From the Dean’s Desk
By now, many of you have received your copies of the Spring 2014 edition of our alumni magazine, Docket
Call, and you see that we have dedicated the issue to Baylor Lawyers who served during World War II.
The men who came back from that war made a significant impact on the future of Baylor Law School. Before
the war, enrollment at the Law School hovered around just under 100. In 1943, Baylor Law School closed its
doors as students, potential students and faculty members joined the military. Those doors would remain
closed until 1946. That’s when enrollment at Baylor Law began to explode. When the Law School re-opened
in the fall of 1946, about 100 students enrolled. By the fall of 1949 — thanks largely to the GI Bill — the
number of Baylor Law School students had grown to 402, a size slightly above our current enrollment more
than six decades later.
That was one effect of the members of “The Greatest Generation” who passed through Baylor Law. The other
is that from that point on, Baylor Lawyers’ influence grew throughout the legal system. Some of those men,
such as Matt “Mad Dog” Dawson (LLB ’38) and the late Dean Angus McSwain (JD ’49), brought their talents
back to Baylor Law to influence future generations of Baylor Lawyers.
In the current issue of Docket Call we talked to four Baylor Lawyers who served during World War II —
Dawson, James W. Wray Jr. (JD ’47), Judge James F. Clawson Jr. (JD ’48) and Hornor Shelton (LLB ’49). We
selected these men because they represented some of the last living links to that momentous time in Baylor
Law’s and the world’s history.
Sadly, the week Docket Call went to press, James W. Wray Jr. passed away — a reminder of just how fragile
our connection to that time has become. We are hopeful though that as you read his story you recognize a life
well lived.
You can read more about Wray’s accomplishments in a special obituary we have included in this issue of
Rocket Docket. We have also taken the opportunity to expand on the life and career of another Baylor Lawyer
featured in the Docket Call, Hornor Shelton (LLB ’49).
Also in this issue of Rocket Docket, it’s time to save-the-date for Baylor Law Alumni Weekend 2014. And
you really will want to mark your calendars for this one. This will be our first Alumni Weekend with Baylor
University’s new McLane Stadium. As such, we will be holding almost all of our Alumni Weekend events,
including Burgers & Blue Bell, at the Sheila and Walter Umphrey Law Center, just across the Brazos River
from the new stadium. It will provide quite a backdrop to this year’s festivities.

When War Came to Baylor Law School: James W. Wray Jr., 1922-2014
James W. Wray Jr. (JD ’47), 91, passed away after a short illness on Feb. 13, 2014. Wray is featured in the
recently published spring issue of our alumni magazine, Docket Call, which focuses on Baylor Lawyers who
served in the military during World War II. We profiled four Baylor Lawyers who are still with us in order to
illustrate the impact the war had on Baylor Law School and to emphasize that Baylor Law’s contribution to
“The Greatest Generation” is quietly passing. The Spring 2014 issue of Docket Call was printed the very week
Wray passed away. We regret that he did not have an opportunity to see just how much he and his service to
his country meant to Baylor Law.
Due to a reporting error in the Docket Call article on Wray, the story states that Wray arrived on the shores
of Normandy a few days after the initial D-Day invasion. This is incorrect. Wray was the captain of a naval
vessel that landed during the second or third wave of the invasion on D-Day, June 6, 1944. We apologize for
the error.
Wray was born Feb. 28, 1922 in Waco to Cue Phillips and Jimmy Wray. The younger Wray attended Baylor
University and graduated in 1943. Like most young men of his time, he answered the call of duty and entered
the United States Navy and was commissioned as a Naval Officer in 1943. After the D-Day invasion, Wray
continued to serve his country in the Pacific Theater. Following the war, Wray returned home and obtained
his law degree from Baylor Law School in 1947. Following graduation, Baylor Law School requested that Wray
stay on as a torts instructor to incoming law students.
After a year as an instructor, Wray moved to Corpus Christi and entered private practice with the law firm of
Lewright, Dyer, Redford, Burnett, Wray and Woolsey, where he practiced law for more than 30 years. Wray
continued to practice law in Corpus Christi with the law firm of Chaves, Obregon, & Perales until he was 91
years of age. Every day he reported for duty, willing to help and mold young lawyers.
Wray served as president of the Corpus Christi Bar Association, State Bar director for District 11, director of
the Texas Association of Defense Counsel, Texas State chairman for the American College of Trial Lawyers,
and was a member of many other prestigious legal and community organizations throughout his legal career.
The State Bar of Texas in 2005 recognized Wray as one of the most outstanding lawyers in Texas.
Wray was preceded in death by his wife, Beverly Marshall, and his sister, Margaret Wray Keton. He is survived
by two daughters and their families, Nancy and Cletus Dodd and Sara and Martin White; five grandchildren,
Elizabeth (Dodd), and husband, Lloyd Conaway, Margaret Dodd, Martin Wray White, William White, and
Maude White; and two great granddaughters, Ellen James Conaway and Margaret Grace Conaway.

