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Happy New School Year!  I’m sure that all of you are back into the rhythm and routine of the new school year.  Best of luck as you do continue to do the most important work on the face of the earth – educating children and young adults.  I hope that you were excited to see our organization’s very first newsletter in your mailbox.  Please share this newsletter, especially the membership form (Make copies!), with your colleagues so that they too can be plugged in to “what’s happening” in mathematics education both in Central Texas and beyond.  Also, please notice the important dates below for upcoming CTCTM events.  I hope to see you at our Fall meeting and /or our Spring mini-conference.  In the meantime, have a fantastic school 
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year!

Mary Margaret Shoaf

CTCTM President

IMPORTANT CTCTM DATES – MARK YOUR CALENDAR
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October 9..........................CTCTM Fall Meeting, 4:30pm – 6:30pm

McLennan Community College, Lecture Hall*

Speakers, Refreshments, and Door Prizes!!!!

Topic: Teaching Ideas for the Math Classroom

(*NW of parking lots F and G, off Highlander Drive)

[image: image6.png]


March 6......................The Fourth Annual Meeting of the CTCTM

8am – 1:30pm, Region XII Service Center

Mini-conference with Keynote Speaker and Grade Level Sessions

Morning Snacks and Lunch

Other Events of Interest

AIMS Workshops........................................................October 18, Houston, Geometry, K-2

(Call 1-888-733-2467 or visit


 October 25, Houston, Geometry, 3-5



www.aimsedu.org for info)

 October 25, Round Rock, Geometry, K-2








 November 15, Houston, Measurement, K-2








 November 15, Round Rock, Geometry, 3-5

NCTM National....................................April 21-24, 2004, Philadelphia, PA (www.nctm.org/meetings/)

CAMT...................................................................July 15-17, 2004, San Antonio (www.tenet.edu/camt/)

NCTM Regional...........................................................November 4-6, 2004, New Orleans*

(*Contact Trena Wilkerson if interested in submitting a proposal.)

NCTM Academies................................October 27-29, Mystic, Connecticut, Algebra, all grade bands


(Visit www.nctm.org/academy
      December 15-17, Denver, Data and Probability, all grade bands



for more info)
 
      February 26-28, St. Louis, Data and Probability, all grade bands






      March 25-27, Richmond, Geometry, all grade bands






      June 24-26, Cleveland, Assessment, all grade bands






      July 12-14, Boston, Data and Probability, all grade bands

________________Grade-level Greetings________________
Terrific Tangrams  I hope the start of your school year has been an enjoyable experience for you and your students.  When I was asked to share a few words of wisdom for this newsletter, I thought of my first day with my new third grade students.  I gave each child a set of tangrams, shared the story of Tan using overhead tangrams, and gave them time to play with their set.  Many of my students were seeing tangrams for the first time.  They were amazed at the possibilities.  A reporter and cameraman from Channel 10 came to visit and film the class during this time.  As I watched the report on T.V. that evening, I focused on the faces of the children.  Every child was so involved with their challenging tangrams, they didn't seem to be aware of the camera and visitors.  We have "played" with other manipulatives since that first day.  I learn so much about my students during these lessons.  Each experience allows a child to explore possibilities and develop their own ability to reason and problem solve. Enjoy a school year of excitement and learning for yourself and your students.








Sherilyn Nering








VP-Elementary

Great Groups  The grouping of students in a mathematics classroom environment is a strategy that has worked quite well for the middle school students at our campus. It involves kids, keeps them motivated, makes it fun, builds great communication skills, and teaches them how to work with each other.  Before grouping, the teacher must observe the students for two to three weeks before assigning their job descriptions.  You will make changes in the groups as you work with the students throughout the year.  

The job descriptions are shared by most of the students as the year progresses.  

