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The new Baylor University Center for Developmental 
Disabilities represents a collaboration between Baylor 
School of Education, other university departments 
and McLane Children’s Scott & White. 1
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Six-year-old Zane Wiggins loves Wednesdays. “It’s Baylor 
day! I get to go to Baylor,” he says when he wakes up.

Zane has Asperger Syndrome, 
and his mother brings him each 
Wednesday to “social circles” at 
the Baylor University Center for 
Developmental Disabilities (BCDD).

“For an hour he is just normal,” 
Adrian Wiggins said. “He is engaging 
with others in some kind of structured 
play. And he loves it.”

BCDD is a collaborative effort 
between Baylor University and McLane 
Children’s Scott & White. The Center 
aims to bring together diagnostic, 
therapeutic, educational and health 
care services for children, plus 
resources for parents. It also provides 
clinical training for Baylor graduate 
students.

An April 1 celebration marked the 
expansion of services, which began in 
the School of Education’s Department 
of Educational Psychology. It also 
was the opening of a new location for 
the Center, at Hillcrest MacArthur 
Clinic in north Waco, made possible 
through the Baylor Scott & White 

involvement. Special speakers at the 
event included Baylor President and 
Chancellor Ken Starr; John Boyd III, 
MD, CEO and Chief Medical Officer 
at McLane Children’s Scott & White; 
and Drayton McLane Jr., chair of the 
board for Baylor Scott & White Health 
and Baylor Regent Emeritus. 

“The Center represents and 
embodies collaboration,” Starr told 
the standing-room-only crowd. 
“For families with children with 
developmental disabilities, it’s just a 
challenge, and it’s an everyday, almost 
every moment challenge. So what a 
blessing this is.”

The new location provides varied 
work and play spaces, plus easier 
access, said Kristen Mainor, director 
of the center’s Behavioral and 
Educational Services Division. “On 
campus, sometimes we would disrupt 
classes, but here the children can make 
as much noise as they want,” she said. 
— Meg Cullar

E D U C A T I O N A L  P S Y C H O L O G Y

“For families with 
children with 
developmental 
disabilities, it’s just 
a challenge, and 
it’s an everyday, 
almost every 
moment challenge. 
So what a blessing 
this is.”  KEN STARR   SOE Programs Lead to New

Collaboration BAYLOR UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

(BCDD) is the umbrella organization 
for several clinics. 
Director: Dr. Eric Robinson
Director of Behavioral and 
Educational Services: Kristen Mainor

Baylor Autism Resource Clinic 
(BARC) organizes social skills 
groups, summer day camp 
and resources for parents and 
professionals.  
Director: Dr. Julie Ivey-Hatz

Clinic for Assessment, 
Research and Education (CARE) 
offers Applied Behavior Analysis 
therapy and assessments. 
Director: Dr. Tonya Davis

Speech and Language Clinic, 
part of Baylor’s Department 
of Communication Sciences 
and Disorders, offers speech 
pathology screenings and 
treatment.  
Director: Dr. David Garrett

For more information, visit  
baylor.edu/BCDD.

ONE-ON-ONE: Twelve-year-old Trung 
comes to the Baylor University Center for 
Developmental Disabilities for ABA therapy 
with graduate student Brendé Gardner.
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If you haven’t noticed by now, this issue of Impact 
is rather different — a larger format, more stories 
and more space to tell each story. To keep cost in 
balance, we are shifting from four to three issues 
per year, but we believe the improvements will 
more than make up for fewer issues. 

In this issue, we also added a cover and expanded content with an 
“inside fold” to give you a snapshot, year-in-review look at the SOE — a 
format we plan to repeat in each fall issue. We are always looking for new 
and more effective ways to share the school’s story; and, as always, we 
look forward to your feedback and other communications.

Perhaps the most significant news in this issue is the announcement 
of Baylor’s new College of Health and Human Sciences, created in 
large measure from the programs and faculty in the SOE’s Department 
of Health, Human Performance and Recreation (HHPR). For some 
years now, the School has been working to build within HHPR Baylor’s 
program capacity in the pre-health professions area, and this is the 
logical extension of that effort. While we will lose our close association 
with HHPR colleagues as part of the School, the change does facilitate 
a more targeted focus on educator preparation programs (K-12, higher 
education and related support services) and concentrates those 
programs and their faculties in a single building on campus.

