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The Bears, fresh off an overtime 
victory over Texas A&M, take on 
the Nebraska Cornhuskers today

Going for green 
Bearathon is abandoning 
paper cups in an effort to be 
more eco-friendly this year

Alumna finds fun niche  
Baylor alumna Jen Dunlap found a job she 
loves — working as a freelance art director 
for College Humor, MTV and more
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An IRS program offers tax 
help for low-income families 
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>> Gift to remember
Wake Forest’s baseball coach 
gives a life-changing gift to 
one of his players
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>> Keep ’em coming
The Lady Bears look to 
extend their winning streak 
to 18 against Nebraska
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“By providing 
accurate coverage 
of the protests, 
arrests and violence, 
journalists have 
allowed the masses 
to understand 
what is going on in 
the largest Middle 
Eastern country. 
The media chose to 
continue following 
the story in the face 
of grave danger, and 
in doing so ensured 
that Egypt would 
gain interest in their 
cause and possible 
support from the 
citizens of the world 
and, eventually, the 
United States.” 
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Bear Briefs

Anthropology meeting
Baylor Anthropology So-
ciety will hold an interest 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. today 
in 317 Marrs McLean 
Science Building. Come 
hear members discuss the 
cultural events held in the 
past and upcoming events 
for this semester. All ma-
jors are welcome.

BU united
OneBU will meet at 5:30 
p.m. today in the Clay-
pool Room of the Bill 
Daniel Student Center.  
OneBU is a multicultural 
organization with a goal 
to unite all the people 
of Baylor’s campus and 
to learn about different 
cultures.

Snag a job
Students interested in 
science, technology, 
engineering or 
mathematics can impress 
potential employers at the 
STEM Job Fair from 1 to 
4 p.m. today in Cashion 
Academic Center.

The place to go to know 
the places to go

By Molly Packer
Reporter

A new social marketing website 
launched by a Baylor alumnus has the ca-
pability to collect dues, connect college stu-
dents, sell merchandise and give nonprofit 
organizations the opportunity to change the 
world. 

David Grubbs, CEO of Noozhoo and 
2007 Baylor graduate, is giving Baylor stu-
dent organizations exclusive access to his 
website before it spreads across the country 
at the end of the year.  

According to Noozhoo, the average so-
rority or fraternity loses $8,000 a semester 
because members do not pay their dues, 
and Greek organizations lack an easy way 
for past members to buy current merchan-
dise. 

Over the past two years, Noozhoo has 
tried to solve these problems by offering 
a trial version of the site, which has been 
used by 23 student organizations at Baylor. 
With the trial version of the site, 50 percent 
more members have paid their dues on 
time and merchandise sales have grown by  

25 percent.
Grubbs said Noozhoo is already popu-

lar among college students regardless of the 
fact that it is not fully up and running yet. 

While it would normally cost money 
for student organizations to use the tools 
Noozhoo has to offer, Grubbs is offer-
ing one year of services free to the first 25 
groups to join. Among the first to join were 
Kappa Omega Tau and the NoZe Brothers. 

“So far there has been a lot of inter-
est. We have about a thousand hits a day,” 
Grubbs said. 

“But we’re still making the website, so it’s 
not completely ready.”

With its rising popularity, the company 
has several short- and long-term goals. 

“We really want to implement nonprof-
its internationally,” said Kelsey Grubbs, 
employee of Noozhoo and David’s sister. 
So far, Noozhoo is helping “The Home of 
New Beginnings,” a Christian nonprofit that 
helps girls transition out of the sex trade in 
Bangkok to connect with students in the 
United States. 

By Will DeWitt
Reporter

Baylor Student Government 
hosted the fourth annual “Blind-
ed” event in Barfield Drawing 
Room on Tuesday in a continued 
effort to encourage discussion be-
tween students on controversial 
topics. 

The event centers on the con-
cept that when students are blind-
folded, their conversations be-
come more frank and open. 

“It’s so powerful how they will 
share their ideas and feelings and 
then all of a sudden the blindfolds 
are taken off and they stop talking 
about the issues,” said Kathryn 
Mueller, senior lecturer of soci-
ology and part-time lecturer of 
civic education and community 
service. “To get them to share for 
a few minutes is kind of like hav-
ing Camelot.”

Participants discussed topics 
that range from religious views, 
to women in the work force, to 

sexuality on campus and nearly 
every controversial subject in be-
tween. A professor or staff mem-
ber who teaches in these fields 
led each discussion to ensure that 
students remain on topic and that 
the conversation is constructive. 
The myriad of different opinions 
offered a glimpse into diversity 
and how paramount it is to un-
derstand one another.

“We can really examine the 
diversities not only in our stu-
dents’ lives but society as a whole,” 

Mueller said.
This year 90 students partici-

pated, more than twice as many 
as last year, and each participant 
learned something about how he 
or she communicates.

“It’s just interesting to hear 
other people’s views, especially 
when we’re blinded, because ev-
eryone opens up so fast,” said Chi-
cago freshman Madeline Mohr. 
“It’s something that’s effective.”

By Jade Mardirosian
Staff Writer

Christianity Today has rec-
ognized a Baylor professor with 
an award of merit for a book he 
authored, “God of Liberty: A Re-
ligious History of the American 
Revolution.”

Dr. Thomas S. Kidd, associate 
professor of history and senior fel-
low at the Institute for Studies of 

Religion at 
Baylor, said 
he felt hap-
py when he 
learned he 
received the 
award.

“It’s nice 
to get na-
tional rec-
o g n i t i o n 
like this, and 

it also is grati-
fying to know I’m reaching not just 
a purely academic audience but a 
more popular audience, too,” Kidd 
said. “That was good to know be-

By Daniel C. Houston
Reporter

Faced with the prospect of 
losing up to 13.5 percent of state 
funding, public school districts 
across Texas are bracing for what 
will likely be broad-based layoffs 
of teachers, administrators and 
staff.

A state budget proposal sub-
mitted to the Texas House of 
Representatives by the Legisla-
tive Budget Board requests cut-
ting $4.9 billion from the state’s 
Foundation School Program, the 
primary source of state funding 
for school districts, in an effort to 
balance the budget as required by 
the state constitution. This num-
ber includes almost $3.3 billion in 

expiring federal stimulus money 
from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, as well 
as a $1.3 billion, or 5 percent, de-
crease in general revenue funding.

“There’s an uneasy feeling at 
Waco ISD not knowing what to-
morrow’s going to bring,” Dale 
Caffey, public information officer 
for the Waco Independent School 
District, said. “The administration 
and the school board here are go-
ing to have to make tough deci-
sions.”

Since 55.7 percent of Waco ISD 
revenues are supplied by the state, 
Caffey said the district will likely 
have to cut employees across the 
board, although the school board 
has not yet decided what such cuts 
would look like.

“You would have more respon-
sibilities delegated to less people,” 
Caffey said. “You would have one 
person trying to do the job that 
two or three people were doing 
before. ... There might be a delay 
in the turnaround in services. ... 
You’ll have a student-to-teacher 
ratio that’s going to be raised 
from where it is now. And then 
of course they’re going to have a 
smaller support staff.”

Secondary education major 
Hannah Hays, a junior from Los 
Altos, Calif., believes state legisla-
tors should increase the amount 
of funding going to school district 
budgets, not decrease it.

