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Baylor Bears defeat the 
Oklahoma Sooners 77-65

Controversy ahead 
Julian Assange plans to make 
WikiLeaks television series 

The price of beauty  
Website founded by MTV’s 
“The Hills” star Lauren Conrad 
focuses on beauty and fashion tips

The Baylor Lariat

Newspaper of the Year | Texas APME Best Student Newspaper | Houston Press Club 

>> On the red carpet 
The Oscar nominations 
were revealed Tuesday 
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>>  No. 1 Lady Bears
Women’s basketball 
determined to maintain 
No. 1 status.
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>> No ticket for baby?
London Olympics debate 
with families on full-price 
tickets for newborns.
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“Often, it 
starts to feel 
like politicians 
are incapable of 
keeping a steady 
stance. We see 
them flip-flopping 
over positions all 
too frequently. 

But [Rand] 
Paul’s actions 
signify that we can 
hope for more from 
our leaders.”
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Viewpoints

Bear Briefs

Bears will play
The No. 1 Lady Bears 
will play the  No. 25 
Sooners from 7 to 
9 p.m. Thursday in 
Norman, Okla. 

Let’s talk basketball
The SUB Den will 
host Chalk Talk from 
12-12:30 p.m. on Fri-
day featuring players 
from men and wom-
en’s basketball. The 
players will discuss 
everything from plays 
to statistics and will 
take questions from 
the audience. 

The place to go to know 
the places to go

In his last State of the Union 
address before the Novem-
ber elections, President Barack 
Obama urged members of Con-
gress to pass legislation increas-
ing government expenditures in 
targeted areas and reforming the 
federal tax code.

The president said he intends 
to “fight obstruction with action,” 
criticizing the Republican-con-
trolled House of Representatives 
and the Democrat-controlled 
Senate for not passing more leg-

islation to improve the state of the 
economy. 

This rhetoric about obstruc-
tionism will likely become one 
of Obama’s main lines of attack 
against the Republican nominee 
in November, according to po-
litical science professor Dr. Curt 
Nichols.

“He’s trying to set a tone that 
he’s going to continue ... through 
the election,” Nichols said. 

“He came out tonight back to 
the tone that was successful in 
getting him elected: more upbeat 
and urging bipartisanship.”

Although Obama encouraged 

the federal and state govern-
ments to set aside more funding 
for higher education, he said such 
measures should ensure that uni-
versities work to cut operating 

costs and lower tuition rates.
“We can’t just keep subsidiz-

ing skyrocketing tuition,” Obama 
said; “we’ll run out of money. 
States also need to do their part by 

making higher education a higher 
priority in their budgets, and col-
leges and universities have to do 

Union address 
calls Congress 
to take action 

By Daniel Houston
Reporter

Former BU, MCC lecturer pleads 
guilty to possession of child porn

President Barack Obama delivers his State of the Union address Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
Listening in back are Vice President Joe Biden and House Speaker John Boehner, right. 

Associated Press

By Linda Wilkins
Staff Writer

Former Baylor and McLen-
nan Community College lecturer 
Roger Wayne Rouland, 52, plead-
ed guilty on Thursday to posses-
sion of child pornography. 

Rouland was arrested by the 
McLennan Community College 
police and charged with four 
counts of possession of child por-
nography in June 2009.

Chief Larry Radke with the 
McLennan Community Col-
lege Police Department said a 
groundskeeper at MCC found 
a backpack in a parking lot and 
turned it in to MCC police June 
9, 2009.

Detective Tom Frost, who 
worked Rouland’s case, said the 
police assumed that the backpack 
had been stolen out of a parked 
car and stowed in the tree line in 
the parking lot so the thief could 
return later to obtain it. 

While attempting to identify 
the bag’s owner, police discov-
ered information that indicated 
the owner of the bag was in pos-
session of child pornography. 

Frost obtained a search war-
rant for the bag and the property 
in the bag, which included some 
computer media. 

Frost said the MCC PD sent 
the computer media with the 
child pornography on it to the 
Texas Attorney General’s Office 
of Computer Forensics in Austin, 
where the forensics team was able 
to determine Rouland was the 
owner.  

When the MCC PD found out 
the identity of the bag’s owner, 
they contacted the Baylor Police 
Department because Rouland 
was a lecturer at Baylor at that 
time. 

Baylor Police Chief Jim Doak 
said the Baylor PD “provided 
support to them with informa-

tion” concerning Rouland. 
“When we realized who the 

owner of the bag was, we got a 
search warrant for his computer 
at Baylor,” Frost said. “We found 
nothing.”

Doak also said the MCC PD 
received a search warrant to 
search Rouland’s personal resi-
dence, which Frost confirmed. 

From their search, they found 
more computer media with child 
pornography on it, as well as 
some printed child pornography, 
Frost said. 

Frost said the MCC PD filed 
four complaints for possession of 
child pornography. Frost arrested 
Rouland June 22, 2009. 

Rouland was arraigned and 
posted bond, according to Frost.   

The MCC PD contacted the 
local Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion and they took Rouland’s case 
to a federal court, which handled 

New club focuses 
on student health

By Breanna Nichols
Reporter

Two Baylor students and a 
Baylor mom are fighting the 
freshman 15 with the founding 
of a new club, Bear Nutrition, to 
help students create a healthier 
environment. 

Austin sophomore Kyler Lind-
sey and graduate student Jeff 
Bischoff partnered with Kyler’s 
mom, Diana Lindsey, over Par-
ents’ Weekend in the fall to form 
the club and pick its location.  

After yo-yo dieting for years, 
Diana began using Herbalife 
products and said she found 
the products helped to keep the 
weight off. She introduced Kyler 
to the products and he also said 
he had success in losing body fat. 
The mother and son began work-
ing as individual distributors and 
wellness coaches. 

Kyler, who said he had a strong 
desire to form relationships with 
his clients and the people he was 
coaching, began to consider the 
idea of forming a club with his 
mother and Bischoff near the Bay-
lor campus. Baylor Nutrition was 
the realization of Kyler’s dream.

In the club, each member is 
paired with a wellness coach who, 
during his or her first visit, intro-
duces the clients to the Herbalife 
products, which come in various 
packages of drinks, which include 
a shake, energy tea and aloe shot. 
Those who want more tailored 
packages have options, like add-
ing more protein to the shakes the 
club offers.

Brandon Firby, manager of 
Total Nutrition in Waco, said cus-
tomers should be aware of ingre-
dients when choosing products 
for consumption. “The first ingre-
dient is always the base of what is 
being used in the product,” Firby 
said. “Soy is the first ingredient 

on the [Herbalife] label, and soy 
protein can increase estrogen in 
men.” For this reason, customers 
may want to keep in mind what is 
going into their bodies, Firby said.

