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An injured youth is attended by medics, Tuesday, in a field hospital at the Jordanian battalion’s base in Port-au-Prince. The U.N. Security 
Council approved extra troops and police officers to beef up security in Haiti and ensure that desperately needed aid gets to victims.

By Bethany Moore

Staff Writer

Although the 7.0 magni-
tude earthquake and its after-
shocks have finished, those left 
in the wake of chaos and rising 
death counts in Haiti are only 
beginning to comprehend the 
effects.

“I feel like I am crazy. I 
thought the floor was shaking 
and had a little panic attack. 
I’m OK now, but I keep shak-
ing because I think the ground 
is,” said alumna Megan Rapp 
in an e-mail to the Lariat.

Rapp is a current Columbia 

University graduate student 
and was in Port-au-Prince 
working with her university’s 
research team when the earth-
quake struck.

“At first we didn’t real-
ize what had just happened,” 
Rapp said. “We then got up 
and raced down to the street 
to see if we could help. There 
were people running, children 
screaming, walls had fallen 
over, power lines were down 
and the sky was gray with 
dust.”

Despite having no prior 
medical knowledge, Rapp said 
she and her team worked the 

next few days in the United 
Nations infirmary, “simply 
trying to help in anyway pos-
sible.”

“The little girl I was with 
was so scared, yet so sweet,” 
Rapp she wrote. “I was just 
trying to make her laugh and 
smile. I told her that she was 
a princess and that princesses 
can do anything they want. 
This made her laugh, and she 
asked me if she could live in 
a palace. I said that was defi-
nitely possible! All princesses 
get to live in palaces.”

With such serious medical 
injuries and few doctors, Rapp 

said some of the children she 
helped died overnight, but she 
hopes more relief aid can get 
them the attention they need 
before it’s too late. 

After a couple of days in 
the infirmary, Rapp said the 
team emerged to find a more 
disturbing site since immedi-
ately after the earthquake.

“They said the ride was 
incredible,” Rapp said. “Dead 
bodies in the street, fights and 
violence beginning, looting 
of stores, chaos and tension 
brewing. My professor said 

By Bethany Moore

Staff Writer

 
Five laptops and other items 

totaling approximately $5,500 
were stolen from five students 
on Saturday, Dec. 13 in Alexan-
der Hall.

The items were stolen from 
various study rooms on the sec-
ond and fourth floors and the 
basement, where students had 
left them for a brief time while 
studying for finals.

Baylor Police Chief Jim Doak 
said the police department is 
still searching for the culprit but 

currently has no leads about the 
identity of the thief.

Palm Harbor, Fl. sophomore 
Nathaniel Dolan, had more than 
$1,950 worth of possessions sto-
len from him, when he left his 
back pack with a TI calculator, 
Macbook laptop, biology and 
calculus book in a study room. 

“I was gone only 15 or 20 
minutes and came back to find 
my backpack was missing,” 
Dolan said. “I asked the guys 
around me if they had seen it, 
thinking it was a prank, and no 
one had seen it. I was getting 
nervous at this point so I con-

tacted my CL, and we called and 
reported it stolen. That’s when I 
realized I wasn’t the only one 
stolen from.”

The other students stolen 
from were Jonesh Patel, who 
had $800 worth stolen, Robert 
Harris, who had $750 worth 
stolen, Azaan Ramani, who had 
$700 worth stolen, and Justin 
Daugherty, who had his laptop 
stolen from him.

Dolan said he is amazed that 
something like this could hap-
pen, especially in the dorms, 
given their security measures.

“That‘s my home,” Dolan 

said. “I spent eight months out 
of the year there, and now I 
just don’t feel safe in my own 
home.”

Tim Powers, associate di-
rector for Campus Living and 
Learning, explained that many 
of these thefts are due to stu-
dents who allow strangers to 
“tailgate,” or follow them into 
the dorm without swiping an 
ID.

“Baylor students are kind, po-
lite and care, but in this instance 
students need to be aware,” he 

By Caty Hirst

Staff Writer

If given the opportunity, 
Baylor would not hire Bill Gates, 
the founder of Microsoft. Baylor 
would not hire James Watson, 
a co-discoverer of DNA, or Ste-
phen Hawking, a leading physi-
cist in quantum cosmology. 
Why? Because these great men 
are not Christians or Jews. 

Some members of the Baylor 
community believe the lack of 
religious diversity in the faculty 
could detract from students’ 
learning experiences. In contrast, 
others feel the faculty’s unity on 
religion represents Baylor’s mis-
sion as a Baptist university. 

Dr. Chris Van Gorder, assis-
tant professor of world religions 
and Islamic studies, believes 
students should have the oppor-
tunity to learn from professors 
of other faith traditions.

“It is problematic because 
students miss valuable oppor-
tunities to learn directly from 
people of other faith traditions,” 
Van Gorder said. “And as Chris-
tians we have nothing to fear 
when it comes to seeking the 
truth.” 

San Diego sophomore Su-
zanna Nelson came to Baylor 
to join the equestrian team and 
regrets that Baylor offers so few 
opportunities to expand her 
global mindset. 

“At the end of the day, I came 
to college to get a well-rounded 
education and by having an all 
Judeo-Christian faculty, I feel 
that I am missing out on other 
global perspectives that would 
be helpful to a well rounded lib-
eral education,” Nelson said.

However, Dr. James Bennig-
hof, vice provost for academic 
affairs and policy, said Bay-
lor desires to hire people from 

Judeo-Christian backgrounds 
to help to provide a Christian 
perspective on a wide variety of 
topics. 

“I think that we view Baylor 
as a community, much of which 
is based on our faith identity,” 
Bennighof said. “And for pro-
fessors to have the ability to be 
in conversation with one anoth-
er and with students about faith 
related issues is very important 
to us.” 

Bennighof stresses how im-
portant it is for professors to be 
able to walk students through 
difficult faith-related issues. 

Dr. William Bellinger, chair 
of the department of religion, 
believes religious identity is vi-
tal to the growth of students and 
having Judeo-Christian profes-
sors to help students with their 
religious identity is a necessity. 

By Jonathan M. Katz

Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti  — 
The world still can’t get enough 
food and water to the hungry 
and thirsty one week after an 
earthquake shattered Haiti’s 
capital. The airport remains a 
bottleneck, the port is a sham-
bles. The Haitian government 
is invisible, nobody has taken 
firm charge, and the police have 
largely given up.

Even as U.S. troops landed in 
Seahawk helicopters Tuesday on 
the manicured lawn of the Na-
tional Palace, the colossal efforts 
to help Haiti are proving inad-
equate because of the scale of 
the disaster and the limitations 
of the world’s governments. Ex-
pectations exceeded what mon-
ey, will and military might have 
been able to achieve so far in the 
face of unimaginable calamity.

“God has abandoned us! The 
foreigners have abandoned us!” 
yelled Micheline Ursulin, tear-
ing at her hair as she rushed past 
a large pile of decaying bodies.

Three of her children died 
in the quake and her surviving 
daughter is in the hospital with 
broken limbs and a serious in-
fection.

Rescue groups continue to 
work, even though time is run-
ning out for those buried by the 
quake. A Mexican team created 

By Sara Tirrito

Staff Writer

Though discussions are in 
progress between Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Baylor and its 
long-ago partner, the Baylor 
College of Medicine, details 
have not yet been made public 
on any possible negotiations.

“Baylor College of Medicine, 
Baylor University and Texas 
Children’s Hospital are cur-
rently engaged in discussions 
concerning the Baylor College 
of Medicine and its future as 
a strong institution providing 
world-class patient care, re-
search and medical education,” 
Interim Provost Dr. Elizabeth 
Davis said Thursday at a faculty 
meeting. “Until the terms of any 
potential solution are known, 
we are not at liberty to make any 
further public comment.”

In a letter to Baylor College 
of Medicine Tuesday morning, 
the college’s Interim President  
William Butler acknowledged 
the discussions, stating that the 
college “will remain a separate, 
non-sectarian corporation gov-
erned by an independent Board 
of Trustees.”

Butler added that while new 
affiliations are being considered, 
a merger is not.

By Liz Sidoti

Associated Press

 
   BOSTON  — In an epic upset 
in liberal Massachusetts, Repub-
lican Scott Brown rode a wave of 
voter anger to win the U.S. Sen-
ate seat held by the late Edward 
M. Kennedy for nearly half a 
century, leaving President Ba-
rack Obama’s health care over-
haul in doubt and marring the 
end of his first year in office.

Addressing an exuberant vic-
tory celebration Tuesday night, 
Brown declared he was “ready 
to go to Washington without de-
lay” as the crowd chanted, “Seat 
him now.” Democrats indicated 
they would, deflating a bud-
ding controversy over whether 
they would try to block Brown 
long enough to complete con-
gressional passage of the health 
care plan he has promised to op-
pose.

“The people of Massachu-
setts have spoken. We welcome 
Scott Brown to the Senate and 
will move to seat him as soon as 
the proper paperwork has been 
received,” said Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev. Massachu-
setts Secretary of State William 
Galvin said he would notify 
the Senate on Wednesday that 
Brown had been elected.

The loss by the once-favored 
Democrat Martha Coakley in 
the Democratic stronghold was 
a stunning embarrassment for 
the White House after Obama 
rushed to Boston on Sunday to 
try to save the foundering can-
didate. Her defeat on Tuesday 
signaled big political problems 
for the president’s party this fall 
when House, Senate and guber-
natorial candidates are on the 
ballot nationwide.

Brown’s victory was the third 
major loss for Democrats in 
statewide elections since Obama 
became president. Republicans 
won governors’ seats in Virginia 
and New Jersey in November.

“I have no interest in sugar-
coating what happened in Mas-
sachusetts,” said Sen. Robert 
Menendez, the head of the Sen-
ate Democrats’ campaign com-
mittee. “There is a lot of anxiety 
in the country right now. Ameri-
cans are understandably impa-
tient.”

Brown will become the 41st 
Republican in the 100-member 
Senate, which could allow the 
GOP to block the president’s 
health care legislation. Demo-
crats needed Coakley to win for 
a 60th vote to thwart Republican 
filibusters. The trouble may go 
deeper: Democratic lawmakers 
could read the results as a vote 
against Obama’s broader agen-
da, weakening their support for 
the president. And the results 
could scare some Democrats 
from seeking office this fall.

The Republican will finish 
Kennedy’s unexpired term, fac-
ing re-election in 2012.

Brown led by 52 per cent to 47 
percent with all but 3 percent of 
precincts counted. Turnout was 
exceptional for a special elec-
tion in January, with light snow 
reported in parts of the state. 
More voters showed up at the 
polls Tuesday than in any non-
presidential general election in 
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	 Google refuses to play 	
by China’s rules

Google has been strictly reviewing its relations with China in re-
sponse to suspicions that intruders were breaking into the private 
Gmail accounts of Chinese human-rights activists, among other 
reported attacks, according to the Official Google Blog. The attacks 
were not solely made at Google, though. The company’s investiga-
tion found that at least 20 other major companies had also come 
under attack. Google announced last month that it will no longer 
participate with Chinese censorship of Google.cn and may even 
withdraw from the country entirely. Google’s most recent official 
announcement, made on Jan. 12, stated that the company was in 
the “process of notifying those companies [that were also attacked], 
and… working with the relevant U.S. authorities.” Google is right 
to challenge China’s fear of democracy and openness. While there 
may exist policies in China not fully understood by many United 
States citizens, it’s about time a powerful company used its status 
to promote change where change must prevail. The company has 
been respectfully open about its intentions in official press releases. 
Google is counterbalancing China’s rigid and frightening emphasis 
on censorship with honesty and veracity. In the last paragraph of 
the most recent press release, the company explains, “The deci-
sion to review our business operations in China has been incred-
ibly hard, and we know that it will have potentially far-reaching 
consequences.”

	 O’Brien versus Leno “show” down
With NBC’s announcement that it will be making changes to its 

late-night broadcasting schedule, many viewers are taking sides 
in support of either Conan O’Brien or Jay Leno. The company 
announced that Leno’s last regular prime-time show will appear 
Feb. 11. The company’s plan is to move “The Tonight Show” with 
Conan O’Brien from the 11:35 time slot he received in June to 
12:05 a.m. NBC executives have claimed there was no breach in 
O’Brien’s contract. However, according to the New York Times, Fox 
Entertainment has expressed interest in having a late-night show 
starring O’Brien, if he were to find a way out of his current NBC 
contract. A line in the sand has certainly been drawn. The battle-
ground is the Internet and many bitter O’Brien-backers have made 
weapons of their Twitter feeds and Facebook statuses or profile 
pictures. The New York Times reported on Jan. 12 that O’Brien 
stated he will no longer host “The Tonight Show” if it is to show at 
12:05 a.m. NBC seems to be loving the attention and soaking up all 
the publicity it can get from this time-slot trouble.

