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Introduction

We live in a time of exploding change. People's lives are
bemg torn apart, the existing social order is crumblhing, and
new life-styles seem 1o be emerging on the horizon. These
changes are tearing our families apart, rocking our econo-
my, paralyzing our poliucal systems, shattering our values,
and creating a new, often bizarre environment in which to
work. play. marry, raise children, and retire.

All of this social, political, and economic change is mir-
rored in personal disintegranon. Psychotherapists and
gurus do a land-office business; people wander annlessly
amid competing therapies. They slip into cults and covens
or, alternatively, into a pathological privausm convinced
that reality 1s absurd. insane, or meaningless.

In all of this, [ sometimes feel like the angel Gabriel in
the play Green Pastures. Returning to heaven after being sent
to earth 1o investigate the havoe of Noah's Hood, Gabniel
replied, “Lord. there ain't nothin' fastened down there
anymore, Evervthin' nailed down 1s comin’ loose,”

For a world where change 1s so profound that 1t chal-
lenges all of our old assumpuions, old ways of thinking. old
formulas. dogmas, and ideologies, [ have good news! Jesus



is the same yesterday, today, and forever. He is the solid
Rock on which we can build a stable life. He 1s the secure
Anchor who can steady us i the storms of change.

The best of the good news is this: Jesus is for now. The
historical Christ is eternally revelant, He is not dead, and
Heas not gone, He 1s alive and He is here! When Jesus in
the present tense is ignored, we live our lives in a spiritual
vacuum. But when we magmify the present reality of the
Christ, our faith assumes a new vitality,

The purpose of this book is to present the timeless Christ
as the answer (o today's severest problems. It is written
with the conviction that He is both our Stabilizer and our
Energizer,

Since Jesus is the Son of God, we ought to accept Him
whaoleheartedly, conless Him, serve Him, and imitate Him.
We ought to give Him our supreme devotion. If these
pages help 1o do that, they will have accomplished their

purpose.
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Living Life in ltalics

Jesus hived His hite i atalics. No one else like Him has
ever existed; no one more disciplined or dedicated or de-
manding, no one more Consistent or crealive or canng, 1o
one more ntriguing or infurating or mtluenual.

He was mild and gentle; vet when necessary, forcelulness
pushed through humility, He could be both tough and
tender. Jesus' life was a perfect blend of grace and gnsile.

Beginning with a handful of diverse disciples, Jesus gal-
vamzed them into a church thar literally tumed the New
Testament world upside down. At the ape of thurtv-three,
He was crucified on a cross as a common cnminal, In the
end. this one man's sell-sacrfice was the most potent lorce
i defeating Rome, one of the greatest, most widespread
empires in history.

The influence of Jesus 15 so pronunent and domunant in
history that we are compelled 10 ask: Who 15 Jesus?

People have alwavs held one of three opimions about
Him. The Phanisees believed that Jesus was possessed by
the devil (Mark 3:22.3). The high priest accused Him of
blasphemy (Mark 14:64), They behieved that Jesus was a
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fralur_l. a liar. There arc sull people today who hold this
opimnion of Jesus.

At one ume, Jesus' own fiiends believed that He had lost
His senses (Mark 5:21). They knew that He was a good,
sincere man, but they were afraid that the pressures of His
ministry had become too much for Him and that He had
lost touch with reality. Even His family ined to take Him
back to the quiciness of Nazareth, so He could escipe the
attention that they were afraid was having an adverse effect
on Him (Mark 3:31-32). Some people today share this view
ol Jesus. Thev are sure that He was a good man but that He
was definitely deluded about His identity.

~And there were people like the Roman soldier who pre-
sided over the cruaifixion of Jesus and recognized Jesus as
the Son of God (Mair. 27:54). Likewise, millions of peaple
today gladly and joyfully join him in the acclamation: Sure-
ly this is the Son of God.

- This question, Who 1s Jesus? is the greatest question of
time and etermty. If Jesus were a deceiver or if He were
n_‘Jl:ludﬂl, then we need to be forever through with Him. But
if He is the Son of God, He is worthy of our greatest
devotion and we ought to accept Him, confess Him, and
follow Him jovlully.

As we try to find an answer Lo this question, we will fook
at four things about Jesus: His name, His aim, His claim,
and His fame. These will help us to know who Jesus 1s.

What's in a Name?

First, consider the name of Jesus. The study of names has
always fascinated me because names provide a clue o iden-
tty. Onginally people had only one name. We read in
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history about men like Aristatle and Josephus. But Ansto-
tle who? Josephus who? In ancient days, no one had a last
name.

But as the population grew, it became necessary o add
something 1o a person’s name—a family association, an
occupation, or a geographical location—to distinguish that
person from others bearing the same name. So we read
the Bible about three Simons: “the Zealot,” his pohtical
affiliation: “Simon a tanner,” his occupation; and **Simon
the leper.” his physical affhicuon (Luke 6:15; Acts 9:45;
Matt, 26:6).

Bit by bit, these identifving phrases evolved into the sur-
names of today. Names like Miller, Baker, Sawyer, and
Smith ongmated n this manner.

The names of the Bible are rich in meaning. This is why
we must consider the name of Jesus. When the angel an-
nounced the birth of Jesus to Mary, he said, “You shall call
His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from
their sins” (Matt. 1:21). The name fesusis the same as the
Old Testament name foshua, which means Jehovah is sal-
vation.”* So we cannot even speak the name of Jesus without
indicating who He is: He is the Savior of all people.

The unammous testimony of Scripture is that in the
name of Jesus the forgiveness of sins and salvation are
offered 1o all people everywhere (Luke 24:47). The apostle
Peter declared that there is no other name given under
heaven whereby people must be saved (Acts 4:12). And the
apostle Paul said that whosoever shall call on the name of
the Lord shall be saved (Rom. 10:13).

Paul further emphasized the significance of Jesus’ name
when he told us how Jesus humbled Himself to the point
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that He was willing to give up heaven and come to earth as
aman and die o crnimimal’s death so that we could be saved.
Then Paul declared,

Therefore also God highly exalted Him. and bestowed on
Him the name which is above every name, that at the name
ol Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven,
and on earth, and under the earth, and that every wngue
should conless that Jesus Christis Lord, 1o the glory of God
the Father (Plal. 2:9-11).

Because we find salvaton through the wonderful name
of Jesus, we often sing:

Jesus s the sweetest name | know,

And He's just the same as His lovely name,
And that's the reason why [ love Him so;
Oh, Jesus 1 the sweetest name | know,

Shh, Don’t Tell

Second. consider the mm of Jesus. Why did Jesus come
to earth? What was Jesus” grand mission here? IDid Jesus
come to build a political or a military empire? No! When
Jesus fed the multitudes, they were so moved by the miracle
that they wanted to take Him by torce and make Hum thewr
King. I He had come to be an carthly ruler, that would
have been the time to inaugurate His kingdom and begin
His reign, But Jesus dispersed the crowd and went on His
way preaching and teaching (John 6:1-15).

Later Jesus taught His disaples that the mark ot great-
ness in God's kingdom is not ruling over others but serving
them. He summed vup his ministry: “For even the Son of
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Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom Tor many™ (Mark 10:45). He did not come
to reign; He came to redeem. He didn’t come 1o be a king;
He came 1o be our Savior. N

Did [esus come to be a miracle worker or a faith healer?
Neither! The Gospels record forty-seven muracles He per-
formed during His earthly mimstry, but He performed
them out of compassion, not for recognition. In fact, He
often healed people and then said to them, *Shh, don’t tell
anvbody' (see Mark 7:36). He did not want peaple follow-
ing:; Him just because of His miracles, _ .

Did Jesus come to gain wealth and material possessions
lor Himself? No! The apostle Paul declared that _]fz&iu.'-'» ::’||-
ready had all the riches of heaven. Though He was rich, for
our sake He became poor that we through His poverty
might be rich (see 2 Cor. 5:9). - |

Why then did Jesus come? What was His aimr What was
His central mission on earth? Paul summed it up for us in
one completely reliable statement that all pmpiclshuulﬂ
believe: **Christ Jesus came into the world o save sinners
(1 Tim. 1:15). _

This is why [esus was always poinung His disciples to the
cross. He did not point them to His baptisin when the Holy
Spirit descended upon Him. He ched not point tl}cm to the
mount of transhguraton where the voice of God ﬁp{!ki.‘
about Him. He did not point them 1o His imiracles which
attracted the crowds to Him. He kept reminding them that
He had to go to Jerusalem where He would be betrayed
into the hands of sinful men, be cruafied, and then be
raised to life again on the third day (Mark B:31 931 10:32-
34). Jesus was a Man under orders. 11e was a Man on a
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mission, He had come 10 the earth for the great purpose ol
being our Redeemer—our Savior. Both His name and His
aim help us to know who Jesus is: the Son of God and the
Savior of the world,

He Verified His Claim

Third, hsten to the claim of Jesus. It 1s consistent with
both Jesus' name and His aim. Jesus asserted, ""He who has
seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9), Again He said,
"I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). And when He was
on tnal before Pilate. He was asked. “Are You the King of
the Jews?"” Jesus answered, "It 1s as you say” (Mark 15:2).
The real force of Jesus” answer has been lost inits transla-
non from the Greek to the English. Jesus answered literally,
"Yes, emphancally so! You said 1l I am the Son of God.”
[n all of these statements, Jesus was making the same great
claim that He was the Messiah, God’s Son.

Jesus made many other claims that were consistent with
this number-one claim. For example, Jesus claimed to have
power to forgive sins. Did He? Can such a claim be substan-
nated? Yes! On one occasion a man who had been enppled
from birth was brought to Jesus. Jesus said to the man,
“Somn, thy sins be forgiven thee™ (V. 5, K[V). That caused
evebrows to be raised in the crowd hstening to Jesus that
day. The people knew that only God has the power to
forgive sins. Was Jesus claiming 1o be God? Jesus read their
minds and their lips. He knew that they doubted His power
to torgive sins. How could He convince them that He had
such a power? There was one way 10 do it, He asked,
‘v‘ul’ll;u;,h Is easier to say, 'vour sins be forgiven or ‘arise and
W f
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While the people knew that only God could forgive sins,
they also knew that only God could heal a cnppled man. So
Jesus declared, “But in order that you may know that the
Son of Man has authonity on earth to forgive sins,” He said
to the paralytic, “I say Lo you, rise, take up your pallet and
go home'" (Mark 2:1-11). The man got up and walked. The
man's healing verified the claim of Jesus that He was able
to [orgive sins.

Jesus claimed to have all authorty in heaven and in earth.
Did He have that kind of authority? Yes, He spoke to the
winds., and the winds ceased blowing. He spoke 1o the seas,
and the seas became calm, He spoke to demons, and the
demons lled from Him. He spoke to the discased, and they
were cured. All things in heaven and earth obeyed the
command of Jesus (Matt. §:27).

Jesus claimed to know the future. But did He? Yes. He
discerned that one of His disciples had a devil in him, and
Judas did (John 6:70). He prophesied that Simon Peter
would deny Him three times. And although Peter did not
believe he would ever do such a thing, he did. Peter came
to reahize what we all need 1o face: Jesus knows us better
than we know ourselves (Matt, 26:31-35). Jesus stated that
the shepherd would be smitten and the sheep would scat-
ter. The night of His arrest, His disciples fled into the night
and deserted Him as He had said they would. He knew all
things then, and He still knows all things.

Jesus comforted Martha with, "1 am the resurrection and
the life; he who believes i Me shall live even if he dies”
(John 11:25). He did not say, L have come to tell you about
the resurrection.” Nor did He say, “'T have come to pomt
vou to the resurrection,’” What Jesus did say was: "'T am the
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resurrection. Was he? Ihd He have the power to raise the
dead? He went to the grave of His nend Lazarus who had
been dead for four days and. standing outside, Jesus called
ﬂqt, "Lazarus, come torth' (v, 43), And L.az:u‘;m Came oul
of the grave alive. Jesus never mer a luneral possession that
He didn’t break up by raising the dead. 1 believe thar, if
Jesus hud not called Lazarus by name that day, all the dclad
of all the ages would have come out of their graves,

Jesus said, "L A 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men o Myself™ (John 12:32), For two thousand years
now. the cross has been the magnet of history. l’mpl:rdl'rmn
all nations, all cultures, all races, and all languages have
I'_?ccn drawn to the crucified Christ to find both abundant
life and everlasting life in Him.

Jesus said, “1 am the door” (John 10:7). Through Him
men have found a ready access to God. Jesus said, "I am
the hight of the world™ (John 8:12): wherever He alnl:l His
message have gone, the darkness of superstitunion and ig-
norance have been dispelled, Jesus said, “Tam the bread of
life” (John 6:35), and He gives the water of life; when
peaple have taken Him into their lives, they have l‘.:.'i.tl their
hunger and thirst for God satished, Jesus said, “1 am the
vum".{lnhn 15:5); when people have come (o Him, they
%IIH'I;E lound a vital, living relationship with (.iod._]esur; said

[ am the good shepherd™ (John 10:11); And those Wl‘lt‘;
halx-r: f(:il:]\m'ecl Him have found guidance, care, and leader-
ship for all of their lives in Him. All of these. along with His
name and His aim, help us to know who Jesus is: the divine
Son of God and our Savior,
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The Message of History

Finally. look at the fame of Jesus. 1t is popular today for
historians to pick at the scabs of great people, exposing
their Mlaws and inconsistencies. But the longer and more
closely people look at the hife of Jesus the more sterling His
character shines. Historian Kenneth Scott Latourete re-
minds us, “As the centuries pass, the evidence 15 ac-
enmulating that, measured by his effect on histary, Jesus 18
the most influential life ever lived on this planet”” “And,”
he said, “that influence appears to be mounnng.”

With most people just the opposite is true. Their influ-
ence dimmishes with their deaths and with the passing ol
nme. Sometimes 1 hear people compare men like Mahatma
Gandhi to Jesus, presuming Jesus to be only one of many
saints. Their mistake is confusing God with Godlikeness.

The book Mahatma Gandhy and His Apostles by Vedmethta
reveals some mteresting things, among them that the
Gandhi influence thirty vears after his death has waned.
Thisis true despite the fact that Gandhi's lollowers record-
ed every word he said and despite the fact that four hun-
dred books have been written about him. According to the
author, Gandhi's disciples have scattered. They have found
inspiration in new masters and in new causes. The point is
that Gandhi was a greal man; Jesus was God.

Put these all together—ihe name ol Jesus, the aim of
Jesus, the claim of Jesus, and the fame of Jesus—and they
help us to know who Jesus really is. Who 13 Jesus? The
centurion was right. He is more than a man, He was and is
the Son of God and our Savior. Since this is so, we ought
to accept Him, contess Him, and follow Him as our Lord.
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A Purpose for Being

Thinkers everywhere agree that one of the most domi-
nant needs of all people is meaning in life—a purpose lor
bemg. As James Gardner observed, “Man is a stubborn
seeker of meanmng.”

One of the reasons Jesus' life exuded such confidence
and authority was: He knew who He was, why He was here,
and where He was going. His confidence lay cemented in
the knowledge that His purpose was always 1o do the will
of the Father.

He expressed that will, that purpose, that mission on
carth when He announced:

The Sparit of the Lord s upon me, becanse he hath anomted
me toy preach the gospel 10 the poor; he hath sent me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance 1o the captives,
and the recovering of sight 1o the blind, 10 set at hiberty
them that are bruised, T'o preach the acceptable year of the
Lord (Luke 4:18-19, K[V).

The occasion for that statement was Jesus’ first visit to
His hometown of Nazareth after He had begun His public

20
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ministry. His fame as a preacher and miracle worker had
spread rapidly. He was back for a visit to the town where
He had grown up. As was His custom, He went to the
synagogue 1o worship on the sabbath day. He was already
a noted teacher and a preacher, and He asked to read the
Scriptures and to deliver the sermon that day. So He took
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, turned to what we know as
Isaiah 61:1-2, and read it to the congregation, This passage
is a prophecy concerming the Messiah, When Jesus had
fimished reading tlus prophecy, He said to the congrega-
tion, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hear-
ing." Jesus declared to them that He was the Messiah whom
[saiah had predicted. He was the Savior for whom they had
longed. This passage from Isaah tells us most clearly why
Jesus came.

There are five reasons for Jesus' coming. He came for
consolation—"to heal the brokenhearted.”” He came for
emancipation—""1o preach deliverance Lo the captives.” He
came for illumination—to restore “‘sight 1o the blind.” He
came for liberation—"to set at liberty them that are
bruised.” And He came for salvation—to announce that
redemption was now available and 1o fulfill His role as
Redeemer, |

In these five words— consplation, emancipation, dlumnation,
liberation, and salvation—we have an answer to why Jesus
came initially. They also tell us what He can and will do for
us today if we will follow Him, 1

Why did Jesus come? What was His overriding mission
on earth?
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Give Him All the Pieces

Jesus came first of all for conselavon: He came to heal
the brokenhearted. Brokenhearted people are all about us.

Broken hearts aren’t restricted 10 any one class or race of

peaple. 1 doubt if vou could find a single pew in any church
or a smgle home m any comnmnity that does not have art
least one broken heart in it. A loved ane—hushand, wile,
child, or a parent—has been lost m death, A marniage ov a
career has not worked out. A child has gone astray, and the
dreams and hopes for that child have been shatered. An
illness, a disease, or some physical defect has come. Some-
thing has happened to almost every one ot us at some time,
leaving us with a broken heart.

What can we offer 1o all of these people with broken
hearts? When they come 10 us distressed about their fami-
hes, their health, thew children, their marnages, what can
we say to them? Are we to say: "l am sorry for you, my
fnend. Jesus can save you from your sins, but He can do
nothing about your broken heart. You must go clsewhere
to find help Tor that.” Must we sav to people that Jesus s
good for the “sweet by and by" but He can do nothing for
the “nasty here and now'? No, we have a message for the
brokenhearted people of the world.

John Gary, a retired minister friend, told me that when
he was a bov he saw a sign in a blacksmith's shop which
read: “We can mend anvthing but a broken heart and the
break of day.” Then he said, "Thank God, T know someone
who can mend even a broken heart.” So do L

It a person with a broken arm came to me secking help,
I would sav to lum, "Go 1o a physiaan, and he will help
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vou.” And if a person with a broken heart comes 10 me, I

can sav 1o him, “Go 1o Jesus, the Great Physician. He can

heal your broken heart.” That's a part of why Jesus came.
Lasten to Jesus' invitation to the brokenhearted:

Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, apd 1 wiall
give you rest, Take My yoke upon you, and learn trom Me
for { am gentle and humble in heart; and vou shall find rest
for vour souls. For My yoke is easy. and My load is light
(Mate. 11:28-30).

