
Guidelines for Application to the Graduate Program (M.A. or Ph.D.) 

in Church-State Studies

Baylor University

General Information

Applications for admission to the graduate program are obtained from the University Graduate Office.  Completed application should be submitted to the Graduate Office.   While not required, the application process can be expedited if the applicant will submit a copy of the application to the Director of the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies.  The number of admissions each year is limited by the availability of faculty to provide individualized supervision of each student's program of study.

All applications are carefully reviewed by the faculty of the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies.  Among many factors considered are the scope and quality of foundational work, grade-point averages, GRE scores, foreign language competency, career goals, and letters of reference.  At least two of the required three references should come from professors who have a thorough knowledge of the applicant's academic accomplishments.  Applicants for fall admissions should submit materials by February 15.  This deadline does not apply, however, for those applicants seeking no scholarship hours or stipends.  Final decisions cannot be made until all requested materials and scores are on file.  The GRE is mandatory for admittance to the graduate program.  Applicants who have not taken the GRE should anticipate a period of at least six weeks (3 weeks if taken by computer) from the date of the examination until receipt of scores by the University.  (It should also be noted that GRE scores are valid only for five years.)

Specific Information

In addition to the above information, the Institute of Church-State Studies requires an autobiographical essay of between five hundred and one thousand words, providing information which 


a.
describes the applicant's academic pilgrimage;


b.
delineates career goals; and


c.
discusses rationale for pursuing a graduate degree in church-state studies at Baylor 


University.

The essay should be submitted early in the application process to:

Dr. Christopher Marsh, Interim Director

J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies

Baylor University

One Bear Place #97308

Waco, Texas 76798-7308

Financial Assistance

Applications for financial assistance must be received by the Institute by February 15.  Any student seeking financial assistance must complete an "Application for Graduate Assistantship" form and file it with the Director of the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies.

Four types of financial assistance are available to graduate students.


1.
M.A. Graduate Assistantships


Graduate assistantships worth over $16,000 (stipend and tuition) are awarded 



annually on the basis of merit to students who will be assigned editorial, research, and 



clerical duties in the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies.


2.
Ph.D. Assistantships


Fellowships worth over $19,000 (stipend and tuition) are awarded annually on the 



basis of merit to outstanding students who will be assigned editorial and research 



duties in the J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-State Studies.


3.
Tuition-Remission Assistantships


Full or partial tuition-remission fellowships are available to qualified students. 



Information is available through the Director of Church-State Studies.


4.
Student Loans



Student loans are available to qualified students through the Student Financial Aid 



Office.
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