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Dr. William V. Davis’ essay, “Evidence of Things Not Seen: R. S. Thomas’s Agnostic Faith,” has been published in Welsh Writing in English: A Yearbook of Critical Essays, 11 (2006-2007), 122-146.
****

Congratulations to Dr. and Mrs. Luke Ferretter on the arrival of their son, Samuel Donley (known as “Sam”).  Sam was born Saturday, July 21 at 4am weighing 8 pounds 6 ounces and measuring 22 inches long.  Mom and baby are both home and doing well.

****

Semi-Annual Academic and Publication Report

January-June 2007

for Ralph C. Wood

1. Offices and Awards


Appointed to the Board of Advisors of the Humanitas Forum on Christianity and Culture, March, 2007.

Received the Mary Ann Remick Senior Visiting Fellowship ($50,000) at the University of Notre Dame, 2007-2008. 

2. Chapters in Books:

“The Scandalous Baptism of Harry Ashfield: Flannery O’Connor’s ‘The River,’” in Inside the Church of Flannery O’Connor, eds. Joanne Halleran McMullen and Jon Parish Peede (Macon, GA: Mercer University Press, 2007): 189-204.

“Tolkien’s Augustinian Understanding of Good and Evil: Why The Lord of the Rings Is Not Manichean,” in Tree of Tales: Tolkien, Literature, and Theology, eds. Trevor Hart and Ivan Khovacs (Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2007): 65-102, 117-19.

3. Essays:

“‘God May Strike You Thisaway’: Flannery O’Connor and Simone Weil on Affliction and Joy,” Renascence LIX, 3 (Spring 2007): 181-95.

“Mysteries and Morals: The Historical Fiction of C.J. Sansom,” Christian Century 124, 9 (May 1, 2007): 26-35.

4. Endowed Lectureships:

The Annual Discipleship Series, Christ Presbyterian Church, Marietta, Georgia, March, 2007: “Deadly Vices and Living Virtues: Christian Formation in a Dying Culture”

The 2nd Annual Joseph M. Schwartz Lecture, Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, April 2007: “‘God May Strike You Thisaway’: Flannery O’Connor and Simone Weil on Affliction and Joy”

6. Dissertations Directed:

Don M. Shipley, Jr., “Chesterton and His Interlocutors: Dialogical Style and Ethical Debate on Eugenics” (2007)

7. Lectures:

“The Twin Sentimentalities Satirized in Flannery O’Connor’s Fiction: Secular Autonomy and Religious Complacency,” the Faith and Reason Institute, Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA, February 8, 2007

“Binx Bolling and the Quest for Vocation in Walker Percy’s The Moviegoer,” the Socratic Club, Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA, February 9, 2007.

“How Shall We Worship the Lord Who Has ‘No Beauty That We Should Desire Him?” three lectures at the Trinity Arts Conference, University of Dallas, Dallas, TX, June 9-10, 2007.

“The Poetry of Devotion and the Life of Worship: George Herbert, Gerard Manley Hopkins, and G. K. Chesterton,” the Presbyterian Conference on Music and Worship, Montreat Assembly, Montreat, NC, June 18-29, 2007

****

Lydia Cooper presented a paper titled "Revealing Souls: Ethical Philosophy in Kazuo Ishiguro's The Remains of the Day and Never Let Me Go" at the conference Ishiguro and the International Novel held at Liverpool Hope University in Liverpool, U.K. in June.
****

Bethany Lam's article "Crossing Names: 'Arcadio' and 'Aureliano' in One Hundred Years of Solitude" appeared in the Alpha Chi Recorder 50.1 (Spring 2007).
Bethany Lam has received word that the Arizona Quarterly has accepted her essay "Light in August in Light of Foucault: Reexamining the Biracial Experience" for publication in an upcoming issue.

****

Geoffrey Reiter presented a paper entitled "'There's Worse Things Than Serpents': Musical Science and 'Musical Religion' in Under the Greenwood Tree" at Hardy at Yale on June 15, 2007.

Geoffrey Reiter's short story "Rhapsody Kinetic" has been published in the Summer 2007 issue of Mythic Circle.
****
Michael Bracken, a graduate of our Professional Writing program, has been the marketing director for the Waco Symphony Association since 2005.  This week in Louisville, Kentucky, he will receive a Silver ADDY Award, presented by the American Advertising Federation, for an ad campaign he designed for the WSA.  

Congratulations, Michael!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Information has been received from Texas A&M University – Texarkana announcing its new book series, Red River Valley Books, which is published under the auspices of Texas A&M University Press.  The Press welcomes manuscripts on the history, literature, and cultural life of Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana, including such topics as music, art, archeology, literature, and architecture.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.
CONFERENCES – CALLS FOR PAPERS

Information has been received from the Festival of Faith and Writing concerning its upcoming festival and call for papers.  The Festival celebrates and encourages serious imaginative writing by Christians from all denominations and welcomes other writers whose work is informed by – or responds to – various faith traditions.  To foster the critical conversation about faith and writing, the Festival is inviting fifteen- to twenty-minute papers – no abstracts – that address the themes and writers of Festival 2008.  Strong preference will be given to papers that focus either on the work of one (or more) of our features Festival speakers (see www.calvin.edu/festival for a current list) or on the work of one of the following writers whose work will be discussed at Festival 2008: Gerald Manley Hopkins, C.S. Lewis, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, and Martin Luther King, Jr.  Papers must be received by October 15, 2007.  The conference will take place April 17-19, 2008.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Information has been received from Dallas Baptist University in conjunction with the Southwest Conference on Christianity and Literature presenting “Alarming Necessities”: Taste, Reading, and Theology which will take place September 28-29, 2007 at the Hilton Arlington in Arlington, Texas.  Keynote speakers are Stephen Prickett, Director of the Armstrong Browning Library and Margaret Root Brown Professor for Browning Studies and Victorian Poetry at Baylor University, and Frank Burch Brown, Frederick Doyle Kershner Professor of Religion and the Arts at Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Echoes of the Aeolian Harp
Drs. Jesse Airaudi, James Barcus, and Pat Wortman are appearing in the current Waco Civic Theater production of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town.
From Aeolian Harpings 21:28 (17 April 1982).
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