	 Texas Tech fires head football coach
The first blow came on Dec. 21 when Texas Tech made the an-

nouncement that its head football coach, Mike Leach, was sus-
pended indefinitely, specifically from coaching in the Alamo Bowl 
against Michigan State, and that the school’s defensive coordinator, 
Ruffin McNeil, would take over until otherwise notified. The sec-
ond blow occurred a mere two days later, on Dec. 23, when Leach 
was fired from coaching based on the investigation into reports 
that he mistreated sophomore wide receiver Adam James, a player 
who was not practicing as a result of a concussion. The widely 
reported claim from James’ parents is that Leach locked James in 
a dark closet on a couple occasions with everything removed so 
the sophomore would be unable to sit. According to ESPN, Texas 
Tech officials said Leach’s actions— such as not signing a letter 
which included guidelines for handling players, refusing to pres-
ent an official statement of apology and his callous reaction to the 
school’s investigation— forced their hand in firing him. In a Dec. 
24 post-firing interview, Leach said James was an overly proud and 
lazy player and that the accusations against himself were simply 
a result of the player’s lack of playing time. Furthermore, Leach 

stated, about the incident in question, 
that he simply instructed the injured 
player to be taken “out of the light” and 

that there was never a lock involved. Leach’s former players have 
spoken out on both sides. Because of the complicated legality of 
this issue, many facts have yet to be revealed. Texas Tech has had 
poor relations with Leach for a while and this was its way of tying 
up loose ends. Firing Leach was an easy out. Instead of waiting to 
make the decision until all the details had been uncovered, Texas 
Tech sought a clean break. The university is ignoring all that this 
coach has done in the last year, simply because he refuses to dance 
when the administration says dance. 

	 Palin joins Fox News team
In case America didn’t get enough Sarah Palin in the last elec-

tion, Fox News viewers now have the opportunity to get a healthy 
dose of her from time to time. On Jan. 11, Fox News announced 
that Palin signed a multi-year contract with the conservative news 
station as a political commentator and contributor to political and 
business programs. This announcement followed quickly behind 
Palin’s November release of her memoirs, “Going Rogue,” which 
has topped best-seller lists across the nation. On Jan. 12, Palin 
made her debut on the openly conservative “O’Riley Factor.” She 
discussed topics ranging from President Barack Obama’s falling 
approval rate in the polls to criticisms of Speaker of the House 
Nanci Pelosi, calling her out of touch, to Palin’s “common sense 
conservative solutions” which she feels she represents. While 
Palin provided her commentaries, InTouch Weekly magazine was 
preparing this week’s edition, which features Palin holding son 
Trig and her daughter Bristol holding son Tripp. Palin reportedly 
grossed $100,000 for the cover, which is only $25,000 shy of her sal-
ary as Alaskan governor. The question now is: Has Palin’s celebrity 
overtaken her credibility as a politician? The answer is yes. Palin 
has become a commercialized celebrity associated with Alaska, a 
large brood of children, hunting and guns. It is only after all these 
things are remembered does one recall that she was once John Mc-
Cain’s running mate. Palin needs to decide if she is going to bask in 
the celebrity spotlight or return to her original status as a conserva-
tive politician.

	 Arenas calls gun threat “joke”

Gilbert Arenas, a Washington Wizards professional basketball 
player, pleaded guilty to one count of carrying a gun without a 
license in Washington, D.C. Arenas was charged as a result of an 
incident on Dec. 21, 2009, when Arenas, lacking license, carried 
four guns into the Verizon Center, the Wizards’ basketball arena. 
He brought the weapons in a backpack as a “joke” between Arenas 
and another player. Arenas said the two men we threatening each 
other in jest and the guns were just another “joke” in the ongoing 
banter. However, the NBA, once privy to the players’ “joke,” did 
not find it very humorous. Arenas was banned from play indefi-
nitely after Verizon Center security guards found the guns in a 
suitcase belonging to Arenas. On Dec. 24, He surrendered the guns 
to officials who also did not find the “joke” funny. Arenas pled 
guilty after striking a deal with prosecutors to ensure that only the 
minimum sentence of six months in prison be sought as opposed 
to the maximum of five years. Arenas abused his position as a 
role model and representative of the NBA. Arenas has since been 
deservingly dropped as a spokesman for Adidas, and the Wizards 
are questioning whether they will void the remaining portion of his 
six-year, $111 million dollar contract. Arenas was completely out of 
line to even think that a gun threat resembled a joke or anything of 
the kind. While he did willingly surrender the guns and admit to 
displaying poor judgment, the damage was done. He should have 
acted more responsibly and considered the influence he has as a 
public figure.

Editorial

www.BAYLORLARIAT.com © 2009, Baylor University

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2010A2 THE BAYLOR LARIAT OPINION

Editor-in-chief

City editor

Opinion editor

News editor

Entertainment 
editor

Web editor

Asst. city editor

Liz Foreman*

Sommer Ingram*

Brittany Hardy*

Nick Dean*

Jessica Acklen*

Jonathan Angel

Sarah Rafique

Copy desk chief

Editorial cartoonist

Sports editor

Sports writers

Copy editors

Staff writers

Olga Ball

Claire Taylor*

Justin Baer

Chris Derrett

Matt Larsen

Melanie Crowson

Caty Hirst

Laura Remson

Photo editor

Photographers

Advertising sales

 

Sara Tirrito

Jed Dean

Daniel Cernero

Sarah Groman

Matthew Hellman

Victoria Carroll

Aaron Fitzgerald

Taylor Harris 

	

Delivery

Web Editor

Courtney Whitehead

Randy Meinke

Jonathan Angel

* denotes editorial  
board member

Please Recycle This Issue 

What you may have 
missed while away

Opinion Policy

The Baylor Lariat welcomes reader 
viewpoints through letters to the 
editor and guest columns. Opin-
ions expressed in the Lariat are 
not necessarily those of the Baylor 
administration, the Baylor Board of 
Regents or the Student Publications 
Board. 

For the second time in nearly 20 years, NBC has chosen 
Jay Leno over a far superior comic.  

In the early nineties, the peacock network tapped Leno 
to replace Johnny Carson as the host of The Tonight Show, 
snubbing Carson’s heir-apparent, David Letterman. Now, 
NBC executives are sacrificing Leno’s successor, Conan 
O’Brien, to reiterate to the public that Jay Leno was and 
always will be late-night comedy’s shining star, despite his 
colossal failure as a prime-time fixture.

While the main issue in this debacle is how badly NBC 
botched the situation and how it will affect the lives of 
everyone involved, a secondary factor emerging from the 
rubble may be a changing of the late-night comedy genre 
altogether.

Late-night hosts try in vain to recapture the essence of 
Johnny Carson, whose charm and innovation made their 
job possible. Their efforts go so far as to take Carson’s in-
novation and make it formula, with every show adopting 
the basic format Carson’s Tonight Show standardized.

With each show being a near mirror image of its com-
petitors, the only separation lies in the quality of comedy, a 
subjective factor that executives measure solely by ratings.  

According to this flawed scale, Leno was the funniest 
host, as his brand of humor aimed at the lowest common 
denominator of society regularly trounced the ratings com-
petition.  His comedic highlights included airing said low-
est common denominator’s inability to answer mundane 
trivia questions and pointing out typos in newspapers.

Meanwhile, Conan O’Brien gained a strong following 
airing after Leno with more edgy, off-kilter humor that 
appealed more to the coveted 18-34-year-old demographic 
than Leno’s typical audience, which skewed a bit older. 

Critics worried, however, that O’Brien’s fiery red hair 
and manic personality would not be readily accepted by 
Leno’s audience when he took over The Tonight Show ear-
lier this year, and despite claims to the contrary, O’Brien’s 
quirky comedy seems to have been stifled by network 
brass since the move.

Once a beacon of light in the NBC late-night waste-
land, O’Brien’s Tonight Show quickly reduced itself to 
the mediocre precedence Leno set for the genre’s flagship 
program. They added former Late Night sidekick and 
sitcom cancellation bait, Andy Richter, as the announcer 
and removed any trace of edginess, including O’Brien’s 
trademark “string dance” and a certain self-indulgent bear, 
and settled into mainstream-pleasing boredom.

Leno’s failure in primetime (foreseen by everyone 
except NBC) and Conan’s newfound mediocrity unsurpris-
ingly led to plummeting ratings for NBC and its local affili-
ates, whose displeasure with Leno’s nightly news lead-in 
was instrumental in the network’s decision to push Leno 
back to his old time slot and relegate O’Brien to a half hour 
later, causing The Tonight Show to actually air the next day 
in the Eastern time zone.

O’Brien issued a statement saying he will not comply 
with NBC’s request to change time slots, and while the 
specific consequences of NBC’s debacle have not fully 
played themselves out, future late-night programmers will 
reflect on the network’s failure when planning new shows.

The NBC late-night comedians failed while rigorously 
adhering to a dogmatic show formula, while shows that 
bucked this trend found considerable success over the last 
decade, including former NBC reject David Letterman, 
whose Late Show on CBS is now the late-night ratings 
champion.  

Comedy Central’s The Daily Show with Jon Stewart 
and The Colbert Report offer a more satirical, biting view 
of current events while focusing on serious political topics 
and avoiding the typical late-night one-liners about the 
current celebrity sex scandal. With this approach, both 
have seen considerable ratings increases and won most of 
the major awards for late-night comedy. 

But the real winner in this situation may be Craig 
Ferguson, whose Late Late Show follows David Letter-
man on CBS.  The Scottish-born new American citizen is 
finally receiving due recognition and is poised to succeed 
Letterman, thanks in part to his blatant disregard for late-
night norms and expectations.  Ferguson has completely 
reinvented the late-night genre, while simultaneously 
keeping it recognizable.  He abandons the traditional 
setup-punchline monologue format in favor of a more 
conversational, free-flowing, largely improvisational rant 
about topics that may or may not be current.  His inter-
views are free of contrite guest set-ups and he even hosted 
his 1,000th episode without appearing on camera, opting 
to let puppets conduct the monologue and interviews. 

Conan O’Brien will rebound from this fiasco, as David 
Letterman did before him, even if it requires him to also 
move to a new network. However, the traditional late-
night comedy format may never recover. The Tonight 
Show is no longer the idol of twilight comedy. Instead, 
renegade hosts like Ferguson, Stewart and Colbert who are 
reinventing the genre are setting the stage for comedians 
to come.

NBC is a victim of entertainment Darwinian selection, 
failing to evolve its late-night format while being over-
taken by competitors who have accommodated evolving 
audiences.  If NBC continues to hinge its late-night pro-
gramming on a dinosaur, it, too, will be extinct.       

  
Chad Shanks is a contributor and journalism graduate 

student.

NBC debacle may 
permanently alter 
late-night comedy

   by Chad Shanks
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By Caty Hirst

Staff Writer

Interstate 35 in Waco could 
see some changes that would af-
fect local businesses and travelers 
on the interstate.

Though plans are not yet ap-
proved or funded, the Texas De-
partment of Transportation has 
drawn up plans to improve I-35 
from South Loop 340 to North 
Loop 340. 

Proposed improvements in-
clude making the frontage roads 
continuous across the Brazos 
River, improving and rebuilding 
ramps and bridges, and widen-
ing the shoulders and sidewalks 
along the frontage roads, accord-
ing to Kirk Krause, the assistant 
area engineer for the Texas De-
partment of Transportation’s 

Waco office. 
The project could also include 

adding crosswalks under the in-
terstate at Fourth, Fifth and 12th 
Streets. 

Alisa Polanski, I-35 project en-
gineer, said these changes could 
affect access to businesses and 
homes. 

“We have a preliminary 
schematic. It shows some of the 
potential impacts to property 
owners,” Polanski said. “There 
are some that would be affected. 
Some would probably be relo-
cated. There are some that might 
be affected by access, driveways, 
things like that.”

Tracy Maughan, co-owner of 
Buzzard Billy’s, said he is excited 
about the possible improvement 
to the interstate but nervous as 
to how it will affect his business. 

Current schematics show access 
to Buzzard Billy’s will be cut off 
by the construction. 

“Since they are going to ex-
tend the frontage road over the 
river, the on-ramp to the bridge 
will cover up the entrance into 
the restaurant,” Maughan said. 
“Since there is only one entrance 
into the property, it will be block-
ing that off and basically close 
our business.” 

Maughan said the Texas De-
partment of Transportation is 
planning to work with him to 
find ways around hurting his 
business. 

Lori Fogleman, director of 
media relations for Baylor, said 
the possible construction is good 
for the community. 

