Abstract | The proposed experiment

phosphorus levels by constructing mesc

were the cattail (Typha spp.), an invasive

Plants in Pen-and-Ink, 1997) in The Lake Waco

considered nuisance (Stutzenbaker, 1999 ) and the

(Schoenoplectus californicus), a common (Achintya N. B

Tian C. Zhang, 2004) wetland plant. The experiment demo

cattails and bulrush do fix nitrogen and lower phosphorus leve

soil. Cattails were compared to bulrush by transplanting sixteen
plants and separating them into mesocosms and taking weekly soil
samples. Data showed bulrush soil had an average of 17.00 ppm
phosphorus and 7.88 ppm nitrogen. Cattail soil had 16.25 ppm
phosphorus and 6.50 ppm nitrogen. It can be inferred, cattail can be
helpful fixing nitrogen and taking phosphorus out of the ecology of
the Wetlands. Although this is a valid conclusion, there are certain
levels of error that must be taken into account when interpreting the
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Figure 2: (A) Amount of Phosphorous found in Soil Samples; (B) Amount of Nitrogen in Soil Samples

data. they were dried and sent to Texas A&M lak

results from each mesocosm were averaged. Discussion and Conclusion | Phosphorous concentrations were

comparatively higher in cattail soil samples than bulrush soil
samples. As Figure 2 (A) shows, soil samples taken from bulrush
mesocosms had a net concentration difference of phosphorus from
week 1 to week 4 that was half that of the soil samples taken from
cattail mesocosms. Conversely, nitrogen concentrations were
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