Schools face brunt of budget cuts

Kidd

Rep. Jim Pitts, the chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, 
answers questions about the proposed Texas budget on Wednesday in 
Austin. The proposed state budget looks to make a staggering $5 billion 
cut to public schools to make up for a $15 billion state revenue shortfall.

David Grubbs, who graduated from Baylor in 2007, 
founded Noozhoo, a social marketing website. 

AssociAted Press

courtesy Photo

Students anonymously attend the fourth annual “Blinded” event, hosted by the office of the external vice president on Tuesday in the Barfield Drawing 
Room of the Bill Daniel Student Center. Students were blindfolded, seated and then joined by a member of the Baylor faculty who facilitated open 
discussion on race, ethics, religion, politics, gender, sexuality and socioeconomic status.

Jed deAn | LAriAt Photo editor

‘Trust’
stressed 
at faculty 
meeting

BU book
receives
award of
merit

By Sara Tirrito
Staff Writer

Dr. Elizabeth Davis, executive 
vice president and provost, vis-
ited Faculty Senate at its meeting 
Tuesday night and engaged in a 
discussion centered on the line of 
communication from the provost 
through to the deans, to the de-
partment chairs, and then to the 
faculty.

Although Dr. Ray Cannon, 
chair of Faculty Senate and math-
ematics professor, said he did not 
know of any particular recent com-
municative issues, he said commu-
nication is always a topic of con-
cern for the Faculty Senate.

“We’re always concerned be-
cause communication’s never per-
fect,” Cannon said. “People do just 
kind of worry about communica-
tion, and that’s something that can 
always be improved.”

The discussion helped to build Eyes wide shut: Blindfold facilitates talk

Alumnus gives BU early access to social site

SEE CUTS, page 6

SEE SENATE, page 6

SEE BLINDED, page 6

SEE BOOK, page 6SEE NOOZHOO, page 6
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The global media 
has turned all eyes 
upon the upheaval 
of Egypt’s govern-
ment in recent 
weeks. The protesters 

that brought the country to its knees 
are pleading for the removal of Hosni 
Mubarak, Egypt’s president for the past 
30 years. 

Playing an integral role in the dev-
lopment of what can rightly be catego-
rized as a revolution for democracy, the 
media has been captivating and garner-
ing interest from a global audience with 
its informative, accurate coverage of the 
events as they unfold. 

After the articles were filed and the 
facts were out, the editorial pages of 
news outlets around the world took up 
the protesters’ fight — arguing that such 
a widespread, intense fervor for democ-
racy warrants much change. 

 But these epic protests did not 
always garner so much support in the 
political realm. In fact, President Barack 
Obama initially shared a similar reac-
tion to the Egyptian revolts as some 
Arab leaders — silence.

The Obama administration’s silence 
can be easily construed as a move to 
back Israel’s interests and maintain an 
American ally in the Middle East. It was 
a choice that allowed political interest to 
trump democracy.

In fact, the administration released 
quiet support of the Mubarak regime 
when Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
went so far as to say: “Our assessment is 
that the Egyptian government is stable 
and is looking for ways to respond to 
the legitimate needs and interests of the 
Egyptian people.”

With the entire world watching, the 
United States chose to remain silent 
about a corrupt, oppressive regime over 
supporting a people’s cries for democ-
racy. 

However, the political rhetoric 
changed dramatically when the world’s 
media began to highlight our leaders’ 
hypocrisies for the entire world to see.

A Jan. 28 editorial by the New York 
Times clearly outlined the internal 
struggle the United States government 
was having with the Egypt situation.

“Egypt, with Mr. Mubarak in charge, 
is an American ally and a recipient of 
nearly $1.5 billion in aid annually. It is 
the biggest country in the Arab world 
and was the first to make peace with 
Israel. … All of which leaves Washing-
ton in a quandary, trying to balance 
national security concerns and its moral 
responsibility to stand with those who 
have the courage to oppose authoritar-
ian rulers.”

The editorial ended with an exhorta-
tion for Obama to cut the federal aid 
money for Egypt if Mubarak continues 
to escalate the fight against the protest-
ers.

Al Jazeera-English echoed the same 
sentiments even more vehemently in 
its opinion section. Its Feb. 1 editorial 
compared the U.S. support of the 2009 
Iranian protests to the U.S. support for 
the Egypt uprisings, and found disturb-
ing disparities in the stories.

The American government was 
much more willing to express support 
for Iranian protesters fighting for the 
same causes we have now seen Egyp-
tians rally for — liberty and democracy.

During the Iranian uprisings protest-
ers were fighting an oppressive regime 
with a corrupt voting system. Innocent 
people were arrested, beaten, intimi-
dated and killed.

Journalists were arrested and beaten 
and communications were hampered 
when President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad tried to have major social networks 
shutdown.

Obama immediately came out and 
openly condemned Ahmadinejad of 
Iran and fought to keep Twitter and 
Facebook open for Iranians. He went so 
far as to apply pressure to Twitter and 
Facebook to avoid a scheduled mainte-
nance shutdown to aid the protesters.

Fast-forward two years. Egyptian 
protesters fighting an oppressive regime 
with a corrupt voting system are ar-
rested, beaten, killed. 

Journalists are arrested and beaten 
and communications are hampered — 
as Mubarak not only shuts down Face-
book and Twitter, but nearly the entire 
Internet structure of Egypt.

This time, Obama hesitated.
In these remarkably similar situa-

tions, the Obama administration’s reac-
tions were remarkably dissimilar. What 
other correlation can be made than that 
the administration has some hesitation 
in angering current allies? If we are a 
country that has backed other revolu-
tions fighting for democracy, then we 
must stay true to that resolve or else we 

mar our reputation and engage in severe 
hypocrisy.

In another editorial, The New York 
Times shed light on the Egyptian pro-
testers, giving voice to the concerns that 
Obama was acting too slowly in cutting 
his ties with Mubarak. The Times 
argued that while a cautious attitude 
is commendable, this was the time for 
America to stand strong for democracy.

Across a broad spectrum of outlets, 
from Twitter to blogs, people assailed 
America as a hypocrite — talking the 
talk of democracy but not walking the 
walk. 

After days of assault from the world 
media, professional news outlets and 
blogs alike, the Obama administration 
finally decided to take a stand.

On Feb. 1 Obama asked Mubarak 
not to run for reelection. Mubarak 
decided not to seek re-election, but 
protesters still weren’t happy. Editorials 
after Obama’s initial request to Mubarak 
demanded a stronger response from the 
country’s figurehead.

On Feb. 3, Obama answered with 
a more forceful request: Step back, 
Mubarak, and allow Vice President 
Omar Suleiman to lead the government 
reform in Egypt.

And most recently, when Sulei-
man expressed that Egypt wasn’t ready 
for a democracy, the White House 
announced that Suleiman’s views were 
“unacceptable.” 

The administration has pushed for 
amendments to the Egyptian Constitu-
tion, legalization of political parties and 
more free government opponents and 
members of the media from prisons.

The determined Egyptian protesters 
should be admired for their courage in 
the face of arrests, physical abuse and 
even death. They should be admired for 
starting the protests and continuing to 
see them through.

But the world’s media, in publishing 
news articles and editorials about the 
event, should also be lauded. This will 
stand as a testament to the power of the 
editorial page, a time when the national 
consensus was forcefully presented to 
America’s president. 

A time when newspaper editorial 
boards refused to allow what America 
stands for to be ignored.

The leaders of modern journalism — 
a craft famously quoted as mightier than 
the sword — helped the people of Egypt 
and they saved face for America.