“It is one of the busiest inter-
states in Texas, and the expansion 

will provide much improved and 
safer transportation through our 
area,” Fogleman said. “The ex-
pansion will better link Baylor 
with downtown Waco through 
Fourth and Fifth Streets. It will 
provide easier, safer, more acces-
sible travel for cars, bicyclists and 
pedestrians.”

For Baylor, the construc-
tion could lead to minor access 
changes to the Robinson Tower 
parking garage and loss in green 
space, but no buildings should be 
compromised.

“All entities are working to-
gether to make sure that every-
one’s needs are met,” Fogleman 
said. 

Maughan said the construc-
tion could help his business by 
making travel safer through Waco 
and making it convenient to get 

to his business, as long as the ac-
cess problem can be solved. 

“Making the roadway safer is 
what their intentions are, which 
is a good thing,” Maughan said. 
“It will be good to have that road 
there, but there will have to be 
some changes made to make it 
work for Buzzard Billy’s.

“As a businessman, I am very 
leery about what they are going 
to do to help us get our access 
to our business,” Maughan said. 
“On the other hand, they are will-
ing talk about it to keep the access 
to Buzzard Billy’s open.” 

Fogleman said Baylor is es-
pecially excited because the con-
struction could connect Baylor 
to downtown, which would pro-
mote Baylor’s 2012 Vision. 

“I think with the planning 
that is under way right now, [the 

construction] should comple-
ment what we are doing, as well 
as downtown Waco,” Fogleman 
said. “It will provide a better 
front door to Baylor.”

Although some disruptions 
would be inevitable due to con-
struction, Fogleman said Baylor 
is optimistic about the possible 
changes. 

Krause said three other proj-
ects on I-35 in McLennan County 
have been approved and are 
funded. 

These projects will not affect 
local business owners and will 
not be taking place in Waco. 

Some of these improvements 
include widening I-35 to six lanes 
in select places and changing 
frontage roads to a one-way traf-
fic configuration.
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 The lightness in my dark:
OALA supports, inspires 

By Stephanie Lee

Reporter

The cool, crisp chill of the air 
was present as I walked across 
the Baylor campus with my mom 
beside me one fall day in 2007.

I was struggling with an im-
portant decision that could po-
tentially change my life, but I 
finally felt a sense of peace as I 
walked.

My decision was difficult. 
Should I continue to be unhappy? 
If I transfer, will I let my family 
down? How will this affect me?

I have been blind since birth, 
and it has been challenging. Dur-
ing the course of my life, I have 
overcome many unforgettable 
obstacles.

Many of these were and con-
tinue to be difficult. 

For example, I constantly have 
to depend on people to take me 
to various places.

I wish I had a car at my dis-
posal, because right now, I feel 
trapped anytime I wish to go 
anywhere on my own.

In October of 2007, I attended 
Texas A&M University, and I can 
honestly say that I experienced 
one of the lowest points in my 
life.

However, I also learned so 
much from this experience.  A 
person should never make a 
hasty decision, no matter what 
anyone may say.  My decision to 
attend this university was a quick 
one because I was not sure where 
I wanted to further my educa-
tion. My sister graduated from 
A&M so I knew about the tradi-
tions and also knew the academic 
programs were nationally recog-
nized. 

Little did I know, the decision 
was too wrong, too quick.

As a blind student, there are 
many things to consider when 
picking the right university. How 
large is the campus? How long is 
the walk from building to build-
ing? Is there anything that could 
hinder me from being indepen-
dent?

While attending A&M, I was 
literally in the dark and alone.  
My classes were large, consist-
ing of 100 or more students.  The 
professors did not take the time 
to get to know me on a personal 
level.  After midterm grades were 
released, I had an F in one course.  
I am an A/B student, so failing is 
not consistent with my behavior. 
I spoke with this professor, and 
he told me that since I was failing 
his course, I didn’t deserve to be 
at A&M.  

When I would get lost walk-
ing to class, the students did not 
help me and were very rude.  
They would simply walk by as if 
I was not there.

While I was there, I also got 
stopped by a police officer for 
jaywalking.

My A&M journey ended in 
November of that year when I 
was admitted into Baylor. My 
hometown of West is just 20 miles 
north of Waco, so I was familiar 
with the university.

I attended many summer mu-
sic camps there while in high 
school and liked the campus at-
mosphere.

My mom always told me to ap-
ply, but I was ready to spread my 
wings a little.  Little did I know, I 
would end up back home.

A&M did not have a journal-
ism department, and Baylor did. 
I love to write, and at Baylor I 
could express this love in the 
journalism program. Maxey Par-
rish, senior lecturer of journalism, 
had a strong influence when I de-
cided to attend. He encouraged 
me and told me that my Baylor 
experience would be rewarding.

When I visited the campus, I 
made an appointment with the 
Office of Access and Learning 
Accommodation, also known as 
OALA, and I finally realized that 
I was in a place where I would 
be welcomed and known by my 
name (not just an identification 
number).

At OALA, I was welcomed 
with open arms.

That particular day, they pro-

vided the light that lifted my 
darkness. I was amazed.

In the fall of 2008, my Baylor 
journey began.

My professors also welcomed 
me despite my blindness. I was 
treated as a sighted student, and 
that is exactly what I wanted.

My two years at Baylor have 
been nothing short of phenom-
enal. I regret that I was unable to 
attend this great university dur-
ing my entire college career. 

During these two years, OALA 
has gone above and beyond its 
job description.

When I have needed anyone 
on staff, they’ve been there to 
lend a helping hand.

Whether I needed help with 
an assignment, someone to tran-
scribe or read exams, take me to 
and from class, or just to be there 
for me when I have a rough day, 
OALA does nothing short of help-
ing me to its fullest potential.

My two years as an OALA 
student have made me shine be-
cause of the support the staff has 
provided, and I can honestly say 
that OALA taught me that being 
at a four-year institution should 
not be so overwhelming, and the 
student is a top priority.

I truly believe that OALA 
made my darkness bright, and 
because of that, I will do my best 
to shine now and in the future.

Denton freshman Daniel Such maneuvers around Houston freshman Keith Boney for a scoring goal 
during a soccer game with fellow Penland residents Tuesday afternoon in Bear Park. 

Matt Hellman | Lariat staff

Kicking off a new semester

The Lariat Blog: baylorlariat.wordpress.com

“I was treated 
as a sighted 
student, and 
that is exactly 
what I want-
ed.”

Stephanie Lee
Reporter
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Rebekah Naylor, M.D. and Interim President Dr. David Garland attend 
the Distinguished Alumni Awards on Friday at the Cashion Academic 
Center. Naylor received recognition for spending 28 years in Bangalore, 
India, as a medical missionary.

Daniel Cernero | Lariat photographer

by laura remson

staff writer

The once-a-year black tie re-
ception and banquet honoring 
Baylor’s Distinguished Alumni 
was held Friday and paid tribute 
to four new recipients. Among 
these honorees is Rebekah Nay-
lor, M.D. 

“This recognition is the high-
est honor that can be awarded 
to an alumnus or alumna of the 
university,” Emily Tinsley said, 
president of the Baylor Alumni 
Association. “It cannot be bought, 
it’s not for sale. It must be earned 
through a meaningful lifetime. 
Those who are honored tonight 
are indeed the beacons of what 
Baylor continues to mean to our 
students, to the state, to our na-
tion and to the world.”

This year’s winners are Bob 
R. Simpson (’70), chair and co-
founder of XTO Energy Inc.; 
Robert C. Zamora (’65), a Baylor 
basketball player and retired su-
perintendent of South San Anto-
nio ISD; and Dr. James Kroll (’69), 
director of the Columbia Region-
al Geospatial Service Center and 
the Henry M. Rockwell professor 
of forestry at Stephen F. Austin 
State University.

Dr. Rebekah Naylor, was cho-
sen for her work as a medical 

missionary in Bangalore, India.
Winners of this award are con-

sidered to be a cut above the rest, 
said  communications coordina-
tor for the Baylor Alumni Asso-
ciation Julie Copenhaver. 

“We have humanitarian 
and religious awards, but these 
people have gone above and be-
yond,” Copenhaver said.

In years past, there have been 
many notable winners, some of 
which have Baylor’s buildings 
named after them, including Earl 
C. Hankamer (1965), W.R. Poage 
(1967) and Drayton McLane, Jr. 
(1991).

  More recent winners include 
university presidents, mayors, 
businessmen and women, ath-
letes and Hal C. Wingo, who in 
1995, was the international editor 
and assistant managing editor of 
People Magazine. 

Naylor chose to attend Baylor 
because it was close to her home 
in Fort Worth and because of its 
Baptist affiliation. After graduat-
ing in 1964, Naylor went to Van-
derbilt Medical School and then 
on to a surgery residency at the 
University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School at Dallas.

Unlike the other graduates at 
the time, Naylor was a woman. 
Although she was the first fe-
male graduate from the surgical 

program, Naylor said she didn’t 
concern herself with it.

“I didn’t really give [it] that 
much thought,” Naylor said. “I 
worked very hard and did just 
what my peers were doing, so the 
gender issue wasn’t really impor-
tant to me. “

After the program, Naylor 
knew what her first job would 
be.

“God had called me to be a 
medical missionary when I was 
thirteen years old,” Naylor said. 
“So when I applied to Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
for appointments, the place they 
needed a surgeon was in India, 
in a new hospital, and I agreed 
to go.”

As a medical missionary, Nay-
lor not only performed surgeries 
at the hospital in Bangalore, but 
also provided spiritual guidance 
for those she helped. 

“My purpose in being there 
was to tell people about Jesus 
Christ,” Naylor said. “I had many 
opportunities to do that; with my 
patients, people in the hospital as 
well as through churches.”

Naylor said that during her 
time in India, she saw thousands 
of people come to Christ and the 
start of hundreds of churches. 

While there were many stories 
that have stayed with her, Naylor 

said that it’s how her work mul-
tiplied out from the hospital that 
means a lot. As people she has 
worked with went home, they 
told their family and friends, 
spreading the word.

“Any person that you see come 
to know Jesus – it’s a thrilling 
and exciting thing,” Naylor said. 
“People who come to the hospi-
tal, maybe I operated on them. 
They were made well physically, 
and then to see them made whole 
spiritually at the same time. And 
to go back home and share their 
new faith with their families and 
neighbors is just very exciting. “

Twenty-eight years after be-
ginning her work in India, Nay-
lor returned to her home in Fort 
Worth to be a faculty member at 
UT Southwestern Medical School 
and to direct student education in 
the department of surgery.

Naylor said that she misses 
the warm, friendly, hospitable 
people of India and still has the 
opportunity to visit once or twice 
a year. 

Next month, Naylor intends 
to continue her life mission as 
a health care consultant with 
Baptist Global Response, where 
she will be telling her story of 
medical missions and recruiting 
volunteers for overseas medical 
work.

BAA honors missionary doctor

S.T.E.P.S. program helps students, encourages success 
by neely guthrie

reporter

Renee John was on entirely 
new ground when she stepped 
onto Baylor’s campus as a junior 
transfer student. She came from 
New York City and didn’t know a 
soul. But, when John heard about 
S.T.E.P.S., or Students Together 
Encouraging Peer Success pro-
gram, everything changed.

S.T.E.P.S. is a multicultural 
program created for the purpose 
of fostering mentoring relation-
ships between students of color. 
These relationships help fresh-
men and transfer students  make 
a smooth transition to and flour-
ish at Baylor.

“I didn’t know anyone, so it 
was an entirely new environment 

and I didn’t know how to plug 
into Baylor,” John said. “It was 
cool to talk to my mentor, and 
just get advice about where to get 
my hair done or where to eat.”

The program, in its third year,  
comprises 12 upperclassmen 
mentors and 12 mentees and is 
designed to last for two semes-
ters.

 An upperclassman pairs with 
a freshman or transfer student 
to provide a helpful relationship 
and ultimately assists in finding 
a way for the mentee to get in-
volved in campus life.

Houston senior Jason Bushnell 
heard about the program from a 
Campus Living and Learning e-
mail and decided to apply to be 
a mentor.

“A large extent of my interac-

tion with my mentee throughout 
the semester has been academic, 
meeting several times a week to 
go over school work or papers,” 
Bushnell said.

Bushnell plans to go to gradu-
ate school for student affairs and 

said his involvement in this 
program has solidified his deci-

sion. 
“It’s reawakened me to the 

various difficulties of a first year 
college student and reminded me 
why I’m going into the field I’m 
going into,” Bushnell said.

Each mentor and mentee pair 
is encouraged to contact one 
another at least once a week, al-
though it is not mandatory.

“Mentors and mentees are 
matched based on similarities, 
such as field of interest and per-
sonality. Two quiet people may 
get along better than people who 
can’t relate as well,” Ida Jam-
shidi, a coordinator for S.T.E.P.S. 

and a graduate apprentice in the 
department of multicultural af-
fairs, said.