Diana said the Herbalife prod-
ucts could be used “as a snack or a 
meal replacement.”

Though the 20-ounce Formula 
1 shake offered by the club con-
tains 20 vitamins, minerals and 
essential nutrients, Firby recom-
mends using the shake as a snack 
instead of a meal replacement, be-
cause “the carbs to protein ratio is 
really high.”

“There isn’t enough protein in 
a shake to make it a meal replace-
ment,” Firby said. “In order to get 
enough protein, you would need 
to have double the amount of 
scoops used in one shake.”  

Southlake senior Caroline 
Curtis, a nutrition major and 
wellness coach at Bear Nutrition, 
has been using the Formula 1 
shake with added protein powder 
every day for years as a meal re-
placement.

“It’s convenient for students,” 
Curtis said. “Bear Nutrition is 
easy for students to get to, and it’s 
closer than other fast food restau-
rants in Waco.” 

Diana said the club will begin 
to host social events throughout 
the month, including game nights 
where students can hang out and 
watch the Bears on a large-screen 
television. 

“Our goal is to create another 
place near campus like Common 
Grounds or other popular social 
places students like to visit and 
hangout,” Diana said. 

For more information on the 
nutrition club and products it 
uses, visit Bear Nutrition on Face-
book, follow @BearNutrition on 
twitter or go to www.Herbalife.
com.

Man pleads not guilty to attempted assassination charges

WASHINGTON — An Idaho 
man accused of firing shots at 
the White House pleaded not 
guilty Tuesday to charges that 
he tried to assassinate President 
Barack Obama. A lawyer for Os-
car Ramiro Ortega-Hernandez 
entered the plea on his client’s 
behalf during a brief appearance 
in U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton. Ortega did not say anything 
during the proceedings and will 

remain held without bond. He has 
another court date next month.

Prosecutors say Ortega used 
an assault rifle with an attached 
scope to fire a series of shots at 
the White House from long range 
on the night of Nov. 11. Obama 
and his wife, Michelle, were out of 
town at the time. 

In the months before the 
shooting, investigators say, he 
had had become obsessed with 
Obama, referred to him as the 
anti-Christ and told at least one 
person that he planned to “take 

care of ” the president.Prosecutors 
say he drove away after the shoot-
ing and crashed his car, then took 
off on foot. 

Authorities searching his car 
found a semi-automatic rifle, 
12 spent shell casings and three 
fully-loaded magazines, and bul-
let impact points were located in 
the area of the White House that’s 
known to be the living quarters 
of the First Family. Authorities 
recovered a bullet from a window 
frame on the Truman Balcony.

He was arrested on Nov. 16 

at the same hotel where he had 
stayed before the shooting, au-
thorities say.Ortega, of Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, was indicted last 
week on 17 counts including try-
ing to assassinate the president, 
transporting a firearm across 
state lines and assaulting officers 
or employees of the United States 
with a deadly weapon. 

Those charges three govern-
ment employees who were on the 
grounds of the White House at 
the time of the shooting.

Ortega’s federal public defend-

er, David Bos, has previously ar-
gued that prosecutors have not es-
tablished that Ortega was present 
at the shooting or that the presi-
dent was the target of the attack. 

Bos declined to comment after 
the hearing.

Ortega could face up to life in 
prison if convicted of trying to as-
sassinate the president.

The hearing took place in 
the same week that a lawyer for 
John Hinckley, who was found 
not guilty by reason of insanity 
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By Eric Tucker
Associated Press

Fort Worth sophomore Jeremy Feghali wins a $10 gift card to Common Grounds  on Tuesday after spin-
ning a prize wheel at the housing fair during Dr Pepper Hour in the Barfield Drawing Room.

Matt Hellman | Lariat Photo Editor

Housing fair gives back 

SEE CHARGES, page 6

the rest of the proceedings.
Rouland was a professor at 

MCC during summer 2007, Phyllis 
Blackwood, MCC Director of Hu-
man Resources said.

 Frost said the police assumed 
Rouland was applying for a full-
time position at MCC when his 
backpack was placed among the 
trees. 

Rouland’s previous employ-
ment was only part-time, accord-
ing to Frost.

Lori Fogleman, director of 
media communications at Baylor, 
said Rouland was a full-time lec-
turer at Baylor from January 2005 
until spring 2009. 

On the website BU Books, Rou-
land was listed as an English and 
British literature lecturer.

Rouland is to be sentenced 
March 14, Frost said.

www.baylorlariat.com

Follow us on Twitter at 
bulariat@twitter.com



City officials in New Britain, Conn., 
have blatantly reminded one of their 
police officers that doing the right thing 
isn’t always easy.

Officer Frank Barbagiovanni tried to 
help save the life of an unconscious boy by 
performing CPR until medics could ar-
rive at the scene of the emergency in No-
vember. The boy later died at a hospital.

The officer was exposed to the 
10-year-old’s “bodily fluids” when the 
boy threw up during the ordeal — a fact 
that has caused trouble for the officer 
long since.

After the incident, Barbagiovanni fol-
lowed protocol by sending in paperwork 
related to workers’ compensation claims, 

in case he did in fact become ill from the 
incident and needed to file a claim. 

But city officials sent Barbagiovanni a 
response that “indicated that the incident 
was not ‘causally related to a work-related 
condition’ and that [they] would contest 
workers’ compensation if he applied for 
it,” according to a Fox News report.

In other words, if Barbagiovanni had 
become sick from performing CPR, city 
officials would not have awarded him 
workers’ compensation. Thankfully the 
officer has not suffered any sickness.

The city’s mayor has since apologized 
to Barbagiovanni, and Phil Sherwood, 
one of the mayor’s aides, said “the attor-
ney wasn’t saying CPR isn’t part of a po-
lice officer’s duties” in the original letter, 
according to an article in the Hartford 
Courant.

But as of today, Barbagiovanni had 
not been told that he will be given cover-
age if it becomes necessary.

Hopefully the city will make amends, 
but it’s appalling that officials would 
handle such a situation this way in the 
first place. 

Had Barbagiovanni stood by and re-
fused to help in the face of an emergency, 
he surely would have been condemned 
for that inaction by both city officials 
and civilians — such a response from 
them would be expected. But when Bar-
bagiovanni took action, it seems that the 
city initially refused to see it as part of 

his job, though they now say that is not 
the case. 

You can bet, though, that those city 
officials would have wanted him to take 
action had their lives been the ones on 
the line. 

