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>> Empty nest
Leaving home isn’t easy, but
who takes it harder, students
or their parents?
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>> Blog about it

More and more students are
being required to blog for
their classes this semester
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>> Renovation set
Cameron Park is being
renovated to celebrate its
100-year anniversary
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Beauty from ashes

Check out The Lariat’s video
about the Waco Wetlands,
which were burned in
August to promote the
divirsity of wetlands plants
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Viewpoints

“Baylor officials
have done a good
job of informing
students and alumni
of news about the
university through
the use of social
media through their
many social media
sites.”

Page 2

Bear Briefs

The place to go to know
the places to go

Parents Weekend
Schedule

Welcome to Baylor
From 2 to 5 p.m. today, the
SUB will host a welcome
reception for parents, along
with Baylor Then and Now,
where parents can hear
about Baylor’s plans for
development and expansion,
and the Student Activities
Fair, where parents can learn
about the organizations their
students have joined (See
story, page A4)

After Dark

The first After Dark show,
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. today in
Waco Hall, will be followed
by a second show from 9:30
to 11:30 p.m (See story, page
B7)

Faculty Coffee

Baylor parents can meet
their students’ professors at
Baylor Faculty Coffee from
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Saturday
at Burleson Quadrangle

Dinner on the Grounds
Enjoy a meal with your
family at 11:30 a.m. Saturday
at Founders Mall

SPORTS

Football preview

On Saturday the Bears take
on Buffalo, a team with a fast,
aggressive defense

NEWS

1Fix iPhones

Apple’s iPhone

Several student entrepreneurs
have found their niche fixing

A&E

Bring

it!
After Dark, a Parents Weekend tradition,
will feature a ukulele act, an a capella
choir, a hip-hop routine and much more
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Enrollment increases on all counts

By SARA TIRRITO
STAFF WRITER

Baylor hit three landmarks
this year in its fall enrollment re-
port, including its largest overall
enrollment numbers, its largest
freshman class and its most di-
verse freshman class.

“It is a remarkable accom-
plishment, and a testimony to the
attractiveness of a Baylor Univer-
sity education, that in the one year
our incoming class would set high
water marks for size, diversity and
quality;” President Ken Starr said.
“We are grateful and humbled
that so many would choose to join
us here at Baylor”

Total enrollment reached
14,900 students, beating the 2009
record of 14,614 students.

Freshman enrollment reached
3,259 students, an increase from
the 2005 record of 3,168.

Dr. Kevin Jackson, vice presi-
dent for student life, said enroll-
ment has probably risen because
not only does Baylor offer a mis-
sion of integrated faith and learn-
ing that draws students in, but it
also offers high-quality academic
programs and an atmosphere that
makes students feel at home.

“We have a strong campus life
experience,” Jackson said.

“I think a part of that is we're
large enough to have a lot going

on, but were small enough to
where students feel a connection.
People know them by name; we
care for them.

Dr. Elizabeth Palacios, dean
for student development, said she
believes the enrollment increases
came not only because of inten-
tional recruitment programs, but
also because students spread the
word about their positive experi-
ences on campus.

“Baylor has been very inten-
tional and creative in their re-
cruitment, publicity, and outreach
programs these past few years,
Palacios wrote in an email to the
Lariat.

“There has been more of a con-

certed effort across the university
in working toward recruitment
and retention. Many students are
attracted by our outstanding fac-
ulty and academic programs, es-
pecially in the sciences. I believe
the best recruitment is done by
students who have had great ex-
periences both in and outside the
classroom.”

Diversity among the freshman
class also increased, with minor-
ity enrollment at 36.4 percent, a
growth of 1.3 percent from 2009.

Palacios said she believes the
diversity increase among fresh-
men was brought about by first-

SEE INCREASE, page A9
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New York City police officers stand guard Thursday during a news conference near the proposed Islamic cultural center two blocks from the World

Trade Center site in New York.

Florida pastor cancels Quran-burning
plans, then threatens to reconsider

By ANTONTIO GONZALEZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — An
anti-Islamic preacher backed off
and then threatened to reconsider
burning the Quran on the anni-
versary of the 9/11 attacks, angrily
accusing a Muslim leader of lying
to him Thursday with a promise
to move an Islamic center and
mosque away from New YorK’s
ground zero. The imam planning
the center denied there was ever
such a deal.

The Rev. Terry Jones gener-
ated an international firestorm
with his plan to burn the Quran
on Saturday, the ninth anniver-
sary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, and he has been under in-
tense pressure to give it up. Presi-

dent Barack Obama urged him to
listen to “those better angels” and
give up his “stunt,” saying it would
endanger U.S. troops and give Is-
lamic terrorists a recruiting tool.
Defense Secretary Robert Gates
took the extraordinary step of
calling Jones personally.

Standing outside his 50-mem-
ber Pentecostal church, the Dove
Outreach Center, alongside Imam
Muhammad Musri, the president
of the Islamic Society of Central
Florida, Jones said he relented
when Musri assured him that the
New York mosque will be moved.

Musri, however, said after the
news conference that the agree-
ment was only for him and Jones
to travel to New York and meet
Saturday with the imam oversee-
ing plans to build a mosque near

ground zero.

Hours later, Jones said Musri
“clearly, clearly lied to us”

“Given what we are now hear-
ing, we are forced to rethink our
decision,” Jones said. “So as of
right now, we are not canceling
the event, but we are suspending
it”

Jones did not say whether the
Quran burning could still be held
Saturday, but he said he expected
Musri to keep his word and ex-
pected “the imam in New York to
back up one of his own men.”

Jones had never invoked the
mosque controversy as a reason
for his planned protest. He cited
his belief that the Quran is evil be-
cause it espouses something other
than biblical truth and incites
radical, violent behavior among

Muslims.

But he said Thursday after-
noon that he prayed about the
decision and concluded that if
the mosque was moved, it would
be a sign from God to call off the
Quran burning.

“We are, of course, now against
any other group burning Qurans,”
Jones said. “We would right now
ask no one to burn Qurans. We
are absolutely strong on that. It is
not the time to do it”

Musri thanked Jones and his
church members “for making the
decision today to defuse the situ-
ation and bring to a positive end
what has become the world over a
spectacle that no one would bene-
fit from except extremists and ter-

SEE QURAN, page A9

Enrollment:
By the numbers

2009
First-year students: 3,098

Total: 14,614

2010
First-year students: 3,259
Total: 14,900

Source: Baylor IRT

[slamic
center

stirs up
angst

By JADE MARDIROSIAN
STAFF WRITER

Donald Trump has offered to
buy out the main investor of the
proposed building of Park51, an
Islamic Center in Lower Manhat-
tan, in an attempt to not have the
center built.

The proposed building, just
two blocks from ground zero, has
sparked controversy on a national
scale. The project, which was
cleared for construction by the
New York City Landmark Pres-
ervation Commission on Aug. 3,
will be modeled after the YM.C.A.
and Jewish Community Center
in Manhattan and will include a
mosque as well as a multifaith me-
morial dedicated to the victims of
Sept. 11.

Opponents of the center cite
the location’s proximity to ground
zero as insensitive to those who
lost their lives during and in the af-
termath of the terrorist attacks on
Sept. 11. Dr. Thomas Kidd, associ-
ate professor of history, said he be-
lieves the organizers of Park51 are
not taking into account how sensi-
tive people still feel toward ground
zero and the surrounding area.

“It may be unfortunate that
there has been such a strident re-
action to the Islamic center, but I
think it could have easily been pre-
dicted, anticipated and avoided,
Kidd said. “It was poor judgment
and in poor taste to want to build
so close to ground zero”

The other point of opposition
to Park51 indicates a broad in-
comprehension in America about

SEE ISLAM, page A9

Bear mascots banned from football, campus events

DANIEL CERNERO | LARIAT PHOTO EDITOR

Mascots Lady and Joy, who live in the Bill and Eva Williams Bear Habitat,
are no longer allowed to attend football games or other campus events

on leashes.

By JADE MARDIROSIAN
STAFF WRITER

Lady and Joy, Baylor live mas-
cots, are now too large to be shown
in unconfined spaces in public. The
bears will no longer be allowed at
football games or other campus
events on leashes.

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture inspects Baylor annually, as
part of federal regulations related
to the schools possession of wild
animals. This year the USDA noti-
fied Baylor of its decision not to al-
low the bears on leashes in public.

