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Dr. William V. Davis had a biographical essay published about him and his work in American Writers: A Collection  of Literary Biographies, Supplement XXI (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons / Gale: Cengage Learning, 2011), 83-96. The essay was written by H. L. Hix. The volume was edited by Jay Parini. 

Dr. William V. Davis was interviewed on National Public Radio. The interview, with Jim McKeown—which focused primarily on his recent book, Landscape and Journey—aired on KWBU on June 30 and July 2 and 3. 

Dr. William V. Davis recently gave some poetry readings: “Featured Poet” at the Walt Whitman Celebration held at the Montgomery County Library, Montgomery, Texas, May 12, 2011. He read both his own work and Whitman’s. (The “Featured Critic” at this event was C. K. Williams, who read from his recent critical study of Whitman).

Dr. William V. Davis gave a series of poetry readings in Germany and Austria in May. These included readings at: University of Mainz (Germany), May 23, 2011; University of Marburg (Germany), May 24, 2011; University of Innsbruck (Austria), May 26, 2011.

Dr. William V. Davis attended “The Hospitable Text: New Approaches to Religion and Literature” Conference, held at the Notre Dame Centre (UK) in July in London, where I gave a paper entitled “‘Testing His Faith on Emptiness: Reading R. S. Thomas’s Poems on Prayer.”  

Dr. William V. Davis’s poem, “At the Staatsoper,” has been published in Great River Review, No. 54 (Spring/Summer, 2011), 57.

****
Dr. Maurice Hunt has published Shakespeare’s Speculative Art (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011) x + 263 pp. It explores Shakespeare’s development of speculative thought--in the word’s related senses of “cognitive,” “philosophical,” “provisional,” and “hypothetical”--in ten of his plays through characters’ figurative uses of specula--mirrors. A separate chapter examines this subject in the plays of Shakespeare's influential predecessor, John Lyly. 
On April 8, 2011, Dr. Maurice Hunt presented a paper titled “Purging the Jesting Spirit in The Tempest,” at the 39th annual meeting of the Shakespeare Association of America, Bellvue, WA. 
On July 18, 2011, Dr. Maurice Hunt presented a seminar paper titled “Shakespeare’s The Tempest and Human Worth” at the 9th World Shakespeare Congress, Prague, Chech Republic. He also has written a review of Stephen Greenblatt's new book, Shakespeare’s Freedom, which will appear in Christianity and Literature.
Dr. Maurice Hunt’s article titled “Syncretistic Religion in Shakespeare’s Late Romances” has appeared in South Central Review 28.2 (Summer 2011): 57-79.

****

Dr. Joshua King delivered a paper, “Coleridge’s Late Confessions: Personification, Mediation, and Independent Agency,” at the North American Society for the Study of Romanticism’s Nineteenth Annual Conference, Park City, Utah (August 11, 2011).

Dr. Joshua King has had an article, “Broken Promises and Blind Pleasures in Wordsworth’s ‘The Idiot Boy,’” accepted for publication in The CEA Critic.  The article (30 pages) will appear in issue 73.3 (2011).
****

Dr. Robert Ray’s article titled “The Centrality of ‘Head’ in Jonson’s ‘To William Camden’” appears in volume 24, number 3 (2011) of the journal ANQ .
****

Dr. Greg Garrett’s latest book, The Other Jesus: Rejecting a Religion of Fear for the God of Love, was a lead title from Westminster John Knox in February, and a spring book club choice by Patheos. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, wrote that the book is “clear, provocative and sympathetic,” and Dr. Garrett “one of the most searching and honest of Christian writers.” Dr. Garrett’s literary essay “What I Do and Why I Do It, Or: The Writing Life and the Spiritual Life” appeared in The Spiritual Life, ed. Allan Hugh Cole (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2010). An interview between Dr. Garrett and best-selling author Brian McLaren about their latest books appeared in Patheos as “Naked Spirituality and The Other Jesus: A Conversation between Brian McLaren and Greg Garrett.” His articles “Politics, Religion and Culture: Top Picks 2010,” appeared in the religion pages of the Washington Post on January 7, and “The Oscars 2011: Seeking a Social Network” on February 23; “Christians and Guns” appeared in The Christian Progressive; “Harry Potter and the Christian Story” appeared in the British magazine Reform. He continues to write a weekly column on faith and politics, “Greg Garrett: Faithful Citizenship,” and other occasional pieces for the online magazine Patheos (patheos.com), to blog for the Huffington Post, and he blogged from January through July for Westminster John Knox Press at “Gathering Voices.” This spring his online writing has also been cross-posted at Huffington Post, Real Clear Religion, Crosswalk, Day1, Ethics Daily, and Religion and Science Today.