[f you are sad, if you are dejected, if you are depressed,
come (o [esus today, It is amazing what He can do with a
broken heart if you will give Hum all the pieces.

A Soul in Chains

Jesus also came for emanaipation: He came “to preach
deliverance to the captives.” These captives are nof people
in jail. They are people under the bondage ol sin, ﬂus Jesus
said, “Everyone who commits sin s the slave of sin™ (John
8:34).

William Penn once wrote, "Men must be gnvcmtd_by
God, or they will be ruled by tyrants.” Penn was Sp-‘:akm_g
pohitically, but his statement is also true slplmuall}'. Lust 1s
3 tyrant, Greed is a tyrant. Superstitution is a tyrant. Anger
is:l wrant. Ambition is a tyrant. Sin is the tyrant that rules
aver Ipcoplfs apart from Chnst.

We all know that the drunkard becomes a slave to alcohol
and that the drug addict becomes hooked on drugs. But the
perfectionist can become so n love with details that he
becomes cruel and wrnitable with those who have not at-
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tained a love for completeness. And the housekeeper can
love lor her house to be tidy—so tidy that she s unhappy
when people relax and are at home m at.

Everywhere people have bad habits that they can’t seem
to break. Thev want 1o be free from these things, and they
have said a thousand times that they are going to change,
but they never do.

Herodotus, the historian, recorded that the Persian king,
n:larius. once sprained his foot while out hunting. He re-
tamned at his court the most distinguished members of the
Egyptian medical profession, Their treatments, however,
only aggravated the condition of his foot. The king spent
seven sleepless days and nights. Finally, someone told him
ol a certain Democedes of Croton who had unusual medical
_skil]. Democedes at this time was a slave. He was brought
into the king's presence, trailing chains and clad in rags.
Demaocedes was able to soothe the king's foot and promote
its healing. As a reward, Darus gave Democedes two pairs
of golden fetters.

. Sin s like thau Tt leads eventually 1o bondage, Some-
times its chains are of iron, and sometimes they are of gold,
but the same enslavement results. The only difference is
the price of the chains., ‘

Peaple have always known their sin without having the
ability 10 do anvihing about it. But Jesus can set us free
from the bondage of sin. We no longer need to hive in
slavery to Satan and wrongdoing. We can be free persons.
We can know liberty in Jesus Christ. That is one of the
reasons He came,

A Purpose for Being 25

Spiritual Glaucoma

Jesus came also for illumination: He came to give “sight
to the blind.”

There are two kinds of blindness i the Bible: physical
blindness (a blindness of the eves) and sprritual blindness
(blindness of the soul). Handel, after he had written 7The
Messiah, went blind. But he said, *'1 believe that my ability
(o see Christ increased as my abiity to see others de-
creased.”

Jesus did restore the sight of many people who were
physically blind, but He came primarily to give sight to
those who were spiritually blind. Because ol Christ’s com-
ing, many people have seen themselves and God and eter-
nity and others for the first time.

It is possible for a person o have poo) vision and not
know it. That happened to me. When T was in college, 1was
having a difficult time seeing the blackboard. [ thought that
it was just because of a glare from the window. I thought
maybe everybody was having the same problem 1 was.
Then one day 1 was at a southwest conference haseball
game when a friend made a comment to me about some-
thing that was written on the center field fence. 1 asked,
“Can you read that sign?” He said, “Sure | can. Can't vou?”
1 said. *1 can't read a word of it.” He said, “Man, you must
be blind.” So I went to an optometrist, and, sure enough,
I needed glasses. I had a vision problem, and I didn’t even
know it

Many people today are in that same condition spiritually.
They do not see their own sinfulness. Thev have never
caught a glimpse of the glory of God. They have no vision
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ol eternity. They grope in spiritual darkness, blinded by
Satan, the god ol this world. But Jesus can open our cyes
to spirttual reality (John 8:12), If we come 1o Him, He can
give sight to the blind. That's a part of why He came.

Light and Liberty

Jesus also came for liberation: He came “to set at libery”
those who “are brunsed,” The “*bruised™ are the oppressed
or downtrodden. Oppression is much deeper than slavery,
It carries with it a sense of being crushed, defeated. and
whipped down by life.

Many people are not only bound by their habus but are
also crushed by their emotions, attiludes, and outlooks.
They need to be liberated from fear and worry, from
depression and loneliness, from pessimism and doubr as
well as from their sinful appetites.

Ernest Hemingway, one of the most celebrated writers
ever to pick up a pen, said, 'l live in a vacuum that is as
!OI'IE"_.' as a radio tube when the bateries are dead and there
18 no current to plug into,"” Then he put a shotgun to s
head and pulled the trigger.

A young lady who had just gone through a divorce came
o me for counseling. She said, “Since Bill didn't want me,
[just deaided that nobody wanted me." That kind of loneli-
ness and despair, meaninglessness, and miserv crushes
peaple everywhere. Jesus came for such oppressed people.
He came to help us overcome our inferior feelings, our bad
atitndes, and our negative outlooks,

A few weeks ago | was in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil If you
are ever there, one of the sights you will want 1o see is the
huge statue of Christ that overlooks the city of Rio, It s
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A Purpose for Being

called "Chrst the Redeemer,”” The Christ of stone stands
on a ligh mountain with hands outstretched to welcome all
who come to the aty, As [ stood looking at that massive
statue, | remembered the words of some unknown poet
who wrotle:

The Chnst of my land
15 cement and sand,
Who cannot see or hear or teel
the misenes of my people.
The Chnst of my land
is cement and sand.

Then 1 thought, Hallelyjah! The Chnist of the Bible 15 alive,
alert, and active. He sees and heavs and feels the hots of all people.
He can deliver those who are downtrodden. The one who
holds the stars in heaven also reaches down to lift us up
when life comes crushing in upon us.

With People It Is Impossible

We dare not miss the last of the reasons Jesus came. He
came also for salvation: He came “to preach the acceptable
vear of the Lord.” Jesus came to announce that the day of
salvation has come. God’s offer, God's promise, God's
provision is now available. Receive it today. Salvation can
be yours.

If Chinist had not come to dic for our sin, we would not
have had a chance to be saved. But because He came, all
people can be saved. A rich voung man once came to Jesus
asking, "What shall [ do 1o obtam eternal life?”” When Jesus
told him what to do, he felt that the price was oo high. He
turned and sorrowfully walked away. Then Jesus said to His
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disciples, “How hard it 1s for those who are wealthy o enter
the kingdom ol God!” (Luke 18:18-24). Jesus wasn't belit-
tling riches, He was just warming us that riches tend 1o make
a person feel self-suffinent and independent, and those
feelings make 1t hard for a person to pray: "God be merciful
to me a sinner.” Unless people come 1o this place of humil-
ity, repentance, and faith, they cannot be saved. That's why
it is so hard for wealthy people 1o be saved.

That surprised Jesus' disaiples. They believed that riches
were a sign of God's favor. They said, If rich people have
a hard time being saved, then who can be saved?” (see Luke
18:26).

Listen to Jesus™ answer. It 1s vital to us: “The things
impossible with men are possible with God" (v. 27). No one
is good enough to mern salvauon. No one is nich enough
to buy salvation. And no one is strong enough to earn
salvation. Our only hope is to receive it as a gift of God's
grace. T'o be saved, we must admit that we are sinners and
that we are helplessly and hopelessly lost. Then we must
rely on, trust in, and adhere o Jesus Christ as Savior.

Because Jesus came, redemption 1s now available to all.
We need only 1o turn 1o Him i repentance and faith.

Why did Jesus come? He came to heal the brokenheart-
ed, 1o set the caprives free, 10 give sight to the blind, to give
liberty to the downtrodden, and to be our Savior. If vou
have a broken heart, come 10 Jesus, If you are gripped by
unbreakable habits, come to Jesus. If you are bound and
blinded by a negative outlook or a bad auitude, come to

Jesus. If you are oppressed and depressed by life, come to
Jesus, TH you are lost and want 1o be saved, come 1o Jesus.
He came [or vou.

3

It's Sink or Swim

When it comes to the crucial issues of life, we must either
swim with Jesus or sink in despair. He s the only adequate
answer to the major problems that confront us. When faced
with the dilemma of conunuing to follow Christ or depart-
ing lrom Him with the multitudes, we say, with Simon
Peter: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words ol
eternal hife. And we have believed and have come to know
that You are the Holy One of God" (John 6:68-69).

The occasion that led to Siman Peter's conclusion and
confession was Jesus' feeding of five-thousand men with
just five loaves of bread and two small ish. By that deliber-
ate miracle, Jesus gave a sign to the people that He was tully
able to satisfy all of their needs by Himself.

However, the multitudes missed the real meaning of the
miracle and wanted to take Jesus by force and make Him
their king simply because He had fed them, This was not
what Jesus wanted, so He dispersed the crowd and crossed
the Sea of Galilee to the other side.

The crowd, however, followed Him to the other side ol
the lake, so He rebuked them for wanting enly a "bread-

29



30 Jesus Is for Newl

and-butter” preacher. Then He urged them to seek the
Bread of life rather than mere physical bread.

This Bread of life intngued the crowd, and they asked
Him to gwve them some of this “bread.” Jesus told them
that He was the Bread of hife Himself and that those who
came to Him would have their spiritual hunger fully sa-
nshied (John 6:35).

Building on this analogy, Jesus msisted that people must
eal His flesh and drink His blood i order 1o have eternal
life.

This shocked most of His histeners, and they found it too
difficult to accept. So many of them turned and went away
from Jesus. At this point, Jesus asked His twelve remaming
disciples, "Will ye also go away?” Peter answered, “Lord,
to whom shall we go? thou hast the words ol eternal life™
{John 6:67-68, KJV).

To whom shall we go today? With the crucial 1ssues ol
life, the deepest problems of life, and the greatest needs of
life, where shall we go? To whom shall we go with our
broken hearts? With our broken lives? With our broken
homes? Or with our broken world? There s ultimately only
one Person to whom we can go; Jesus. He alone is adequate
for all situations, all crises, and all umes. He alone 1s @ Man
for all seasons.

Broken Hearts

Jesus is the only adequate answer for our broken hearts,
The world had hardly begun when it was drenched with the
tears of sorrow. The Book of Genesis contams only two
chapters of bliss and then begins s 1ale of woe. Adam and
Eve sinned, Cain slew his brother Abel. From these expen-
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ences flows a trail of blood and tears that continues
thraughout the pages of the Bible, the pages of history, and
right onto the pages ol today's newspaper. All around us
are people whose hearts are broken in sorrow.,

Who can comfort us, heal us, and help us in our hours
of grief? Listen to the offer of Jesus:

Let mot your heart be troubled: ve believe in God, believe
also m me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were nol so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
fow you. And if T go and prepare a place for you, 1will come
agam, and receve vou unto mysell, that where 1 am, there
ve may he alsa (John 14:1-3, KJV)

John Bunyan's The Prlgrom s Progressis one of the greatest
books ever written. The two pilgrims, Christian and Hope-
ful, received a summons to the Celestial City and aL one
point came to the River ol Death. When they saw how deep
and wide and swilt and dark 115 waters were, they were
stunned. They met two men whose raiment shown like gold
and whose faces were as the light. The pilgnms asked the
men il there were another way to get to the gate of the
heavenly city, Were there no boats? No bridges? No fer-
nes? One man said, "“There 1s no other way ¢xcept through
the river,” Then they asked the man, "How deepis ?” The
angel answered, and this is almost the greatest thing in all
the book, “You shall find 1t deeper or shallower as you
believe in the king of the palace.”

Christian and Iopelul stepped into the water. When
they did, Chrstian began to sink. He cnied out to his com-
panion, "'I sink in deep waters: the billows go over my head;
all the waves go over me.”
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But Hopelul answered, “Be ol good cheer, my brather:
I feel the bottom, and it is good.”

With that, Christian broke out with a loud voice, “Oh, |
see him again; and he tells me. “When thou passest through
the water, 1 will be with thee: and through the nivers, they
shall not overflow thee""” Then he 1ok courage and
crossed safely over the river.

There 1s an old song that expresses our hope in the hour
of sorrow and death, Its words go Lke this:

[ won't have to cross Jordan alone,
Jesus died for my sms to atone,
When the darkness 1 see,
He'll be waiting tor me,
I won't have to cross Jordan alone.

Jesus, the Savior, 1s the only One who can give us comfort
durning life and hope after death. If we will come 1o Him,

He will help us in our hour of sorrow and grief (Heb.
4:14-16).

Broken Lives

Jesus as the only adequate answer {or our broken hves.
Melville's novel Meby Dickis a classic tale ol Captain Ahab,
who had a feud going with a great white whale of the deep.
The captain had already lost his leg in an encounter with
the great white whale and had become a brooding, unhap-
py, sullen, and terribly pessimistic man. Most of the time he
kept himself closed up in his cabin,

On one of those rare occasions when he was walking
around the deck of his ship, he came upon the ship's black-
smith, who was working on some metal. Captain Ahab sad
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1o him. “What are you doing, Smithy?"" And he replied, 1
am knocking the dents out of the harpoon, flapl;tiu." Cap-
tain Ahab stood there for a moment, then pointed to his
heart and said, ““Smithy, do vou know anything that will
take the dents out of here?” _

We begin our lives in the innocence of ¢luldhood, but it
is not long until we are marred and scarred by the blows
of a thousand sins. We start out thinking we can break the
Ten Commandments only to discover that they break us,
When that happens, what can we do? Where can we go to
straighten out the dents of our hearts and to mend our
broken lives? . B

Jesus is the only Person | know who can help. If your life
has been broken by sin, I have good news for you. The
carpenter of Nazareth still mends broken men and women.

William Muehl told vears ago the story of a five-year-old
who had worked all fall on a ceramic dish that he wanted
to give his parents for Christmas. On the last dayv before the
holidays, after the traditional Christmas program, the lad
was trying 1o run down the hall, put on his coat, and wave
good-bye 10 all at the same time. In the process, he EIIH|)¢{i
down and crushed the carefully wrapped package with a
terrible breaking noise. There was a moment ol silence;
then when the child realized what had happened, he broke
into uncontrollable sobs,

In an effort to comfort him, the father sad, "Don’t cry.
Son, don't cry. [t really doesn’t make any difference.” But
the mother, far wiser in things like this. brushed him aside
and said, *'But it does matier; it matiers a great deall." T]?l‘!?
she swept up the child in her arms and wept with him.
When that had passed, she stooped over gently and sand,
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“Let’s pick up the pieces and see what we can make out of
what is left.”

That’s what Jesus keeps saying to you and me: Bring me
the pieces of your broken life, and together we shall make
something of what 1s left.

Broken Homes

Jesus is the only adequate answer for our broken homes.
Marnage and family are hghting for their lives in contem-
porary Amenca. The dwvorce rate in America doubled be-
tween 1970 and 1980, And the number of divorces among
middle-aged people has jumped 80 percent in the past
fiecad{- while the populaton growth for that age group
increased only 4 percent over the same period. It seems 1o
me that we are rapidly coming to the place where a happily
married couple is an oddiy, r

Overall, 51 percent of American marnages now end in
divorce, For every marriage that dies with a formal funeral
called divorce, others die and are never legally declared
dead. Tlhr::-' are hiving deaths held together hylf children,
economic pecessity, social pressure, or religious convie-
tions, This means that we can drive down the streets of any
of our major cities and know that in every other house
people are facing a major domestic problem,
~ Where can we go for help with our broken homes? Who
is adequate to enter mto our marriage relationships and
Sﬂh-'f!.g‘f them? What can hold our marriages together to-
day? It is not a marniage license. That is only a legal docu-
ment. [t can be nullified as easily as it was ratified. It is not
a wedding ring. That is only a metallic symbol that can be
taken off as easily as it was put on. And it is not a wedding
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ceremony. That s only a socal custom. Christ can best
hold a marriage together. 1 almost never encounter an
expenence of marital failure i a home where Chrnistamy
15 a vital factor. Most marnage problems anse because of
our selfishness, pnde, and just plain meanness. Having
Christ in our lives takes a great deal of the abrasiveness out
of our personalities and helps us become more loving,
considerate. and sensitive mates, And that's what makes for
good marmages.

At the outset of His earthly munistry, Jesus was invited to
a wedding in Cana of Galilee. During the recepnion that
[ollowed, the host ran out of refreshments. Wedding recep-
tions i those davs were not lorty-hve-minute atfairs tacked
o11 1o the end of the wedding. They lasted for several days
and were characterized by feasting and great celebraung.
T'o run out of refreshments would prove termbly embar-
rassing to the host and 1o the bnde and groom.

Jesus” mother intervened, She told Jesus of the problem
and mstructed the servants, Do whatever He tells you”
(see John 2:5). Jesus told the servants to hill the large clay
waterpots. When they had done this, He told them to draw
some of it out and take it 10 the person in charge. The
steward, not knowmng s source, lasted the water-now-
turned-to-wine and smid, " You have kept the best tull now!"
(see John 2:1-11).

Transforming the molecular contents of the liquid was
only one of the miracles ol that day, Turning failure into
success was another, As that marmage would have been
marred trom the beginmng without His interventon, so
many homes are marred in the end because He is not al-
lowed to enter.
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Mary’s words to the servants are our cue to a happy
marnage! Do what He tells you!” Invite Jesus into your
life, obey His every command, and you will find the greatest
help possible for your marnage and your home.

Broken World

Jesus is the only adequate answer for our broken world,
People have always dreamed of a better world. They have
longed for a Utopia where there will be no war, no poverty,
no hate, no disease, and no cnme. Everv ime scientists go
into laboratories to hind a cure for cancer, they are dream-
ing ol a world where there will be no more disease. Every
time social workers go into the slums to work with the poor,
they are dreaming of a world where there will be no more
poverty. Every time politicians sit down at conference la-
bles to try to negotiate peace, they are dreaming of a world
where there will be no more war. However, war, poverty,
hate, disease, ignorance, and crime are stll great burning
social problems. To whom shall we go for an answer to
war? To whom shall we go for an answer to hatred and
racial prejudices? To whom shall we go tor help with all of
the great social 1ssues of roday?

