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DIRECTOR’S WELCOME

Dear MPH Student,

Welcome to the Master of Public Health (MPH) Program at Baylor University. This program is designed to equip you for a career in the rapidly evolving professional field of public health and its growing specialty area of community health education. Students in our program are guided to combine a foundation of core public health knowledge with mastery of knowledge and skills specific to community health education practice. Our graduates are eligible to complete a national exam to become a Certified Health Education Specialist and are well qualified to lead health promotion efforts to enhance health and quality of life in a variety of settings. Our program faculty consists of national leaders who are experienced and actively engaged in professional development, research, and community-based practice. 

This MPH student handbook contains information about important contacts, our faculty, degree program requirements, guidelines for successful program completion, policies and procedures, and recommendations for maximizing your professional development. As a Baylor graduate student, you should also become familiar with information provided to all Baylor graduate students on the Baylor University Graduate School webpage (http://www.baylor.edu/graduate/), and in the Graduate Student Handbook (http://www.baylor.edu/gsa/).

We have designed our MPH program to equip you with knowledge, skills, and experience that can help you build a career. We encourage you to engage in this degree program with a high level of professional commitment and enjoy the unique characteristics and benefits of our Baylor program. 

Dr. Eva Doyle, Director
Master of Public Health Program
Baylor University
One Bear Place #97313
Waco, Texas 76798-7313
Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu
PH: 254-710-4023

Acknowledgement
This student handbook is the product of an impressive level of professional effort invested by our faculty, students, and community partners. In particular, we wish to thank Tiffany Rose, Graduate Assistant Spring 2011, for her editorial assistance. Since 2011, the following graduate assistants have contributed to ongoing handbook development: Cindy Salazar and Jasmin Sumrall. The investment of our MPH students in this programmatic work has significantly contributed to the quality of this handbook and other aspects of our MPH program. 
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Contact Information
Administrators and Staff
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Program Director
	Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu
	254-710-4023

	Ms. Michelle Shero, HHPR Department Office Manager
	Michelle_Shero@baylor.edu
	254-710-4653

	Dr. Joe Shim, Graduate Program Director, HHPR*
	Joe_Shim@baylor.edu
	254-710-4009


*HHPR: Department of Health, Human Performance, and Recreation (MPH program is in HHPR department)

Coordinators of MPH Program Components (in sequence)
	Academic Advisement
  -Degree plans, electives
  -Global health emphasis*
  -Baylor in Brazil*
	Dr. Eva Doyle
	Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu
	254-710-4023

	Practicum
	Dr. Eva Doyle, Coordinator
	Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu
	254-710-4023

	Comprehensive Exam
	Dr. Eva Doyle
	Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu
	254-710-4023

	 Graduate Project
 (internship or thesis)
	Dr. Renee Umstattd Meyer, Coordinator
	Renee_Umstattd@baylor.edu
	254-710-4029

	*Optional program components



Helpful Baylor Weblinks
	Baylor (home page)
	http://www.baylor.edu/

	Baylor in Brazil Study Abroad
	http://www.baylor.edu/hhpr/brazil

	Graduate School
	http://www.baylor.edu/graduate/

	Career Services
	http://www.baylor.edu/careerservices/

	Health Services
	http://www.baylor.edu/health_center/

	HHPR Department Webpage
	http://www.baylor.edu/hhpr

	Housing (graduate students)
	http://www.baylor.edu/graduate/index.php?id=42521

	Libraries
	http://www.baylor.edu/lib/

	McLane Student Life Center
	http://www.baylor.edu/campusrec/facilities/index.php?id=70428

	MPH Program Webpage
	http://www.baylor.edu/hhpr/mph

	Registration & Academic Records
	[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.baylor.edu/registrar/index.php?id=94623

	Student Life 
	http://www.baylor.edu/student_life/

	Student Financial Services
	http://www.baylor.edu/sfs/

	Student Policies & Procedures
	http://www.baylor.edu/student_policies/





Professional Organizations
	American Academy of Health Behavior (AAHB)
 www.aahb.org/
	The mission of the American Academy of Health Behavior™ is to serve as the “research home” for health behavior scholars and researchers whose primary commitment is to excellence in research and the application of research to practice to improve the public's health.
	Annual meeting
CHES continuing education
Special interest areas
Newsletter
White papers
Professional listserv
Publishing opportunities


	American Association for Health Education (AAHE)
www.aahperd.org/aahe/
	The mission of the American Association for Health Education (AAHE) is to advance the profession by serving health educators and others who strive to promote the health of all people through education and other systematic strategies.
	Advocacy summit
CHES continuing education 
Annual convention
Special interest areas
Grants, scholarships, awards Publishing opportunities

	American Public Health Association (APHA)
www.apha.org/
	The Association aims to protect all Americans, their families and their communities from preventable, serious health threats and strives to assure community-based health promotion and disease prevention activities and preventive health services are universally accessible in the United States.
	Annual meeting/exposition.
Student Assembly
Officer positions
Posts jobs/internships
Financial and in-kind support
Publishing opportunities

	Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE)
www.sophe.org/
	The mission of the Society for Public Health Education is to provide global leadership to the profession of health education and health promotion and to promote the health of society.
	Annual and midyear conferences.
Advocacy summit
Webinars
Student awards & scholarships
Posts jobs/internship 
Service opportunities
Publishing opportunities

	Texas Society of Public Health Educators (TSOPHE)
www.tsophe.org/
	The TSOPHE mission is to advocate for the profession and provide stewardship for the discipline of public health education.
	Officer opportunities.
CHES continuing education 
Annual conference





The Faculty
The MPH program faculty is a diverse group with combined expertise in the core areas and cross-cutting competencies of public health, the areas of responsibility and competencies of a health education specialist, and health-specific content areas (e.g., human sexuality, exercise behavior, global health promotion). The faculty members hail from the Baylor Departments of Health, Human Performance, and Recreation; Environmental Science; Statistics; and the Honors College. Several are nationally-recognized leaders in their respective specialties. This group of experts works as a cohesive faculty to engage students in a well-defined public health learning experience and multidisciplinary collaborations for research, scholarship, and service. Photos and detailed information about each faculty member follow.