Members of the media have been 
victims of intimidation and physical 
abuse, ranging from beatings to destruc-
tion and theft of equipment. Reporters 
from the United Kingdom’s Guardian 
to Qatar’s Al Jazeera have been arrested 
and physically attacked by Mubarak’s 
police. Yet they still keep writing and 
photographing.

By providing accurate coverage 
of the protests, arrests and violence, 
journalists have allowed the masses to 
understand what is going on in the larg-
est Middle Eastern country.

The media chose to continue follow-
ing the story in the face of grave danger, 
and in doing so ensured that Egypt 
would gain interest in their cause and 
possible support from the citizens of the 
world and, eventually, the United States. 

Opinion 
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How the newspeople 
of our time went to 
Egypt, researched the 
situation, informed 
the world and then 
fought for democracy 

The leaders of 
modern journalism 
— a craft  
famously quoted as 
mightier than the 
sword — helped 
the people of Egypt 
and they saved face 
for America.

>> Bloggers and lawyers told CPJ that 
authorities detained Abdel Karim Sulei-
man—known online as Karim Amer — at 
some point in the early morning hours in 
Cairo Monday. Amer completed a four-year 
prison sentence on charges of insulting 
Islam and President Hosni Mubarak in late 
2010.

 

 >> Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
reporters Robert Tait and Abdelilah Nuaimi, 
both British citizens, were released on Sun-
day and left Egypt, according to a statement 
released by the U.S. government-funded 
radio station. The journalists were detained 
on February 4. Tait was reported as saying 
that “whatever official statements you might 
hear about the situation of detained journal-
ists, we were not treated well.”

 

>> Liam Stack, who has 
been stringing for the New 
York Times, was also briefly 
detained on Sunday and tweet-
ed that authorities confiscated 
his camera.

>> On Friday, Amira 
Ahmed, business editor at The 
Daily News Egypt, was at-
tacked by a pro-Mubarak mob, 
according to news reports. “It 
was terrifying,” Ahmed told 
the Guardian. “They were 
chanting: ‘We’ve found the 
foreigners, don’t let them go,’ 
and calling us traitors and 
spies. When I pointed out to 
them that I was Egyptian, they 
responded: ‘Your Egypt isn’t 
the same as ours.’

>> Journalists Souad 
Mekhennet and Nicholas 
Kulish, who were detained 
on Thursday and released 24 
hours later, wrote in the New 
York Times about intimidation 
and mistreatment by the plain-
clothes officers who held them. 
“We felt powerless — uncertain 
about where and how long we 
would be held. But the worst 
part had nothing to do with our 
treatment. It was seeing — and 
in particular hearing through 
the walls of this dreadful facility 
— the abuse of Egyptians at 
the hands of their own govern-
ment.

Source: Committee to Protect Journalists

Journalists and Egyptian government clashes
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Bearathon eliminates cups for green race
By Leigh Ann Henry

Reporter

Running tends to be thought of 
as a “green sport” as there are no 
obvious detriments to the environ-
ment.

But marathons are different. 
In a marathon, thousands of pa-
per cups are thrown into the street 
throughout the race, leaving be-
hind a wake of litter. 

In an attempt to combat such 
waste, on March 19 Baylor Student 
Foundation will host the ninth an-
nual Bearathon and for the first 
time it will be cup-free.

Bearathon is a 13.1 mile half-
marathon spanning between Bay-
lor, Cameron Park and downtown 
Waco and has been labeled “the 
toughest half-marathon in Texas.”

Almost 1,400 participants 
signed up for the 2010 Bearathon, 
which was canceled due to inclem-
ent weather. 

A cup-free Bearathon will save 
more than 28,000 paper cups from 
littering Waco streets and landfills.

HydraPour is a hydration sys-

tem allowing for a cup-free race 
and was introduced in 2009 at the 
Road Race Management Confer-
ence in Florida.

The system requires runners 
to carry their own method of hy-
dration (the new HydraPouch is 
suggested). As runners navigate 
the course, designated fill sta-
tions equipped with a HydraPour 
dispenser allow runners to press 
their container against it and fill 
their cup quickly without slowing 
down.

“Bearathon being cup-free is 
such an awesome thing. It has a 
positive impact on the environ-
ment and a positive impact on 
Baylor students since the money 
earned goes toward scholarships,” 
Michael Horne, co-race director 
for Bearathon, said.

Race organizers had planned to 
implement the Hydrapour system 
in 2010, but the canceling of the 
race meant the eco-friendly solu-
tion could not be tested.

The cup-free racing technique 
was first applied in July 2009 at the 
Liberty Run in Colorado.

Lizzy Davis, director of Stu-
dent Foundation, said the goal is 
not only to keep streets clean and 

avoid filling landfills, but also to 
help teach runners better habits 
they can use in other races. 

A lot of the largest marathons 
in the country, such as the New 
York City or Boston Marathon, 
have begun using the HydraPour 
system, but having almost 50,000 
runners makes the application of 
an entirely cup-free race a distant 
dream.

The inventors of the system say 
they hope runners who learn these 
habits and begin using the system 
are more apt to apply eco-friendly 
methods at other marathons. 

In addition to the hydration 
method, Student Foundation will 
also be collecting used running 
shoes for donation to charities, 
such as One World Running and 
Nike’s Reuse-A-Shoe program.

One World Running is an or-
ganization that donates the shoes 
to those in need both within the 
country and around the world. 

Davis said by the time a run-
ner finishes a marathon, typically 
running shoes have reached their 
maximum mileage, rendering the 
shoes useless for another marathon 
but optimum for charitable dona-
tions.

If the shoes are no longer us-
able, they are sent to the Nike re-
cycling center and submitted to the 
Reuse-A-Shoe program. The shoes 
are then destroyed and salvaged to 
be used in courts, tracks, fields and 
playgrounds.

Race directors are encouraging 
runners to bring an extra pair of 
shoes and donate the used pair to 
these organizations. 

These donations have been en-
couraged in the past and last year 
more than 50 pairs of shoes were 
donated. 

To further encourage sustain-
ability, local farmers will provide 
locally grown fruits and vegetables 
at the race for participants.

The event is the largest fun-
draiser that Student Foundation 
shoulders each year. The proceeds 
from Bearathon are funneled back 
to Baylor in the form of scholar-
ships. Although the race was can-
celed last year, race registration 
fees were not refunded. Proceeds 
totaled nearly $20,000 in scholar-
ships, which aids about 100 stu-
dents.

IRS program offers tax help for low-income families
By Ariadne Aberin

Staff Writer

For the second year running, 
the Internal Revenue Service is 
sponsoring a program called Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance, or 
VITA for short.  

VITA is a free tax service of-
fered to low-income families, spe-
cifically those who make $48,000 
or less annually.  

Volunteers for VITA help pre-
pare the families’ income tax re-
turns.  The program operates on 
a first-come, first-served basis and 
those who plan on receiving help 
from VITA must have all their tax 
forms, personal identification and 
Social Security card available. 

VITA is not the only financial 
program available to Waco resi-
dents. Heart of Texas Goodwill is 

working with banks around Cen-
tral Texas to provide services for 
setting up savings and checking 
accounts, according to the Central 
Texas VITA Coalition.

“VITA is in collaboration with 
the IRS,” Shannon Kendrick, the 
public relations specialist who 
heads the tax assistance program, 
said.   “VITA is part of a coalition 
with United Way of Temple, Heart 
of Texas Goodwill and Belton 
Housing Authority.”  