Finally, on a more personal note, I have announced my intended 
retirement for next year. After 42 years in higher education, 27 of those 
as a dean and more than seven at Baylor, it is time to take this next bold 
step. I have enjoyed nearly every minute as dean at four universities, but 
I like to say, “I saved the best to last.” Baylor University is a wonderful 
place with wonderful people, as all of you know. Some say “success” 
is about being at the right place at the right time; so for me, this has 
been a very successful experience at Baylor. With loss of neither energy, 
enthusiasm or health, I look forward to this next/final year for me, as 
Baylor seeks the next “right person” for this “right place” to continue the 
ever-upward story of Baylor’s School of Education.

For updates on the dean search process, you can visit  
baylor.edu/provost/EdDeanSearch.

COVER PHOTO: SOE master’s student Sarah Turchan provides therapy  
for 4-year-old Mason in one of the seven individual therapy rooms at the  
Baylor University Center for Developmental Disabilities. The center also  
has several larger rooms for groups and a waiting room.

Message 
from the Dean 

Dr. Jon M. Engelhardt
Dean, School of Education
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Did you always have an interest in the 
administrative side of education?

During my Baylor student teaching, as I experienced 
the school setting as a whole, I became interested 
in campus-level administration. I started the 
master’s program immediately after finishing my 
undergraduate work.

You earned your graduate degrees while 
continuing to teach and work?

Yes, and that was certainly challenging. I was an 
assistant principal when I started the doctoral 
program in 1995. Baylor had the wonderful Scholars 
of Practice cohort program for folks like me who were 
working full time but wanted to pursue advanced 
degrees. It was intensive but rewarding. But the 
Baylor experience is unique, because it’s like family. 
The professors really care about you and your future. 

Your husband, Robert Duron, EdD ’00, went 
through the doctoral program with you and has 
also been a superintendent. How have you two 
handled dual careers?

Robert was a superintendent for nine years, so he has 
been my best mentor. He retired as superintendent 
of San Antonio ISD, then worked as deputy 
commissioner of the Texas Education Agency. In 
January he started at the Texas Association of School 
Boards. For many years I followed him as his career 
took us all over Texas. I was lucky to hold several 
great positions in Human Resources, which was 
my primary field of interest — in Clear Creek near 
Houston and Ysleta near El Paso. When we moved 
to San Antonio, I was hired in Comal to do exactly 
what I did not want to do, which was curriculum 
and instruction. But that experience was invaluable, 
because I learned so much, and it opened the door 
for me as superintendent in Elgin.

Were you ready for the job?

I was ready for a new challenge, and I absolutely 
love this job. It is rewarding, it is challenging and it 
is stressful. Just the weight of the responsibility is 
awesome, but I love being able to make a difference.

Tell me about your monthly “Coffee with the 
Superintendent.”

When I first started this job, I wanted to find a way to 
connect with our parents and community and listen 
to their concerns with no set agenda. It has allowed 
me to interact with a diverse group of parents that I 
might not have met otherwise. It has been one of the 
most beneficial experiences since I’ve been here. 

What’s the hardest part of being a 
superintendent?

The hardest thing is recognizing the inequities 
that exist in education across the state and being 
responsible for providing the necessary resources, 
facilities and staff to offer a high-quality education, 
which our students deserve. Elgin ISD is one of 
the 600-plus school districts involved in the school 
finance lawsuit, and until the state reevaluates its 
priorities to adequately and equitably fund education, 
districts like Elgin will continue to struggle to meet 
the unique needs of its students.

E D U C A T I O N A L  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

To read comments from some of Jodi’s professors, visit baylor.edu/SOE/impact.

Other anchor units collaborating 
to form the new College are the 
Louise Herrington School of Nursing, 
Family and Consumer Sciences, 
and Communication Sciences and 
Disorders.

“We are pleased to see this 
recognition for the health-related 
programs that have grown up in 
and been nurtured by the School of 
Education,” said School of Education 
Dean Jon Engelhardt. 

Dr. Rodney Bowden, professor 
of health education and the SOE’s 
associate dean for graduate studies and 
research, will be executive associate 
dean in the new college. Dr. Shelley 
Conroy, dean of the nursing school, 

was appointed to a two-year term as 
inaugural dean of the new college.

