislative authority
whatsoever. Whatever motivates
the presidents and chancellors to
keep the system as it is, is pretty
compelling because they don’t
even want to talk about it.

Unless something drastic
changes ... What you have to
understand is that when you're
going to try to change the minds
of those people, the presidents
and chancellors, youre looking
at people that have the 30,000-
foot view not just of football, not
just of college athletics, but of
all university life ... He’s seeing
things we can’t begin to fathom,
because he’s taking a big picture
view of things ... It's all a mat-
ter of perspective ... And again
this is someone who’s dealing
with, not just athletics, but all of
higher education and their view
is no way.

I'm not saying it won’t happen
at some point .... There’s just rea-
son after reason after reason and
[ just don’t see it happening.

Q: What is the most unique
e-mail you've received?

A:Tve been called every name
in the book. The amazing thing
to me is that somebody, a doctor,
a dentist, a lawyer, whose name
is on the email will sit there
and just cuss you like a sailor.
To me the thought of a doctor
sitting down at a computer to
write anonymous vulgarities, it’s
astounding.

Very few of them are reason-
able... but occasionally you do get
something that’s a good, honest
legitimate question and I'm very
happy to address those. I've even
written people back four or five
or six times going back and forth
discussing different issues. If
they’re responsible and reason-
able... We automatically eliminate

Sarah Morris/ Lariat Staff

Maxey Parrish, a Baylor senior lecturer in journalism, is also a Web editor for
the Bowl Championship Series. When championship weekend approaches, he
receives between 500 and 1500 e-mails per day.

Considering Abortion? s
You may not NEED one!
We Can:
= Confirm your pregnancy
= Determine the viability of your pregnancy via ultrasound

= Discuss your options in a private, comfortable location
= \Walk shoulder to shoulder no matter what you decide

Choice

Is

Yours

4700 West Waco Drive, Waco Texas 76710
254-772-6175 « 1-800-595-5753
www.pregnancycare.org
24 HOUR / TOLL FREE 1-800-395-HELP (4357)

BEST MEXICAN FOOD RESTAURANT IN WACO TRIBUNE-HERALD READER POLL! !

THURSDAY IS COLLEGE NIGHT!

All faculty & students receive

i i,
with current ID. (excludes RESTAURANT
Franklin Ave: 756-4701

{ive Entertainment every Thursday night!
(AT FRANKLIN AVENUE LOCATION ONLY - 7:30 PM.-NO COVER!)  Bosqueville: 296-9325
Hewitt: 420-1503

www.LaFesta.com

3815 Franklin Ave. or 6500 N. 19th or 1201 Hewitt Dr.
— Express = :
Car Wash, Detmlmg o
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every one that has foul language.
If it's just a rant, like “I hate you,”
and I get a lot of those, that's not
worth responding to. But if it's
a legitimate question like “what
does this rule say?” then we'll
answer every one of those.

Q: How many e-mails do you
receive?

A: It varies from year to year
and here’s what I've found: .... If
there is controversy in the SEC,
the volume of e-mails is over
the top. A couple of years ago
there was a lot of controversy in
the SEC and ... I received 1500
e-mails one day ...

With this whole Texas thing
this week, I've probably received
from Texas fans related to that
issue probably 1500 total all
week .... That's just how passion-
ate they are in the SEC. It’s a
completely different animal over
there. If everything’s clean cut
and there’s no controversy Il
run through 40 or 50 a day ...

Q: Do Jlou think Congress
should step in and regulate
how the colleg}e football post-
season is run?

A: No, I don’t. Unless there’s
something illegal going on,
unless there’s some tremendous
violation of a trust ... Congress
has more than enough on its
plate than to worry about what
is nothing more than entertain-
ment. We've got to put this in
perspective and realize that foot-
ball is entertainment.

It's like going to a play or
going to a concert... It's fun. It’s
not life. We're not curing cancer.
We're not ending the wars and
we're not fixing the economy.
We're just having fun and Con-
gress has more to do than worry
about people having fun on a
Saturday afternoon. That would
be a horrible overstepping of its
bounds.

L heard the interview in which
president-elect Obama suggested
a playoff and he made one great
error. He said lets just shorten
the regular season and have a

playoff. That shows a gross lack
of knowledge of how the sys-
tem works. Schools make their
schedules .... To say lets just cut
back on the number of games, it
just couldn’t occur because we're
talking about 115 different enti-
ties out there negotiating their
own contracts ...

In fact, most schools negoti-
ate contracts as far as 10 years
out in advance ... The NFL has
not set a schedule for 2009. you
know, they will make that up,
they announce it usually in Feb-
ruary or March.

I promise you, 99 percent of
the college football games for
2009 are set now and may have
been set for 10 years. It’s not just
‘oh change the schedule; you just
don’t do that in college athletics

.. That's part of the misunder-
standing with this whole thing,
really.

Q: If the season ended today,
who should be in the national
championship game?

A: Well I really have to go with
Oklahoma based on the way
they played down the stretch
and the people they beat down
the stretch. They are as good an
offensive team as I have ever seen
and they have that typical great
Bob Stoops defense.

If T had my pick for the
national championship game
right now ... I would pick Texas
and Oklahoma to play again .... 1
think if OU could play Alabama
say 10 times, OU probably beats
them seven. And I think if Texas
could play Alabama 10 times I
think Texas probably beast them
six or seven. So I think clearly
the best two teams in the coun-
try, in Maxey Parrish’s opinion,
are Texas and OU, and I think
Alabama is probably up their,
third, fourth of fifth.

But I don’t think Alabama is
the best team. I think they are
the only undefeated team, and I
think they are out of the SEC...
And if it does come down to an
OU/Alabama game [ am really
thinking OU is going to win.

1 BR FROM $430

University Rentals

754-1436 * 1111 Speight * 752-5691
ALL BILLS PAID! FURNISHED!

GREAT SELECTIONS!

2 BR FROM $690

Baylor Arms * Casa Linda
Casa Royale * Tree House

University Plaza
University Terrace
Houses * Duplex Apts

MON-FRI 9-6, SAT 10-4, SUN 2-4
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Beef & Chedder
Combo For

$3.99

y's
701 S. University Parks
Telephone: 753-3005

Beef & Cheddar, choice of
fries, 20 oz. soft drink/tea

Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Not good with any other offer.

Coupon expires in 30 days.

Regular Combo
for $3.69

M\
Arbys
>

Practically PIKASSO \
invites you to enjoy | £~
49 off your next
purchase of ¢15.

Paint - Your - Own - Pottery
Mosaics

FIVE POLLARS

Mugs! Bowls! Frames! Plates!

Practically PiKASSO
4310 W. Waco Prive
Waco, TX 76710
(254) 7762200

Mon.-Sat. Noon -9:00 PM
Sun. Noon-6 PM
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At Home, At Baylor

2001 S. 5th Street
755-7222

BrothersManagement
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A Legacy Built on Iradition
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A Style of Student Living
Without Equal...

In the Best Location
on Campus

5th and Bagby
755-7500

BrothersManagement
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A Legacy Built on “Iradition
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