Shall we go to saence? No! Science has made the world
a neighborhood, but it cannot make the world a brother-
hood. Science has enabled us to walk safely on the moon,
but we sull can’t walk safely on our own streets. Science has
enabled us to make tremendous technological strides, but
it has not solved the basic moral and spiritual problems of
people.

Shall we go to educanon? No! Higher education does not
change our lower nature. Knowing all about biclogy does
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not make persons more sensitive 1o the loneliness of those
around them. What good is there in knowing a toreign
language if we cannot say a kind word m our native lan-
guage? If education can solve our basic problems, why do
students have to lock their cars on campus and why do
professors have to watch students 1o keep them from cheat-
ing? And why must we have police officers at our athleuc
contests?

Shall we go to the politicans? No! Some people say that
what we need is more and better laws. But [ have never
pastored m a city where the chief law enforcement ofhicial
didd not either confess 1o a enme or become indicted lor
some crime. It is not unusual today for a politician to be
featured in Time one week and be “doing tume” the next.
What we need is not more and better laws. We need tewer
and better lawmakers.

Shall we go to more religion? No! The world has long
been filled with religion. And we recogmize that there 15
some good in all religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Shin-
toism, Confucianism, and Judaism. However, religion has
not changed the world.

To borrow a phrase from Paul Rees: “Nothing can save
a tottering civilization but a towering Savior.”

Abraham Lincoln once observed, “I have often been
driven to my knees by the realization that [ had no other
place to go.” That's precisely the predicament we find our-
selves in today, That's why [ say, in the face of the greal
issues of life. we must either swim with Jesus or sink into
despair. Where else is there to go? He alone has the an-
swers to our greatest needs. He alone is adequate lor every
circumstance of life. He is a God for all seasons.
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Go and Sin No More

Dr. Horace Williams, who was for many vears professor
of philosophy at the University of North Carolina, once
commented, “When [ found out Jesus was not a Methodist,
it was a shock. And then | discovered He wasn't even an
American!™

Many people would probably be shocked 10 know what
Jesus is really like. We all tend (o make Him like we are:
Anglo-Saxon, Protestant, Amencan—and i my part of the
country, a lTexan—and even a Southern Bapiist,

But the more I know about Jesus, the more 1 realize that
He s different [rom all of our sectarian labels. One passage
that reveals this is Jesus” experience with the woman taken
in adultery (John 8:1-11).
~ One day, as Jesus was teaching in the Temple, He was
mterrupted by the scribes and Pharisees. the watchdogs of
religious orthodoxy. They had caught a woman in the very
act of adultery and had brought hier to Jesus for judgmentr.

Their question to Jesus was this; “Now Moses in the law
commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what savest
thou?" (v. b, KJV). The seribes and Pharisees were enemies
of Christ and had long been looking lor a good way (o
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discredut Him publicly. This seemed to be the perfect one.
From a purely legal point ol view, the scnbes and Phansees
were correct. The law of Moses did require that a person
guilty of adultery be stoned 1o death (Deut. 22:23.24), The
woman was clearly mlty, Their accusations were not a
matter of hearsay. They had actually caught her in bed with
A man,

But this law of Moses had fallen into disuse at that time,
Besides, the Romans who had conquered Israel forbade the

Jews from mtheung capital punishment without the sanc-

tion of the Roman ruler. The Romans certainly did not
hold adultery as grounds for capital punishment, so they
would not have sancuoned the stomng of the woman for
such an offense, Now, vou can see the dilemma.

Il Jesus said, “Stone her,” He would be going contrary
to the law of Caesar. If He said, " Forgive her,” He would
be going contrary to the law of Moses. If He said, “Con-
dermn her,” He would be branded as a rebel. If He said,
“Pardon her,” He would be branded as a heretc. How
could He win? What could He say? Any answer He gave
would be wrong.

Jesus undersiood the mouves of the scribes and Phan-
sees, so He refused to dignily and sausfy them with an
answer. [ustead He stooped down and began to write on
the ground and said nothing.

But the Phansees would not leave Jesus alone. They were
determined to have an answer. They kept on asking Him:
“"What do you say? What 13 your opimion?” Finally, Jesus
spoke. He answered in essence, "OK, you want an answer:
stone her! But let the one among vou who is without sin
cast the first stone.” Then Jesus stooped down and began




40 Josus s for Nawl

to write on the ground again, Between what He said and
what He wrote, a change ook place. The silence of the
circle was broken by the thud of stones falling in the sand.
What did He write? We will never know, but tt produced
convichion and compassion, and when He looked up, all of
the woman's accusers had gone. He alone was left with the
her.

Then Jesus asked of her, "Woman, where are those thie
accusers? hath no man condemned thee?” She replied,
“No man, Lord." Then Jesus said to her, “Neither do [
condemn thee: go, and sin no more” (wv. 10-11, KJV).

The importance of this expenience is that it reveals how
the rop management in the head office of heaven deals with
sinand with sinners. 1t also teaches us the different wavs we
ourselves can deal with sinners. We can employ Moses' way
and condemn the sinner to be punmished. We can use the
Pharisees’ way and expose and embarrass them pubhcly.
Or we use the Master's way and forgive them.

Sin must be reckoned with. The woman was caught in her
sin, and we can be sure that our sins will find us out also
(Num. 32:23). Either in ime or 1n etermity or in conscience,
our sins will eventually hind us out. Sometimes they find us
out swiftly, as in the case of Anamas and Sapphira. Some-
nmes they find us out slowly, as i the case of David. But
be sure of this: One day our sins will catch up with us.

The Scnptures remind us, "He that covereth his sins
shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13, K]JV). We all have the
same choice: We can cover our sis, or we can confess
them. If we choose to cover our sins, we will not prosper.
Il we choose 1o contess them and forsake them, we will
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receive pardon. The Lord will either deal with our sin's. in
mercy now or He will deal with them in judgment later. I'he
choice is ours. _

The best thing, the only wise thing, for us to do then is
to bring our sins to Jesus now and let Him deal with them
1< He dealt with that woman, The way Jesus dealt with her
then is how He deals with sin and sinners today

The three statements Jesus made 1o the woman show
how He deals with sinners, His first statement, “"Woman,
where are thine accusers? hath no man C(l]l(lcnmt‘{‘! thee?"
shows His compassion. His second statement, “N_mlh-:rr do
I condemn thee,” reveals His consistency. His third state-
ment, "“Go, and sin no more," shows His candidness (John
3:10-11). ‘ 1

If the world shall last for a million years, this experience
and these three statements will stand as a testimony to all
the world about how God treats sinners and also about how

we should wreat them.

Jesus Is Compassionate

The way Jesus first addressed the woman shows the
greatest of tenderness and compassion. He said, “Waoman,
where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned
thee?™ .

Notice that Jesus addressed her simply, ““Woman.” He
could have called her a lot of other things. He could have
called her a prostitute, a harlot, or something worse. After
all, name calling is one of the main ways we sinners have
of judging, condemmng, and belittling olhcr_ simners. But
He didn't do that, and He wasn't a sinner either. He ad-
dressed her simply “Woman,”
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Woman 1s the same word He used 1o address His own
mother at Cana and from the cross. At the wedding in Cana
ol Galilee, the host ran out of wine at the wedding recep-
tion. Mary intervened and told the servants 1o do whatever
Jesus commanded them. Jesus responded, “Woman, what
do 1 have to do with you? My hour has not vet come’” (John
2:4). And from the cross. as He commutted the care of His
mother to John the beloved apostle, He said, ""Woman,
behold your son!™ (John 19:26). Whenever the word wenan
fell from the lips of Jesus, it was always spoken in infinite
tenderness and compassion. We can be sure of that

The woman responded to Jesus™ question by saving that
all her accusers were gone and there was no one lefi 1o
condemn her. Jesus had made sure there were no accusers
by saving earlier. "He that1s without sin among you, let him
first cast a stone at her” (John 8:7, KJV). In that starement,
aur Lord revealed lor all times that the only people qua-
lihed to condemn others for sins are those who are com-
pletely sinless. That statement put me out of the
stone-throwing business for the rest of my life, Like the
scribes and the Pharisees in this story, I have disquahfied
mysell.

John's way ol describing what happened 1o this woman's
accusers 1s marvelous, He said, "And they . . . being con-
victed by their own conscience, went out one by one, begin-
ning at the eldest, even unto the last™ (v. 9, KJV). 1 like to
think that the oldest one left hrst because he was the wisest.
Age often mellows, and expenence broadens. The cocksur-
ness of vouth gives way to a more loving heart and a mind
that 15 slower o judge and quicker to understand.

As Goethe said, "One needs only o grow older 1o
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become gentler n one'’s judgments, I see no fault commit-
ted which I could have not committed myselt.”

When George Whitehield saw a erimimal on the way to the
gallows, he uttered the famous sentence, “There, but for
the grace of God. go 1" | have lived long encugh o know
that there is within my heart the potential to do any evil that
has ever been done, There are thoughts and desires in all
of us that would shame hell itsell at times. Like those
scribes and Phansees, we may not have done what they
were accusing the woman ol doing, but we have thought
about it. and we have wanted to. And by our own con-
science we are accused and condemned.

On mv desk 15 a rock that | purchased on a visit to the
Dead Sea several vears ago, Inscribed on it are these words
of Jesus, “Let him who is without sin cast the first stone.”
1 keep it there to remind me to be compassionate with
people who have fallen into sin. No matter what people tell
me, they know that | will pray for them, weep with them,
and give them advice; but 1 will not throw rocks at them,
| am just not quahfied.

We need to guard at all costs against a critical, condemn-
ing. judgmental sparit that makes us more like the scribes
and Pharisees than like Jesus, We not only are not qualified
to judge others but also we libel ourselves when we do so.
We will be judged by God as we judge others (Matt. 7:1;
Rom. 2;1). Il anvthing ought to encourage us to be compas-
sionate with others, it ought to be that fact.

[ am forever wmazed and alarmed at how msensitive and
calloused and eritical and how unlike Christ some religious
people can be. We should strive to become like Jesus and
deal compassionately with ather people. The only folk who
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have a nght 1o condemn others are those who are sinless
themselves,

Jesus Is Consistent

Jesus' second statement to the woman shows His consis-
tency in dealing with sinners. He said, “Neither do 1 con-
demn thee' (v. 11, KJV). That statement 1s in keeping with
His whole mission. He did not come for condemnaton but
tor redemption.

He said to Nicodemus, “For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world though him might be saved” (John 3:16-17,
KJV).

Jesus’ very purpose for coming into the world was not to
Judge it but to redeem it. In keeping with that purpose, that
mission on earth, Jesus said to the woman, “Neither do [
condemn thee,™

He was the only one present that day who had the nght
to condemn her, and He chose not 10. He chose 1o forgive
her, She deserved justice, but she needed mercy, [esus
always ofters us what we need. not what we deserve.

A lady went 1o a photographer once to have her picture
made. When she went back 1o view the proofs, she was
upsetl. She said to the man, "I don't like these pictures.
They don’t do me justice.” The photographer replied,
"Lady, vou don’t need Justice; vou need mercy.”

That's the way 1t 15 with all of us. We really don't want
Justice. We want mercy. If the Lord should mark imquines,
who among us could stand? Jesus came for our salvation,
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not our condemnation. And His torgiveness of the adulter-
ous woman was wholly consistent with that,

As a boy, I believed that God was basically a God of fire
and brimstone. I believed that He loved me when 1 was
good and that He hated me when I was bad, Bul when 1
really got acquainted with Jesus, I learned that He loved me
even when 1 was bad. Though He hated the sin in my life,
He still loved me.

This truth is beautifully expressed in a new verse that |
learned recently of the old song “Jesus Loves Me." We all
know and love the hrst verse of that song:

Jesus loves me! this 1 know,
For the Bible ells me so;
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He 15 strong

But the new verse 1s equally beautilul:

Jesus loves me when I'm bad,
Though it makes Him very sad.

Jesus loves me when I'm good,
When I do the things [ should.

‘The lact 1s, our being good or bad does not alfect Jesus’
love for us at all. There is nothing we can ever do to keep
Him from loving us, Fortunately, His love does not depend
upon what we are but on what He 1s.

Jesus looked ahead o the cross and saw Himself dying
for our sins, He therefore had a right to torgive the woman
and to pardon her. When we come to Him n repentance
and faith today, He puts Himself and His redeeming and
atoning death between us and our sins. ““There is therelore
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now no condemnation to them which are i Chnist Jesus
(Rom. 8:1, KJV). He loves us with an everlasting love, and
there is nothing that can ever separate us from this love.

Jesus Is Candid

Jesus® third statement to the woman shows His candid-
ness in dealing with sinners. The grace of His love would
not condemn her, nor would the gnt of His nghteousness
condone her, Her sinful act could be forgiven., and she had
to forsake that behavior, 50 He said to her, “Go, and sin
no more” (v. 11, KJV). In a frank and straightforward way,
Jesus brought the woman face-to-face with her sin and with
the eternal choice of life. She could go back to her old lite,
or she could reach out for a new life with Him, Jesus said
to her in essence, “Woman, vou don't have 1o go back to
where you have been. You can be forever through with
your old lite, and vou can go on to become the woman vou
were intended (o be”

I don’t want you to get the idea that Jesus treated her sins
lightly. He didn’t just pat her on the shoulder and sayv, “It’s
OR; it really doesn’t matter all that much.”™ Jesus never
condones, coddles, or overlooks sin.

He called her sin by its pame, and He told her to qut it
and 1o start living a life of chastity. Here 15 no easy forgive-
ness, He didn’t condemn her. but neither did He condone
her. He challenged her to new heights of goodness of which
she never dreamed. One of the amazing, heart-lifting
things aboult Jesus was His beliet in men and women. When
confronted with someone who had gone wrong, He didn’t
say, ""You are a wretched and a hopeless ercature.” He said,
"Go, and s ono more.”
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Obviously, Jesus believed that he could help the siuner
become a saint. Jesus” method was not 1o condemn but to
INspire.

So when we come 1o God—the one agamst whom we
have ulumately sinmed—He does not condemn us nor con-
done our sin but rather calls us to a higher life. He is willing
to give us a second chance even though we do not deserve
it. He savs 1o us, “You have made a mess of things. but your
lite 1s not finished, T am giving you another chance.”

He challenges: “You can yet become what vou were cre-
ated to be, This does not have to be the end. Your life 15
not over vet. Get up. and get on with living as T want you
to." And He says that with such authority that we know that
He will enable us to live above the life we have known
betore.

1 wonder what happened to the woman alter her encoun-
ter with Jesus, No one knows for sure, but I have un wdea.
Her answer to Jesus' question, "Where are your accusers?”
gives us a hint. She said, “*No man, Lord"” (v. 11, K]V). The
fact that she addressed Him as Lord 1s evidence that she
recogmized who He was and that she believed in Him. My
guess 1s that this woman was truly repentant and that she
apened her heart to the One who loved her for what she
could become not for what she was, And she accepted His
offer of a new life.

I think in that moment. face-to-face with Jesus, she
became painfully aware of her sin, committed hersell 1o
Him. and walked away a new person. That's the way Jesus
dealt with sin and sinners then, and that's the way He deals
with them today.

A captive was once brought before James 11 ol England.
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The king chided the prisoner. “You know that it 1s i my
power to pardon vou?" The wembling captive replied,
“Yes, I know it is in your power 1o pardon me, but it is not
in your nature."

It 1s both in the power and the nature of Jesus 1o forgive
and to pardon. The fact is that none need ever go away
from Him unforgiven. He has paid the price for our sins.
He will forgive us. This experience teaches us that it 1s in
both His power and His nature to do so.

5

Here Comes the Bridegroom

Jeow 1s one of the domimant notes of the New Testament.
1t is tragic that so litde of it as felt or expressed in most
modern churches and by most Chnisuans. [ have auended
many churches and heard excellent sermons badly dehv-
ered. The whole service lacked cheerfulness. The tone of
the minmister's voice and his inflection were all depressing.
This is almost the worst of faults in any preacher. Faith and
hope and love are cheerful and should be preached in that
manner. Life 1s not always bright, but Chnisnanity ought to
be,

I the world could see in us a hittle more happiness and
a little less gloom, a little less judgment and a hitde more
compassion, 1t would he more attracted 1o Jesus because
He was an immensely happy person.

Jesus described His work and His relationship 1o the
world as that of a bridegroom. We have often heard Jesus
called the Good Shepherd who came Lo seek and to save the
[nst sheep of the world. And we have heard [esus called the
Great Physician who came 1o make people whole. But not
nearly enough attention has been to Jesus as the Bride-
groom ol the chureh.

49
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Jesus gave us this image of Himsell when He wits being
questioned by the Pharisees about lasting, They wanted 10
know why Jesus” disciples did not fast and practice the kind
of asceticism that John the Bapust practiced. Jesus replied,
"You cannot make the attendants of the bridegroom [ast
while the bridegroom is with them. can you? But the days
will come: and when the bridegroom 1s taken away [rom
them, then they will fast in those days" (Luke 5:33-35),

Jesus” use of the image of a bridegroom suggests both
the purpose and the nature of His minisiry. As the Bride-
groom ol the church, He is the lover of humanity who has
come 16 woo and win us 1o God. And as the Bridegroom,
He and His followers were immensely happy.

John the Baptist was a preacher of judgment, There was
maore fire and brimstone per square inch in John's preach-
ing than in anyone else 1 know. He was a somber, austere
man who lived life close to the bone, He both preached and
practiced fasting. To fast is to do without food for an ex-
tended period of time as an act of religious devouon. It is
the practice of self-denial for a spinitual purpose. If you

have ever been on a diet, then you know that doing without
tood 1s no fun. John the Baptist was a “no fun’ kind of man.

But Jesus was not like that. He made u clear that His
disciples did not fast because they were not sad. Feasting,
not fasting, was more characteristic of Jesus' life and His
movement. To make fasting a part of His ministry would be
like putting a new patch onan old garment: it would be out
of place.

Remember that Jesus compared Himsell 10 a bride-
graom. not a (uneral director. Therefore, our worship ser-
vices ought to be more like 4 wedding than a wake. And as
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His followers, we ought to look and act more like wedding
attendants than hike pallbearers,

I'm afraid that most modern Christians have taken on
mare of the spirit and atttude ol John the Bapust than that
of Jesus, Many people look upon the church as nothing but
a collection of colorless rehigious creeps who come 1o Wor-
ship services and sit with blank stares on their faces while
they listen to irrelevant sermons. And in many instances
this is true. A lot of Christians go to ball games and yell like
fans: but at church, they sit hike statues. A lot of worship
services begin at eleven o'clock sharp and end at 1welve
o'clock dull. _ .