The Faculty of the MPH Program in Community Health Education 

	[image: ]
	Rodney G. Bowden, PhD                                             254-710-6111, Burleson 118-A
Interim Dean, Robbins College of Health and Human Sciences
Professor of Health Education, Department of HHPR
· Baylor Responsibilities: serves as administrator in the College of Health and Human Sciences
· MPH Courses: HED 5379 Research Methods
· Research Interests: lipid metabolism, inflammation in cardiovascular disease
· Professional Organizations: AAHB,  APHA 

	[image: ]
	Bryan W. Brooks, Ph. D                                                       254-710-6553, BSB C416
Professor, Department of Environmental Science, Institute of Biomedical Studies
· Baylor Responsibilities: Director of Baylor Environmental Health Science Program; Graduate Program Director of Environmental Science; Fellow of The Institute of Ecological, Earth and Environmental Sciences
· MPH Courses: ENV/HED 5302 Foundations of Environmental Health Science
· Research Interests: environmental toxicology, risk assessment, water quality and reuse, harmful algal blooms
· Professional Organizations: Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry, Society of Toxicology, American Public Health Association, National Environmental Health Association, Water Environment Federation

	[image: Eva Doyle]
	Eva I. Doyle, Phd, MSEd, MCHES                                     254-710-4023,  MMG 209
Professor of Health Education ; Director of MPH Program
· Baylor Responsibilities: Director of MPH in Community Health Education; Director of  Baylor in Brazil; School of Education Global Initiatives Director
· MPH Courses: HED 5350 Assessment and Planning in Health Education, HED 5315, HED 4340, HED 4341
· Research Interests: professional development issues, culturally competent/global health approaches in community health promotion 
· Professional Organizations: SOPHE, APHA, Texas-SOPHE

	[image: ]
	Amy Maddox, MS, PhD                                                     254-710-6571, MMSCI 156
Senior Lecturer of Statistical Science, Depart of Statistical Science
· Baylor Responsibilities: TOR supervisor for statistic graduate students
· MPH Courses: Statistics 5300 Statistical Methodology (Biostatistics)
· Research interests: survey and sampling, regression analysis, experimental design

	[image: Beth Lanning]
	Beth Lanning, Ph.D., MSEd, CHES                                   254-710-4027, MMG 211
Associate Professor of Health Education, Department of HHPR
· Baylor Responsibilities: Director of Community Health Undergraduate Program, Director of BSPH/MPH in Community Health Education Joint Degree
· MPH Courses: HED 5334 Community Health Education, HED 5329 Current Health Issues
· Research Interests: equine-assisted interventions and quality of life, health literacy, sex education and sexual violence prevention
· Professional Organizations: SOPHE, NARHA

	[image: ]
	Barbalee Symm, PhD, RN                                                      254-710-4594, MM 212 Clinical Professor and Director of Health Science Studies
· Baylor Responsibilities: Director of Health Science Studies
· MPH Courses: HED 5378  Health Policy and Health Education Administration
· Research Interests: caring makes a difference, preventive care, behavior modification, health literacy
· Professional Organizations: NAAHP, TAAHP

	[image: Umstattd_headshot_Fall 2010.jpg]
	Renee Umstattd Meyer, Phd, MSEd, CHES                      254-710-4029, MMG 218 
Associate Professor of Health Education, Department of HHPR
· Baylor Responsibilities: MPH Internship Coordinator
· MPH Courses: HED 5315 Theoretical Foundations of Health Behavior & Public Health; HED 5360 Evaluation in Health Education
· Research Interests: health promotion, theoretical constructs, and  environmental support related to physical activity
· Professional Organizations: ISPAH (Editorial Board), AAHB

	[image: C:\Users\Kelly\Pictures\kelly MPH profile.jpg]
	Kelly Ylitalo, PhD                                        254-710-3505 (HHPR office), MMG 233
Assistant Professor of Epidemiology, Department of HHPR
· Baylor Responsibilities: Epidemiology instructor at undergraduate and graduate levels
· MPH Courses: HED 5337 Public Health Concepts in Epidemiology
· Research Interests: Physical functioning, diabetes, obesity, women’s health, methodology
· Professional Organizations: American Diabetic Association

	*See Organizations (page 5) or ask faculty member for more information





Master of Public Health Program

Mission Statement
We promote public health in local and global settings through the professional preparation of students, community service, research and scholarship, and workforce development.

Program Goals
The following program goals are designed to facilitate accomplishment of the program mission specific to student instruction and professional development, community service, research and scholarship, and workforce development. A more detailed document that includes measureable goal-specific objectives is in Appendix I.

Goal #1: Student Instruction and Professional Preparation
To equip students with the professional competencies needed to effectively serve as public health professionals. 

Goal #2: Community Service
To engage students and faculty in community-based partnerships that can impact the health of communities. 

Goal #3: Research and Scholarship
To engage students and faculty members in public health research and scholarship.

Goal #4: Workforce Development 
To engage students and faculty members in public health workforce development.

Program Values
We are committed to the following values.
· Wellness – We emphasize prevention and the promotion of healthy lifestyles and quality of life as a primary approach to impacting public health.
· Experiential learning – We believe students “learn by doing” and encourage their engagement in community service and research.
· Professional integrity – We hold ourselves and our students to the high standards of professional excellence and ethics espoused in our Baylor University mission.
· Service – We encourage our faculty and students to view their professional work as a vocation that can impact the lives of others.
· Collaborative partnerships and community building – We promote cross-disciplinary collaboration and community-based partnerships as keys to effective public health promotion and delivery of public health services.

Student Learning/Competencies
The curriculum of the MPH program is designed to equip students with core knowledge about public health through five courses designated as the public health core. The curriculum is also designed to prepare students for the public health specialization of community health education. The required competencies of each curriculum component are described below. 
Public Health Core Competencies
Students completing the MPH degree are provided opportunities to master a public health core of five courses through which they are introduced to basic concepts in epidemiology, environmental health, biostatistics, health services administration, and social and behavioral science. This body of core public health knowledge is expected to enable students to work in multi-disciplinary partnerships to promote public health. 
The following 12 competencies frame the public health core in the Baylor MPH curriculum. These competencies were derived from key elements of MPH Core Competency Model develop by the Association of Schools of Public Health (www.asph.org). More specifically, our 12 program competencies are based on the five domains of discipline-specific competencies (the public health core) and two domains of interdisciplinary/cross-cutting competencies (leadership and professionalism) within the model. The targeted model domain is listed at the end of each competency below, followed by the course in our Baylor MPH program that serves as a primary learning source for that domain. 

The MPH student will be able to:
1. Identify theories, concepts, and models of health, health behaviors, and prevention that are used in public health and health education research and practice. (social and behavioral sciences, HED 5315)
2. Describe how health behavior theories, concepts, and models are used in current social and behavioral science interventions and policies. (social and behavioral sciences, HED 5315)
3. Describe the direct and indirect human, ecological and safety effects of major environmental and occupational agents. (environmental health sciences, ENV 5302)
4. Explain the general mechanisms of toxicity in eliciting a toxic response to various environmental exposures. (environmental health sciences, ENV 5302)
5. Apply descriptive and inferential methodologies commonly used to summarize and analyze public health data. (biostatistics, STA 5300)
6. Interpret and communicate results of statistical analyses commonly used in public health studies. (biostatistics, STA 5300)
7. Use epidemiological terminology and concepts to describe public health problems. (epidemiology, HED 5337)
8. Explain the importance of epidemiology for informing public health science, practice, ethics, and policy. (epidemiology, HED 5337)
9. Identify components of public health policy and related financial substructures. (health services administration, HED 5378)
10. Describe the steps of public health business planning and the component parts of a public health business plan. (health services administration, HED 5378)
11. Compare and contrast management and leadership theories, attributes, and strategies within the context of public health. (leadership, HED 5378)
12. Describe legal and ethical considerations within the sphere of public health leadership and professionalism. (leadership, professionalism, HED 5378)

