
Summer, 2015 and Prior Entering Students 

 

Areas of Concentration 

Administrative Practice 

Business Litigation 

Business Transactions 

Criminal Practice 

Estate Planning 

General Civil Litigation 

Healthcare Law 

Intellectual Property 

Real Estate & Natural Resources  

 

Administrative Practice Concentration 

Contact Person: Professor Beal 

Administrative regulation at the state and federal level has grown into a massive patchwork 

of more than 400 Texas and federal agencies. This concentration is designed to provide 

students with a broad-based exposure to the concepts, topics and skills that are vital to 

practitioners who work for or before governmental agencies. 

 

It is impossible to cover the substantive law of all agencies and thus, after completion of the 

required courses, a student is allowed to concentrate in one specific area or obtain a broad-

based exposure through the selection of electives. The course entitled Business and State 

Issues in Environmental Law is required because it exposes all students to common and 

practical issues arising in the regulatory process that have similar application to all major 

regulatory agencies. 

 

After completion of the required courses, the student selects a topic for independent study 

related to either environmental law or the substantive law of a major federal or state 

agency. The capstone consists of an externship at a government agency, generally a Texas 

agency in Austin. The student is exposed to the day-to-day workings of an agency and 

works closely with administrative officers and employees.  Additionally, the students are 

supervised by Professor Walt Shelton, our part-time faculty member who resides in Austin. 

 

After taking the required classes, those students choosing to concentrate in Administrative 

Practice complete the following courses: 

 

 Administrative Law: Federal (2) 

 Administrative Law: Texas (2)   

Administrative Law Externship (2) 

Business and State Issues in Environmental Law (3)  

Independent Study (2) 

 Municipal Government (2) 

   

Administrative Practice students also complete at least one of the following elective courses: 

 

Civil Rights Actions (formerly Section 1983: Local Government) (3) 

Employment Discrimination (3) 

 Employment Relations (3) 

 Environmental Law (3) 

 Healthcare Law (3) 

 Insurance Law (3) 

(cont.) 



Labor Law (2) 

 Natural Resources Protection & Water Law (3) 

 Oil and Gas Law (2) 

 Patent Law & Drafting (3) 

 Securities Regulation (3) 

 

Business Litigation Concentration 

Contact Persons: Professors Wren, Bates, Miller, Underwood 

As commercial transactions and business operations become more complex, so do the 

disputes between the parties. Students interested in a career of litigating business or 

commercial lawsuits may pursue the Business Litigation area of concentration. This area of 

concentration is also beneficial to students interested in preparing business cases for trial, 

managing litigation for a large corporation, or working to avoid business litigation for an 

administrative or corporate employer. Business litigators must work not only to become 

masters of procedure but also to develop a basic understanding of business and commercial 

transactions. To complete a concentrated course of study in Business Litigation, students 

take a variety of courses to introduce them to the major substantive and procedural areas 

likely to be encountered by a practitioner involved in business or commercial litigation. 

 

Business Litigation students complete the following courses: 

  

 Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 

 Bankruptcy (3) 

 Business Torts (3) 

Business Organizations II (3) 

 Complex Litigation (3)  

Intellectual Property I (3) 

  

Business Litigation students also complete at least one procedural course from among the 

following: 

 

Administrative Law: Federal (2) 

Administrative Law: Texas (2)   

Arbitration (2) 

 Conflict of Laws (3) 

 Federal Courts (3) 

  

Finally, Business Litigation students complete at least two additional substantive classes 

from among the following courses: 

 

 Antitrust Law (3) 

Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 

Commercial Law: Negotiable Instruments (3) 

 Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 

 Creditors’ Remedies (2) 

 Employment Discrimination (3)      

 Employment Relations (3)  

 Insurance (3)   

Securities Regulation (3) 

 White Collar Crime (3) 

 

 

 



Business Transactions Concentration 

Contact Persons: Professors Miller, Snider, Associate Dean Teague 

The Business Transactions area of concentration builds upon concepts taught in Business 

Organizations I and Basic Taxation Principles for Lawyers to provide students with an 

understanding of fundamental issues business attorneys routinely face, including basic tax 

treatment of various business entities and basic analysis and planning in the organization 

and operation of a business. This area of concentration also exposes students to more 

sophisticated corporate issues, including the federal securities concerns in raising capital 

and issues facing publicly-held companies.   