The situation further begs the ques-
tion: Would Barbagiovanni have been 
treated this way if he had been successful 
in helping to save the boy’s life? Surely 
the city wouldn’t treat a proclaimed hero 
the way they have treated this officer, 
whose actions many still call heroic.   

Barbagiovanni has said he would still 
act again in the future if he faced a simi-
lar emergency; that’s fortunate, because 
the treatment he received from city of-
ficials might have caused some officers to 
think twice. 

Police officers face enough oppo-
sition in their day-to-day work. They 
shouldn’t have to worry about opposi-
tion from their city when they’ve done 
the best they could to react to an emer-
gency situation. 

Hopefully the city will actually cor-
rect its response to Barbagiovanni and 
support him with compensation if it 
does indeed become necessary (blood 
tests so far have come back with healthy 
reports, according to Fox). 

Hopefully New Britain, Conn., police 
officers will be able to do their jobs in the 
future knowing that they have the finan-
cial protection and support of their city 
and the officials who run it — officers in 
every city should have that security. Af-
ter all, those officers are the people pro-
viding us security every single day. 

 Sara Tirrito is a junior journalism 
major from Texarkana and is the Lariat’s 
city editor.
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U.S. Sen. Rand Paul will not be pat-
ted down, nor will he back down from 
his stance on airport security, as he dem-
onstrated Monday on his way to Wash-
ington.

The senator refused a pat-down 
search at a Nashville, Tenn., airport after 
he triggered a sensor during a full body 
scan, according to news reports from 
CNN and Bloomberg Businessweek. 

When told he would need to have 
the pat-down before moving on from 
the checkpoint, Paul requested a second 
body scan and, in a CNN video, said he 
even showed officials his knee — ap-
parently the offending area during the 
scan. However, this was not sufficient for 
Transportation Security Administration 
officials, who, according to CNN, refused 
to replace the pat down with a second 
scan, citing protocol. 

In the end, Paul didn’t make it onto 
the plane, but he was eventually allowed 
to take a later flight after passing through 

a second scan without incident. 
Some may not agree with Paul’s stanc-

es on airport security. He believes second 
screenings should not only be an option 
for children, but also for adults, and he 
would like to see the creation of a “fre-
quent flier” program that would lessen 
the security burden on those traveling 
multiple times each week. Businessweek 
also reported that Paul said that some of 
the TSA’s practices (such as searching 
children) make him feel less safe.

But even those who don’t agree with 
Paul should be able to admit that it’s nice 
to see a politician standing up for what 
he says he believes in. Paul certainly de-
serves respect for that.

He could have given in and agreed 
to a pat-down for convenience’s sake; 
surely he didn’t enjoy missing his flight 
any more than the rest of us ever do. But 
instead of giving in, he stood up for the 
rights that he believes belong to travelers 
in America and the protection of their 
dignity, which he said is being lost amid 
the TSA’s security measures. 

He didn’t abandon his constituents or 
his principles even when it would have 
saved him time and a hassle. He simply 
stood his ground.

Often, it starts to feel like politicians 
are incapable of keeping a steady stance. 
We see them flip-flopping over positions 
all too frequently. 

But Paul’s actions signify that we can 
hope for more from our leaders. We can 
expect them to stand behind their state-
ments and to stand up for us in the ways 
they have pledged to. 

Politicians from all camps can take 
away a valid lesson from this scenario: 
You don’t have to put your foot down 
when it comes to pat-downs, but you 
should be able to stand firmly behind 
your words. 

Editorial

Sara Tirrito| City editor
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City mistreated officer 
whose actions should 
be considered heroic

Follow the Lariat on 
Twitter: @bulariat

Diadeloso, the day of the bear, is a 
holiday in which almost every Baylor 
student participates. It’s the college ver-
sion of a field day. Last year, there were 
games to win goldfish, activities such as 
tie-dying and a chance to break the world 
record for the largest zumba session. 

But there’s one part of Diadeloso that 
students don’t get a chance to take part 
in: the selection of who gets to perform 
at the main stage.

The Baylor Chamber of Commerce 
goes through an arduous process to se-
lect who plays, and believe it or not, it’s 
already in the course of action for this 
year.  

The chamber must plan according to 
the size of its budget. Whatever money 
is leftover from the shirts, food and vari-
ous activities is put into the budget for a 

performer. They then look at how much 
money it would cost to hire certain art-
ists and decide from there.

Given this information, it seems 
simple to make up a ballot of the differ-
ent artists they can afford, email it to the 
students and give them a week or so to 
email back with their choices. Because 
this is all electronic, there would be no 
need of manpower to count up the tallies 
of each vote. Instead, a computer pro-
gram could easy consolidate the votes in 
an easy-to-read format. Also, no money 
would be needed to pay for paper bal-
lots, nor would Chamber students have 
to give up their lunches or breaks in be-
tween classes to sit and collect the votes. 

Another way of doing a school-wide 
vote instead of through email would be 
to put a poll on the Baylor Chamber of 

Commerce website. This would bypass 
the consolidating of the votes into a com-
puter program from email and would 
present the results as soon as the voting 
is closed. The only drawback would be 
that not everyone would be aware of the 
voting unless contacted through email. 

Because of the participation in the 
voting process, more students would 
take part in the actual concert. If Baylor 
is spending money on a performer, they 
might as well have a large turnout to the 
concert. More students would then be 
drawn to the events before hand. 

This would make students feel more 
involved in Diadeloso and draw more 
people together at the concert. Rather 
than just attending Diadeloso, students 
would participate. 

Last year, Baylor featured Jack In-

gram, a country singer. Even though the 
theme was “Deep in the Heart of Dia,” 
which was a country theme, a country 
genre does not appeal to everyone. Many 
of the students that attend Baylor are 
from large cities, such as Dallas, Hous-
ton and San Antonio, and their suburbs. 
By letting people vote for who performs 
at Diadeloso, this would allow people to 
select the genre that they like best instead 
of just what fits the theme.

In 1934, Diadeloso was started as a 
way to “bring smiles to the faces of stu-
dents.” To truly accomplish this, the stu-
dents must be able to participate in every 
aspect of Diadeloso. 

Sarah Gardner is a sophomore jour-
nalism major from Arlington and is a re-
porter for the Lariat. Sarah Gardner | Reporter

If students must watch Dia act, shouldn’t they pick it?

“It’s appalling that officials 
would handle such a 

situation this way in the 
first place.”

