
 

 
Baylor University	   

Tuesday, October 12, 2014 

 

Lori Oczkus 

8:30-11:00 Keynote and 12:30-1:30 breakout 
Lori Oczkus is a literacy coach, author, and popular speaker across the United States. Tens of thousands 
of teachers have attended her motivating, fast paced workshops and read her practical, research-based 
professional books. Lori has extensive experience as a bilingual elementary teacher, intervention 
specialist working with struggling readers, and staff developer and literacy coach. She works with 
students every week in classrooms and really knows the challenges that teachers face in teaching 
students to read. 

 

    
 Tom McDermott 

12:30-1:30 and 1:45-2:45 breakouts 
… a first generation Irish-American on his father’s side, born Texan, rooted in the musical soil of 
his grandmother’s opera career and twisted by his uncle’s tall tales and bluegrass music, Tom 
travels the US as a storyteller, guitarist, percussionist, and virtuoso ukulelist at festivals, 
conferences, and schools. He is a published children’s author and accompanies his family stories, 
adapted folktales, myths, and Southern lore with humor and music (on guitar, ukuleles, drums or 
theremin) to create a u        nique experience for listeners of all ages.  



 

Morning Keynote Session 
 

 

Registration                       7:45-8:30 
Cashion Academic Center, 5th Floor 

Bagels and Coffee 

Books by Lori Oczkus and Tom McDermott will be on sale at the Baylor Book Store booth. 
 
 
Greetings & Announcements                                             8:30 – 8:45 
 
        
Keynote Session                   8:45 – 11:00 

 
Just the Facts: Close Reading and Comprehension of Informational Text 

Today our students need strategies to read informational text closely and with strong comprehension. Join us and 
learn proven ideas you can use tomorrow to boost the content area literacy skills of all of your students while 
meeting the challenges of today’s rigorous standards and testing. Lori will share her "Top Five" ideas for the 
hottest topics including close reading and interactive ways to improve comprehension.  Come learn exciting ways 
to teach informational text structures and features to students that really work! You’ll use the engaging 
comprehension lessons over and over to teach informational text all day long in science, social studies, whole 
class lessons, and in small group reading.  

Come share as we learn 

• Creative ways to teach students informational text structures 

• Interactive lessons to teach text features 

• A proven close reading protocol that really works! 

• Practical ideas for teaching content area material with text sets 

• Creative lessons for teaching comprehension with the standards 

• Ways to help students synthesize across pairs of texts 

 
Lori will sign books at 11:00 and 1:30 at the Author Signing Table at the back of Cashion 510. 

 

 



 

 

Lunch Break                               11:00-12:30 

 

A variety of restaurants are available near campus on Interstate 35 and in downtown Waco. Please take time 
during lunch to discuss what you have learned so far about reading and writing with informational text and how 
you will put it to work in your classroom. 

For those who do not want to bother with driving and hunting for a new parking space, the following dining choices 
are available within easy walking distance in the Bill Daniel Student Center (BDSC):   

Chick-Fil-A 

Einstein Brothers Bagels 

Mooyah Burgers & Fries 

Panda Express (Chinese) 

Freshii (Healthy Salads, 
Smoothies, etc.) 
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Afternoon Breakout Sessions 
 

Guided Writing: The Missing Middle Piece:  
Practical Lessons, Powerful Results! 

12:30-1:30 
 

Cashion 510                            Lori Oczkus 
          
 
Come learn the powerful effect scaffolded writing instruction can have on your students.  Guided writing is the 
“missing middle piece” that supports students during that fledgling phase between modeled/shared writing and 
their solo work.  Lori’s practical lessons show you how to easily transform dull, lifeless writing into colorful 
organized pieces full of voice.  You’ll walk away with the steps and “cool tools” to guide students as they write 
everything from personal narratives to response to literature, poetry, and reports. Strengthen and dramatically 
improve student writing and craft using mentor texts, modeling, impromptu dramatizations, and cooperative 
group writing. Proven ways to reach strugg     ling, reluctant writers will be included throughout the day. The 
presentation is based on Lori’s best selling Heinemann book,Guided Writing: Practical Lessons, Powerful 
Results. You’ll leave with dozens of proven and exciting ideas to use immediately to improve your students’ 
writing.  
 

Lori will sign books again at 1:30 at the Author Signing Table at the back of Cashion 510. 

 
 
 
 

Featured Children’s Author Session 
12:30-1:30 & 1:45-2:45 

 
Cashion 501 Conference Room                   Tom McDermott 

Recipient of the John Henry Faulk Award and Winner of the 2nd Annual Lone Star State Ukulelist of the Year 
Competition, Tom has performed and spoken at storytelling festivals and professional conferences across the 
US including the Tejas, Rocky Mountain and St. Louis Storytelling Festivals as well as the National Hemophilia 
Association, National Storytelling Association Conference and the annual conference for Children’s Oncology 
Camps of America. A featured teller at the 2012 Sneem International Storytelling and Folklore Festival in 
Ireland, Tom is an ordained United Methodist Church minister and social worker turned full-time raconteur.  His 
stories tickle the funny bone and touch the heart in a way that perhaps storyteller/festival producer Jeannine 
Pasini-Beekman best described saying, “Tom is Texas’ own Zen Methodist Trickster – a teller of timeless 
truths with a uke up his sleeve.” 