 

Business law is a broad area in which attorneys are usually focused on one or more specific 

areas of business practice. The electives within this Business Transactions concentration 

reflect a wide range of subjects that may arise in a business practice. Students may choose 

from numerous elective courses to further focus their studies in one or more specific areas 

of business (such as employment law, tax, international law, or commercial transactions) or 

to prepare them for an anticipated career path. Students pursuing this concentration are 

encouraged to take as many courses from the elective list as scheduling permits.  

 

The culminating experience for students in this area of concentration is the Business 

Transactions Capstone. This capstone course builds on and ties together various substantive 

areas covered in the core courses of the concentration by requiring students to devise a 

plan and draft documents for a hypothetical business transaction. Students who anticipate a 

general business planning practice are encouraged to coordinate the Estate Planning 

concentration with the Business Transactions concentration due to the interrelationship 

between closely-held business planning and the owner’s personal estate planning. 

 

After taking Business Organizations I and Basic Taxation Principles (courses required of all 

students), those choosing to concentrate in Business Transactions complete the following 

courses: 

 

 Business Organizations II (3) 

 Business Planning and Drafting (2) 

 Business Transactions Capstone (1)* 

Securities Regulation (3) 

 Taxation of Corporations (3) 

Taxation of Individuals (3)  

Taxation of Partnerships (3) 

  

Business Transactions students must either complete the Client Counseling course or 

participate in the annual Naman, Howell, Smith & Lee Client Counseling Competition. 

 

Business Transactions students also complete five hours from among the following courses: 

 

 Antitrust(3)  

 Bankruptcy (3) 

 Business and State Issues in Environmental Law (3) 

Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2)   

Business Transactions: Venture Capital (3) 

Commercial Law: Negotiable Instruments (3)  

 Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 

 Employment Discrimination (3) 

 Employment Relations (3) 

 (cont.)  



Estate Planning (3)     

 Family Business Planning (2) 

 Franchising (1 or 2) 

 Healthcare Law (3) 

 Intellectual Property I (3) 

 International Business Transactions (2) 

 International Trade Law (2) 

 Real Estate Finance (3) 

 Securities Law: Public Company Compliance (2) 

 White Collar Crime (3) 

  

 

Criminal Practice Concentration 

Contact Person: Professor Serr 

The Criminal Practice area of concentration is designed to provide students with a broad-

based exposure to concepts, topics, and skills vital to criminal practitioners. Choosing this 

area of concentration provides students with a firm foundation for beginning a career in 

criminal law. Career opportunities available in the criminal practice area include joining a 

district attorney’s office as an assistant prosecutor, working for a division of the Texas 

Attorney General’s Office or the United States Department of Justice prosecuting a diverse 

array of crimes (such as environmental crimes, antitrust crimes, and civil rights violations) 

or working as a criminal defense attorney. In addition to taking Criminal Law and Criminal 

Procedure—which are required of all students—students in this area of concentration have 

the opportunity to acquire a working familiarity with many practical aspects of criminal law 

and procedure, which are fundamental to criminal practice but often neglected by law 

schools, including plea bargaining, sentencing procedure, appeal, and habeas corpus. 

Students concentrating in Criminal Practice also have the opportunity to complete a practice 

experience in a district attorney’s office or federal prosecutor’s office under the direct 

supervision of a prosecutor. 

 

After taking Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure (courses required of all students), those 

choosing to concentrate in Criminal Practice complete the following courses: 

 

 Advanced Criminal Procedure (3) 

 Criminal Practice & Procedure (4) 

 Post-Conviction Procedure: Sentencing (2)  

 Prosecutorial Externship (2) 

 

Criminal Practice student also must complete at least three of the following courses:  

 

 Client Counseling (2) 

 Juvenile Justice (2) 

 Post-Conviction Procedure: Criminal Appeals (2) 

 White Collar Crime (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Estate Planning Concentration 

Contact Person: Professor Featherston 

The Estate Planning area of concentration is designed to give students a well-rounded legal 

education with focused study in the areas of trusts, estates, and estate planning and 

administration so that students can begin a career with a fundamental understanding of the 

major aspects of estate planning and probate procedure. This area of concentration builds 

upon a number of courses required of all students, such as Trusts & Estates, Business 

Organizations I, and Basic Taxation Principles for Lawyers. Students enrolled in the Estate 

Planning area of concentration work under the direct supervision of an experienced estate 

planner devising an estate plan, working on drafts of documents, and working through the 

steps of the administration of an estate.  