I have attended some worship services h'llt_’!.'l:_‘ I felt like
the little boy who attended church for the hirst nme. On the
will there was a memonal plaque that had been placed
there in memory of the congregation’s young men who_had
given their lives in the military service of their country. The
little boy became captivated by that plaque. In the middle
ot the worship service, he leaned over and asked his moth-
er, “Mother, what's that for?” Thinking |_hut an answer
might keep him quiet for the rest of the service, the mother
answered, “Son, that has been placed there in memory of
the bovs who died in the service ™ The hutle boy lhc‘lli asked,
“Mother, which service did they die in—the morning ser-
vice or the evening service?” .

This kind of lifelessness and joylessness in many ctlu.ul'r.hv
es may have sumulated the famous remark about Eh.r:sman-
ity by Friedrich Nietzsche, a German philosopher: “If you
want me 16 believe in vour Redeemer, you'll have 1o look
a lot more redeemed.”

Jesus never counted 1t a sin to be happy. He was happy
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Himself, and He wants us to be also. What a challenge the
Joy of Jesus is to us today to let that note sound loud and
clear in both gur private lives and our public worship. The
world has enough sadness of its own without our adding o
L.

Luke told of the deep joy of Jesus when he wrote, “At
that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit’' (Luke
10:21). The occasion of this statement was a return of the
seventy from their preaching mission. Jesus had sent out
seventy others in addition to His twelve apostles on a tour
of the nearby cities and towns. He had given them specific
instructions for going and working. They went gladly ac-
cording to His divine command. And, after a time, the
seventy came back and gave a glowmg account of their
work,

They were all filled with joy at the tremendous success
of their first large-scale evangelistic tour under the com-
mand of Jesus. And when they told Him that even the devils
were subject unto them in His name, Jesus, as if in musing,
said, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning”
(v. 18). Then the text goes on to say, At that very time He
rejorced greatly in the Holy Spint.”

The verb rgoiredis a very sirong word. It means that Jesus
was ecstauc. He showed rapturous joy. The same word
used here is also employed to describe the joy Mary felt as
she told her cousin Elizabeth that she was going to give
birth to the Savior (Luke 1:47). [t is the same word that is
used to describe the joy the Philippian jailer felt when he
was converted to Christ (Acts 16:34). And 1t is the same
word that is used to describe the joy that will be in heaven
at the marnage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7).
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The use of this partucular word and everything in this
whole paragraph shows that at this moment Jesus had the

Jov of Chrisimas, the joy of salvanon, and the jov of heaven

all at the same time. Jesus was indeed a joyful man. His hfe
was characterized by triumphant, ecstatic, rapturous joy.

What caused Jesus to rejoice in this hour? What led to
this happy experience? If we can learn the answer 1o these
questions from this passage, it wall help us to know what we
may do to bring joy 1o Him today. To know the answers 1o
these questions will teach us the source of much joy in our
own Christian expenence.

Three things caused Jesus to experience and express
ecstatic joy on this occasion, In the success of the seventy,
He saw the fall of Satan, the ministry of His saints, and the
salvation of sinners. When He saw these three things, He
rejoiced in the Holy Spint.

The Defeat of Satan

The seventy returned Irom their preaching mission say-
ing, "'Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your
name” (v. 17). At that time Jesus said to them, "I was
watching Satan fall from heaven like hightning.” The de-
mons represent Satan's power on earth. In thewr deteat,
Jesus saw the final defeat of Satan and the ultimate tnumph
ol the gospel. He saw in the preaching of the seventy the
power of Satan broken. He saw this as an evidence of the
sudden, complete, and decisive defeat of the dewvil.

Satan is the archenemy of God and God's people. He s
our accuser and our adversary. He is constantly at work
seeking whom he mav destroy (1 Pet. 5:8). Sin entered the
world when Adam and Eve vielded to the temptation ot
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Satan in the Garden of Eden. At that time he became the
god of this world, and he has had tremendous sway over it
ever since, But evenin the Garden, God promised redemp-
ton. He said to Satan: I will put enmity/Between you and
the woman,/And between your seed and her seed:/He shall
bruise you on the head,/And you shall bruise him on the
heel” (Gen. 3:15). On the cross, Jesus was brinsed by the
power ol sin and Satan. But on the cross, the ultimate
deleat of Satan was accomplished. Paul therefore declared.
"The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet”
(Rom. 16:20). '

As the disciples gave their report, Jesus remembered the
prophecy of God, anticipated the coming crucifixion, and
saw that through theiwr preaching of the good news the final
defeat of Satan would be accomplished. The battle would
be won. The victory was assured, So Jesus rejoiced in the
Holy Spirnt.

Every time the gospel is preached, the boundanes of the
kingdom of darkness are driven back. Every ume we tell the
good news, we hasten the full and final defeat of Satan. This
is what caused Jesus to rejoice then, and it is what causes
Him to rejoice now.

The Ministry of the Saints

Second, Jesus rejoiced in the ministry of His saints, Hith-
erto, only the twelve apostles were at work. Now, seventy
others were working, These seventy were all laypersons,
plain-vanilla Christians. They were sent out two by two on
this great mission for the Lord just as the apostles had been
sent. Up until now it seems that only the twelve had been
given the power and the responsibility for witnessing. The
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rest of Chnst’s followers were but spectators, observers of
the work, Now he broadened the base 1o include all lollow-
ers, Now the average layperson was involved in the great
missionary ellort to reach these anes ol Chnst, When Jesus
saw this, He rejoiced.

This kind of vast missionary and evangelistic mvolve-
ment always causes our Lord o rejoice, The divine plan of

Jesus is that all of His disciples should be witnesses, The

layperson is as much called to be a witness for Chirist as is
the preacher. Every saved soul is an ambassador for Chnist
I'he adeal of the kingdom of Jesus 1s that every man and
woman, evervone saved by His grace, shall be a personal
herald and witness for Jesus Christ,

Our Lord rejoiced on this occasion because He beheld
that dav a prophetic vision of the victories that would come
to His church down through the ages, He knew that preach-
ers and lavpersons, working together, would go forth with
the life-giving message of the gospel of the redeemed love
which 1s centered wm Him, the Savior of the world. Jesus
rejotced with unspeakable jov as He beheld that vision.

Have vou ever noticed that the really important igures
in the New Testament are not priests and monks, but shep-
herds, hshermen, tax collectors, soldiers, polincians, tent
makers, physioans, and carpenters? On the shoulders ol
such people, the gospel went forward and the church was
bult.

Elton Trueblood was night when he said that the only
kind of church that can crack the modern world s one
which every member is a missionary, There are thousands
of missionary tasks, and each must find his own. Oh that we
might come to this blessed and glonous ideal of our Savior!
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Christiamty 1s not merely a badge to be worn. Salvanon
1s not simply a thing to be possessed. It imposes a solemn
obligation upon every one of us to put forth our best efforts
to win the lost to Christ Jesus the Savior. Our Lord rejoiced
on this occasion because His people were measuring up 1o
His divine plan.

We can add 1o the rejoicing of the heart of Jesus, as well
as o that of our own heart, if we will become personal
witnesses and evangelists and supporters of world mis-
stons. Serving Christ and obeying Him bring to us the

greatest joy in all the earth. One of the reasons the note of

Joy is so absent from many Christians’ hearts is that they are
not mvolved m Christ’s service.

Jesus, however, quickly cautioned His disciples not 1o
rejoice because the demons were subject unto them. They
should rejoice because their names were recorded in heav-
en. In other words, rejoice in what you are, not in what you
do. Our success-crazed world needs this warning,

We must be careful not to exaggerate the impontance of

the deeds we accomplish, When our joy and success are
marked by doing rather than being, we often become jeal-
ous, competitive, and deceptive.

We must not hnd our joy in our momentary successes
alone, for the ume may come when we will not be success-
ful. Then where will our joy be? Our joy must not be in our
momentary victories but rather in our eternal relanonship.
The fact that we are saved and secure and our names are
written m heaven brings us our greatest joy. Therefore,
when we go out witnessing and working for Christ and we
aren’l successful, we shouldn't feel that we are failures, Qur
relationship with Christ is still secure.
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Not our victories but God's ulumate sovereignty over
evil is the ground of our hope and the basis of our rejoicing.

The Salvation of Sinners

Alter hearing the report of the missionaries, Jesus then
offered a praver of thanksgiving to God. He said, "] praise
Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst
hide these things from the wise and melligent, and didst
reveal them to babes™ (Luke 10:21),

Jesus rejoiced because His work of redemption was
reaching out to all people. The “wise and intelligent™ were
the scribes and the men who were schooled in the tradi-
tions of their religion. They were people who had arrogant-
ly depended on their own intellectual capacities 10
understand all things. They had become so proud in their
learning that they were blind to the simple truth of God.
The babes™ were the humble [olk, the ordinary people,
who without arrogance or pretense were receptive o God's
revelation of Himself in Jesus, Thus they responded to and
were recepuive to God's word, The truth of God in Chnist
15 revealed truth, Tt dees not require earthly knowledge but
heavenly grace to understand it

One of the dangers of education 1s pride in one's self and
one's powers. We can become so accustomed 1o analyzing,
scrutinizing, and classifying informauon that we exclude
any vision of things in their concreteness, wholeness, and
simplicity. It is quite possible to be so clever and so learned
that in the end we cannot see the forest for the trees. In
shiort, we can become educated beyond our intelligence; we
van become too smart for our own good.

True wisdom is alwayvs hamble and in a certain sense
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naive. This 1s especally true when it comes to the revela-
tion of God, After all, we must alwavs remember that Chris-
tanity does not mean knowing all of the theories ahowt the
New Testament; still less does 1t mean knowmg all of the
theonies about Chiist because Chrnishanity does not mean
knowing about Christ: it means knowing Christ,

Do not misunderstand me. No premium is to be placed
on ignorance by Christans. When we come to church, we
don't unscrew our heads and leave them outside the door.
We are to love God with our minds as well as our hearts and
our spirits. Nonetheless, the truth of God in Chnist is re-
vealed truth and only those who are willing and able hum-
bly to receve a revelanon can know it

Wherever and whenever Jesus sees commaon people re-
sponding to the gospel and bemng saved, His heart leaps
with joy. The Bible declares to us that there is joy even in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
comes to repentance (Luke 15:10). Jesus knows no greater
joy than secing another come to Him as Lord and Savior,
and neither should we.

Jesus then 1s the Bridegroom of the church. He came o
woo us and win us to the Heavenly Father, If we respond
10 His love and His proposal with a glad and jovous 1 do."”
we can know His joy also.

6

Back to Jesus or the Jungle

The do-your-own-thing philosophy in America 15 about
to do us in todav. Our emphasis upon individual freedom
and personal rights has gone from the sublime to t_hr.*
ndiculous. The crime rate is soaring: vandalism and vio-
lence are spivaling: the breakdown of marriage ;ulv:l the
disintegration of the home is staggermg; cOrrupuon in gov-
ernment and the betraval of trust in public office are shame-
ful: and the use and the abuse of drugs, including alcohol,
s shocking. Every kind of evil—including Promiscuous sex-
ual behavior, venereal disease, and abortion—is increasing.

We have come to such a time of moral and spiritual
confusion that many people do not know right from wrong,
They are not even sure that there is such a thing as right
and wrong

Fven our churches have canght this spirit ol the age.
There are many proponents of what has been called “reli-
gion a la carte.” They pick and choose only the part of the
menu that suits their liking: that is, they believe only the
parts of the Bible that thev want o beheve, what fm::ral
standards they want to hear, what part of Christ's mission
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they will support, what form of devotion they will practice,
and what they will belicve about Gaod.

The only absolute that many people recognize is abso-
lute freedom, and we ought to know that absolute freedom
15 absolute nonsense. We are so constituted that we need
authonty in every area of life. In society, we need govern-
ment. In the home, we need parents. And in the moral and
spiritual realm, we need God. Ultimately, all authority
stems from Him. Right is right because God said so. Wrong
is wrong because God said so,

God has ordained government (Rom. 13:1), God tells us
to honor our fathers and mothers (Ex, 20:12). God is our
final authority in all moral and spiritual matters.

The reason we are suffering such moral, spiritual, and
social decay in our country 1s that we have cut ourselves ofl
from God. As a flower cut from its roots will soon wither
and die, so we are a cut-flower civilization. You can't have
fruit without roots. It we want the fruit of law and order in
society, truth and honesty in government, security and sta-
bility in the home, we must return to the roots of our faith
and trust in God.

A final court of appeal for settling all moral and spiriwal
questions is necessary to avoid hopeless confusion. If there
15 no authority in hie, we must cach decide ourselves, each
for oneself, what is right and what is wrong. As finite be-
ings, we must act as if we were infinite; since that is impos-
sible, we are driven into complete insecurity, anxiety. and
despair.

Ulumately, the supreme authority for our lives is the

person of Jesus Christ, speaking through the infallible

record of God's inspired revelation. We must recogmize,
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acknowledge, and accept the authority of Jesus Christ over
our lives if we want to bring order out of chaos.

Those who are spiritually perceptive always recognize
Jesus’ unique authonty. Luke tells us about one such man.
He was a Roman centurion who had a servant who was near
death. Feeling himself unworthy 1o approach Jesus person-
ally, he sent a delegation o ask Jesus to heal his servant,
Jesus responded by going 1o the man's house. When the
centurion saw Jesus conung from a distance. he sent anoth-
er delegation o tell Him that he did not feel worthy of
Jesus’ coming under his roof. He el that all Jesus needed
1o do was to speak a word and hus servant would be healed
(Luke 7:1-10). That man had a marvelous understanding of
the truth. He believed that Christ had complete and unlim-
tted authority. He said in essence, “Lord, You don’t have
1o come to my house, You can heal my servant long dis-
tance.’’

Then he said, “For indeed, | am a man under authority,
with soldiers under me; and [ say 1o ane, *Go!” and he goes;
and to another, "Come!' and he comes; and 1o my slave,
‘Do this!" and he does it (v. 8). The cenmurion recognized
that just as he had authonty vested i him by Rome, so
Jesus had authonty vested in Him by God. He needed only
to speak and things would be done.

Since Jesus is vested with the authonty of God, He has
the nght to tell us what to believe and how to live today.
He has the right 1o direct our lives and our churches. He
15 the supreme authonty for all creanion. Since Jesus has the
aitthority of heaven, obedience to Him 15 not optional but
abligatory. The authority of Jesus is a challenge to all of us




&2 Jewsus [y for Nowl

today 1o bow before Him as Lord and o follow Him with-
oul reservation.

While the authority of Jesus is complete. there are three
areas of life in particular where the authority of [esus needs
1o be recogmzed. Jesus has authonty o correct. authority
to ¢leanse, and the authority o command.,

The Authority to Correct

In every area ol hfe, the secular as well as the spiritual.
we need and must have an authonty 1o avord endless confu-
S0,

Greenwich mean nme is the international umiversal time
standard. By i, all clocks are ulumarely set. Can you imag-
me what would happen il suddenly Moscow mmsisted that
their central clock was standard? Then London would pro-
test and say Big Ben was the irreducible right time, and
Amenica would probably go by the wristwatch of the presi-
dent of the United States. Without a standard there would
be international pandemonium. The world must agree on
one single, nondebatable fixed reference point tor time-
keeping. .

In similar [ashion, ships at sea in the northern hemi-
sphere have their nondebatable point of reference: the
North Star. And musicians worldwide always come back 10
concert A as their agreed upon standard. Concert A is al-
ways 440 vibrations per second. Can you imagine the dis-
harmony in music if there were no international standards?

Just so, in matters of faith and practice. we must also have
an authority. We have that authority in Jesus Chnist

By virtue of who He is, Jesus and His teachings are au-
thortative for our lives today. God has not lefi us to grope

Back to Jesus or the Jungle 63

m a moral and spirtual tog not knowing what 1o believe or
how o live, He has not set us adnlt on uncharted seas
without a compass. He has given us the sure word of His
Son to gnde us m these matters. His teachings are fixed
constellanons by which we mayv eternally guide our lives.

When Jesus taught during His ¢arthly ministry, He didn’t
talk as if He had simply read the book; He talked as if He
had wrntten it, In the Sermon on the Mount, He said repeat-
edly, "You have heard that it was said L. . But | say 1o vou

He didn't preface His teaching with “'thus saith the Lord™
as the prophets did. And He didn't tootnote His sermons
with quotations from ancient scholars as the scribes and
Pharisees did, He relied on no external eredennals, Thus
He made His words equal in authority to God's law.

Today, we must return to Jesus’ teachings as the authorni-
ty for our lives. It's either back to Jesus or back 1o the
jungle. If we don’t return to Jesus and instead continue on
our present course of moral and spiritual dechine, we will
soon have 1o change our national symbol from an eagle 1o
a voliure,

The Authority to Cleanse

Nat only did Jesus teach with authority but He also acted
with authority. During the last week of Jesus’ hife, He made
His triumphal entry into the ity of Jerusalem. There He
allowed the people to acclaim Him as God's anointed: the
Messiah. When He went to the Temple, He saw that it had
been diverted from God's original purpose. Instead of
being a place of prayer, it had become a place of merchan-
thsing.
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every penny they could get out of them. The result was that
the Temple grounds had become a place of buying and
selling, bickering and dickering, bargaining and arguing
with so much noise and contusion that the person who
genuinely wanted to meet God would find it almost impos-
sible 1o do so. When Jesus saw these abuses, He was an-
gered; and in disgust. He tumed over the moneychangers’
1ables and drove those who sold anmmals out of the Temple.
He cleansed the Temple to restore God's house (o its ongi-
nal purpose.

The religious leaders of that day wanted o know by what
right Jesus did what He did. He told them through ques-
hons and parables that His authority came from the same
place as that of John the Baptist—heaven (Matt. 21:23-27).

As John was from God. so Jesus was from God. As Juhn's
voice was God's voice. so Jesus' voice was God's voice.
Their authority came [rom the same source.

Jesus had a right to do what He did. He had a right 10
establish the purpose of God's house and to remove any-
thing that perverted that purpose. Jesus s not only the
Lord of the individual, He 1s also the Lord of the church.
People, councils, committees, and boards may think that
the church is theirs to control, but unless Christ’s authonty
is recognized in the church, God's will never be realized
through the church.