The HHPR department’s 
undergraduate enrollment for 
Spring 2014 topped 700, an increase 
of 20 percent in the last five years. 
HHPR offers 10 undergraduate 
majors, with the largest being Health 
Science Studies (HSS), which enrolls 
about half of the department’s 
undergraduates. The HSS major 

can be designed as pre-professional 
preparation for graduate health 
programs such as medical, dental, 
physician assistant, physical therapy or 
pharmacy school. 

Dr. Barb Symm, who directs the 
HSS program, said the program’s 
flexibility attracts many students. 

“Our programs can help students 
fulfill their calling — which is often to 

 HHPR DEPARTMENT MOVES TO

New College
Baylor University announced in May the establishment of a 
College of Health and Human Sciences that will unite four 
existing academic units, including the Department of Health, 
Human Performance and Recreation (HHPR), a department  
of the School of Education.

help people and save lives — through a 
variety of health professions.”

Symm said about half of all HSS 
graduates are accepted to graduate or 
professional programs.

HHPR department chair Paul 
Gordon, PhD, said that many HHPR 
students choose HHPR programs 
after they are already enrolled at 
Baylor. “All of our programs have been 
‘discovery’ majors for the most part,” 
he said. “This new college opens up 
more opportunity and visibility for our 
programs.”

HHPR graduated 44 students with 
master’s degrees and three doctoral 
students in 2013-14. The department 
also operates Baylor’s lifetime fitness 
program of required physical education 
classes for students of all majors. About 
4,000 students are enrolled each 
semester. — Meg Cullar

“Our programs 
can help students 
fulfill their calling — 
which is often 
to help people 
and save lives — 
through a variety of 
health professions.” 
DR. BARB SYMM

H E A L T H ,  H U M A N  P E R F O R M A N C E  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N

2 | IMPACT

Alumni Q&A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A

Jodi Duron

Jodi Isaac Duron, BSEd ’91, MSEd ’93, EdD ’00, 
has been superintendent of Elgin ISD since July 
2012. The district serves 4,200 students in the 
rural town, located 20 miles east of Austin. 

Chris Ha, a 2014 
graduate now enrolled 
in the Texas College of 
Osteopathic Medicine, 
said his switch from 
biology to Health Science 
Studies allowed him 
to focus on sciences he 

enjoyed — fitness, exercise and nutrition — and 
also get practical experience. 

“In Health Science Studies, they are big on not 
only knowing the information, but being able 
to use it,” he said. During a summer internship 
with a transplant surgeon, he said, “I explored 
medicine like I never thought I would, and I 
have a ton of experience going into medical 
school. I definitely feel prepared.”
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New Home for SOE
The School of Education’s three professional 

education departments began the 2013-14 academic 
year in a new home, moving to the renovated Marrs 
McLean Science Building. The SOE occupies the 
south tower of the building, nearest to Marrs McLean 
Gymnasium, home of the Department of Health, Human 
Performance and Recreation. Before the move, the 
School of Education had occupied space in Burleson 
Hall since 1976.

GR ADUATE ENROLLMENT BY DEGREE (FALL 2013)
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Accreditation Update
As part of the School of Education’s national 

accreditation process, the SOE learned in February 
2014 that 14 of 17 professional education programs 
have been “nationally recognized” by their respective 
professional societies.

The review of programs is the first step in the 
accreditation process that occurs every seven years and 
will be complete in January 2017. The Baylor School of 
Education has been nationally accredited since 1981 
and is also accredited by the Texas Education Agency.

NUMBER OF SOE ENDOWED SCHOL ARSHIPS*  
FOR UNDERGR ADUATE STUDENTS (PAST 5 YEARS)

*Currently, to establish a new Endowed Scholarship, donors pledge to 
give $50,000 or more within five years.
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UNDERGR ADUATE ENROLLMENT BY PROGR AM (FALL 2013)

99% Average pass rate for Baylor education 
graduates testing in the State of Texas

269 SOE undergraduate degrees granted

Professional education graduates 
graduating with university honors

A N N U A L  U P D A T E  2013-14

The SOE comprises four departments in two 
general areas. The Departments of Curriculum & 
Instruction, Educational Psychology and Educational 
Administration prepare students for careers as 
educators. The Department of Health, Human 
Performance and Recreation prepares students for a 
variety of health-related careers, offering programs 
ranging from health education to pre-med.