Jamshidi also said that men-
tors undergo training before men-
toring and that they are equipped 
with contact information for the 
Health Center, Tutoring Center, 
Career Services and Career Coun-
seling so they can refer their men-
tees to more specified instruction 
in areas they may need it.

 Mentors also have continued 
training throughout the semester 
to prepare them for any matter 
that may arise with their mentee, 
Jamshidi said.

Throughout each  semester, 
there are a few organized events 

for mentors and mentees to at-
tend together. The S.T.E.P.S. in-
formation packet includes that 
mentors will receive complimen-
tary tickets to selected events and 
banquets throughout the year to 
attend with their mentees. 

There is also an event during 
the spring semester honoring all 
of the mentees and mentors in the 
program.

The program is not very large 
or well-known, Jamshidi said.

“A lot of people don’t know 
about the program because it is 
relatively new.” Jamshidi said. 
“In the future we hope to have 
small events in conjunction with 
Baylor events.”

by paul j. weber

 associated press

SAN ANTONIO — Gov. Rick 
Perry lashed out Tuesday at a 
plan by President Barack Obama 
that would effectively let local 
Texas school districts circumvent 
the state’s decision to not com-
pete for millions in education re-
form dollars.

Obama singled out Texas on 
Tuesday while outlining a pro-
posed $1.35 billion expansion of 
the “Race to the Top” education 
grant program, which Perry has 
denounced as a federal takeover 
of public schools. The program is 
currently only available to states, 
but Obama’s proposal would let 
local school districts compete 
directly for funding down the 
road.

“Innovative districts like the 
one in Texas whose reform efforts 
are being stymied by state deci-
sion-makers will soon have the 

chance to earn funding to help 
them pursue those reforms,” said 
Obama, speaking at a Virginia el-
ementary school.

Perry pounced on that com-
ment later in San Antonio.

“If you need any evidence that 
the federal government is bound 
and determined to intrude even 
farther into state affairs, look no 
farther than today’s news,” he 
said.

Perry went on to call the 
proposal “further interfering in 
state and local affairs” and said 
it shows the Obama adminis-
tration’s “clear disdain for our 
rights.”

Texas has been among the 
most visible opponents of “Race 
to the Top” since Perry made his 
decision last week to not compete 
for up to $700 million in grants. 
Texas Democrats have criticized 
the move, and some school dis-
tricts have expressed regret over 
Perry passing up the money.

The deadline to apply for the 
program was Tuesday.

Officials expect more than 30 
states to apply, and the Education 
Department is expected to an-
nounce its first of two rounds of 
grants in April. The $4.3 billion in 
competitive grants is part of the 
economic stimulus plan.

State Education Commis-
sioner Robert Scott joined Perry 
in San Antonio, where they un-
veiled a proposal that would 
make it easier for high school 
dropouts to take classes online 
and obtain their diplomas.

Scott said there are no barriers 
that would prohibit Texas school 
districts from directly competing 
for or taking federal money. But 
he cautioned against school dis-
tricts going that route.

For one thing, Scott said, 
schools would have to create cur-
riculums that met both state and 
federal standards.

Perry criticizes Obama grant plan

“It’s reawakened me 
to the various 

difficulties of a first 
year college student.”

Jason Bushnell
S.T.E.P.S. Mentor
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Baylor girls represent at Miss Texas Pageant
by erin nipper

reporter 

Most people can’t explain 
what butt glue is.

“I had never heard of it before 
I went to Miss Texas,” Coppell 
senior DaNae Couch. “You put it 
on your swimsuit during lifestyle 
and fitness competition so that 
it doesn’t ride up while you are 
walking across the stage.”

Couch was first-runner-up for 
the title of Miss Texas last year 
and said did not know what she 
was expecting when she entered 
the pageant world.

“I didn’t realize how much 
work it is,” Couch said. “I watch 
the girls on Miss America on TV 
and assume they’ve been prac-
ticing their talent for years, and 
modeling for years. I think that 
so many people watch pageants 
and think that it’s just modeling 
on stage, but it’s so much more 
than that.”

Coppell sophomore Kathryn 
Dunn agrees that pageants have 
little to do with physical beauty.

“When you win Miss Texas 
you have so many opportunities 
to meet and influence people. 
Anyone can better themselves,” 
Dunn said. Bettering oneself is 
exactly what the Miss America 
Organization is about.

“The girls earn scholarship 
money for school, experience 
personal growth, enhance their 
communication skills and get the 
opportunity to network and be 
involved in their communities,” 

said Duc Nguyen, Executive Di-
rector of the Miss Southeast Texas 
pageant, a preliminary to Miss 
Texas.

“I ended up getting $8,000 to-
wards my Baylor tuition,” said 
Dunn, who placed in the top 
five at the pageant last summer. 
Couch said she earned $7,800 for 
school, and while potential schol-
arship money is one reason girls 
choose to participate in the pag-
eant, the Miss America and Miss 
Texas Organizations build up 
more than financial security for 
college; they build character.

“I’ve learned how to be a lead-
er and a servant-leader,” Couch 
said.

Couch and Dunn are not the 
only two girls from Baylor to 
participate in the Miss Texas pag-
eant, and they are not the only 
two who have made an impres-
sive showing.

“My last two titleholders 
have been from Baylor,” Nguyen 
said.” Most of the girls from Bay-
lor have done well at the Miss 
Texas pageant.”

But why have they done well? 
Is it something in the Waco wa-
ter?

“I think one of the great things 
that I’ve learned here at Baylor is 
how to be a leader,” Couch said. 
“I am involved in a lot of organi-
zations on campus, most of which 
deal with helping others. Any-
one who wants to be Miss Texas 
or Miss America should know 
how to do those things. Miss 
America enriches lives. I think if I 

would’ve gone to another school 
I wouldn’t fully understand what 
that means.”

Women who participate in the 
pageant compete in four phases 
of competition: private interview, 
lifestyle and fitness in swimsuit, 
talent and presence and poise in 
an evening gown.

It is not uncommon for those 
who are unfamiliar with pag-
eants to have a misconception of 
the girls who choose to partici-
pate in them.

“For some reason this soci-
ety doesn’t want to see beautiful 
women succeed in life,” Dunn 
said. “Of course if they are com-
peting in a pageant, where it 
seems like they are being judged 
on their physical beauty, they will 
do whatever they can to tear that 
apart.”

Couch sympathized with 
Dunn.

“Most people think that 
tongue-in-cheek it is called a 
scholarship organization,” Couch 
said. “It’s not about compliment-
ing your physical beauty, it liter-
ally is a scholarship organiza-
tion.”

At the Miss Texas Winter 
Meeting held on Saturday, the 
reigning Miss Texas, Kristin Blair, 
spoke to title holders who will be 
competing for the Miss Texas title 
this June in Arlington. 

“It is a privilege for you to be 
here … You are a part of some-
thing great,” Blair said.

Blair will leave Thursday for 
Las Vegas, where she will com-

pete for the Miss America crown 
on January 30.

She previewed her Miss 
America competition wardrobe 
to guests at a dinner on Saturday 
night following the meeting.

“Kristen is such a wonderful 
role model for all of us,” Couch 
said. “She’s a wonderfully articu-
late, fit, talented young woman 

that I expect to do great things 
at Miss America. We are lucky to 
have her as our representative.”

Dunn believes that being a 
role model starts long before the 
Miss Texas crown is placed  on a 
girl’s head.

“It starts the minute you walk 
onstage at a local [pageant]. You 
have to be Miss Texas all the 

time,” Dunn said.
Although Dunn has a goal to 

be Miss Texas, she said she still 
down to Earth.

“I am not your typical pag-
eant girl,” Dunn said. “During 
the week, I’m Baylor Kathryn. 
On the weekends, I’m pageant 
Kathryn.”

By Associated Press

 
   WASHINGTON — American 
military officials are pressing 
ahead with a new infusion of 
troops in a bid to break a logjam 
blocking critical supplies from 
reaching desperate Haitian earth-
quake refugees.

Some 800 Marines moved 
ashore Tuesday in Haiti, ferry-
ing supplies on helicopters and 
Humvees as the U.S. military 
force there swelled to as many as 
11,000.

The influx of troops comes as 
the military struggles to distrib-
ute aid throughout the country 
without setting off street riots. 
Defense officials last week ruled 
out air drops directly into unse-
cured populated areas because of 
the fear of street rioting.

But in some cases, large 
swarms of people have kept 
helicopters from landing, and 
troops were forced to drop water 
bottles into the populated areas 
instead of distributing them on 
the ground.

Capt. John Kirby, a spokes-
man for the military mission in 
Haiti, said the plan remains to 
put troops in charge of hand-
ing out supplies once they land 
instead of dropping them by air 
into city centers.

On Monday, troops secured a 
field stretching 1,800 yards long 
so that a C-17 could drop 15,000 
liters of water and 14,500 meals. 
The troops have distributed those 
rations to the population, officials 
said.

“We’re confident that the ca-
pabilities that are needed by the 
government of Haiti will be pro-
vided and can be provided and 
sustained for as long as it’s need-
ed,” said Army Maj. Gen. Daniel 
Allyn, the deputy commander for 
military operations in Haiti.

The military effort joins a 
massive search-and-rescue cam-
paign led by civilian teams from 
around the world. Officials said 
late Tuesday that 90 people have 
been rescued.

The number might not sound 

liks a lot, but for those people, 
“it’s definitely a huge success,” 
said Joe Knerr, team leader for 
the Fairfax County, Va. Urban 
Search and Rescue.

The 22nd Marine Expedition-
ary Unit that arrived from Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., includes some 
2,200 Marines, with 800 of them 
moving ashore Tuesday into the 
Leogane area, which is west of 
Port-au-Prince.

The Marine unit joins the 2nd 
Brigade of the 82nd Airborne 
Division from Fort Bragg, N.C., 
which began arriving last week 
along with several Navy ships 
and five U.S. Coast Guard cut-
ters. 

The Navy hospital ship, the 
USNS Comfort, was scheduled 
to arrive offshore in Haiti tomor-
row.

Military officials said troops 
and supplies were arriving as 
fast as possible despite daunt-
ing logistical hurdles. Allyn said 
the military has delivered more 
than 400,000 bottles of water and 

300,000 food rations in the past 
six days.

The chaotic airport was taken 
over by U.S. officials on Friday 
and is now accommodating some 
120 flights a day. Allyn said a 
runway in the town of Jacmel 
will open for C-130 flights in 24 
hours. 

Another field in the neighbor-
ing country of the Dominican Re-
public will also be used, though 
the timing remains uncertain.

The State Department on 
Tuesday raised the U.S. death 
toll in Haiti to 28. Department 
spokesman P.J. 

Crowley said the government 
has confirmed the deaths of one 
U.S. government official and 27 
private American citizens. 

And he said an unspecified 
additional number are presumed 
— but not confirmed — to have 
died.

On Monday, the confirmed 
U.S. death toll stood at 24.

Crowley said there were 
roughly 45,000 Americans in 

Haiti when the quake struck last 
Tuesday. He said that about half 
of those have dual American-
Haitian citizenship.

The department also said it 
has opened case files on about 

9,000 Americans, based on inqui-
ries into their welfare since the 
quake. 

It said it has positively ac-
counted for about 3,500 of the 
9,000. 

Dunn and Couch congratulate each other on their new titles: Miss Plano and Miss Frisco.

courtesy photo

A woman breaks through a line of US soldiers to reach disaster relief 
supplies in Port-au-Prince, Tuesday.

Associated Press

Military sends more troops in aid effort
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Freak California storm kills one woman
RAQUEL MARIA DILLON
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The second 
in a series of powerful storms 
wreaked havoc Tuesday on 
Southern Califonia, crushing a 
woman to death with a fallen tree, 
smashing windows and flooding 
coastal neighborhoods.

San Diego Sheriff’s Lt. Mike 
Munsey said the woman was 
killed when a eucalyptus tree 
with a 10-foot diameter trunk 
crushed her trailer and a neigh-
bor’s in a mobile home park near 
El Cajon. 

Emergency crews needed a 
crane to move the tree and extri-
cate her body from the wreckage 
of her home.

Los Angeles County fire of-
ficials said they would issue 
mandatory evacuation orders for 
about 587 homes in flood-prone 
foothill areas beginning early 
Wednesday in anticipation of the 
next storm.

Forecasters said thunder-
storms and what looked like tor-
nados surged ashore with fierce 
winds in Santa Barbara, Los An-
geles County beach towns and 
areas of Orange and San Diego 

counties.
In San Pedro, a working class 

neighborhood near the Port of 
Los Angeles, several blocks were 
flooded with about six feet of wa-
ter when storm drains clogged 
with debris.