Dr. Garrett received several signal honors this spring. The Association of Theological Booksellers chose Dr. Garrett’s 2010 book One Fine Potion: The Literary Magic of Harry Potter (published by Baylor University Press in the United States, and by Darton, Longman, and Todd in the United Kingdom), as a “Best Theological Book” for Fall/Winter 2010. He was named Writer in Residence at the William Gladstone Library in Hawarden, Wales, and this summer completed a book on post-9/11 American religion and culture during five weeks at the Library. Gladstone’s Library is the UK’s sole prime ministerial library, and is one of the world’s primary research centers on the intersection of theology and politics. Dr. Garrett was also named to the Board of Directors of the American Friends of the Gladstone Library, with the charge of promoting the library among American writers, scholars, theologians, and clergy. 
In January and February, Dr. Garrett hosted and taught an adult education series on contemporary Christianity at St. David’s Episcopal Church, Austin. On January 9, he moderated a public Q&A at St. David’s with author Brian McLaren. On January 16 and February 13, Dr. Garrett taught classes based on his book The Other Jesus. 
On January 2, Dr. Garrett preached four services at St. David’s. January 3 through 8, he and Dr. Hulitt Gloer team–taught a Janterm class for preachers and Truett Seminary students, “Imaginative Reading for Creative Preaching,” in Kerrville, Texas; the students read and discussed Dr. Garrett’s short fiction as part of the course. February 17, he spoke on a panel at Bookpeople in Austin for the monthly meeting of the Writers League of Texas; the panel topic was writing the first draft of your book.

On March 1, BookPeople hosted the national launch party for The Other Jesus, its first Theology on Tap event; Dr. Garrett read from and signed the book and participated in a panel discussion. On March 7, he spoke on his books on U2 and Harry Potter in chapel at Trinity Episcopal School in Austin. Dr. Garrett delivered the 2011 Catholic Imagination in the Arts Lecture at Villanova University in Philadelphia on March 10; his title was “The Gospel according to U2: Rock ‘n’ Roll and Augustinian Spirituality.” On March 13, Dr. Garrett preached at St. George’s Episcopal Church, Austin, and on Wednesday nights beginning March 23, he taught a four-week class on The Other Jesus at St. George’s. March 18-19, Dr. Garrett gave lectures on religion and popular culture and on developing a theology of grief, and preached at the closing Eucharist for the Baylor Medical Humanities Program retreat at Camp Allen, TX. Dr. Garrett also co-taught a four-week series on Ancient Christian Spirituality at St. David’s, Austin March 20 and 27, and April 3 and 10. 

On April 3, Dr. Garrett preached three morning services at St. David’s. On April 18, Dr. Garrett discussed his book Stories from the Edge: Toward a Narrative Theology of Grief, with the chaplains of the Scott & White hospital system in Temple. On May 1 and 8, Dr. Garrett spoke on The Other Jesus at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, San Antonio. May 15, 22, and 29, he co-taught an adult formation series at St. David’s on resurrection spirituality.

From June 12 to July 16, Dr. Garrett was Writer in Residence at the Gladstone Library in Hawarden, Wales. July 1-3, he taught a creative writing workshop at the Library, “Adventures in Narrative: Successful Storytelling.” His novels Free Bird, Cycling, and Shame were discussed in the course. Dr. Garrett was a guest of Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury at the Old Palace at Canterbury, July 16-18. August 1-6, Dr. Garrett taught a course, “Speaking Out for Peace and Justice,” at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico; texts for the course included Dr. Garrett’s essays in Patheos.
Dr. Garrett was interviewed by or his work covered in a number of media sources this spring and summer, among them: Publisher’s Weekly, Reuters, Metro International (subway commuter newspapers worldwide), International Business Times (worldwide), Christianity Today, Men’s Health, Publishers Weekly, Independent Catholic News (UK), The New York Times, Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Orlando Sentinel, Kansas City Star, Charlotte Observer, Charleston (SC) Post and Courier, Austin American Statesman, Fort Lauderdale Sun Sentinel, Biloxi (MS) Sun Herald, Bellingham (WA) Herald, San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune, Olympia (WA) Olympian, York (SC) Enquirer Herald, Fort Mill (SC) Times, Columbia (SC) State, Modesto (CA) Bee, Beliefnet (beliefnet.com), Patheos (patheos.com), CNN-IBN (India; ibnlive.in.com), Read the Spirit (readthespirit.com, on two occasions), Film School Rejects (filmschoolrejects.com), WomensRadio (womensradio.com), BBC Radio Scotland, BBC Radio Berkshire, BBC Radio Bristol, BBC Radio Coventry and Warwickshire, BBC Radio Derby, BBC Radio Hereford and Worcestershire, BBC Radio Humberside, BBC Radio Newcastle, BBC Radio Nottingham, BBC Radio Oxford, BBC Radio York, KUT (Austin), WORD-FM (Pittsburgh).
****