Kendrick said VITA operates 
five sites in the Central Texas Area. 
The sites include Belton Hous-
ing Authority, Goodwill Learn-
ing Center in Waco, Killeen, and 
Temple and Rose Hall in Temple.  
An additional VITA site has been 
added as well — AJ Moore Acad-
emy Magnet School.  

Kendrick said the recruitment 

process for volunteers consists of 
placing announcements on volun-
teer websites and word of mouth. 
She also said anybody  willing to 

work with VITA is eligible to vol-
unteer.  

“It’s something you can learn,” 
Kendrick said.  “A lot of people 
from Extraco Banks are actually 
volunteering at our sites.”  

Kendrick said anyone want-

ing to volunteer would have to go 
through IRS training and pass all 
the tests required to be a tax pre-
parer.  

“[The training] is pretty 
lengthy, and it’s a lot of material 
that’s on the IRS website,” Kendrick 
said.  “All the information and the 
packets with the practice problems 
and practice tests — we have all of 
those here at Goodwill that we can 

give people so they can go through 
the training in their spare time on-
line. We can give them the test and 
then they can volunteer.”

According to the VITA web-
site, in 2010, the coalition pro-
cessed 504 tax returns, resulting 
in $600,000 returned to the com-
munity. 

“We’re doing that for free, and 
we’re not charging people to do 
their tax returns,” Kendrick said.  

The Central Texas VITA Co-
alition, says it has brought almost 
$700,000 back into the economy to 
date through federal refunds.  

“This is a great opportunity 
for lower-income families,” Daniel 
Nisley, Heart of Texas Goodwill 
CEO, said in a Central Texas VITA 
Coalition press release. “The VITA 
program utilizes local volunteers 
who are giving up their time to 

help out the community.”  
Kendrick said the program 

helps people go to work and also 
helps make sure they have finan-
cial literacy.   

“One thing to help them is to 
do their taxes and to get them to 
stay away from the places that do 
the refund anticipation loans,” 
Kendrick said.  “This is a free ser-
vice that we’re offering to the pub-
lic so that people don’t get ripped 
off when they’re getting their taxes 
done.”

Kendrick said VITA not only 
operates in Central Texas; it has 
sites all over the United States.  
VITA will be offering free income 
tax preparation services through-
out tax season.  

For more information, visit the 
Central Texas Coalition website at 
www.CenTexVITA.org.

Students competing in the 2009 Bearathon celebrate as they cross the fin-
ish line. The 2011 Bearathon will take place on March 19.

File Photo

“This is a great opportunity for lower- 
income families. The VITA program 

utilizes local volunteers who are giving up 
their time to help out the community.” 

 
Daniel Nisley | Heart of Texas Goodwill CEO



By Liz Hitchcock
Reporter

A lot of graduates finish school 
and try to keep their professional 
options open, in hopes of finding 
a job that they love. Baylor alumna 
Jen Dunlap found quite a few jobs 
she loves.

Along with being a visual art-
ist, Dunlap has perfected versatil-
ity in her career. She incorporates 
performance art into gallery spaces 
and painting shows. 

Dunlap lives in New York City 
and is a freelance art director for 
such organizations as College Hu-
mor, Nintendo, MTV, and CNBC. 
She helps organizations by putting 
on live performance shows, creat-
ing set designs and doing other 
various tasks that are required for 
video and film sets.     

Shortly after graduating in 
2004 with a degree in University 
Scholars, Dunlap decided to make 
the move to New York City, where 

she first interned for a company 
called thehappycorp global as the 
communications director, during 
which she networked with artists, 
performers and business-people in 
the New York area. 

“I came up with a lot of creative 
events for them. … The biggest 
contribution I think I made there 
was with a networking party group 
called Liv Hard. I would come up 
with party ideas,” Dunlap said.

Dunlap also said that the pres-
sure of this job cultivated her cre-
ativity.

“This was before people used 
their cell phones much and the 
idea of a flash mob was fairly new,” 
Dunlap said. “You would sign up to 
be on a mailing list and we would 
send out e-mails and text messages 
saying where the party would be 
that night. The parties would be 
ways to introduce yourself to other 
creative people.”

This creativity helped her tran-
sition into video production and 

set designing. 
During this time she also co-

founded a company called Monster 
Hoodies, which would later release 
its clothing designs to a popular T-
shirt website, BustedTees.com.

Dunlap’s art directing career 
in New York began when some 
of her friends asked her to design 
costumes for their band Apes and 
Androids’ concert. 

While doing this, she became 
close friends with Celia Rowlson-
Hall, a New York-based chore-
ographer, with whom she would 
later collaborate for many perfor-
mances. 

“I would say yes, she is a visual 
artist,” Rowlson-Hall said. “But I 
would say her strength is humor.”

One large scale performance 
Dunlap and Rowlson-Hall created 
together – “Wanna Come to My 
Place?” – where they used an entire 
gallery to form a series of rooms. 
Each room was painted and de-
signed by Dunlap in vibrant colors, 

and Rowlson-Hall choreographed 
performers in matching costumes 
who were located in each room to 
act out different scenes.

“A lot of [our performances] 
just have to do with having fun and 
also color and movement,” Rowl-
son said.

The job that pushed Dunlap 
most into performing art was 
working as an art director and a 
producer at CollegeHumor.com  
where she designed sets for and 
directed many videos that can be 
found online.

“They’re probably my biggest 
client, in the sense that I get the 
most work from them. … They 
have everything down to a science,” 
Dunlap said. “They get a script, we 
talk about it, and then we make it. 
Everyone there is just really fun to 
work with.”

Dunlap recalled that when she 
began working for College Humor, 
there were only three people in the 
art department. The company has 
since grown and there are current-
ly more than 20 people working in 
the department. 

“[Working at CollegeHumor] 
helped me learn every aspect of the 
business of art directing and even 
production on a small scale level,” 
Dunlap said.

Dunlap resides in an apartment 
that doubles as a studio and still 
spends time painting, but is also 
working as a freelance prop assis-
tant. She frequently scours the city 
looking for various items needed 
for props in Broadway plays and 
musicals.

“My previous studio mate 
makes props for Broadway,” Dun-
lap said. “That’s been this other 
course of work I’ve had in New 
York is doing prop assisting and 
shopping for Broadway shows.”

While at Baylor, Dunlap stud-
ied painting under resident artist, 
Karl Umlauf.

“She was one of the most out-
standing assistants I’ve ever had,” 
Umlauf said. “She did more than 
just busy work and clean up studio. 
… It was quite a responsibility.” 

“She saw how I had to work and 
how I had to produce… She even 
helped me produce a book, called 
‘The Journey,’” Umlauf said of the 

two years that Dunlap worked as 
his assistant.

Umlauf said he could see Dun-
lap’s work progress from the time 
she graduated Baylor to the time 
Umlauf took some senior art ma-
jors to visit her art studio in New 
York.

“[Her work was] moving to 
another set of color, more intense 
colors. She changed the ways the 
forms were working,” Umlauf said. 
“They were larger and not so calcu-
lating. They were more aggressive 
and experimental. I thought that 
she was really branching out and 
moving farther ahead.”

Although she never took any 
theater classes at Baylor, Dunlap 
integrated performance art into 
the shows that displayed her paint-
ings. 

For her thesis painting show, 
Dunlap organized a performance 
where she and other girls present-
ed a live dance show at the former 

Art Annex on Fifth St., titled “Art 
is for Eating.”      