“The USDA has told us we are
no longer permitted to bring our
bears to our games and other pub-
lic events,” said Lori Fogleman, di-
rector of media communications.
“The Bears remain a vital part of
our traditions and of our commu-
nity”

Kevin Jackson, vice president
for student life, explained that due

to the bears’ age and size (Lady is 8
years old and 360 pounds and Joy
is 9 years old and 345 pounds), the
USDA concluded that it would not
be safe to allow the bears to be un-
confined in public.

“The regulations governing the
public display of wild animals has
been in place for some time now;’
Jackson said. “What has changed
is our bears have grown in size and
strength over the past several years
and the USDA is concerned that
our past practices of having the
bears in public on a leash is not in
the best interest of the bears nor the
public. If a bear was to break free of
the leash while in public, she could
be hurt or someone else could be
injured, and no one wants that”

The bears will still remain an
important part of Baylor culture
and campus life. Baylor has made
an agreement with the USDA to
keep the bears for the duration of
their natural lives, which could be

another decade or more. Efforts are
being made to accommodate the
bears in school events while abid-
ing by the USDA regulations.

An off-campus site where the
bears will be able to exercise is in
the process of being built.

Harlingen senior Reece Fitzger-
ald is a bear trainer as a member
of Chamber and explained Cham-
ber’s new plans concerning Lady
and Joy’s future at football games.

“We plan to continue the tradi-
tion of having them at games, and
are currently researching the pos-
sibility of having a secondary bear
habitat located at the stadium,”
Fitzgerald said.

Video of the bears will also be
shown at sports games, in an at-
tempt to keep the bears involved in
campus events.

“Keeping the live mascot im-

SEE BEARS, page A9
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BU’s social media sphere sets

beneficial example for students

There’s no way to deny it — social media is
everywhere. It is the way people stay in contact
with friends, share the latest news stories and
now, it’s a different way of learning in school.

Departments all over Baylor are incorporat-
ing social media into their syllabi.

Students are required to partake in various
types of social media, such as join Facebook
groups to receive additional information about
the course and comment on others’ responses,
make Twitter accounts and tweet about content
related to the course, and create blogs with reac-
tions about topics discussed in the course.

This requirement is emerging in courses all
around campus — from public relations to his-
tory.

Students are able to communicate with other
students in the course through the social media
outlets, making the course more interactive and
keeping the students more interested.

Students are able to get to know each other
more than they could from the usual classroom
setting.

Using social media also allows for more in-
teraction with the professor, who can have an
ongoing conversation with the class outside of
class time.

Baylor professors have done a good job of
incorporating social media into the educational
environment.

Social media is not going away, and students
need to learn how to use it effectively before
they are thrust into the “real world” without the
necessary knowledge.

Future employers could search a student’s
name and find their social networking sites to
see if the student has adequate knowledge of so-
cial media. Furthermore, employers look at the
content of the social media so students should
be careful about what they write about.

By including social media as part of their
class requirement, professors have added the
enticement of a good grade to encourage stu-
dents to learn about social media.

Though it is not necessary to incorporate all
types of social media into one course, incorpo-
rating one or two different types of social media
is helpful in teaching students about how to use
social media effectively.

Furthermore, Baylor officials have done a
good job of informing students and alumni
of news about the university through the
use of social media through their many
social media sites.

Many departments have their
own Facebook and Twitter ac-
counts so that current and for-
mer students can keep up with
the department.

The Baylor University’s Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences Face-
book page and Twitter page
provides updates about the
work of various professors
and alumni, as well as in-
formation about events
that occur related to the

college.
Baylor  University’s
Hankamer School of

Business Facebook and
Twitter pages provide in-
formation for business ma-
jors and alumni, as well as in-
formation about business topics
in general.

The Baylor Athletics Facebook and
Twitter pages discuss athletes, future and
past games. Baylor sports, such as football
and volleyball, have their own Twitter pages to

update readers about the outcome of games and
others news about the team.

All of these pages are updated frequently
and allow students and alumni to see the most
updated information about a topic.

Often, Twitter and Facebook are the first
places that people go to for information, and
Baylor has done a good job of providing updat-

ed information for its audience.

@BaylorVBall
Baylor University’s
volleyball team

@BaylorProud
Official blog of
Baylor University

Home

@bulariat
Direct Messages
Favorites

Retweets

Baylor social media | Q
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Religious freedom extends liberty to unshared opinions

As we approach the ninth an-
niversary of 9/11, the debate over
Islam’s place in American society
is reaching a boiling point.

This summer, with the pro-
posed building of the Park 51
Islamic center within two blocks
of New York’s Ground Zero, the
question of Islamophobia has
once again gripped the American
public. The controversy has re-
vealed a crucial distinction in our
commitment to religious free-
dom: the difference between the
right to exercise oné’s faith, and
the propriety of doing so.

The Cordoba Initiative and its
supporters have put all the em-
phasis on their right to build the
Islamic center, a right that most
Americans certainly affirm.

But many question the propri-
ety of building it on the proposed
site. Does raising the question of
propriety equal Islamophobia, as
some of the center’s defenders al-
lege? Absolutely not.

Freedom of religion does not

Thomas Kidd | Senior Fellow

guarantee freedom from criti-
cism.

To be sure, real religious
freedom extends liberty to those
whose opinions we do not share.
In the 1770s, Thomas Jefferson
and James Madison insisted that
even the long-persecuted evan-
gelical Baptists of Virginia should
have full religious liberty, which

their state achieved in 1786 with
the passage of Jefferson’s Bill for
Establishing Religious Freedom.

But neither Jefferson nor
Madison much liked the evan-
gelicals’ intense faith, which Jef-
ferson for one saw as religious
fanaticism. Jefferson in particu-
lar knew that if the government
persecuted evangelicals for their
beliefs, it might persecute anyone
(including skeptics like himself).

So religious liberty, for the
Founding Fathers, granted free-
dom to worship but did not re-
quire cheery approval of every
church’s views or actions.

The distinction between liber-
ty and propriety certainly applies
to the widely-discussed case of
the “International Burn a Quran
Day” at the formerly obscure
Dove World Outreach Center in
Gainesville, Fla., scheduled for
the 9/11 anniversary. Muslim and
Christian leaders alike have con-
demned this deplorable event.

As with the building of the

Islamic center in New York, the
Dove World Outreach Center
has the right, under the First
Amendment, to burn Qurans.
But as Hillary Clinton and Gen.
David Petraeus warned Tuesday,
if they do burn Qurans, it will
convey the worst kind of message
to Muslim communities, among
whom an unfortunate global
backlash of protests has already
begun.

The appropriate response
to the Quran burnings (should
they take place, which remains
in some doubt) is for Christians,
especially evangelicals, to speak
univocally in denouncing the in-
cident. Many Christians, includ-
ing the Vatican and the National
Association of Evangelicals, have
already done so. Hopefully Mus-
lims will understand that the
Dove World Outreach Center’s
aberrant type of Christianity is
marginal indeed.

Building the Islamic center
at Park 51 is not as flagrantly

provocative as the burning of
Qurans, but the point remains
that the location of the proposed
center ignores the raw feelings
that many Americans still hold
about Ground Zero.

According to Imam Feisal
Abdul Rauf’s Tuesday edito-
rial for the New York Times, the
Cordoba Initiative hopes that the
center will foster “unification and
healing” in America.

But if improving relations
between Muslims and non-
Muslims is its objective, then the
Cordoba Initiative should defer
to popular opinion — two-thirds
of New Yorkers think it should
be moved, according to a recent
New York Times poll — and
build the center further away
from Ground Zero. A number
of Muslim leaders have endorsed
relocating the center. The current
site only delays unification and
healing.

Soothing misunderstandings
between American Christians

and American Muslims begins
with a renewed national com-
mitment to the free exercise of
religion. In no way should the
government try to prevent the
building of the Islamic center at
Ground Zero.

With this safeguard in place,
it should be easier to move the
discussion to questions of propri-
ety. With the anniversary of 9/11
upon us, America needs no more
gratuitous statements or actions
from either Christians or Mus-
lims. Enough damage has been
done already, by both Christians
and Muslims.