The SOE offers 19 undergraduate majors — 13 in 
professional education and 10 in professional health 
programs. The SOE’s robust graduate program offers 
15 different degrees — nine in professional education 
and six in professional health. At the undergraduate 
level, the health program is larger in numbers, while 
at the graduate level, the professional education 
programs are larger.

New PhD program in Higher Education
The Baylor Board of Regents approved a new 

PhD program in the Department of Educational 
Administration. The new program in Higher Education 
Studies and Leadership will specifically prepare students 
who want to pursue a leadership role in higher education. 
The first students will matriculate in August 2014.

SOE NEWS BRIEFS
Yearly gifts to the School of Education have 

increased significantly in the last five years, growing 
by 600 percent since the 2009-10 year. This has 
allowed the SOE to provide more and larger 
scholarships to worthy students. 

While the growth is encouraging, SOE Dean 
Jon Engelhardt said the SOE continues to see a 
significant need for student scholarships, especially 
for those pursuing a career in teaching. “When 
we can help an outstanding student earn a Baylor 
teaching degree, it makes a difference not just to 
that student, but for the thousands they will reach 
and teach in the future,” he said.

GIVING TO THE  
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

SOE BY THE NUMBERS 

$1,181,133
Gifts to the SOE in fiscal year 2013-14

T H E  M I SS I O N  of the Baylor University 

School of Education is to prepare, 

within a Christian environment, 

individuals who improve society 

through leadership, teaching,  

research and service within their 

professions and communities.
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Micheil Brian Spillane
Dissertation: Effects of Lower- and 
Higher-Volume Resistance Exercise 
on Serum Testosterone and Skeletal 
Muscle Androgen Reception 
Content in Men: Subsequent Effects 
on the mRNA Expression of Insulin-
Like Growth Factor Peptide and 
Myosatin in Skeletal Muscle
Mentor: Dr. Darryn S. Willoughby, 
Department of Health, Human 
Performance and Recreation

Anges Chi-Hung Tang
Dissertation: The representation 
of Asian Americans in Children’s 
Literature: A content Analysis of 
Texas Reading Basals
Mentor: Dr. Betty J. Conaway, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

Lynn Woodward Wisely
Dissertation: Relationships 
Between College Knowledge and 
College-Going Beliefs of Eighth 
Grade Students
Mentor: Dr. Susan K. Johnsen, 
Department of Educational 
Psychology

E D D s AWA R DE D 2013 -14

Jessica Padrón Meehan
Dissertation: Castañeda v. Pickard: 
The Struggle for an Equitable 
Education  —  One Family’s 
Experience with Resistance
Mentor: Dr. Betty J. Connaway, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

Patricia Kathryn Patterson 
Nelson
Dissertation: Piano Curriculum: 
What Teachers Are Using and How 
It Aligns with Jerome Bruner’s 
Enactive, Iconic, and Symbolic 
Learning Theory
Mentor: Dr. Trena Wilkerson, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

James Byron Rodgers
Dissertation: An Examination of 
the Relationship between Football 
Coaches and the Teaching of Social 
Studies in the State of Texas
Mentor: Dr. J. Wesley Null, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

Danielle Lea Shrock
Dissertation: Teachers’ Reasons 
for Including Field Trips in the 
Curriculum
Mentor: Dr. Betty J. Conaway, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

Amanda M. Walker
Dissertation: Using Graphic Novels 
to Improve Literacy
Mentor: Dr. Gretchen E. Schwarz, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

Allen Reeves Ware
Dissertation: Sentient Puppets 
and the Moral Imagination: A 
Descriptive Study of the Integration 
of Story with Puppetry Arts on Film 
via an Original Production Pilot 
Episode Featuring Phyzzlestapf 
the Dragon as Moral Instruction 
to Second Through Fifth Grade 
Children
Mentor: Dr. Douglas W. Rogers, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

E D U C AT I O N SPEC I A L IS T 
IN S C H O O L P S YC H O LO G Y

Erin Kelly Butler
Cathryn Leigh Clark
Stacy Marie Miller
Megan Elise Stauffer
Nydia Denise Zamora

Baylor University’s newest living-learning center 
(LLC) will be the Education Living-Learning Center, 
opening Fall 2015 in the newly remodeled South 
Russell Residence Hall. The Education LLC will 
house not only teacher education majors but any 
Baylor students with an interest in becoming 
educators in any capacity.