The performers dressed in ec-
centric costumes with colors that 
matched those of Dunlap’s paint-
ings. Sculptures made from cake 
were hung from the ceiling, also 
resembling the paintings on the 
walls. After a short performance 
of synchronized dance, the viewers 
were invited to participate in the 
show by eating the cake sculptures.

With her studio as her home, 
Dunlap plans to make more visual 
art and intertwine other forms of 
art into her paintings.

“I think my goal for the next 
few years is to focus on fine arts 
and get more into painting and 
incorporate performance arts into 
that,” Dunlap said. 

Happily living in New York, 
Dunlap continues to find odd jobs 
and creative work to support her-
self and satiate her need to perform 
and create. 
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Across
1 Unconscious state
5 Big Apple line
8 Buster who played Flash 
Gordon
14 Rat-__
15 Texter’s “I think ...”
16 Cosmetics giant founded 
in 1932
17 Side-to-side skid
19 Top-priority
20 Cosmetics giant Lauder
21 Doodad
23 In the past
24 Have no place to go but up
27 Old man’s domain, in a 
Hemingway work
29 “¿Cómo __ usted?”
30 With perfection
31 Bite like a rat
34 Get all A’s
38 From the past
39 Pistol handle, and what 17-, 
24-, 50- and 62-Across each 
have
41 Gentle-lamb connector
42 Wallpaper goo
44 To be, in Bordeaux
45 FBI guy
46 Mtn. stats
48 Virgil epic
50 Bus driver’s request
55 Point, as a pistol
56 Disinfectant brand
57 Port near Kobe
60 Ex-Soviet leader Brezhnev
62 Idler at the shore
64 Nonsupporter’s political sign 
words
65 U.N. Day mo.
66 Wild West’s Wyatt
67 Monopod feature
68 Mo. town
69 Some NCOs
Down
1 Hard Rock __
2 Bluesman Redding

3 Newspapers’ staff lists
4 Nonbeliever
5 Athletes for Hope co-founder 
Hamm
6 Chum in Chihuahua
7 What drives a baby buggy?
8 Cookie jar morsels
9 Transplanted successfully
10 Batting no.
11 Lamb’s greeting
12 Salsa drum
13 Bug sci.
18 Head, to Henri
22 Cookout holder
25 Maker of Mama’s Special 
Garden Sauce
26 Invoice add-on
27 Sports car option
28 Chihuahua greeting
32 Big bomb blasts
33 Courtroom VIP

35 Photographer’s tote
36 Morales of “NYPD Blue”
37 Arrive, in a way
39 Spare tire site?
40 About to arrive
43 Light hit
45 Grinds, as teeth
47 Chihuahua, e.g.
49 Fair-hiring org.
50 Round of gunfire
51 Attach, as to a hitching post
52 Ham it up
53 Vagabonds
54 Supporter’s political sign 
word
58 Super Bowl XXXIV MVP 
Warner
59 Gig gear
61 “__ Blu Dipinto Di Blu”: 1958 
hit
63 Eur.-North America divider
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One performance in Jen Dunlap’s “Wanna Come to My Place?” appears 
to portray the standing performers laying down.

Courtesy: Jen Dunlap

Art runs deep: Crafty alumna is ‘Jen’ of all trades

Baylor alumna Jen Dunlap blends performance and still art in her New York City show “Wanna Come to My 
Place?”

Courtesy: Jen  Dunlap



By Ron Green Jr.
McClatchy Newspapers

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — When 
a coach says he would do anything 
for his players, it sounds like a cli-
che.

Then there is Wake Forest 
baseball coach Tom Walter.

Monday, Walter donated one 
of his healthy kidneys to Kevin 
Jordan, a Wake Forest freshman 
outfielder talented enough to be 
drafted in the 19th round by the 
New York Yankees last year but 
sick enough to wonder if he’d ever 
play again.

Surviving became Jordan’s 
challenge.

Walter and Jordan are recuper-
ating together at Emory University 
in Atlanta, each with one healthy 
kidney and baseball in their fu-
tures.

“I wanted to help this young 
man,” Walter, 42, said on a confer-
ence call last week.

“When we recruit our guys, we 
talk about family and making sac-
rifices for one another. It’s some-
thing we take very seriously.”

When no one in Jordan’s fam-
ily could give him what he needed, 
the baseball coach — for whom 
he’s never played a game — did.

“It’s something you can’t imag-
ine,” said Keith Jordan, Kevin’s 
father. “Somebody mentioned di-
vine intervention when you look 
at how we got to Wake Forest ... it’s 
just one of those things you can’t 
express in words.”

Hired by Wake Forest on June 
16, 2009, Walter and his staff had 
their first contact with Jordan 15 
days later. A switch-hitting out-
fielder at Northside High in Co-
lumbus, Ga., Jordan was a hot 
prospect by the time he signed 
with the Deacons on Nov. 11, 
2009.

Two months later, Jordan was 
diagnosed with the flu. Three 
months later, Jordan was 30 
pounds lighter and struggling on 
the baseball field.

A visit to Emory University re-
vealed Jordan was suffering from 
ANCA vasculitis, a condition 
caused by abnormal autoantibod-
ies that attack cells and tissues. In 
Jordan’s case, it led to kidney fail-
ure.

With his kidneys functioning 
at 20 percent of their ability, Jor-
dan was put on medication — 35 
pills a day.

By summer, he was on dialysis 
three times a week.

Last August, Jordan decided to 
enroll at Wake Forest despite his 
illness, becoming a sick teenager 
away from home.

“Kevin showing up on our 
campus was a courageous act on 
his part. Far more courageous 
than anything I’m doing,” Walter 
said. “For him being a freshman, 
not knowing anyone on campus, 
having to be in his room on dialy-
sis, took an incredible courage.”

Two days before fall classes 
began, Jordan, Walter and team 
trainer Jeff Strahm met with Dr. 
Barry Freedman, a nephrologist 
at Wake Forest University Baptist 
Medical Center. Freedman told 
Jordan his kidney function was 

down to eight percent and ex-
plained a transplant was necessary.

While Jordan waited for a do-
nor, attending practices but not 
participating, he attended classes, 
all of which he would pass.

“If you didn’t know he was sick, 
you’d never know he was,” team-
mate James Harris said. “He never 
seemed down.”

When testing Jordan’s family 
failed to find a compatible kidney 
donor, Walter volunteered to be 
tested. He passed the first stage in 
December, a second in early Janu-
ary. More tests followed to confirm 
the match.

“Most of the anxiety came be-
cause it was a waiting game,” Wal-
ter said. “I had made up my mind 
it was something I wanted to do. 
My biggest fear was I wouldn’t be 
able to do it. I would be disap-
pointed.”

On Jan. 28, the Deacons were 
30 minutes into their first prac-
tice of the spring when Walter, 
who doesn’t typically carry his cell 
phone to practice, got the call.

He was a match.
Eight days ago, Walter told 

Wake Forest athletics director Ron 
Wellman he wanted to donate his 
kidney to Jordan.

Wellman immediately offered 
his support.

Walter, the father of children 
ages 8 and 11, had already talked 
with his wife, Kirsten, and other 
family members about his deci-
sion.

“They were certainly stunned, I 
guess. It was out of left field,” Wal-
ter said. “Once they got past the 
initial shock, there was nothing 
but support.”