Competencies of the Community Health Education Concentration
The Seven Areas of Responsibility of a health education specialist established by the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing (NCHEC) frame the community health education concentration. These areas and their related competencies are listed below. Sub-competencies can be accessed from the NCHEC website at www.nchec.org.
The student will be able to:
Area I: Assess Needs, Assets, and Capacity for Health Education
1.1: Plan assessment process
1.2: Access existing information and data related to health
1.3: Collect quantitative and/or qualitative data related to health
1.4: Examine relationships among behavioral, environmental and genetic factors that enhance or compromise health
1.5: Examine factors that influence the learning process 
1.6: Examine factors that enhance or compromise the process of health education
1.7: Infer needs for health education based on assessment findings
Area II: Plan Health Education
2.1: Involve priority populations and other stakeholders in the planning process
2.2: Develop goals and objectives
2.3: Select or design strategies and interventions 
2.4: Develop a scope and sequence for the delivery of health education
2.5: Address factors that affect implementation
Area III: Implement Health Education
3.1: Implement a plan of action
3.2: Monitor implementation of health education
3.3: Train individuals involved in implementation of health education
Area IV: Conduct Evaluation and Research Related to Health Education
4.1: Develop evaluation/research plan 
4.2: Design instruments to collect evaluation/research data
4.3: Collect and analyze evaluation/research data 
4.4: Interpret results of the evaluation/research
4.5: Apply findings from evaluation/research 
Area V: Administer and Manage Health Education
5.1:  Manage fiscal resources 
5.2: Obtain acceptance and support for programs
5.3: Demonstrate leadership 
5.4: Manage human resources 
5.5: Facilitate partnerships in support of health education
Area VI: Serve as a Health Education Resource Person
6.1: Obtain and disseminate health-related information 
6.2: Provide training 
6.3: Serve as a health education consultant
Area VII: Communicate and Advocate for Health and Health Education
7.1: Assess and prioritize health information and advocacy needs 
7.2: Identify and develop a variety of communication strategies, methods, and techniques
7.3: Deliver messages using a variety of strategies, methods and techniques
7.4: Engage in health education advocacy
7.5: Influence policy to promote health 
7.6: Promote the health education profession 
*Source: National Commission for Health Education Credentialing (www.nchec.org)


Program Overview
A brief summary of program requirements is provided below. A snapshot of course titles/sequencing and a student checklist follow. Full course descriptions are in Appendix II. 

Public Health Core (5 courses, 15 credit hours)
The five courses shaded in green on the next page comprise the public health core: social and behavioral science (HED 5315), environmental health science (ENV 5302), epidemiology (HED 5337), biostatistics (STA 5300), and health administration (HED 5378). These courses address core knowledge areas of public health. The Core Public Health Competencies described on the previous page are also addressed in these and other courses in the MPH program.

Community Health Education Concentration (4 courses, 12 credit hours)
Four additional courses are required as part of the concentration in community health education. These courses, along with the public health core courses, address the Seven Areas of Responsibility of a health education specialist: 
Area I: Assess needs, assets, and capacity for health education (HED 5350, 5337)
Area II: Plan health education (HED 5315, 5350)
Area III: Implement health education (HED 5350, 5378)
Area IV: Conduct evaluation & research related to health education (HED 5360, 5379; STA 5300)
Area V: Administer and manage health education (HED 5360, 5378)
Area VI: Serve as a health education resource person (HED 5334)
Area VII: Communicate and advocate for health & health education (HED 5315, 5334)

Restricted Electives (2 courses, 6 credit hours)
Students are guided by the program director to choose their two elective courses from a list of restricted electives (Appendix II). For one elective, students choose between HED 5329 (current health issues) and HED 4340 (global health issues). For the other elective, students choose among courses focused on a specific health issue (e.g., human sexuality, dying and death, nutrition, healthy aging) or specific community health education competencies (e.g., health intervention development, cross-cultural health communication). 

Mid-program Practicum (3 credit hours)
Students must complete a mid-program practicum, which entails 200 contact hours of practical experience in public health/community health education.  Full-time students begin practicum preparation in their first spring semester. They must complete the practicum over the summer and participate in the annual fall MPH Practicum fair. Specific requirements are provided in the MPH Practicum Guide, which can be accessed through the MPH Program Blackboard account.

Comprehensive Exam (required, no credits)
Students complete a culminating comprehensive exam in the fall of their second year that encompasses the core areas of public health and community health education. Students must pass the exam prior to enrolling in the spring graduate project. A detailed comps guide is available to all MPH students in the MPH Program Blackboard account. 

Graduate Project (6 credit hours)
A 6-credit hour graduate project (internship or thesis option) is required in the final semester of the program. Both options entail an approved proposal, work documentation/supervision, a project document, and oral defense.  Details are described in the MPH Graduate Project Guide available in the MPH Program Blackboard account.
	BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
Master of Public Health Program 
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Program Snapshot of Course Requirements, Options, and Sequencing
	MPH in Community Health Education
	Optional Global 
	YEAR ONE
	YEAR TWO

	Degree Program Requirements (42 credit hours)
	Health Emphasis* 
	Fall
	Spring
	Summer
	Fall
	Spring

	HED 5001 Professional Seminars in Public Health   
	 
	Cr**
	 
	 
	 
	 

	HED 5315 Foundations of Health Education and Health Behavior***
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	HED 5334 Community Health Education
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	HED 5337 Concepts of  Epidemiology 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 

	HED 5350 Assessment & Planning in Health Education
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 

	HED 5360 Evaluation in Health Education
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 

	HED 5379 Research Methods 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 

	STA 5300 Statistical Methodology
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 

	Restricted Elective: Choose HED 5329 or HED 4340
	HED 4340 Global Health
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 

	Elective Course  (must be approved by MPH Program Director)
	HED 4341 Cross-Cultural Health Communication
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	HED 5V94 Practicum: 3 credit hours (200 contact hours, must be approved)
	 (must have global health focus)*
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 

	HED 5378 Administration and  Leadership in Public Health
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 

	ENV 5302  Environmental Health Science (offered every TWO years****)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 

	(comprehensive examination – no credit hours)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	#
	 

	Graduate Project: HED 5V90 Internship (6 credit hours, 400 contact hours, must be approved) or 5V99 Thesis (6 credit hours, must be approved)
	(must have global health focus)*
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total credit hours: 42
	(15 hours embedded within 42-hour degree)
	9
	9
	9
	9
	6

	*GHE: Optional component within the MPH-CHE program. Requires some travel at student’s personal expense.  Practicum experience can be completed in local refugee/immigrant communities or with locally-based global health researchers working on global projects. Internship/thesis must be globally based.