When War Came To Baylor Law School: Hornor Shelton
In June 1942, Hornor Shelton was just like any other undergrad on the Baylor University campus. He spent
his time studying, going to chapel, and occasionally stopping by Baylor Drug on the corner of Fifth Street and
Speight Avenue. Shelton, who came from nearby Bellmead, planned to go to law school, but he already knew
that would have to wait.
In November 1942, Shelton enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps V12 program and he was made a private first
class on inactive duty while he attended classes. On July 1, 1943, he was called to active duty and was sent to
Southwestern University in Georgetown. In the summer of 1944, Shelton reported to Parris Island, S.C., (boot
camp), then on to Camp Lejeune, N.C., for holding, and lastly to Quantico, Va., where in June 1945 he was
commissioned as a second lieutenant.
He was next sent to Camp Pendleton, Calif., for assignment to Japan by way of Guam. Shelton landed in
Sasebo, Kyushu and went by rail to Nagasaki to report to the Second Marine Division.
One of Shelton’s most chilling wartime memories was seeing the devastation in Nagasaki in 1945 in the
aftermath of the second atomic bomb explosion.
“All the houses and buildings had been destroyed except for a chimney in the distance and the site of twisted
steel from Mitsubishi Iron Works that was alongside what had been a railroad station,” Shelton, 89, said.
He led a platoon on another part of the island to destroy and/or disable Japanese weapons of war and war
materials.
Shelton returned to the U.S. in August 1946 to be released to inactive duty. In September 1946, he enrolled for
his final quarter in academic school at Baylor. In December he began attending Baylor Law School, earning his
law degree in 1949.
After his 1949 graduation, Shelton was employed by a single practitioner in Fort Worth for about a year. In
late 1950, he began a period of more than 33 years of holding various positions for the handling of real estate
transactions for the issuance of title insurance representing Stewart Title Company and/or Stewart Title
Guaranty Company. This period began in Forth Worth for over two years (not counting an absence of 19
months due to a recall to active duty by the Marines for the Korean War), El Paso for 10 years, and Houston
for 20 years. During that time, he was an escrow officer, office manager in two different Texas cities, a state
manager who worked with agents in four states, and opened and managed a national commercial closing
office. In mid-1984, Shelton went to work for the Charter Title Company in Houston, where he set up and ran
a national commercial closing office for the firm. Shelton remained there until Jan. 1, 1993, when he retired in

