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This is a course on the role of public discourse in United States foreign policy.  The course will 
cover the years 1945-2006, with a heavy focus on the struggle between the U.S. and the former 
Soviet Union from 1945-1991 and the current war in Iraq.  Special attention will be given to how 
the Cold War shaped U.S. policies, influenced public attitudes and communication, gave new 
impetus to specific forms of argument and reasoning, and fostered new ways of thinking about 
America, democracy, foreign relations, and peace, among many other topics.  Cold War rhetoric 
came in many varieties, from speeches, essays, and public letters to films, cartoons, and 
propaganda campaigns.  It continues to influence public discourse today, more than a decade 
after the Cold War ended.  We will examine the broad expanse of public rhetoric and relate it to 
the world of politics, diplomacy, intelligence, and civic education.   
 
Our approach will be historical/rhetorical/critical.  I will try to provide some of the basic 
historical background and what rhetoricians would call the “rhetorical situation” for the week’s 
readings.  Then we will examine various forms of  public discourse--speeches, films, TV 
programs, documents, events, etc.–and examine what scholars have had to say about the 
situations and rhetoric that we have studied.  I will expect you to know the main elements of the 
history, the rhetoric, and the criticism of foreign policy discourse as it has evolved over the 
course of the last fifty years. 
 
Required Textbooks 
 
Martin J. Medhurst, Robert L. Ivie, Philip Wander, and Robert L. Scott, Cold War Rhetoric: 
Strategy, Metaphor, and Ideology, rev. ed. (East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 
1997)   
Martin J. Medhurst and H. W. Brands, eds., Critical Reflections on the Cold War: Linking 
Rhetoric and History (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2000) 
 
John Lewis Gaddis, The Cold War:  A New History (New York:  Penguin, 2005) 
 
Robert L. Ivie, Democracy and America’s War on Terrorism (Tuscaloosa:  University of 
Alabama Press, 2005) 
 
Required Textbooks (continued) 
 
Lawrence J. Korb, A New National Security Strategy in an Age of Terrorists, Tyrants, and 
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Weapons of Mass Destruction (New York:  Council on Foreign Relations, 2003) 
 
Kenneth M. Jensen, ed., Origins of the Cold War:  The Novikov, Kennan, and Roberts “Long 
Telegrams” of 1946 (Washington, D.C.:  United States Institute of Peace Press, 1993) 
 
Reading Packet.  This is a collection of documents, speeches, and communiques relating to the 
Cold War.  To be distributed. 
 
 
Assignments 
 
One book review.  Select one book from the list at the end of this syllabus and write a 3-4 page 
book review that focuses on rhetoric and its uses during the Cold War or the War on Terror.  The 
review should be typed, double-spaced, and should provide enough detail and citations from the 
book under review for the reader to get a good grasp of the content, scope, and limitations of the 
work.  The book review is worth 20% of the course grade.  Due March 5 in class. 
 
One research paper.  The research paper should be 13-16 pages, typed, double-spaced, including 
notes.  Please prepare the paper according to the Chicago Manual of Style, 14th edition (see 
chapter 15 on "Documentation 1: Notes and Bibliographies.") The paper should seek to explain 
the role or roles played by public rhetoric in one of the central events of the Cold War (e.g., 
Cuban Missile Crisis, Berlin Airlift, Sputnik Launching, etc.), the first Persian Gulf War, or the 
current war in Iraq and War on Terror.  You will be provided with a list of events from which to 
choose.  Your job is to do the research into the event to discover what part rhetoric played in the 
eventual resolution of the situation or event.  The research paper is worth 40% of the course 
grade.  Due Monday, May 2 in my office. 
 
A mid-term examination.  The mid-term will be an examination over the course content up to the 
mid-point in the course.  The mid-term is worth 20% of the course grade. In class on March 19. 
 
A final examination.  The final exam will cover the material from the second half of the course.  
The final exam is worth 20% of the course grade.  In class on Monday, May 7 from 9:30-10:50 
am. 
 
 
Written Book Report  20% 
Research Paper  40% 
Mid-Term Exam  20% 
Final Exam   20% 
 
 
 
 SYLLABUS 
 
 
Week One:  World War II as context.  Thinking rhetorically. 