What is the purpose of God's house? Is it just 3 place
where rehgious hucksters preside over the baptism of ba-
bies, perform weddings, and conduct funerals? Is 1t as
somehody has said, just a “hatching. matching, and dis-
patching society”? Jesus tells us the church’s purpose. He
sared, “'I1 s wntten, My house shall be called a house of

The Temple was the focal point ol worship and symbal-
ized the whole Jewish religious system. The fact that it was
bemg grossly misused indicated the perversion ol the
whole religious establishment of that day. There were two
things that parucularly distressed Jesus.

First, there was the business of moneychanging. Every
Jew had to pay a Temple tax of one-half shekel near the
Passover time. For general purposes, all kinds ol currency
were equally valid in Palesune. But this 1ax had 1o be pad
in a special coin of high grade silver. The function of the
monecychangers was to change the unsuitable currency into
the correct currency. The problem was that they charged
an exorbatant rate to make the exchange, the equivalent of
one fourth to one half day’s pay for a working man. This
whole thing lent itself to abuse and explonanon of the
people who had come to worship, and no doubt the money-
changers made a large proft.

The selling of animals for sacrifices was worse. For most
visitors to the Temple. some kind of offering was necessary.,
One of the most common ofterings was doves. It was casy |
enough to find ammals for sacrifice owside the Temple,
But anv animal olfered in sacrifice had 1o be wathout blem-
ish. Officials mspected the animals, and most likely they
would reject any ammal bought outside the Temple and |
would direct the worshiper 1o the Temple swualls and
hooths. The problem was that prices inside were almaost
double that of ouside prices. This was an abuse. Some of
the stalls were even owned by the ligh pnest. So, the Tem-
ple became 4 place ol irading and explonation of the poor
and the humble pilgrims.

Thus the religious leaders squeezed the worshipers for
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prayer.’ " Jesus' intent is that the church be a place where
people can meet God.

John Claypool tells that several years ago he was driving
through North Carolina and came upon a Jovely little coun-
try church nestled in a cove. The sign out front read,
“"Mount Carmel Bapust Church, founded—1796." And un-
derneath were the words ““Where men meet God. ™

I submut to you that this is what the church ought to
be—a place where God and people meet 1ogether. This is
what worship is all about—God and people getting togeth-
er.

Worship is always a spiritual experience. It is that experi-
ence that quickens the conscience by the presence of God,
keeps the mind on the truth of God, purges the imagination
with the beauty of God, and opens the heart to the will of
God.

There is nothing quite like walking into a house of God
knowing that He will be there. Whatever distracts or takes
away from meeting God does not belong in the church.

Authority to Command

After the resurrecuon Jesus met with the disciples and
said:

All authomity his been given to Me in heaven and on carth.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 1 commanded TR
and lo, T am with vou alwavs, even Lo the end of the age
(Matt, 28-19-20),

These were the last words of our Commander in chief:

Bock 1o Jasus or the Jungle &7

They represent what ought to be the highest prionty of
every believer's life. There seems always 1o be a running
battle between those who believe in the pnonty ol evange-
lism and those who believe in the prionity of discipleship.
Each tends to emphasize one to the neglect of the other,
But on the authority of Jesus, we are to do both. We are 1o
busy ourselves at making, marking, and matuning disciples
untll He comes agamn.

Charles Schulz, the creator of the comic stnip Peanuts, is
4 lay preacher. He deaded some years ago that one of the
greatest ways to convey spiitual truths was through a
comie strip I you are a faithful reader of Peanuts, you know
how the thrust of a spiritual message can suddenly come
breaking through the pages to your heart. One of the comic
strips tells of a hot day in August when Charlie Brown and
his baseball team were playing a most important game.
Everything seemed to be going against them. Nobody hit
the ball. The first ume they took the field Lucy, out in short
center field, saw a pop Hy commg right toward her and just
stood there. The ball fell to the ground not a foor m front
of her.

That was too much for Charhe Brown. He threw his
plove down on the mound, and he walked out past second
base to center held and began to read her the nort act. On
and on he went. He hnally said, "What in the world were
vou domg?"” Lucy had stood with a blank kind of stare on
her lace while Charlie Brown spoke. When he finally
linished, she sid with a very pious voice, "1 was having my
uiet tme,”

The moral of the story is this; there is a time o pray, and
there 1s a time to play ball. There 1s a ime to worship, and
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there 1s a time to work, There 15 a time to seeck God. and
there 1s a time 1o seek people. Jesus commanded us 10 do

bath,

In 1872 Wilbam Carey read the mandate in Mark 16:15.

“Go ye nto all the world. and preach the gospel” (KJV}).
“Lord," he said, “'do vou mean Wilham Carev?”

As he pondered that verse he said, "Yes, Lord, you must

mean Willlam Carey, and 1 will respond. 1 will go and
preach the gospel.”

The Lord not only meant Wilham Carey but also means
you and me. He commands every one of us to go and
preach the gospel

Jesus has the nght, the authority, to tell us what to do.
He tells us this plamnly mn the Great Comnussion. Now we
must either do 1t or be guilty of msubordinaton to our
Commander in chief. The authority of Jesus must either be
absolute or ohsolete, He is either Lord of all, or He is not
Lord av all. If we are as spirmually perceptive as was the
Roman centurion, we will recogmze Jesus’ authority readi-
ly, accept n completely, and submit to 1t joviully. To do so
1s to recognize Jesus as Lord and Master of all of life,

7

Jesus Didn’t Back Away

According 1o heart specialist Dr. George Sheehan, the
weakest among us can participate in athlencs, but only the
Strofgest can survive as speclators. When you are 4 specta-
tor. the wrong things go up and the wrong things come
down, Body weight, blood pressure, heart beat, choles-
terol, and triglycerides go up: vital capacity, oxygen con-
sumphon, flexibility, stamina, and slfc?gq: go dgwn.

Being an onlooker in the arena of Christian living can
Also be risky. The wrong things go up and the wrong things
come down, When vou are a spectator Christian, critiasm,
discouragement, disillusivnment, and boredom go up.
Sensitivity to sin, human need, God's resources, and the
Word of God go down. The most deadly thing that can
happen to our churches today is to fill them with indilferent
and uninvolved members. There are to be no born-agaimn,
blood-hought, heaven-bound. spectators in the army ul
Tesus Christ, Inactivity and uninvolvement are subversives
of the worst sort,

There is an example of the kind of i:wuh*cmen::l' we all
need in the experience ol Jesus' cleansing of the Temple.
At the outset of His public ministry, Jesus went 1o Jerusa-

&9
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lem to observe the Passover. When He arrived at the Tem-
ple, He saw the moneychangers and the selling of the ani-
mals such as I desernibed earlier. The mercenary motive of
these semi-legal blackmailers desecrated the Temple in
Jesus® eves. In addition to their dishonesty, there was so
much haggling, bargaiming, and transacting of business
that one would have a difhicalt nme praving if one wanted
to. Reverence lled the hearts of worshipers who had been
met with injusnce instead ol solemmty. Praver could not
grow out of an emotion ol resentment, and worshipers
could not have a deep sense of God's presence under such
circumstances. The outer courts of the Temple, which were
the only places the Gentiles could enter, had become more
like a stockyard than places of prayer. How could even the

most sincere seekers worship amid such confusion and

deception?

Bemg famihar, these practices became leginmate, No
one thought anything about them unul Jesus felt a Aash of
zeal for the sancuty of His Father's house. Jesus, picking up
some cords ol rope that had been used for cattle and sheep,
plaited a whip and advanced on the whole crowd and drove
them from the place of worship.

Jesus saw the courts, the place where men and women
drew mght unto God, desecrated and could not reman
silent. Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple was a bold and daring
act of deep significance for several reasons,

First, by it He was declaring Himself to be the Messiah
predicted in the Old Testament (Mal. 3:3).

Second, it showed what an amazing man Jesus was. To.
separate a group of schemers from their spoils and do it
alone shows what a forceful spirit and dynamic personality

Jesus Didn't Bock Awaoy m

Jesus had, But most of all it revealed his burning en-

thusiasm, That was what impressed His disciples most. A
first they were shocked at this l‘f‘-’DlliI.'IOIIBI.':}" onslaught
against the ecclesiastical status quo. Never belore had they
seen Jesus in this vigorous role. Such strenuous acts by
Jesus needed justification and explanation. He hald dared to
challenge the most sacred institution in Jewish life. Out of
4 burning passion for the true purpose of the Temple, He
had taken a bold and revolutionary step. Jesus' disciples
were driven to the Scriptures for an explanation. They
remembered that 11 was written of the Messiah: “Zeal for
I'hy house has consumed me™ (Ps. 69:9). The word consume
means “to devour, to burn hot within,” The psalmist saw
the Messiah as having a concern, a zeal for God's work that
would motivate Him to action, It would not allow Him to
stand idly by and see injustice and wrong taking place. He
would be compelled to act. That's what Jesus' disciples saw
i Him that day as He cleansed the Temple. The en-
thusiasm that Jesus showed is a challenge to us today. It s
the kind of enthusiasm that ought to characterize all of
Gaod's people.

The idea of enthusiasm scares some Christians. They
pride themselves in being cool, stoical, and unem_mimml.
They associate enthusiasm with wild-eyed fanatics. En-
thusiasm, however, is not a shallow emouon; it 1s a deep
commitment that causes us to be willing to getinvolved, to
act, to risk for the cause we believe .

The greatest danger we face as Christians is not that we
shall become fanatical. but that we will become lukewarm,
insipid, and indifferent. The danger s that we shall be




T2 Jesus Is far Now!

content to be spectators instead of parnapants. We will not
care enough o get involved.

Involvement is risky. When Jesus cleansed the Temple,
it cost Him His popularity immediately and 1t cost Him His
life later on, But He was so deeply committed to God and
God's will that He could not see what was going on, stand
idly by, and not get involved.

Those of us who are commutted 1o Jesus Chnist ought to
be the most invelved, enthusiaste, committed, and excited
peaple on earth. If we want God's work to go forward in
a great way, we must be enthusiastic about it. We must have
enough burning zeal to get involved, 10 nsk, to take the
offensive.

Our zeal for God and His work ought to point in four
directions. It ought 1o lead us 1o do four important and
meamngful things: to attend the church, to commend the
church, ta extend the church, and to defend the church.

Attend the Church

This whole experience happened while Jesus was i the
place of warship. Jesus, you know, made a halnt of auend-
ing worship regularly, and we should also develop that
habit in our lives. The Seriptures admeonish us not 1w ne-
glect meeting together as the people ol God for regular
worship (Heb, 10:25).

Why do we need to attend church? There are four good
reasons. We go to church for education—to be taught, ta
learn; we go to church for inspiraion—to be motivated; we
go to church for association—to make Christian {riends;
and we go o church for caoperation—to do together lor
God those things which we cannot do by ourselves,
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Every Chrisuan ought to work for God individually. We
ought to do what we can lor Christ by ourselves, But there
are some things we can only do together as a group. For
example. we can evangelize our own neighborhoods by
ourselves, but we cannot evangelize the world by ourselves,
We Christians have a responsibility to do both, So we band
ourselves together in churches to carry out the Great Com-
mission of our Savior.

With many people, church attendance s largely a matter
of habit, but so are many other matters in our lives, (4
course, | hope our readers attend church out of a higher
motive—commitment to Christ. Bad habus regarding
health care are dangerous. The same goes for our faith, We
do niot break church membership vows: they break us! The
faithful readily exclaim, "1 was glad when they said unto
me, 'Let us go into the house of the Lord™ ™ (Ps, 122:1).

Commend the Church

Ry the lives we live, by the words we speak, by the mins-
iry we render, we are contmually commending or con-
demning the church of Jesus Christ w other people.

The rhurch today has many critics, Some continually
accuse it of being filled with hvpocntes, But we are under
nollusions about ourselves, We make no false claims as 1o
what we are. We are not perfect: we are only fargiven.
However, as we seek 1o follow the Savior, we must, by the
lives we live and the deeds that we do as well as the words
that we speak. commend Him 1o a lost and dying world.

Inn his autobiography, the Duke of Windsor told of his
early life as the Prince of Wales and his renunication of the
throne of England. He said that his father, the king, often
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remonstrated him with, " Remember vour posinon and who
vou are.” In other words, his behavior was to be consistent
with his identity as the child of the king. The same should
be true of us. Llovd Perry savs that the world has become
so “churchy’ and the church has become so worldly that
one can scarcely tell the difference between the two. We
cannot commend the church to others unless we live the
gospel that we claim to preach.

Extend the Church

It 15 no acadent that this inadent we are talking about
took place in the court of the Gentiles. There were lour
courts for worshup in the Temple. The central place ol the
Temple included the holy place and the holy ol holies.
Surrounding the holy place and the holy of holies was the
court of the priests, where only the pniests worshiped. No
one else was allowed mside that court. Outside the court of
the priests was the court of the Israclites where the men of
Israel worshiped. No woman was allowed inside that court,
Beyvond the court of the Israelites and surrounding it was
the court of women where Jewish women went to worshap.
Beyond that was the outer court of the Temple, the court
of the Gentiles where non-Jews, people from foreign na-
tions, could worship. In this area reserved for a response
to God by other races, trade had usurped the place of
worship and business had been substituted {or worldwide
compassion, Such behavior showed the state of the heart of
the Jewish people.

They had torgotien that their true mission on earth was
to be a nation of priests for the whole world, They had
become proud, nationalistic, and exclusive, They thought

only of themselves and of the ease and comfort of their own
worship. Gentiles! What do Gentiles matter? Certainly use
their court and desecrale it. This was the supreme indignity
to the heart of Jesus, so He swept out the whole unholy
traffic. If they were going to continue to make the house of
God a privileged sanctuary of nationalistic exclusiveness
instead of an open center for worldwide evangelism, they
deserved the judgment of God upon them. And that's what
they got. Jesus intended that God's work be extended to all
people evervwhere.

The house of God must ever and always be open to all
people for whom Chnst ched. We ask no one: What educa-
tion do vou have? How much money do you haver What
position do you hold? What profession are you in? We
vite little children to come and grow. We invite the uned-
ucated 10 come and learn. We invite the weak 1o come and
be strengthened, and we invite the lost 1o come and be
saved.

Where else in the world is there such an organization as
the church? There are those who say, Let the rich come,
There are others who say, Let the prolessionals come. And
there ave still others who say, Let the educated come. But
where else are people told: Whosoever thirsts, let him
come and drink of the water of life freely?

The church is to work and labor to extend the kingdom
of God to all people everywhere.

Defend the Church

The burning passion of Jesus was 1o defend God’s house
against perversion. It was to keep the Temple for God's
intended purpose—a place of worship for all nations. Sig-
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nificantly the only time Chnst ever used force in His minis-
try was not to drive sinful people to the Temple but to drive
profane people out of i,

We must ever give ourselves to defending the church of
God against creeping perversion and keep it at God's in-
tended purpose. Someone has said that erosion is not as
fast as explosion but that the end results are just as devasta-
ting. It 1s easy to neglect the house of God unul its ongmal
purpose 18 eroded and people are no longer meeting God
there. We tend to drift, almost imperceptibly, from the
course God has drawn out lor us. History s littered with
denominations that have ceased to preach and teach the
Bible and now are on the dust heap of ime. They are no
longer vital forces for God, The same thing can happen 1o
us,

So let the church stay always at its intended task. Let the
church be more than a mausoleum tor the hiving dead. Let
the church be more than 4 nursery lor averfed and over-
pampered spimtual infants. Let the church be more than an
insurance agency for the spimally desperate. Let the
church be more than a country club catenng o the spintu-
ally elite. Let it always be a pillar, not a pillow, of truth
where people can meet God and know Him vitally, We
musl always be at the task of detending the church as Jesus
did.

We must ever be on guard against the frostbite of indifs
terence, The world does not need 1o have a monopoly on
enthusiasm, Unless we Chnstians care enough to get -
volved, to nisk, to act, we will never make a mark for God.
Jesus was enthusiastic, and His attitude should challenge us
to be enthusiastic also,

8

Jesus Loves Me, This |
Know

Several years ago Karl Barth, the world-renowned
thealogian, mace his first visit to the LlnilewEJ States. Follow-
ing his speech n the chapel at Union Seminary, Barth met
with a group of students and faculty members for an mfor-
mal dialogue. During the discussion one of the students
asked. *'Dr. Barth, vou have spent your lifeume studyng
and teaching the Bible, and you know many IJ'jill'Ig.':':. Can you
sum up vour vast theological findings for us in just a few
sentences? Can you in a few words share with us what vou
believe to be the heart of the Christian faith?”

Barth, who at that time was an old man, settled back n
his chair, lit his pipe, and for a moment disappeared i a
cloud of smoke like Moses on Mount Sinai. When the
smoke cleared, Barth said, “*Yes, | think T can sum up what
I believe mn a few short sentences,”

Then he answered the astonished voung siudents in
words familiar to most preschool children, "It is this: Jesus
loves me! This 1 know, For the Bible tells me so.” 1

That is the greatest truth of the Bible and the heart ol
what we believe as Christians. This truth is majestically set
[orth for us in Jesus lament over the aity of Jerusalem when

T




78 Jasus Is for Now!

He said, "0, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent o her! How often I wanted
to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling™ (Maut,
23:37).

The occasion for this statement was Jesus’ last public
appearance before His crucifixion. Jesus had offered Him-
self to Jerusalem and 1o the whole Jewish nation as their
Messiah-King again and again. By miracles, by fulfilled
prophecy, and by His preaching. He had declared Himself
to be God's anointed Son, Salvation had been procliimed
to Jerusalem, but Jerusalem had refused the grace offered.

In rejecung God's Son, they were rejecting God Himself.
Because of their rejection, God would withdraw His pres-
ence from the city and its Temple, leaving them desolate,
empty, and alone. The result would be the total destruction
of the Temple, Jerusalem, and nearly the whole Jewish
nation.

Jesus could see all of this coming and knew that it could
be averted if they would but recognize, acclaim, and follow
Him as their Savior and King.

But they would not accept Him, so judgment was inevita-
ble, There is no note of glee in what Jesus predicted. In
deepest sorrow. He announced the impending judgment.
This was a scene of sobs and tears. Heartbreak runs
through everv word as Jesus lamented over the city of
Jerusalem. Note the beautiful analogy that He used to de-
scribe what He desired 1o do for His city and for the whole
world. He said, “How often | wanted 1o gather vour chil-
dren together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings' (Mauw, 25:37),

Jesus Loves Me, This | Know i)

If you are familiar with farm lite, you know that a mother
hen uses her wings to shelter and protect her brood. Let
the mght fall, let the wind begin 1o blow, let some danger
threaten and the little ones rush msunctively to their moth-
er's side, and she stretches out her wings and pulls them up
close to her for safety. This is a picture ol what Jesus
desived 1o do with Jerusalem. He longed to reach out and
put His arms as sheltering wings around her and draw her
tor Himsell for safety and salvauon.