On the day he told Wellman, 
Walter called his baseball team 
together and told them what was 
happening. For a moment, the 
players sat quietly. Then they 

broke into applause.
“It was like, is this really hap-

pening?” Harris said.
If everything goes according to 

plan, Walter will be with his team 
Feb. 18 when the Deacons open 
the season at LSU.

Barring complications, Wal-
ter is a few weeks from doing the 
things he enjoys — running, play-
ing with his kids, playing golf, and 

coaching third base. He knows 
living with one kidney has risks, 
but chooses not to dwell on them. 
“You can’t plan for that,” he said. 
“It’s like telling yourself you can’t 
leave the house because you might 
get hit by a car.”

Walter also understood what 
Jordan faced if he didn’t find a 
matching donor.

“I think it’s everybody’s first 

goal that Kevin have a normal life. 
Forget baseball for now. If he gets 
back on the field, that’s another 
story,” Walter said.

It’s possible that Jordan can 
swing a bat again in April. The 
plan is for him to be in summer 
school.

“It transcends baseball,” Harris, 
his teammate, said. “It’s an inspira-
tion.”

By Chris Derrett
Sports Editor

Fresh off what could be a sea-
son-turning win at Texas A&M 
Saturday, Baylor returns to the 
Ferrell Center for a 7 p.m. match-
up today with Nebraska.

The Bears (15-7, 5-4) took sole 
possession of third place in the 
Big 12 by beating the Aggies, with 
three teams tied at 4-4 and anoth-
er three at 4-5.

“In Big 12 play, every loss is 
hard to take, and [with] every win, 
you get very excited,” head coach 
Scott Drew said. “The mature 
teams move on after each game 
and get ready for the next game.”

The game will be Nebraska’s 
last against Baylor as a member of 
the Big 12. With a win, the Bears 
would tie the series at nine games 
apiece in the Big 12 era.

The Cornhuskers (15-7, 3-5) 
enter tonight after dropping an 
86-66 contest to Kansas at home 
and a 69-53 contest to Kansas 
State in Manhattan. Their two 
other conference losses, however, 
were a close 63-60 loss at Kansas 
and a 77-69 fall to Missouri.

To avoid being upset, Baylor 
will have to handle a Nebraska de-
fensive that flourishes on slowing 
the game and keeping opponents 
away from the rim.

“They really pack it in the paint 
and make it hard to get easy buck-
ets,” Drew said. “They double team 
the post and are very aggressive 
on ball screens. The congestion 
they cause with their help-side de-
fense make it different than most 
teams.”

League opponents have man-
aged just 68 points per game 
against the Cornhuskers, ranking 
them third in the conference. In-
cluding all regular season games, 
that number drops to 58.4, good 
for first among Big 12 teams.

Once a guard-oriented team, 
Drew said Nebraska’s big men 
have played an increasingly large 
role offensively. Jorge Brian Diaz, 
a 6-foot-11 center, leads all Corn-
husker posts with 9.5 points per 
Big 12 game.

The Bears’ answer inside will 
be Perry Jones III, a 6-foot-11 
freshman who caught attention 
from NBA scouts early in the sea-

son and has built his NBA resume 
ever since. Jones III dropped a ca-
reer-high 27 points in College Sta-
tion, bodying up defenders in the 
paint and using his smooth stroke 
to nail key midrange jumpers.

As Jones III’s offensive capa-
bility has shone at a rate of 18.9 
points per Big 12 game, he has 
forced himself to demand the ball 
as much as possible. At the same 
time, his teammates demand such 
an aggressive attitude.

“It’s a freshman thing,” junior 
Anthony Jones said. “I guess he 
wanted to wait his turn. But we 
told him, ‘Your turn is now. De-
mand the ball; we have no prob-
lem giving it to you. We know how 
good you are.’”

For Jones III, the process in-
volves separating his off-the-court 
persona from his gametime deci-
sions.

“I’m so quiet, and I some-
what disappear sometimes on the 
court,” Jones III said. “Being ac-
tive throughout the whole game is 
helping me.”

On the perimeter, the game 
could be decided on how well or 
poorly each team holds onto the 
ball. Sophomore A.J. Walton will 
face the best ball-handling point 
guard he has seen this conference 
season in senior Lance Jeter. Jeter’s 
3.07 assist-to-turnover ratio (46-

15) is the second highest among 
all Big 12 players who average at 
least three assists per game. Jeter 
also leads his team in conference 
scoring at 12.1 points per game.

In its last two games, turnover 
struggles have plagued the Bears 
in spurts. At Oklahoma, 12 sec-
ond- half turnovers led to a seven-
point lead evaporating in a 73-66 
loss. In Reed Arena, the Bears 
committed six turnovers in the 
last four minutes of the first half to 
squander a 14-point lead.

“[Drew] goes around to each 
player and tells him what he thinks 
he can do to cut down at least one 
turnover,” Walton said. “We’ve just 
go to stay mentally focused. No 
mental mistakes.”

Another advantage the Corn-
huskers hold is depth. Nine play-
ers average at least 11 minutes, 
compared to six for the Bears.

With third and ninth place in 
the Big 12 separated by one game, 
every game will be crucial for 
each squad’s NCAA tournament 
resume. At the end of the season, 
Drew said, there could be six or 
more Big 12 squads that earn tick-
ets to the Big Dance.

“The body of work of this 
conference speaks for itself,” 
Drew said. “We think it warrants 
six, seven, eight, however many 
teams.”
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Basketball faces Cornhuskers at home, away

No. 24 senior LaceDarius Dunn drives the ball toward the basket in a Jan. 29 
70-66 win over Colorado. The Bears face Nebraska at 7 p.m. today in Waco.

Nick BerrymaN | Lariat photographer

Men fight to 
stay near top 
of standings

No. 42 sophomore Brittney Griner blocks a shot during Baylor’s last matchup with Nebraska on Jan. 17, 2010. 
Griner scored 18 points in the Lady Bears’ 65-54 loss. They travel to Lincoln, Neb., for a 7:05 p.m. game today.

Sarah gromaN | Lariat fiLe photo

Lady Bears take perfect record to Lincoln
By Krista Pirtle
Sports Writer

The Lady Bears look to ex-
tend their nation-leading winning 
streak of 18 games as they take on 
the defending Big 12 champions, 
Nebraska, at 7:05 p.m. today in 
Lincoln, Neb. 

The Cornhuskers are 2-6 in 
conference play, ranking them 
10th.

“They lost a lot,” Baylor head 
coach Kim Mulkey said.  “They’ve 
got a kid that’s hurt. And [head 
coach Connie Yori] really only has 
two seniors in the rotation now.”

Senior guard Dominique Kelley 
was a major offensive threat before 
her knee injury.

Today could be a reversal of 
fortune from the defeat Nebraska 
handed Baylor last January, a game 
that Lady Bears senior Melissa 
Jones could only watch from the 
bench with a stress reactor injury.

In that game, the No. 11 ranked 
Cornhuskers eventually pulled 
away from the No. 9 ranked Lady 
Bears for a 65-56 victory. The se-
nior-laden Nebraska squad com-
mitted fewer mistakes down the 
stretch while Baylor, missing its 
floor general in Jones, could not 
find the clutch baskets it needed.

“You want to get back on the 

floor and play against the teams 
you weren’t able to last year,” Jones 
said. “Getting the chance to go out 
there and be able to play them will 
be exciting.”

For Nebraska, freshman for-
ward Jordan Hooper leads the 
team’s scoring, able to take de-
fenders off the dribble, pull down 

boards and accurately shoot from 
anywhere on the hardwood.