Thankfully, there are very few
things that, as Americans, we
don’t have the right to do. But just
because we can do (or build, or
burn) something doesn’t make it
a good idea.

Thomas S. Kidd is Senior Fel-
low at Baylor University’s Institute
for Studies of Religion. This Op-Ed
was previously published in USA
Today on Thursday.
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Broken
iPhone?

On-campus
entrepreneurs

can help

Chalk promises fix
students can deliver

By Wakeelah Crutison
Copry EDITOR

Amid the various interest
meetings and event messages writ-
ten in chalk around campus, “I Fix
iPhones” scrawled on the sidewalk
stands out.

A simple but promising mes-
sage, just three words and a phone
number, elicits calls from Apple
users throughout campus.

Colleyville freshman Nicho-
las Shirley is the face behind the
words. He fixes iPhones and de-
cided to utilize his talent to earn a
little spending money.

“When I came for orientation,
I saw groups writing on the side-
walk and thought it was a good
way to advertise, ” Shirley said.

With more than 1.4 million
iPhone 4G sales within the first
week of release, Shirley said there
are bound to be people on the Bay-
lor campus who need help fixing
them.

“The iPhone’s screen is glass
and people tend to drop them, so
that’s the most common thing they
need fixed when they call,” Shirley
said.

Shirley’s father owns a cell
phone franchise and fixing iPhones
is one of the main services offered.

“My dad taught me how to do
it;” Shirley said. “It only takes 15 to
20 minutes to fix the screen”

Shirley said he uses the ven-
ture as a side job to earn spending
money while he’s still in school.

“[Fixing iPhones] is a good
example of a business that gives
good experience and a good way
to experiment with being a busi-
ness owner, said Dr. Steve Bradley,
professor of entrepreneurship and
economic development.

Bradley said he’s glad to see stu-
dents taking initiative by starting
their own businesses.

“This is the perfect type of busi-
ness to start with: flexibility to do
on his own time, low initial invest-
ment and there’s a market for it;”

Bradley said. “It’s the kind of busi-
ness students get involved with [so
they’re] not obligated to work all
the time.”

Bradley said students start with
a limited, but expanding knowl-
edge set, so its harder for them to
see market opportunities.

“It’s creative, there’s a perceived
need and it’s a relatively competi-
tion-free niche area,” Bradley said.
“The challenge is getting into the
excitement of all the activity of
having a business, but it's hard to
get away from it

Bradley said he likes the start-
up process of finding a good idea
and expanding on it in ways that
will make it work.

“That’s how I started my wash-
er/dryer rental business in col-
lege,” Bradley said. “I put an ad in
the school paper at [Texas] A&M.
I got tons of calls from people who
saw it”

Bradley recommends that stu-
dents look into already established
franchise businesses.

“They have built-in credibility,
a built-in testing model, and built-
in expertise that students don't
have when they graduate,” Bradley
said. “Most ideas come from work-
ing with people and big businesses.
Students might see an opportunity
to branch off from a larger compa-
ny. But 'm glad to see Baylor stu-
dents getting a jump on things and
starting their own projects”

Baylor students Britt Swann
and Lincoln Downs did just that.

Swann said his parents wanted
him to get a job, but he didn’t want
to deal with the stress of working
for someone else. Being an entre-
preneurship major, he decided to
work for himself.

“I knew a lot of people who
needed phones fixed and thought
it would be a good business to get
into,” Swann said. “People don't
want to pay what Apple charges to
fix it”

Swann, a senior from Waco,
said he learned to fix iPhones from
his partner Downs, a junior also

from Waco.

It was touch-and-go in the
beginning stages as they went
through a trial and error phase,
but now feel like pros.

“I spent almost over $1,000 try-
ing to get it right, but now it’s like
clockwork,” Swann said. “ Com-
bined, Lincoln and I have fixed
over 1,000 phones. It’s safe to say
we've gotten pretty good at it”

With the most common issue
being broken screens, Downs said
he keeps the screens of the busted
phones he repairs in order to keep
track of them.

“We just get the word out
by word of mouth and business
cards,” Downs said, “And we get
four to five calls a week”

Waco junior Brennan Bai-
ley dropped his iPhone studying
one night for an exam and called
Downs.

“I was studying with my room-
mates late one night and I knocked
my phone off the table and the
screen cracked,” Bailey said.

“I was expecting it at some
point and it finally happened at 1
in the morning. I called Lincoln
and he told me to come on over.
It only took about 40 minutes for
him to fix”

Downs fell into the phone re-
pair business when a friend broke
his phone and didn’t want to buy a
new phone.

“I told him Id try to fix it
Downs said. “When I finished it
worked fine and I figured I could
fix other people’s phones too”

Downs and Swann are cur-
rently searching for a storefront
to open in Waco and plan to make
their business official some time
this year

“I definitely want the chance to
enjoy life more than average per-
son. I realize that if I work with
someone else, | won’t have the free-
dom to do what I like,” Swann said.
“Starting a business now doesn't
hurt. It gives you business experi-
ence and real-world experience
plus you get spending money.”
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Parents experience college during Parents Weekend

By Kevin Tamer
REPORTER

When parents set foot on Bay-
lor’s campus for Parents Week-
end today and Saturday, they will
participate in events tailored spe-
cifically for their understanding of
student life.

The Baylor Chamber of Com-
merce will play host to the 50-year-
old tradition. Chamber has imple-
mented changes in order to give
parents the opportunity to see
firsthand what students devote
their time to outside the class-
room.

Chamber is introducing a new
event called the Student Activities
Fair. This event will take place in
the Bill Daniel Student Center

today and will allow parents the
opportunity to meet sponsors,
presidents and members of vari-
ous organizations within Baylor
Student Life.

Cypress junior Daniel Haddad,
chairman of the Parents Weekend
Committee, believes the changes
will allow parents to see what stu-
dents are involved with on campus.

“Traditionally Parents Week-
end has kind of catered to and at-
tracted a lot of new students” par-
ents,” Haddad said. “However, we
wanted to see it turn into a more
inclusive event where parents can
come and see what their student
does and devote[s] their time to.”

More than 200 student organi-
zations have been invited to partic-
ipate in the event and parents are

“Parents Weekend is a
great opportunity for
moms and dads to get
to know Baylor on a
more personal level.”

Daniel Haddad | Chairman of the

Parents Weekend Committee

encouraged to attend, regardless
of whether their child is involved
with an organization.

Haddad believes this event will
help clear up some negative pre-
conceived notions parents hold
concerning various student orga-
nizations.

“Parents can come see a Greek

organization and see that it's not
your stereotypical Greek organiza-
tion that you might see at another
university, but Baylor is different
and its values are different,” Had-
dad said.

Senior Grant Corley, president
of Chamber, believes the Student
Activities Fair will shine a positive
light on the many student organi-
zations offered at Baylor.

“It helps parents see what their
kids have the opportunity to be a
part of while at Baylor,” Corley
said.

“It’s a great opportunity to bring
everyone together and parents can
see the diversity of student organi-
zations on campus.”

In addition to the Student Ac-
tivities Fair today, traditional Par-

ents Weekend events will be of-
fered, including Baylor Then and
Now, history and campus tours,
the After Dark all-university vari-
ety show and dessert party.

On Saturday, parents can meet
with professors at the Parent-Fac-
ulty Coffee, eat lunch beneath the
Texas sky during Dinner on the
Grounds and cheer on Baylor foot-
ball as they take on Buffalo inside
Floyd Casey Stadium.

Amarillo senior Patrick Bell
encourages parents and students
to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities presented by this Baylor
tradition.

“Parents Weekend is a great op-
portunity for moms and dads to
get to know Baylor on a more per-
sonal level,” Bell said. “Whether it’s

meeting their students’ professors
at parent-faculty coffee, witnessing
many talented students perform
during the two live performances
of After Dark, or enjoying a piece
of pie and good music at Dessert
Party, Parents Weekend showcases
many of the great things that Bay-
lor has to offer”

Haddad said Parents Week-
end will create an environment in
which families can come together
as one and celebrate Baylor’s rich
traditions.

“We are all different; we come
from different backgrounds, na-
tionalities and different places all
over the world,” Haddad said.

“But what unites us all is that we
are connected to Baylor University,
and this weekend celebrates that”

College adjustment isn't just for incoming freshmen

By Meghan Hendrickson
STAFF WRITER

The transition between the
home that a student has known
for 18 years to a new home in col-
lege can be extremely difficult - for
both students and parents.