This analogy presents the dominant message of the
whole Bible—the grace of God and the compassion ol
Christ, Follow Jesus through all of His ministry and you will
see Him reaching out again and again to draw all ages, all
classes, all races of people unto Himsell.

Three particular groups ol people were and are still the
objects ol Jesus’ affection, They are the smallest child, the
biggest sinners, and His worst enemies. These three
groups reveal to us the depth and the breadth ol His great

love.

Little Children

First, Jesus loves the smallest child. In the New Testa-
ment world, little children were considered of little impor-
tance. They cerlainly were not important enough to bother
a teacher as great and as busy as Jesus. Therefore, wl-_mn
mothers began 1o bring their litde ones to Jesus, desinng
that He touch and bless them, the disciples intervened to
prevent the children from coming. The disciples did not
think that Jesus had time for such mwsignificant things.

When Jesus learned of this, He was angered and sad to
His disciples, “Let the children alone, and do not hinder
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them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven be-
longs to such as these” (Matt. 19:14).

Jesus not only welcomed these children but also used
them as models of the kind of faith and trust necessary for
anyone to enter into the kingdom of God. We are always
wanting children 1o come to Jesus like adults. He wants
adults to come to Him as hitde children.

Little children, the weakest among us, were then and are
still the objects of our Lord’s love.

As a mother hen stretches out her wings to draw her little
ones unto herself, so our Savior reaches out 1o draw the
little ones unto Himsell, They are the objects of His love
not only because they are made in God’s hkeness and
image but also because they have their whole hves ahead
of them. I the little ones can be bronght to Jesus, He not
only can save their souls He can save thewr lives as well.

When D. L. Moody, the great evangehst, returned home
from one of his revivals, a group of his men met him ar the
train. They asked, “Ihd you have a good revival meeung?™
“No, not very good,” replicd Mr. Moody, “Were there
many saved?” one of them asked. “No, only three and a
halt.” Mr. Moody replicd. Do you mean three grown men
and one htle child?” one of them asked. “No, three hule
children and one grown man,”” was Mr, Moody's reply.
“The man's life was hall over.”

When chuldren come to Jesus, their whole lives are out
ahead of them; and Christ can save children from many
wasted years., As evangehst Gypsy Smith put 1it, "You save
an old man and you save a unit; bt save a boy and you save
a multplication table.”

How old must a child be before he or she can be saved?
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There can be no set age. ol course, because not all children
reach the age of understanding and moral and spiritual
accountability at the same time. But a child can expenience
genuine salvation when he or she reaches the level of
maturity at which he or she recognizes personal sin and
comes to Christ under the convicing power of the Holy
Spiril.

And when that time comes, children can and should be
brought to Jesus. Parents, teach your children early about
Christ, for they begin early to sin,

We sometimes sing in our church:

Jesus loves the livle children.
All the children of the world;
Red and vellow, black and white,
They are preacus in His sight.
Jesus loves the litde children of the world

This is not only a beautiful song but 1s also a great truth:
Jesus does love children, and He longs 1o see them brought
1o Him for salvation,

Big Sinners

Jesus not only loves the smallest child but also the big-
gest sinner. One of the criticisms most often made of j_csu.t:
by the religious leaders of His day was: ““This man receiveth
sinners, and eateth with them” (Luke 15:2, K[V}, The word
“receiveth’” literally means “welcomes."” Jesus opened wide
the doors of His life and welcomed sinners in as His
{riends. Like a mother hen, He reached out and sought to

draw them unto Himself,
Tax collectors like Matthew and Zaccheus, who were
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hated and despised by their own people, found a friend in
Jesus. Zaccheus was a Jewish “Uncle Tom." He was a son
of Abraham who became a trantor 1o his own people and
went to work for Rome as a tax collector, Zaccheus was a
little man who had big problems. He had an identity prob-
lem, a value problem, a moral problem, and a sin problem.
But in Jesus he found a friend who accepted him, saved
him, and transformed him into & new man.

Prostitutes hke Mary Magdalene and the woman at the
well of Samana found a frnend in Jesus also, The woman at
Samaria had been married and divorced so many mes that
she no longer bothered with wedding ceremaonies, She just
took up living with her latest lover. Instead ol condeming
her, as everyone else did and as she did herself, Jesus loved
her and thus transformed her into a laming evangehst.

Jesus never condemned anyone whom society had al-
readv condemned. Jesus condemned “obvious™ goodness
more than He did "obwvious" badness. He did not come 10
tell people how bad they were. He came to tell them how
great God is, In loving them and accepting them, Jesus was
able 10 transtorm them.

We make a great mistake if we think the mercey of God is
not extended to those who need it the most. The Bible
declares. “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were yet smners, Chnist died for us” (Rom.
5:8). God did not love us in our nghteousness or m our
purity or in our innocence. He loved us when we hated
Him, ignored Him, and rejected Him, Even the biggest of
sinners is the object of God's love and Chnst’s compassion.

This means that vou may have desecrated God's dav, but
still He loves you, You may have blasphemed His name, but
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still He loves vou, You may have scoffed at His word, but
still He loves you. You may have stolen His money, but still
He loves vou, You may have broken every one of His laws,
but still He loves you.

So what was intended as a jibe by His critics has become
Christ's crowning glory. He does welcome sinners as His
friends. Jesus defended His acceptance of an assocation
with sinners by saying, "Ttis not those who are healthy who
need a physician, but those who are sick” (Mark 2:17). Well
people do not need a doctor. Healthy people do not need
2 hospital. The sick need a physician, and sinners nced the
Savior. Jesus said, 1 have come for those who need me the
most.”’ o

Hugh Redwood tells of a woman in the dock district n
London who came to a church women's meeting. She had
heen living with a Chinese man; by him she had had a b:fby.
and she brought the baby with her, She liked the meeting,
and she came back and back again, One day the vicar came
tor her. 1 mus! ask you.”" he said, “not Lo come to this
meeting again.” The woman looked at him questioningly.
“The other women,” said the vicar, “'say that they will stop
coming if you continue to come.” She looked at him '.-'."!lh
a poignant wistfulness. “Sir.” she said, “T know I'm a sin-
ner, but 1sn't there anywhere a sinner can go?" Fortunately,
the Salvation Army found that woman, and she was re-
claimed for Christ. .

But her question still haunts us, Where can smners go?
Let me tell you where they can go. They can go to heaven.
Jesus loves them and will receive them. and He_h;m gone
to prepare a place for them (John 14:] -6). There s nothing
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that we can do to keep God from loving us and reaching out
I LS,

So Jesus not only loves httle children but also loves big
SINEers.

His Greatest Enemies

Perhaps the most amazing thing about God's love is that
not only does He love the smallest child and the biggest
sinner but He also loves His worst enemies. The very same
people over whom He wept would soon be screanung,
"Crucify Him! Crucify Him!" Jerusalem had stoned the
prophets and had killed God's servants who had been sent
1o her by God: now she was rejecting God's own Son. The
religious leaders are rejecung Jesus as God's incarnate in
favor of the outward trappings of religion m which they had
a vested interest, This 1s always the greatest danger of
institutional religion. But in spite of their rejection and in
spite of their demand for His crucifixion still, Jesus wept
over them and longed to save them.

This scene depicts the breaking heart of God—even for
those who spurn His love and will kill His Son. That's
contrary ta the kind ol love most of us have. As long as
people love us, we love them. As long as they speak well o
us, we speak well of them. But bevond that, we show very
little love or compassion. But God loves even those who
reject Him and those who will crualfy Jesus.

While in Hitler's prison, Marun Niemoller wrote: “'It
took me a long time to learn that God was not the enemy
of mv enemies. He 1s not even the enemy of His enemies:™
He 1s a God of love, and that love extends to those wh
oppose Him and hate Him the most,

Jesus Loves Me, This | Know L3

God's love is unending and inexhaustble. In spite of our
sin, i spite of our cruelty, in spite of our rejection, in spite
of our unhelief, snll He loves us.

Mike Burger, a newspaper columnist, wrote about a hittle
boy who had a prece of chalk and who drew a valentine
heart on the wall of the New York Cuy library. Inside the
chalked heart, he scrawled a delightful message “Billy
Meyer loves evervbody.” If yvou will read the Bible with
receptive eves, vou will see inscribed throughout its pages
this message: "God loves evervbody,™

The psalmist spoke of the eternal and exhaustible love of
God when he wrote, “When my father and mv mother
forsake me, then the Lord will take me up™ (Ps. 27:10,
KJV). The word tahe means “to gather,” It is the same
picture that we have here of Jesus longing to gather us unto
Himsell as a hen gathers her chickens unto herself.

Who are the last people on earth who would forsake us?
Aren’t they our own mothers and fathers? When no one
else believes in us, trusts us, cares about us, or will help us,
we can always count on them. But the Scriptures say that
even when they let us down, God won't. There 15 one who
loves us more than our own parents love us.

If that i1s true, we can safely say that if our husbands or
our wives divorce us, the Lord will take us up, If the police
arrest us, the Lord will take us up. If our bosses tire us, the
Lord will take us up, If a jury convicts us, the Lord will take
us up. If friends betray us, the Lord will take us up. If the
Judge sentences us, the Lord will take us up. Even il our
mothers and fathers let us down. the Lord will take us up.
There is nothing we can ever do o keep Him [rom loving
us and reaching out 1o us.



BA Jesus Is For Nowl

The love of Jesus will not be silent, Though judgment 1s
coming, He keeps saying, "How often would 1 . . | and ye
would not™ (KJV). That is the very heart of sin: the human
will set againsi the will of God. Jesus would soon face death,
but He assured His hearers that His death was not the end.
He will come again in glory at the end of the age, and His

coming will echo the acclamation of the crowds at His tri-
umphal entry, “"Blessed 1s He who comes in the name of the |

Lord™™ (Maitr. 21:9),
He came the first ume in His humility; He will return in

glory. He came the hrst time to be crowned with thorns; He
will come again 1o be crowned with the roval diadem. He

came the first time to be cruahed; He will return 1o be
glonfied.

Jerusalem will see her rejected King again when He
comes in glory. Then on that day. all will acclaim Him as

the One sent by the Lord and the One who loves all the

world.

The late President Lyndon B, Johnson had inscribed on
the doormat of s ranch home in Texas these words: “All
the world 1s welcome here,” 1 do not know that there will
be doormats i heaven. But if there are, I feel confident that

the words inscribed on them will be the same; “All the

world 15 welcome here.” That is the very heart of God's
message to us through Christ today,

9

The Urgency of Now

One of the most misunderstood statements Jesus ever
made was. “For the poor you always have with you™ {John
12:8). Those words have been used to justily everything
from the complete neglect of the poor to the extravagant
and wasteful spending on ourselves of everything we have.
But they were never intended 1o suggest a lack ol benevo-
lence or the extravagant and selfish use of our resources,
They were intended, however, to teach us an important
truth about hfe. _ .

The occasion for this statement was a banquet given in
honor of Jesus. The reason for the feast was to celebrate
the raising of Lazarus from the dead.

The supper was held in the home of Simon the leper who
had been cured by Jesus. Apparently, he was a relauve or
a close friend of Lazarus's family because Martha served
the meal and Mary was present also.

This was one of those happy occasions that Jesus was so
often a part of. It 1s interesting an rem_arkablu how often
Jesus was invited out by people during His earthly ministry;
and it is more amazing that He went, especially since He
knew the motives hehind many of the invitations.

a7
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Apparently, Jesus loved warm, informal gatherings, fam-
ily dinners, and lavish wedding feasts. He savored the satis-
fying late-might conversatons that sort out the day and
distil the experiences into wisdom,

At those ancient suppers, people did not sit in chairs at
tables as we do. They reclined on the floor, leaning on one
clbow with their feet stretched out behind them. While
Jesus was so reclined, Mary did a most remarkable thing.
She took a pint of very expensive imported ointment and
began to anoint the leet of Jesus with it and then 1o wipe
Has feet with her long, Howing hair

[0 all probability, 1t was a spontaneous expression of love
and devotion to Jesus, 1t is Likely that as Mary reclined at
the feast and looked at her brother Lazarus, such joy and
gratitude welled up m her heart for Jesus that she took the
most precious thing she owned and gave it 1o Jesus. It was
a spontanecus and generous expression of love, It was not
tor show or recognition but out of sicere gratitude. Lt was
an act of worship in which she acknowledged Jesus as Lord,

All of this incensed Judas. He was angered and affended
at Mary and at Jesus for what appeared to lum to have been
a great waste, Judas calculated the value of this cmument at
three hundred pence. A pence was a day's wage for a labor-
er. So the pint of omtment was valued at a vear’s salary for
a laborer. It was quite an expensive item, and Judas sug-
gested that 1t could have been sold and the money given to
the poor,

But don’t be fooled by Judas's apparent concern lor the
paar, It was just a cover-up Lor his greed, covetousness, and
dishonesty, Luke tells us that Judas was the treasurer of the
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apostles and that he was a thief. He was accustomed to
pilfering from the moneybag, .

If Mary had sold the ointment and put the money in the
bag, it would have given him a chance to take some ::)i‘ it for
himself. That's all he was thinking of. But he disguised lus
greed as concern for the poor. . .

That was the character of Judas. He was a practical-mind-
ed man with an eye for bucks. As the country song says,
“He didn't even take time to smell the roses.”” He was the
type who would sell ‘em but never smell "em.

Judas was the kind of man who knew the cost of every-
thing and the value of nothing. Since Jesus is the Son of
God, how could giving Him one's highest and best ever be
a4 waste? The descendants of Judas are sull with us, They
speak out in opposition of anything beyond the bare neces-
sities that is spent on Christ and His cause. In the name of
conservatism, they cover up their own greed and selfish-
ness, They just want to keep it all for themselves,

Jesus defended Mary by saying that she had been saving
the oil for the day of His burial (John 12:7). Whether Mary
knew it or not, we cannot be sure, but Jesus saw her act as
anticipation of and a preparation for His death. He had a
clear vision of the cross, What Mary did was m anuapation
of and preparation for His coming cructfixion. Thus, Jesus
lent His approval to this extravagant act and became party
to it. Judas saw it as a waste, but Jesus sawat as an act of
worship and approved.

At this point, Jesus said to Judas, “For the poor you
always have with you; but you do not always I1z!ve Me’
{John 12:8). Jesus was saying, “'To help the poor 1s some-
thing that can be done at anytime, for they will alwavs be
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around. But I will not always be around. The opportuniy
to express the kind of love Mary has expressed to me will
soon be past.”

In no way does this statement suggest that we should
neglect the poor. The poor need to be fed. To help them
is our duty. But it is not our only duty. We are also to
worship Christ, 1o honor Christ, and to love Christ. It 1s not
a matter of either/or; we should do both. The fact is that
those who love Chnist the most will also do the most for the
poor, Canng for the poor 15 not optional. We are stewards
of what we have, not owners, But the Lord is to be honored
too, He is worthy of our lighest and our best.

The primary teaching here is that some things must be
done while the opportunity is here. Some things can be
done at almost any time. Other things, however, can be
done only when the opportunity presents itself. The oppor-
tunity to express the kind of love that Mary felt would soon
be past. But the opportunity to help the poor would always
be present because they would always be present.

So, while Judas complmmed about wasted money, Jesus
cautioned about wasted opportunities. That's the real
waste of life. Wasted monev can be reearned, but wasted
time and wasted opportumties can pever be reclaimed.

The extravagance approved ol by Jesus is a challenge 1o
us today to keep our prionues straight and to be keenly
aware of time. It rermunds us Lo seize and to squeeze every
nunute for the most that 1s in it

There are some things which we can do almost any time,
and there are some things which we will never do unless we
grasp the chance to do them when the opportunity comes.
We are lrequently seized with the desire (o do something
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which is ine and generous and big hearted. Olten we put
it off; we plan to do it tomorrow: the hne lII‘l[JL"In]SL‘ Is gone,
and the thing is never done. Life is an uncertain thing. To
help the poor was something that could be done anytime.
To show the heart's devotion 1o Jesus had 1o be done
before the cross of Calvary took Him mnto its cruel arms.

S0 the extravagance of Mary and of Jesus teachs us to do
things now. For the chance often never comes again, and
the failure to do them, especially the failure 1o express love.,
brings the biterest remorse _u[' all. _

There are at least three things that must be done while
the apportunity presents itsell. If we delay, the chance to
do them may never come again. The three things we should
do now are: express our love, share onr Lord. and yield our
lives to Chnst.

Express Love Now

Often we are moved to utter some word gf‘ thanks or
praise or love to another person, but we put 1t _uﬂ". It may
be that we or the person we were thinking of will be gone
from the earth suddenly and the word will never be spoken.

There 15 a tragic instance of how a man realized t0o late
the things he had never sad and done. Thomas Carlyle
loved Jane Welch Carlyle, his wife, but he was a cross-
grained, irritable creature; and he never made lite happ:}f
for her. Unexpectedly, she died. A fnend told of Carlyle's
feclings when his wife died:

He was looking through her papers, her notebooks, and

journial, and old scenes came meralessly back 1o him n the
vistas of her mourniul memory. In s long sleepless nights,
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he recogmzed oo late what she had lelt and sulfered under
his childish irmitabilives. His faults rose up in remorseless
Judgment, and as he had thought o Ticde of them betore,
s0 he exaggerated them to himsell in his helpless repen-
tance . .. "Oh!" he said agmn and again, "if | could see her
but ance more, were it but for five minutes, 1o let her know
that 1 always loved her through all of that. She never did
know i, Never."

There 1s a nme for doing and saving thimgs: and when
that ume has passed, they can never be said and they can
never be done. The realm of silence is great enough
beyond the grave. Don't let it extend into the now by
putting off too long the expression of vour love. Perhaps
vou need to say to your wife, your husband, your parents,
or vour children again, "1 love you.” Don't wait until it is
too late. Once the opportunity is gone. it is gone forever.

Several years ago Orvlle E. Kelly learned that he had
lymphocytic lymphoma. a cancer of the lymph glands [or
which there is no established cure. He was given (rom six
months to three years to live.