	**HED 5001 Professional Seminars in Public Health: All in-coming MPH students are required to enroll/complete this course in the first fall of the program. Seminars meet on Fridays at noon as a brown bag lunch meeting. Course is "credit/no-credit" requirement. Program director will provide details.

	***Green shading indicates 1 of 5 courses in public health core. 

	****Environmental Health offered every other year.   Take elective in fall semester in which ENV course is not offered.

	#Required comprehensive examination (no credit hours)
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STUDENT CHECK LIST

	
	Action
	Sources/Contacts

	YEAR 1
	

	Fall Semester

	
	Establish degree plan
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Program Director, Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu

	
	Attend MPH orientations
	

	
	Attend MPH fall practicum fair
	

	Become familiar with Baylor services:

	
	Libraries
	http://www.baylor.edu/lib/

	
	Career Services
	http://www.baylor.edu/careerservices/

	
	Student Life Center
	http://www.baylor.edu/student_life/

	
	Student Financial Services
	http://www.baylor.edu/sfs/

	Join Groups:

	
	Eta Sigma Gamma (ESG)
	Margo Shanks, MPH, ESG faculty advisor

	
	MPH email distribution list 
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Program Director

	
	Professional Organizations
	Examples: SOPHE, www.sophe.org; APHA, www.apha.org

	Begin Networking:

	
	Learn about faculty projects
	See “Faculty Overview” in student handbook

	
	Engage in community service
	Margo Shanks, ESG sponsor

	
	Explore international opportunities
	Dr. Eva Doyle, Director

	
	Begin to develop resume 
	BU Career Services: http://www.baylor.edu/careerservices/

	Spring Semester

	
	Prepare for summer practicum
	Dr. Eva Doyle, Practicum Coordinator

	
	Engage in community service
	Margo Shanks, ESG sponsor

	
	Explore graduate project ideas 
	Dr. Renee Umstattd, MPH Graduate Project Coordinator, Renee_Umstattd@baylor.edu 

	
	Update degree plan
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Program Director

	Summer

	
	Complete practicum/course work
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Practicum Coordinator

	
	Prepare for fall practicum fair
	

	
	Begin graduate project proposal
	Dr. Renee Umstattd Meyer, MPH Graduate Project Coordinator, 

	
	Update resume
	BU Career Services: http://www.baylor.edu/careerservices/

	
	Prepare for fall comps exam
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Comps Coordinator

	YEAR 2

	Fall Semester

	
	Present in fall practicum fair
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Practicum Coordinator

	
	Register for/pass comps exam 
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Comps Coordinator

	
	Submit graduate project proposal
	Dr. Renee Umstattd Meyer, MPH Graduate Project Coordinator 

	
	Update degree plan
	Dr. Eva Doyle, MPH Program Director

	Spring Semester

	
	File for graduation/order regalia
	BU Graduate School: http://www.baylor.edu/graduate/

	
	Check on degree audit 
	

	
	Begin job search/doctoral applications (update resume)
	BU Career Services: http://www.baylor.edu/careerservices/

	
	Complete graduate project 
	Dr. Renee Umstattd Meyer, MPH Graduate Project Coordinator

	
	Take  CHES exam 
	NCHEC: www.nchec.org

	
	Attend graduation
	http://www.baylor.edu/commencement/


Global Health Emphasis
An optional global health emphasis (GHE) is embedded within the 42-credit hour MPH degree. This emphasis requires a global health focus in the two course electives, mid-program practicum, and graduate project (internship/thesis). GHE students must travel to a global setting (outside of the United States) for some component of at least one of the experiential learning experiences (practicum or graduate project). (Expenses related to travel, etc., are the responsibility of the student.) Read the following and discuss your GHE plans with the MPH program director upon entry into the program. Use the GHE form in Appendix IV (Optional Global Health Emphasis Plan) to develop and maintain a GHE plan throughout the course of the MPH program. 

GHE Courses
GHE students must select elective courses with a clearly-defined global health focus. The courses must be designed to equip students with knowledge and skills relevant to public health/health education practice in global settings. Two pre-approved courses that meet these criteria are HED 4340 Global Health and HED 4341 Cross-Cultural Health Communication. Other course options must be pre-approved using the GHE form (see Appendix IV).

GHE-Focused Practicum
The required mid-program practicum must have a global health focus for GHE students. Though the student does not necessarily have to travel internationally to complete this practicum, evidence that the practicum work is linked to global public health/community health education must be clearly evident. Examples (in U.S. and global settings) are listed below. 
· An organization or program headquartered in the U.S. that focuses on global public health issues (e.g., World Hunger Farm, Pan American Health Organization).
· A U.S.-based clinic in which public health professionals work with immigrants/refugees.
· A study abroad program that engages practicum students in global public health efforts.
· A group of qualified professionals conducting public health research in a global setting.

GHE students must meet all requirements described in the MPH Practicum Guide (see MPH Practicum in this handbook and access full guide through MPH Program Blackboard account). The GHE student should facilitate communication and collaboration among all practicum-related personnel (supervisors, coordinators, chairs, etc.) prior to the beginning of the practicum to ensure that all program requirements are met. In addition to other program deadlines and requirements, GHE students must submit an updated GHE form (Appendix IV) to obtain GHE approval of the practicum in the semester prior to the practicum semester.

GHE-Focused Graduate Project
GHE students are expected to complete a graduate project (internship or thesis) with a global public health focus. GHE students are strongly encouraged to complete some portion of the graduate project in a global setting. Depending on the chosen option (internship or thesis) and the specific project chosen, some of the example settings describe under GHE-Focused Practicum could be appropriate for a GHE-focused graduate project. GHE students must meet all requirements described in the internship/thesis guide of the MPH student handbook. The GHE student should facilitate communication and collaboration among all internship/thesis-related personnel (supervisors, coordinators, chairs, etc.) prior to the beginning of the project to ensure that all program requirements are met. In addition to other MPH program deadlines and requirements, GHE students must submit an updated GHE form (Appendix IV) to obtain GHE approval of the graduate project in the semester prior to the internship/thesis semester.
Baylor in Brazil Study Abroad Program

All students in the MPH program (regardless of GHE status) are eligible for participation in the optional Baylor in Brazil Study Abroad Program (BiB Program). The BiB program is directed by Dr. Eva Doyle, the MPH program director, and Dr. Robert Doyle, Professor in of the Baylor Biology Department. This 5-week program is offered every summer during Baylor’s second summer session (usually early July to mid-August). However, preparatory work related to the practicum (see below) begins in June.

Course Work
The program is designed for health-interested undergraduate and graduate students who engage in 6 credit hours of course credit and experiential learning in a public health/community health education setting. MPH students who enroll in the BiB program usually complete 1 course elective (HED 4340 Global Health) and their mid-program practicum. Undergraduate students complete HED 4340 and one other global health elective course (usually environmental health). The MPH students are assigned graduate-level responsibilities in HED 4340 related to community-based public health service projects (e.g., project materials and protocol development, undergraduate student training and supervision, planning and preparation efforts with community partners). The MPH students also prepare and implement in-class presentations and learning activities related to this public health course.