Dr. Roderick Hetzel, staff psy-
chologist for Baylor counseling
services, thinks the change to col-
lege is shockingly hard on the stu-
dent and the parents.

“It depends on the student and
the parents,” Hetzel said. “I find it
really hard to say who has it worse
because parents and students each
have their own unique struggles
and challenges theyre going to
have to confront. The more they
can be open in communication
with one another, the better they
will be able to enter into this new
chapter”

Hetzel described some of the
struggles that new college stu-
dents are likely to face as they start
school. One struggle is just adjust-
ing to the new lifestyle as a whole.
Being in college means students
are on their own for the first time
in their life. With that new lifestyle,
comes a whole new set of consid-

erations: what do with their time,
when to wake up and go to bed,
whether they should eat a quick
snack or grab lunch at the cafete-
ria.

There are, however, greater
challenges that new students must
face as well.

“Psychologically what fresh-
men are needing to do is to indi-
viduate from their families of ori-
gin,” Hetzel said.

“Becoming an adult and dis-
covering who you are as a person
and an adult can be a painful and
difficult process. Part of what stu-
dents need to do is look at their
lives and say goodbye to some
parts that don't fit so well, and say
hello to new parts,” Hetzel said.

“One thing we see in students
here at Baylor is their religious
faith. Many students are raised in
religious families, but part of the
college experience is making their
faith their own. Learning who you
are as a Christian in faith can be
difficult because you realize that
youve left home and youre on a
journey, but youre not quite sure
where the journey’s going to take
you yet — and that can be stressful
and scary for students,” he added.

Though freshmen are facing
their fair share of struggles, parents
are simultaneously encountering a
whole list of challenges that may
take them by surprise.

“I think that it is probably
harder on the parents at first be-
cause kids are so excited to get out
and start something new, and they
don’t realize it's the end of their
home life and the beginning of life
on their own,” McKinney fresh-
man Catie Groves said.

‘I didn't realize until a few
weeks into school that that part of
my life is over and I'm on my own
now.”

A major struggle for parents
is simply adjusting to not having
their student in the house any-
more, which affects their daily lives
just as college affects the daily lives
of new students.

“Also, parents may struggle
with understanding what their
student needs at this point in their
life,” Hetzel said.

“Our child is on their own
journey; what do they need from
us as their parents to help them on
that journey? How can we equip
them with the tools and practices
they need to be successful?’ It’s
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hard for parents. ‘Do we provide
all their needs or do they need an
increasing amount of indepen-
dence?”

“Increased independence
means more opportunities to suc-
ceed and discover who you are, but
it also means more opportunities
to fail and run into difficult situa-
tions. There are some lessons that
have to be learned the hard way
and that’s hard for parents to expe-
rience;” Hetzel said.

Hetzel points out that anytime
there is a big change in life, we
have to grieve what has been lost
- that we cannot move forward
until that is done. Therefore, it is
important that both students and
parents grieve the loss they face as
the student leaves for college.

In order to cope with these
challenges, Hetzel is offering some
tips for both students and parents:

1. Students and parents need to
talk to each other about the pro-
cess they are going through and
practice deep listening - listening
for the purposes of trying to un-
derstand what the other is expe-
riencing, instead of boasting one’s
own arguments.

2. Students and parents need to

DINE

“I find it really hard to
say who has it worse
because parents and

students each have their
own unique struggles
and challenges they’re
going to have to con-

»
front.
Dr. Roderick Hetzel | Staff Psychologist

reach out to their own support
groups. There is something heal-
ing about sharing with people who
have been through or are going
through the same things.

3. Students should seek to find
guidance at their college campus.
Students are not just thrust into
college on their own. There are
people here at Baylor to help guide
them and prepare them for the
new journey ahead.

4. Parents need to cut the cord.
Parents need to resist the tempta-
tion to call their student 10 times
a day. Don't sever all ties, but give
your child the freedom they need
to realize what this new journey

. N 2 4 i
1, iy oty 4 &5
Bedrooms

means to them.

5. Students need to get in-
volved in the activities that sur-
round them. Students need to
resist the temptation to go home
each weekend. It is okay to go
home, but make an effort to get
involved in your new community.

6. Both students and parents
need to be thoughtful of one an-
other’s time. One way to do this is
for students to e-mail their parents
an idea of what their average week
will look like for the semester. That
way, parents can know what days
are better days to touch base with
their child and what days to avoid.
Students can also be mindful of
the work schedule and activities
that their parents are involved in
and the time they would like to be
in bed, so as not to interfere with
their responsibilities either.

“Everyone loves trying to pre-
dict who it’s going to be harder for,”
Hetzel said.

“But I think the bottom line
is that it’s going to be surprisingly
difficult for both students and par-
ents. Be prepared for the journey
ahead and seek help to get through
it”
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Kenyan pastor came to Baylor to aid others

. ™

By Meghan Hendrickson
STAFF WRITER

Unreached people groups, dis-
sertation, Kenya, beauty school,
poverty, Hankamer School of Busi-
ness, church, microfinance — these
words often seem fairly unrelated,
but a graduate student from Nai-
robi, Kenya, is the glue that binds
them together.

Pastor Edward Simiyu of City
Harvest Ministries in Nairobi is
studying at Baylor the fall semester
to work on research for his disser-
tation.

He is studying to receive his
doctorate from Jomokenyatta Uni-
versity of Architecture and Tech-
nology in Kenya. While at Baylor,
Simiyu is working with Dr. Steve
Bradley, assistant professor of
management and supervisor for
entrepreneurship.

Simiyu and Bradley are enjoy-
ing working together on their re-
search this semester.

“I probably have the research
skills and he has the heart skills,
and were trying to exchange that,”
Bradley said.

By asking unique questions, the
team has discovered data to sup-
port the notion that poverty is a
product of opportunity and ideas -
money is important, but it should
come second to ideas.

“So much money is being
poured into Africa,” Simiyu said.
“How do we utilize that money
in a more profitable way? How do
people come up with ideas instead
of just giving money?”

Both Simiyu and Bradley hope
to bring a degree of change to
the world and its view of poverty
through their research.

“If I can see the world as a place
where people have opportunity and
the people are really able to have
choices rather than being forced by
the environment or the institutions
that exist — I think that would be
a perfect place to be,” Simiyu said.
“A land of opportunity is what I
desire; partly because I work with
poor people who really don’t have
choices - they look to fate”

Simiyu got connected with
Bradley when he came to speak in
Bradley’s class at University Bap-
tist Church last fall. Bradley asked
Simiyu if he had a dissertation yet
and if he would like to collect mi-
crofinance data. Simiyu spent two
weeks collecting a great deal of
data - leaving a lasting impression
on Bradley.

“I told him, if you can collect
some more data this summer, then
come here for your sabbatical and
we can work on it some more,
Bradley said. “This is really great
for both of us. He needs a disser-

tation project and we don’t have
access to data. We want to write
something for journals that is in-
teresting to academics and micro-
finance; a lot of things we're finding
are unknown to microfinance indi-
viduals. Our research is trying to
show some flaws in microfinance
right now and maybe make some
policy implications.”

Simiyu always believed that
business can give people opportu-
nity, but he didn’t know how. Now
he is working to make a difference
in the world through both business
and faith.

“Pastor Edward is changing the
world through his church,” Mela-
nie Smith, international student
relations coordinator, said.

Simiyu started City Harvest
Ministries in Nairobi eight years
ago.

“When I felt God calling me to
ministry I was saying, If 'm going
to do church, I don’t see why. There
are so many churches. God, if 'm
doing church it has to be sort of
a different church. I need to work
with the poor and empower them
to come out of their situations,”
Simiyu said. “Our congregation
is really made up of poor people.
We basically use tools of socioeco-
nomic development as our tools
for discipleship”

City Harvest Ministries cur-
rently uses a microfinance pro-
gram to teach church members
how to manage their finances and
better save their resources.

The church also provides basic
education to children in the slums
of Kibera.

In addition to basic education,
the church trains young people to
acquire dress-making skills.

They also started a sports pro-
gram for children to hopefully
develop them into professional
soccer players. This program was
motivated by the fact that a lot of
people at the age of 16 have ei-
ther never been in school or have
dropped out.