Like many cancer patients and persons with other life-
threatening diseases, Orville Kelly gave way 1o despair. To
him cancer meant death and death in a hornble manner.
And like most people who are going to die, he went
through identifiable stages of gnef: demal and isolation,
anger, bargaiming for time, depression, and flinally accep-
tance.

At first he spent most of his time alone, not talking to
anyone not even reading or watching T'V. He sat at home
trying to deal with the idea that his children would grow up
without him, that his wife would have to support the family
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without his help. Gloom hung over the household ever
though the word cancer was never mentioned and the chil-
dren had not been told. Silence walled out most natural
expressions of affection, anxiety, and grief. .

Then one day a positive change occurred in Kelly's out-
look. He decided that he didn't have to like death, jl}u[ l?e
didn't need to be terrified by it either. So he told h_m cr!ﬂ-
dren of his illness and started concentrating on hiving in-

ad of dving.

Smln time f]n%llc Kelly [ounded Make Today Cf}untﬂ’-_“l:[‘ﬂ}.
an organization devoted (o improving the quality of life for
the terminally ill and their families during thew remaining
time together. _

MTC has become a nationwide organization and has
helped thousands of Americans with life-threatening 1ll-
nesses reconsider their priorities and choose what matters
most. As a result, some have grown closer to their spouses
and other family members; many have prepared for death
i1 A posilive way. ) )

Deanna Edwards wrote a song for Make Today Count
that expresses the truth which we need to remember:

If 1 had just twenty-four hours for living,
the things that don’t matter
could wait.
I'd play with the children,
hear all of their stories,
I'd tell you 1 love you before it's
ioa late,

Listen! The poor we will have with us always. But we
won't always have our loved ones with us. If we have some-
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fh’f“g to say to them, we'd better say it now. Don't wait until
i 1s too late.

Share a Witness Now

Anather thing we need to do now is 1o share our faith,
I am sometimes called by people who are concerned about
the salvation of friends or relatives who are very, very old
and very, very ill. When they ask if I will go and make sure
ol the person's salvation, I always think, Why didn 't you call
sooner? Why did you weit untid they were so old? So sick? Why did
yoti watl until there 1s afmost no hope? The time 1o bear witness
is now. The time 10 be concerned about the salvation of
loved ones and [riends is today. If we wait too long. we may
be too late, ,

Bishop Phillip Brooks became ill and was so weak he
would not see anvone Robert Ingersol, an agnosuc, heard
Bmoksr was in this grave condition and visited him, 1 do
appreciate your seeing me, Why me when you have denied
your Inends this privilege?”” The bishop looked at him,
tearfully, “"Mr. Ingersol, I know 1 shall see most of my
friends after this life. This may be my last chance 1o talk
with you about your destiny." Those who love Christ must
see how imperative it is to introduce friends to Christ. This
is still our choice and may be their last chance.

Paul urged believers to redeem the time because the days
are evil (Eph. 5:16). The word redeem is a marketplace term
that means “10 buy up" or “to purchase.”" The word fime
means “oppqnyrﬁlirs." Paul was suggesting that we use
every opportumty to its fullest, The only way we can save
time in life is to spend ut well. How you spend your time is
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more important than how you spend your money, Money
nustakes can be corrected, but time s lost forever.

The steamship Californian passed only ten miles from the
sinking 7itante, but a friend of its radio operator was playing
with the set, and no messages were heard. When the “un-
sinkable' steamer struck an iceberg at 11:40 PM, Apnil 15,
1912, 1.517 lives were lost. The §5 Carpatfia was a far
greater distance [rom the sinking Titanie than was the Cali-
forntan, But no one in the wireless room was playing with
the set. The cries of distress were heard, and the 5§ Car-
pathiz arnved in ume 1o save several hundred lives. The
Califormian, only ten miles away, hecame aware of the tragic
loss only after it was too late,

In these days ol erises, we must not be caught playing at
Christianity or playing with the gospel when people are
perishing. We must seize every opportunity to share the
gospel with others, The poor we will have with us always,
but our lost friends and family members will not be here
forever, If we want to win them to Chnst, we had best do

it today,
Make a Decision Now

In March, 1980, with age-old pomp and cermony, Arch-
bishop Robert Alexander Kennedy Runcie M.C, was en-
throned at Canterbury Cathedral as the 102 primate of all
England and head ol the world’s sixty-five milhon Angh-
cans. Shortly thereafter, Reader’s fhgest published a selec-
tion ol the archbishop's favorite pravers. One ol them was
entitled On a Cathedral Clock” by Cannon Henry Twells.
It goes like this:
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When as a child, T laughed and wept,
fune crepl,

When, as a vouth, 1 waxed more bold,
time strolled,

When I became a full:grown man,
Litre .,

When older sill [ daily grew,
time flew.

Soon [ shall ind, in passing on.
nme gorne,

(h, Chnst, will thou have saved me then?

Amen.

The crucial question of tme and eternity s this: When
Christ comes or when we go in death, will we be saved?

C: S. Lewis wrote, “Our future 15 what we are rushing
into at a rate of sixty minutes an hour.” We know that when
a baby is born the birth certificate is a sentence of death,
We live in a world where tme keeps pressing its foot on the
petal and death holds wsell in readiness to jam on the
brake! S0 whatever we intend to do for Chnst we had best
do now. The poor will be here always, but we won't always
be here. We'd better do what we ought to do now while we
can.

There 1s a proverb that says, "Hell 1s floored with good
intentions and roofed with lost opportunities.” Whatever
decision we need to make for Christ, we should make it
now. This may be the only opportunity we have to make it

C. E. Matthews was the first director of evangelism for
Texas Baptists. Once his twelve-year-old daughter came to
him and asked for a pair of white knee socks. They were in
style at the ume, everyone else had a pair, and she felt that
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she must have a pair also. He surveved the needs and his
awn resources and said no to her.

As children often do., she went to her mother and without
telling her what her dad said she asked her for the socks.
Her mother said ves. 1

Just a few weeks after that, Matthews stood beside the
open casket of his lile girl. She had died suddenly. As he
looked at her still, lifeless body, he saw that she had on
those white knee socks. He said, 1 thought, ' gtue every-
thing {'ve got of T had just sad yes to fer that du}'."_

If you have persistently said no to Jesus Chnist, the day
will come when vou stand before Him and you will say in
vour heart, "I'd give everything I've got if 1 had just said
ves 1o Him that day.”

" Another time and another place—that’s Satan’s motto.
But God says, Here and now. That's the challenge of
Christ’s extravagance, Decide for Christ today.
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The Interruptions of Life

Al of my life 1 have been complaining about interrup-
tons to my work,” wrote a professor. “Now as I look back
I have discovered that my nterruptions have been nw
work." ‘

In a day when most of us are pressed by more demands
that_‘n we can meet, we must learn to use the mrerruptions
of life as well as the appointments of life for the glory of
(“rﬂd and the good of others. Unless we do. we will live
trustrated and ineffective lives.

:]t:s_u_s I8 our example in how we are to do this. He lived
His life on the ught timetable of God's will. Yet He was
never too busy to help the needy. In fact, His sermons, His
meals, His prayers, and even His rest were often interrupt-
ed by a barrage of questions, complaints, and requests lor
help.

1 No matter whart the arcumstances, Jesus was always gra-
cious and accommodating. He was never irritated by nter-
ruptions. He looked upon them as opportunities to
minister.

) One example of how Jesus did this is in dealing with the
Syrophoenician woman. Jesus had traveled into the region
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of Tyre and Sidon for some much needed seclusion and
rest, But His fame was so wadespread that He could not be
hidden,

While He was restung in the home of a Inend, a woman
whose daughter was possessed by a demon came to Him for
help. She was a Greek and a pagan by religion. By national-
ity she was a Phoenician of Syria. She lell at Jesus’ feet and
pleaded with Him to cast the demon out of her daughter.

Jesus responded, “Let the children first be filled: for it 1s
not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the
dogs" (Mark 7:27, K]V). In this statement Jesus interpreted
His mimistry. He had come first to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. His ministry was primarily to the Jews so
they nmught in turn fulhll their mission of becommg a bless-
mg to all natons through a worldwide proclamauon of the
gospel.

In this response, Jesus emploved a common analogy
from the catng pracuces of His dav. In the first century
world, people ate with their hngers. Knives and forks were
not commonly used unnl around 1500 AD. Naturally, as
people ate meat and other foods their fingers became
greasy, Often a soft piece ol bread was used to wipe the
fingers clean, then 1t was tossed on the Hoor for the dogs
to eal. In Jesus’ analogy, the bread represents the Word of
God. The children represent the Jewish natuon. And the
dogs represent the Genules. Dog was a common term of
derision used to describe anyone who was nota Jew. At first
glance, it appears that Jesus was calling the woman a dog
and that He was saying that she and her people were ex-
cluded from His mission,

Thas 1s shocking! That kind of talk was unlike Jesus, but
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very much like the Jewish pride of that day. The [ews had
become sinfully exclusive and held all other races in con-
tempt.

The woman was quick-witted however. Undaunted by

Jesus” reply, she seized the seeming rebuft from His hips.
and turned 1t to her advantage. She said, “Yes, Lord: yet

the dogs under the table eat of the children’s crumbs™ (v,

28, KJV). She gave assent to His estimation of her and drew

her own conclusion. She said in essence, “I may be only a

dog. but even a dog gets to eat the crumbs, All I'm asking

for 1s a crumb of the blessings available to the Jews, Even
a dog should get that.”

Jesus obviously spoke these words with tongue in cheek,

for He did not treat the woman as a dog. He treated her as
a child and welcomed her mto the lanuly, The woman must
have taken His remarks as He intended them, for she was
not diverted by His seeming rebuft.

Her reply amazed Jesus. He smd 1o her, “'For this saying
go thy way: the devil is gone our of thy daughter' (v. 29,
KJV). And when the woman returned to her house she
found her daughter healed. Jesus recogmzed in the wo-
man’s response an evidence ol genuwme faith; thus He
healed her daughter. He healed her without going to her
house. He healed her without even a command. He healed
her in silence and at long distance.

This expenience must be read with mmsight and spiritual
perception. It teaches us much about our Lord and how He
dealt with the interruptions of life, The Lord showed in this
experience that in Him all social barners are broken down
and all racial privilege is nothing; all people of simple faith
can approach Him at anytime. He was obviously delighted
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with this woman's response and slrt-:‘tchecl His mission so .H
(o include her in the scope of it. God never secks Lo 1513::
as few but as many as possible. This l:a_ld'y may very wel ¢
the first Gentile convert in jesus’ mimsiry. And this scene
loreshadows the universal scope of the gospel.

“This interruption of Jesus teaches us several important
truths about Him and how He dealt with the interruptions

of life,
No One Is Unimportant

First, there are no unimpurtam_peuglc to Christ. A; ﬁrs.:
reading of this story, we might I:l‘lllll.k differently. But' m:m
be fooled by the fact that Jesus insinuated thn‘t the v-ﬂfn; b
was a dog. He didn’t mean that. It was only a test ot h 4
faith, He was obviously plealseq with her rcspm:sc]-a.;li]iv
ireated her as a person of dignity and_wgrth, He gladl
broadened His mnistry to include her in it -

Jesus clearly demonstrated what He consistently 1 u;;-
wrated in His daily life: No people are unimportant cﬁmp{;
o God. Whenever any person came to Jesus, regardiess ;1
who thev were, they were met with love, at-:epmr;:je. ;mr
help. He ignored all artificial barriers and welcomed every

who came to Him, .
Gn':'heh;c?iginn of the Jews h.' Jesus™ day was r:xc:uaf::.
sinfully exclusive. But Jesus did not share that exclusive-
I.":::L!'l-l sorts of people came to Jesus during His earthlyhml:é
istrv. Women, men, and little children came, T'he*}r.':c‘ as :
the poor came. The elite and the outcast came. 1 e:-{m -ItEj
nificant and the influential came. Bul fegafdlt:s& 0 \-.
thev were and what thew standing in society was. they were
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met with open arms. And if we will come to Hj
: t
will get the same kind of reception. iy
We may be umimportant to other people. There are some
people w.hﬂ value others only for what they can get out of
them. fiu]l others feel that they are unimportant them-
selves. They lack an appropriate sense of self-worth. They
suffer from an inferiority complex.
- The starting point for both success and happiness in life
15 a healthy, positive, self-image. Our sclf-concepts are the

core of our personalities. It affects every aspect of our

behavior—our ability 1o learn: our capacity to grow and
change; our choice of friends, mate, and career; and how
we relate to other people. It is no exaggeration to say that
A strong, positive self-image is the best possible prepara-
ton for success in life, 2

~ Poor self-image is generally revealed wn a critical and
Jealous nature and in a breakdown of motivation. People
who feel good about themselves usually feel good about
others and have both the energy and the incentive neces-
sary to go at life enthusiastically,

Whe_re does poor self-image come from? Possibly the
most s:gmhc:ant cause ol poor self-image is that personal
ability, intelligence, and future have been questioned re-
peatedly by parents, teachers, friends. and others in au-
llmmr}r. While no one can make us feel inferior without our
permission, many people subconsciously believe what oth-
ers sav to them and about them. ’

Sull other people have an nferiority complex because
they compare themselves with other people in a mmt‘ un-
realistic and unfair manner. We cannot help but make coms-
pansons in life; but if those comparisons are unrealistic and
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unfamr, the result can be devastating to our own abilities,
potential, and talents,

The best way 1o overcome an infenorty complex and 1o
develop good positive self-image is to see ourselves as God
sees us. 1 once read a bumper sticker that said, “God loves
vou whether you like it or not.” To see ourselves as God
sees us should change our lives altogether. He loves and
values each of us. He thought we were worth dying for. We
may be unimportant to others and we may feel unimportant
about ourselves. but we are not umimportant to Him.

Some people are so exclusive and narrow-minded that
their ears touch each other. But love is never exclusive. It
always reaches out to include. For this reason. the church
must never see itself as an extension of country club exclu-
siveness. We must always sav 1o the poor, Come. We say to
the uneducated, Come. We say 10 the unemployed, Come.
We sav to the alcoholic and 10 the ex-convict, Come. We
say to the blacks, Come. We say to the browns and the
vellows, Come, We say 1o all men everywhere, Come. We

say in words of Jesus, “"Whosoever will, let him [come and
drink of] the water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17), It is a sad
day when the church begins to see usell as a select soaety
ol splendhd saints.

Jesus' reaction to this mterrupuon indicates that all peo-
ple are important to God. And our reaction (o life’s inter-
ruptions show how we value people also.

MNothing Is Impossible

Second, there are no impossible problems with Jesus;
there 1s no difficulty beyond His help. The Syrophoenician

woman's daughter had a demon. There were no doctors of




s Jesus Is for Nowl

demons i her cuy. She was distraught at her daughter's
illness and sought healing from the only source available,
Like this woman, we must face our need and our helpless-
ness or we will never get any help. We must [rankly face our
desperate need of what only Christ can give.

There are no problems beyond the Savior's help. 1 see
peaple come to Jesus with every conceivable need. They
come with broken hearts, broken homes, broken health,
broken dreams, broken spints. broken reputations, broken
careers, broken vows, and broken lives; and Jesus helps

them to put things back together again. I know ol no prob-

lem that 1s beyond His redemption.

The mggest problem we face s that of sin. The message
of the gospel is that all our faults and inadequacies, failings,
and sins are already recognized by God, and sl He loves
us. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. "“The
wages of sin is death, but the free gifi of God 1s eternal hfe
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). He 1s Lthe answer to
the greatest problem we face, and He is the answer 1o all
other problems also.

But we must face our need and come to Him with it. As
this woman came, we must come. As she knelt in humibity,
s0 we must humble ourselves. As she asked for help, so we
must ask for help. When we do, we have this promise, "Him
that cometh 1o me T will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37,
KJVv).

Like this woman, we must recognize who Jesus is, believe
He will help us, come to Him, and ask for His help. When
we do that, we will discover that no problem in our lives 15
beyond His help.

When I was a boy we sang a chorus that goes like this:
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Are there any rivers that seem [0 be uncrossable? :
Are there any mountains you cannot 1unE1r:1 throughs:
God specializes in things that seem impassible, |
He knows a thousand ways Lo make a way lor you.

There are no unimportant people, and there are no 1:1

: . +

possible problems with our Lord. Jesus' response to th
interruption teaches us thas.

Call Out in Faith

Third, Jesus always responds 1o the plea ol faih. The
most remarkable thing about this story apart frm‘::‘tl.;ur
Lord’s power s the faith of the Phoemcian lnd}r.‘S e be-
lieved and would not be denied. When Jesus saw .er PET]E
tence in asking, her humble trust, her genuine faith, He 'md
to respond fo her in spite of the fact that she mterrupte
HI:N’[::tLis faith? It s not some mysterious qual‘iw Iha_t can-
not be understood. It 18 knowing who Jesus 1s, helu_:vmg
that He loves and cares and will ht_:lpl1 andﬂaskmg HlI‘I'l' Lo
do so. Faith is believing the promiscs of God and acung
upli"};lit;}.':‘:;evcr passive. [t 1s never ‘mcreljf mlelllcrm::l. .“
is always dynamic and acuve. Fgllh 15 tft.:-nhfie]ﬂ.a:isurd.l]:le
in God. The Scriptures say, “Wu‘lmut"lauh it is uu_pt}lssnl -T
to please Him; for he that cometh to God must !ZJE!!IE;&T‘ t mk
He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that dl.llgijl‘ilr}v }s;ect
him” (Heb., 11:6, KJV). We can dq a lot lei things Lmtbm%
faith. We can earn livings without faith, We can h.m.ld .1:151-
nesses without faith. We can even become millionaires

-
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without faith. But we cannot come to God and we cannot
please God withour faith.

Faith is recognizing Jesus as the Savior, the Son of God,
believing in His love and His compassion and His power,
falling on our knees before Him as the Phoenician woman
did, and crying our, “'Lord, help me.” If we have enough
faith to do that, He will help us,

[ used to pray, "Lord, give me more faith.” Then [
stopped wastung God's ume and my own ume. | discovered
that all 1 needed was a pinch of faith. Didn’t Jesus say. “If
you have the faith of a grain of mustard see, you can say 1o
a mountain, ‘Be thou moved’ and the mountain will be
moved?" Jesus said that it takes only a small amount of faith
to do miraculous things. You and I have that much faith.
don't we? What we need to do then is use the faith that we
have. Faith 1s like anything else; it is not how much of it you
have but what you do with what you have that matters.

