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“In the state of 
Arizona, Internet 
‘trolling’ could 
lead to a Class 
1 Misdemeanor, 
punishable by a 
$2,500 fine and up 
to six months in 
jail. For those who 
have not used the 
Internet for more 
than an hour, it is 
filled with forums 
and other websites 
where people post 
some of the most 
terrible things in 
the world because 
they stand behind 
the anonymity of a 
computer screen.”
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Farming smiles 
Spring Farm Day will be 
hosted by World Hunger 
Relief Inc. from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday. Events will 
include live music, a 5K 
fundraising bike ride, ven-
dors and prize giveaways. 
Adult tickets are $7 and 
children are $3. Lunch is 
included in the ticket price 
and will be served from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more 
information and 
directions, go to 
www.worldhungerelief.org.

Hear the voices sing
Concert Choir will 
perform with the Campus 
Orchestra at 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in Jones Hall of 
the McCrary Music 
Building. They will per-
form “Requiem” by John 
Rutter and “Ave Verum” 
by Mozart.

The place to go to know 
the places to go

baylorlariat.com

Left: Waco resident Gadiel Saadi knocks stuffing off a pinata Thursday during Baylor’s Fiesta celebration at the Vara Martin Daniel Plaza. 
At the same event, Overland Park, Kan., senior Jimmy Kuhn attempts to ride a rodeo bull rig.

Matt Hellman | Lariat Photo Editor

¡Fiesta! jazzes up Union Bowl 

Alum 
receives 
national 
grant

By Trevor Allison
Reporter

A Baylor graduate student was 
recently awarded a prestigious 
grant from the National Science 
Foundation for research in bio-
fuel and sustainability.

Plano doctoral candidate Val-
dez, in his first year at Baylor, said 
he will use the grant to research 
the ability of switchgrass, a com-
mon plant in North America, to 
retain carbon in its root system. 

Valdez is studying with The 
Institute of Ecological, Earth and 
Environmental Sciences at Baylor, 
which is an interdisciplinary doc-
toral program. 

Students in the program study 
chemistry, biology, geology and 
other sciences relating to the sus-
tainability of earth’s natural sys-
tem.

According to the National 
Science Foundation website, the 
three-year grant includes — on a 
yearly basis — a $30,000 stipend, 
a $10,000 cost-of-education al-
lowance to the institution, inter-
national research opportunities 
and access to the TeraGrid super-
computer, an extensive research 
network.

Valdez, who received his 
undergraduate degree from St. 
Mary’s University in San Antonio, 
said he came up with the research 
idea in conjunction with Dr. Bill 
Hockaday, Baylor assistant pro-
fessor of geology and Valdez’s fac-
ulty adviser.

“I had some research ideas 
I wanted to pursue,” Hockaday 
said. “Then Zach and I talked 
about his interests and found he 
wants to make a contribution to 
the world in the area of biofuels.”

Hockaday said he has had ex-
perience in researching switch-
grass and is excited about the re-
search Valdez is going to do.

“Switchgrass is one of the 
most promising crops we have for 
making biofuels,” Hockaday said 
of the fast-growing crop.

Valdez said his research will 
be half of a two-part project per-
formed in conjunction with stu-
dents at Rice University. 

He said the research at Rice 
will deal with the above-ground 
part of the plant and its ability to 
be turned into a biofuel, which 
occurs when the plant is broken 
down into ethanol — much like 
corn can be.

Valdez’s part of the project 
deals with the root system, find-
ing the best environment for the 

Chet Edwards to talk politics
By Mallory Hisler

Reporter

Former U.S. congressman 
Chet Edwards will speak about 
the problems in Washington and 
the positive aspects of American 
infrastructure and government at 
the W.R. Poage Legislative Library 
2012 Spring Lecture. 

The lecture will be held at 4 
p.m. Tuesday in Bennett Audito-
rium. 

Edwards began work as Bay-
lor’s W.R. Poage Distinguished 
Chair for Public Service in Febru-
ary.

“The W.R. Poage Annual 

Spring Lecture pro-
vides an excellent op-
portunity to bring in 
legislators and schol-
ars who have been 
involved in public 
service,” Pattie Orr, 
dean of university li-
braries and vice presi-
dent for Information 
Technology, wrote in 
an email to the Lariat. 
“Chet      Edwards brings many 
years of hands-on public service, 
so he provides a rich understand-
ing of the political process that he 
can share with our community 
and, particularly, with students 

who are thinking of 
ways they can engage 
in public service.” 

Edwards will 
lecture on the topic 
“What’s Wrong With 
Washington and 
Right With Ameri-
ca?” 

“I believe there is 
far more right with 
America than wrong,” 

Edwards wrote in an email to the 
Lariat. “We are still the greatest 
economic, military and political 
power in the world, and Ameri-
cans have more freedoms and 
opportunities than others could    

ever imagine. 
However, the combination of 

the imperfections of our democ-
racy, such as today’s harsh parti-
san atmosphere in Washington, 
and the national media’s approach 
that if it is not conflict, it is not 
news, makes it easier for many to 
focus on what is wrong with our 
nation.” 

Carl Flynn, director of mar-
keting and communications for 
university libraries, said a large 
portion of Edwards’ speech will 
focus on what is right with Amer-
ica’s system.

Edwards

By Meghan Hendrickson
Reporter

Baylor students can learn how 
to share their mission trip stories 
and the stories of those they meet 
through photography at a work-
shop next week.

Baylor Spiritual Life is host-
ing the Mission Trip Photogra-
phy Training Seminar from 6 to       
7:30 p.m. Monday in the Bobo 
Spiritual Life Center. Snacks will 
be provided.

The seminar is free and open 
to all students, not just those who 
are going on mission trips this 
year.

Adam Velez, missions aware-
ness ministry associate for Spiri-
tual Life and first-year Truett 
Seminary student, is facilitating 
the event and said he hopes it will 

help students learn how to better 
share their stories.

“The ultimate goal is to en-
courage not just mission trip 
participants, but everybody to 
see the gift of photography and 
relating messages across cultural 
barriers to partake in those expe-
riences together,” Velez said.

Dr. Michael Korpi, film and 
digital media professor, and Bay-
lor alumnus Wynne Elder, a pho-
tographer in Midland, will serve 
as guest speakers for the event.

Holly Widick, coordinator for 
Baylor missions who is in charge 
of public relations for the event, 
said the two guest speakers are 
both professionals and experts in 
sharing stories visually. Widick 
also said she hopes to apply their 
“wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence” to her own experiences.

“Students will learn how to 
capture stories rather than just 
faces and landscapes,” Widick 
said.

Lovettsville, Va., junior Em-
ily Jones is planning to attend the 
seminar.

“The goal [of the seminar] is to 
better equip students for captur-
ing moments and the essence of 
their mission,” Jones said, “so that 
they can share that with friends, 

family and even strangers once 
they return home.” 

Jones is not going on a mis-
sion trip this summer — like the 
232 members of the Baylor com-
munity who will be serving on 12 
mission trip teams in eight coun-
tries — but said she hopes to learn 
photography skills she can use in 
any environment.

Seminar to teach 
students missions 
photography skills

SEE LECTURE, page 8

SEE NSF GRANT, page 8SEE MISSION, page 8

RFK son invokes father’s assassination during court date 
By Jim Fitzgerald
Associated Press

MOUNT KISCO, N.Y. — The 
son of Sen. Robert Kennedy in-
voked his father’s assassination 
Thursday in a case stemming 
from his attempt to take his new-
born son from a hospital mater-
nity ward.

Douglas Kennedy is charged 
with endangering the baby and 
physically harassing two nurses in 
the January incident.

After a mostly procedural 
court session, Kennedy said, “It 
is OK for a father to hold his son 

in his arms ... my father was taken 
away from me when I was a baby.”

“The only thing I wanted to do 
that night was to be with my son 
and hold him in my arms,” Ken-
nedy said.

On Jan. 7, Kennedy tried to 
take his 2-day-old son from the 
maternity ward at Northern West-
chester Hospital in Mount Kisco, 
about 30 miles from Manhattan. 

He said he wanted some fresh 
air for the baby, but nurses tried 
to stop him, citing hospital policy, 
and a tussle was recorded on hos-
pital video. 

Security guards were sum-

moned and the baby stayed in the 
hospital.

The hospital reported the inci-
dent to police and the state’s Child 
Protective Services. Kennedy was 
arrested in February.

One nurse said Kennedy 
twisted her arm as she tried to 
keep him from leaving with the 
baby, and another said he kicked 
her.

Kennedy, 44, said Thursday 
“I was protecting my son from a 
complete stranger who tried to 
grab him from my arms.”

Douglas Kennedy, right, arrives early to a locked door at village court 
Thursday in Mount Kisco, N.Y. Kennedy, son of the late Sen. Robert 
Kennedy, was in court on charges he endangered his newborn son and 
harassed the nurses who tried to stop him from taking his son out of       
the building.

Associated Press

•	 Spiritual Life will also be hosting events Monday 
through Thursday for students who want to write 

encouragement letters to Baylor summer missions 
participants.

Letter writing events will be held:
•	 Monday and Wednesday outside of Chapel before 

and after Chapel services from 9 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

•	 Thursday during Diadeloso at Fountain Mall. Let-
ters can also be dropped off at the Bobo Spiritual 
Life Center from now until the end of the spring 

semester.

SEE RFK SON, page 8

Funds to be 
used in biofuel 
research

 Encourage your peers
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Free speech and the Internet 
are under attack once again.

