
Upper Level BIC Course Offerings—Spring 2023 
 
BIC 3358 Biblical Heritage (Specialty emphasis; see description) 
Dr. Mike Whitenton and Dr. Joanne Cummings 
This course is a special interest section of BIC 3358, which explores the potential contributions of biblical 
heritage (broadly conceived) for navigating our religiously diverse global society. This course starts with 
the assumption that religious difference is a rich (yet frequently untapped) resource for the common 
good—that we are better human beings and better citizens of a better society if we have authentic 
encounters across religious differences. Sometimes called “interfaith engagement,” these encounters focus 
on story-sharing and cultivating relationships, rather than winning a debate or sorting out who is “right.” 
According to social scientific research, such interactions spark authentic relationships, leading to positive 
attitudes towards, and appreciative knowledge of, religious traditions other than your own. The result is 
what Diana Eck calls “pluralism,” by which she means “[a]n ethic for living together in a diverse society: 
not mere tolerance or relativism, but the real encounter of commitments.” 

Drawing upon the lives of Moses (and Pharaoh’s daughter), Abraham, Joseph, Ruth, Jesus, Paul and 
others, this section of BIC 3358 will focus on exploring scriptural texts and paradigms that can inform a 
Christian approach to interfaith cooperation. In addition, students will develop their religious literacy as a 
means of bridge-building, work through real-life case studies of (a lack of) interfaith cooperation, develop 
tools for engaging in story-sharing on the basis of shared values, and articulate their own theology/ethic 
of interfaith cooperation. 

Priority will be given to students who are pursuing the minor in Civic Interfaith Studies.  If you are in the 
minor, you may request a permit for this section, but this MUST be done before Nov. 1. Contact Chris 
Moore for a registration permit BEFORE registration begins. 

 

 
BIC 4374 or 4389 may be required for graduation requirements, depending on the 
student’s degree. Please check your degree audit to see if you are required to take 
one of these courses.  Even if you have had one of the courses for graduation 
requirements, you are welcome to take another section of BIC 4374 or 4389 for an 
upper level course (elective).  We also welcome students not required to take BIC 
4374 or 4389. 
 

BIC 4374 World Cultures V  
Dr. Alejandro Castrillon 
This course will introduce students to Latin America by examining significant political, social, economic, 
and literary ideas. One of the aims of this course is to expose students to thinkers and writers who remain 
in the margins of history. We will read texts from Bartolomé de las Casas, Simón Bolívar, José Martí, 
José Enrique Rodó, Domingo F. Sarmiento, José Vasconcelos, Gabriel García Márquez, Jorge Luis 
Borges, among others. How was society envisioned and justified by these thinkers? How might the 
various ethnicities and races of people build a common society? What types of democracy are possible 
given the colonial legacies of the region? We will explore the successes and challenges of putting thought 
into action through the complex histories that have, and continue, to shape Latin America. 

 

https://pluralism.org/


BIC Capstone Opportunities for 2023 
Spring 2023 (Check schedule for time/day listings; may be subject to change) 
 
BIC 4389  Memoir and Meaning 
Dr. Darren Middleton 
“And so we reach out to each other, stumbling along, telling our stories. We long to be known and loved, 
to be understood and embraced. There are different words to describe this, but the Christian word for it 
is grace. I wonder, when we talk about the religious element to memoirs, and the form's enduring appeal, 
how much we are talking about that: the hope that our lives, failures and all, are not beyond the reach of 
mercy.”  – Matthew Sittman  

Narrative is the art form of our hard-wired desire for meaning. We live by the tales we tell; and memoir 
helps us find significance, as well as develop empathy, as we move through our world’s sorrows and joys. 
In this course, we will read a variety of sacred-haunted memoirs, or parables of the remembered past. Our 
primary purpose is to assess the genre and to better understand how this form of writing assists select 
Christian authors, who represent wide-ranging backgrounds, experiences, and cultures, as they encounter 
life’s deepest mysteries and struggle with its unknowns. Memoir is also an invitation to thoughtfulness. 
Thus, in the process of reading, we too will pose our own questions of identity, belonging, and meaning, 
participating in the genre’s exploration of “who am I” in relation to God and others, and wrestling with 
“what really matters” in life. 

 
BIC 4389  Critical Issues: Post BU World 
Dr. Mark Long and Dr. Chuck McDaniel 
What world will you step into when you graduate?  What challenges will you have to confront in the year 
2023?  This seminar-style Capstone will look at some of those issues.  Among others, we will read 
together about the moral debates surrounding capitalism, the brave new world of gene editing, jihadism, 
and violent white nationalism.  We will also solicit your input on additional topics that you think 
pertinent.  We will incorporate your ideas in the latter part of the course by way of student-led seminar 
discussions.  We believe that by taking this Capstone, students will better comprehend the dynamics of 
the emerging national and global order, as well as its profound challenges.  Graduates can thus more 
effectively prepare for their future professional roles and the responsibilities of a truly global citizenship.   
 