Jerry Bazan spent the after-
noon sweeping several inches 
of water out of his living room, 
where toys, sodden clothing and 
furniture were strewn about and 
a thick layer of mud coated the 
floor.

Bazan said the water rose to 
about two feet in his apartment 
within a matter of minutes and 
some of it was contaminated with 
sewage. Outside, the water lifted 
a Dodge Ram truck and carried it 
down the street, he said.

“It was a heavy downpour, 
and the drainage system was 
clogged,” he said. “There was no-
where for the water to go, and it 
just rose up.”

Police said 16 people were 
displaced from flooded homes in 
the San Pedro area.

Kimmara Acosta, 51, a sales-
woman at Castle Tile in Costa 
Mesa, was sitting at her desk 
when she saw palm trees outside 
blowing horizontally.

“The wind kind of whipped 
through the parking lot, and the 
window blew in,” she said, still 
breathless a half-hour later. “It 
was like an explosion. My mind 
said ‘earthquake!’ and I ducked 
under the desk.”

The wind threw shards of 
glass across the room, but tile 
displays and the desk protected 
Acosta. 

No one was hurt.
High winds flipped a parked 

SUV onto its side and blew out 
windows in Seal Beach, but 
forecasters need to examine the 
damage and interview witnesses 
before they can confirm that a 
tornado swept through.

Santa Barbara fire officials 
said what looked like a small tor-
nado cut a path of damage across 
a residential neighborhood of 
Goleta, uprooting trees, tearing 
shingles off a roof and breaking a 
hole in a fence.

Unlike twisters in the Mid-
west that can run for miles on 
the ground, Southern California 
tornadoes tend to start as wa-
terspouts and dissipate quickly 
when they come ashore, said 
Philip Gonsalves, a National 
Weather Service meteorologist in 

San Diego.
The fast-moving band of 

thunderstorms moved on in 
minutes, leaving spotty sun-
shine as it headed into Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties. It 
left some streets underwater in 
low-lying beach communities 
and turned other roadways into 
muddy swamps. Televised re-
ports showed parked cars with 
water up to the hoods and kayak-
ers paddling through the streets 
of Long Beach.

Southbound Interstate 710 
flooded south of Interstate 405, 
trapping about a dozen vehicles 
in water and closing the freeway 
for hours, Long Beach fire spokes-
man Joshua Johnson said.

In inland San Bernardino 
County, two boys, ages 10 and 
12, were rescued from the racing 
waters in a swollen flood-control 
channel in Montclair.

Firefighters used a ladder 
to help them up, said Inspector 
Steve Zermeno of the Los Ange-
les County Fire Department.

“The water’s moving pretty 
fast,” he said. “They’re lucky 
someone spotted them when 
they did.”

Flash flood watches remained 

for areas of Santa Barbara, Ven-
tura and Los Angeles counties 
where wildfires in 2008 and last 
year stripped hillsides down to 
bare, black earth.

The chance of mudslides and 
flooding — a worry after every 
rainstorm — intensified after a 
downpour Monday dumped 2 to 
5 inches of rain in the mountains 
and left catch basins choked with 
debris.

In the foothills of La Canada 
Flintridge, just north of Los Ange-
les, residents looked on warily as 
County Public Works crews used 
bulldozers and shovels to move 
mud out of cul-de-sacs. Fist-sized 
rocks were strewn across a wind-
ing, canyon road where water 
rushed through gutters.

One homeowner, Gary Stibel, 
had lined his backyard with sand-
bags a couple of feet high and 
had covered part of the hillside 
behind his home with plastic tarp 
place to divert the floodwater. 

So far, it was keeping out rocks 
and debris, but Stibel, whose 
home was threatened by one of 
last year’s wildfires, said he knew 
he wasn’t out of the woods.

“The ground is really saturat-
ed right now from the two storms 

we had come through yesterday 
and today, so I’m really con-
cerned,” he said as he surveyed 
his work. As he spoke, it started 
to rain again. 

“Shoot! The fog is coming in 
too,” he said, gazing off toward 
the downtown Los Angeles sky-
line.

A strong jet stream was send-
ing the line of storms ashore from 
the Pacific Ocean, with the wet 
weather expected to continue 
through Thursday.

In San Jose, three people res-
cued a man from a burning car 
when it spun out on a rain-soaked 
road and hit a crosswalk sign. 

The rescuers used a knife to 
cut the man loose from his seat 
belt, then pulled him to safety 
just seconds before the car burst 
into flames, authorities said.

The man’s condition was not 
immediately known.

Interstate 5, a main state high-
way, was closed in Redding due 
to a downed line. Highway 70 
near the border of Butte and Plu-
mas counties remained closed af-
ter a rock slid onto the roadway 
Monday. 

The rock must be blasted apart 
to clear the roadway.

Russian church literature, photos move to Baylor
By Sara Tirrito

Staff writer

After losing funding, the Kes-
ton Institute at Oxford University 
transferred its collection of Rus-
sian resources to Baylor, with the 
help of Dr. Chris Marsh. Marsh, 
the Director of the J.M. Dawson 
Institute of Church-State Studies 
and Director of the Keston Center, 
has since utilized these resources 
for his upcoming book, a portion 
of which is being paralleled in a 
documentary by 12 Point Produc-
tions. 

Under the working title, “The 
Suppression, Survival, and Re-
vival of Religion in Russia and 
China,” Marsh’s book focuses on 
the perseverance of faith despite 
persecution and communism in 
the two countries.

“I’ve written on who were the 
Orthodox, and what’s the revival 
of the Pentecostal church like, 
and what are the relations like be-
tween the Orthodox church and 
the Russian government today, 
and I was going to write a book 
about that and I wanted to give 
a little bit of history,” Marsh said. 
“I just came downstairs [to the 
Keston Center] and started ac-
cessing some of this material.”

Marsh’s motivation for the 
book, which he began writing in 
2005, came from the realization 
that many people are unaware of 
the details of Russia’s history of 
religious persecution.

“Nobody really knows about 
this stuff and people are forget-
ting, and today in Russia they’re 
just kind of pretending like it 
didn’t happen,” Marsh said. “It’s 

really motivated me to write this 
sort of study I’m writing.”

Part of the book is also being 
used for a documentary, “Faith 
Defending,” which will center 
around religious persecution 
solely in Russia. 

The documentary is being 
put together by 12 Point Produc-
tions.

“We’re using Keston and 
Chris Marsh for the factual side 
and then we’re telling the story 
through the testimony of the sur-
vivors,” Producer Kevin Gonza-
lez said. “Chris’s info is absolute-
ly crucial and necessary. If I didn’t 
have it, I probably wouldn’t have 
a documentary.”

Marsh said about four gradu-
ate students have also been help-
ing to gather the necessary mate-
rials for the documentary.

Doctoral candidate Lauren 
Tapley originally became in-
volved with research at the Kes-
ton Center because of her thesis, 
which Marsh draws upon in his 
book, and is now also helping to 
find photos for the documentary.

“We have a real large photo 
collection of churches that were 
destroyed, religious prisoners, 
baptisms, a lot with KGB and 

authorities, some of the camps, 
some of homes that were invad-
ed,” Tapley said. “They gave me 
just kind of a list they wanted. I 
think it’s great that they asked 
Baylor to do it and that they’re 
using Keston because the collec-
tion is originally from Oxford; it 
gives us the chance to use it and 
opportunities that we wouldn’t 
have otherwise had.”

The production company is 
currently working on the pitch 
and plans to present it to Discov-
ery Channel in the near future.

“We’re going to put the pitch 
online as well,” Gonzalez said. 
“We’d like to be done toward the 
end of the month.”

Marsh hopes the documen-
tary will also help spark interest 
in his book.

“The story that’s being told in 
the documentary parallels chap-
ters two, three and four in my 
book,” Marsh said. 

“The book will be out this 
summer, so it’ll be out long before 
the documentary is. This way if 
people watch the documentary 
and they’re like ‘I want to read 
about this, I want to know all the 
figures,’ they’ll have the book to 
do it.”

“We have a real large photo collection of 
churches that were destroyed, religious 

prisoners, baptisms...a lot with KGB 
authorities, some of the camps, some of the 

homes that were invaded.”

Lauren Tapley 
Doctoral Candidate
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Community Coffee House aims to spark dialogue
By Katy McDowall 
Reporter

Student Government is hold-
ing a Community Coffee House 
at 7 p.m. on Jan. 28 in Barfield 
Drawing Room. 

At the event, students can en-
joy free Common Grounds coffee 
and cookies while engaging in 
conversation about education in 
East Waco. 

“This is a unique and exciting 
opportunity for students to join 
in the community-wide efforts 
to positively impact education 
in Waco and to really make a dif-
ference,” External Vice President 
Emily Saultz said. 

Students will meet and dis-

cuss specific issues regarding 
education in small groups with 
Baylor and Waco officials. 

“Students will be able to go 
more in-depth with an issue they 
are interested in,” Saultz said. 

Students can discuss reading 
programs and other initiatives 
already being carried out within 
the community and how they can 
get involved, Saultz said.  

“We’re hoping Community 
Coffee House is a way for stu-
dents to sit down and talk openly 
and candidly with administrators 
and local government officials 
about where students can fill the 
needs for volunteering in the city 
of Waco,” Kate Williams, student 
government communications di-

rector, said. 
The event will begin with a 

speech from Archie Hatton, prin-
cipal of JH Hines Elementary 
School, discussing the education-
related needs of the East Waco 
community. 

“He’s going talk about how 
Baylor students are already meet-
ing those needs and the existing 
ways for the student body to get 
involved,” Saultz said.

Student Government already 
partners with JH Hines through 
a reading program for students 
on Tuesday and Thursday after-
noons.

Following Hatton’s introduc-
tion, Greenville senior Greg Bond 
will share his experience of the 

reading program at Doris Miller 
Elementary School last semester.

Dr. Joel Scott, with the Baylor 
Leadership Program, will talk 
about the importance of devel-
oping sustainable relationships 
with the community. 

Then, the EVP Office will un-
veil their long-term vision for 
Baylor student involvement in 
education within the Waco com-
munity.

“We want it to be a shared vi-
sion for the student body,” Saultz 
said. 

The EVP’s Office wants stu-
dents to give feedback and help 
move the vision forward. Stu-
dents will have opportunity to 
give feedback during the event. 

After the introductory pre-
sentations, tables will be set up 
in Barfield where students can 
divide into smaller groups to dis-
cuss issues with representatives 
from Mission Waco, the Greater 
Waco Chamber of Commerce and 
other local organizations.

As well as discussing existing 
education initiatives, students 
will be able to discuss which 
needs are not yet being met with-
in the community.

“We’re building the bridge 
between Baylor and Waco,” Wil-
liams said.

The idea for the event came 
from the External Vice Presi-
dent Cabinet: Cypress sopho-
more Zach Rogers, ; West des 

Moines, Iowa sophomore Kelly 
Rapp; Fort Worth junior Destiny 
Henderson, and Amarillo junior 
Kelsey Jones. 

“Our focus is reaching out 
to include the Waco community 
with Baylor and we decided a 
good way to do that is through 
the means of education and en-
hancing the educational expe-
rience for people, especially in 
the elementary schools in East 
Waco,” Rogers said. 

The event promotes the EVP 
office’s platform, “It takes a vil-
lage.” 

“The village is not only Baylor 
but Baylor with the Waco com-
munity, all of us as one,” Rapp 
said. 

MED from pg.1

FINALS from pg.1

“Although we are still in dis-
cussion on the specifics of this 
relationship, it is important to 
understand that this is not a 
merger, as had been envisioned 
with Rice University but rather a 
strengthening of our longstand-
ing affiliation with Baylor Uni-
versity,” Butler wrote. “Any new 
affiliation agreement between 
Baylor College of Medicine and 
Baylor University will assure that 
BCM maintains its independence 
and importantly, its scientific and 
academic freedom. Our board is 
firmly committed to remaining 
a non-sectarian institution and 
continuing with our current non-
discrimination policy.”

Local economist Ray Perry-
man said that if an affiliation be-
tween the university and Baylor 
College of Medicine was put into 
place, it could “help raise Bay-
lor’s overall research profile.” He 
said an affiliation could provide 
lots of joint interaction.

“It would open up research 
opportunities for Baylor faculty 
to work with the people from 
the med school,” Perryman said. 
“There’s a lot of potential syn-
ergy.”

Discussions of a potential 
merger between Baylor College 
of Medicine and Rice University 
ended last week, according to a 
joint statement from Butler and 
President David Leebron of the 
two respective institutions.