Waco, where he now lives.
Incidentally, Shelton was recalled by the Marines for active duty in July 1952, and was scheduled to be on
the front lines in Korea. However, before going overseas, an order came to transfer six Marine officers whose
secondary classification was legal (the first being infantry) to the First Marine Air Wing. He was one of those
six lawyers. He spent 10 months in Korea with Marine Air Group 12 located 50 miles south of Seoul. He was
made a captain while in Korea. Shelton returned in November 1953 to the U.S., was placed on inactive duty,
and was discharged in 1955 by the Marine Corps.
Provost*Umphrey Helps to Employ Veterans and Military Spouses
Provost*Umphrey Law Firm L.L.P. and New Jersey-based call center service provider Veteran Contact Center
have joined forces to create jobs for veterans via a new outreach and verification program.
The purpose of the program is to contact Provost*Umphrey’s existing clients to validate and verify their
names, addresses, and other contact information. This unique partnership has provided a better opportunity
for Provost*Umphrey to serve the community and clients, while providing gainful employment and
responsible opportunities to veteran families. The two also are looking at other initiatives that they can utilize
to provide opportunities for this deserving group of veterans.
“We want to better communicate with our past and present clients, and we are proud to match that need
with the needs of our veterans and their families. Since military spouses suffer from unemployment rates
several times higher than that of non-military families, Provost*Umphrey is happy to support this effort,” said
Provost*Umphrey Equity Partner Bryan Blevins Jr. (JD ’90).
Veteran Contact Center works to employ veterans, disabled veterans, and military spouses as call center
agents and managers to commercial customers and government agencies.
Veteran Contact Center works closely with the Military Spouse Employment Partnership (MSEP). MSEP is a
targeted recruitment and employment solution that creates employment connections and provides companies
with direct access to military spouses seeking career opportunities. While military spouses are well educated
and highly qualified for a range of careers, they face a 26 percent unemployment rate and a 25 percent wage
gap compared to their civilian counterparts. Seventy-seven percent of spouses need work, yet frequent
relocation is often a barrier to finding and maintaining a rewarding career.
The verification program is just another way to say “thank you” to the men and women who have served in
the Armed Forces. The community’s response and cooperation with this effort will directly affect the Veteran

Contact Center’s ability to successfully complete this project for Provost*Umphrey, promote its services to
other business partners, and continue to expand the hiring of veterans and their families.
Led by Walter Umphrey (JD ’65), Provost*Umphrey has offices in Beaumont and Houston; Little Rock, Ark.;
and Nashville, Tenn.
Save the Date for the 5th Annual Baylor Law Alumni Weekend  
Mark your calendars! Baylor Law School’s 2014 Alumni Weekend takes place Oct 10 and 11.
There is one major change on tap for this year’s Alumni Weekend — all Saturday events will take place at the
Sheila and Walter Umphrey Law Center, directly across the Brazos River from the new home of the Baylor
Bears football team, McLane Stadium.
List of Events:
Friday, October 10:
•
•
•

Dessert Reception at the home of Judge and Mrs. Ken Starr
Special dinner for the 50th reunion for the class of 1964
Late Night at George’s

Saturday, October 11:
•
•
•
•

Dean Brad Toben’s State of the Law School Remarks
Burgers & Blue Bell on the lawn of the Sheila and Walter Umphrey Law Center overlooking the new
McLane Stadium
Tours of the Sheila and Walter Umphrey Law Center
Baylor vs. TCU football game at the new McLane Stadium

Visit the Alumni Weekend website www.baylor.edu/law/alumni/weekend for a full schedule of events and
information on football tickets and hotel blocks.
Are you interested in organizing a special dinner for your class? Contact Berkley Knas, Director of Alumni
Relations, at Berkley_Knas@baylor.edu, who can help you make it happen.
We’ll celebrate with you in Waco on October 10 and 11!