The MLA Committee on Scholarly Editions (CSE) awarded the CSE seal to Stanzas in Meditation: The Corrected Edition, by Gertrude Stein, edited by Susannah Hollister and Emily Setina, to be published by Yale University Press in November 2011.

****

Dr. Beth Coggin Womack was awarded the 2011 John Gardner Prize for Best Dissertation in the School of Humanities at Rice University for her dissertation, “Secondhand Economies: Recycling, Reuse, and Exchange in the Victorian Novel.”  She was also selected for the 2011 Chair’s Best Dissertation Prize by the Rice English Department.

Dr. Beth Coggin Womack’s article, “Piercing the Public Sphere: Pompilia’s Rupture of the Public/Private Divide in Browning’s The Ring and the Book,” appeared in the Spring 2011 issue of Victorians: A Journal of Culture and Literature (formerly The Victorian Newsletter).

****

Steven Petersheim’s essay, “’Naked as a Pair of Tongs’: Mark Twain’s Philosophy of Clothes” has been accepted for publication in Papers on Language & Literature.

****

Cameron Moore’s essay “‘The shadow of this crime  . . .  is over me yet’: Nicholas Barber’s narrative discourse and the knowledge of evil in Barry Unsworth’s Morality Play” has been accepted for publication in Renascence.

Cameron Moore’s essay “‘Hewers of Wood and Drawers of Water, Right Enough’: The Rural Landscape in Bernard MacLaverty’s Cal.” has been accepted for publication in ANQ: A Quarterly Journal of Short Articles, Notes, and Reviews.

****

Baylor alum Samuel Joeckel (MA ’97) has co-authored a book, The Christian College Phenomenon: Inside America’s Fastest Growing Institutions of Higher Learning (Abilene Christian University Press).
****

Baylor alum David Lindsay (BA ’94) was elected the eighth president of Gordon College in Wenham, MA.
CONFERENCES—CALLS FOR PAPERS

Information has been received from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln concerning their 38th Interdisciplinary Symposium. The symposium welcomes submissions of proposals for papers, panels and posters focusing on the impact of the Homestead Act, the Morrill Act, the Pacific Railroad Act and the act establishing the US Department of Agriculture on the Great Plains and beyond.  Eligible topics include settlement patterns, university research, urban development, politics, art and culture and much more. Please submit your proposal or abstract of 150-200 words with a brief resume by November 1, 2011 at their website www.unl.edu/plains.  For more information, please visit their website, or see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Information has been received from Stephen F. Austin State University concerning their publication REAL. REAL is seeking submissions for The Larry D. Thomas Prize for Poetry and The William J. Stuckey Memorial Prize for Fiction. Poetry contestants must pay a $10 entry fee with every three poems submitted, and fiction contestants must pay a $10 entry fee with every story up to 4,000 words submitted. The deadline for submission is October 1, 2011. A $500.00 prize will be awarded to each winner, as well as a year’s subscription. For more information, please visit their website at http://realsfasu.edu/, or see the flier on file in CS 106.
****

Information has been received from The University of Tulsa concerning their 2011 Nimrod Literary Awards Conference for October 22, 2011. This year’s theme “What Time Is It?” centers around the idea of time and the role it plays in our writing. To register or for more information, please visit their website at www.utulsa.edu/nimrod, or see the flier on file in CS 106.
Echoes of the Aeolian Harp

The Department of English invites Baylor Faculty and administrative staff to an open house celebrating the renovation of Carroll Science Hall. The open house will be on Tuesday, October 26, from 3:00-5:00 p.m. The advisory Committee requests the cooperation of departmental faculty in providing cookies for the refreshments.
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