 

Practice in the trusts and estates area has changed dramatically over the last decade. Some 

trusts and estates lawyers specialize in trust, estate and fiduciary liability dispute resolution. 

Societal and economic factors are contributing to an explosion in litigation in this area as 

the traditional family unit continues to break down and the amount of accumulated wealth 

increases. Consequently, students interested in this type of litigation may concentrate in 

Estate Planning, take the Wealth Transfers (formerly Trusts and Estates II) and 

Administration of Estates courses in conjunction with a General Civil Litigation 

concentration, or coordinate their classes so that they successfully complete both 

concentrations.  

 

The student seeking a more traditional trusts and estates practice by concentrating in Estate 

Planning will discover that, in addition to the traditional tax emphasis, increasing coverage 

is given to asset preservation and family business planning. Students who anticipate a 

general business planning practice may coordinate the Estate Planning concentration with 

the Business Transactions concentration due to the interrelationship between closely-held 

business planning and the owner’s personal estate planning. 

 

In addition to taking Trusts & Estates, Business Organizations I, and Basic Taxation 

Principles (courses required of all students), those choosing to concentrate in Estate 

Planning must complete the following courses: 

 

 Administration of Estates (2) 

 Administration of Estates Capstone (1)* 

 Estate Planning (3) 

 Taxation of Individuals (3)  

 Taxation of Partnerships (3) 

 Trusts & Estates Capstone (1)**  

 Wealth Transfers (3)   

 

 

Estate Planning students must either complete the Client Counseling course or participate in 

the annual Naman, Howell, Smith & Lee Client Counseling Competition. 

(cont.)  



Additionally, students must take at least one of the following courses: 

Elder Law (2), Family Business Planning (2) or Retirement Law (2). 

 

General Civil Litigation Concentration 

Contact Persons: Professors Powell, Wren, Counseller 

All trial lawyers must be masters of procedure, the complex body of rules that so often 

determine the outcome of disputes. The General Civil Litigation area of concentration 

provides students interested in litigation, whether as general civil practitioners or as lawyers 

specializing in a particular type of litigation, with a solid foundation in the procedural law 

necessary for any type of litigation practice. In addition to litigation-oriented courses 

required of all students—Civil Procedure,  Evidence and Practice Court—students 

concentrating in General Civil Litigation complete a variety of advanced procedural courses, 

including a study of increasingly-popular alternative dispute resolution procedures such as 

mediation and arbitration. Given that most civil trial lawyers specialize in a particular type of 

litigation, students choosing General Civil Litigation have the flexibility to shape their 

concentrated study to reflect their particular interest. 

 

Students interested more specifically in business litigation, such as actions involving 

corporate officer and director liability, employment discrimination, securities litigation, or 

antitrust litigation, can complete the Business Litigation area of concentration.  Students 

interested in fiduciary and probate litigation are encouraged to complete both the General 

Civil Litigation and Estate Planning concentrations. 

 

In addition to taking Civil Procedure and the Practice Court courses (courses completed by 

all students), those choosing to concentrate in General Civil Litigation must complete the 

following courses: 

 

 Alternative Dispute Resolution (2)           

 Complex Litigation (3) 

Conflict of Laws (3) 

 Federal Courts (3) 

  

General Civil Litigation students also complete six hours from among the following courses:  

 

 Administration of Estates (2) 

 Arbitration (2) 

 Consumer Protection (3) 

 Creditors’ Remedies (2) 

 Healthcare Litigation (2) 

 Insurance (3) 

 Personal Injury Trial Law (1) 

 Products Liability (2) 

 Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 

Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 

 

 

  



Healthcare Law Concentration 

Contact Persons: Professor Souter, Associate Dean Teague 

This area of concentration provides law students appropriate general background  courses 

and necessary specialized healthcare law classes, including a clinical experience, for 

students interested in the field of healthcare law.  As part of the program, students 

participate in an interdisciplinary internship that takes place within a hospital.  Although the 

students are  assigned to the general counsel or legal affairs office, the student interacts 

with and learns from the medical school personnel.  The goal of the interdisciplinary 

experience is to expose students to a variety of legal, medical, ethical and administrative 

issues. 

