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		PUBLICATIONS	

Liu, Z (graduate student) and Kearney, C.M.  A tobamovirus expression vector for agroinfection of legumes and Nicotiana.  In press, Journal of Biotechnology.

Liu, Z (graduate student), Bhattacharyyaa, S.; Ning, B.; Midoro-Horiuti, T.; Czerwinski, E.W.; Goldblum, R.M.; Mort, A.; and Kearney, C.M..  In press, International Archives of Allergy and Immunology.

Geng Chen (graduate student), Garrett P. League (graduate student), and Sang-Chul Nam (2010).  Role of Spastin in apical domain control along the rhabdomere elongation in Drosophila photoreceptor.  PLoS ONE, 5(3), e9480(1-6).

Bibhash Mukhopadhyay, Sang-Chul Nam, and Kwang-Wook Choi (2010).  Kinesin-II is required for cell survival and adhrens junction positioning in Drosophila photoreceptors.  Genesis, in press.

Stephen J. Trumble, Shawn R. Noren, Leslie A. Cornick, Thomas J. Hawke, and Shane B. Kanatous (2010).  Age-related differences in skeletal muscle lipid profiles of Weddell seals:  clues to developmental changes.  Journal Exp Biology; 213, 1676-1684.
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PRESENTATIONS

Members of the Baylor University Mammalogists research group participated in annual meetings of two professional organizations this winter.  We presented two posters at the Texas Society of Mammalogists meeting, held at the Texas Tech University Center at Junction, February 26-28.  The following weekend, March 4-6, we presented three oral papers at the Texas Academy of Sciences meeting, held at Tarleton State University in Stephenville.
	Posters presented at the Texas Society of Mammalogists meeting:  (1) Sam Houston National Forest, Texas:  To Net or Not to Net?  Anica Debelica (graduate student) and Ken Wilkins.  (2) Mechanisms of Boundary Responses in Small Mammals.  Nick Green (graduate student) and Ken Wilkins.
	Oral papers presented at the Texas Academy of Sciences meeting:  (1) Towards a New Method for Quantifying Physical Clutter in Forest Edges.  Tommy Pettit (graduate student) and Ken Wilkins.  (2) Ecology of Bat Community in Piney Forests of Southeastern Texas.  Anica Debelica (graduate student) and Ken Wilkins.  (3) Responses of Small Mammals to Fire in a Tallgrass Blackland Prairie.  Ken Wilkins, Brianna Kirchner (former graduate student), David Sergeant (former undergrad honors student), and Nick Green (graduate student).

Rick Duhrkopf presented two papers at the South Central Regional Mosquito Control Conference in Beaumont held on November 17-19, 2009.  Titles were Current Trends for West Nile Virus in Texas, 2009 and A Comparison of Five Different Ovitrap Solutions.

Sang-Chul Nam (2010).  Role of Spastin in rhabdomere elongation and morphogenesis of Drosophila photoreceptor, 51st Annual Drosophila Research Conference, Genetics Society of America, Washington, DC, 2010.4.7-11.

Emily Fong, Kody Hernandez and Jacquelyn Duke presented their poster, Riparian Tree Growth Responses to River Flow Along the North Bosque River Upstream of Lake Waco, at Baylor University Scholars Week held on March 22-26.

Tracy Pinney (graduate student) and Kevin Gutzwiller.  Distance-decay in bird community similarity in relation to geographic distance, interspecific association, and legacy effects of landscape conditions.  25th Anniversary Meeting of the U.S. International Association for Landscape Ecology held April 5-9 in Athens, GA.


GRANTS

Bryan Gibbon received a $348,000 grant (The Role of Starch Fine Structure in the Suppression of the Opaque Endosperm Phenotype) from USDA-AFRI to investigate the biochemical mechanisms of opaque2 modifier genes and the suppression of soft kernel phenotypes in maize seed. 

Sang-Chul Nam (2010).  Role of Spastin in Drosophila photoreceptor morphogenesis, Knights Templar Eye Foundation.  Schaumberg, IL.  7/1/10-6/30/11.  $40,000.

Anica Debelica (graduate student) received a Folmar Research Grant ($1000) and a Research Travel Award from the Graduate School and the Department of Biology ($1000).


TRAVEL

Chris Kearney gave an invited talk at Iowa State on April 9 on the recent suite of viral vectors developed in his lab.  Baylor University applied for a patent on these vectors in February, 2010.