The church also started a hair-
dressing school with the intention
of targeting young girls, particular-
ly in the slums, who are vulnerable
to prostitution, crime and unem-
ployment.

“Girls in the slums are the most
marginalized people - especially
those who are uneducated,” Simi-
yu said. “The girls will either be
housemaids or prostitutes. Boys
have three options: they can walk
long distances to industrial areas
and find a job that pays maybe
two dollars a day, or crime. Some
get into the public transportation
system, but it is a very manual-ori-
ented and strength-requiring job.
Most boys get involved in crime.

DaniEL CERNERO | PHOTO EDITOR

Pastor Edward Simiyu of City Harvest Ministries in Nairobi, Kenya, is working on his dissertation at Baylor. Simiyu hopes to change how the world

views poverty through his research.

We thought if we can start a hair-
dressing school we can at least pro-
vide a third option for girls”

The  church’s  hairdressing
school has been extremely success-
ful in Nairobi and was featured this
summer in a program put on by a
television station in Kenya.

“Hair and beauty industry in
Kenya is very interesting,” Simiyu
said. “This industry never suffers
despite the economy. The girls are
trained at our hairdressing school
and they leave and either start their
own businesses or they get em-
ployment at a salon in town.”

Simiyu is also working with an
unreached people group known
as the Pokotas in northwest Ke-
nya. This community of 12,000
families lives in a dry, arid envi-
ronment that lacks infrastructure.
Because the community doesn’t
have enough water, when drought

Blogging makes leap to class

By Dorian Davis
REPORTER

While Baylor professors have
been using blogs for over five years
as part of their curriculum, many
are now recognizing it as a method
to maintain a record of research
and work accomplished by students
and faculty.

Dr. Gardner Campbell, direc-
tor of Academy for Teaching and
Learning, estimates that over 800
students will be participating in a
blog or some other form of social
media this semester for class.

Dr. Lydia Bean, an assistant so-
ciology professor, requires students
to blog about current events for her
social theory course.

“I want to hear about current
events through their eyes,” she said.

With few restrictions, students
engage by commenting on class-
mate’s posts.

“They are required to keep a
civil and professional tone,” Bean
said.

Her students’ blogs are assigned
as homework on a website called
the “Oso Social Theory”

Recently, with the revision of
Blackboard, Baylor’s portal website,
blogs have become an integrated
feature available to teachers for
students to use. However, Bean has
elected to use a third-party website
instead.

“I find Blackboard’s blogging
tool to be kind of clunky. I think
WordPress is better because I know
it better;” Bean said.

WordPress, a free blogging web-
site, claims to host blogs for over 25

million people.

A negative aspect of Black-
board’s blogging tool is the in-
formation is viewable only by the
classroom. Bean believes making
the blogs available to the Internet
forces students to put more thought
into their writings, and prepares
them for the post-college world

“They are writing for the world,
for everyone to read” Bean said.
“This gives them an opportunity to
present themselves. I want to show
off what my students can do”

Aledo junior Caleb Lyons is re-
quired to write 13 blogs over the se-
mester for his biblical heritage text
course.

“We write about anything in our
lives we're experiencing at the time
that relates to biblical issues,” Lyons
said.

strikes, the tribe moves around
searching for water.

This leads to attacks and con-
flict with people across the border
in Uganda.

Simiyu established a relation-
ship with this community years
ago when he did work for a church
in Uganda.

They realized that the Pokota
faced four different issues: peace,
government, HIV/AIDS and evan-
gelism.

Uncertain of how to tackle
these issues, they established an
interchurch committee and re-
quested Simiyu’s assistance and
leadership.

“I came back to Kenya and
started praying for these Pokotas —
who really are our brothers,” Simi-
yu said. “T asked God, ‘How do we
help? How do we enter the com-
munity? Many people who did

missionary work with the Pokotas
actually were killed. We needed to
find out how we could enter and
not get killed”

The committee finally decided
to invite 18 warriors from the Po-
kota tribe to join them in a meet-
ing in Nairobi. Warriors in the Po-
kota tribe are respected because
they have killed so many people.

The Pokotas had never been
out of their community, so they
were startled by the city of Nai-
robi.

The Pokotas often asked ques-
tions such as: “Are these build-
ings built by God or man?” or
“Why are there so many people
in the streets?” to which commit-
tee members had to respond, “We
don’t kill each other”

By being introduced to a new
form of society, Pokotas were
compelled to question their own
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attitudes and behavior.

“Pastor if you can please help
us - if you can come and help us
get water and get schools, then we
will trust the Lord to help us,” the
Pokota warriors said, according to
Simiyu.

Simiyu responded with two
requirements: “One: we need to
work with you to make sure you
live in peace with your neighbors.
Second: you definitely need water
as a resource.”

Because the church members
reached outside their comfort
zone, the Pokota are working to
become less violent.

“Right now we are in the
church planting phase,” Simiyu
said. “We are thinking about how
to do a church in that area. We are
trying to develop people to lead
the church from within the com-
munity as well”
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Cameron Park remodels for new century

By Carmen Galvan
STAFF WRITER

Cameron Park is undergoing
a $6.9 million renovation to cel-
ebrate its 100-year anniversary this
year.

Each site in the park, excluding
Emmons Cliff and Lawson’s Point,
has received some form of renova-
tion.

The improvements include
better lighting and signage, new
railings, gazebo areas and trails.
Structural repairs for areas such as
Jacobs Ladder, a steep set of stairs
set in a slope of the park, are also
included in the project.

Funding for the project was
provided in a 2007 bond election
in which taxpayers voted in favor
of the park improvements. Major
renovation began almost immedi-
ately and is ongoing.

“The first thing we did in
Cameron Park is draw a master
plan, and from that plan we went
through and identified all the po-
tential needs and works,” Rusty
Black, parks and recreation direc-
tor for the city of Waco, said. “If
youre going to use it [Cameron
Park] as an economic instrument,

you've got to take care of it. So we
went through it, and unfortunately
in the past, some maintenance was
not funded and could not occur. So
we identified the parts of the park
that needed to be repaired, such as
the walls”

The first phase of the two-part
renovation project was completed
earlier this year, which encom-
passes the majority of the park
construction. The second phase of
the project is still under way in the
Northern Gateway location of the
park and is expected to be com-

plete by spring 2011.
While the park is undergoing
extensive renovation, planners

wished to keep the park true to its
original form.

“We wanted to renew the park
at this point in its history, and it
needed to be renovated,” Sharon
Fuller, senior planner for the city
of Waco, said. “So we wanted to
take the existing things we had and
renovate and update them, but we
also wanted to keep the history and
flavor of the original park because
there are a lot of historical ele-
ments.”

The Cameron Park Zoo is also
affected by the new construction,

according to Jim Fleshman, Zoo
director

“We benefit from more people
coming into the park, and so we
fully supported the bond issues
even though we knew we weren't
going to receive any funding from
it Fleshman said. “We fully sup-
port all the new amenities in the
park because it's more things to
do once people come to see us. If
people come into the park to do
hike and bike trails, they may not
do that all day. They may want to
come in and see us, so it’s really just
a big partnership that develops”

Cameron Park, first established
in 1910 when the Cameron family
made its first donation of land to
the city of Waco, is more than 400
acres and runs along the Brazos
and Bosque rivers for more than
three miles. The park has already
seen increased use since the im-
provements.

“We wanted, when we redid it,
to make it an improved facility so
that there is defined parking and
lighting and trails, things that will
make it a more usable area,” Fuller
said. “It has been getting heavy use
since before it was renovated, but
use has greatly increased”

MATT HELLMAN | LARIAT PHOTOGRAPHER

A Waco resident relaxes in one of Cameron Park’s many newly constructed gazebos Thursday.

Texas schools denied federal funding, reapplying

By ApriL CASTRO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion has rejected Texas' application
for $830 million in federal money
for schools and asked the state to
resubmit its request without condi-
tions.

The rejection was based on a
line in the state's application that
said Texas' constitution and laws
supersede any assurances made by
the governor in the application.
Gov. Rick Perry and the state's top
education official added the lan-
guage because, in order to get the
money, Texas must ensure that
schools will be funded at a certain
level for the next three years — an
assurance they believe is unconsti-

tutional.