Arizona House Bill 2549 
looks to amend the telephone 
harassment section of the state’s 
anti-stalking law to include on-
line communication of today.

It doesn’t sound so bad ini-
tially, does it? Of course the 
government should help prevent 
people from being stalked, either 
through physical or electronic 
means.

But the government tried to 
legislate the Internet using lan-
guage far too vague, possibly 
in a way that could hinder free 
speech.

The clause in question states:
“It is unlawful for any person, 

with intent to terrify, intimidate, 
threaten, harass, annoy or offend, 
to use any electronic or digital 
device and use any obscene, lewd 
or profane language or suggest 
any lewd or lascivious act, or 
threaten to inflict physical harm 

to the person or property of any 
person.”

In other words, in the state of 
Arizona, Internet “trolling” could 
lead to a Class 1 Misdemeanor, 
punishable by a $2,500 fine and 
up to six months in jail.

For those who have not used 
the Internet for more than an 
hour, it is filled with forums 
other websites where people post 
some of the most terrible things 
in the world because they stand 
behind the anonymity of a com-
puter screen. 

Aside from the trolling, the 
words “harass, annoy or of-
fend…” are potentially danger-
ous. Imagine if someone posts 
a politically-charged status on 

Facebook with which you dis-
agree. It may offend you, and 
potentially you could report your 
friend for a Class 1 Misdemean-
or.

And who decides what kind 
of language is intended to of-
fend? What offends one person 
may not necessarily offend an-
other, but it only takes one per-
son’s judgment for this bill to put 
someone behind bars.

The language in this bill is so 
vague that anything posted, from 
a Facebook status, tweet, Youtube 
comment, forum post or any 
method of electronic communi-
cation open to public view falls 
into the parameters of the bill.

The original law in Arizona 
was designed for telephones, 
which makes sense because the 
“obscene, lewd or profane lan-
guage” is within a one-on-one 
conversation, and it’s clear who 
the victim is. 

The proposed bill would 
amend the language from tele-
phone to any electronic or digital 
device, which is completely dif-
ferent. Any number of people can 
be offended or feel annoyed by a 

Facebook status even if the status 
is not directed toward a specific 
individual.

The bill was created to stop 
online bullying, which does need 
to happen. Kids are in more dan-
ger of being teased and abused by 
their classmates than they were 
before the advent of the Internet. 
However, good intentions do not 
make a good bill.

The Internet is just like any 
other topic the government legis-
lates. Research needs to be done 
before a bill is created. A law-
maker would not write a bill con-
cerning space programs without 
consulting NASA officials and 
researching the subject (hope-
fully). The Internet is no differ-
ent. Through surveys, research or 
other means, we need an idea of 
where and how often people are 
being harassed on the Internet.

The craziest thing is that this 
bill was unanimously approved 
by the Arizona Senate before be-
ing stopped in the House. 

Hopefully this bill does not 
go through, at least without some 
serious adaptations to its lan-
guages.

Arizona’s online harassment bill has 
good intentions but poor wording
Editorial

Baylor has had a successful 
year in sports. You know most of 
this already, but here’s a refresher. 
We’ve had a Heisman winner, 
a 10-win football team, a men’s 
basketball Elite Eight appearance 
and a women’s basketball national 
championship.

That’s pretty successful. And 
makes it pretty easy for Baylor 
students to love sports. But what 
about students at other schools 
who don’t have competitive ath-
letics? Or  how about fans of pe-
rennially unsuccessful teams, like 
the New Orleans Hornets, Seattle 
Mariners or Buffalo Bills (I know, 
the Bills made four straight Super 
Bowl appearances in the 1990s. 
But they lost all of them.) 

Or what about any Cleveland 
sports franchise? Why do their 
fans love sports?

It’s because there is more to 
sports than winning and losing, 
success and failure.

Sports are about teamwork 
and individual struggle and tri-
umph. They are about pushing 
yourself to your limit. You can 
learn things from sports experi-
ences that apply to all parts of life. 
Teamwork. Camaraderie. That 
special bond between teammates 
that can only be built through 
mutual struggle and triumph. 
The sense of reward for hard 
work. The idea that you may not 
always win, even if you try your 
best. Knowing that there is always 
a chance for anyone to win. As my 
dad says, “That’s why they play 
the games.”

I play sports because I want to 
win. I love sports because even if 
I don’t win, there’s always the next 
game. Sports make the impossible 
possible. Everyone has a story of 
sports have inspired them. 

I loved the time my dad spent 
teaching me baseball and the time 
I’ve spent teaching him soccer. (I 
love baseball more, so I guess he’s 
a better teacher.)

When you’re a kid, athletes 
are heroes who are larger than 
life, almost above human. When 
you’re an adult, you realize ath-
letes are just people, but you have 
more respect for what they do the 
more you learn about the human 
experience.  

I love sports because in 1980 
a team of amateur American 
hockey players beat the great-
est hockey team ever assembled. 
I loved how Jason McElwain, an 
autistic basketball player who sat 
on the bench his entire senior 
season of high school in 2006, got 
to play the last four minutes of his 

final game and hit six 3-pointers 
in that span. 

I love sports because two 
baseball teams can make the play-
offs on the final night of the sea-
son after overcoming the largest 
leads in history, one on a walk-off 
home run. In 2007, Appalachian 
State’s Division II football team 
beat Michigan at Michigan’s sta-
dium, despite Michigan being 
so heavily favored that casinos 
wouldn’t even take bets on the 
game. Because of sports, Michael 
Oher is far from being homeless 
and had his story turned into 
“The Blind Side” starring Sandra 
Bullock.

In 1988 Kirk Gibson could 
hardly walk when he hit a game-
winning home run in the World 
Series and commentator Jack 
Buck exclaimed, “I can’t believe 
what I just saw.” In 2003 Brett Fa-
vre threw for 399 yards and four 
touchdowns the day after his fa-
ther died.

I love sports because Jackie 
Robinson was much more than 
the first African-American to 
play Major League Baseball and 
because “experts” can’t figure out 
how Tim Tebow wins games.

I saw the first New Orleans 
Saints game in New Orleans af-
ter Hurricane Katrina and I am 
certain there is no football team 
ever assembled that would have 
beaten the Saints, and their city, 
that night.

I love sports for other reasons 
that I can’t even put in to words.

In the words of the great Scott 
Van Pelt, “Sports are better than 
anything else always.” That’s why 
I love sports.

Trevor Allison is a senior jour-
nalism major from Floyds Knobs, 
Ind., and is a reporter for the 
Lariat.

Sports mean more 
than scoreboards 
and championships

Trevor Allison | Reporter

This semester I have had the 
privilege of covering matches for 
the women’s tennis team. When-
ever I began writing for The Lar-
iat, I was really nervous because 
it was my first time reporting and 
writing and I didn’t really know 
what to expect. 

Then I was told that I was go-
ing to be writing about tennis, 
and even though it was a subject 
I didn’t know much about, I’ve al-
ways had a passion for sports and 
knew I would eventually get the 
hang of it.

Growing up, I never paid any 
attention or showed any interest 

in tennis just because I was too 
busy playing other sports. I’ve 
been an athlete all of my life and 
skied since I could walk, so in a 
way that lifestyle has defined who 
I am. 

 As a result, I had a little bit of 
an advantage starting out because 
I could relate to the athletes. I 
know what it’s like to push your-
self individually, be devoted to 
your team, and make sacrifices.

Interviewing the tennis team 
has been a great way for me to 
build confidence as a reporter be-
cause the women and the coaches 
are so easy to talk to. I started to 

engage with the players and the 
coaches, and relationships began 
to form. They have been so open 
and welcoming; everyone has 
treated me with so much respect. 

Then I realized I was spend-
ing so much time up at the Hurd 
Tennis Center not only for school 
but because I wanted to be there.  
I knew most of the women per-
sonally and wanted to go watch 
and cheer on some of the women 
I had started to look up to.  

Throughout this semester I 
have been able to see how much 
time and effort the coaches and 
players put into tennis. They 

work each day and dedicate the 
majority of their time being com-
mitted to women’s tennis. 

It has brought out a whole 
new respect from my prospective 
for these women. 

Almost all of the women are 
foreign and have left their fami-
lies and everything they have 
always known behind. Not only 
have they had to learn a com-
pletely different language, but 
they’ve also adapted to a totally 
different atmosphere. 

Their commitment to tennis 
and willingness to be so far away 
from home just proves in itself 

how much love they have for the 
game.  

Their passion has sparked 
my interest for tennis and even 
though the women’s tennis team 
makes it look so easy, I have 
been wanting to learn how to 
play. Maybe I’ll pick up a tennis 
HP one semester, or take a ten-
nis lesson, which is something I 
probably would have never done 
before. 

Kasey McMillian is a junior 
journalism news-editorial major 
from Lubbock and is a reporter for 
the Lariat.

Life ain’t easy when serving aces 5,000 miles away from home

“The government tried 
to legislate the Internet 
using language far too 

vague, possibly in a 
way that could hinder 

free speech.”

Kasey McMillian | Reporter
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RENTING FURNITURE. THE ONLY 
THING YOU DO IN COLLEGE THAT 
YOU’LL BE ABLE TO TELL YOUR  
KIDS ABOUT SOMEDAY. 

RENTING FURNITURE. THE ONLY 
THING YOU DO IN COLLEGE THAT 
YOU’LL BE ABLE TO TELL YOUR  
KIDS ABOUT SOMEDAY. 