“I hope we attract a diverse group of students with a 
commitment to change the world through education,” said 
Dr. Brooke Blevins, assistant professor in the School of 
Education’s Department of Curriculum & Instruction. 
Blevins, along with visiting clinical assistant professor Dr. 
Leanne Howell, developed the proposal for the Education 
LLC. “I want students to see the value in community, and 
the importance of working, living and growing together.” 

The Education LLC will have an SOE faculty-in-
residence. From 2009 to 2013, the SOE’s Dr. Doug Rogers 

served as a faculty-in-residence at Baylor’s Leadership LLC 
in Allen Hall. Rogers, associate dean and associate professor 
for Curriculum & Instruction, said a faculty-in-residence 
can help expand the impact the LLC has on its students by 
focusing on academics. 

“Students will see that academics and the notion of 
learning any time, any place, anywhere is a reality,”  
Rogers said. 

Dr. Larry Browning, professor and chair of Curriculum 
& Instruction, said students who live in South Russell will 
take their SOE classes close by, eat their meals in the newly 
remodeled Penland Crossroads next door, and can find 
coffee and snacks nearby at the Starbucks in Moody Library. 
“Everything they need is right here,” he said.

Education LLC residents can choose double or triple 
furnished bedroom spaces. South Russell will have 
community bathrooms, a shared kitchen, a game room, an 
exercise room and classrooms. 

Blevins said the LLC will begin accepting applications for 
the 2015 school year in November. Applicants of any major, 
concentration, gender or classification are encouraged to 
apply, she said. 

Blevins said she hopes students will stay beyond their 
freshman year to become leaders who will guide the LLC’s 
website, service opportunities, programming and spiritual 
life development. 

C U R R I C U L U M  &  I N S T R U C T I O N

IMPACT | 76 | IMPACT

PHD s AWA R DE D 2013 -14

Christina Crenshaw
Dissertation: Teaching for 
Transformation: Engaging a 
Christian Worldview in Teacher 
Education Courses to Address K-12 
Social Issues
Mentor: Dr. Betty J. Conaway, 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction

 

Laurel A. Littlefield
Dissertation: The Effect of Exercise 
Intensity on Postprandial Blood 
Lipids
Mentor: Dr. Peter W. Grandjean, 
Department of Health, Human 
Performance and Recreation

Brandon Lee Moore
Dissertation: Veterans as Teachers? 
A Qualitative Study of the Inhibitors 
and Enabling Factors for OIF/OEF-era 
Active Duty Veterans to Complete 
a Teacher Education Program and 
Initial Certification Using Military 
Educational Benefits
Mentor: Dr. Tony Talbert, Department 
of Curriculum & Instruction

Bianca Romana Ochoa
Dissertation: Preparing Preservice 
Teacher Candidates to Differentiate 
Instructional Practices
Mentor: Dr. Susan K. Johnsen, 
Department of Educational 
Psychology

Neil Andrew Schwarz
Dissertation: Effect of Resistance 
Exercise Intensity on the Expression 
of GC-1 alpha Isoforms and the 
Anabolic and Catabolic Signaling 
Mediators, iGF-1 and Myostatin, in 
Human Skeletal Muscle
Mentor: Dr. Darryn S. Willoughby, 
Department of Health, Human 
Performance and Recreation

The SOE’s graduate programs are among the most 
productive in the University, calculated by publications and 
presentations. For the most recent year tallied (2012-13), 
the Department of Educational Psychology ranked No. 1 
for academic publications per student in a Baylor doctoral 
program. The doctoral students in Curriculum & Instruction 
ranked No. 1 for presentations at disciplinary meetings. 
Master’s students in Educational Psychology ranked No. 2 
in the number of academic presentations given.