Stadium View
Construction on the new home of the Baylor Bears, McLane Stadium, is moving along swiftly. The $260
million on-campus football stadium is on track to open this fall. As we get closer to opening day, Rocket
Docket will be posting a new photo of construction each month so you can see how the stadium is
progressing.
In December, Baylor University announced it would name its new stadium, McLane Stadium, after one of
the most distinguished and generous alumni families in Baylor University history. The name honors Drayton
McLane Jr. and his family’s continuing generosity to the University and lengthy history of service to Baylor.
In March 2012, Baylor announced a leadership gift for the new stadium from the McLane family. The
McLanes’ gift propelled the University to successful - and unprecedented - fundraising for the stadium.
In May 2012, the stadium received two additional major gifts from Baylor Law alumni. With John Eddie
Williams Jr.’s (JD ‘78) naming rights gift, the field at McLane Stadium will be named John Eddie Williams
Field. A gift from Sheila and Walter Umphrey (JD ‘65) is underwriting construction of the Sheila and Walter
Umphrey Bridge across the Brazos River that will connect the new stadium with Baylor Law School and the
Baylor campus. Both gifts rank among the top capital gifts in university history.
The 45,000-seat stadium is now under construction on a 93-acre at the intersection of Interstate 35 and the
Brazos River.
News & Notes
The Complete Lawyer: Luncheon With Judge Ken Starr
Judge Ken Starr, President and Chancellor of Baylor University, will speak about responsibility in the legal
profession. The luncheon takes place on Thursday, April 3 from Noon-1:30 p.m. at Baylor Law School in the
Kronzer Appellate Advocacy Courtroom, Room 127. To RSVP, please email Meredith_E_Meyer@baylor.edu.
Baylor Lawyers Hiring Baylor Lawyers
Attention Alumni! Are you needing to hire a lateral attorney? Or are you an experienced attorney looking
to make a job change? The Baylor Career Development Office can help! We regularly post positions for
experienced attorneys on our online job board, so please contact Daniel Hare at 254.710.7617 or at Daniel_
Hare@baylor.edu for information on how you can utilize this valuable tool.

San Antonio Baylor Lawyer Network Reception
The San Antonio Baylor Law Alumni Reception With Dean Brad Toben and Dean Leah Jackson Teague took
place on Feb. 27. Thank you to the Baylor Lawyers of Cox Smith, in particular, Court Allen (JD ‘97) who was
the lead host. A big thank you also goes out to Baylor Lawyers of Cox Smith:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Court Allen (JD ‘97)		
Jaime Aranda (JD ‘07)
Matthew Cole (JD ‘08)
Matthew Crowell (JD ‘09)
Mary Dietz (JD ‘82)
Michael Ferrill (JD ‘80)
Tom Forbes (JD ‘75)
Melanie Fry (JD ‘09)
Caroleene Hardee (JD ‘12)
Erin Hamilton Jansen (JD ‘12)
Derrick Pizarro (JD ‘01)
Travis Plummer (JD ‘11)
Rachel Skinner (JD ‘13)
Elizabeth Thompson (JD ‘10)

Upcoming Alumni Networking Events
Austin Baylor Lawyer Network Reception
Thursday, March 27, 2014
5:30-7 p.m.
816 Congress Ave.
15th Floor
Austin, TX 78701
Dallas Baylor Lawyer Network Reception with Dean Toben
Tuesday, April 8, 2014
6-7:30 p.m.
Carstens & Cahoon, LLP
13760 Noel Road
Suite 900
Dallas, Texas 75240

On Topic With Judge Starr And Juan Williams
Thursday, May 1, 2014
For tickets contact Berkley_Knas@baylor.edu
Houston Baylor Lawyer Network Reception
Tuesday, May 13, 2014
6-7:30 p.m.
Thompson Coe
1 Riverway #1600
Houston, Texas 77056
Baylor Law Alumni Reception Held In Conjunction With The State Bar Of Texas Annual Meeting
Thursday, June 26, 2014
5:30-7 p.m.
Hilton
500 East 4th Street
Austin, Texas 78701
Professor David Guinn’s Annual Skeet Shoot
Saturday, August 30, 2014
4-7:30 p.m.
Waco Skeet & Trap Club
7209 Karl May Drive
Waco, Texas 76708
Baylor Law Alumni Weekend
Friday & Saturday, October 10 & 11, 2014
Baylor Homecoming And Baylor Law School Alumni Breakfast
Saturday, November 1, 2014
Breakfast and Baylor vs. Kansas Football Game
Time TBA
Alumni Notes
1970s
John Eddie Williams (JD ’78) of Williams Kherkher Hart Boundas, LLP took office as 2014 Chair of the