FURNITURE FOR NOW.In college, the less permanent the better. Relationships, hairstyles, even furniture. Skip the moving, lifting and assembling and fill your place with stylish, comfortable furniture without lifting a finger. So, unless you’re super handy with a screwdriver or happen to love lifting large couches, give us a call. 
1-855-435-9133 or visit www.cort.com/student

©2012 CORT. All rights reserved.

Study finds males who reach rank of Eagle Scout are good for society
By Bre Nicols

Reporter

Baylor Researchers have found 
members of the Boy Scouts of 
America who achieve the highest 
rank, Eagle Scout, have a positive, 
long-lasting effect on American 
society in a recent study titled 
“Merit Beyond the Badge.”

The Baylor Institute for Stud-
ies of Religion and the Program on 
Prosocial Behavior partnered with 
the Gallup Organization to con-
duct a nationwide random survey 
in 2010 of 2,512 adult males. The 

John Templeton Foundation pro-
vided a two-year research grant to 
fund the study. 

Dr. Byron R. Johnson, direc-
tor of the Program on Prosocial 
Behavior and Institute for Studies 
of Religion co-director, said the 
research team included: Dr. Sung 
Joon Jang, a Baylor professor of 
sociology; Dr. Young-Il Kim, a 
post-doctoral fellow at the Insti-
tute for Studies of Religion; Dr. 
Buster Smith, a former Institute for 
Studies of Religion post-doctoral 
student; and Dr. Clay Polson, a so-
ciologist at Messiah College.

Jang, one of two principal in-
vestigators for the study, said the 
findings complement the 100th an-
niversary of the Eagle Scouts.

“Understandably, after produc-
ing Eagle Scouts for 100 years, Boy 
Scouts of America was interested 
in seeing if members were posi-
tively contributing to society,” Jang 
said.

Johnson said the focus of the 
study was to “determine if achiev-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout is as-
sociated with prosocial behavior 
and development of character that 
carries over into young adulthood 

and beyond.” 
Three different groups were 

surveyed for the study: Eagle 
Scouts, Boy Scouts who had not 
received the Eagle Scout rank and 
non-scouts. 

Johnon said in an email to the 
Lariat that results of the survey 
showed Eagle Scouts: 

• Are more likely to participate 
in health and recreational activities

• Show a greater connection to 
family, coworkers, neighbors and 
the people around them

• Share a greater belief in 
duty to God, serving others and           

their communities
• Engage in behaviors that en-

hance and protect the environment
• Are more likely to commit 

to personal, professional, spiritual 
and financial goals

• Show higher levels of plan-
ning and preparedness

• Are more likely to develop 
positive character traits

Jang said anyone involved in 
Boy Scouts is more likely to con-
tribute positively to society be-
cause of time they spent in the or-
ganization as an adolescent. 

“The longer you stay with the 

program, the greater the benefits 
are from it,” Jang said, “because 
you go through different stages of 
awards, programs and projects that 
help you personally become aware 
of various social skills and what it 
means to have a good, meaningful 
life.” 

Johnson said in an email the 
researchers will release another 
research report in June comparing 
Scouts to non-Scouts, in addition 
to the report that has already been 
released.

The full study can be down-
loaded at www.baylorisr.org.

Historic drought increases awareness of water conservation
By Ramit Plushnick-Masti

Associated Press

AUSTIN — When Susan 
Combs was growing up on her 
family’s West Texas ranch, con-
serving water was part of everyday 
life: If the windmill wasn’t turning 
and the storage tank at least half 
full, the household plumbing was 
turned off — even the toilets.

In her political career, Combs 
has been urging Texans to save wa-
ter, first as a lawmaker, then as ag-
riculture commissioner and now as 
state comptroller. After the worst 
one-year drought in state history, 
people seem to be listening.

Combs has reason to hope that 
lessons from the drought could 
change the state’s attitudes about 
water usage. And they are trying to 
capitalize on the heightened aware-
ness by adopting conservation 
plans that will ease the next crisis.

“From a water-supply perspec-
tive, we are just not prepared,” 
Combs said. “If each town and city 
doesn’t come up with a successful 
water plan, the state will be worse 
off for it.”

The drought that began more 
than a year ago is finally breaking 
in parts of Texas. But state and lo-
cal officials aren’t content to watch 
the parched landscape change 
color. They want to analyze the dry 

spell and assess what worked, what 
failed and what needs improve-
ment. A few examples:

• The mayors of Dallas and Fort 
Worth and suburban Arlington and 
Irving are asking their city councils 
to consider making permanent the 
twice-a-week maximum watering 
restrictions that have been in place 
for several months. 

• Nearly every legislative com-
mittee in the state House and 
Senate has been asked to review 
some aspect of the drought. At last 
month’s first meeting of the House 
Natural Resources Committee, 
Chairman Allan Ritter pleaded 
with participants: “Please do not 
forget how dry that it can get.”

• San Antonio, which spent 
nearly $300,000 promoting water 
restrictions during the drought, 
concluded that the effort was so 
successful that the city now has a 
campaign reminding people of the 
risks of another potentially hot, 
dry summer.

• The Lower Colorado River 
Authority, which manages two of 
the largest lakes that provide wa-
ter to Austin and the surrounding 
area, has already submitted a pro-
posed long-term plan that would 
significantly alter how it manages 
and distributes water.

• The Texas Water Development 
Board is reviewing ways to create a 

set of guidelines that would help 
communities determine when to 
restrict water usage.

One obstacle looms over many 
of these efforts: The state can make 
plans for water needs, but it has 
no authority or tools to ensure the 
plans are actually implemented.

Fifteen years ago, in the mid-
1990s, Texas suffered a drought 
that plunged farmers and ranchers 
into bankruptcy and highlighted 
how unprepared cities were to deal 
with severe water shortages. As 
a result, the Legislature ordered 
the Water Development Board to 
plan regionally for the state’s water 
needs, slicing up Texas into areas 
that would work together to pre-
pare for the future.

Since then, regional agencies 
have spent millions of dollars on 
three new water plans — one every 
five years — designed to address 
growing population, scarce water 
resources and future needs.

“So now, we had another 
drought, and we had cities running 
out of water and that’s largely be-
cause the plan wasn’t implement-
ed,” said Dan Hardin, director of 
the water resources planning divi-
sion.

Hardin said he worries that the 
state’s fiscal problems will prevent 
meaningful improvements.

In addition, the state’s utilities 

did not impose restrictions consis-
tently. In some areas, one city re-
stricted water usage, while a neigh-
boring town did not. Houston, for 
example, had restrictions in place 
for months, while neighboring 
Sugar Land never implemented its 
drought-contingency plan.

“You don’t see people reacting 
uniformly to an issue that hit Texas 
pretty uniformly,” said Laura Huff-
man, director of the Nature Con-
servancy in Texas.

Farmers and ranchers are                                       
taking steps of their own. Many are 
drilling wells, realizing that in the 

next drought they will not be able 
to rely on surface water alone.

In fact, so many farmers are 
drilling wells, conservation dis-
tricts say they will have to stop per-
mitting them at some point. 

Combs’ office issued a report in 
February that also looked at strate-
gies employed in other cities.

In arid New Mexico, Santa Fe 
diversified its water supply and 
now draws water from two lakes 
and two aquifers. The city has also 
taken steps to prevent water evapo-
ration and wildfires. 

Those projects could also be 
useful in Texas, where evapora-
tion during triple-digit heat helped 
deplete reservoirs and wildfires 
destroyed more than 1,600 homes 
and charred 33,000 acres near Aus-
tin.

Combs said she believes Texas 
should invest in desalinization, an 
expensive but quicker alternative 
to building new reservoirs. Cities, 
she said, must create more consis-
tent plans for dealing with drought 
and offer financial incentives to 
help farmers.

What is certain, she said, is that 
if steps aren’t taken, Texas’ future 
will be shaky.

The lack of water, Combs said, 
“is the single most devastating 
thing that can happen to the econ-
omy.”

In this Aug. 3, 2011 file photo, Texas State Park police officer Thomas Big-
ham walks across the cracked lake bed of O.C. Fisher Lake, in San Angelo. 
A combination of factors in the drought-stricken region dried up the lake. 
Texans and officials are trying to capitalize on heightened drought aware-
ness by adopting conservation plans that will ease the next crisis.

Associated Press
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If you’re a high achiever and 
want to work with some of the 
brightest minds in the business, 
an internship at Ernst & Young 
can give you all the support 
you need to help put your skills 
into practice and grow as a 
professional. To learn more, 
visit ey.com/us/possibilities.  

See More | Inspiration  

Real challenges.
Unreal support. 
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Hailstorm hits Texas Panhandle

In this photo provided by the Amarillo/Potter/Randall Office of Emergency Management, a motorist sits Wednes-
day in a truck partially buried in slushy hail near Amarillo. Weather service crews are assessing the damage from 
a Texas Panhandle storm that dumped several feet of nickel-sized hail, stranded motorists in muddy hail drifts and 
closed a highway for several hours.

Associated Press

Alum’s passion for refugees 
leads to founding nonprofit  

By Kayla Reeves
Reporter

A Baylor graduate who cre-
ated a nonprofit organization to 
help refugees in Thailand recently 
shared his ideas at an international 
conference sponsored by a Bill 
Clinton initiative that brings world 
leaders together to discuss global 
issues.