 

After taking the first year courses, those choosing to concentrate in Healthcare Law must 

complete the following courses: 

 

Elder Law (2) 

Healthcare Fraud & Abuse (2) 

Healthcare Law (3) 

Healthcare: Regulation of Healthcare Professionals (2) 

Healthcare Externship (2) 

Insurance (3) 

 

Healthcare students also complete at least two of the following elective courses: 

Administrative Law: Federal (2) 

Employment Relations (3) 

Nonprofit Organizations (2) 

MBA - Health Economics (3 semester hours) 

MBA – Healthcare Administration (3 semester hours) 

MBA – Healthcare Operations (1 semester hour) 

 

 
Intellectual Property Concentration 

Contact Persons: Professors Nichols, Swenson 

Intellectual Property is one of the fastest growing practice areas globally.  With the growth 

of e-commerce and the advent of new technologies, attorneys in a wide range of practices 

encounter questions that require basic knowledge of Intellectual Property.  The Intellectual 

Property area of concentration is designed to introduce students to the major substantive 

areas likely to be encountered in practice. 

 

Students choosing to concentrate in Intellectual Property must complete the following 

courses: 

 

 Copyright Law (3) 

E-Commerce Law (3) 

Intellectual Property I (3)  

 Intellectual Property II: Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation* (2) 

 Intellectual Property Capstone** (1 or 2) 

 Patent Law & Drafting (3)   

Patent Litigation (1) 

  

Students must also complete four hours from among the following courses: 

 

 Antitrust Law (2) 

 (cont.)  



Consumer Protection Law (3) 

 Franchising (1) 

 Information Privacy Law (2) 

 Sports Law (3)  

   

The culminating experience in this area of concentration is the Intellectual Property 

Capstone.  This capstone will focus on skills development, which will provide students the 

opportunity to both learn how to conduct an appropriate client analysis as well as apply 

substantive law to the drafting, reviewing and negotiating of intellectual property–related 

agreements.  

 

*Intellectual Property I is a prerequisite to Intellectual Property II: Advanced Trademark 

Practice & Litigation 

 

 

Real Estate & Natural Resources Concentration 

Contact Persons: Professors Fuselier, Shelton 

This area of concentration is designed to provide students with the basic foundation in real 

property matters including environmental concerns, land use planning both public and 

private, and disputes that arise in the real estate context.  The transactional legal field 

today is filled with disputes involving the environmental impacts, implications of real estate 

finance and foreclosure fraud and failed real estate negotiations.  In this volatile real estate 

market lawyers are needed to provide steady guidance to clients to evaluate risks and 

proceed properly in their transactions to mitigate liability exposure and avoid the potential 

for costly litigation.  Choosing this area of concentration provides students with a firm 

foundation for beginning a legal career involving real estate issues.  In a full-time or part-

time real estate practice,  lawyers are constantly asked to perform numerous activities 

including negotiating, drafting and reviewing commercial real estate transactions, preparing 

real estate finance and foreclosure documents, assisting with due diligence, interacting with 

other professionals such as environmental consultants, and working with governmental 

agencies.  This area of concentration will give our new graduates a firm, practical grasp on 

such tasks and allow them to hit the ground running.   

 

After taking Property I and II (courses required of all students), those choosing to 

concentrate in Real Estate & Natural Resources must complete the following courses: 

 

Business & State Issues in Environmental Law (3) 

Real Estate Finance (3) 

Real Estate: Texas Title Issues (formerly Texas Land Practice and Advanced Real Estate) (3) 

Independent Study or Externship (2) (cont.) 

 

Additionally, students concentrating in Real Estate & Natural Resources must complete one 

of the two following courses: 

 

Environmental Law (3) 

Natural Resource Protection & Water Law (3) 

 

Finally, students who take both Natural Resource Protection & Water Law and Environmental 

Law must complete one of the elective courses listed below. Students who take either 

Natural Resource Protection & Water Law or Environmental Law, but not both, must 

complete two of the following elective courses. (cont.) 

 

 



Administrative Law: Texas (2)  

Construction Law (2)  

Municipal Government (2) 

Oil & Gas (2) 

Oil & Gas Drafting (1) 

Patent Law & Drafting (3) 

Real Estate: Land Use Regulation & Development (formerly Land Use) (2)   

 