“Since we signed a memoran-
dum of understanding in March 
of 2009, we have been in exten-
sive discussions in an attempt to 
meet several conditions that both 
institutions considered to be es-
sential for a successful merger,” 
the joint statement said.

“With the MOU due to ex-
pire this month, the leadership 
of both institutions decided it is 
in the best interests of both BCM 
and Rice University to strengthen 
the existing relationship without 
a formal merger.”

said. “[They] will have to ask 
them to wait to enter.”

Doak also said that the only 
way to safeguard from theft is to 
be careful where you place any of 
your belongings. You wouldn‘t 
leave your wallet lying around so 
why would you leave a laptop?” 

Along with making students 
more aware, Dolan said he also 
hopes these incidents will cause 
the university to install more 
ID scanners inside the dorms to 
keep thieves from getting into the 
rooms if they tailgate. 

“I am at fault for trusting that 
my stuff would be safe in the 
study rooms,” Dolan said. “But 
I just really wish security in the 
dorms was more strict.”
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By Brittney Herman 
Reporter

Baylor students reach out 
to the Waco community every 
Wednesday through Kings Club, 
a community-wide outreach pro-
gram with the mission of creating 
a safe and rewarding environ-
ment.

Mission Waco has developed 
this club in effort to give kids 
between the ages of six and 13 a 
“structured atmosphere, outside 
of any mischief they might get 
into,” said McKenzie Miller, Chil-
dren’s Director for Mission Waco. 
“I love that volunteers are able 
to go out and build relationships 
with kids.”

Miller has been in charge of 
Kings Club for three years now, 
and since then 10 sites have been 
added for volunteers.

“It has pretty much filled ev-
ery major housing part and ma-
jor apartment complex in Waco,” 
Miller said. “We have had two 
to three youth groups adopt the 
sites, but most of them have been 
Baylor Greek organizations or 
leadership groups.”

This past semester, Kappa Al-
pha Theta and Alpha Tau Omega 
paired up to take on a new site 
at 15th Street and Sanger Av-
enue.  Service chairs, Katie Grif-
fin and Joey Morisette made this 
community-wide effort a weekly 
philanthropy for both of their or-
ganizations. 

“We started out going door 
to door ... then, by the end you 
could tell by their faces, they 
looked forward to it, I would say 
it really impacted the kids,” said 
Griffin, a junior from Austin.

Coloring books, finger paints 
and sports games were the main 
activities these children would 

look forward to each Wednesday. 
Although these activities were 

enjoyable for the kids, “building 
relationships with the kids and 
their parents is the most im-
portant part,” said Morisette, a 
sophomore from Kingwood. “It’s 
nice to give these kids someone 
to form bonds with.”

Alpha Tau Omega had previ-
ously been at another location in 
years past, but recently changed 
its site.

“We actually had to go out 
and tell people about this in the 
community since the site was 
new,” Morisette said. “It was 
much more rewarding and you 
could tell the kids were happy to 
see us.” 

Both Griffin and Morisette 
plan to continue building strong 
relationships with these kids and 
becoming a consistent role model 
in their lives.

The volunteers focused on 
bonds with the kids last semester, 
but this semester their goal is to 
bring in Bible study, and incor-
porate a spiritual message that 
the kids can take home to their 
parents in hopes of influencing 
them.

Kings Club has been a positive 
influence in many peoples lives, 
especially kids who attended this 
backyard Bible study and now 
work at Mission Waco. 

Shay Harris attended Mission 
Waco as a young child, but now 
works in the children’s program. 

“Shay has been volunteering 
for 10 years, but how she found 
out about Mission Waco was 20 
years ago when she went to a 
Kings Club, and due to the great 
care and influence she experi-
enced there, Shay now works di-
rectly with the program,” Miller 
said.

Miller said Kings Club is 
so much more than a place for 
Greek organizations to volunteer, 
it’s a place for anyone who has a 
heart to work with children and 
make a difference in their lives, 
just like Shay.

Baylor became involved with 
Kings Club by asking to help and 
since then, it has been a part of 
this program through many dif-
ferent service organizations, and 
single volunteers who offer their 
time to those who need it.

Mission Waco began 20 years 
ago in the backyard of founders 
Jimmy and Janet Dorrell.

“They started Kings Club for 
the neighborhood kids to come,” 
Miller said. “It’s grown over the 
years, and has become part of our 
children’s program. It’s one of the 
main aspects that we have.”

Building strong relationships 
and giving the kids a solid role 
model is the most important part 
of this program.

After three years at Mission 
Waco, Miller said her favorite 
part “is to see the relationships 
that the kids build with the vol-
unteers and those children that 
become attached to them ... With 
each group we see it turn into 
something bigger than Kings 
Club.”

NEWS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2010 9THE BAYLOR LARIAT

                     
Training 
Tomorrow’s
Ministers and 
Missionaries 

e areM

GeorGe W. trUett tHeoLoGiCaL seMinarY
 offers a sound theological education based on historic 
Baptist principles. At Truett, students find:

Generous scholarships and an affordable seminary education 
Academic excellence in a community of caring, faith and learning 
A focus on spiritual formation 
A holistic approach, student-faculty interaction, and experiential learning
MDiv with a variety of concentrations; dual degrees with  
Social Work and Music; MTS; DMin 

See George W. Truett Theological Seminary for yourself. Visit us on the 
campus of Baylor University and talk with faculty and students. For more 
information visit www.baylor.edu/truett or call  
1-800-BaYLor-U, option 5.

Winter PrevieW February 4-5, 2010   
sPrinG PrevieW March 18-19, 2010

Get an in-dePtH Look.
trUett PrevieWs

Kings Club branches out, 
impacting children’s lives  

From left: Dallas senior Kelsey Howen and Waco sophomore Laura Karban spend time with a child they mentor 
through the Kings Club program which reaches out to inner-city children through volunteer activities. 
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Cutting-edge laboratory 
promises atomic research
By Sara Tirrito

Staff Writer

Dr. Zhenrong Zhang, a new 
assistant professor of physics 
from China, has begun work this 
semester to start a Scanning Tun-
neling Microscopy lab in the Bay-
lor Sciences Building. 

The lab will be equipped to 
obtain atomic resolution such 
that actual atoms and molecules 
can be seen on surfaces. Zhang 
also hopes to set up a program 
that will delve into environment 
and energy-related research. 

“We had an opening in the de-
partment last year that we adver-
tised for,” said Dr. Greg Benesh, 
chairman of the physics depart-
ment.

“We were looking for the best 
candidate, but we didn’t specify 
a particular area and Dr. Zhang’s 
name came to the fore, and this 
expertise in scanning tunneling 
microscopy really complements 
some of the existing strength in 
the department.”

Plans for the STM lab have 
since been set into motion. The 
design is complete and is now 
out for bids to determine the 
cost. The lab will contain an Ultra 
High Vacuum Chamber, various 
surface science analysis tools and 
a Metal-Organic Oxide Chemi-
cal Vapor Deposition (MOCVD) 
system.  

The MOCVD system was ob-
tained by Zhang as a donation to 
Baylor.

“This piece of equipment [the 
MOCVD], gives us extended 
ability to synthesize thin film,” 
Zhang said.“We are hoping that 
this could bring more research 
programs in the department and 
we hope other people could come 
and use this equipment to syn-
thesize thin film.”

Benesh said there are plans 
for the lab to be set up as a multi-
user facility, and that hopefully it 
will gain funding from agencies 
like the National Science Founda-
tion, the Department of Energy, 
the Robert A. Welch Foundation 
and others. At the earliest, the lab 
will open in July.

“Because of the accuracy of 
this technique with the STM, 
there are other interesting prob-
lems that people from neighbor-
ing universities or industry might 
have and they would love to see 
exactly what the reaction is that’s 
taking place on the surface, or 
what the structure is, and so they 
can bring those samples in here. 
We can take a look and image 
them properly, so they’ll be able 
to recognize what’s happening,” 
Benesh said. “And then with the 
MOCVD system we can deposit 
the layers that are required for 
other studies that people are in-
terested in. We’re hoping that her 
lab will be successful so she can 
track outside funding.”

Along with the lab, Zhang 
hopes to set up a research pro-
gram focused on environment 
and energy-related research that 
will provide opportunities for 
students and allow for collabora-
tion with other faculty members.

“From the student point of 
view, it will provide the students 
the opportunity to do what we 
call the cutting-edge research,” 
Zhang said.

“We really want to attract 
more funding, external fund-
ing, and to really strengthen the 
research program in the depart-
ment.”

Zhang believes both the STM 
lab and the research program will 
mesh with other research already 
being done in the department.

“I think it’s kind of a match 
between the research program 
that I proposed and with the 
existing program in the depart-
ment,” she said. “Dr. Ken Park 
already has a surface science pro-
gram going on, and with what I 
proposed, the program, if I joined 
the team it could make this pro-
gram stronger.

“Dr. [Greg] Benesh, he does 
some theoretical calculation 
about the surface physics, so his 
research and my research and Dr. 
[Ken] Park’s research could all 
merge together, have a stronger 
program, which would be good 
for both the department and the 

university.”
Park, who has a surface sci-

ence lab, helped Zhang design 
the STM lab and also believes 
that it will strengthen his work in 
the department. . 

“I basically assisted her de-
signing her lab based on the de-
sign of my lab here, because we 
have very similar common inter-
ests,” Park said.

“Her STM lab will really com-
plement my activities here.”

Zhang aims for her research 
to be “closely related to the ev-
eryday life.”

“When I do this type of re-
search,” Zhang said, “and when I 
look at everyday problems, ener-
gy, the environment-- people talk 
about [that] all the time so I feel 
like all this research really can be 
useful.”

Zhang comes to Baylor with 
an extensive background in sci-
ence. After obtaining her PhD 
from the Chinese Academy of 
Science,  Zhang left China to par-
ticipate in postdoctoral research 
at the University of Innsbruck 
in Austria, and later came to the 
U.S. as a joint post-doc between 
the University of Texas at Austin 
and Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratories (PNNL) in Rich-
land, Washington.

When Zhang began looking 
for a job, she was offered a prom-
ising position at a university in 
China, but Baylor’s Christian af-
filiation swayed her decision.

“Baylor is a Christian univer-
sity-- that makes a big, big differ-
ence. I was baptized three years 
ago, and while I was looking for 
a job I actually got a job offer back 
in China…But one main struggle 
I have, is it is not a belief-free 
country,” Zhang said. 

“So that’s actually one of the 
main, main reasons once I got 
this offer I said ‘oh I have to come 
to here.’ And of course here the 
department did really all they 
can do to support me and to get 
the start--up that I need to set up 
this lab, so I really, really appreci-
ate both the department and the 
university for the support.”

“I love that volunteers 
are able to go out and 

build relationships 
with kids.”

McKenzie Miller
Mission Waco Children’s Director
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By Tori Liggett

Reporter

Individual students and stu-
dent organizations helped Cam-
pus Kitchen by packing boxed 
lunches this past weekend and 
delivering them to nine different 
locations in Waco.

Baylor’s Campus Kitchen 
partnered with Community 
Health Corps, an AmeriCorps 
health program, to make lunches 
to feed volunteers.

Heart of Texas Urban Garden-
ing Coalition sponsored a day for 
the Waco community to gather 
and work in local gardens. The 
event provided a time and place 
where volunteers could come 
and get their hands dirty.

The objective was to give 
these gardens beauty, even in the 
winter, and give the community 
an active part in coloring their 
world. The Waco Arts Initiative 
provided opportunities for par-
ticipants to create a 3 feet by 8 
feet mural at each site to be set 
in each garden. The murals were 
paintings about Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day and reflected upon 
the day’s activities. 

“The MLK Day of Service 
(Monday) went very smoothly. 
We had an excess of volunteers, 
which both helped things move 
quickly and efficiently but was 
also very encouraging to us as 
an organization,” Crandall junior 
Drew Stevens said. “This encour-
agement was very important to 
us as we are continuing to try to 
grow Campus Kitchens to help 
serve more people the food that 
they need. The serving of the box 
lunches in conjunction with MLK 
Day was a great way to do that 
and to kick off another great year 
of Campus Kitchens as well.” 

Campus Kitchen was excited 
to see the volunteers’ eager par-
ticipation and the good reaction 
the students received from the 
community. 

“We had great feedback from 
all site managers in regards to 

the volunteers. All activities were 
very time efficient. I was very 
excited because many of the vol-
unteers showed interest in vol-
unteering for Campus Kitchen in 
the future,” Amanda Allen, the 
Learning Service Liaison, said.

The box lunches were pre-
pared on Saturday and Sunday 
in the Family and Consumer Sci-
ence kitchen. They were deliv-
ered Monday morning to differ-
ent sites throughout Waco.

Students not only got to serve 
the community but also become 
more involved in a growing ser-
vice on campus.