Letters to the editor should be no more than 300 words and should include the writer’s name, hometown, major, graduation year, phone number and student identification number. 
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submissions become the property of The Baylor Lariat. The Lariat reserves the right to edit letters for grammar, length, libel and style. Letters should be emailed to 
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“[Paul] didn’t abandon 
his constituents or his 
principles even when it 

would have saved him time 
and a hassle. He simply 

stood his ground.”
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NFL: Seating problem won’t happen again

Imprisoned domestic terrorist accused of trying to kill witnesses

By Michael Marot
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — The NFL 
is trying to avoid another super 
snafu.

One year later, after hundreds 
of ticketed fans were left without 
seats at Cowboys Stadium, orga-
nizers have added only 254 tem-
porary seats to Lucas Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis for the Feb. 5 game 
between the New York Giants and 
New England Patriots.

League spokesman Brian Mc-
Carthy said officials decided in 
March the capacity for a stadium 
that normally seats about 63,000 
for football games would be ex-
panded to roughly 68,000 for the 
Super Bowl, with most of the ad-
ditional capacity coming from 
standing-room only tickets.

The league still could add some 
padded seats to camera platforms, 
standing-room only availability 
to stadium suites and perhaps ad-
ditional seats near the auxiliary 

media area, but no more tickets are 
going on sale.

“What we do is take a hard look 
every year,” McCarthy said Tues-
day. “As we get closer to the game, 
our event planners will sit in each 
of the sections and fill in other ar-
eas that would not be used for a 
regular-season game. In general, 
we are taking a very fan-first ap-
proach, which is to deliver to our 
fans the best from the NFL.”

That certainly wasn’t the expe-
rience some fans got in Arlington, 
Texas.

Just hours before kickoff of 
last year’s Green Bay-Pittsburgh 
game, league officials announced 
that about 1,250 temporary seats 
were deemed unsafe. The league 
scrambled to find new seats for 
about 850 people, forcing the rest 
to watch from standing-room only 
locations around the stadium.

Two days after the game, the 
displaced fans filed a federal law-
suit alleging breach of contract, 
fraud and deceptive sales practices.

League officials later agreed to 
give the affected fans several op-
tions. The approximately 2,800 
people who were delayed in reach-
ing their seats or relocated once 
they got inside Cowboys Stadium 
could receive a refund for the face 
value of last year’s tickets or receive 
a game-day ticket to a future Super 
Bowl.

Roughly 475 other fans who 

were left without seats for the game 
won by Green Bay had four op-
tions: Receiving a refund of three 
times the face value of the ticket 
($2,400) and a ticket to Indy’s first 
Super Bowl; a game ticket to any 
future Super Bowl with airfare and 
four nights in a hotel room covered 
by the league; a check for $5,000; 
or a check for more money if they 
could document expenses topping 
$5,000.

McCarthy said fans had un-
til Monday, after the two league 
championship games were com-
pleted, to decide. He did not yet 
have a number of how many fans 
asked for tickets to the Giants-    
Patriots game.

When the Indianapolis host 
committee sold NFL owners on the 
game, they estimated the stadium 
could be expanded to a capacity of 
70,000. 

After last year, the league took 
a more cautious approach and in 
March settled on the rough num-
ber of 68,000.

“It played a role,” McCarthy 
said.

Still to be decided is the actual 
capacity. That won’t be announced 
until late next week, which McCar-
thy said is customary.

The 254 seats were already 
in place Monday night when 
CBS filmed its annual show “The          
Super Bowl’s Greatest Commer-
cials,” hosted by Boomer Esiason 

and Jillian Michaels at Lucas Oil. 
The show will air Feb. 1 at 8 p.m.

Last year, the seats were be-
ing installed right up until the last 
moment, with carpenters ham-
mering away as fans arrived for 
the big game. But McCarthy said 
the league has taken every mea-
sure possible to guard against                 

another problem.
“Our fans expect a world-class 

experience from the NFL and we 
look to deliver that,” McCarthy 
said. “And there are things we have 
done to improve.”

One key change this year will 
be the addition of a new mobile 
phone application to receive real-

time information on everything 
from weather to the waiting times 
at stadium gates. The application 
includes a map of Lucas Oil Sta-
dium and downtown Indy as well 
as a full event schedule on game 
day and the week leading up to the 
game as well information on res-
taurants and nightlife.

Customers shop for New York Giants’ merchandise at a Modell’s in New York. The Giants beat the San Francisco 
49ers to have a chance at their fourth Superbowl championship. They will face the New England Patriots.

Associated Press

NFL seeks to 
avoid second 
mistake via 
oversight

By Michael Biesecker
Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — A North 
Carolina man sentenced to prison 
recently as part of a homegrown 
terrorist ring has been accused in 
a federal court document of plot-
ting to kill witnesses who testified 
against him at trial.

An affidavit unsealed in federal 
court Monday accuses Hysen Sher-
ifi of plotting against the witnesses 
from his jail cell. Authorities say an 
FBI informant posing as a hit man 
met with Sherifi’s brother and a fe-

male friend and accepted $5,000 
and a photo of an intended victim.

FBI agents have arrested the 
brother, Shkumbin Sherifi, and 
Nevine Aly Elshiekh, a school 
teacher. Now in federal custody at 
the New Hanover County Jail, each 
is charged with a felony count of 
use of interstate commerce facili-
ties in the commission of murder-
for-hire.

Hysen, 27, was sentenced to 45 
years in prison earlier this month 
in what prosecutors described as 
a conspiracy to attack the Ma-
rine base at Quantico, Va., and              

targets abroad. 
No charges have been filed at 

this time against Hysen Sherifi re-
lated to the new plot, according to 
a search of a federal court database.

Shkumbin Sherifi and Elshiekh 
await a scheduled first appearance 
Friday in federal court in Wilm-
ington. The two have applied for 
court appointed lawyers, who have 
not yet been assigned.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office in 
Raleigh has released no informa-
tion about those arrested.

In a 10-page affidavit filed un-
der seal Friday, FBI Special Agent 

James Langtry writes that he de-
veloped a source as a confidential 
informant inside the New Hanover 
County Jail near Wilmington, 
where Hysen Sherifi was sent after 
a jury convicted him in October.

The informant soon befriended 
Sherifi, who requested help in hir-
ing someone to kill three people 
who had testified against him at 
his trial, according to the affidavit. 
Sherifi specified that he wanted 
the witnesses beheaded and that 
he would be provided photos of 
the severed heads as confirma-
tion of the deaths, according to                   

the document.
FBI agents said in the docu-

ment that they arranged for a 
second informant to pose as a hit 
man and monitored Sherifi dur-
ing a series of jailhouse visits with 
Elshiekh.