 
January 8: Introduction:  World War II and Its Aftermath 

 
January 10:  Read:  Medhurst and Brands, Critical Reflections on the 

Cold War, pp. 3-19; 266- 270; and Medhurst, et al., Cold 
War Rhetoric, chapter 1 by Scott and chapter 2 by 
Medhurst; and Gaddis, The Cold War, preface, prologue, 
and chapter 1. 

 
 
Week Two:  The Yalta Accords and the Potsdam Conference: The Fate of Eastern  
   Europe 

 
January 15: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—No Class, but complete the 

readings.  We will discuss these on the 17th.  
Read:  Report of the Crimea (Yalta) Conference” (In 

Packet); Harry S. Truman, “Address on Foreign 
Policy at the Navy Day Celebration, October 27, 
1945,” (In Packet); Gaddis, The Cold War, pp. 30-
47.     

  
 January 17:  Read: Stalin’s February 9, 1946 “Election Speech” (In 

Packet); Medhurst and Brands, Critical Reflections 
on the Cold War, chapter 2 by Frank Costigliola 

 
 
Week Three:  Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” Address and Kennan’s “Long Telegram” 

 
January 22:  Read:  Winston Churchill’s March 5, 1946 “Alliance of 

English-Speaking People,” [Better known as the 
“Iron Curtain” speech] (In Packet) 

 
January 24:  Read: George Kennan, “Long Telegram,” in Jensen, 

Origins of the Cold War, pp. 17-32. 
 

 
Week Four:  The “Long Telegrams” of 1946   
 
   January 29:  Read: The Novikov Telegram and the Roberts Cables in 

Jensen, Origins of the Cold War, pp. 1-16 and 33-
70. 

 
   January 31:  Read: The Clifford-Elsey Report (In Packet)   
 
 
Week Five:  The Truman Doctrine Speech and the Marshall Plan Address 



 
February 5:  Read:  Harry S. Truman, “Address Before a Joint Session 

of Congress, March 12, 1947" [Better known as the 
Truman Doctrine Speech] (In Packet), and George 
C. Marshall, “European Unity: The Marshall 
Plan.”(In Packet).  Gaddis, The Cold War, chapt. 2. 

 
February 7: Read: Gaddis, The Cold War, chapt. 3. 

       
 
Week Six:  The Strange Case of Alger Hiss and the Rise of Joseph McCarthy 
 

February 12:  Read: Joseph Raymond McCarthy, “The Great Betrayal” 
(In Packet); Medhurst, et al., Cold War Rhetoric, 
chapter 6 by Ivie 

 
February 14: Read:  Harry S. Truman, “Far Eastern Policy” (In Packet); 

Robert A. Taft, “Our Misguided Foreign Policy” (In 
Packet)   

 
 
Week Seven:  NSC 68, The Campaign of Truth, and the Onset of the Korean War 
 

February 19:  Read: “NSC 68: United States Objectives and Programs 
for National Security” (April 14, 1950) (In Packet) 

 
February 21:  Read:  Medhurst and Brands, Critical Reflections on the 

Cold War, chapter 3 by Newman; Harry S. Truman, 
“Address on Foreign Policy at the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors,” April 20, 1950 (In 
Packet).   

 
 
Week Nine:  Eisenhower:    Rhetoric and National Security, 1950-1957 
 

February 26:  Read: Dwight D. Eisenhower, “Crusade for Freedom” 
(1950) and John Foster Dulles, “From Negative 
Containment to Liberation.” (1952) [In Packet]; 
Medhurst and Brands, Critical Reflections on the 
Cold War, chapter 4 by Parry-Giles. 

 
February 28:  Read:  Dwight D. Eisenhower, “The Chance for Peace” 

(1953) [In Packet] and “Atoms for Peace,” (1953) 
[In Packet]; and Medhurst, et al., Cold War 
Rhetoric, chapter 3 by Medhurst; Gaddis, The Cold 
War, chapt. 4.  



 
 
Week Ten:  Khrushchev, Sputnik, and the U-2 Affair 
 

March 5:   Read:  Dwight D. Eisenhower, “Our Future Security,” 
(November 19, 1957) [In Packet]; David Henry, 
“Eisenhower and Sputnik:  The Irony of Failed 
Leadership,” (In Packet).  Note:  Book Reviews due 
today! 

