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The NewsGator Feed Reader

Prepared for Using RSS
Instructors: John Lowe & Jeff Steely

What is NewsGator?

NewsGator is a web-based news aggregator. You can access your NewsGator account from any computer with internet access using your preferred web browser.
Creating a NewsGator account

Creating a NewsGator account is quick and easy. From the NewsGator home page, http://www.newsgator.com/, click the Create Account button. 

Step 1: Contact Information – complete the form

Step 2: Account Level – choose NewsGator Online
Step 3: Starter Packs – pre-populate your account by selecting any news feeds of interest
After you click Next you will enter your NewsGator account
Layout of the NewsGator window
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Display Area - Viewing Your Feeds
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The NewsGator toolbar
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Add Feeds

NewsGator provides tools for finding feeds and for adding feeds you find from other sources.
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Find Feeds

· Discover feeds by category or by entering a search term

Recommended Feeds

· Editors’ Choice – feeds that some mystery editors at NewsGator found to be interesting

· Recommended For Me – suggested feeds based on the other feeds you have subscribed to (therefore more useful after you have added other feeds!)

· Highly Rated Feeds – popular feeds based on user rankings

· Popular Feeds – a list of feeds like those offered in the Starter Packs when registering for an account

Smart Feeds

· Keyword Search – creates a feed that collects feeds that match the phrase (users of the free, online version of NewsGator are limited to one)
· URL Search – creates a feed that lists pages that link to a particular URL (users of the free, online version of NewsGator are limited to one)

· Email Feeds – creates a feed so that newsletters or other content delivered regularly by email can arrive instead as a feed (users of the free, online version of NewsGator are limited to one)

URL & Import

· URL – add a feed by entering the URL for the feed (generally you can ignore the credentials section)

· Import – add a list of feeds supplied as an OPML file

Other Ways to Add Feeds
As you visit web sites that offer feeds you will frequently notice RSS or XML buttons.  There are a variety of tools you can use to add those feeds to your account.  See Extras below for information on some of these tools.
[image: image6.png]o
newsgator:

add Feeds | Folder Options




Folder Options

Two minor settings customize how folders appear. Uncheck the first option if you wish to view empty folders and thereby use this screen for managing your feeds. Alternatively you can use the Organize Folders tab (more below).
My Settings

[image: image3.png]My My Organize Edit
Settings || Feeds Folders Locations




My Settings

Minor settings that affect how NewsGator is displayed. It is advisable to check the Open links in new window box

My Feeds

This is a list of the feeds that you have subscribed to. You can use this list to delete feeds you no longer wish to monitor.

Organize Folders

See Feeds and Folders – Organizing Your Feeds below.

Edit Locations

Some advanced features for sharing your list of feeds as an OPML file, a blogroll, or as headlines on your website. Note that only the Web Edition options are offered with the free account.
My Account
Use this area to change passwords or to buy access to premium NewsGator services.
Extras

For the most part this area contains advanced features for bloggers and web developers. There are, however, useful tools for the rest of us on the Subscription Tools tab.
NewsGator Screensaver

This shows the latest news as a screensaver. Note that you must have Microsoft .Net Version 2 Framework installed.

NewsGator Toolbar
This toolbar offers a variety of options to help manage your NewsGator account. This feature also requires .Net Version 2.
Internet Explorer context menu
If you use Internet Explorer as your browser, you can add a tool that puts a Subscribe in NewsGator Online Services link in your right-click context menu.

Subscription Bookmarklet
Whether you use Internet Explorer, Firefox, or Safari you can make use of this tool to quickly add subscriptions to your NewsGator account.

Google Toolbar

This does not appear on the Subscription Tools tab, but it should! If you use the Firefox web browser, the Google Toolbar (http://toolbar.google.com/?promo=mor-tb-en) has a subscribe button built in to it.
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Feeds and Folders - Organizing Your Feeds

NewsGator allows you to group like feeds into folders. To set up folders, go to My Settings | Organize Folders…
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…or right click on a folder in the Feeds & Folders area. Select New Folder from the context menu. After you have created folders you can use the Feeds and Folders area of the main screen to drag-and-drop feeds into folders. 
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Baylor Libraries’ RSS Info  Page

Visit our RSS page to learn more about RSS. Be sure to follow the link to our Recommended Feeds Page to add local and Baylor news, library information, and recent table of contents for some of your favorite journals.

http://www.baylor.edu/lib/rss/
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