The affidavit provides no in-
formation about the nature of the 
relationship between Hysen Sherifi 
and Elshiekh, but a woman with 
that same name was quoted in me-
dia reports from last year’s terror-
ism trial in New Bern. The names 
of the witnesses allegedly targeted 
were redacted from the affidavit.

Nevine Elshiekh is listed as 
a special education teacher on 
the website for Sterling Montes-
sori Academy, a charter school in 
Mooresville. Bill Zajic, the school’s 
executive director, did not return a 
message from the Associated Press 
on Tuesday. No one answered the 
phone at Elshiekh’s Raleigh home 
Tuesday.

The Sherifi brothers and other 
family members emigrated from 
Kosovo following the wars that 
ravaged the country. A call to the 
Sherifi family home in Raleigh on 
Tuesday was not returned.
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Across
1 Kid’s summer spot
5 Ain’t it the truth
9 Melville’s Billy
13 Craft seen at many a 
1-Across
14 Banned apple treatment
15 Current about
16 “Family Matters” nerd
17 __ dry eye in the house
18 Hindu music style
19 Outdo other guests seeking 
a party drink?
22 Hotel annex?
23 Carson’s late-night prede-
cessor
24 Thurmond who was a sena-
tor for 47 years
26 Fancy neckwear
29 Bay Area airport letters
31 Lux. locale
32 Pitcher of milk?
34 Size up
36 Order one so-so ice cream 
drink?
39 Throw in the direction of
40 __ one’s game: performing 
below par
41 Bribe
42 Slice of history
44 Hardly silk purse material, in 
an idiom
48 Building brick
50 Bearing
52 Unnamed degree
53 Activate a dispenser for a 
fruit drink?
57 Civil rights icon Parks
58 “You bet, señora!”
59 Rye fungus
60 A very long time
61 Lobe adornment
62 Slasher’s title hangout, in 
film: Abbr.
63 Schools of whales
64 Pops the question

65 H.S. junior’s exam

Down
1 Job, and then some
2 Asian capital on a peninsula
3 Champagne brand
4 Assail (with), as snowballs
5 Classic film with dancing 
hippos
6 Hawaiian hi or bye
7 Works a wedding
8 Catch
9 Too well-done
10 Where not to be paddle-
less?
11 Whence a front yard growl
12 It may be used to ID a perp
13 Like dice, shape-wise
20 Chooses
21 G.I. entertainment
25 Robinson of song

27 November honorees
28 Support group for kids of 
substance abusers
30 Scam that’s “pulled”
33 Hamburger’s article
35 Without
36 All set
37 Championed, as a cause
38 Fruit used as a vitamin C 
supplement
39 Airport safety org.
43 Prenatal tests, for short
45 Baffling problem
46 Not marked up
47 Classic role for Clark
49 Military bigwigs
51 “Everything’s fine”
54 Worker protection agcy.
55 Cherokee maker
56 www addresses
57 50 Cent’s genre

By Jamie Lim
Reporter

Flustered with beauty prob-
lems? Have no fear. There’s a web-
site specifically designed to answer 
any beauty question out there.

MTV’s “Laguna Beach” and 
“The Hills” star Lauren Conrad 
with her makeup artist Amy Na-
dine and hair stylist Kristin Ess 
have launched The Beauty Depart-
ment. 

The Beauty Department was 
designed to give people their “daily 
dose of pretty.”  It’s a combination 
of beauty education and entertain-
ment. 

“The website is a must-go-to 
for anything,” Houston sophomore 
Nico Zulli said. “Sassy and sweet, 
with a dash of spice; this site is 
anything but a common beauty de-
partment.”

The website is divided into sec-
tions which include tutorials, hair, 
makeup and inspirations. In addi-
tion, The Beauty Department also 
encourages their “beauties” to be 
active with the website and they 
are always asking them to submit 
tutorials, give feedback, ask ques-
tions and enter giveaways.

When it comes to hair, The 
Beauty Department is always giv-
ing its readers quick tips, like how 
to minimize frizz in the winter. An-
other thing included in the website 
is Fashion Friday. This section of 
the website shows the reader how 
to wear their hair with a certain 
outfit. Outfits can vary by neckline, 
shape, etc.

“I found out about it through 
Pinterest,” Beaumont sophomore 
Stephanie Parks said. “They had re-
ally easy-to-understand guides on 
how to fix your hair. I’m pretty lazy 
when it comes to fixing my hair, so 
it makes it a lot easier.” 

Whether it’s bold or natural, 
the website also shows its viewers a 
variety of makeup techniques and 
styles. 

From matte to shimmer, con-
touring brushes to double ended 
brow brushes, The Beauty Depart-
ment shows its readers the whens, 
wheres, and hows for when it 
comes to makeup. 

The website is big on beauty 
tools. Every tutorial includes 
which tools we’re used to execute 
the look. There are also different 
posts over hair and makeup tools, 
like “Brush Class,” which inform 
readers about the seven basic face 
brushes. 

Looking for a way to do mous-
tache nails or how a basic French 
manicure?  Want to know how to 
execute Conrad’s signature catty 
eye, or how to get some vintage, 
only Hollywood glam waves? 
There’s probably a tutorial for that 
on The Beauty Department. Can’t 
find the tutorial there? Then it’s 
probably on The Beauty Depart-
ment’s YouTube channel. 

Its YouTube channel is youtube.
com/beautydept and only has tuto-
rials for hair and makeup. Tutorials 
are no longer than five minutes, but 
they do include instructional text.  

“It’s clever, witty and creative, 
which makes it quite the nifty 
source for fashion lovers every-

where to get their style on,” Zulli 
said.

The website also shows its read-
ers how to take care of their skin 
and hair. 

The post “Skin Food” informs 
readers on how to take care of their 
skin during the winter season. 
“Beauty Resolutions” is another 
post that allows readers to make a 
list of things they vow to do, like to 
exfoliate the face and body at least 
once a week.     

Furthermore, The Beauty De-
partment also has unobvious beau-
ty posts, like a do-it-yourself proj-
ect on how to make an old, tarnish 
table into a new, beautiful vanity, 
or the beauty of packing only the 
necessities when it comes to trav-
eling. 

Another feature from the web-
site is polls under the “This or 
That” section. When it comes to 
sparkle, should it be serious or 
subtle? Which area do you dedicate 
the most time to? Hair, makeup, 
nails or skin care? The Beauty De-
partment strives to know what its 
readers’ thoughts are.

However, beauty is more than 
skin deep, and The Beauty Depart-
ment is fully aware of that. Many 
posts encourage their readers to 
do things that will help them feel 
beautiful inside and out. 

The Beauty Department up-
dates daily and is always willing to 
answer any beauty question. 