Math Grouping Job Descriptions:  The Peer Tutor is a student whose job is to be very attentive to the teacher during instruction so he/she can explain and take the information back to the group when needed.  (The PT also carries out other roles when a group member is absent.)  The Mentor is a student who mentors only the supply giver in the group (which should be the slowest person in the group).  This is great for us because we are an INCLUSION school.  The mentor also takes over the PT role when the PT is absent.  The Task Manager is the group member who keeps the group focused.  The student who is the loudest and most talkative in the group is the perfect person for this job.  Your noise level in the classroom is amazingly controlled.  The Supply Giver is the group member whose job is to pick up and carry back all supplies used daily. This is a BIG JOB because we are a hands-on 

school!!

Grouping is a very powerful teaching strategy when you consistently implement it on a daily basis.  It helps with discipline, kids are teaching other kids, listening skills are improved, it teaches responsibility, and makes learning fun.  When this strategy is used daily it is awesome to see it in action.








Beverly Johnson








VP-Middle School

Affirming Advice  Over and over again I have used the following advice with my student teachers---it was offered to me a 

long time ago from a caring principal---it goes like this:

---The first year in teaching, one is so overwhelmed that one questions one's reasons for going into teaching but hangs in there.

---The second year, one finds that it is not as difficult to smile and begins to think teaching is a good choice and the classroom is 

not quite as stressful as the first painstakingly difficult and overwhelming first year.

---But the third year, one comes in the door sporting smiles, realizing the rewards that come from teaching and the great feelings 

that arise out of touching the precious lives assigned to one's care on a daily basis.

I have experienced this personally and have treasured it throughout my 20 years in education.  Have a great year touching lives as only teachers can do.








Lynn Speegle








VP-High School

Roundabout Riddle  At MCC, we are enjoying another record enrollment and looking forward to hosting all of you for the October 9 (CT)2M meeting! On that day, we want to share exciting new information about our transfer programs in math, physics, education, engineering, and biomedical science as well as some fun teaching ideas that will be applicable at any level – and all ready to use!  And now a timely riddle . . . what do you get when you divide the circumference of your jack-o-lantern by its diameter? . . . .  Pumpkin (, of course!  Have a great week.


Debby Hewitt

VP-College/University
Winner Websites  The following local/state websites are great sources for lesson ideas and other resources supporting mathematics education.  Visit them soon!

www3.baylor.edu/SOE/C-Cubed/

www.esc12.net/

www.tenet.edu/teks/math/
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CTCTM Membership Application
All information provided is confidential and not available to outside sources 

without express written permission of CTCTM Executive Council.

Name_____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address_________________________________ City/State______________________

Zip Code_____________________ Home Phone (_________)_____________________________

Email Address____________________________________________________________________

School________________________________ Position__________________________________

Grade Level___________________ School Phone (_________) _________________________

Annual Dues: $10.00__________________ Full Time Student: $5.00___________________
Last updated 8/20/03

Make Check Payable to CTCTM

Mail to: Colleen Eddy, Baylor University, P.O. Box 97314, Waco, TX 76798-7314

CTCTM Spring Min-conference, March 6, 2004

Speaker Proposal Form

If you are interested in submitting a proposal please provide the following information: 

I. Presenter Information


   II. Presentation Information
Name ___________________________
   Title of Session _________________________________
Home Address ____________________
   Grade Level(s)  (Please check all that apply.)

City/State ________________________
   PK-2 ___ 3-5 ___ 6-8 ___ 9-12 ___ College ___

Zip __________ Phone _____________




School Name _____________________
   Description  (Limit 25 words)  (May be done on 

Email: ___________________________
   separate sheet and attached)
  


Please give the same information for 



additional speakers on a separate sheet.





 

Mail to: 
Dr. Tommy Bryan


         Baylor University

         P.O. Box 97328

         Waco, TX 76798

         Phone:  254-710-4080

         Tommy_Bryan@baylor.edu
Would you be willing to make this presentation twice if needed?
Yes
No

ONLY OVERHEAD PROJECTORS AND SCREENS WILL BE PROVIDED.

Be sure to share with your colleagues!
Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics


CTCTM Newsletter


Fall, 2003
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