“They’ve got a freshman, 
Hooper, that nobody knew about,” 
Mulkey said.  “Nobody recruited 
her. [She] just has made this big 
splash at Nebraska, and she’s good.”

On paper, today’s game looks 
over before the teams tip off, with 
the Lady Bears holding an advan-
tage over the Cornhuskers in near-
ly every aspect of the game. But 
the one factor that can’t be told on 
paper is the home court advantage.  

“This year we’ve had a very 
good crowd, both from Baylor and 
the opposing teams just wanting to 

come out and watch us play,” junior 
Ashley Field said.  “Having them 
out there, you do want to do good.  
You do want to show them what we 
have and who we are as Baylor.”

Mulkey knows her team is 
definitely stronger this season, 
but knows not to overlook a road 
game.

“Anybody on their home floor 
is hard to beat,” Mulkey said.  “I 
don’t care who you play in this 
league.  On any given night, when 
you’re on the road too many bad 
things can happen.  And we’ve got 
to remain focused and stay focused 
and see if we can’t go on the road 
and try to win another one.”

Jones said the team is just tak-
ing things one game at a time.

“It’s obviously a lot harder to go 
play and get a win on the road, and 
some of the games that we snuck 
out with a win have just been crazy 
how we haven’t played to the best 
of our ability,” Jones said. “But re-
ally, we’re just taking it game by 
game.  I don’t think we’re looking 
at that overall goal, just focused on 
one thing at a time.” 

Despite their 21-1 record, the 
Baylor still ranks No. 4 in national 
RPI behind Duke, Connecticut 
and Tennessee.

Today’s game can be heard on 
Internet radio at baylorbears.com.

“Anybody on their home 
floor is hard to beat. I 

don’t care who you play 
in this league.” 

 
Kim Mulkey | Head coach

Wake Forest baseball coach donates kidney to outfielder

“When we recruit our 
guys, we talk about 

family and making sac-
rifices for one another. 
It’s something we take 

very seriously.” 

Tom Walter | Wake Forest coach
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Since 1976 Noted for Honesty, Integrity and Skill

Honda, Mercedes, 
BMW, VW, Volvo, Toyota, 

Nissan, Lexus, Infinity

254-776-6839

Luikart’s Foreign Car Clinic

plotz
u s e d  b o o k s

plotz
u s e d  b o o k s

SELL    BUY
Quality Used Books

1300 Lake Air Dr., Ste. 7, Waco , TX 76710
254-732-0773

www.plotzbooks.com

CLASSIFIEDS                               Schedule Your Classified Ad Today!

HOUSING EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

4BR/2BA large brick duplex 
apartments. 4-6 tenants.  
Days: 315-3827, evenings 
799-8480. 

DUPLEX FOR RENT.  2 BR / 
1 bath.  W/D included!  Walk 
to Class!  701 Wood  Call 
754-4834.

Two BR Units.  Walk to Class.  
Cypress Point Apartments.  
Rent:  $550/mo.  Sign a 12 
month lease before 2/28/11 
and get   off the summer 
rent!  Call 754-4834.

One BR Units. Walk to Class!  
Clean, Well-kept.  $350/
month.  Sign a 12 month 
lease before 2/28/11 and 
get   off the summer rent!  
Call 754-4834.

Commercial space available 
March 1, 2011.  Heavy traf-
fic, perfect for salon or re-
tail. $450 per month with 
one year lease. 1101 Spei-
ght 754-1436.

Huge 1 Bedroom for 
$325.00 per month! Ready 
for Move In, Free Wifi, min-
utes from campus. Call 
(254)759-8002

2022  S. 8th - House close 
to campus.  Three bedroom 
two bath. $1395 w/fenced 
back yard.  Call Brothers 
Management at 753-5355.

Part-time Leasing Agent 
Needed. Flexible hours in-
cluding weekends. Apply 
1111 Speight.

See the Benefits of Placing your 
Classified Advertisement in 

The Baylor Lariat. 

We can help you reach the Baylor Students, Faculty and Staff.   Just Call (254) 710-3407

FAIR GAME (PG13) (1:30) 4:00  7:00  9:00
FASTER (R) (2:00) 4:30  7:15  9:45
MEGAMIND (PG) (1:00) 3:45  6:30  9:00
HOW DO YOU KNOW (R) (1:15) 4:15  7:00  
9:45  
MEGAMIND  (PG) (1:30) 3:45 6:30 9:00
GULLIVER’S TRAVELS (PG13) (1:00) 3:45  
6:45  9:15
UNSTOPPABLE (PG13) (1:30) 4:00 6:45 9:15

CUTS from Page 1

SENATE from Page 1

BOOK from Page 1

NOOZHOO from Page 1

BLINDED from Page 1

“I think that they should be do-
ing more,” Hays said. “If they’re go-
ing to cut out the most important 
part of a student’s life, it doesn’t say 
much for them.”

Hays, who has been teaching in 
local high schools as part of her de-
gree program, is concerned about 
the effect that a higher student-
to-teacher ratio could have on the 
classroom environment.

“Just because I’ve been in the 
classroom so much these past few 

years, I think having more students 
in the classroom just makes it hec-
tic,” Hays said. “You can’t get a lot of 
one-on-one action with the kids. ... 
You can’t get students to pay atten-
tion and be engaged with a lesson 
plan that’s less discussion-based 
and more lecture-based.”

The proposed cuts would likely 
make the job market even tighter 
for Baylor students pursuing a 
career in teaching upon gradua-
tion. Tens of thousands of teachers 

across the state could be laid off in 
the coming years, Caffey said, re-
quiring new graduates to compete 
for fewer jobs with experienced 
professionals also looking to leave 
the ranks of the unemployed.

“When you’re talking about that 
many people potentially looking for 
jobs in addition to college gradu-
ates, then that will make the market 
difficult for teachers,” Caffey said.

Although Hays is optimistic 
about the future of public educa-

tion long-term, she expressed a 
hope the cuts will ultimately be less 
than those requested in the Legisla-
tive Budget Board’s proposal.

“Obviously I’m nervous about if 
they continue to take things away 
from the education department in 
general, but hopefully they’ll wise 
up,” Hays said.

Rep. Jim Pitts, a member of the 
Legislative Budget Board who was 
involved in the proposed budget 
cuts, was unavailable for comment. 

a greater level of trust between the 
faculty and administration, Cannon 
said.

“It [the level of trust] was not 
high several years ago and I think 
that that is improving a lot, and I 
think the provost coming and being 
as open as she was to questions and 
answering them as frankly as she 
did  — I think that does a lot,” Can-
non said. “So I don’t think it’s a par-
ticular issue so much as it is a feel-
ing that we’re really getting together 
as a university, headed in the same 
direction, which hasn’t always been 
the case.”

Dr. Todd Still, associate profes-
sor of Christian Scriptures and a 
member of the executive council of 
the faculty senate, said he believes 
the relationship between the faculty 
senate and the present administra-
tion is “decidedly positive.”

“I think there is a mutual respect 
and understanding for our various 
roles and contributions to the uni-
versity, and we hold both the presi-
dent and the provost, the two with 
whom we are in the most consistent 
contact, in the highest of esteem,” 
Still said. “I think that the relation-

ship that we have with the president 
and the provost, the central admin-
istration is one of mutual warmth 
and reciprocity.”