BiB Practicum
MPH practicum students complete their required 200 contact hours under the supervision of Dr. Eva Doyle, a community health education specialist with strong global public health experience. These students serve as members of the BiB program coordinating team and are responsible for program preparation (including the development of health promotion programs, health fairs, assessment events, research projects). Each practicum student assumes a project coordinator’s role and is responsible for all aspects of that project (e.g., community health fair, school-based health promotion events, church-based training workshops in health promotion). Students begin their 200-hour practicum at the beginning of the summer by engaging in periodic planning meetings and preparation work in June. The remaining contact hours are complete while in Brazil during the second half of the summer. As is true for other MPH practicum students, BiB practicum students submit weekly work logs, complete a practicum notebook, and engage in the fall practicum fair as part of their practicum requirements. More information about the GHE-focused practicum and general information about the MPH practicum are available in other sections of the MPH student handbook.

For More Information
MPH students interested in the BiB program should visit the BiB program webpage (http://www.baylor.edu/hhpr/index.php?id=869306) and attend the next infosession announced on that page. The BiB co-director, Dr. Eva Doyle (Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu), can also be contacted for more information.






Joint Degree
Competency-Based Rationale
As indicated in a previous section (Competencies of the Community Health Education Concentration), our MPH in Community Health Education degree focuses on the Seven Areas of Responsibility of a Health Education Specialist (www.nchec.org). Each of these Seven Areas includes entry-level and advanced-level sub-competencies. Individuals who complete a bachelor’s degree in health education can take an exam based on the entry-level sub-competencies to become a Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES). Individuals with a health education degree and at least five years of related work experience can take an exam that covers the entry- and advanced-level sub-competencies to become a Master Certified Health Education Specialist (MCHES).

Baylor University offers a Bachelor of Science in Public Health (BSPH) Degree. This BS degree focuses on the entry-level sub-competencies of the Seven Areas, and program graduates are eligible for the CHES exam. Our Baylor MPH in Community Health Education degree program includes the entry- and advanced-level sub-competencies. Our MPH graduates are also eligible for the CHES exam and, after five years of work experience, will be equipped to become MCHES.

The BSPH program and the MPH program include the entry-level sub-competencies of the Seven Areas (the MPH program also includes the advanced-level sub-competencies). This entry-level overlap fueled the development of our BSPH/MPH in Community Health Education Joint Degree Program. Students in this joint degree program can complete both degrees in five years (one year less than usually needed to complete each degree separately.)

In this five-year “fast track program,” 15 credit hours usually required of students in the BSPH program (with only the entry-level sub-competencies covered) are substituted with 15 credit hours in the MPH program (with entry- and advanced-level sub-competencies covered). These 15 credit hours include three courses (epidemiology, assessment and program planning, and evaluation) and a 6-credit-hour master-level graduate project (internship or thesis option).

Eligibility and Application
To be eligible for the joint degree program, Baylor students must be majoring in the BS in Public Health degree program, apply and meet all application and acceptance requirements of the MPH program (GPA, GRE, etc.), and have advanced far enough into the BSPH program by the end of their junior year to make it feasible to successfully complete courses for both degrees in the overlap year (see Overlap Year and Beyond). Applicants must meet the MPH program application deadline in the spring of their junior year. 

The Overlap Year and Beyond
The 2-year MPH program contains specific course requirements and sequencing. Students move through the MPH program in cohorts as first-year and, then, second-year students. In their first official year of the joint degree program, joint degree students complete an overlap year, which consists of their last (senior) year of the BSPH program and the first year of the MPH program. In this overlap year, joint degree students complete all first-year MPH requirements (9 credit hours in fall and in spring) along with the final requirements of their BS program. If possible, completing all (or most) of the BSPH requirements in the summer prior to beginning year one of the MPH program is strongly advised!

After the overlap year, the joint degree students then complete year 2 of the MPH program. Second-year MPH students complete 9 credit hours in the summer (includes a practicum), 9 hours and a comprehensive exam in the fall, and a 6-credit-hour graduate project (internship or thesis option) in the spring of year 2. Joint degree students are awarded both degrees (BS and MPH) at the end of this final academic year.

Advising and Course Enrollment
Joint degree students are assigned two academic advisors, one at the undergraduate level (BSPH) and one at the graduate level (MPH). Dr. Beth Lanning, director of the BSPH program advises students for the BS portion of the joint degree. Dr. Eva Doyle, director of the MPH program, is the academic advisor for the MPH degree portion of the joint degree. Students receive separate degree plan documents from each advisor so that students and advisors can clearly distinguish between requirement completions for each degree. 

Financial Considerations
Students in the joint degree program benefit financially in two ways:
1. Fifteen credit hours that would normally be required in the BS in Public Health degree are not required in the joint degree. 
2. The degree program is designed as a 5-year degree, which entails one year less than it would normally take students to complete each degree separately (6 years).  Thus, joint degree students save a full year of living expenses usually paid while in school.
Though these financial benefits are substantial, joint degree students should be aware of the following factors.
· Joint degree students must complete all 42 credit hours of the MPH degree program as part of the joint degree.
· Most scholarships awarded to undergraduate students are designated for undergraduate course-work only. They cannot be applied to the 42 credit hours of graduate-level courses required in the joint degree program.
· Joint degree students are not eligible for the 2-year graduate assistantships (8 teaching assistantships and 1 program-specific graduate assistants) supported by our MPH program.
· Joint degree students are eligible for any existing research assistantships (RA) funded through the research grants of individual faculty members in the MPH program. However, grant funding greatly fluctuates from year to year, and the level of funding (available stipends, level for tuition support) also widely varies. 
· Joint degree students may be eligible assistantships offered in other departments on campus. Determination for eligibility for these assistantships is determined by the professionals who hire for these positions.
· Graduate students are eligible for some academic-related loans. 
The director of the MPH program emails announcements out to the MPH student body (including in-coming students) about any possible assistantship opportunities that are submitted to the director by leaders of other departments and programs on campus. The director should also be contacted for inquiries about any available grant-funded positions among our MPH faculty members All eligible MPH students, including our joint degree students, are encouraged to apply for these positions. 

Policies, Procedures, and Expectations

Academic Advisement
The MPH program director is the academic advisor for all MPH students. Students are provided with an electronic degree plan upon program entry and are required to update and resubmit the degree plan at the beginning of every semester. Students should make an appointment with the director if questions arise about program requirements, procedures, or other issues. 