 

Tom McDermott will sign books at 1:30 and 2:45 at the Author Signing Table in Cashion 510 

 



 
Using Foldables for Instruction and Differentiation 

12:30-1:30 and 1:45-2:45 
 
MMSci/School of Education        Kim Hardin 
GL15              Baylor University 
        
Foldables are 3-dimensional graphic organizers used to help students organize their thinking and create 
connections during learning. This session will focus on foldable strategies for reading and language concepts 
in grades 2-5. Participants will leave this session with examples of foldables as well as ideas for application in 
reading instruction and differentiation.  This session is appropriate for grades 2-5. 

 
 

 
 

Talking, Tweeting, and Texting: Appropriating Oral and Written  
Language Styles in the 21st Century Classroom 

12:30-1:30 
 

Cowden Room, Third Floor                    Lakia Scott 
Bill Daniel Student Center         Baylor University 
 
In this presentation, attendees will learn how to teach students to appropriate their language (oral and written) 
specific to their intended audience. Some of the language styles to be discussed include: text speak, the urban 
dialect, and social media trends; all of which can be used interchangeably in a classroom setting to advance 
the academic outcomes of 21st century learners. Specifically, quick reference guides and lesson plan 
examples will be provided for helping to bridge the gap between language, social media and technology, and 
the 21st century learner. 
 

 

English Language Learners--What Can Be Inferred with Scaffolding? 
12:30-1:30  

Claypool Room, Third Floor                   Rick Strot 
Bill Daniel Student Center                   Baylor University 

 
This session will focus on two key components of Sheltered Instruction from the SIOP mode--Comprehensible 
Input and Building Background.  Participants will analyze videos of ESL classrooms to identify important 
features of scaffolding during instruction.  Interactive tasks will focus on ways to support English Learners with 
strategies that scaffold making inferences from text.	  	   

 

 



Featured Children’s Author Session  
(Repeat of 12:30 presentation) 

1:45-2:45 
 
Cashion 510                          Tom McDermott 

Recipient of the John Henry Faulk Award and Winner of the 2nd Annual Lone Star State Ukulelist of the Year 
Competition, Tom has performed and spoken at storytelling festivals and professional conferences across the 
US including the Tejas, Rocky Mountain and St. Louis Storytelling Festivals as well as the National Hemophilia 
Association, National Storytelling Association Conference and the annual conference for Children’s Oncology 
Camps of America. A featured teller at the 2012 Sneem International Storytelling and Folklore Festival in 
Ireland, Tom is an ordained United Methodist Church minister and social worker turned full-time raconteur.  His 
stories tickle the funny bone and touch the heart in a way that perhaps storyteller/festival producer Jeannine 
Pasini-Beekman best described saying, “Tom is Texas’ own Zen Methodist Trickster – a teller of timeless 
truths with a uke up his sleeve.” 

Tom McDermott will sign books at 1:30 and 2:45 at the Author Signing Table in Cashion 510 

 
Making Connections Across Genres 

1:45-2:45 
 

Cashion 501 Conference Room                          Jessica Rogers & Sherry McElhannon
                Literary Fusions
  
Heroism.  Identity. Family. These are common themes in literature, but do students really understand what 
they mean? With a heightened focus on students’ ability to interact with complex texts and make connections 
across genres, students must build background knowledge in order to understand these themes. This session 
will help teachers learn to build multi-genre text sets around a common theme or attribute in order to help 
students dig deeper.  Text sets include a variety of materials on a variety of readiness levels and can be used 
to construct a solid foundation for subsequent learning and a common vocabulary.   
 

 
Autism in the Classroom 

1:45-2:45 
 

Cashion Academic Building               Susan Huey 
500 Seminar Room          Education	  Consultant	  on	  Autism
        
A brief overview of autism will be presented along with practical strategies teachers can utilize in their own  
classrooms to help students with autism be successful learners.  

 
 
 
 



Using Foldables for Instruction and Differentiation 
(Repeat of 12:30 presentation) 

1:45-2:45 
 

MMSci/School of Education        Kim Hardin 
GL15              Baylor University 
        
Foldables are 3-dimensional graphic organizers used to help students organize their thinking and create 
connections during learning. This session will focus on foldable strategies for reading and language concepts 
in grades 2-5. Participants will leave this session with examples of foldables as well as ideas for application in 
reading instruction and differentiation.  This session is appropriate for grades 2-5. 