Chris Woodruff, a 2009 Baylor 
graduate, co-founded the organi-
zation Life Raft International to 
provide food, shelter and other 
necessities for refugees in Bang-
kok, Thailand. He and co-founder 
Michael Hoyt taught English in 
Bangkok for a year soon after grad-
uating Baylor. The year he spent 
teaching sparked Woodruff ’s pas-
sion for working with refugees.

Kathryn Mueller, a senior lec-
turer in sociology, has been coor-
dinating the teaching program for 
the last 20 years. It allows Baylor 
graduates to teach English as a sec-
ond language to Thai elementary 
school students. Woodruff took 
Mueller’s class as an undergradu-
ate and was later selected for the 
program. 

Wattana Wittaya Academy in 
Bangkok” is a private school con-
sisting of about one-third royal 
children, one-third children of 
the elite and one-third very poor 
children who scored high on stan-
dardized tests and received schol-
arships, Mueller said.

Mueller said while many of the 
children at the school were wealthy, 
Woodruff could have been exposed 
to the refugees in Bangkok because 
it is a huge city where many local 
churches and monks are involved 
in helping the underprivileged.

Woodruff said he always had 
the goal of helping people.

“I went [to Thailand] with the 
idea of doing volunteer work,” 
Woodruff said. “After a year, I talk-
ed to Mike, and it had been such a 
transformative experience for him 

that he decided he wanted to keep 
helping them.” 

Thailand is a hub for refugees in 
Asia, Woodruff said, because it is 
relatively developed, easy to escape 
to and several aid organizations are 
waiting to help the refugees when 
they arrive.

Refugees in Thailand leave the 
dangers of their countries, but after 
about two months, their tourist vi-
sas expire and they can be thrown 
into international prisons or sent 
back to their native countries, 
Woodruff said. 

“They’ll have horrible condi-
tions, bad food and water, dis-
ease-ridden environment [in the 
prisons or their home countries]. 
They’re trying to live under the ra-
dar, relying on aid organizations to 
help them,” he said. “They escape 
persecution and go to Thailand to 
get refugee status with the UN, and 
then settle in new places. But a lot 
of people there are stuck without 
refugee status.”

Mueller said she is not sur-
prised by Woodruff ’s motivation. 

“He certainly participates fully 
in anything he’s involved in. He’s 
very gifted academically, and he’s 
one of those rare people who can 
immerse themselves completely in 
another culture,” Mueller said.

Life Raft International connects 
the refugees with people who want 
to help. They use email, Skype or 
Facebook to introduce donors to 
refugees, which makes it personal, 
Woodruff said. 

“Even 15 or 20 dollars a month 
goes a really long way for some of 
these families,” Woodruff said, al-
though  people with other skills 
or resources are also welcome to 
become involved with the organi-
zation. 

On March 31 and April 1, 
Woodruff brought his ideas to the 
Clinton Global Initiative Univer-
sity meeting — the international 
conference. Woodruff said Clinton 
attended and spoke at the meeting 

along with big-name celebrities 
like Usher, Jon Stewart and others 
who are not necessarily celebrities, 
but who have a big impact on com-
bating world issues.

“Young people have a greater 
ability to enact change than ever 
before,” Clinton said in a press re-
lease, “and Clinton Global Initia-
tive University is a global network 
of young people seeking to use the 
resources at their disposal to make 
a difference in the world.”

“Clinton Global Initiative Uni-
versity members do more than 
simply discuss problems,” the press 
release said. “They take concrete 
steps to solve them by building re-
lationships, creating action plans, 
participating in hands-on work-
shops and following up with Clin-
ton Global Initiative University as 
they complete their projects. Their 
efforts have culminated in approxi-
mately 3,000 Commitments to Ac-
tion.”

According to the conference  
website, Commitments to Ac-
tion “translate practical goals into 
meaningful and measurable re-
sults.”

Woodruff is able to participate 
in this students-only event because 
he is currently studying law at 
Georgetown University.

“My experience at Clinton 
Global Initiative University was 
fantastic. It was incredible just be-
ing able to meet so many people 
from around the world who had 
passions for things beyond them-
selves,” he said. “Sunday during the 
service project, I even got to have 
a conversation with former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.” 

Woodruff said he plans to con-
tinue his work with Life Raft Inter-
national once he finishes school, as 
opposed to letting his co-founders 
take over.

“I see this as a life work,” he said. 
“It’s not a full-time job. I always ex-
pect to be putting a decent amount 
of time into this on the side.” 

By Linda Stewart Ball
Associated Press

DALLAS — Maintenance 
crews worked Thursday to clear 
roads after a storm dumped several 
inches of hail on parts of the Texas 
Panhandle, trapping motorists in 
muddy drifts that were waist- to 
shoulder-high.

The storm left so much hail in 
its wake that workers had to use 
snow plows to clear the piles from 
the road.

“It was crazy,” National Weath-
er Service Meteorologist Justyn 
Jackson said about the strange 
storm, which hit Wednesday after-
noon. The hail was “real small” but 
there was a lot of it in a concentrat-
ed area, accumulating 2- to 4-feet 
deep, he said.

The rural area where the storm 
struck was mainly ranch land, 

about 25 miles north of Amarillo 
and south of Dumas. Rainwater 
gushed across the parched land, 
washing dirt and then mud into 
the hail, pushing it all onto U.S. 
287, Potter County Sheriff Brian 
Thomas said.

“There were just piles of hail,” 
said Maribel Martinez with the 
Amarillo/Potter/Randall Office of 
Emergency Management. “Some 
of the cars were just buried in hail 
and people were trapped in their 
cars.”

The southbound lane of the 
highway, which was shut down 
around 5 p.m. Wednesday, finally 
reopened early Thursday morn-
ing shortly after midnight, though 
water remained on the road until 
around 5 a.m., said Paul Braun, a 
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion spokesman in Amarillo.

Emergency crews also got sev-

eral swift-water rescue calls as the 
road was flooded in low-lying ar-
eas, Martinez said. Rural fences 
and vehicles suffered hail damage 
but there were no reported inju-
ries.

Braun said work crews stayed 
in roadside ditches Thursday af-
ternoon diligently trying to break 
up the ice jams and debris that 
had fused together and prevented 
drainage.

“We’ve got five, 6-foot high ice-
bergs along the roadway,” Braun 
said. “If we get another rainstorm 
it will flood again.”

But the National Weather Ser-
vice said it’s starting to clear up and 
should be a sunny weekend.

“That’s a good thing, since it 
will take a few days for that hail to 
melt,” said Andrew Moulton, a Na-
tional Weather Service meteorolo-
gist in Amarillo.
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HOUSING

CL ASSIFIEDS  Just call (254) 710-3407!   

HOUSE FOR LEASE.  5 
BR/2.5 BTH.  Convenient 
to Campus.  Washer/Dry-
er Fur nished.  $1100/
month.  Call 754-4834.

Affordable Living Walking Dis-
tance to Campus!  1 & 2 BR 
Units available.  Rent starting 
at $360.  Sign a 12 month 
lease before 3/31/12 and get 
half off your rent for June & 
July!  Call 754-4834. Staying in Waco for the sum-

mer? Need a part-time job? 
The Texas Sports Hall of Fame 
wants you! Apply in person on 
weekdays, ask for Missy – 
1108 S. University Parks Dr.

EMPLOYMENT

Schedule your Classified Ad today!

Brand new houses. ONLY 2 
units left.  STUDENTS and 
FACULTY ONLY. Safe units 
with mature tenants. Call 
Chip @ 254-379-0284

Rent Reduced! 4BR/2BA large 
brick duplex apartments. 4-6 
tenants.  Days: 315-3827.
Still searching for a House for 
next school year?? Stop look-
ing and start signing! Brothers 
Management still has Houses 
available.  Give us a call today 
to set up an appointment or 
find more information about 
our properties.  Don’t miss 
out, units are going fast! 
254-753-5355 Brothers 
Management: We’re Leasing 
Made Easy!!

By Jamie Lim
Reporter

Twenty-one can be a significant 
number to people. For some, it’s 
the legal drinking and gambling 
age. For others, particularly those 
involved in the military, there’s the 
21-gun salute. This year, however, 
there’s the 21st celebration of Chil-
ifest.

Chilifest is an annual event held 
in Snook, which is about two hours 
outside of Waco and near College 
Station. This year’s event will be at 
10 a.m. Saturday at the Starlight 
Ballroom. 

San Antonio junior Collin Gar-
cia, who went in 2011, said that his 
experience at Chilifest is one he’ll 
always remember. He said every-
one at Chilifest had great person-
alities and were really outgoing. 
This type of atmosphere is what 
Garcia believes was the most excit-
ing thing at Chilifest.

However, don’t let the name be 
misleading. For members of the 
public attending the main event, 
don’t plan on eating any official 
chili — the chili is all cooked and 
judged before the main event truly 
gets started.

“Funny thing about Chilifest, 
there’s no chili,” Garcia said.

Despite the actual event lacking 
the presence of  chili, there is an af-
filiated chili cook-off beforehand. 
The Chilifest teams will submit 
their chili Friday — well before the 
main event — to be judged. 

Michael Casey, Chilifest Chair-
man, said the main purpose of 
Chilifest is to give back to the com-
munity. Every year, the event gets a 
crowd of more than 40,000 people 
who want to listen to great live mu-
sic and support a worthy cause. 

“Chilifest is just a good ol’ char-
ity,” Casey said. “We give back 
$200,000 a year to the surrounding 
community.” 