Texas officials responded with a
letter Thursday saying the earliest
they could constitutionally guar-
antee the amount of money Texas
spends on schools is next July, af-
ter the next state budget becomes
law. The letter asks the Education
Department for a written commit-
ment to save the funds for Texas
until that time.

The federal money, intended to
help school districts cope with the
recession and avoid layoffs, would
help save more than 14,000 jobs in
Texas schools, according to esti-
mates from the National Education
Association.

In a letter Wednesday to Texas
Education Commissioner Robert
Scott, federal education officials
said they could not award the mon-

ey to Texas because of the "condi-
tional assurances" in its application.
They asked Scott when he believed
the state could resubmit the appli-
cation without the conditional lan-
guage. Thursday is the deadline to
submitting applications.

A spokeswoman for U.S. Educa-
tion Secretary Arne Duncan said
an alternate application, with dif-
ferent deadlines, would be avail-
able to the state in the coming days,
though she would not say how the
application was different or what
the deadlines would be.

It is absolutely possible that
Texas can get this money," said
spokeswoman Sandra Abrevaya.
"We hope to work with them and
make these funds available as soon
as possible.”

The federal law providing the
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money was approved in August. A
provision added to the bill by Rep.
Lloyd Doggett, an Austin Demo-
crat, requires Texas to promise
Washington that spending on edu-
cation will remain at a certain level
for three years. Other states only
had to guarantee funding for the
next two years.

"We would take the $830 mil-
lion tomorrow ... were working
with the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation to find any ways around
this," Perry said Thursday. "It is
really frustrating to me that we're
even going through this process,
that this congressman is playing
politics with the teachers of this
state, full well knowing that we can-
not violate our constitution."

Perry and others point to a pro-
vision in the state constitution that
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says no "appropriation of money
be made for a longer term than
two years." Perry said that means
he can't guarantee state funding in
future years.

Doggett called Perry's protests
"phony legalistic arguments.” The
congressman and other Democrats
said the provision isn't unconsti-
tutional and Perry should simply
agree to the terms so schools can
get the money intended to spare
them from layoffs.

"In another act of bad faith, the
governor knew that his alteration of
a federal application for education
funds would only delay the imme-
diate federal support that Congress
voted to provide our local schools,"
Doggett said Thursday. "Solely be-
cause of his willful alteration of the
federal application, schools across
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Texas will have millions less avail-
able now to meet local education
needs."

Democrats in Congress said
they put forth the provision, which
also would bypass state lawmakers
and send the federal aid directly to
school districts, because of the way
the state handled federal stimulus
dollars last year.

Texas lawmakers used $3.2 bil-
lion in federal stimulus money to
replace state money and ended
the legislative session with bil-
lions in the state's Rainy Day Fund,
Doggett said.

Perry said he hopes Congress
will rescind the Texas amendment.

"That would make a lot of sense,
but Lloyd Doggett is hell bent on
playing politics instead of helping
Texas."
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Fire in wetlands good for ecosystem, research

By Sara Tirrito
STAFE WRITER

The Lake Waco Wetlands pre-
scribed burn, conducted at the end
of August, benefited not only the
ecosystems in the wetlands, but
also researchers at Baylor.

The burn took place Aug. 27 in
cells one and two of the wetlands.
It was intended to cut down on
cattails and some species of woody
plants such as water willow and
Chinese tallow that were growing
too heavily.

“The purpose of the burn was
primarily to promote diversity of
wetland plants,” said Dr. Joseph
White, associate professor of biol-
ogy. “There are some woody plants
that are beginning to sprout up
and take over in the wetlands and
the burning helps set them back.
The idea is that the Waco Wetlands
should be a marsh system—it
should have fewer woody plants
and more herbaceous plants”

Nora Schell, program coordi-
nator for the Lake Waco Wetlands,

said that although the burn was
mostly successful, it was not as hot
as shed hoped because of rains that
came through around the time of
the burn.

“I wish it had burned hotter
to get rid of a lot more of the cat-
tails and willow trees,” Schell said.
“The cattails are still busting open;
they’re still blooming even though
they got scorched”

Plants like bulrush, pickerel
weed, duck potato and water lil-
ies should have a better chance to
grow and provide a broader food
source for the animals in the wet-
lands, Schell said.

The burn also benefited re-
searchers such as Dr. Bill Hocka-
day, assistant professor of geology.
Hockaday plans to use data from
ground temperature probes set out
by White’s team and soil samples
he gathered after the burn to study
the relationship between the struc-
ture of charcoal and temperature.
Studying this relationship will help
Hockaday address hypotheses
about how grasslands were able

A controlled fire in the Lake Waco Wetlands was conducted at the end of

PHoTO COURTESY OF CURTIS CALLAWAY

August in hopes of eliminating woody plants. The plants disrupt the natural
ecosystem of the wetland and are harmful to indigenous species.

to replace forests in some areas,
because he will be able to exam-
ine ancient charcoal samples and

determine whether the fires that
created the coal were hot enough
to burn down the trees in the area.

“I hope that what I see is a re-
ally nice correlation between the
charcoal chemistry and the tem-
perature from those sensors, and
if I do see that, it means that we
can use the charcoal thats pre-
served in ancient sediments to
reconstruct fire temperatures,’
Hockaday said. “There are lots of
hypotheses out there in the geol-
ogy field in particular about why
grasslands evolved in locations
where there used to be forests,
and one of the hypotheses is there
were these intense wildfires...
[that] made it possible for grasses
to become abundant, so if we can
collect charcoal from that time
period...we can tell if fires were
hot enough to kill trees or not”

Though he has studied the
relationship between charcoal
structure and temperature, this is
the first time he will be able to use
data from an actual fire to validate
his conclusions, Hockaday said.

“Im really excited to see if it
works,” Hockaday said. “T think it
will, but there’s some pretty big dif-

ferences between making charcoal
in the lab under controlled settings
[and] then a real fire that happens
in nature”

Curtis Callaway, lecturer in
the department of journalism and
media, said the project with the
wetlands also helped bring differ-
ent departments together in col-
laboration.

“[The scientists] need some-
one who can document their work
and put it in laymen’s terms, so the
public can understand it”

Journalism and media students
are getting real-world experience
in working with scientists, writing
stories, photographing and filming
for the science departments.

Hockaday said his research will
not be complete until at least next
summer because, as a new em-
ployee, he does not yet have a lab
or the equipment needed to finish
the work.

The research is a continuation
of a project he began with Dr. Car-
rie Masiello, assistant professor of
earth science at Rice University.

Extreme heat warrants extra protection, water when outdoors

By Rachel Stobaugh
REPORTER

Many students come back to
college with the intention of losing
weight or getting into shape, but
need to be aware of certain safety
precautions when exercising.

According to Dr. Sharon Stern,
medical director at the Baylor
Health Center, plenty of water
should keep students going. Elec-
trolytes are only necessary when
students go beyond their limits.
Stern also recommends a workout
buddy, so students are accountable
for one another in the heat.

Rusty Garrett, chief weather
anchor of KWTX Channel 10
News, said this summer is in the
top five hottest summers Central
Texas has seen.

“This summer nearly rivaled
the summer of 1980, which is the
hottest summer on record,” Garrett
said.

In addition to the high tem-
peratures Central Texas has seen in

the past few months, the humidity

brought about by the rain in the
past week will affect outdoor exer-
cisers as well.

“We have had 30 or more days
this summer with a temperature at
or above 100,” Garrett said.

After the rain, Waco will see
temperatures in the mid-90s, but
with the amount of moisture ab-
sorbed into the ground, “the sun
will quite literally cook that mois-
ture back into the atmosphere,
Garrett said.

These conditions will be harder
to tolerate than the dry heat with
higher temperatures.

Such extreme heat means stu-
dents need to take precautions
when exercising and going about
their day.

Richard Gochis, physical thera-
pist in the McLane Student Life
Center, runs in the heat quite of-

ten. After running each afternoon
while in the military, Gochis is tol-
erant of the heat.

“It's not that I necessarily like
the heat; ’'m just used to it,” Gochis
said. “It’s the only time I am avail-
able to run”

With Gochis’ experience in
running during the hottest hours
of the day, he has plenty of ad-
vice to give. He recommends that
if people are going to run in high
heat, they should drink throughout
the day to prepare for their work-
out.

Dehydration is not something
to be taken lightly, he said.