Houston Bar Foundation on Feb. 25 at the Foundation’s Annual Meeting and Luncheon. Welcoming him and
serving as keynote speaker was The Hon. Kay Bailey Hutchison, former U.S. Senator from Texas and now
senior counsel in the Dallas office of Bracewell & Giuliani LLP. Williams’ firm specializes in representing
plaintiffs in mass tort cases and in representing workers and organized labor. Williams serves on the board
of governors of the American Institute for Justice, the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy at Rice
University, and the Houston Police Foundation. Williams served on the executive committee of the Texas
Trial Lawyers Association and has served on the Houston Bar Foundation board since 2009. He is a graduate
of Baylor University and Baylor Law School, where he was editor in chief of the Baylor Law Review.
1980s
Stephen Cockerham (JD ’86) has been named the Dallas office managing partner of Husch Blackwell.
Susan G. Morrison (JD ’83) is on the Texas board of directors for the League of Women Voters. Morrison
focuses on education law. Her firm, The Fowler Law Firm, PC, has been recognized for excellence in the
practice of education law by U.S. News and World Report for 2014.
2000s
Kevin Muenster (JD ’06) has been promoted to partner in the Dallas-based law firm of Estes Okon Thorne
& Carr PLLC. Muenster is a trial lawyer that maintains an active litigation practice primarily representing
Fortune 500 companies, small and medium-size businesses, and individuals in complex, business disputes.
He has litigated matters in both state and federal courts throughout the state involving claims of breach
of contract, fraud, nuisance, negligence, deceptive trade practices, bad faith, and violations of the Texas
Insurance and Property Codes.
J.D. Ressetar (JD ’09) has been made partner at Zimmerman, Zimmerman, Cotner, LeJeune and Villarrial,
P.C. Ressetar joined the Waco-based firm in 2009. He focuses his practice on personal injury.
The following Baylor Lawyers have been selected for inclusion in Texas Super Lawyers 2013 by Thomson
Reuters:
•
•
•
•

Joe E. Broussard (JD ’88), MehaffyWeber
Marion Woodrow Kruse Jr., (JD ’78), Henke Law Firm, LLP (Best Law Firm)
Andrew Sims (JD ’86), Top 100 Dallas - Fort Worth, Harris, Finley & Bogle, P.C.
Michele Y. Smith (JD ’92), Top 100 List - Houston Region, Top 50 Women in Texas, and Top 100 List –
Texas, MehaffyWeber

The following Baylor Lawyers have been selected as Rising Stars in Texas Super Lawyers 2014 by Thomson
Reuters:
•
•

Chad Newman (JD ’09), Erskine & McMahon
Corey Seel (JD ’02), MehaffyWeber

The following Baylor Lawyers have been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 2014:
•
•
•

Joe E. Broussard (JD ’88), MehaffyWeber
Marion Woodrow Kruse Jr., (JD ’78), Henke Law Firm, LLP
Michele Y. Smith (JD ’92), MehaffyWeber