Course and Program Sequence
All full-time MPH students must follow the required program sequence. The program is designed for students to advance through a progressive sequence of knowledge and skill mastery. For example, the community health education (HED 5334) and behavioral theory (HED 5315) courses equip students with theory-based concepts and principles needed for assessment, planning, and grant-writing in HED 5350. The biostatistics (STA 5300) and epidemiology (HED 5337) courses (spring, year 1) equip students with analysis tools that are useful in research methods (HED 5379) and evaluation (HED 5360). The health administration course (HED 5378, fall, year 2) helps students synthesize and examine what they’ve learned within the context of public health administration, policy, and leadership. The mid-program practicum (summer after year 1) allows students to test year-1 learning in an applied setting and return to the campus in the fall with real-world perspectives to consider and discuss. The culminating graduate project (internship/thesis) facilitates a final, integrated application of learning in an applied setting. 

4000-Level Courses
MPH students are allowed to complete 4000-level courses as their electives if these courses have been “graduate-credit approved” by the Baylor Graduate School, the instructor agrees to work with the student, and the MPH program director approves. The student should contact the course instructor prior to enrollment to ask if the course is “grad-credit approved.” If it is, the student must use the Graduate Credit Agreement Form (Appendix V) to establish an agreement.

Professional Conduct and Ethics
MPH students and faculty are expected to adhere to policies, ethics, codes of conduct, and other expectations described in the following documents.
· Baylor Student Polices: http://www.baylor.edu/student_policies/
· Baylor Code of Conduct: http://www.baylor.edu/honorcode/index.php?id=57793 
· Health Education Professional Code of Ethics: http://www.nchec.org/credentialing/ethics
Violations can result in dismissal or other sanctions. Faculty/staff misconduct or discrimination should be reported to the MPH program director and/or HHPR Department Chair. A formal report may also be filed with the Office of Student life at www.baylor.edu/student_life.

Grade Point Average
Students must maintain a GPA of 3.0 throughout the course of the program to avoid probationary status and related consequences (access Graduate Catalog at www.baylor.edu/graduate/).

Graduate School Petition and Filing to Graduate
The Baylor Registrar and Graduate School require that a formal petition form be submitted for a student when the student completes courses not listed in the graduate catalog as part of the MPH degree plan. Follow the Graduate School Petition Form and Guide (Appendix VI) to submit the needed form at the beginning of the semester in which you will graduate. Also file for graduation with the graduate school (www.baylor.edu/graduate/) at the beginning of the semester so that they will initiate the needed degree audit.  
Professional Development & Service

It is logical that a potential employer in public health would prefer to hire an individual with a public health degree, relevant specialty training, certification that indicates competencies, and experience in public health settings. Some students in university degree programs find it challenging to gain needed experience and develop a strong resume while still in school. Our program faculty is aware of this challenge and has developed some opportunities and recommendations described below that may be helpful.  We encourage you to contact the Baylor Career Services (see Contacts) during your first semester for assistance in creating a strong resume format that you can continue to develop as you progress through the program.

Work, Volunteerism, and Networking
Working at least part time in public health settings (or in a service, teaching, or research-related position) while in school can be useful though not always possible. Volunteerism in public health/community health education settings can enhance experience and indicate strong professional commitment. Students in our program are strongly encouraged to invest high levels of professionalism in our experiential-learning course projects (many are linked to real community partners) and actively seek ways to engage in community service opportunities led by our student organization (see Eta Sigma Gamma below), faculty (watch for email listserv  announcements), and other campus and community groups. These volunteer efforts, along with memberships in professional organizations, can help you develop professional networks that may be useful in your practicum, internship/thesis, and future employment.

Eta Sigma Gamma
Our Baylor chapter of Eta Sigma Gamma (ESG) is part of a nationally-recognized honor society for the health education profession. Our ESG members engage in a wide variety of community service and professional development activities and enjoy the support of working with faculty and other students involved in ESG. Leadership roles as an officer or project coordinator are also a possibility in our chapter. Contact the sponsor, Mrs. Margo Shanks, for more information. 

Professional Organizations
Joining and engaging in a professional organization as a student can help you begin to network with members of the profession, develop real-world professional skills and perspectives, capitalize on training and professional service opportunities, present at conferences, and obtain resources that can further enhance your competency. Though organizational memberships and travel to conferences incur expenses, the long-term benefits of this investment can be life-changing. An overview of potential organizations is included on page 4.

Professional Certifications

Certified Health Education Specialist
Professional certifications are highly valued in public health/community health education employment settings. You are strongly encouraged to sit for the national exam to become a Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES) during your final semester in our program. (You may be eligible for the Master CHES [MCHES] exam instead. Visit www.nchec.org for details). 

Certified in Public Health
A Certified in Public Health (CPH) credential is also available that focuses on core public health areas (e.g., environmental health, biostatistics) and cross–cutting competencies. This exam does not overlap with/replace the CHES/MCHES (which is more specific to the community health education specialty).  For more information, visit www.publichealthexam.org/.
Frequently Asked Questions
The Information Packet for the MPH Program, which is accessible on the MPH Program website (www.baylor.edu/hhpr/mph), contains detailed information relevant to questions 1-4 below.  Detailed information about program requirements is provided in this handbook. For more information, students should contact the MPH Program Director (see Contact Information).
 
1-What is public health? 
Public Health is the science and art of protecting and improving the health of communities through education, promotion of healthy lifestyles, and research for disease and injury prevention. Public health is a diverse professional field that encompasses a wide variety of health-related disciplines. In general, public health professionals from these various disciplines work together to protect the health of entire populations through health promotion and disease prevention. More specifically, “Public health professionals try to prevent problems from happening or re-occurring through implementing educational programs, developing policies, administering services, and conducting research, in contrast to clinical professionals, such as doctors and nurses, who focus primarily on treating individuals after they become sick or injured. It is also a field that is concerned with limiting health disparities and a large part of public health is the fight for health care equity, quality, and accessibility. 
From: Association of Schools of Public Health, What is Public Health?, www.whatispublichealth.org.

2-Where do public health and community health education specialists work?
Community health educators work in public health agencies, health care settings, non-governmental organizations (community non-profits), businesses, universities, and schools. For more information, access the MPH Program website and visit with the MPH Program Director.

3-What will I learn about in the MPH program?
Students in this degree program are guided to develop competencies that will equip them to promote healthy lifestyles and healthy environments in a variety of work settings. The public health core of the degree program introduces students to basic concepts in epidemiology, environmental health, biostatistics, health services administration, and social and behavioral science so that they will be able to work in multi-disciplinary partnerships to promote community health. In the community health education concentration within the degree program, the students learn about theory-based approaches to health assessment; program/intervention planning, coordination, and evaluation; health communication; health research and grant-writing; and community capacity building. Specific competencies and learning outcomes are provided in this handbook (see table of content for relevant sections). 