Chilifest is a nonprofit corpo-
ration that supports numerous 
organizations in the Brazos Valley 
and surrounding areas. Some of 
the organizations 
supported by the 
event are Hospice 
of the Brazos Valley, 
St. Jude’s Hospital 
and Special Olym-
pics. Since 1991, 
the event has raised 
more than $2 mil-
lion for these orga-
nizations. 

The organiza-
tion’s mission is 
to help many less 
fortunate people. It 
provides funding to organizations 
that assist those with life-threaten-
ing problems.

“It was exciting to see every-
one had the same mentality: have 
as much fun as possible given 
whatever the circumstances,” Gar-
cia said. “Even though there was 
nothing special or sanitary about 
Chilifest, people were enthusiastic 
about just having a good time and 
basically letting loose. Plus every-
one comes back with too many sto-
ries to tell.”

Garcia said every college stu-
dent should attend Chilifest at least 
once, and Kelsie Haaland, a senior 
at Texas A&M University, plans on  
going.

 “I am graduating in Decem-
ber so I figured it would be my 
last chance to go,” Haaland said. “I 
don’t really know what to expect, 
but based on what I have heard 
from my friends who have been it’s 
a lot of fun.”

Another first-timer is Rich-
mond sophomore John Grimes. 
Two things convinced him to go to 
Chilifest:  the stories he was told by 
friends and the chance to support a 
friend at Texas A&M pledging the 
fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon.

“This will be my first time at-
tending Chilifest, and I expect it 
to pretty much be what Texas is 
all about,” Grimes said. “Tons of 

people, good food, hot 
weather, cold drinks and 
plenty of great country 
music.”

The event has wel-
comed music legends like 
Willie Nelson. This year’s 
lineup will feature Billy 
Currington, Pat Green, 
Randy Rogers Band, Josh 
Abbott Band and Sunny 
Sweeney.

“I am so excited to 
see all of the entertainers, 
but my favorites are Josh 

Abbott Band and Randy Rogers 
Band,” Haaland said.

Those interested in going to 
Chilifest can purchase tickets on-
line at tix.extremetix.com. In Col-
lege Station, tickets can be pur-
chased at designated locations. A 
list of locations can be found on 
Chilifest’s official website, chilifest.
org. 

The event is open to those of all 
ages. General admission is $30 in 
advance, and $35 at the gate. Tick-
ets purchased at the gate will go on 
sale today. for those on a Chilifest 
team, and Saturday for the general 
public. 

There is another type of ticket, 
which is limited, that can be pur-
chased — the Chilifest VIP Ticket. 
At $100, the ticket will give VIPs 
access to a gated area, beverage sta-
tion, a raised viewing platform and 
covered viewing platform. VIPs 
will also get the chance to meet 
their favorite entertainer.  

For more information about 
Chilifest, call 979-695-2998 or visit 
the official website. In addition, 
there are also Android and iPhone 
apps. These apps feature the music 
lineup with times, directions, chili 
team information and much more.

Chilifest cooks up 
fun without chili

Nelson
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Across
1 In tears, say
6 NPR’s Totenberg
10 Pasta grain
15 Greenish shade
16 Hemoglobin mineral
17 Like healthy soil
18 Pie nut
19 *Casual-wear brand since 1873
21 Work on film
23 Betwixt
24 Familia member
25 *Enters a witness protection 
program, say
29 Maine __ cat
30 Unbeatable service
31 Morlock prey
32 Sister of Rachel
34 More than serious
36 Presaging times
38 Skin-care brand with a “For 
Men” line
42 *Compromised choice
46 Take off the TiVo
47 Encrust, in a way
48 Goddess of discord
49 Obi-Wan portrayer
52 On the road
54 “Imagine that!”
55 Wyoming city near Yellow-
stone
58 *Wedding shop array
61 Distortion, perhaps
62 Little songbird
63 City on the Aare
64 Song that first topped the 
charts on 4/13/1957 ... or how 
its singer’s name appears in the 
answers to starred clues
68 Blink of an eye
71 Bench clearer
72 Pickup shtick
73 “L’chaim!” is one
74 Seafood serving
75 Author Blyton
76 Els of the PGA

Down
1 Unruly do
2 Cry after Real Madrid scores
3 With the order switched

4 Give the slip
5 1990 Robert Frost Medal recipi-
ent Levertov
6 Zero, in Real Madrid scores
7 Fuming state
8 Super stars?
9 Twisted balloon shape, often
10 Christian bracelet letters
11 Weed whacker
12 Muse for Yeats
13 OB/GYN test
14 Boxer with a cameo in “The 
Hangover”
20 Produce offspring
22 Floor installer
25 Tureen utensil
26 Less chummy
27 De __: from square one
28 Feudal estates
29 Onion kin
33 Suffix with oct-
35 History test section, often
37 Start to fast?

39 Zachary Taylor, by birth
40 The senior Saarinen
41 Beasts of burden
43 Sargasso Sea denizen
44 Trumpet effect
45 Toothbrush choice
50 The Aragón is a tributary of it
51 Southern language
53 Hollywood’s Mimieux
55 Holding device
56 Refueling ship
57 Street of many mysteries
59 Finalize, as a cartoon
60 Program problem
62 Timely question
65 Patch, say
66 Prefix with corn
67 “Xing” one
69 Popular CBS procedural
70 Parisian season

Editor’s Note: This is an article 
in our ongoing “Great Video Game” 
series in which readers and staffers 
alike are asked to submit a few hun-
dred words about a video game that 
they consider to be great. This week’s 
submission is from Houston junior 
Christoph Ross, who decided to 
write about “Super Mario 64” from 
Mario’s perspective.

By Christoph Ross
Guest Contributor

“Super Mario 64” all started for 
me, Mario, when I received a letter 
from Princess Peach, which asked 
me to come to her castle to eat a 
special cake she had prepared. Of 
course, next thing I knew, I was 
in front of the castle after what 
seemed like a blackout. I was so 
acting like a good little man in blue 
overalls. I ran up to the castle and 
entered in. 

Oh, no! The evil King Bowser’s 
laugh! He had managed to invade 
Peach’s castle and had taken her — 
and the power of 120 stars from 
her kingdom — for himself. Mam-
ma mia! He took the cake too. For 
the right of cake, I had to retrieve 
those stolen stars.

I had to go through each castle 
and locate portraits that I could 
double-jump into and start my 
hunt for each of the very stars that 
were locked away in it. Bowser’s 

men stormed each of the worlds, 
protecting the seven stars that were 
kept in each, filled with cannons, 
games, fiends, stars and surprising-
ly large objects. No problem there; 
I just headbutted that box with 
the question mark and got myself 
some fun toys and yellow coins.

Bowser could’ve eaten his heart 
out when he saw my skills come to 
shine. I beat penguins in sliding 
races, King Whomp at wrestling, 
soared like a bird from a cannon, 
caught squeaky yellow bunnies, 
did a 720-degree front flip in the 
air and survived a 100-foot fall 
with one bar of health remaining. 
Not bad for a guy who has to stand 
on tippy-toes to kiss the princess, if 
I do say so myself.

Occasionally I found Toad, 
who popped up in the strangest 
of places, where he offered advice 
and help on where to go and what I 
need in order to get things like the 
power-ups. I was surprised when 
I saw the power-ups at first, in the 
form of stylish caps. I just thought 
it was a way of saying I needed 
more variety in my fashion style.

Each cap gave me a different 
ability; the chromed cap turned me 
into a giant piece of metal invul-
nerable to any attacks and made it 
a lot more painful when I pounced 
on my enemies’ heads. The trans-
parent cap turned me invisible to 
my enemies. Finally, there was the 

winged cap, which gave me the 
power of flight. It was to infinity 
and beyond with that one on — or 
at least until the cap’s power ran 
out of gas.

Upon gathering the necessary 
number of stars, I presented them 
as the key to unlocking Bowser’s 
chamber, where I went through 
his obstacle course. Eventually this 
course will, of course, inspire an-
other spin-off to my series. Once 
through the course, I arrived at the 
popular green pipe that took me to 
the final battlefield. 

After I once again knocked 
Bowser on his back, I headed out 
of the castle and found Peach and 
Toad waiting for me, thanking me 
for my heroism in saving them and 
the castle. 

Finally, after all the travels, 
burns, falls and skid marks, I saw 
my prize. A beautiful white cake 
with strawberries, swirling frosting 
and a bright yellow star above little 
figurines of Peach and I. 

Hee hee! I got it!

Does reading this article make 
you think of a video game that you 
consider great? Please send us an 
email at lariat@baylor.edu with 
a suggestion for a “Great Video 
Game.” Please include a few hun-
dred words on why you consider 
your game to be great and you just 
might find your opinion here.

‘Super Mario 64’  brings 
cake pursuit to greatness



By Schuyler Dixon
Associated Press

ARLINGTON — Derek Hol-
land kept control.

Mad about walks that cost him 
a win last weekend, Holland struck 
out eight with no bases on ball 
Thursday in the Texas Rangers’ 5-3 
win over the Seattle Mariners.

“I’m not going to worry too 
much about a previous game,” Hol-
land said. “My mentality is I want 
to be the starter and the closer. I 
always try to go out there and go as 
long as I can.”

Michael Young hit a two-run 
homer and had four RBIs for the 
Rangers. Holland (1-0) allowed two 
runs and five hits in 7 1-3 innings. 