If you have been recognized in The Best Lawyers in America 2014, Texas Super Lawyers 2013, or Rising Stars
in Texas Super Lawyers 201, please email Janet_Perez@baylor.edu for inclusion in the next issue of Rocket
Docket.
In Memoriam
Mary Lou Clark (JD ’78), 59, died peacefully, surrounded by family and dogs, on Feb. 12, 2013, after a
courageous and hard-fought 43-month battle with cancer. Clark is survived by her husband, Edward Clark,
of Austin; son, Dr. E. Will Clark, and his wife, Nora Clark, of Dallas; son, Dr. Neale Clark, of Atlanta, and
his fiancé, Haley Singer, of Houston; daughter, Kelley Clark, of Austin; sisters and brothers-in-law, Diane
and Ron Ring, and Nancy and Tom Potts, all of Waco; sister-in-law, Sally Clark Adamson, and her husband,
Jim Adamson, of Granbury; bother-in-law, Mel Owen, of Fort Worth; numerous nieces, nephews and
grandnephews; and the family dogs, Louie and Yoshi, and grand-dogs, Joey, Conan, and Rae. She was
preceded in death by her parents, Robert Wayne (“Bob”) and Louise McCollum of Waco; her in-laws,
Herman Kelley and Sarah Clark, of Fort Worth; and her sister, Sandy McCollum Owen, of Fort Worth. Ever
energetic and driven, Clark will be remembered for her commitment to and involvement in the lives of her
three children — willing to help them with any personal, athletic, or academic endeavor; her wonderful 33year marriage to the love of her life, Edward; and her perseverance to accomplish anything, from becoming
a CPA and an attorney to running the 1982 Houston Marathon and building three custom homes and
remodeling three more. Clark was born on Sept. 19, 1953, in Dallas to Bob and Louise McCollum, but moved
to Huntsville in 1955. The family moved to Waco when Clark was in seventh grade, and she graduated from
Waco Richfield High School in 1971. Clark graduated from Sam Houston State University in Huntsville with
honors, where she received a BBA in accounting and was a proud member of Zeta Tau Alpha. After college,
Clark became a CPA and attended Baylor Law School in Waco, where she discovered her love of waterskiing,
and graduated with a JD in 1978. Following Law School, she moved to Houston and took an accounting
position with Arthur Andersen, where she met her husband, Edward, also an accountant with the firm.

Clark and Edward went on their first date on Valentine’s Day in 1979. After two years with Arthur Andersen,
Clark moved to the tax department of Shell Oil Company, using both her accounting and legal backgrounds.
Clark and Edward married in Waco on Oct. 18, 1980, and bought their first home in Houston 1981. In late
1982, the couple moved from Houston to Austin, and they had their first child, Edward Williams (“Will”),
two months later. While in Austin, Clark began her long career of practicing bankruptcy law, joining Fred
E. Walker & Associates, P.C. She joined the Junior League of Austin, and the family joined Westlake Hills
Presbyterian Church, where they were active members. Two more children were born in Austin, son, Neale,
and daughter, Kelley. The family moved to Shreveport, La., for 10 months in 1990, but they soon returned to
Westlake Hills, where they lived for another seven years. In the summer of 1997, the Clarks left Austin for
Fort Worth. While in Fort Worth, Clark continued to practice bankruptcy law with Venable & Vida (now
The Vida Law Firm) and was very involved with her children’s school, Trinity Valley School, where she was
a member of the Parents’ Club and the Athletic Committee of the Booster Club, and served as team parent
of the cross county and track-and-field teams. In Fort Worth, the Clarks joined University Christian Church,
where they were regular members of Dr. Gilbert Davis’ Sunday school class. In 2007, the Clarks moved to
the Highland Lakes area of the Hill Country. The Clarks lived on beautiful Lake LBJ outside of Marble Falls.
While in the Highland Lakes, Clark continued to practice bankruptcy law, opening a satellite office for Austinbased bankruptcy attorney Michael Baumer, serving as a court-appointed attorney in child protection cases,
and joining the Highland Lakes Bar Association, where she enjoyed participating in the “Lady Lawyers” book
club. In the summer of 2010, the Clarks celebrated the marriage of their eldest son, Will, to Nora Hudson
of Dallas, at Horseshoe Bay. Unfortunately, later in the summer of 2010, Clark was diagnosed with Stage
IV neuroendicrine cancer. She received wonderful care from Dr. Glenn Preston in Marble Falls for three
years before the Clarks decided to move back in Austin. In the late spring of 2013, Clark and Edward sold
their house on the lake and moved to Tarrytown in Austin. During her 43-month battle with cancer, Clark
celebrated four different graduations of her children, the engagement of her son, her 60th birthday, and her
33rd wedding anniversary. In February 2014, Clark finally lost her battle. Professionally, Clark was a member
of the State Bar of Texas, the Bankruptcy Law Section of the State Bar of Texas, the Austin Bankruptcy Bar,
the Highland Lakes Bar Association, and the Texas State Society of CPAs. Clark also was a member of the
Trinity Valley Trojan Booster Club, Trinity Valley Parents’ Club, Camp Longhorn Alumni & Special Parents
organization, the Longhorn Foundation, and the Junior League of Austin. She was a lifetime member of Zeta
Tau Alpha, the Baylor Law Alumni Association, and the Sam Houston State University Alumni Association.
William Karl DeNath (JD ’78), 60, passed away on Jan. 11, 2014, after a brief illness. DeNath was born on
May 1, 1953, in Athens, Texas, to the late Dr. William DeGnath and Wynelle Wofford DeGnath. DeNath
had been a resident of Athens, Denton, Waco, Dallas, and Fort Worth, as well as Los Angeles, Calif., and
Birmingham, Ala. He was currently employed by Dudley Hopton-Jones, Sims & Freeman, certified public
accountants, of Birmingham. DeNath was a graduate of Athens High School and Henderson County
Junior College in Athens. He attended North Texas State University in Denton, and graduated from Baylor

