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Dr. Nancy Chinn has received copies of her article “American Aeneid: ‘Infandum Dolorem’ in The Professor’s House and the Cather Canon.”  South Atlantic Review 72 (2007): 51-72.

****
Dr. William V. Davis attended the Twelfth International Conference on the Literature of Region and Nation held at King’s College of the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, July 29-August 3. He gave a paper, “R. S. Thomas’s Love-Hate Relationship with Wales,” gave a reading of his own poems, and chaired two sessions of the conference.

Dr. William V. Davis’ poems, “Landscape” and “Poem Ending with a Variation on a Line by Charles Wright,” have been published in the anthology Landscape and Epiphany (New Orleans, LA: Xavier University Press, 2007), 23, 50. These poems were originally published in The New Criterion 5:7 (1987), 37 and 20:4 (2001), 50.

****

Dr. Kevin Gardner has received news that his essay, "The Poetry of Anthony Thwaite: An Archaeology of Belief," has been accepted for publication in the journal Literature and Theology.

****

Spring and Summer 2008 activities of Dr. Greg Garrett: 

A revised and expanded edition of Dr. Garrett’s book Holy Superheroes was published in January (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2008). Dr. Garrett wrote Biblical translations for The Voice scripture project which were published in the spring as individual books: The Voice of Mark and The Voice of Hebrews (both Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2008). Dr. Garrett also published an essay in Ethics Daily, an adult education lesson, “Dealing with Grief,” with The Thoughtful Christian (thethoughtfulchristian.com, Presbyterian Publishing Corporation), and continued to be a featured blogger for The Christian Century at theotherjesus.com, where he publishes a new essay four times a month.
Dr. Garrett signed contracts to write contemporary translations of the books of Amos and Micah for The Voice; in all, Dr. Garrett will translate ten books of the Bible and a selection of Psalms for the project. Dr. Garrett also signed contracts for three new books: for the publication of his novel Shame with David C. Cook Publishing (the book will appear in Spring 2009); for the nonfiction book The Other Jesus: Christianity 2.0 with Westminster John Knox Press (the book will appear in Spring 2010 as the opening book in a new Thoughtful Christian imprint); and for The Order of the Phoenix: The Christian Theology of Harry Potter with Baylor University Press (the book will appear in Fall 2010). 
From January 7-12, Dr. Garrett led a Jan-term preaching retreat on imaginative literature for pastors and students of Baylor’s Truitt Seminary in Kerrville, Texas; one of the texts studied by the seminar was Dr. Garrett’s novel Free Bird. On January 20th, he presented a talk on narrative and ministry for youth and education ministers in the Certificate Program at the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest (ETSS) in Austin. Feb. 1-2, Dr. Garrett was a major speaker at the Baylor Medical Humanities Retreat at Camp Allen, Texas, delivering two lectures, “Vocation and Discernment” and “Dealing with Grief: Personal and Professional,” and preaching at the retreat Eucharist. Beginning February 10, Dr. Garrett led a four-Sunday Lenten study, “Light and the Darkness: The Theology of Harry Potter,” for Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas, and a four-Sunday Lenten spiritual writing class at The Church of the Resurrection, Austin, Texas.  On February 25, he was the luncheon speaker for the 100th anniversary of the Hyde Park Literary Club at the Austin Woman’s Club, Austin, Texas; his topic was self-revelation in writing.

On March 1, Dr. Garrett led a full-day retreat on Celtic spirituality for St. David’s Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas. On March 10, Dr. Garrett had an audience with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, at Lambeth Palace in London, in which the two discussed writing, literature, and theology. On March 27th, Dr. Garrett led a discussion for St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas, on evil in contemporary film, and on March 30, Dr. Garrett preached at two services of St. David’s Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas.

In April, Dr. Garrett led a four-week study of theology and Harry Potter at Calvary Episcopal, Bastrop, Texas. On May 2, Dr. Garrett was the luncheon speaker for the Austin Shakespeare Club at the Austin Woman’s Club, and on May 3, he was a presenter for the annual O. Henry Celebration honoring young Texas writers in Austin, Texas. On May 4, Dr. Garrett taught a class on the Civil Rights movement and the Church at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas. On May 13, Dr. Garrett taped segments for “Good Morning Sunday,” BBC Radio’s show on faith and spirituality, in London. The show aired in August. Dr. Garrett also met with Archbishop Rowan Williams while in England.