“I think one of the hallmarks 
of the Baylor experience is the 
opportunity to learn and serve,” 
Rosemary Townsend, director 
of business affairs and commu-
nity partnerships, said “Campus 
Kitchen is a wonderful service 
learning project. It provides a so-
lution to help feed those in need 
in a positive proactive manner.”

Last year alone, Campus 
Kitchen rescued 3,030 pounds of 
food, supplied 4,000 meals and 
provided 2,382 hours of volun-
teer service.

Campus Kitchen is excited 
that this year, not only are they 
going to be continuing to deliver 
food to the Salvation Army Mon-
day through Friday but will also 
be broadening their service by 
taking food to the Family Abuse 
Center on Thursdays starting the 
this week.

“What’s different about Cam-
pus Kitchens is that it’s a tangible 
solution. If we have enough food 
in Waco to feed everyone, people 
shouldn’t go to bed hungry. End 
of story,” Allen said. “The McLen-
nan County Hunger Coalition is 
essentially doing the same thing 
with restaurants in the area. They 
just need bodies to help pick up 
and deliver the food so if we 
push awareness for what we’re 
trying to do, I really think we 
could change the face of hunger 
in Waco and other cities trying to 
do this all over Texas.”

Kitchen Aid:
Students pack
boxed lunches 

By Caty Hirst

Staff Writer

Chipotle in Waco is offering 
new services to the community 
by donating unused food to the 
Salvation Army. The food is do-
nated Sunday through Thursday 
and consists of cooked rice, beans 
and meats. 

Julian Alejos, the general man-
ager of Chipotle in Waco, located 
at 1115 North Valley Mills Dr., 
said he is excited about this op-
portunity to help the community. 

“It is pretty simple, we are 
able to do something special for 
the community and it is not cost-
ing us,” Alejos said. “It is just the 
right thing to do I think; being re-
sponsible, not wasting and help-
ing those in need.” 

After the employees bag up 
and weigh the extra food, mem-
bers of the Salvation Army pick 
up the food the next morning.  

“We don’t shoot for (a) num-
ber, it is just whatever we have 

leftover to give, we give,” Alejos 
said about the amount of food 
donated.

Vicki Richardson, office man-
ager of the Salvation Army in 
Waco said the food is taken to 
their feeding center where they 
feed the homeless. The feeding 
center sees 50-60 people a day for 
lunch and about 100 people for 
dinner.

“It is working out very well,” 
Richardson said, concerning the 
partnership with Chipotle.

Stanley Good, the lodge man-
ager for the Salvation Army in 
Waco, said volunteers are wel-
come to come any day to help set 
up and serve food. 

Dallas junior Brittany Ste-
phenson believes serving the 
community is necessary and 
helpful to the community.

“I volunteer three times a 
week because it as important as 
homework and it is just as im-
portant as a real job,” Stephenson 
said. 

Many of the volunteers are 
Baylor students. “I want to let the 
students know we appreciated 
what they do,” Good said. “We 
know they don’t have to help, but 
they do.”  

Frisco junior Rusty Dryer is 
a crewmember at Chipotle and 
is happy to see the food going to 
good use. 

“I have worked there about a 
year and a half and I have been 
trying to find a way to donate 
food, along with other employ-
ees,” Dryer said. 

The program, though not a lo-
cal one, is a Texas project and was 
started by Douglas Johnson, the 
operations director for Chipotle 
in Texas. It currently operates in 
Central Texas, Dallas and Austin. 

Dryer said Chipotle’s involve-
ment in the community demon-
strates that the little man is not 
alone in the fight against pov-
erty. 

“I think it shows that not only 
local people are helping, but 

there are corporations across the 
United States willing to help,” 
Dryer said.

He believes this will increase 
the involvement of the commu-
nity and greatly help those in 
need.

Though the program has been 
in Texas for about a year, Chipo-
tle in Waco started donating their 
food to the community in late 
November and are still new to 
the experience.

Alejos said Chipotle will con-
tinue to donate the food as long 
as there is a need.

“We plan on doing this indefi-
nitely,” Alejos said. “I don’t see 
this stopping.”

Chipotle is also involved in 
other philanthropies.

“All year long people come in 
with fundraisers and we donate,” 
Alejos said. “We donate door 
prizes, dinners for poor people, 
raffles and stuff like that for peo-
ple that need to raise money for 
someone that is ill or suffering.”

Chipotle helps Salvation Army 
by partnering to feed homeless

Associated Press

Haitians peer through the fence as U.S. armed forces land on the lawn of the Haitian National Palace Port-au-Prince, Haiti, 
Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2010.

U.S. aid arrives in Haiti 



By Larry O’Dell

Associated Press

APPOMATTOX, Va. — Po-
lice with dogs and heat-sensing 
equipment hunted for a man they 
say shot eight people to death 
Tuesday and then nearly took 
down a police helicopter that 
was trying to flush him out of the 
woods near this central Virginia 
town.

State police said officers had 
the suspect, Christopher Speight, 
39, of Appomattax, circled in 
the woods late Tuesday near the 
home where seven of the bodies 
were found and they believed he 
was still alive. 

An eighth victim was found 
barely alive on the side of the 
road — which led to police being 
called — and died on the way to 
the hospital.

All the victims were adults 
and both men and women were 
killed, state police Sgt. Thomas 
Molnar said. Three of the bodies 
were found inside the home, and 
four just outside it, Molnar said.

Police refused to speculate on 
a motive and would not say what 
type of weapon was used. Mol-
nar also gave no background on 
the suspect.

Speight’s last listed address 
was along the block where the 
shootings occurred, but Molnar 
did not know if the suspect was 
still living there. He would not 
say if all the victims were shot at 
the home where most of the bod-
ies were found. He also would 
not say whether the shootings 
happened at Speight’s address or 
another house.

The drama paralyzed the ru-
ral area as police swarmed forests 
trying to catch the suspect who 
fired at a state police helicopter, 
forcing it to land with a ruptured 
fuel tank, police said. No police 
were injured after one or more 
rounds struck the helicopter.

A National Guard helicopter 
with thermal imaging equipment 
was being used to search the 
woods.

“They are searching the area 
and will continue until the sus-
pect is apprehended,” Molnar 
said.

The violence began shortly 
after noon when the injured man 
was found on a rural stretch of 
road. A deputy who went to in-
vestigate fled after he heard gun-
shots, police spokeswoman Cor-
rine Geller said.

“When the deputy arrived on 
the scene, that’s when he heard 

several shots,” Molnar said.
Police did not release the vic-

tims’ names or the suspect’s pos-
sible relationship to them.

A Google map search shows 
the area of the shootings was 
thick with trees, sometimes giv-
ing way to large clearings. Build-
ings were spread out. 

Molnar said police believe 
Speight was still within the pe-
rimeter they had set up to sur-
round him, but would not say 
how large an area they were 
searching.

Police said they are also look-
ing for a car and a pickup truck 
that belong to Speight.

Speight’s home was included 
in online real estate listings post-
ed last year. They say the wooden 

home has three bedrooms and 
three bathrooms and sits on 34 
acres. 

One online listing said 
homes in the area sell for about 
$189,000.

Authorities told nearby resi-
dents to stay inside and a small 
Christian school was locked 
down until state police could es-
cort about 60 children from the 
building.

Resident Bethel Hawkins said 
police warned families to lock 
their doors in an area with many 
senior citizens.

“We’re just being cautious, 
keeping our doors locked, not 
going outside,” said Hawkins, 
who lives about 2 miles up the 
road from where the shootings 
occurred. 

“Our church service is sup-
posed to be tonight, but we talk-
ed with our pastor and told him 
we’re not coming out. We’re not 
going out in the dark not know-
ing what’s out there. But we trust 
in the Lord to take care of us.”

Appomattox is in a county of 
about 15,000 approximately 100 
miles southwest of Richmond. 

It is best known as the place 
where Confederate Gen. Robert 
E. Lee surrendered to Gen. Ulyss-
es S. Grant to end the Civil War.

Associated Press

BEIJING (AP) — Google says 
it has postponed the launch of 
its mobile phone in China amid 
a dispute with the government 
over Internet censorship.

A Google spokeswoman 
in Beijing, Marsha Wang, says 
the formal launch of the phone 
scheduled for Wednesday was 
postponed.

The announcement came as 
the Chinese government said 
Google must obey the country’s 
laws and traditions. It was the 
government’s first direct response 
to Google’s threat to pull out of 
the country over censorship and 
e-mail hacking.

The Google spokeswoman, 
Wang, declined Tuesday to give 
a reason for the postponement of 
the phone launch or to say when 
it might take place.

The comments from Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Ma Zhaoxu 
were the first from Beijing that 
referred directly to Google Inc. 
since it threatened to shut down 
its China-based site over censor-
ship and alleged e-mail hacking.

“Foreign enterprises in China 
need to adhere to China’s laws 

and regulations, respect the in-
terests of the general public and 
cultural traditions and shoulder 
corresponding responsibilities. 
Google is no exception,” Ma 
said.

Google’s announcement Jan. 
12 that it might quit the huge 
Chinese market shocked the in-
ternational business community 
and cheered many free-speech 
advocates.

Google said last week it is hop-
ing it can persuade the Chinese 
government to agree to changes 
that would enable Google.cn to 
show uncensored search results. 
If a compromise isn’t worked out 
within the next few weeks, the 
company intends to shut down 
its search engine and pull out.

Google has said it would hold 
talks with the government over 
the issue. Ma told a regular news 
conference he did not know if 
any talks had been held.

A pullout would be awkward 
for China. Chinese and foreign 
businesses rely on Google’s e-
mail, maps and other services 
based abroad, which could lead 
to disruptions if authorities try to 
retaliate for a Google withdrawal 
by blocking access to its U.S. site.

Google said last week that a 
sophisticated attack in December 
from China targeted the Moun-
tain View, California-based com-
pany’s infrastructure and at least 
20 other major companies from 
the Internet, financial services, 
technology, media and chemical 
industries.

The Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club of China sent an e-mail 
Monday to its members warn-
ing that reporters in at least two 
news bureaus in Beijing said their 
Gmail accounts were broken into, 
with their mail forwarded to un-
familiar accounts. 

Ma said China strictly pro-
hibits computer hacking in any 
form.

The head of China’s e-com-
merce giant Alibaba — in which 
Google rival Yahoo Inc. has a 
significant stake — said Tuesday 
that foreign companies such as 
Google should not pull out of the 
Chinese market.

“It is easy to give up, but one 
must hang on,” said Jack Ma, 
chief executive of the Alibaba 
Group, commenting on the chal-
lenges in China.

“China will set the rule of 
game in the 21st century, and 
businesses must not go to the 
mainland for the profit motives 
only but rather to take part in set-
ting the rules,” Ma told a business 
conference in Taipei, Taiwan.

Yahoo closed its offices in 
China several years ago when it 
sold much of its business to Ali-
baba Group. Yahoo retains a 39 
percent stake in Alibaba, which 
represents one of Yahoo’s most 
valuable assets.

China’s online population has 
soared in recent years to 384 mil-
lion people, bigger than the entire 
population of the United States. 
Google.cn, set up in 2005, trails 
local rival Baidu Inc., with a 35 
percent market share to Baidu’s 
60 percent.
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By Neely Guthrie

Reporter

Two Baylor students have 
been awarded a scholarship to 
study abroad for a year in a coun-
try of their choice.

Graduate student Wayne Jo-
seph and recent Baylor gradu-
ate Robert Kent were notified 
in December that they had been 
awarded the $25,000 Rotary Am-
bassadorial Scholarship to help 
cover tuition, travel costs and ac-
commodations.

“It’s pretty extraordinary for 
two students from the Waco Ro-
tary Club to have won at the dis-
trict level,” Elizabeth Vardaman, 

associate dean of special academ-
ic projects, said.

The scholarship selection pro-
cess begins with the local Rotary 
club and is narrowed during four 
subsequent rounds.

According to its Web site, the 
scholarship was founded in 1947 
and is the Rotary Foundation’s 
best-known program, provid-
ing students the opportunity to 
learn about the culture of the host 
country. 

Upon returning to the states, 
students give presentations to 
their local Rotary Club to further 
increase international under-
standing of the host country.

Kent, a University Scholar 

from Dallas, will be traveling to 
Glasgow, Scotland, next fall to 
study economic development.

“I’m excited to dig into the lo-
cal culture and have the opportu-
nity to spend a whole year in the 
country,” Kent said.

He is also looking forward to 
exploring the similarities and dif-
ferences between American life 
and Scottish life.

Kent has participated in mul-
tiple Baylor study abroad pro-
grams, including Baylor in Maas-
tricht and Baylor in Oxford.