 
BIC 4389 Life at the Intersections: Navigating the World After BIC 
Dr. Sarah Walden and Dr. Mike Whitenton 
We live our lives at intersections—intersections of gender, race, and class, but also of religion, education, 
politics, and popular culture. Yet we often participate in these spheres as though they are fragmented and 
separate. Throughout your experience in the BIC, we have worked to integrate diverse disciplinary and 
theoretical approaches to a variety of discourses, histories, and cultures. Now, as you turn your attention 
to life after BIC, you will be bombarded with advice about work-life balance, family, religion & 
secularity, friendship, mental health, grief, and many more topics that, at first glance, may seem self-
evident, but are in fact woven from a tapestry of intersecting discourses, identities, and experiences.  
 
In this course, we will explore real-life topics that require an intersectional, interdisciplinary approach. 
We want to prepare you for life beyond the BIC by inviting you to be part of the construction of the 
course: Unit 1 will begin with several required texts, and Unit 2 will allow you to choose from a selection 
of texts that employ multiple perspectives and approaches to the topic under consideration in order to 
tailor the course readings to your individual interests. Course material will include recent scholarship and 
literature, as well as news media, podcasts, art, and music. The course will culminate in individual 



research projects developed over the course of the semester as you engage your research question in 
consultation with your peers and professors. 
 
Examining our lives intersectionally changes the way we see. By seeing a world that is larger than 
ourselves, we can better understand where we fit into that world and what we can do to change it. As a 
result, we are better able to live authentically, engage critically, and collaborate productively for the 
improvement of our local and global communities. 
 
 
Courses Offered for BIC Capstone Credit: Limited availability/cross listed with PHI courses 
 
BIC 4389   Contemporary Ethical Theory (cross-listed with PHI 4360) 
Dr. Paul Carron 
This class explores the positive and negative effects of technology on our lives. For example, we will 
examine how technological changes lead to cultural and ideological changes. As Marx famously said, 
“The hand-mill gives you society with the feudal lord; the steam-mill, society with the industrial 
capitalist.” The agrarian revolution and the industrial revolutions transformed society, changing not only 
how goods were produced but the structure of our most intimate relationships. The industrial revolution 
helped create modern cities and the nuclear family, but also led to isolation and loneliness for many. We 
will ask, how has and will the technological revolution of the late 20th century transform our world? Will 
the internet, smartphones, and social media make us more connected? Better people? More isolated? Will 
technology alter the family structure? We will draw on contemporary ethical theories to analyze 
technological changes. We will encounter historical philosophers who asked these questions during the 
dawn of industrialization such as Karl Marx and Søren Kierkegaard, and contemporary writings in 
philosophy, psychology, and cultural anthropology. We will also view several contemporary films and 
identify connections between course readings and the themes of the films.  

*NB: This course is cross listed with PHIL4360: Contemporary Ethical Issues: The Moral Threat of 
Technology. Readings and assignments will be appropriate for an upper-division philosophy course.  

 
 
BIC 4389   Philosophical Issues in Feminism (cross-listed with PHI 3320) 
Dr. Lenore Wright 
Feminist theorists have challenged the negative assessment of the body within philosophical discourse. 
This course will survey developments in feminist philosophy with an emphasis on the meaning and 
experience of embodiment. Topics will include theories and definitions of gender, assessments of gender 
oppression, relationships between bodies and gender identity, cultural inscriptions and evaluations of 
bodies, theories of power and politics of bodies, bodies in science and medicine, and embodiment and 
human identity. No philosophy background is required, but readings will approach feminism from 
philosophical perspectives.   
 
These courses have limited enrollment for BIC students since most participants will be taking the course 
for Philosophy credit.  Please register for BIC 4389 if you desire Capstone credit. 
 
 
Summer 2023—STUDY ABROAD 
BIC 4389  Pilgrimage and Martyrdom 
Dr. Jason Whitlark 



This course explores the concepts of pilgrimage and martyrdom. Medieval pilgrimages by Christians were 
a significant spiritual discipline. “Pilgrimage is a journey to sacred places. Every place has a story, and 
sacred places are those places whose story is associated with God’s self-revelation and with the lives of 
the holy” (New Westminster Dictionary of Spirituality). These pilgrimages had as their goal to visit the 
places of martyrdom and martyr relics. Thus, we will examine how the stories of martyrs shape our own 
understanding of the life that is worth living. We will also examine how the metaphor of pilgrimage helps 
us examine the lives we have lived and the ones we hope to live. 

 

Other Opportunities in Summer 

BIC 4374 World Cultures V: Africa and India   
Dr. Ivo Novakovic  
This section of WC V will study and compare the postcolonial conditions of Africa and India, two areas 
deeply impacted by colonialism to which postcolonial theories are most often applied today. In the first 
part of the course, we will consult contemporary historical and sociological studies to understand how 
postcolonialism interacts with identity, class, gender, and race in the formerly colonized world. In the 
second part of the course, we will discuss major literary and filmic texts through the lens of contemporary 
postcolonial theories. Readings from Africa will include The Heart of Redness (by Zakes Mda) and The 
Convert (by Danai Gurira). Readings from India will include The God of Small Things (by Arundhati 
Roy) and Midnight’s Children (by Salman Rushdie).  
 

Dr. Mike Whitenton will offer a section of BIC 3358 Biblical Heritage in June term on campus 

 

 