On June 1, Dr. Garrett preached at two services at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in Austin. From June 2-6, he led a national continuing education class for priests and pastors, “Food for the Journey: Imaginative Literature for Preaching, Teaching, and Personal Formation,” at the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest in Austin. On June 10, Dr. Garrett led a discussion of the Harry Potter novels at Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in Austin. From June 16-22, Dr. Garrett led a retreat, “Wisdom of the Desert,” at the Casa del Sol spirituality center at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico. On June 26, Dr. Garrett was the opening speaker at the eleven-day “America Days” festival in Stuttgart, Germany, lecturing at the Kino Kommunales theater on his book The Gospel according to Hollywood. Dr. Garrett also delivered a version of this talk at the Bavarian/American Center in Munich on June 27. On June 28, he spoke on writing and publishing for a group of creative writers in Stuttgart. 

From June 30-July 5, Dr. Garrett taught a class, “The Ethics of Harry Potter,” at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico. On July 13, he taught a class on spirituality and summer movies at All Saints Episcopal Church in Austin. On July 20, 27, and August 3, he taught classes based on his book The Gospel according to Hollywood at St. David’s Episcopal in Austin. On July 23 and 24, Dr. Garrett co-led sessions on “Narrative Teaching for Postmoderns” and signed copies of his books The Voice of Matthew and The Voice of Hebrews at the National Worship Leader Conference in Austin, and on August 3, Dr. Garrett signed books at St. David’s Bookstore in Austin. On July 31, Dr. Garrett delivered two lectures on narrative theologies of grief, drawn from his forthcoming book Stories from the Edge, for chaplain interns in the Seton Hospital system in Austin.

During the spring and summer, Dr. Garrett was interviewed by/a media guest on/his work reviewed or discussed by BBC Radio; twice on Premier Radio Network (Great Britain); UCB Radio Network (Great Britain); Religion and Ethics Newsweekly (PBS); The National (Abu Dhabi); Kanakee (IL) Daily Journal; Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance Leader; Read the Spirit (www.readthespirit.com); The Good Bookstall (www.thegoodbookstall.org.uk); The Trades (www.the-trades.com); Third Way magazine (Great Britain); and Publisher’s Weekly.

****
Jessica Hooten's article "Individualism in Flannery O'Connor's A Good Man is Hard to Find and Other Short Stories" has been accepted for publication in The Explicator.
****

Adrienne Akins presented a paper titled "'By the Sweat of Thy Brow': Work, Gender, and Eden in Cather's My Ántonia and Hurston's 'Sweat'" at the 2008 Cather Symposium in Red Cloud, Nebraska on June 5
****
Anna Blanch’s article “Echoes and Patterns: Approaching the Arts Theologically” was published in the Journal of the Centre for Apologetic Scholarship in Education (New College, UNSW, Sydney), CASE, vol. 16 (2008). 

Anna Blanch presented a paper titled "'Remarking the Progress': New England Transcendentalism and Revolution" at the 2008 South Central Conference on Christianity and Literature Meeting: In Search of the Peaceable Kingdom: Studies in the Literature of Conflict, Struggle, and Hope in Longview, Texas on February 21.

Anna Blanch presented a paper titled "'It's All in Books': Children and Reading in E.Nesbit's Fiction for Children" at the 2008 C.S. Lewis & Inklings Society Conference: The Inklings: Communion of Saints in Grove City, Pennsylvania, on April 5.

****
Jeffrey Bilbro published a review of Axes: Willa Cather and William Faulkner, by Merrill Maguire Skaggs, in Western American Literature.

CONFERENCES – CALLS FOR PAPERS

Information has been received from The Melbern G. Glasscock Center for Humanities Research at Texas A & M University concerning its upcoming Faculty and Graduate Colloquiums.  For more information, please see the fliers posted on the corkboard in the faculty workroom.
****

Information has been received from The Popular and American Culture Associations concerning the 30th Meeting of the Southwest/Texas PCA/ACA.  Topic of this year’s conference is “Reeling in the Years: 30 Years of Film, TV, and Popular Culture.”  Deadline for submissions is December 1, 2008.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.
****
Information has been received concerning a call for submissions for the 3rd Annual Robert Watson Poetry Award.  Spring Garden Press and The Greensboro Review invite submissions for the Robert Watson Poetry Award chapbook competition.  Submission must be received between 1 October and 2 April.  The winning manuscript will be announced in October 2009 and will be awarded with the publication of a beautifully designed, letterpress-printed, limited-edition chapbook.  When submitting a collection of poems, do not exceed 24 pages – including title page, dedication, epigraph, brief bio, and acknowledgements.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Information has been received from the Nimrod International Journal concerning its upcoming conference and workshops for readers and writers.  The events are scheduled for Saturday, October 18, 2008 at the Allen Chapman Activity Center at the University of Tulsa.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106 or posted on the corkboard in the faculty workroom.
Echoes of the Aeolian Harp
The Advisory Committee has approved the proposal by Dr. William McDonald  to offer in the spring semester of 1982 English 4374  Special Topics: The Hero in Western World Literature.
From Aeolian Harpings 20:29 (8 April 1981).