“Weighing before and after
your run is one way to find out
how much fluid replacement is
needed,” Gochis said. “If you stop
sweating or become thirsty, you are
already dehydrated”

Gochis advises those attempt-
ing to lose weight by working out
in the heat start slow to find their

limits.

“Stop immediately if you are
light-headed or dizzy;,” Gochis said.

Planning is key to losing weight
in a safe way while still eating right.
Exercisers should work out several
days a week, indoors if possible,
and drink plenty of water during
and after exercising.

Replenishing the body with
nutrients that will supply energy
needs to be implemented into a
healthy schedule.

If the heat is overwhelming,
play it safe in these weather condi-
tions by choosing a workout that
can be accompanied by air con-
ditioning. Because of the higher
temperatures, students are using
the SLC, rather than running the
Bear Trail.

“There were so many people,
I wasn’t even able to lift weights,”
Baylor senior Victoria Sanchez
said at the SLC on Thursday after-

noon.

Nick BERRYMAN | LARIAT STAFF

San Antonio senior Patrick Ancira runs the bear trail in the heat of the

afternoon on Thursday.
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Waco fights to decrease student dropout rates

By CARMEN GALVAN
STAFF WRITER

Waco High School and the
Waco Independent School District
are appealing their 2009-2010 aca-
demically unacceptable account-
ability ratings given by the Texas
Education Agency.

The accountability ratings are
determined from both perfor-
mance and completion measures.
The performance measures are
based on the mandatory state
TAKS test, and the completion
measures are based on the middle
school dropout rates and high
school completion, or graduation,
rates.

Both Waco High School and
Waco ISD met the performance
measures, but was prevented from

an academically acceptable rating
due to the dropout and completion
rates, Jennifer Womack, assistant
superintendent for curriculum and
instruction, said.

“There are a total of 35 [perfor-
mance] indicators, and all 35 were
acceptable or above,” Womack said.
“But, when we got to the [middle
school] dropout rate, there were
seven students in the category that
were considered dropouts”

Students are classified as drop-
outs if they were enrolled during
the previous academic year but are
not enrolled for the current aca-
demic year. Because this number
affects the accountability rating,
schools are given a “window of op-
portunity” until Aug. 30 to contact
and enroll the missing students.

Waco ISD contacted five of the
seven students during this time

frame and learned that the students
transferred to different schools.

The district asked for tran-
script request forms from the new
schools, but did not receive the
transcripts in time to properly code
the students before the school was
rated. The school was unable to
find and contact the other two stu-
dents, and they remained listed as
dropout students.

If the TEA accepts the district’s
appeal, the five students will be
properly coded and Waco ISD will
meet its completion measure, rais-
ing its accountability report to aca-
demically acceptable.

Waco High School has also
placed an appeal for a similar rea-
son.

“Waco High had a similar situ-
ation in that the performance in-
dicators were acceptable or above,

but the completion rate had a few
too many under the rate,” Womack
said.

Waco High School’s completion
measure is based on the number of
graduates from the school.

The student must graduate with
his or her class, or complete high
school during the “window of op-
portunity;” or else will be consid-
ered a dropout.

Nine students at the high school
were classified as dropouts, but the
school is not to blame, Clarence
Simmons, principal of Waco High
School, said.

Simmons said the state of Texas
passed House Bill 3, a bill mandat-
ing that incarcerated students be
recorded under a new code. This
code was not given to schools in
time for the accountability rat-
ings, which left six of the nine

Student groups break fast together

By NYDIA PEREZ
REPORTER

“Seeking Understanding: Un-
derstanding through Education”
was held by student organizations
and faculty members in an attempt
to combat anti-Islamic attitudes
sprouting up across the United
States.

Boerne senior Cristina Riley, a
member of Baylor Students for So-
cial Justice, said the event was put
on by the Baylor Interdisciplinary
Core, Center for Jewish Studies,
Middle East Studies, Student Life
Unit (Office of Spiritual Life), Bay-

lor Democrats, Coalition for Diver-
sity and Baylor Students for Social
Justice.

University Chaplain Dr. Burt
Burleson said the events Thursday
had a good response from students
and faculty at Baylor.

For the first event, the Baylor
Spiritual Life Center provided stu-
dents with doughnuts and orange
juice in a pre-dawn breakfast to
prepare for a day-long fast.

The fast was in support of Mus-
lim students fasting for Ramadan.
The breakfast, held at 5:30 a.m.,
had a turnout of 34 students and
faculty.

Burleson commented that the
breakfast had a genuinely happy
feeling.

Burleson also commented that
he was pleased with the turnout
considering that the events were
planned very quickly and most stu-
dents were informed of the events
only a few days prior.

The second part of the event, a
prayer service to encourage hope,
peace and healing for those af-
fected was held in Miller Chapel at
12:30 p.m.

“Seeking Understanding
through Liturgy” offered times
for silent prayer, group prayer and

worship music.

Members of the audience read
the Psalms in unison. Burleson said
the Psalms were chosen to read
from because they are accepted as
scripture by Christianity, Judaism
and Islam.

Riley was especially impressed
with the audience at the “Under-
standing Through Knowledge” fo-
rum that took place at Kayser Au-
ditorium.

“It was a very good turnout and
good dialogue;” Riley said. “The fo-
rum was very honest, yet respectful
and enlightening?”

high school students classified as
dropouts. Of the remaining three,
one belonged to a different school,
one had changed his name and
the third was an exchange student
from Germany who did not belong
to the class of 2009.

Both the high school and the
district filed their appeals to the
TEA in August.

If the TEA decides in favor of
Waco High School and Waco ISD,
the accountability ratings will rise
to academically acceptable for the
first time since 2007. Womack is
“optimistically hopeful” for a favor-
able decision.

The TEA could not comment
on the details of the case, but
spokeswoman Suzanne Marchman
offered a statement on the school
and district’s possibility of winning
the appeals.

“It is possible that they can win
their appeal, but we stress that [the
appeal] is not a data correction,”
Marchman said. “And so the ap-
peals process is not time for them
to correct data that they got wrong.”

Simmons is looking forward
to hearing the decision in October
and hopes the decision will bring
a positive image back to Waco
schools.

“First of all you get rid of the
label,” Simmons said. “It had noth-
ing to do with academics. We are
academically well known. Obvi-
ously it implies that it does tie in
to academics, because kids aren’t
completing the school necessary
to graduate, but if anything, it less-
ens the amount of oversight from
the TEA and school improvement
measures that you have to partici-
pate in”

Nypia PEREZ| LARIAT REPORTER

Baylor students gather at the Bobo Spiritual Life Center for an early morn-
ing breakfast during fasting for Ramadan Thursday. During Ramadan,
many individuals participate in the tradition of fasting from sun-up to sun-

down.

Acting out: students rehearse on campus

MAKENZIE MASON | LARIAT PHOTOGRAPHER

MAKENZIE MASON I LARIAT PHOTOGRAPHER

Plano freshman Patrick Herndon, Austin junior Emily Smith, and Burnet senior Jeff Wittekiend rehearse for director Andrew Saenz, a Round
Rock senior, who is taking an advanced directing class Thursday

Burnet senior Jeff Wittekiend, Lewisville sophomore Nellsyn Hill, and Col-
orado Springs, Colo. freshman Kevin Wilson rehearse for director Andrew
Saenz, a Round Rock senior, who is taking an advanced directing class
Thursday

Hermine death toll rises  |gnnckentie LicensedMassageThe, |

By Paut ]. WEBER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The
death toll from flooding caused
by the remnants of Tropical Storm
Hermine climbed Thursday after
Texas authorities recovered the
body of a missing swimmer and an
Oklahoma driver drowned trying
to cross a swollen creek.

At least four people have died
in Hermine-fueled flooding, and
three other people were still miss-
ing.

Authorities near San Antonio
recovered the body of Derek Joel-
Nelson Clemens, 23, who along
with a friend was swept away while
swimming in the Guadalupe River.
Crews were searching for his friend
Thursday but held dim hopes of
finding his friend alive.

Both went missing Wednesday
as flash floods fueled by the storm
hit parts of Texas before the rain
moved into Oklahoma, Arkansas
and Missouri.

The flooding has killed at least
two motorists in Texas and others
are still missing.