University and Baylor School of Law. Survivors include one brother, Robert M. DeGnath, of Tyler; one
sister, Wynelle DeGnath McDonald, and brother-in-law, James McDonald, of Tyler; and nephew, Ryan Blake
Richardson, of Dallas.
Jonathan Charles Silko (JD ’11), 27, loving and adoring husband of Violet Silko (JD ’11), died in a car
accident on Feb. 13, 2014. Jonathan Silko was born to Maureen and David Silko on Sept. 29, 1986, in
Pittsburgh. With an infectious sense of humor and fun-loving personality, Silko was a friend to all. A proud
Baylor Bear, Silko was an honors student of history. He was an active and beloved brother with the Baylor
chapter of Brothers Under Christ. Silko’s passion for learning and helping others, along with his breathtaking
intelligence, led to his career in law. While students at Baylor Law School, Silko met the love of his life, Violet.
The two remained inseparable through Law School and their early legal careers. They were married in a
beautiful and intimate wedding ceremony in April 2012. Silko and his wife built a beautiful marriage centered
on glorifying God through their actions. The couple resided in Pittsburgh, where they pursued successful law
careers and became members of the Bible Chapel in Robinson. A perfectly ordained couple, the Silkos enjoyed
volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, reading alongside one another, and cheering on their Baylor Bears.
Violet delighted in preparing special meals to brighten Silko’s days. The couple cherished, complemented, and
served each other with hearts for the Lord. Silko leaves behind his treasured wife, Violet. He also is survived
by his mother and father, Maureen and David Silko; as well as his younger siblings, Emily and Christopher.
James Oscar Terrell (JD ’72), 67, passed away Feb. 21, 2014. Terrell was born in Henderson to James
Freeman Terrell and Audrey (Deloney) Terrell. He graduated in 1964 from Garden City, Kansas, High School,
where he was co-captain of the football team. He returned to Texas to attend Baylor University and Baylor
Law School, earning his juris doctor in 1972. Terrell began his law practice as he conducted it for the next 42
years, fighting for the underdog. He started out representing indigent defendants, and then spent the bulk of
his career as a civil litigation specialist at Terrell & Crowden with his wife and law partner, Beverly (Ashley)
Crowden. He relished using his quick wit and storytelling mastery in jury trials and as a mediator and board
member at the McLennan County Dispute Resolution Center. Terrell helped train future generations of quickthinking storytellers as an attorney advisor for the Waco High and Vanguard mock trial teams. He was an
expert gardener, gourmet chef, amateur computer technician, sailor (later, model ship builder), and collector
of treasures ranging from antique tools to good jokes. He was active in the Waco Kiwanis Club and an avid
fan of Baylor football. He never met a cheeseburger or Coca-Cola he did not love. Terrell was preceded in
death by his father, James. He is survived by his mother, Audrey; his wife, Beverly; his daughter, R. Fleming
Terrell, and son-in-law, Michael, of Washington, D.C.; his sister, Becky Slater, and brother-in-law, Larry, of
Kerrville, Texas; and by many aunts, uncles and cousins.