4-Is there a way that I can reduce the cost of attending graduate school? 
The MPH program hires some graduate assistants to teach a personal wellness course or work as a research and program assistant. Detailed information about these opportunities are provided in the MPH Information Packet. MPH students may also be eligible for financial aid or student loans (contact Baylor Student Financial Services, http://www.baylor.edu/sfs/)

5-How do the internship and thesis options differ?
Students are required to choose an internship or a thesis for their 6-credit hour graduate project. The internship includes 400 contact hours of work in a public health/community health education setting. The thesis is a research study addressing public health/community health education issues. Both options entail an approved proposal, work supervision/documentation, a final project document, and an oral defense (see Graduate Project for more information).




APPENDICES
APPENDIX I
Baylor MPH Program Mission, Goals, and Objectives

MISSION 
We promote public health in local and global settings through the professional preparation of students, community service, research and scholarship, and workforce development.

PROGRAM GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

Goal #1: Student Instruction and Professional Preparation
To equip students with the professional competencies needed to effectively serve as public health professionals.
 
Objective 1.1. At the end of each academic year, at least 70% of students who completed a practicum that year will have received a competency evaluation score from their practicum supervisor of at least 80 (80%) on a 100-point scale. 
Objective 1.2. At the end of each academic year, at least 70% of students who completed the comprehensive exam that year will have passed it.
Objective 1.3. At the end of each academic year, at least 70% of students who completed an internship that year will have received a competency evaluation score from their preceptor of at least 80%. 
Objective 1.4. At the end of each academic year, at least 70% of students who completed a public health thesis that year will have received a competency evaluation score from their thesis committee of at least 80%. 
Objective 1.5. At the end of each academic year, at least 70% of full-time students in the program’s second-year cohort will graduate.
Objective 1.6. At the end of each academic year, at least 70% of graduation candidates who complete the program exit survey will score at least 80% on the competency-based self-efficacy scale. 
Objective 1.7. At the end of each academic year, at least 70% of program graduates who took a national certification exam that year will have passed. 
Objective 1.8. Within 12 months of graduation, at least 60% of program graduates who sought entry into the public health workforce or an additional health-related graduate degree program will have gained entry. 

Goal #2: Service
To engage students and faculty in community and professional service.

Objective 2.1. At the end of each calendar year, at least 75% of faculty members will report having engaged in a community service partnership or activity during the past 12 months. 
Objective 2.2. At the end of each calendar year, at least 75% of faculty members will report having worked with students in a community service project or activity during the past 12 months. 
Objective 2.3. At the end of each calendar year, at least 75% of faculty members will report having served as board members, officers, or committee members of a professional organization during the past 12 months.
Objective 2.4. At the end of each academic year, at least 60% of graduation candidates will indicate on an exit survey having completed at least one community-based project or assignment in a non-practicum/internship course. 
Objective 2.5. At the end of each academic year, at least 60% of graduation candidates will indicate on an exit survey that their practicum experience included some aspect of community service. 

Goal #3: Research and Scholarship
To engage students and faculty members in public health research and scholarship.

Objective 3.1. By the end of each calendar year, at least 75% of faculty members will report having been involved in public health research during the last 12 months. 
Objective 3.2. By the end of each calendar year, at least 75% of faculty members will report having contributed during the last 12 months to the knowledge or skills of the public health profession through professional presentations or scholarship. 
Objective 3.3. By the end of each calendar year, at least 75% of faculty members will report having involved at least one MPH student in a research or scholarship activity during the last 12 months. 

Goal #4: Workforce Development 
To engage students and faculty members in public health workforce development.

Objective 4.1. By the end of each calendar year, at least 75% of faculty members will report having contributed during the last 12 months to the continuing education of public health professionals. 
 Objective 4.2. By the end of each calendar year, the Baylor MPH Program will have sponsored at least one training event through which public health professionals and/or community partners were equipped with public health knowledge or skills.
Objective 4.3. By the end of each calendar year, the Baylor MPH Program will have engaged students in at least one public health training event for public health professionals and/or community partners.

	
APPENDIX II
Baylor MPH Program Course Descriptions

	REQUIRED COURSES

	HED 5001 Professional Seminars in Public Health - Orients students in the Baylor Master of Public Health program to the degree program purpose, requirements, and opportunities. Includes concepts and practical guides for developing professional skills and preparing to enter the public health workforce. (credit/no credit course)

	ENV 5302 Foundations of Environmental Health Science - Overview of current topics in environmental health, including environmental toxicology and disease, food security and safety, risk assessment, air and water quality, waste management, emerging contaminants and diseases, public health concepts of emergency preparedness, environmental regulation, and mitigation of environmental risks.

	HED 5315 Theoretical Foundations of Health Behavior and Public Health - Theoretical models and concepts of social and behavioral health. Theory-based approaches to public health education and health promotion.

	HED 5334 Community Health Education - Principles of community health education. Function, organization and coordination of public, private, and voluntary health agencies.

	HED 5337 Public Health Concepts in Epidemiology - Descriptive and analytical epidemiological methods in the investigation of diseases of contemporary public health interest.

	HED 5350 Assessment and Planning in Health Education
Principles, models, and methods of assessment and program planning in health education. 

	HED 5360 Evaluation in Health Education - Program evaluation and measurement concepts and practical applications in health education.

	HED 5378 Administration and Leadership in Public Health - Public health policy and systems thinking. Administrative and leadership approaches to developing and managing fiscal and human resources in public health programs.

	HED 5379 Research Methods - Developmental theory, investigation and gathering of data, statistical analysis and evaluation, and research reporting as these relate to research in health, human performance, and recreation.

	HED 5V90 Internship - Full-time experience in an agency, corporation, or hospital for on the job training in a professional field. Minimum requirement -- 400 clock hours; and consent of advisor.

	HED 5V94 Practicum in HHPR - Part-time experience in an agency, corporation, or hospital for exposure to various professional areas of employment. May be taken twice. May not be taken if HHPR 5690 is taken. Minimum requirement - 200 clock hours and consent of adviser.

	HED 5V99 Thesis - Credit received when thesis approved. A total of six hours will be required.

	STA 5300 Statistical Methods - Introduction to descriptive and inferential statistics. Topics may be selected from the following: descriptive statistics and graphs, probability, regression, correlation, tests of hypotheses, interval estimation, measurement, reliability, experimental design, analysis of variance, nonparametric methods, and multivariate methods.

	RESTRICTED ELECTIVES (4000-level courses graduate credit approved)

	HED 4321 Human Sexuality - Basic concepts of human sexuality are analyzed and discussed. The course is designed to help students better understand the influences that affect the complex nature of human interaction and to provide accurate information needed to help develop responsible decision making skills.

	HED 4327 Dying and Death Education - Prerequisite(s): Upper-level standing. (Graduate credit approved)
A program of death education designed to help people to develop constructive attitudes, values, and practices. Dynamics of later life and the aging process with special emphasis on health will also be included.

	HED 4331 Intervention Design in Health Education - Theories and methods used to design interventions in health education and health promotion. A special emphasis is focused on health behaviors and life-style changes.

	HED 4340 Global Health- Overviews global health issues and the role of health education among medically underserved populations worldwide. Course is designed for field-based application in international or local immigrant/refugee settings.