In eastern Oklahoma, a
19-year-old man drowned after his
vehicle was swept off the road early
Thursday. The Oklahoma Highway
Patrol said it's unclear whether

Jackie Warford was thrown from
his vehicle or crawled out to try
to swim to safety, but he became
tangled in brush.

Hermine packed a relatively
light punch when it made landfall
Monday night, and many Texas
residents said they felt unprepared
for Wednesday’s sudden flooding.
It forced more than 100 high-water
rescues, though not all were suc-
cessful.

More than a dozen rescuers
tried to save a 49-year-old man
Wednesday who apparently drove
his pickup truck into a flooded
crossing near Alvarado.

His body was found hours later.
Another person died in a vehicle
submerged by water from a swol-
len creek near Austin, the National
Weather Service said.

Jason Dunn, a forecaster at the
National Weather Service in Texas,
said even when tropical storms
lose their power over open water,
they can still carry tremendous
amounts of rain across land.

“A good majority” of fatalities
from tropical systems come from
inland flooding, Dunn said.

Hermine was the third tropi-
cal system this year to hit the Rio
Grande Valley, a flood-prone area
that encompasses northeastern
Mexico and southeastern Texas.
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INCREASE from Page 1

generation students attracted to
Baylor’s “premier academic pro-
grams” and minority students
whose siblings followed them to
Baylor.

“Many of our minority students
attend because a family member
has come before them and had
positive  experiences,”  Palacios
wrote. “It is great to see sisters and
brothers come through Baylor.”

With these large enrollment
numbers, Baylor can influence
more lives, Jackson said.

“I think the great news is we've
got more Baylor bears,” Jackson
said.

“I'm high on this university. I
think Baylor’s a great institution,
and I think within reason the more
students we can impact the lives of
through our mission and vision,
the more opportunity we have to
make a difference in this world.
What we need to do now is look
at the number of students we have
coming to Baylor and make sure
were able to continue to offer an
excellent educational environment
for them.”

ISLAM fompaget ———

Islam. Dr. Mark Long, director of
Middle East studies and associate
professor of the Honors College,
cites many Americans’ inability to
distinguish the various complexities
of the Islamic community.

“There are some Americans who
looked at 9/11 and said, “This was
done by Islam’ They havent really
differentiated the extremists from
the great majority of Muslims who
are peace-loving people,” Long said.

Organizers of the project are
Imam Rauf, his wife Daisy Khan
and Sharif el-Gamal, a real estate in-
vestor from New York. Rauf is cur-
rently the imam of Masjid al-Farah
mosque in lower Manhattan and
practices Sufism, which is a mysti-
cal form of Islam condemned by
extremists. He is an advocate for im-
proving relations between Islam and
the West.

Park51 and its organizers have
a stated mission to promote an un-
derstanding of Islam. Its leaders also
plan to create interfaith dialogue
between Islam and other religions,
such as Christianity and Judaism,
while advancing religious and cul-
tural tolerance.

Long said Americans need to
know their support of Park51 means
supporting something al-Qaida and
the terrorists responsible for Sept. 11
would most certainly oppose.

“You can anticipate that one of
the most vocal opponents of Park51
would be Osama Bin Laden because,
as I have looked at extremist mes-
sages over the last several years, the
leadership of al-Qaida has routinely
spoken out against any attempts to
have interfaith dialogue and to pro-
mote an understating of a peaceful
and tolerant Islam,” Long said.

Al Siddigq, president of the Islam-
ic Center of Waco, said he doubts
Islamophobia is prevalent in Waco.

“The majority is very under-
standable and open to understand,”
Siddiq said.

Saddiq said Baylor as a universi-
ty can do its part in fighting anti-Is-
lamic sentiment in its student body
by planning events on campus that
promote interfaith dialogue.

Sugar Land freshman Arusha
Manasia said she is comfortable in
her faith as a Muslim at Baylor and
is open to learning about other re-
ligions, such as Christianity, which
she believes helps her grow stronger
in her own faith.

Manasia said Baylor could take
steps to educate its students on other
faiths.

“If there was a speaker in Chapel
that was Muslim, I think that would
be interesting,” Manasia said. “You
know what you believe in and at the
same time you are aware of what
other people believe. If youre more
knowledgeable, youre stronger in
your own beliefs”

Dr. Marc Ellis, director of the
Center for Jewish Studies, cites the
policy Baylor has against hiring
professors that are not of Christian
or Jewish faith as a hindrance to
fighting any possible anti-Islamic
sentiments that may be present on
campus.

“One of the ways to mutual un-
derstanding at Baylor would be to
work towards changing that rule,
and to get Muslims on campus who
can speak from their own tradi-
tions,” Ellis.

“We can discuss differences as
well, but we can have an intelligent
discussion informed by the human-
ity of the other”

BEARS from page

age in front of people is important,”
Jackson said. “Video will be used not
to replace the bears but instead in-
corporate the image of our live mas-
cots into sporting events.”

Federal Code of Regulations
2.131(c)(1) describes the handling
of animals: “During public exhibi-
tion, any animal must be handled
so there is minimal risk of harm to
the animal and to the public, with
sufficient distance and/or barriers
between the animal and the general
viewing public so as to assure the
safety of the animals and the public”

Chamber is still dedicated to car-
ing for the health and safety of the
bears, while sticking to their mis-
sion of educating the greater Waco
community about North American
Black Bears.

“We look forward to continued
interaction with Baylor’s mascots
for many years to come,” Fitzgerald
said.

QURAN fomreses

rorists” who would use it to recruit
future radicals.

After Jones accused him
of lying, Musri said the pastor
“stretched my words” at the press
conference.

“I think there was no confusion
to begin with. When we stepped
out of the church, we had an agree-
ment to meet in New York,” Musri
said. He added that Jones “said his
main reason for stopping the event
was that it would endanger the
troops overseas, Americans travel-
ing abroad and others around the
world”

Musri said he told the pas-
tor “that I personally believe the
mosque should not be there, and
I will do everything in my power
to make sure it is moved,” Musri
said. “But there is not any offer
from there (New York) that it will
be moved. All we have agreed to is

ameeting, and I think we would all
like to see a peaceful resolution”

Musri said Thursday night that
he still plans to go ahead with the
meeting Saturday.

In New York, the leader of the
Islamic center project, Imam Fei-
sal Abdul Rauf, issued a statement
saying he was glad Jones had de-
cided not to burn the Quran but
that he had spoken to neither the
pastor nor Musri.

“We are not going to toy with
our religion or any other. Nor are
we going to barter,” Rauf said. “We
are here to extend our hands to
build peace and harmony”

Jones' decision to call off the
Quran burning was made after a
firestorm of criticism from lead-
ers around the world. The pope
and several other Christian leaders
were among those urging him to
reconsider his plans, which gener-

ated a wave of anger among Mus-
lims. In Afghanistan, hundreds
of Afghans burned an American
flag and chanted “Death to the
Christians” to protest the planned
Quran burning.

Obama told ABCs “Good
Morning America” in an interview
aired Thursday that Jones plan “is
completely contrary to our values
as Americans.”

“And as a very practical matter,
I just want him to understand that
this stunt that he is talking about
pulling could greatly endanger our
young men and women who are in
uniform,” Obama said.

Pentagon spokesman  Geoff
Morrell confirmed that Gates
called Jones about 4 p.m. EST
Thursday — shortly before the pas-
tor’s announcement. During the
“very brief” call, Gates expressed
“his grave concern that going for-

ward with this Quran burning
would put the lives of our forces at
risk, especially in Iraq and Afghan-
istan,” Morrell said.

Morrell said earlier that the
decision to issue a personal ap-
peal was not easy because it could
provoke other extremists “who, all
they want, is a call from so-and-so.”
After Gates call to Jones, Morrell
said the secretary’s “fundamental
baseline attitude about this is that
if that phone call could save the life
of one man or woman in uniform it
was a call worth placing”

Husain Haqqani, Pakistan’s
ambassador to the U.S., thanked
Obama, Gates and other admin-
istration officials for their efforts.
“This is definitely a positive mo-
ment in showing America’s toler-
ance and pluralism and should not
go unappreciated in the Muslim
world,” Haqqani said.

Suzanne McHenry is no feather in the wind.
Every day, she rises with the sun to run with the homeless.
Every day, she’s feeding her life, her career and her future.
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