For any more information and 
to get a “daily dose of pretty,” visit 
the website at thebeautydepart-
ment.com/ or email them at info@
thebeautydepartment.com.

Beauty Department 
brings ideas online

The Beauty Department was launched by “Laguna Beach” star Lauren Conrad and her makeup artist Amy Nadine 
and her hair stylist Kristen Ess.

Couresy Photo

The Harlem Globetrotters are com-
ing to Baylor on Friday. The team will 
be playing at  7 p.m. at the Ferrell Cen-
ter. Tickets can be purchased online at 
harlemglobetrotters.com/tickets.

A&E Briefs:
The museum exhibit “Advancing 

Tradition: Twenty Years of Printmak-
ing Press” ongoing until March 9 at the 
Martin Museum of Art, Hooper-Schaefer 
Fine Arts Center in Waco and the event is 
free and open to the public.

Harlem Globetrotters: Advancing Tradition:
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HOUSING

(254) 710-3407

Schedule your
Classified Ad today!

Just call
(254) 710-3407.  

It’s
 Easy!

WALK TO CLASS!  1 BR and 
2 BR units available!  Cypress 
Point Apartments, Knotty Pine 
Apartments, and Driftwood 
Apartments.  Rent starting at 
$360.  Call 754-4834.

Large houses for rent: 1509 
Bagby completely remod-
eled 6BR/2BA. Also 9BR/5BA 
1305 James. 254-315-3827.

Who reads the Lariat?  
YOU DO!!!

Along with over 17,000 other 
readers. Call us for 

advertising information.   

Furnished, gated apartment 
with washer, dryer, 2 bed 
each with bath, with option to 
buy; on Baylor Avenue, very 
close to Baylor, $600 month 
254-548-6878.

By Krista Pirtle
Sports Writer

As top seeds fell all over the 
country in men’s hoops, No. 1 Bay-
lor Lady Bears’ head coach Kim 
Mulkey watched it all.

She did not feel that she could 
fully enjoy the 1 p.m. matchup of 
the Baylor men’s team against Mis-
souri because she knew she would 
be thinking about her game six 
hours later.

Thus, she was on her couch as 
first No. 3 Baylor, then No. 4 Duke, 
then No. 1 Syracuse became vic-
tims of defeat as the afternoon pro-
gressed.

Once she got in the locker 
room, she said she yelled at the 
girls.

Junior Brittney Griner grinned 
and nodded in response to her 
coach’s pregame speech.

“At home I watched the men, 
Duke and Syracuse all lose,” 
Mulkey said. “I got in that locker 
room, and I think I exploded on 
them before the game started.” 

The pregame video voices the 
Lady Bears’ frustration with the 
end of last season, an Elite Eight 
loss to rival Texas A&M who went 
on to win the championship.

This season, Baylor is taking 
care of unfinished business.

“I said that you better defend 
and you better rebound,” Mulkey 
said before the Kansas State game 
Saturday.

On the season, the Lady Bears 
have done just that.

Baylor leads the Big 12 confer-
ence in the rebounding margin, 
averaging 14.1 more than its op-
ponent.

This is helped by the offense 
crashing the boards and the de-
fense watching its man instead of 
the ball, as the shot is fired toward 
the hoop.

Defensively, the Lady Bears are 
the best in the nation at shutting 
down opponents, holding them to 
under 50 percent from the floor, 
since March 25, 2006.

This leads to transition scoring, 
where Baylor leads the conference 
in scoring defense with 51.6 points 
per game.

On the offensive side of the 
court, Baylor averages a scoring 
margin of 30.1 points per game.  

The Lady Bears are No. 3 in the 
country in scoring offense with an 
average of 82 points a game.

Keep in mind, the Lady Bears 
have the top RPI in the nation.

How does Baylor keep playing 
hard when its opponent is so far 
behind?

“You have to have a ‘you can’t 
stop me’ mentality,” Griner said.

Griner is not the only one in the 
green and gold with this mindset. 

After watching a single Baylor 
game, you will notice that the of-
fense is not clinging to post entry 
for Griner.

Every player on the court for 
Baylor is capable of creating of-

fense and scoring.
“They seemed more composed 

and they make up for mistakes ath-
letically at least today,” Kansas State 
head coach Deb Patterson said. 
“They made up for mistakes at a 
higher level than they did a year 
ago as a team. Honestly, I didn’t feel 
as though they relied on Griner as 
much. They were much more com-
fortable distributing the ball, hav-
ing some balance, and then just 
killing you for five possessions in 
a row.”

With depth and confidence, 
Baylor does not look to peak now, 
but to improve for the Final Four 
in Denver, Colo.

“Just keep winning,” Mulkey 
said. “Just keep piling up wins and 
see how much better we can get.”

No. 1 guard Kimetria Hayden goes for a basket on Saturday at the Ferrell 
Center. The Bears remained undefeated by beating Kansas State 76-41.

Meagan Downing | Lariat Photographer

Lady Bears inspired by top 
men’s teams to stay No. 1

Freshman Mate Zsiga returns the ball against Florida on Sunday at the Baylor Tennis Center. The No. 8 
Bears lost to the Gators 6-1. Zsiga ranked 20th in the country, recorded the only Baylor victory of the day 
with a 6-4, 6-2 win against Florida’s Bob van Overbeek. Zsiga also competed in doubles with senior Kiko 
Grangeiro, but lost 8-5.

Matthew McCarroll | Lariat Photographer

Lone Bear victor

Paterno memory clouded
By Teddy Greenstein
McClatchey Tribune

They will bury Joe Paterno to-
day, but the debate will rage for de-
cades. Do you judge a man by his 
body of work — or by one colossal 
mistake?

You look at the whole picture, 
in the same way that Bill Clinton is 
about more than Monica Lewinsky 
and Ted Kennedy’s legacy is not re-
duced to Chappaquiddick.

Fellow coaches and sportswrit-
ers agree, but there’s a segment that 
writes in 140-character bursts that 
sees it differently. To them I ask: 
When you’re 6 feet under, should 
you be eulogized by people whom 
you never met — or those who ac-
tually knew you?

I covered Paterno as a Big Ten 
football writer but am not swayed 
by a personal relationship. We 
didn’t have one. Mostly I’ll remem-
ber crowding around Paterno’s ta-
ble at Big Ten media days, extend-
ing my arm to hold my recorder 
within inches of his mouth. Other-
wise you couldn’t understand him.

On weekly Big Ten conference 
calls this season, someone would 
ask why Paterno had not settled 
on a starting quarterback. Often he 
would reply: “I’m sorry. I just can’t 
hear you.”

