
 
Multiple Literacies with Multiple Media; 

Providing the Tools for Success 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 

Bill Daniel Student Center, Baylor University 
 
Registration          8:00-8:30 

Barfield Drawing Room, Second Floor 
Coffee and Donuts 

Opening           8:30-8:45 
 

Margaret Thomson, TAIR Conference Coordinator 

Morning Session                   8:45-11:00 
 

Texting Today’s Teenager: A Discussion of Technology,  
Social Media, and Reading 

Mona M. Choucair, Baylor University and Jessica Webb, Media Specialist, Lorena ISD 

How do we connect the relevance of new literature with the canon?  How do we teach 
universal themes? How can we use social media as a means of engaging the young adult 
learner?  How can we use technology to empower adolescents?  

Lunch Break                   11:00-1:00 

Afternoon Session          1:00-2:00 

Teaching Multiple Literacies through Graphic Novels 
Gretchen E. Schwarz, Baylor University 

What does it mean to “read” YouTube? To comprehend a video game? To “compose” a 
website or “write” a blog?  Today’s students require traditional print literacy and more. One 
means of offering both knowledge and literacy experiences for teaching multiple 
literacies is the graphic novel. 

Conference Evaluation        3:00-3:30 
 



TAIR-A Proud Heritage  
and a Promising Future 

In November, 1946, the annual meeting of Texas State Teacher’s Association convened with some 10,000 
teachers and administrators in attendance. Of those 10,000 teachers, only 20 attended the Reading 
Sectional meeting.  In order to address the apparent indifference and apathy of Texas teachers concerning 
the pressing problems in teaching children to read, these 20 teachers banded together and elected Jewel 
Askew chairperson. They charged Ms. Askew with planning a program to attract teachers to the TSTA 
Reading Sectional meeting. 

Cognizant of the fact that teachers of reading throughout the state needed an organization which would 
provide an opportunity for them to hear outstanding people in the field of reading, Jewel Askew become 
acquainted with current research, materials, and people to share successful instructional strategies at the 
sectional meeting.   

In 1947, 100 people were identified as reading leaders by Superintendents of every school system in the 
state with 500 or more students. These people agreed to undertake leadership roles at the next conference 
by being discussion leaders, consultants, or recorders during the Reading Sectional meeting.   

On November 25, 1948, these same 100 participants met in Dallas, Texas, during the Business Sectional 
meeting to discuss the seriousness of the problem they faced in trying to improve reading programs in the 
schools across the state.  This problem was presented from the conference platform the next morning, and 
a motion was made that a reading association be organized.  The audience members who were willing to 
support such an organization through membership dues were asked to drop their names and one dollar into 
a hat.  375 people responded and became the charter members of the present Texas Association for the 
Improvement of Reading (TAIR).  

The First Annual Conference of Texas Association for the Improvement of Reading was held on the 
campus of Sul Ross State College in Alpine, Texas, in November 1949.  The goal was set to provide a 
reading conference that cost no more than $50 and was within 200 miles of every teacher in the state. 

Sul Ross University also hosted the second TAIR Conference, with the University of Houston, Texas 
Southern University and West Texas State University joining Sul Ross in offering TAIR conferences by 
1952, and Pan American University and Southern Methodist University in 1953.  By 1970, TAIR 
Conferences were offered across the state on 13 different campuses.  

TAIR conferences continue to serve Texas educators by offering the opportunity to hear speakers relate 
the latest research in reading methodology and reading assessment, authors of children’s literature speak 
on the process of writing, and Texas teachers present the effective strategies used in their classrooms.   

The initial goal of the charter membership of TAIR to hold a reading conference within reach of every 
teacher has been achieved. Because of the support of outstanding teachers and administrators and the 
dynamic leadership at both the state and local levels, TAIR will continue its mission to teach all children of 
Texas to read.  TAIR – a proud heritage, a meaningful present, a promising future. 

Information about other TAIR conferences around the state of Texas is available at http://www.tair.org 

 



Who is at TAIR this year? 
(both conferences) 

 

Axtell ISD 

Baylor University 

Bruceville-Eddy ISD 

Caldwell ISD 

Chilton ISD 

China Spring ISD 

Copperas Cove ISD 

Dawson ISD 

Dew ISD 

EOAC Waco Charter School 

ESC Region XII Service Center 

Killeen ISD 

La Vega ISD 

Lorena ISD 

Midway ISD 

Rapoport Academy Public 
School 

Robinson ISD 

Salado ISD 

Southern Methodist University 

St. Mary’s Catholic School – 
West 

St. Mary’s School – Temple 

St. Louis Catholic School 

St. Paul’s Episcopal School 

Troy ISD 

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor 

Waco ISD 

West ISD 

 