TERMINAL DEGREES 
GRANTED 2013-1419 

Browning said he expects the Education LLC to draw 
students from outside the SOE. “We do have some ongoing 
partnerships with other departments,” Browning said, noting 
collaborative programs with health science studies; the 
history, biology and math departments; and the School of 
Music. — Briana Rojas

82 
MASTER’S DEGREES 
GRANTED 2013-14

G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M

SOE Excellence at the Highest Levels

24 DOCTORAL-LEVEL 
ASSISTANTSHIPS

103 GRADUATE 
ASSISTANTSHIPS

79 MASTER’S-LEVEL 
ASSISTANTSHIPS

baylor.edu/educationLLC

Meet Dr. Mona Choucair
Faculty-in-Residence
Senior Lecturer in Curriculum &  
Instruction and English

“When we move 
the classroom to 
the living room…
it’s a chance to see 
a different side of 
each other.”

Newest Living-Learning Center
will House Future Educators

http://www.baylor.edu/educationllc/
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Five students and three programs in the School of Education 
received statewide recognition from Quest for Quality, a 
collaboration between CREATE (Center for Research, 
Education and Advancement of Teacher Education) and the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board that identifies 
exemplary teacher candidates and exceptional practices in 
university teacher-preparation programs. 

“I’m really pleased to say that all eight of Baylor School of 
Education’s nominations were selected as exemplary,” SOE 
Dean Jon Engelhardt said. “It’s a real sweep for recognizing 
Baylor students and efforts.”

Student teachers recognized were Elizabeth Bartels 
(EC-6 Generalist, ESL), Claire Kirkland (EC-6 Generalist), 
Benjamin Rabideau (EC-12 Special Education), Molly Walker 
(EC-12 Special Education), and Stephanie Wilson (EC-6 
Generalist/Special Education).

Baylor’s Secondary Teacher Education Program, which 
incorporates significant faculty-guided field experience, 
received recognition as an exemplary field-based practice. 

Dr. Suzanne Nesmith’s Elementary Science Methods 
Video Project was recognized as an exemplary faculty 
practice. The project requires Baylor education majors to 
produce a video and quiz on a science concept.

The Greater Waco Area Superintendents (GWAS) 
Collaborative was recognized as an exemplary K-12 partnership. 
Founded in 2007, GWAS includes SOE Dean Jon Engelhardt 
and superintendents from local school districts. The group 
advises the dean and develops joint legislative priorities to 
support public education. 

A W A R D S  &  H O N O R S
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Quest for Quality

Faculty Accolades

Members of the Greater Waco Area  
Superintendents (GWAS) Collaborative

Dr. Susan Johnsen, professor and 
director of the PhD program in 
Educational Psychology and of Gifted 
Programs, received two prestigious 
awards this year. She was named State 
Advocate for the Gifted by the Texas 
Association for the Gifted & Talented, 
and she received the 2014 Outstanding 
Leadership Award from the Council for 
Exceptional Children. 

Dr. Tony Talbert, professor in 
the Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction, received the McGraw 
Hill Distinguished Scholar Award in 
recognition of his career of scholarly 
contributions to qualitative and 
ethnographic research. The award was 
presented at the Ethnographic and 
Qualitative Research Conference. 

Baylor’s GEAR UP Mathematics 
Initiative, developed by professors in 
Baylor’s School of Education and Math 
Department, received a national award 

in October. The School Science and 
Mathematics Association presented 
the Baylor collaborators with the 
Award for Excellence in Integrating 
Science and Mathematics. Dr. Trena 
Wilkerson, professor of Curriculum 
& Instruction and graduate program 
director in the Department of 
Curriculum & Instruction, directed the 
GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness 
and Readiness for Undergraduate 
Programs) Math Initiative.

Baylor and the SOE have been 
involved in GEAR UP — a federal 
grant-funded program that prepares 
students for higher education — since 
1999. The GEAR UP math team also 
included Dr. Rachelle Rogers, clinical 
assistant professor in Middle School 
Mathematics Education.

Dr. Brooke Blevins, assistant professor 
of Curriculum & Instruction, received 
the John Laska Dissertation Award 

in Teaching from the American 
Association of Curriculum & Teaching 
in Fall 2013. 