After two key walks that helped the 
Chicago White Sox rally for a 4-3 
win in his first start, Holland (1-0) 
had a much sharper outing.

Following Ichiro Suzuki’s two-
out single in the first, the only 
runner he allowed in a span of 14 
batters was on a throwing error by 
second baseman Ian Kinsler the 
first error by the Texas infield this 
year after 108 clean chances.

Holland extended a scoreless 
streak by Texas starters to 22 2-3 
innings before Alex Liddi’s RBI 
single in the sixth. Kyle Seager add-
ed a 438-foot homer into the right-
field upper deck in the seventh, 
but Holland bounced back with a 
strikeout of Miguel Olivo and got a 
flyout from Casper Wells.

Already at 102 pitches after 
seven innings, Holland struck out 
Brendan Ryan starting the eighth, 
then allowed Chone Figgins’ 
double and was replaced after 115 
pitches by Koji Uehara.

“When he got into the sixth in-
ning, he started elevating his pitch-
es,” Rangers manager Ron Wash-

ington said. “He fought through 
the seventh, and it looked like 
he might get us three outs in the 
eighth but it didn’t work out.”

Young put Texas ahead with an 
RBI single in the first. Then with 
the Rangers leading 1-0 in the fifth 
inning for the third straight game, 
Young hit an opposite-field homer 
into the first row in right for a 3-0 
lead against Jason Vargas (1-1). 
Young added a run-scoring single 
in the eighth off Erasmo Ramirez.

“All Michael does is hit,” said 
Washington, who moved Young 
up to second in the order from his 
usual No. 5 spot to give shortstop 
Elvis Andrus a day off. “I just hap-
pened to have him in the perfect 
spot hitting second, and he came 

through huge for us today.”
Kinsler had three hits for Texas, 

including a two-out RBI double in 
the seventh that gave the Rangers a 
4-2 cushion with closer Joe Nathan 
unavailable after pitching on con-
secutive days.

“We definitely fed off Holland,” 
Young said. “Everything started to 
click offensively.”

Mike Adams filled in for Na-
than, giving up Olivo’s two-out RBI 
double in the ninth before retiring 
Michael Saunders on a grounder 
for his second save with the Rang-
ers and the fourth of his career.

Vargas retired nine in a row 
before faltering in the fifth. He al-
lowed four runs and seven hits in 6 
2-3 innings with six strikeouts and 

one walk.
“Vargo was really good today,” 

Mariners manager Eric Wedge 
said. “He was up a little bit early, 
but he found it. He gave us every 
opportunity to win.”

Seattle finally is headed home 
two months and a day after report-
ing to spring training in Arizona. 
Upon landing, the Mariners will 
have traveled more than 15,000 
miles and started their regular sea-
son twice — first in Japan and then 
Oakland.

“You’d be lying if you said it 
wasn’t wearing on you a little bit,” 
said Ryan, who was benched for 
a game after a rough night in the 
series opener. “It’ll be nice to un-
pack.”
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BU has Beaver Fever on 16-game winning streak
By Greg DeVries
Sports Writer

Beavers have played a signifi-
cant role throughout the course of 
human history. They have made 
their way onto Canadian money 
and helped shape the economy of 
New Netherland. 

The beavers are at it again. This 
time, a beaver is helping the Bay-
lor baseball team win games. And 
whatever beavers do, they do well. 
The team’s current streak is up to 16 
games. The team takes on Kansas 
State starting tonight in Manhat-
tan, Kan.

“We saw the beaver in the 
parking lot right as the winning 
streak started,” junior left-handed 
pitcher (and unofficial team bea-
ver expert) Crayton Bare said. 
“Max Muncy hit a home run, and 
Josh Michalec from the dugout 
yelled, ‘Feed the beaver!’ [The] 
joke is feeding the beaver with a 
home-run ball.”

The beaver frequents Baylor 
Ballpark’s parking lot. It comes up 
every once in awhile to eat acorns. 

Apparently, he has been eating his 
fill.

“It’s really big. It’s colossal in 
size,” Bare said. “The [Texas] Rang-
ers have their antlers and their bear 
claw. We have our beaver.”

Since the beaver has blessed the 
baseball team with his presence, 
“feed the beaver” has caught on.  
Fans are wearing white T-shirts 
that depict a beaver holding a 
baseball and bat. The Baylor Bea-
ver now has his own twitter feed. 
Baseball fans have been using the 
hashtag #FeedTheBeaver, which 
was trending at times over the last 
few weeks.

“I didn’t see it coming down to 
this, honestly,” junior left-handed 
pitcher Josh Turley said. “That’s 
how big of a deal it has gotten. Our 
Dia shirts [say], ‘Feed the beaver,’ 
and now they’re selling them.”

Head coach Steve Smith has ap-
preciated the energy that the beaver 
has brought to the fans.

“I think [the fans] have enjoyed 
it. It’s unique. It’s ours. He’s our bea-
ver. They don’t have one down at 
A&M or Texas,” Smith said. “It isn’t 

going to make a difference in win-
ning or losing.”

Interactions with the beaver 
have been more than passive sight-
ings. Players have taken pictures of 
the animal, and junior center field-
er Logan Vick has even touched it.

“I’ve actually petted the beaver 
before. He’s getting really fat, so 
he’s not too fast,” Vick said. “I went 
out one day after practice and he 
was eating some acorns … one of 
the guys dared me to touch him. I 
touched him, and I don’t know. I 
had two hits the next day. It might 
have been a little luck. If I see him 
again, I am definitely going to pet 
him.”

The beaver is wild, and the team 
cannot take it to away games. To 
continue to feed the beaver away 
from Baylor Ballpark, the team has 
purchased a toy stuffed beaver.

“[The beaver] is kind of on his 
own schedule,” Bare said. “We have 
a little travel beaver that comes with 
us. I guess we just like him around.”

Smith has left this beaver 
craze to the players but takes a 
comical approach to the stuffed                    

travel beaver.
“I don’t know if somebody 

sleeps with that thing or not. It 
wouldn’t surprise me if they did,” 
Smith said.

Feeding the beaver will not stop 
when the winning streak stops. 
The players hope to keep it going 
throughout the year.

“When we do lose a game, we’re 
still going to say it. It is still going to 
be a part of what we like to use as 
a rallying point,” Turley said. “Re-
gardless, win, lose, it’s still there. It’s 
still feed the beaver.” 

Vick takes a more optimistic, 
albeit unlikely, stance.

“Hopefully it’s a streak thing 
and a season-long thing,” Vick said. 
“That means we’re streaking all the 
way through.”

The Bears next opponent, the 
Wildcats, are 3-6 in the Big 12 and 
17-15 overall. Baylor is currently 
in first place at 12-0 in Big 12 play 
and 27-7 overall.

No. 28 Dillion Newman fires a pitch in Baylor’s 8-7 win over Louisiana-
Monroe on Wednesday. During the Bears’ 16-game winning streak, New-
man is one of 10 different pitchers to record a win.

David Li | Lariat Photographer

Rangers ride strong outing from Holland to top Mariners 5-3

vs. Texas Tech
vs. Texas Tech
vs. Texas Tech.
at Sam Houston St.
vs. Kansas
vs. Kansas
vs. Kansas
at Houston

March 16
March 17
March 18
March 21
March 23
March 24
March 25
March 27

9-4
4-3
8-1

10-3
10-2

9-0
8-6 (8)

14-5

16 wins and counting
vs. Oklahoma State
vs. Oklahoma State
vs. Oklahoma State
at Missouri
at Missouri
at Missouri
vs. Louisiana-Monroe
vs. Louisiana-Monroe

March 30
March 31
April 1
April 5
April 6
April 7
April 10
April 11

7-4
3-2
5-4
3-1
5-3

12-7
7-5
8-7

“My mentality is I want 
to be the starter and the 
closer. I always try to go 
out there and go as long 

as I can.” 
 

Derek Holland | Rangers pitcher

The Baylor Beaver now 
has its own Twitter feed: 
@Baylor_Beaver
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DR. SEUSS’ THE 
LORAX 2D [PG]  1255   
505   915
21 JUMP STREET [R]  
1145   210   435   705   930
HUNGER GAMES [PG13]  
1130   1200   305   400   610   
700   920   1000
MIRROR MIRROR [PG]  
1135   205   445   725   1010
WRATH OF THE 
TITANS 2D[PG13]  125   
600   1030
LOCKOUT [PG13]  1105   
115   325   535   750   1020
AMERICAN REUNION 
[R]  1055   1155   130   
230   405   500   635   730   
905   1005
THREE STOOGES [PG]  
1045   1210   100   220   
320   430   530   700   800   
910   1015

MIRROR MIRROR [PG]  
1135   205   445   725   1010
CABIN IN THE WOODS 
[R]  1040   1250   315   525   
735   945
BAD ASS [R]  1045   105   
315   525   735   950
TOUCHBACK [PG13]  
1205   235   510   740   1015

*UPCHARGE for all 3D films

*** IN DIGITAL 3D! ***

DR. SEUSS’ THE 
LORAX 3D [PG]  1050   
300   710

WRATH OF THE 
TITANS 3D [PG13]  1110   
345   815

TITANIC 3D [PG13]  1100   
1215   310   410   705   900

Baylor Sports this Weekend

Men’s Tennis
When: 6 p.m.
Who: Oklahoma
Where: Norman, Okla.

Today:

Saturday:

Baseball
When: 6:30 p.m.
Who: Kansas State
Where: Manhattan, Kan.