 
 

 
The Story of Spices: Historical and  

Geographical Investigations of Spice Trade 
1:45-2:45 

Cowden Room, Third Floor       Karon	  LeCompte	  and	  Alyssa	  Messier	  
Bill Daniel Student Center                   Baylor University 
 
Spices	  are	  among	  the	  earliest	  products	  that	  have	  crossed	  the	  globe	  in	  trade	  networks.	  	  Spices	  are	  
aromatics,	   used	   in	   food,	   festivity,	   and	   medicine.	   They	   are	   natural	   products	   prepared	   for	   long	  
storage	   and	   distant	   travel.	   This	   interactive	   presentation	   offers	   a	   hands-‐on	   experience	   with	  
different	   spices	   and	   challenges	   participants	   to	   relate	   the	   sensory	   experience	   of	   a	   spice	   to	   the	  
botany	   of	   the	   plant	   from	   which	   it	   comes,	   its	   geographical	   origin,	   the	   history	   of	   its	   trade,	   and	  
cultures	  and	  recipes	  in	  which	  it	  is	  used.	  	  Resources	  and	  non-‐fiction	  text	  about	  the	  origins	  of	  spices	  
will	  be	  shared. 

 
 

Extending the Text:  Using Artifact Activities to Provide a Context for Reading 
12:30-1:30 

Claypool Room, Third Floor                   Elena Lopez 
Bill Daniel Student Center                   Baylor University 

 
Teachers can provide a context for reading by introducing students to artifacts connected to the text.  An 
artifact activity enables the teacher to provide the background knowledge students need to understand the 
text.  Artifact activities also allow teachers to access and assess students‰Ûª prior knowledge, which is vital 
to enhancing students‰Ûª reading comprehension and engagement with the text.  Cross-disciplinary 
connections can be forged through artifact activities as well.  A model of an artifact activity will be presented to 
session participants. 

 



 

 

 

Conference Evaluation & Certificate Pick Up 
Cashion Fifth Floor       3:00 - 3:30 

Please fill out the conference evaluation form and sign to document your afternoon attendance at the 
conference.    We would appreciate it if you would return your name tags for recycling as you turn your form in.  

You may then pick up your certificate and head for home.  

 

 

 

Thank you for coming to TAIR this year. 
We hope you enjoyed it and plan to return next year! 

 
 
 

Who is at TAIR this year? 
 

Axtell ISD 

Baylor University 

Belton ISD 

Bruceville-Eddy ISD 

Chilton ISD 

Connally ISD 

Copperas Cove ISD 

Dew ISD 

Fairfield ISD 

Groesbeck ISD 

 

Harmony Science 
Academy 

Hillsboro ISD 

Itasca ISD 

Killeen ISD 

Lampasas ISD 

La Vega ISD 

Lorena ISD 

McGregor ISD 

Midway ISD 

 

Rapoport Academy 

Riesel ISD 

Robinson ISD 

Rogers ISD 

Salado ISD 

St. Mary’s West 

Teague ISD 

Valley Mills ISD 

Waco ISD 

West ISD   

 

 

 



 

TAIR-A Proud Heritage and a Promising Future! 
In November, 1946, the annual meeting of Texas State Teacher’s Association convened with some 10,000 
teachers and administrators in attendance. Of those 10,000 teachers, only 20 attended the Reading 
Sectional meeting.  In order to address the apparent indifference and apathy of Texas teachers concerning 
the pressing problems in teaching children to read, these 20 teachers banded together and elected Jewel 
Askew chairperson. They charged Ms. Askew with planning a program to attract teachers to the TSTA 
Reading Sectional meeting. 

Cognizant of the fact that teachers of reading throughout the state needed an organization which would 
provide an opportunity for them to hear outstanding people in the field of reading, Jewel Askew become 
acquainted with current research, materials, and people to share successful instructional strategies at the 
sectional meeting.   

In 1947, 100 people were identified as reading leaders by Superintendents of every school system in the 
state with 500 or more students. These people agreed to undertake leadership roles at the next conference 
by being discussion leaders, consultants, or recorders during the Reading Sectional meeting.   

On November 25, 1948, these same 100 participants met in Dallas, Texas, during the Business Sectional 
meeting to discuss the seriousness of the problem they faced in trying to improve reading programs in the 
schools across the state.  This problem was presented from the conference platform the next morning, and 
a motion was made that a reading association be organized.  The audience members who were willing to 
support such an organization through membership dues were asked to drop their names and one dollar into 
a hat.  375 people responded and became the charter members of the present Texas Association for the 
Improvement of Reading (TAIR).  

The First Annual Conference of Texas Association for the Improvement of Reading was held on the 
campus of Sul Ross State College in Alpine, Texas, in November 1949.  The goal was set to provide a 
reading conference that cost no more than $50 and was within 200 miles of every teacher in the state. 

Sul Ross University also hosted the second TAIR Conference, with the University of Houston, Texas 
Southern University and West Texas State University joining Sul Ross in offering TAIR conferences by 
1952, and Pan American University and Southern Methodist University in 1953.  By 1970, TAIR 
Conferences were offered across the state on 13 different campuses.  

TAIR conferences continue to serve Texas educators by offering the opportunity to hear speakers relate 
the latest research in reading methodology and reading assessment, authors of children’s literature speak 
on the process of writing, and Texas teachers present the effective strategies used in their classrooms.   

The initial goal of the charter membership of TAIR to hold a reading conference within reach of every 
teacher has been achieved. Because of the support of outstanding teachers and administrators and the 
dynamic leadership at both the state and local levels, TAIR will continue its mission to teach all children of 
Texas to read.  TAIR – a proud heritage, a meaningful present, a promising future. 

 