So the reporter would shout: 
“WHY HAVEN’T YOU NAMED 
MATT McGLOIN THE FULL-
TIME STARTER?”

Paterno, with that great head of 
hair, never looked like he was in his 
80s. But he acted like he was.

One time I asked Northwestern 
coach Pat Fitzgerald what he and 
Paterno talked about on the field 
before games.

“He makes fun of me,” Fitzger-
ald replied.

About what?
“Mostly for being Irish,” he said.
Paterno also once told Wiscon-

sin coach Bret Bielema how great it 
was to have met his wife. Bielema’s 
not married. Turns out Paterno 
had confused him with Minnesota 
coach Tim Brewster.

Regardless of the aging effect, 
Paterno’s response to the Jerry San-
dusky allegations was feeble.

But if we were to construct a pie 
chart of blame, Sandusky gets the 
biggest piece. Then come former 
university officials Gary Schultz, 
Graham Spanier and Tim Curley. 
Those three were Penn State ad-
ministrators, responsible for han-
dling crises. They failed Sandusky’s 
alleged victims, they failed their 
school and they failed Paterno.

He was a football coach.
“The greatest in the history 

of the game,” Ohio State’s Urban 
Meyer said during an interview 
with BTN.

Paterno won more FBS games 
and bowl games than anyone. He 
never committed a major NCAA 
violation. 

He donated at least $4 million 
to Penn State. He was fiercely loyal 
to the school. He didn’t use the 

NFL as leverage and didn’t have a 
“Les Miles clause” stipulating he 
would make $1,000 more than any 
coach in his conference if he won a 
national championship.

He coached because it was his 
life. By insisting his players go to 
class and graduate — decades be-
fore the NCAA instituted require-
ments — he helped hundreds of 
them. That’s a true benefit to soci-
ety.

Paterno, meanwhile, was so 
ignorant of technology that he 
thought what teenagers did inces-
santly was called “tech” messag-
ing. But he was forward-thinking 
enough to push for Big Ten expan-
sion and a conference title game 
while the Big Ten’s younger coach-
es initially resisted.

Some Paterno flaws were ex-
posed long before his final few 
months. He created a culture of 
secrecy, cutting off media and fans, 
as if he were a monarch who didn’t 
have to answer to anyone.

Recruiting guru Tom Lemming 
of CBS Sports Network told me he 
has visited 119 of 120 FBS schools. 
Penn State is the exception. Pa-
terno used to think it appropriate 
to hide the list of players forming 
his incoming freshman class. Why? 
Who knows?

The shame in Paterno’s pass-
ing now at age 85 is two-fold. We’ll 
never get an adequate answer as to 
why he failed to follow up on the 
concerns that Sandusky was a mo-
lester. And perhaps Paterno would 
have dedicated his remaining days 
to helping victims of sexual abuse.

Bears 
end 
brief 
skid

By Jeff Latzke
Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — After Bay-
lor followed two perfect months 
with two straight losses, coach 
Scott Drew was glad to see his star 
player back on his game.

Perry Jones III had 21 points 
and tied his season-high with 12 
rebounds, leading the sixth-ranked 
Bears to a 77-65 win over Oklaho-
ma on Tuesday night.

It was Jones’ highest scoring 
output in 11 games, helping Bay-
lor (18-2, 5-2 Big 12) bounce back 
after consecutive losses to confer-
ence leaders Kansas and Missouri, 
both also Top 10 teams.

“Welcome back, Perry Jones,” 
Drew said. “After he tweaked that 
ankle in Kansas, for a game-and-
a-half I think that affected him. He 
had two good practices and men-
tally got right and physically has 
gotten better.

“He’s back to playing how he’s 
capable of playing.”

Pierre Jackson added 16 points 
and seven assists, Quincy Acy had 
13 points and three blocks for the 
Bears, who shot 54 percent — their 
fourth time in the last five games to 
hit at least half of their shots.

They also went 9 for 18 from 
behind the arc, after coming in as 
the Big 12’s best 3-point shooting 
team at 41 percent.

Steven Pledger led Oklahoma 
(12-7, 2-5) with 17 points, and 
Romero Osby had 16 points and 11 
rebounds.

The Bears led throughout but 

needed a strong finish to put away 
the Sooners, who were within 62-
60 in the final 5 minutes.

“We got a little sloppy on de-
fense and started letting them get 
a couple easy, open looks. We got a 
couple offensive rebounds and easy 
putbacks and really tied down on 
defense and started defending and 
rebounding,” Acy said.

“That’s going to be the key for 
us to win.”

It was only the second win in 
18 tries for the Bears at the Lloyd 
Noble Center in a series that was 
heavily lopsided in the Sooners’ fa-
vor until recent years.

Oklahoma had won 30 straight 
games in the series from 1978 to 
2009 before Baylor won three in 
a row. The Sooners then won at 

home and knocked the Bears out of 
the Big 12 tournament last season 
to regain the upper hand.

Jones helped his team pull 
ahead down the stretch in this one, 
putting back Jackson’s miss after 
Oklahoma had gotten within two 
points. Jackson’s three-point play 
on the next possession made it 67-
60 with 3:28 to play.

Jones added another basket 
from the right block and then two 
free throws in the final minute.

“We’re a step away,” Pledger 
said. “I feel like we’ve just got to 
do something one more. We’ve just 
got to make that one more extra 
step, get that one extra rebound, 
box out that one time harder. We’re 
just one more step away from ev-
erything”.

Baylor forward Perry Jones III, left, shoots over Oklahoma forward Andrew 
Fitzgerald in the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Tuesday in 
Norman, Okla.

Associated Press

Sports TAke
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London Olympics catch 
heat for unclear child policy

By DANICA KIRKA
Associated Press

LONDON — Organizers of the 
2012 London Olympics said Tues-
day they would consider options 
for new mothers who want to bring 
their babies into venues, after some 
parents complained that they have 
to buy full-price tickets for their 
infants.

The London Organizing Com-
mittee made the statement after 
complaints flooded the British 
parenting website Mumsnet, with 
pregnant women who bought tick-
ets for themselves — but not for 
their unborn children — wonder-
ing what they could do with babies 
who were breast-feeding. 

They argued that a months-old 
child would not be taking up a seat 
of its own.

“Of course we understand 
that some new mums may want 
to take their babies to events they 
have tickets to, and we will look at 
what we can do when the remain-
ing tickets go on sale in April,” the 
committee said in a statement.

Organizers have said that every 
child — including newborns car-
ried in a parent’s arms — must have 
their own tickets, in part to keep 
track of the number of visitors so 
venue capacity is not exceeded. 