He hopes to apply his stud-
ies and experiences from the 
year abroad to a future career of 
possibly working in low-income 

countries concerning renewable 
energy sources.

“Maybe one day, about 15 
years down the road, I’ll set up 
my own non-profit organization 
to better people’s lives,” he said.

Joseph, a graduate student 
from Trinidad, will be studying 
for his second Master’s Degree 
in Global Health, International 
Health, or Pan-American Health 
Policy at the Australian National 
University in Canberra beginning 
in February 2011.

“To me it [the scholarship] 
means going there to say that my 
culture, as diverse as that may 
be…needs to be presented to 
them and they need to know that 

we do care as different nations,” 
he said.

Gigi Bryant, chair of the 2009 
ambassadorial committee, en-
courages more students to ap-
ply for the scholarship, and feels 
many do not apply because they 
simply haven’t heard of it.

“Most who apply are very 
community-oriented and very 
passionate about public service,” 
she said.

For the 2011-2012 award year, 
local Rotary Club deadlines can 
vary from March 2010 until Au-
gust 2010. For students interested 
in applying, there will be an in-
formal workshop on Jan. 28 in 
Burleson 110.

Vardaman said she would be 
available to speak with students 
who are interested in knowing 
more about rotary. Students are 
not required to go through any 
campus representatives, and can 
apply through the local Waco club 
or the club in their hometown.

“Even if students are not ul-
timately selected, it’s a wonder-
ful opportunity to meet leaders 
in the community and practice 
skills of speaking and interview-
ing,” Vardaman said.

Students awarded chance to study abroad

Google delays Chinese launch of phone

Lone shooter kills 8 in central Virginia slaying

Speight

Local resident Brian Abbitt ties his shoe at a police roadblock near the 
scene of a multiple shooting in Appomattox, Va., Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2010. 
Police say a lone gunman was hiding in the woods near the scene of the 
shootings.
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Massachusetts since 1990.
One day shy of the first anni-

versary of Obama’s swearing-in, 
the election played out amid a 
backdrop of animosity and re-
sentment from voters over persis-
tently high unemployment, Wall 
Street bailouts, exploding fed-
eral budget deficits and partisan 
wrangling over health care.

“I voted for Obama because I 
wanted change. ... I thought he’d 
bring it to us, but I just don’t like 
the direction that he’s heading,” 
said John Triolo, 38, a registered 
independent who voted in Fitch-
burg.

He said his frustrations, in-
cluding what he considered the 
too-quick pace of health care 
legislation, led him to vote for 
Brown.

For weeks considered a long 
shot, Brown seized on voter dis-
content to overtake Coakley in 
the campaign’s final stretch. His 
candidacy energized Republi-
cans, including backers of the 
“tea party” protest movement, 
while attracting disappointed 
Democrats and independents un-
easy with where they felt the na-
tion was heading.

A cornerstone of Brown’s 
campaign was his promise to 
vote against the health care plan.

Even before Brown won, the 
grass-roots network fueled by 
antiestablishment frustrations, 
sought credit for the victory, 
much like the liberal MoveOn.org 
did in the 2006 midterm elections 
when Democrats rose to power.

GOP chairman Michael Steele 
said Brown’s “message of lower 
taxes, smaller government and 
fiscal responsibility clearly reso-
nated with independent-minded 
voters in Massachusetts who 
were looking for a solution to de-
cades of failed Democrat leader-
ship.”

Wall Street watched the elec-
tion closely. The Dow Jones indus-
trial average rose 116 points, and 
analysts attributed the increase to 
hopes the election would make 
it harder for Obama to make his 
changes to health care. That eased 
investor concerns that profits at 
companies such as insurers and 
drug makers would suffer.

Across Massachusetts, voters 
who had been bombarded with 
phone calls and dizzied with 
nonstop campaign commercials 

for Coakley and Brown gave a fit-
ting turnout despite intermittent 
snow and rain statewide.

Galvin, who discounted spo-
radic reports of voter irregulari-
ties throughout the day, predicted 
turnout ranging from 1.6 million 
to 2.2 million, 40 percent to 55 
percent of registered voters. The 
Dec. 8 primary had a scant turn-
out of about 20 percent.

Voters considered national is-
sues including health care and 
the federal budget deficits.

Fears about spending drove 
Karla Bunch, 49, to vote for 
Brown. “It’s time for the country, 
for the taxpayers, to take back 
their money,” she said. And Eliza-
beth Reddin, 65, voted for Brown 
because she said she was turned 
off by the Democrat’s negative 
advertisements, saying: “The 
Coakley stuff was disgusting.”
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the streets remind her of Bagh-
dad. Wow.”

Rapp and her research team 
are now back in the U.S. after they 
were able to ride in a helicopter 
with the U.N. and said that she 
is just now starting to process all 
that has happened.

“The ice is slowly starting to 
melt as I let myself think about 
what just happened the past few 
days,” Rapp said. “I’ve put up so 
many protective barriers and had 
to remain so calm and solid that 
I’m not quite sure yet how to pro-
cess everything.”

Beside the destruction of the 
earthquake, Haiti was already 
the most impoverished nation in 
the western hemisphere, accord-
ing to the Economic and Social 
Council of the U.N.

Professor of Latin American 
studies Phillip Johnson said that 
this is a nation which lives on the 
edge of crisis at all times.

“This is a country with almost 
no resources,” Johnson said. “Not 
many years ago it was struggling 
so much they had to eat dirt to 
stay alive.”

Jimmy Dorrell, executive di-
rector of Mission Waco has been 
taking students, doctors, teach-
ers and others on mission trips 
to Haiti for 20 years, working to 
ensure clean water, a school and 
other needs in the village of Fer-

rier.
Dorrell said the whole coun-

try was in a difficult state far 
before the earthquake. However, 
the attention it’s receiving could 
finally cause others to realize the 
immense problems this country 
is living with.

“The worst disease is apa-
thy,” Dorrell said. “What needs 
to happen is for Haiti to become 
globalized enough where people 
use them for labor for business-
es because there is none. This 
isn’t a short-term fix and there 
have been so many failed proj-
ects started there over the years. 
Hopefully this will give Haiti the 
focus and attention it needs.”

Dorrell said that Ferrier did 
not directly feel the impact of the 
earthquake, however, it has expe-
rienced major flooding as an after 
effect of the earthquake.

Students have many oppor-
tunities to help out Haiti, which 
include the Mission Waco mis-
sion trips to Haiti in the spring. 
Students can also donate to dif-
ferent Baylor departments that 
are fundraising and the group 
Rapp is working with, Partners 
in Health, at www.pih.org.

after that nation’s 1985 earth-
quake rescued Ena Zizi, 69. She 
had survived a week buried in 
the ruins of the residence of Hai-
ti’s Roman Catholic archbishop, 
who died. Other teams pulled 
two women from a collapsed uni-
versity building.

But most efforts are focused 
on getting aid to survivors.

“We need so much. Food, 
clothes, we need everything. I 
don’t know whose responsibil-
ity it is, but they need to give us 
something soon,” said Sophia 
Eltime, a 29-year-old mother of 
two who has been living under 
a bedsheet with seven mem-
bers of her extended family.  
She said she had not eaten since 
Jan. 12.

Officials in France and Brazil 
ahave complained of bottlenecks, 
skewed priorities and a crippling 
lack of leadership and coordina-
tion.where the U.S. military has 
come under criticism for poorly 
prioritizing flights, although the 
U.S. Air Force said Tuesday it had 
raised the facility’s daily capacity 
from 30 flights before the quake 
to 180 on Tuesday.

Bellinger said the role of the 
university is not limited to ensur-
ing students have a well-rounded 
education, but also in making 
sure they find their own identity. 
He believes Baylor does both.

“At the end of the day, educa-
tion is about transforming per-
sons and it seems to me that the 
university has made this a prior-
ity,” Bellinger said. 

Since Baylor offers a Chris-
tian perspective to American 
academia, and since Baylor’s stu-
dent body is primarily Christian, 
Dr. Chris Marsh, director of the 
Dawson Institute of Church-State 
Studies, feels it is necessary for 
Baylor to have a predominantly 
Christian faculty. 

“Baylor professors are given 
the responsibility of broadening 
the intellectual horizons of a stu-
dent body that is predominantly 
Christian,” Marsh said. “To do 
that, I think it is imperative that 
the professors and the students 
see eye to eye and the professors 
have trod the same path the stu-
dents are now trodding.”

In addition, some faculty 
members  believe Baylor offers 
an uncommon form of diversity. 

“I think we are religiously 
diverse,” Marsh said. “There 
are two ways we are religiously 
diverse. One is who we are. 
Christian is a blanket term. For 
example, I am the first non-Bap-
tist director of this institute. We 
also have on our faculty [at the 
Dawson Institute of Church-State 
Studies], a Catholic, a Lutheran 
and an Eastern Orthodox. We 
have great diversity in the Chris-
tian religion.”

However, Dr. Marc Ellis, di-
rector for the Center for Jewish 
Studies, believes Baylor does not 
offer enough religious diversity, 
including diversity in Christian 
theology.

“We severely lack diversity 
in Christian voices,” Ellis said. 
“We need to offer that diversity 
so that our Christian students 
can explore the many ways of 
being Christian in our globalized 
world.”

Ellis said Baylor has few pro-
fessors from a liberation theology 
background and women profes-

sors who profess to be feminists.
 “Diversity is not just about 

Jews, Muslims and Hindus, but 
also the kinds of Christianity rep-
resented in the life of the univer-
sity,” Ellis stressed.

Even though Baylor only hires 
professors from Judeo-Christian 
faiths, Marsh believes Baylor can 
offer religious diversity because 
it has many experts on different 
religions.

“We ourselves may come from 
a strongly Christian and strongly 
Protestant background in our fac-
ulty, but we bring knowledge and 
respect to all other religious tra-
ditions to our students,” Marsh 
said. “What better way for our 
students to be introduced to and 
shown respect for different – even 
exotic – religious traditions than 
by someone who shares similar 
religious beliefs with them?”

Honolulu graduate student 
Jon Mizuta is doing his work 
in church-state studies and has 
studied Islam, Buddhism and 
Shinto at Baylor. Mizuta believes 
it is helpful for Baylor students to 
learn about different faiths from 
Christian experts on the faith, 
because they had the same ques-
tions about it many students may 
have.

“I think it has its benefits 
when you learn it from Christian 
professors because they have 
wrestled with these issues as 
well and still come out with their 
faith,” Mizuta said. 

However, Mizuta does ac-
knowledge there are downfalls 
to only having professors from a 
Judeo-Christian background. 

“You learn the religion second 
hand,” Mizuta said. “There is just 
something unique about learn-
ing a religion from someone who 
firmly believes it.” 

In addition, Bellinger believes 
Baylor offers a special area of di-
versity to the college spectrum 
across America. It is easy, Bell-
inger said, to find liberal arts 
colleges that value a religiously 
diverse faculty over a unified re-
ligious mission. In contrast, it is 
hard to find universities that offer 
a Christian education like Baylor. 

Another con to limiting the 
religions Baylor can hire is that it 

restricts the applicant pool. 
Bellinger said the religion de-

partment has its own problems, 
as it only hires Baptists. 

“The truth of the matter, that 
does lead us to struggle some-
times in some areas in the terms 
of attracting a large pool of quali-
fied applicants,” Bellinger said. 
“But in my view, it is worth strug-
gling with that to find just the 
right people who can contribute 
to the mission of the university.” 

In addition, many professors 
and students are drawn to Baylor 
because of its Christian mission.

One of the primary reasons 
Bellinger made Baylor his home 
was its Christian mission and 
Marsh believes the majority of 
faculty at Baylor chose it for the 
same reason. 

Ellis said he was also attracted 
to Baylor’s religious mission, but 
believes there should be changes.

“I think Baylor should have 
an expansive Christian mission,” 
Ellis said. “It should be more 
inclusive of diverse Christian 
communities and perspectives. 
Baylor should represent a Chris-
tianity that embraces the people 
and religions of the world.”

Bellinger said Baylor is up-
front about its Christian mission, 
and faculty and students are 
aware of this mission before they 
decide to join the Baylor commu-
nity.

“I see that the university has 
been very straightforward and 
announced its commitments,” 
Bellinger said. “It says very clear-
ly the Judeo-Christian religion is 
central to that.”

Van Gorder feels there is a so-
lution to the lack of diversity at 
Baylor while still upholding its 
Christian mission. 

“I believe we should maintain 
a strong majority of scholars from 
a Christian perspective,” Van 
Gorder said.

“However, there are certainly 
classes where someone from an-
other faith tradition would not 
negatively affect the learning ex-
perience of the student and there 
are probably some academic 
contexts where students would 
benefit from adherence to other 
faiths.”
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