Football
When: 1 p.m.
What: Spring Scrimmage
Where: Highers Complex 
Practice Fields

Saturday, cont.:

Baseball
When: 1 p.m.
Who: Kansas State
Where: Manhattan, Kan.

Soccer
When: 7 p.m.
Who: Texas A&M
Where: College Station

Sunday:

Women’s Tennis
When: noon
Who: Texas
Where: Austin

Baseball
When: 1 p.m.
Who: Kansas State
Where: Manhattan, Kan.

Equestrian
When: today-Saturday
What: NCEA National 
Championships
Where: Extraco Events 
Center — Waco

Men’s Tennis
When: 2 p.m.
Who: Oklahoma State
Where: Stillwater, Okla.

By Krista Pirtle
Sports Writer

With March Madness over, the 
intensity of postseason play seems 
to have extinguished until the NBA 
lights it up with playoffs in little 
more than a week.

To find fast-paced action with 
heated play, go to the ice.

The Stanley Cup playoffs have 
arrived as 16 of the best in the Na-
tional Hockey League duel it out in 
a best-of-seven-game series to ad-
vance three rounds to the champi-
onship, spanning two months.

While seven games seems like 
too many initially, each one is do 
or die, containing multiple high-
lights for the Sportscenter Top 10, 
icy wipeouts for the Not Top 10 
and plenty of fistfights.

Sports writer Paul Gallico de-
scribes hockey as “a fast body-
contact game played by men with 
clubs in their hands and knives 
laced to their feet.”

While athletes in other sports 
get ejected for fighting during the 
game, hockey players receive mere-
ly a two-minute time out.

A five-on-four matchup is a 
common occurrence that results 
from a player being sent to the 
penalty box, commonly for using 
his stick for something other than 
its intended purpose.

If that is not enough and team 
is behind a goal within the final 
minutes of play, it can choose to 
pull its goalie and enter a sixth man 
to garnish a one-man advantage on 
the offensive end.

Weaving through defenders, 
balancing on ice and getting the 
puck past the goalie looks easier 
than it really is.

Imagine a basketball game 
where Quincy Acy has been given 
permission to goal tend. No one 
would make a shot unless Acy’s 
timing is off.

While the net is wider than 
the hoop and not 10 feet off the 
ground, scoring a goal is hard to 
come by, which could explain why 
the fans throw their hats onto the 
ice for three scored in a game by 
the same player for the hat trick.

When a goalie denies the at-
tempt by covering the puck with 
his body, the referees do not turn 
to a possession arrow to see which 
team will receive the puck.

Two players face off to the right 
or left of the goal to win posses-
sion.

Such vigor shown on a simple 
moment to acquire possession 
does not die out as the clock moves 
on. 

While a game consists of three 
periods of 20 minutes each, the line 
of five players for a team switches 
around every two minutes.

The hustle that is seen from 
short intervals of ice time increases 
during the playoffs.

Instead of focusing on playing 
hard for the entire period, these 
players can focus on skating their 
tails off for two minutes, increasing 
the tempo and desire on the ice.

Heart is something that seems 
to have diminished in the profes-
sional athletic world recently.

Football has taken a turn to-
ward the individual player over the 
team, basketball is becoming more 
concerned with the number of dig-
its on the paycheck rather than the 
scoreboard and baseball’s big mon-
ey deals are tarnished by asterisks 
representing steroid use.

The heart of hockey, however, 
has not changed. Yes, the league 
is trying to make the game safer 
by controlling the amount of con-
cussions, mostly given to Sidney 
Crosby, but those restrictions are 
only improving the game.

Wayne Gretzky’s work ethic not 
to skate solely to where the puck is 
but where it is going to be repre-
sents this sport’s ambitions to ex-
tend beyond mediocrity.

For example, the Philadelphia 
Flyers were down 3-1 to the Pitts-
burgh Penguins heading into the 
final period in Tuesday’s playoff 
game.

In fewer than five minutes, 
the Flyers scored two goals to tie 
the game, sending it into sudden 
death.

From 9 feet out and only two 
and a half minutes deep into over-
time, the Flyers found the back of 
the net to end the game.

In the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
anything can happen, especially 
when the teams are walking on 
water.

Sports take: Hockey’s 
playoffs tough to beat

By Savannah Pullin
Reporter

The majority of Baylor’s track 
and field athletes were able to take 
Easter weekend off to relax and 
prepare for their next meet, a re-
juvenation that should be to their 
advantage as they prepare to battle 
the relentless winds that seem to 
dictate meets in Lubbock. 

Saturday, the Baylor track and 
field team will compete in the 
Texas Tech Invitational — it will be 
their first time competing in this 
meet.   

Coach Todd Harbour said he 
told team members to look at this 
as more of an improvement meet, 
a chance for them to step up and 
refine skills in areas they have been 
struggling in throughout the sea-
son. 

“This time of the year, it’s just 
[about] getting the work in and 
continuing to get people to step 
up,” Harbour said.  “You don’t want 
to say you’re on cruise control right 
now, but for some you’re maintain-
ing.  What we’re trying to get out of 
this is to get a few more to step up 
to the conference level.”

Unfortunately the Bears have 
been plagued by injury lately, mak-
ing some of their most valuable 
athletes unable to compete this 
weekend. 

Senior Woodrow Randall is still 
recovering from a hamstring in-
jury, and sophomore powerhouse 
thrower Erin Atkinson is currently 
in the recovery room due to a cyst 
she had removed.  

Harbour is hoping his team will 
be closer to full force next week-
end as the Big 12 Championship is 
quickly approaching.    

Sophomore Hunter Brook, who 
brought home his first collegiate 
win last week in the decathlon at 

the Sam Houston State Combined 
Events Meet in Huntsville, is a 
newcomer to the Texas Tech track 
but has been warned about the 
windy conditions.

“I know the environment is go-
ing to be a little different,” Brook 
said.  “It’s going to be really windy.  
I’ve been to [Texas] Tech before, 
and coach has told us it’s going to 
be a really windy environment. But 
it’ll be great competition, a great 
matchup for us.”

Hunter said he believes he has 
a good chance of bringing home a 
win again and is hoping to break 
another personal record as he par-
ticipates in the high jump, his main 
event.  

Senior Whitney Prevost, on the 
other hand, has previous experi-
ence with the track at Texas Tech. 

“It’s a really nice track, a re-
ally fast track,” Prevost said.  “They 
have pretty good weather for the 
most part.  It’s pretty windy, but 
overall, really good weather.”

Prevost said mental preparation 
is the best remedy when preparing 
to run in conditions such as those 
encountered in Lubbock.    

“I’m just not going to think 
about it,” Prevost said.  “I’m just go-
ing to go out there and do my best 
and compete with my teammates, 
and just try to not be affected as 
much as I can.”

Harbour has a many of athletes 
who have never competed in con-
ditions like the ones they will be 
facing this weekend.  His advice for 
them is simple.

“We just want them to com-
pete hard, regardless of the cir-
cumstances,” Harbour said.  “The 
weather we can’t control, but we 
can control how we get ready and 
how compete, so that’s what we’re 
going to try to do.”

Fortunately for the majority of 
the Bears traveling this weekend, 
they had a meet-free Easter 
weekend, giving them a good 
opportunity to get ready and 
focus on competing, especially 
after a busy weekend at the Texas 
Relays. 

“I think we caught our breaths 
after Texas Relays,” Harbour said. 
“Texas Relays is always such a big 
meet, and now we’re in that part 
of the season where we’re kind of 
moving down towards the stretch 
and getting ready for conference.”

With the Big 12 Championship 
only a month away, Baylor looks 
forward to cutting through the 
wind in Lubbock and sharpening 
itself where it most needs to.

Track and field heads 
to meet in Lubbock

Sports TAke

“Heart is something 
that seems to have 
diminished in the 

professional athletic 
world recently.”

“It’s going to be really 
windy. I’ve been to 
[Texas] Tech before 

and Coach has told us 
it’s going to be a really 
windy environment. 
But it’ll be a great 

competition, a great 
matchup for us.”  

 
Hunter Brook | Sophomore

Duncan scores 28; 
Spurs cool Grizzlies

By Paul J. Weber
Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Tim 
Duncan had 28 points and 12 re-
bounds and the San Antonio Spurs 
snapped out of a funk to top the 
surging Memphis Grizzlies 107-97 
on Thursday night.

Manu Ginobili added 20 points 
and Tony Parker scored 13, re-
deeming themselves a night after 
being humiliated by the Kobe Bry-
ant-less Los Angeles Lakers. The 
Spurs narrowly escaped their first 
three-game slide this season.

Rudy Gay led Memphis with 
19 points. The Grizzlies had their 
four-game winning streak halted 
after their rally from a late 14-point 
deficit fizzled in the final minutes.

Memphis fell 1½ games be-
hind the Los Angeles Clippers for 
the No. 4 playoff seed. It was only 
the third loss in 12 games for the 
Grizzlies since the return of Zach 
Randolph.

Duncan scored 20 in the second 
half and matched his season high, a 
night after practically guaranteeing 
that the Spurs would respond from 
a listless effort against the Lakers. 
So frustrated was Duncan follow-
ing Wednesday’s night 98-84 loss 
that he said he was grateful to be 
playing a back-to-back, which the 
health-conscious Spurs typically 

greet with groans.
The Spurs looked helpless while 

Lakers center Andrew Bynum be-
come just the second NBA player 
in the last dozen years to corral 
30 rebounds in a game, but be-
hind Duncan, their front line fared 
much better against the equally 
big Grizzlies. The Spurs matched 
Memphis in rebounding and held 
Randolph to 10 points and 11 
boards.