They said special programs 
exist to make some tickets more 

affordable to young people, but 
those discounts did not apply to all 
events.

London’s ticket policy is similar 
to that of Vancouver, which hosted 
the 2010 Winter Olympics. 

Organizers in the Canadian 
city used discretion at the gate, 
however, categorizing parents who 
brought an infant without a ticket 
as a child care issue.

In other words, parents who 
appeared with children less than 
a year old — babes in arms, so to 
speak — were not turned away.

Many of the mothers who 
posted on Mumsnet said they’re 
now in a quandary because they 
had bought Olympic tickets before 
they became pregnant, or will have 
newborns by the time of the games.

One of the mothers, Katherine 
Baker, told The Associated Press 
that she was frustrated by the lack 
of clarity in the official policy re-
garding infants. 

Baker, 35, said that she and her 
husband are keen to attend the 
swimming heats, to which they 
were allocated tickets before she 
became pregnant.

She said she now doesn’t know 
what to do because she will have 
to breast feed the baby during the 
event. 

She said she would not mind 
paying for a third ticket to let their 
newborn in — but it would be 

nearly impossible to obtain one for 
the family to all sit together.

“We’ll have to apply for one 
more ticket and compete against 
thousands of people again,” she 
said.

Another fuming woman wrote 
that while she and her husband 
were lucky enough to get tickets to 
an equestrian event in August, or-
ganizers had told her there are no 
children’s tickets so she will have to 
pay 95 pounds ($147) for a three-
month old in a sling.

The latest ticket gaffe is expect-
ed to boomerang unhappily on 
London organizers. 

Tickets issues of all kinds have 
dogged the London Olympics as 
demand for seats at events from 
July 27-Aug. 12 has far outstripped 
supply.

Edward Parkinson, United 
Kingdom director of the ticket 
resale site Viagogo, said he was 
somewhat surprised by the orga-
nizers’ policy that even newborns 
need tickets.

He compared the Olympics to 
music festivals, where parents are 
given concessions for children. 

In some cases organizers allow 
children under a certain age to get 
in for free.

Julian Assange launching TV chat show

LONDON — You’ve read his 
leaks. Now watch his show.

International secret-buster Ju-
lian Assange says he’s launching his 
very own television series. 

The guests haven’t been dis-
closed, however the 40-year-old 

Australian has promised to give 
viewers more of what he’s been 
supplying for years: Controversy.

WikiLeaks said in a statement 
late Monday that the show is in-
tended to “draw together contro-
versial voices from across the 
political spectrum — iconoclasts, 
visionaries and power insiders 
— each to offer a window on the 

world tomorrow.”
How the show will be produced 

and who will carry it remain open 
questions.

WikiLeaks referred queries 
about the series to the hitherto 
obscure Quick Roll Productions, 
whose website appears to have 
been created only about two weeks 
ago.

Bear Nutrition is a Health club located on La Salle Avenue in Waco and was  
started by a Baylor alumnus, current student and a mother.

Matthew McCarroll | Lariat Photographer

UNION from Page 1

PROF from Page 1

the rest of the proceedings.
Rouland was a professor at 

MCC during summer 2007, Phyllis 
Blackwood, MCC Director of Hu-
man Resources said.

 Frost said the police assumed 
Rouland was applying for a full-
time position at MCC when his 
backpack was placed among the 
trees. 

Rouland’s previous employ-
ment was only part-time, accord-
ing to Frost.

Lori Fogleman, director of 
media communications at Baylor, 
said Rouland was a full-time lec-
turer at Baylor from January 2005 
until spring 2009. 

On the website BU Books, Rou-
land was listed as an English and 
British literature lecturer.

Rouland is to be sentenced 
March 14, Frost said.

in a 1981 assassination attempt 
on President Ronald Reagan, is 
making his case for extended time 

away from the psychiatric hospital 
where Hinckley has been confined.

CHARGES from Page 1

Associated Press

their part by working to keep costs 
down.”

While he didn’t offer a specific 
education proposal in his speech, 
Obama said that government 
funding for institutions of higher 
learning should decrease for col-
leges and universities whose tu-
ition rates continue to climb, and 
increase for others.

Texas Rep. Bill Flores released 
a statement following the speech 
criticizing the president’s econom-
ic proposals, citing them as the rea-
son why the employment rate rests 
above 8 percent. 

“Tonight during his State of the 
Union address,” Flores said,” Presi-
dent Obama was unable to defend 
his disastrous economic record, 
and instead, attempted to sell an-
other campaign speech filled with 
more of the same empty rhetoric 
and unfulfilled promises.”

Flores went on to highlight 
measures Republicans have taken 
to address the nation’s economic 
difficulties, drawing a contrast 
between them and the president 
and defending his party colleagues 
against Obama’s claims they are 

obstructing recovery.
“House Republicans have 

continued to pass pro-jobs, pro-
growth legislation that addresses 
the real drivers of our debt and 
includes fundamental pro-growth 
tax reform,” Flores said.

On the issue of foreign policy, 
Obama drew attention to the death 
of Osama bin Laden and the re-
moval of combat troops from Iraq. 

Regarding Iran, he promised 
his administration would continue 
to utilize diplomacy and econom-
ic sanctions -- and, if necessary, 
harsher measures -- to prevent the 
Iranian regime from obtaining a 
nuclear weapon.

“Let there be no doubt: Amer-
ica is determined to prevent Iran 
from getting a nuclear weapon, 
and I will take no options off the 
table to achieve that goal,” Obama 
said. 

“But a peaceful resolution of 
this issue is still possible, and far 
better, and if Iran changes course 
and meets its obligations, it can 
rejoin the community of nations.”

Obama also addressed a subject 
that has been the subject of the Oc-

cupy Wall Street movement: what 
he referred to as “the corrosive in-
fluence of money in politics.”

“Send me a bill that bans in-
sider trading by Members of Con-
gress, and I will sign it tomorrow,” 
Obama said.

 “Let’s limit any elected official 
from owning stocks in industries 
they impact. Let’s make sure peo-
ple who bundle campaign contri-
butions for Congress can’t lobby 
Congress, and vice versa – an idea 
that has bipartisan support, at least 
outside of Washington.”

While Nichols said Obama’s 
long list of specific actions he 
would like to see Congress take 
is typical for modern State of the 
Union addresses, he said many of 
these proposals historically have 
failed to become law.

“No, I don’t think that [recent 
presidents have] been all that suc-
cessful in laying out what they 
want to see done [in the State of 
the Union],” Nichols said. 

“There are exceptions, of 
course, but the president is laying 
out a lot of things.”
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