	HED 4341 Cross-Cultural Health Communication - Overviews cross-cultural communication concepts/strategies used in health education to assess health needs and communicate health information. Designed for field-based international or local culture-specific settings. 

	HED 4355 Human Diseases - Basic principles of pathophysiology and mechanism of diseases affecting the human body, including basic principles

	HED 5329 Current Health Issues - Current health issues and directed study to provide appropriate graduate-level experience in health-content areas.

	FCS 5351 Nutrition and Aging - Nutritional needs of individuals as they age. Disease prevention, nutrition assessment, and the central role of nutrition in maintaining health and well being.
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APPENDIX III
Global Health Emphasis Plan

This 2-page form is a tool for ongoing advisement related to the global health emphasis (GHE). Discuss your GHE plans with the MPH program director upon entry into the program. The GHE contains four components: 2 courses, practicum, and graduate project. By the end of the semester prior to beginning each component, submit an updated version of this form with required information for that component included. The director will review your proposed component focus and inform you regarding approval status. Email the 2-page form to Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu.

	Student Name:
	Last Update:



						GHE COURSE #1

	 Course (prefix, number, title):


	Catalog description (paste in):

	Learning outcomes relevant to global public health*
	Area(s) of Responsibility*

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	Targeted semester (e.g., Spring 2014): 
	Director approved (date):

	*List at least 3. Indicate related areas of responsibility of a health education specialist (e.g., Area I-assessment, see www.nchec.org)


	GHE COURSE #2

	Course (prefix, number, title):


	Catalog description (paste in):

	Learning outcomes relevant to global public health*
	Area(s) of Responsibility*

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	Targeted semester (e.g., Spring 2014): 
	Director approved (date):

	*List at least 3. Indicate related areas of responsibility of a health education specialist (e.g., Area I-assessment, see www.nchec.org)


	MID-PROGRAM PRACTICUM: HED 5V94 Practicum in HHPR (enroll in 3 credit hours)

	Organization/Location:
	Supervisor:

	Project Title:

	Learning outcomes relevant to global public health*
	Area(s) of Responsibility*

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	Targeted semester (e.g., Spring 2014): 
	Approved for GHE* (date):

	*See practicum guide student handbook  for additional approval requirements

	
(see page 2 of GHE form)





	GHE Form, page 2
Complete only ONE of the following options. Submit both pages with each update.

	Student Name:


							

	GRADUATE PROJECT OPTION 1 –  INTERNSHIP: HED 5V90 Internship (enroll in 6 credit hours)

	Organization/Location:


	Supervisor:

	Project Title:


	Learning outcomes relevant to global public health*
	Area(s) of Responsibility*

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	4. 
	

	Targeted semester (e.g., Spring 2014): 
	Approved for GHE* (date):

	*See internship guide in student handbook for additional approval requirements



	GRADUATE PROJECT OPTION 2 – THESIS:  HED 5V99 Thesis (enroll in 6 credit hours)

	Organization/Location:


	Supervisor:

	Project Title:


	Learning outcomes relevant to global public health*
	Area(s) of Responsibility*

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	4. 
	

	Targeted semester (e.g., Spring 2014):
	Approved for GHE* (date):

	*See thesis guide in student handbook for additional approval requirements



APPENDIX IV
Graduate Credit Agreement Form
MPH in Community Health Education

Instructions:
By the end of the 2nd week in the semester, each graduate student enrolled in a 4000-level HED course must:
1. Meet with the course instructor to determine the “grad-level” requirements for the course.
2. Create an electronic copy of the “HED Graduate Credit Agreement” form (this page).
3. Print the completed form, sign it, and obtain the instructor’s signature.
4. Provide the instructor with a copy of the signed form.
5. Email the electronic version to the student’s academic advisor (degree program director) and “cc” the email to the instructor.  

Semester/Year:
Course Number/Title:
Student’s Name:
Instructor’s Name:

Graduate-Level Assignment #1*
· Due date:
· Assignment title: 
· Learning Goal: By completing this assignment, the student will be able to...(complete sentence)
· Specific requirement:
· Grade weighting:**
· Additional notes: 

Graduate-Level Assignment #2*
· Due date:
· Assignment title: 
· Learning Goal: By completing this assignment, the student will be able to...(complete sentence)
· Specific requirement:
· Grade weighting:**
· Additional notes: 


I understand and agree to comply with all graduate level assignments and grading agreements listed on this form.
	
Student’s signature:	______________________________   Date:______________

Instructor’s signature:	______________________________   Date:______________


*Add or remove numbered assignments as needed.
**Grade weighting example: Worth 10% of total course grade. Replaces undergrad journaling assignment.


APPENDIX V
GRADUATE SCHOOL PETITION FORM AND GUIDE

The Baylor registrar and Graduate School require that a formal petition form be submitted for a student when the student completes courses as part of his or her degree plan that are not listed as required courses or allowable/pre-approved electives. However, the student must have already completed the course (i.e., the course must be on the student’s transcript) before a petition form can be submitted. For this reason, the student MUST obtain permission for the academic advisor PRIOR to enrolling in the course and then, after completing the course, must submit the petition form to the advisor. The advisor, in turn, submits the form to the HHPR Graduate Coordinator for “petition processing.”

An example/template form is provided on the following page. The student should do the following by not later than the first month of the semester in which the student plans to graduate:
· Complete the first box only on the form.
· Save the file with the student’s name as part of the file. Example: Graduate school petition EvaDoyle
· Email the petition from to the academic advisor (Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu)

Tips:
· All petitioned courses can be included on the same form
· Note some example entries below:

Statement of Petition
Please accept the following two courses as the two electives that are allowed in my degree program: HP 5000 and RLS 4500.
Please accept:
· HP 5100 as a substitute for HED 5360.

Justification of Petition
All of the courses listed above are a match for my career plans and allowed me to graduate within a reasonable time frame. All courses were approved by my academic advisor, Dr. Eva Doyle, prior to enrollment.

SUBMIT THIS PETITION FORM BY NO LATER THAN THE END OF THE FIRST MONTH OF THE SEMESTER IN WHICH YOU WILL GRADUATE!


Contact Dr. Eva Doyle if you have questions: Eva_Doyle@baylor.edu


GRADUATE SCHOOL - - BAYLOR UNIVERSITY PETITION

   Section to be completed by the student.
						Date _						

Name 						I.D. # 						

Extension 		 Credit Transfer 		  Other 		

Statement of Petition:




Justification of Petition:






   Section to be completed by the Director of Graduate Studies/Chairperson. 

This student was enrolled in good standing as a graduate 					

The course / courses were graduate level.							

A transcript accompanies this petition.							

   Comments:



   Date 						Signature 					
                          					          Director of Graduate/Studies Chairperson
												

												


   Section to be completed by the Graduate School.
  Action:



  Date 						Signature 					
                     								Graduate School
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