 
March 7: Read:  Dwight D. Eisenhower, Excerpts from “The 

President’s News Conference of May 11, 1960,” and 
Excerpts from “Statement by the President Concerning the 
Position Taken by Chairman Khrushchev at the Opening of 
the Summit Conference, May 16, 1960.” [In Packet].  
Lawrence W. Haapanen, “The Missed Opportunity: The U-
2 and Paris,” (In Packet) 

 
SPRING BREAK 

 
 
Week Eleven:  JFK, the Bay of Pigs, Berlin, and the Cuban Missile Crisis 
 

March 19:  Mid-Term Exam 
 
March 21: Read:  John F. Kennedy, “The Cuban Missile Crisis,” 

(October 22, 1962) [In Packet] and Kennedy, “The 
American University Address,” [In Packet]; and 
Medhurst, et al., Cold War Rhetoric, chapter 4 by 
Medhurst 

 
 
Week Twelve:  LBJ and the Vietnam War 
 

March 26:  Read:  J. W. Fulbright, “Foreign Policy:  Old Myths and 
New Realities” (1964) [In Packet]; and Medhurst 
and Brands, Critical Reflections on the Cold War, 
chapter 7 by Woods. 

 
March 28: Read:  Lyndon B. Johnson, "A Pattern for Peace in            

 Southeast Asia: The Johns Hopkins Speech." 
(1965) [In Packet]; Dean Rusk, “Testimony Before 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,” (1966) 
[In Packet].  Gaddis, The Cold War, chapt. 5. 

 
 



Week Thirteen: Nixon, Kissinger, and the Rhetoric of Detente 
 

April 2:  Read:  H.W. Brands, “The World in a Word:  The Rise and 
Fall of Detente,” (In Packet); Henry Kissinger, “The 
Western Alliance: Peace and Moral Purpose, “(July 
26, 1976) [In Packet].  Gaddis, The Cold War, 
chapt. 6. 

 
April 4:  Read: Ronald Reagan, “Address to the National 

Association of Evangelicals” March 8, 1983 (better 
known as “The Evil Empire” speech); Ronald 
Reagan, "Nicaragua" (1986) [In Packet]; Medhurst, 
“Writing Speeches for Ronald Reagan:  An 
Interview with Tony Dolan,” (In Packet). 

 
 
Week Fourteen: The First Persian Gulf War and the Rhetoric of Demonization  
 
   April 9:  Read: George H.W. Bush, “Iraqi Aggression in the 

Persian Gulf,” (September 11, 1990) [In Packet]; 
William Jefferson Clinton, “Remarks at Freedom 
House Breakfast,” (October 6, 1995) accessible 
through www.presidentialrhetoric.com.  Click on 
“Links” and then on “Public Papers of the 
Presidents.” Medhurst and Brands, Critical 
Reflections on the Cold War, chapter 10 by Ivie; 
Gaddis, The Cold War, chapter 7 and Epilogue.. 

 
  April 11: Read: Ivie, American Democracy and the War on Terror, 

chapters 1-2. 
 
 
Week Fifteen:  9/11, Terrorism, and the Future of American National Security Policy 

  
   April 16:  Read: Ivie, American Democracy and the War on Terror, 

chapters 3-5 and conclusion.     
 
   April 18: Read: George W. Bush, “Our Mission and Our Moment,” 

(September 20, 2001) accessible at 
www.presidentialrhetoric.com .  Click on 
“Speeches.”  Korb, National Security Strategy, pp. 
99-150. 

 
Week Sixteen:  The War on Terror and the War in Iraq 
 
   April 23:  Read: Colin Powell, “Remarks to the United Nations 
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Security Council,” (February 5, 2003).  Go to Google and 
type in “Colin Powell speech at U.N.” Also George W. 
Bush, “Outline for the Future of Iraq,” at 
www.presidentialrhetoric.com. and  Korb, A New National 
Security Strategy, pp. 1-39  

 
   April 25: Read: Report of the Iraq Study Group (Baker Group) on  
     line.  Go to Google and type in “Iraq Study Group Report.” 

Read all 84 pages.                 
 
 
Week Seventeen: Which Way Toward Peace? 
 
   April 30: Read: Korb, A New National Security Strategy, pp. 40-96. 
 
   May 2:  Research papers due by 5:00 pm today! 
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