Dr. Barry Harvey, professor in 
the great texts program in the Hon-
ors College, gave a report to the 
Faculty Senate about the incoming 
freshman class.

The class’ SAT and ACT scores 
are considerably higher than last 
year’s class, Cannon said. He said he 
could only speculate about the rea-
son for the increase.

“As an academic I hate to think 
it, but maybe due to basketball and 
football. Kids like the full college 
experience,” Cannon said. “I mean 
Rice gets good students, Harvard 
gets good students, but we’ve gener-
ated a lot of excitement in the gen-
eral atmosphere. As an academic, 
I like to think that they’re coming 
here because our math department’s 
really great, but ... I think that might 
have something to do with it, but I 
don’t know. That’s pure speculation 
on my part.”

Senate elections were also post-
poned until April 5 and 6.

cause part of what I was trying to do 
with this book was write for a more 
general audience.”

According to Christianity Today, 
judging for the award began with 
427 titles submitted by 62 publish-
ers. Judges named 21 books in 10 
categories for recognition and chose 
books that offered the best insights 
into people, events and ideas that 
shape evangelical life, thought and 
mission. Kidd said the book, which 
took him about four years to com-
plete, answers the question of what 
role faith played in the founding of 
America. 

“This is obviously one of the very 
controversial historical topics in 
American life today, so I am trying 
to give a good historical answer to 
what role did religion actually play in 
creating the new nation,” Kidd said.

This is the second award Kidd 
has received from Christian-
ity Today. The first was for his 2009 
book,“The Great Awakening: The 
Roots of Evangelical Christianity in 
Colonial America,” which served as 
inspiration for new book. 

“This book is very closely con-
nected to the ‘Great Awakening’ 
book,” Kidd said. “One of the chap-
ters of that book is about Evangeli-
cal Christians and the American 

Revolution and I decided that easily 
warranted a whole book onto itself. I 
sort of jumped off from that book to 
write this book.”

Dr. Barry Hankins, professor of 
history and church-state studies, said 
he and Kidd read each other’s books 
before they are sent to the publisher.

“I read [the book] when he was 
writing it,” Hankins said. “It’s a really 
good book. Dr. Kidd does a good job 
of showing the multifaceted influ-
ences that went into the founding of 
the country and how religion played 
a role in that. I think the balanced 
view is what is impressive about the 
book.”

Hankins said it is important for 
professors to do their own research, 
aside from only teaching courses. “If 
you are taking a course, say with Dr. 
Kidd, you are taking a course from 
someone who is not just passing 
along knowledge, but someone who 
is involved in cutting-edge research 
and the newest and most significant 
interpretations of history,” Hankins 
said. 

“You have a scholar who is writ-
ing history instead of just passing 
along what others have written, and 
it makes the classroom that much 
deeper and richer.”

Kelsey said David loves Baylor 
and wants Noozhoo to be affiliated 
with his alma mater first and fore-
most.  

David remembers his days at 
Baylor fondly.

“Baylor really kind of provided 
the foundation,” he said. “With 
everything from Business 1401 to 
great texts classes.” 

Grubbs is also grateful for the 
mentor he found at Baylor, Dr. 
Kendall Artz, professor and chair 
of management and entrepreneur-

ship and director of entrepreneur-
ial studies. 

“I have known David for prob-
ably five years,” Artz said. “He has 
a tremendously high energy level 
and he is creative. He has great 
commitment and a wonderful per-
sonality that helps him to make 
contacts.” 

After Grubbs graduated, he kept 
in close contact with Artz about ev-
erything, including Noozhoo. 

“I mostly just act as a sounding 
board for David,” Artz said. “It’s 

mostly just an informal advisory 
role actually.”

Artz also mentioned Grubb’s 
strong loyalty to Baylor. 

“Even though he’s not that 
much older than the students here, 
he’s so committed to coming back,” 
he said. “He’s working with us to 
perhaps start up a class in the fall.”

In the meantime, Grubbs offers 
a word of advice to Baylor students. 

“Find out where your passion 
is,” he said.

 “I always was frustrated with 

things and that’s where your pas-
sion lies because you can figure out 
ways to change it.” 

Grubbs is also an advocate for 
the faculty at Baylor. 

“You would be surprised at how 
much the professors can connect 
you with the business world,” he 
said. 

 At Noozhoo, employees have 
high hopes for the future. 

“Our goal is to really inspire 
people to learn, connect and grow,” 
Kelsey said.

By Sommer Ingram
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas school dis-
tricts could see an increase in law-
suits if special needs children are 
refused admission to the School for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired and 
the School for the Deaf because of 
cuts in the proposed state budget, 
superintendents told senators Mon-
day.

Senators on the finance com-
mittee heard from superintendents 
of both schools, who said they are 
required under federal law to enroll 
students who cannot be adequately 
served by their local school districts.

Bill Daugherty, superintendent 
for the School for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired, said if forced 
to operate with less money as pro-
posed under the state Senate's draft 

budget, the school won't be able to 
enroll new students who have a legal 
right to a "free, appropriate educa-
tion" under the federal Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act.

He warned that parents of blind 
children have not hesitated in the 
past to sue if their children are not 
provided adequate services, and that 
restoring the funding that the Sen-
ate bill takes away would decrease 
the likelihood of litigation.

The school has no mechanism to 
cap enrollment, instead placing stu-
dents on a wait list until a spot be-
comes available. Daugherty said stu-
dents currently have to wait about 
one month, but that under Senate 
Bill 1 the wait list would effectively 
bar enrollment.

The School for the Deaf, which 
has a legal obligation to accept stu-
dents referred by local school dis-

tricts for admission, faces similar 
obstacles.

With more than 500 students 
and enrollment steadily increas-
ing, the school can't sustain the 10 
percent cut lawmakers are propos-
ing without cutting personnel and 
making drastic changes in services, 
superintendent Claire Bugen said.

Students remain in local school 
districts if they are refused admis-
sion.

The schools for the blind and 
deaf serve some of the most com-
plex learners in the state, and a 
majority of the students have more 
than one disability. Bugen said only 
30 percent of their students have a 
single disability, she said.

The School for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired is requesting 15 
more teachers and staff, and had 
hoped for an additional $1.4 million 

to cover the cost of providing an 
education for 12 to 16 new students. 
Daugherty said the school is also 
seeking funds to update technology.

The School for the Deaf wants 18 
new teachers and staff. Bugen said 
the proposed cuts would force the 
school to lose an overnight physi-
cian, leaving sick students to be ad-
ministered by a dorm parent not a 
medical expert.

In the face of a $27 billion bud-
get shortfall, Sen. Steve Ogden, R-
Bryan, said "it may be appropriate in 
some cases to charge tuition."

Bugen said that is not allowed 
under federal law.

"I don't have a mechanism to do 
that. I think we're going to cross into 
federal issues under IDEA (Indi-
viduals With Disabilities Education 
Act) when you start talking about 
charging parents," she said.

Schools warn of litigation over cuts

Dr. Jonathan Tran, assistant 
professor of religion at Baylor, 
closed out the event with a discus-
sion on how to use these different 
views and how to stand up for one 

another against discrimination not 
only at Baylor but also in the world.

“This event is only meant to be 
a starting point for discussion, a 

spark,” said Cristina Galvan, stu-
dent body external vice president 
and Houston junior.

“Blinded” gave students the 
unique chance to both hear and 

be heard on topics they might nor-
mally avoid.

“Just to hear the honesty, what 
a difference a blindfold makes,” 
Mueller said.
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