Danny Green added 10 points 
for the Spurs. Parker had nine as-
sists and shot 5 of 12 after scoring 
just four points against the Lakers.

Gay shot just 7 of 22 one night 
after he had 32 points against 
Phoenix. The Grizzlies whittled an 
88-74 deficit down to two points 
with 3 minutes left before losing 
steam. 

Memphis staged its comeback 
despite shooting just 29 percent in 
the fourth.

O.J. Mayo scored 16 points and 
Marreese Speights added 15 for the 
Grizzlies.

Hollins arrived in San Antonio 
reiterating that he has no intention 
of returning Randolph to the start-
ing lineup anytime soon.

“I don’t know that we’re ever go-
ing to do that,” Hollins said. “Zach 
can come in and score anytime. 
He’s getting his double-doubles, so 
what else is there?”



By Mary Pemberton and
Rachel D’oro
Staff Writer

ANCHORAGE — Two Coast 
Guard members were fatally shot 
Thursday at a communications 
station on an island off Alaska in 
what officials said appeared to be a 
double homicide. They have yet to 
identify a suspect.

The victims were found at 
their work areas inside the Ko-
diak Island station early Thursday 
by another Coast Guard member, 
spokeswoman Sara Francis said.

Officials believe a third person 
was involved in the shooting, she 
said, adding the rest of the roughly 
60 enlisted personnel and civilians 

working at the station have been 
accounted for.

Capt. Jesse Moore, command-
ing officer of the Coast Guard base 
on Kodiak, said the shootings likely 
occurred sometime between 7 and 
8 a.m., soon after the two victims 
arrived for work inside one of the 
communication station buildings.

The captain said he was not 
aware of any threats or anything 
else that might have indicated 
problems at the station. The station 
is equipped with security cameras, 
but it was not yet known if they 
captured any evidence, he said.

Moore said the base was “deep-
ly saddened” by the loss of two 
shipmates.

“This is a tragic event and we 

are going to do everything we can 
to look after the families of victims, 
to take care of them and to pro-
tect the residents and citizens and 
other Coast Guard employees in 
Kodiak,” Moore said.

After the shooting, security was 
increased at the base, about 8 miles 
from the island’s largest city of Ko-
diak. Officials called on the city’s 
6,300 or so residents to remain 
calm and vigilant. Francis said 
added security was in place at the 
base and an adjacent school.

The station listens for radio 
transmissions from mariners and 
aircraft, Petty Officer Charly Hen-
gen said. The staff is responsible 
for relaying distress calls to other 
Coast Guard stations and offices.

The station has “secure front 
doors,” Hengen said, and requires 
staff and visitors to show identifica-
tion. Francis said visitors and those 
not actually working at the station 
are usually provided escorts.

The Coast Guard said the vic-
tims’ identities would be released 
after family members were noti-
fied. The FBI said agents flew to 
Kodiak from Anchorage, about 
250 miles away.

Rear Adm. Thomas Ostebo, 
the commander of Coast Guard 
operations in Alaska, was in New 
London, Conn., for a conference at 
the Coast Guard Academy but left 
ahead of schedule.

Ostebo could not be reached 
for comment, according to acad-

emy spokesman David Santos.
The shooting occurred almost 

11 years after another fatal shoot-
ing involving the Coast Guard on 
another Alaska island, St. Paul Is-

land, which is about 660 miles west 
of the city of Kodiak. 

A man killed a Coast Guard of-
ficer whom he believed was having 
an affair with his estranged wife.

Two Coast Guards shot at Alaska station 
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“It will be fun to practice the 
new things presented in the work-
shop even in everyday life for the 
rest of this semester and as [pho-
tography] opportunities come up 
over the summer,” Jones said.

Velez and Widick said it is easy 
for students to go on a mission 
trip and take hundreds of pho-
tographs, but it is challenging to 
filter through the photographs to 
discern what is worth sharing with 
others.

“This seminar will not only fo-
cus on how to take good-looking 
pictures on mission trips, but how 
to take pictures that are ethically 
good and good for the people dis-
played in them,” Widick said.

Velez gave a photography ethics 

example of a person walking down 
the street in another country, see-
ing a group of homeless children 
and getting right up in their faces 
with a camera to take their picture. 
He said this is as if you are stealing 
a person’s identity before you even 
know their name.

“Imagine if someone were to 
come visit Waco,” Velez said. “You 
wouldn’t want someone awkwardly 
flashing a camera in your face.”

Velez said he thinks this semi-
nar will be useful to anyone who is 
interested in taking photos or vid-
eos on mission trips, vacations or 
in everyday life.

Velez said he believes “mis-
sions” means not simply going on 
a mission trip overseas, but “living 

[one’s] identity as a Christian and 
allowing that to transform [one’s] 
entire life.”

“Missions is a way of living 
out and expressing your Christian 
faith,” Velez said. “Christianity is 
not just about a personal relation-
ship with Christ, but involving the 
communal aspect in that.”

Widick said she encourages 
students to take pictures on their 
missions experiences this summer 
so they can share them with the 
Baylor community this fall.

“We will be hosting a missions 
photo gallery and contest for them 
to display their photos and stories,” 
Widick said.

“He’s going to talk about what’s 
right with America — and that’s 
that we work together,” Flynn said. 
“He is going to compel the audi-
ence that America is still a great 
idea.” 

Ben Rogers, director for Poage 
Library, said he believes Edwards’ 
lecture will have a large focus on 
public service, partly due to his 
position.

“One of the main interests is 
getting students involved in public 

service,” Rogers said. “The idea of 
serving the public should be more 
grand, not a backup.”

The library has invited the po-
litical science, history, journalism 
and honors departments on cam-
pus to come to the lecture, but 
encourages everyone to come, he 
said. 

“This is the type of subject that 
any student should be interested 
in,” he said.

A reception will follow the lec-

ture with light refreshments. Addi-
tionally, Rogers said Edwards will 
be talking with attendees at the 
reception and setting up meetings 
to advise students on beginning ca-
reers in public service.

“He will mostly be advising 
them on how they get into public 
service,” Rogers explained. “Not 
necessarily elected, but more along 
the lines of how they get into the 
process — like start working with a 
representative.”

growth of switchgrass and how it 
can reach maximum sustainability.

“The roots of switchgrass are 
basically a big filter,” Valdez said. 
“It pulls in more carbon dioxide 
than it breathes out.” 

He said this means the plant has 
a positive environmental impact.

“Switchgrass is capable of bio-
fuel production, but it doesn’t af-
fect the global food supply like 
corn [from which standard ethanol 
is made],” Valdez said.

“[The goal is to] be able to tell 
switchgrass farmers how to opti-
mize production and minimize 
environmental impact,” Hockaday 
said.

Valdez said he was surprised 
when he received the notification 

email saying he had been awarded 
the grant.

“It’s one of those things you 
don’t expect to get a reply,” Valdez 
said. “I showed it to my adviser 
[Hockaday], and that’s when I real-
ized the prestige of the award.”

Hockaday said the foundation 
awards 2,000 grants out of more 
than 50,000 applicants and only 
one other student in Texas received 
the grant.

He also said since Valdez’s un-
dergraduate degree is in physics 
and engineering, he was not spe-
cifically prepared for the Institute 
of Ecological, Earth and Envi-
ronmental Sciences program and 
its interdisciplinary nature. “It’s a 
pretty ambitious program,” Hock-

daday said, “but if anybody can ac-
complish all [Valdez] is trying, he 
is the guy.”

Valdez said he came to Baylor 
for the sense of community and the 
Baylor program. “I can get experi-
ence I know I wouldn’t otherwise 
in the TIEEES  [the institute’s] pro-
gram,” Valdez said. “And I love the 
people and the hospitality.”

Valdez said he wants his re-
search project to inspire younger 
students in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering and math.

“I want to break down the proj-
ect where it can engage middle 
school and high school students in 
the science, technology, engineer-
ing and math fields and help them 
learn,” Valdez said.

Kennedy’s wife, Molly, said 
“our lives have been turned upside 
down simply because my husband 
wanted to take a walk with our 
son.” Kennedy lawyer, Robert Got-
tlieb, called the prosecution “a dis-
grace.” 

He said Kennedy had received 
a letter from a personal injury law-
yer representing the two nurses.

“Certain individuals have taken 
advantage of a situation to line 

their pockets,” Gottlieb said.
A state investigation, includ-

ing a visit to the Kennedy home in 
Chappaqua, found no evidence of 
child abuse by Kennedy. 

That conclusion does not di-
rectly affect the child endanger-
ment charge, but Gottlieb has filed 
a motion to dismiss all charges.

Assistant District Attorney 
Amy Puerto said in court that the 
prosecution would fight the mo-

tion. A small group of nurses from 
the state nurses union demonstrat-
ed outside court demanding that 
the harassment charge be upgrad-
ed from a misdemeanor to a felony.

Juliane Hatzel, a recovery room 
nurse at Westchester Medical Cen-
ter, said “nurses get hurt all the 
time and there’s usually nothing 
that comes of it.”

Kennedy is next due in Mount 
Kisco Town Court on June 14.

Two people are dead after a shooting in the rigging shop at Coast Guard 
Communications Station Kodiak, Ala. Thursday.

Associated Press
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