Dr. Rishi Sriram, assistant professor of 
Higher Education and Student Affairs 
and the graduate program coordinator 
of Educational Administration, received 
the Faculty Member of the Year 
award from the Texas Association 
of College & University Student 
Personnel Administrators, recognizing 
outstanding contributions to teaching, 
research and the mentorship of 
graduate students. 

Dr. Paul La Bounty, associate 
professor of Health, Human 
Performance and Recreation in the 
Baylor School of Education, was the 
recipient of the Collins Outstanding 
Professor Award for 2014. The Collins 
Professor is chosen annually by a vote 
of Baylor’s senior class.

As you turn onto Amy Holecek’s street, you immediately 
notice the wood beams rising in every direction, forming 
skeletons of future homes. But this isn’t a new subdivision. 
With just one finished home, Amy’s street is a place where 
families have lived for generations. In her West, Texas, 
neighborhood, the sound of circular saws is the sound of 
people rebuilding — literally and figuratively.

When the West Fertilizer Company exploded April 17, 
2013, it claimed 15 lives and uprooted hundreds in the tight-
knit town. Amy’s home — where she lives and commutes 
from — was just 900 feet from the plant. Her grandparents 
were a block closer. In an instant, Amy and her mother, Toni 
Holecek (BSEd ’79), along with her grandfather (also a Baylor 
alum and educator) and grandmother, were homeless.

“We were some of the lucky ones,” Amy said. “We didn’t 
lose people. We just lost stuff. And it’s a miracle. My mom 

was standing outside the house watching the fire when it 
exploded. Our car imploded and our house was destroyed, 
but she didn’t have a cut.”

That was the first of the miracles Amy describes in the 
weeks following the explosion. A scholarship student in the 
School of Education, Amy needed a miracle to stay at Baylor 
another year. She found that through the Carpenter Family 
Endowed Scholarship in Education. 

“I wouldn’t be here without it,” Amy said. “We lost 
everything, and tuition was going to have to take a back seat 
to rebuilding our home and everything in it.”

For scholarship benefactor Don Carpenter (BBA ’81), 
getting to know and support Amy is a joy.

G I V I N G  T O  T H E  S O E

West Tragedy Can’t Stop SOE Student 

Amy Holecek

“Janette [Don’s wife] and I are so impressed by Amy and 
her poise,” Carpenter said. “She’s been very positive in seeing 
everything as opportunities rather than hardships. Trying to 
keep on track and move forward, she never portrays herself 
as a victim. We’re blessed to know her and be in a position 
to help.”

Even before receiving the scholarship, Amy said, she 
needed a miracle to finish her sophomore year. “The 
explosion was right at the end of the semester,” she said. “I 
couldn’t focus on school.”

Emotional as she remembered, Amy said her professors 
gave selflessly of their time to help her finish. “One of my 
professors even took up gifts for me,” she said.

Now that Amy has finished her junior year, she marvels 
at the journey. The Holeceks have a new home, her mom 
just retired after 35 years teaching in West ISD, and her 
grandparents have an apartment in Waco. 

This fall, Amy begins her final year as an undergraduate 
training to be an elementary teacher — a profession where 
she will likely perform miracles for many others who need 
them. — Derek Smith
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Blake Harris

Your support can make an incredible 
difference in the lives of Baylor students.  
Consider establishing your own or contributing 
to an existing endowed scholarship fund at 
Baylor’s School of Education.

To find out how you can get involved, 
contact Blake Harris at (254) 710-8475 or 
800-BAYLOR-U, option 4, 
Blake_Harris@baylor.edu or  
visit baylor.edu/give.

“We lost everything, and 
tuition was going to have to 
take a back seat to rebuilding 
our home…” AMY HOLECEK

https://www.baylor.edu/give/index.php?id=49837&a=3&f=0364303
mailto:Blake_Harris@baylor.edu?Subject=Fall 2014 Impact
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Address Service Requested

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

One Bear Place #97304
Waco, TX 76798-7304

Marrs McLean Science  
Building Courtyard

Saturday, Nov. 1

After the Parade and
Before the Game

J O I N  T H E 

S C H O O L  O F  E D U C AT I O N  

F O R  A 

Homecoming  
Tailgate!

FREE (reservations required)
Register online at: baylor.edu/SOE

http://www.baylor.edu/soe/