Tamarah Adair, Diane Hartman, Bessie Kebarra and Claudia Carvalho, along with 10 undergraduates, attended the Texas Branch American Society of Microbiologists spring meeting in New Braunfels, Texas on April 28-10.  Bessie Kebarra presented a lecture title “Long 3’-UTRs target natural mRNAs for Nonsense-Mediated mRNA decay in Saccharomyces cerevisiae.  Students presented their independent research during the poster session.  University Scholars senior Jessie Liang was awarded 4th runner-up for her poster presentation “Expression of a 165 Amino Acid Derivative of Phage K Lysin, LysK, in Nicotiana benthamiana as a Novel Treatment for MRSA.”


MISCELLANEOUS

The Biology Awards Night and Davidson Lecture was held on April 16, 2010.  Following is a list of the outstanding seniors, scholarship award winners, and other honorees.

CORNELIA M. SMITH AWARD
	
	Emily Rapstine
	



OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARDS
	Alex Anders
	David Barker
	Todd Benson

	Kathryn Benvegnu
	Alyssa Brown
	Selene Castillo

	Alex Dalke
	Austin Fluke
	Emily Fong

	Michelle Harp
	Emily Hooser
	Travis Jones

	Rebecca Martinez
	Benjamin McKinney
	Meaghan McNeill

	Carl Mentesana
	Chelsey Milhoan
	Sergio Montano

	Barron O’Neal
	Nathan Patterson
	Emily Rapstine

	Sydney Reynolds
	Rachel Sherhart
	Christina Skrovanek

	Holly Snyder
	Chase Tobin
	Bernadette Valdez



DR. & MRS. ERNEST C. BUTLER FRESHMAN BIOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP
	Therese Gavin
	Thomas J. Quehl



EUGENE CROWDER MEMORIAL TUITION SCHOLARSHIP
	
	Stephanie Simcox
	



FOLMAR UNDERGRADUATE TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS
	Melanie Bechel
	McKenzie Hodge
	Soyoung Jang

	Maria Plata
	Erika Rickord
	



DAVID W. ELDRIDGE ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
	Kari Whatley



F. RAY WILSON ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
	Kevin Farquhar
	Matt Hannan
	Ernest Hwang

	Christopher Odom
	Neha Patel
	



FOLMAR RESEARCH FUND AWARDS
	Alexeis Baqui
	Tracy Carter
	Anica Debelica

	Martin Huseman
	Colby Moore
	Kathy Young



FREDERICK R. GEHLBACH ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
	
	Victoria Prescott
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FORMER GRADUATE STUDENTS

Lisa Funkhouser (prior graduate student) (’09 Honors Thesis, Current:  Ph.D. program at Vanderbilt University):  2009 F. Ray Wilson II Award for Best Thesis (Mentor:  Sang-Chul Nam)


CONGRATULATIONS!

Tracy Pinney (graduate student) received a professional enhancement award from the National Institute of Food and Agriculture of the United States Department of Agriculture (NIFA USDA) to attend the US-IALE Meeting in Athens, GA.  Awards were given to selected students to support travel to the meeting and to foster interactions with other professionals and students.

On May 3, Marty Harvill received an Outstanding Professor Award for 2009-2010 from Baylor Athletics.

Anica Debelica was awarded the Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor for 2009.  CONGRATS!!


SUPPORT THE DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

There are many opportunities for donations in support of the Department of Biology Scholarship Funds.  Among these are the Frederick R. Gehlbach, David W. Eldridge, F. Ray Wilson and Eugene Crowder Scholarship Funds.  For more information contact Ms. Diane Attaway in the Office of University Development, One Bear Place 97026, Waco, TX 76798, or call (254) 710-8501.

Message from Dr. David Eldridge:
Over the past year I have thought about printing a t-shirt for sale and using the proceeds to donate to my Endowed Scholarship at Baylor.  Last year we awarded $4000 to four Biology students to help with their education.  The t-shirts have several different phrases that are meaningful to students that have been in my classes.

If you are interested in a t-shirt let me know and I will be happy to send you one.  The cost is $10 (be sure to specify medium, large, extra large, or 2X large when you place your order).  You may send your request to Dr. David Eldridge, Department of Biology, One Bear Place 97388, Waco, TX  76798.

Any other contributions are welcome and tax-deductible. 
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Al proceeds from the sale of this shirt will be donated to
The David W. Eldridge Endowed Scholarship Fund
which was established by the family of Dr. Robert
Larry Meek of Odessa, Texas. The scholarship fund

provides assistance to students who are majoring
in Biology. Dr. E, Baylor Students, and Pooh thank you.
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