Fauth 1s like intelligence. The impertant thing about in-
telligence 1s not how much we have but what we do with
what we have. Faith is like money, The important thing
about monev 1s not how much we have but what we do with
what we have. Faith s like talent. What matters s not how
much ability we have but what we do with what we have.
Faith is hke ume. What matters 13 not how much time we

have but what we do with the time that we have, And what
matters to God is not how much faith we have but what we
do with the faith that we have.

Do you want vour sins forgiven? Then ask Him. He will
do it. Do vou want strength for life? Then ask Him. He will
give it to you. Do vou want guidance and direction for your
life? Then ask Him. He will guide and direct you. Do you
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want help lor your home? In your school work? In your
i ' will help vou.
career? Then ask Him. He s ‘
If you have enough faith to ask, He cannot say no m, lh:
plea of faith, Jesus’ response to the Phoenician “umm; E
! 1 ! ar. Bul you must come as she
interruption makes it clear. 3 :
came $ou must humble yourself as she humbird her;ﬁif.
\ asked. If vou will say 10 mm,
And you must ask as she ask \ \ R
" He wi it. and He will do it 1oday.
“Lord, help me,” He will do _ €
On one occasion when the presidential party of Thmr-a;
Jefferson was traveling by hurseb?ck, hthe}' had l;n ]:‘ggslshe
anding by the stream as
swollen stream. A man stan by : . | |
president for a ride 10 the opposite shore. Jefles :slnn :1:]@[3
i e carried him across, and s¢
the man onta his horse, carn . "
down. Someone in the group as!wd the man “h?-dhi :EU]S;E
the president. 1 didn’t know it was the presrz f:!. . 3
replied. “Some faces have ves writien on them, and others
T 1 s a yes face.
have no. The president has |

Jesus has a yes face. That 1s the reason so many pe?jple
come to Him for help. And He is the same }'esteé‘d_?y. Lo sﬁi
and forever. He sull has a yes on His lace, and i you

im, He will help you now.
come to Him, He will help ¥ : _ ,

After seemg how Jesus dealt with ‘lhﬂ' lmerruplm_nsl t:_l:
life. my prayer for you and for me 1577 Lord, bless us l;:i“t.c
inll:rn_iptimrs of life as well as in the a_ppmnt_mﬁgls 0 an;
Help us to be like Jesus and use both of them [or Your g

and the good of others.”
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Give What You Have

These two facts are equally true: Man do ' '
bread alone, and neither does he live wilhuu?sb:']t':.::dl 'jzﬁi
recognized both of these needs. By the miracle ol ft:‘cd;n‘
::E l'ldlulilll;._\ilﬂdt;ﬁ, I!I-:- not anly declared Himself o be thg

read of hife for the : ide
e or :;*;:)_uls of men, He also provided bread

This miracle occurred mn the region of Decapolis on the
eastern shores of the Sea of Galilee (Mark 8:1-9). As Jesus
pre:m:hed and taught, the crowds grew larger 3;115 larger
until _llmcrf: was such a vast multitude that a kind of -:an% )
meeting atmosphere prevaled. Many had brought lhelir
lunch baskets, so they could stay as llung as possible

For three days the people stayed, sleeping on the gn:}und
at night and eagerly pressing around Jesus, the great won-
der-wol‘ker.l by day. Jesus was Lif.’t‘pl]r"luu(‘ht‘d by the sight
_c-F the mulques composed largely of Gentiles. ']'ﬂ._].EElH
it was symbolic of the wider conquest of the kinglglom in th;*
tuture. Dur:tng the three days. naturally, the people ex
hﬂauswd their supply of food; vet they would not If'a\;'e'

These Gentiles had never witnessed tlhings like this and
were charmed beyond words by Jesus .
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But Jesus expressed concem (o His disciples about how
1o care for the crowd, He didd not want to send them away
hungry because many of them had traveled great distances
and could not stand the long journey home without food.
He wanted to know il His disciples knew ol any way lo feed
them.

The apostles probably remembered that Jesus had fed
five thousand m Galilee by multiplying five loaves and two
small fish. Would He feed this multitude the same way?

They obyiously didn’t think so. tor they responded that
there was not enough food 1o feed such a crowd and that
they did not know where to get enough. They were in the
open country. and there was no place 10 secure that much
food. So they presented Jesus with a picture of helplessness
and hopelessness. They realized the problem, but their
resources were inadequate.

Jesus then asked, “How many loaves have yer” {v. 5,
K[V). They told Him that they had only seven loaves. Jesus
ook the seven loaves, thanked God for them, and gave
them to His disaples to distribute among the multitude.
$omeone then found a few small fish, 50 Jesus blessed them
and commanded that they be given o the multitude also.
To the astonisihiment ol everyone, the crowd ol over four
thousand had been fed and seven baskets full of food were
left over-

Several truths may be learned from this experience, For
one thing, Jesus was compassionate. Confront [esus with a
lost soul or a tired body and His first insunct was to help.
That is not true ol all religious leaders. Many evangelsts
are concerned about geting a crowd, fleecing the crowd,
and manipulating the crowd, but beyond that they could
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not care less about them. But Jesus cared about the needs
of His crowd, even on their way home,

This experience also teaches us that Jesus was consistent.
He not only taught us to thank God tor cur daily bread but
also gave thanks Himself.

We can also learn that Jesus was cooperative—He used
people in His work. Jesus multiplied the loaves and hish, but
He used His disciples as distnbutors. This is most olten the
wiy ol God, He walks to His mission on human feet. He
speaks His message through human lips, And He feeds the
hungry through human hands. What God does, He usually
does in cooperanion with people.

But the pnmary lesson that we learn from this miracle is
that Jesus was the Master over circumstances, He is here
revealed as the Master of muluplication who takes what we
bring to Him and muluphes it to meel the needs of multi-
tudes,

The spiritual significance of this experience as told by
John is that Jesus is the Bread of life. He alone is able 1o
satisfy the deepest hunger of the human spint,

What T want to Jocus on here 15 the miracle-working
power of our Savior. He can take our little and muluply it
mto a lot just as He did two thousand years ago, Focus on
the problem that [esus presented, the response of His disa-
ples, and finally the solution that Jesus offered

The problem was that the vast throng of four thousand
peaple did not have anything to eat. When Jesus had puy
on the crowd and wished 1o leed them, the disaples imme-
diately pointed out the pracucal difliculty. They were in the
open countryside, and there was no place for miles around
where food could be obtained.
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Nonce that the disciples were focusing on what they did
not have and what they could not do. They were locusing
on lailure and dwelling on the negatve. What a tragic thing
o dol Yet that 1s exactly what many people do when they
are confronted with a diﬂ'icull:.’. . .

Some people walk around like a cruise director on lhlt'.
Titam. expecting 1o ship to sink at any mnute, They are
like the boy who came home from sd_u:-nl and I.ﬂ!:i his
father, "'Dad, I think I failed my anithmetic test Ili?dil‘j. IThe
father, desiring o teach the boy to be a positive thinker
said. ““Son, think posituve.” The bov l'EﬁE(hﬂdt‘d. All ngh‘t,
I'm positive 1 failed my arithmetic test. Many people are
like that: they are posiuvely negative. .

What makes negativism so tragic is that most of the barn-
ers in life are mental. If we think a thing can't 'Ibe done, we
usually don't even try. And if we do try, we give it a half-
hearted effort. If we focus on what we dlmfl have ral;her on
what we do have, we end up doing little or n.uthmg. I

everyone thought that way, many of the world’s greatest
accomplishments would never have come to pass.

Don't forget that Shakespeare had no typewnter Galileo
had no computer; and David decked Goliath without the
help of Howard Cosell. ‘ "

Chnist responded to His disciples’ neganve statement by
ignoring it, He asked mstead. "How many loaves have ye?
[t was as if Jesus was saying, “I'mnot mtc{eslf*d in what you
don't have. Tell me what you do have., Give it lnlmr:[ Let's
see what I can do with it.”" When they I.Z{?ﬂ'llphfd. Jesus
multiplied their hittle into a lot. He ook their insufficiency

and made 1t sufficient. _ _ e
The disciples grossly overestimated thewr poverty. They
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failed to look at their resources, They felt that they had
nothing, but they had Jesus and that was enough. In His
hands, what they had become more than adequate.

The great truth of this miracle is that we need 1o stop
thinking about and dwelling on what we don't have. We
need to tike what we have, put 1t in the hands of Jesus, and
let Him multiply .

There are at least three areas of lite where this wruth
needs to be applied. It needs to be applied 1o our abilities,
OUr resources, .]t'l[l LT witness.

Give Him Your Talents

Herschel Hobbs i his book The Gespel of Giuing rells
about a young serviceman who accepted the call 1o be a
medical missionary. He faced a long, hard road of prepara-
tion. In one of his letters to Hobbs, the young man made
one of the most poignant statements I have ever read. He
said, T have so little in mysell, and my abilities need great
development, but | know that God has never asked a man
to do anything that was 100 hard for him to accomplish. |
intend to do all that I can by every possible means, 1o serve
Him." Then he added these words, “If [ do what [ can, God
will do what T can't,”

Twelve words—no more. no less—bul they sum up the
message of this miracle. The real question in hife 15, Will
you do what you can? Our biggest problem is that we often
don’t do what we can. We are like a former staff member
who called me recently, Tasked, "How are vou doing?” He
replied, "Lam doing great. 1 am working with a pastor whao
doesn’t do anvthing, and I'm helping him,"

There are a lot of people around who aren’t domng any-
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thing, and there are & lot of others ':-vhr.: are hel_pm.g thulm_.
Jesus didn’t make bread out of nothing, Jesus dld.“ t mu[ “_,
ply nothing and get fish. He did take seven loaves .]ullcll alew
fish and multiply them. [ts difficult for God to 1}31}{3?
nothingness. We need to get husyf_:tln_r_i go to work |{'.l;1 ad.
We can give Him the labor, the abilites, the alents that we
have and He can multiply and bless them,

This has been true of all of God's servants :whu have _h{-en
honored to accomplish great !.hi.l‘.lﬂ:i for His cause. l‘I';e_y
have put what they had into His hands, and He haﬁ mu 1‘1|
plied it to meet the emergency. All uf_lhern were p‘_unh‘l‘ )
aware of their weaknesses, madequacies, and drl_"mcnc:.xlr;.i
But they gave themselves to God. 1 wish that all of u; woul
put what we have in His hands and I|{‘{ Him do the rest.
Christ 15 as mighty as ever, and 1I.~.'h:u is lwe(llfrd 15 Lor us to
give ourselves to Him as did His servants in the past.

Moses is a case in point. Moses was a nmid, stamm:r;i:ug
shepherd with a tremendons infenonty cqmplexl. ¥ tf'l}
God called Moses to lead the ?hlldrrr; of Israel out lr(:
Egyptian bondage, he had a mulmE:dc of reasons as lr.-_vtr -,l
he was not the man for the job. To convince the hlcsuf.m
Moses of His great power, God asked, W ?mt 18 !hlnt n yu'l.:
hand?* (Ex. 4:2). [t was Moses’ shepherd s st:fnlf. I'he L
told him to throw it on the ground. As he did, i Imrm-f:l nto
4 slithering snake, Then the Lord said to pick it up .agmn:.:i
As Moses reached down and picked up the snake, it turme
into a shepherd’s staff again. If God were a_hlc ui turn 2

shepherd's stafl into a snake and then turn it bac . into a
staff, surely He could wurn the weak, wadequate Moses into
a strong servant, That's exactly whu!. He dlld. e i3

God's guestuon to Moses and Jesus’ question Lo the discls
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ples are also His questions to us; “What is that in your
hand?” “How many loaves have ye?" Give them 1o the

Lord, and He will use them, What He did with Moses in the |

Old Testament and what He did in Decapolis two thousand
years ago, He can still do today. He is the Master of multi-
plication,

So don't talk about the ability you don't have. Concen-
trate on what abilities you do have. Whatever they are, put
them in _the hands of Jesus and see what He can do with
them. It is not ability but availability and dependability that
God 1s really looking for anyhow. So give your talents, no
matter how meager, to Jesus; He can muluply your eflec-
tiveness, .

Give Him Your Tithe

We should not only give Him our abilities but also our
resources. He can multiply them also. Mother Teresa of
Calcutta, India. has become an international symbol of
faith and real success. Once she had a dream, She told her
superiors, "'l have three pennies and a dream from God to
build an orphanage."

"Mother Teresa,” her superiors chided, “vou cannot
build an orphanage with thiree pennies, With three pennies
vou can’t do anything."

“1 _Iv:nc-w." she said smiling, “bwt with God and three
pennies I can do anything!™

In Alexandria, Louisiana, is one of the most beautiful
9udm:'-num$ in the south. For years the church worshiped
m an inadequate educational building. The adult member-
ship spoke of the need of a place of worship, but always
they spoke of debt and of the large sum of money involved.
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Finally after about fifieen years, a miracle happened. One
Sunday might, Mrs. Lena David talked with her Intermedi-
ate Training Union about the need for an auditorium cost-
ing many thousands of dollars. At the close of her remarks,
someone suggested that they take an offering with which to
start a building fund. They did and received something like
$3.56. This was wurned over to the pastor who announced
the sum in the church bulletin as the beginning of the
building fund. A bank president of the congregation saw
the article and mailed a sizable check 1o the church, Others
took up the challenge. Today on the corner of Fourth and
Jackson stands “The church in the heart of the aty, in the
heart of the state, for the hearts of the people.”

Some people gave the litle that they had, and God mulu-
plied it into enough to meet needs. Some people talk about
what they would give to God if they had a million dollars,
God 1s not interested in what we would do if we had a
million dollars, What He 1s interested in what we are going
1o do with the fifteen- o eighteen-thousand-dollar salary
that we are making right now? If we are not faithful in the
little things of hife, there 15 no reason to behieve that we
would be faithful with the big things of life. If we don’t give
generously out of what we have, there 15 no reason to be-
lieve that we would give generously out of what we might
get.

If our Lord could multiply seven loaves and a few fish
into a meal for a multitude of four thousand people, surely
He can multiply our small gifts also. If we give what we can,
God will bless .
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Give Him Your Testimony

David Ben-Gurion, former prime mimster of Israel, was
asked what it would take to establish a new nation. He
laughed and replied, "All I need starts with the letter 4—
Alot of planes, Alot of guns, Alot of money, Alot of men.”

We, too, could say that all we need to expand Christ’s
kingdom starts with the letter 4— lot of love, A lot of
prayver, A lot of dedication, and A few witnesses,

Some people talk about how they would serve the Lord
il they just knew the Bible better, if they were seminary
tramed, if they could quote more Scripture. But God is not
interested in what we don’t know, He's interested in what
we're doing with what we do know. We already know
enough gospel to save the whole world. Our problem is not
ignorance but indifference. If we would just share with
others, our own testimony of Christ’s working in our lives
He could use that mighuly.

Have you ever wondered where the vast ¢crowd that Jesus
fed came from? It was a tremendous crowd of over four
thousand people, No doubt the healing of the deafl man,
recorded in the previous chapter of Mark's Gospel, in-
spired some of it and helped 1o arouse the large multitude.
But if you really want to know where they came from go
back to Mark 5 and read about Jesus” healing the Gadarene
demoniac. That wild man who lived among the tombs was
made whole by Jesus. Then Jesus told him to go back 1o his

people and rell them what great things the Lord had done
for him. He did just that, and the whole country was caught
up with what the Lord could do (Mark 5:19-20). That's
where the crowd came [rom,

7
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All this happened before the days of television. Nobody
filmed Jesus' healing the demomac and showed it on_lhf:
ten o'clock news, It wasn't reported in the headlines of the
local Decapolis Times, It wasn't carried as a news release over
the local radio stations of that day. That hfalled mian just
began telling everybody what God had done for him. The
people who heard him were so moved by his tesumony Lh_at.
when Jesus came back to that region, lhr:lwh{?lr: countryside
emptied out to see Him and to hear Him for !;henxselvcs.
They came basically because of the witness ol one man.

Here we have a glimpse of what the witness of one person
can do for Christ. No doubt there were people in the crowd
that day who came to Christ and found new life bf.-t_';m&e of
the witness of that one man. Don’t ever underesumate the
importance of one person telling another what Christ has
done. _

Has He saved you? Has He forgiven you? Is there peace
in your heart? Do you have the hope of hpa_wn? Are you
unafraid of dving? Do you know of His abiding presences
What has Jesus done for you? Tell 5(.::111&“.:.'&(1? else. Fargr,:t
the fact that you can't quote yards of Scnpli:lﬂi', you don’t
teach a Sunday School class, or you havent Pcen to the
seminary. Stop worrying about what you don’t know and
what vou don't have, and start sharing what you do know
with whatever ability you do have.

l;f you put what you have into the hands of Jesus; He can
multiply it into a great and wonderful thing. The message
of this miracle is that the Master who can take seven loaves
and a few fish and multiply them into a meal for a 'I'I'n.!]ltlll.dﬂ
can also take our talents or our tithes or 1esUMONIES and
multiply them so they bless great multitudes also.
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An interesting fact about that experience is that it all
occurred in Decapolis, which was largely inhabited by Gen-
ules. Earlier in Mark, Jesus had performed a miracle by
feeding five thousand people. But at that time He was on
the western shores of the Sea of Galilee, and His audience
was largely Jewish. Now He was on the eastern shores of the
Sea of Galilee, and His audience was largely made up of
Gentiles. In both instances, He used the same miraculous
power to provide bread.

When we put these two stories together, they suggest
that Jesus came 1o satisfy the hunger of the Jews and the
Gentiles alike. We see in Him the God who opens His hand
and satisfies the desire of every living thing.

The feeding of the five thousand is understood as an
invitation to the Jewish people to fellowship and to share
Jesus® life. The feeding of the four thousand is understood
as Jesus” inclusion of the Gentiles cqually in full fellowship
and in the sharing of His life. The Jews and the Gentiles
were both provided for in Christ Jesus.

There are two great truths in that miracle: Jesus satisfies
our needs, and He multiplies our potential. So in bringing
what you have 1o Christ, don'y forget to bring yourself. He
wants both,

12

The Magnetism of the Cross

I sat one night in a dimly lit mission on the island of
Trinidad in the West Indies. The congregation was cum‘;
posed chiefly of the black descendants of slaves who ha
been brought over from Africa years ago. The }rnunhg ma:
who was giving his testimony at that moment was the so
of Hindu parents from India who harl_mme there as qwr:
chants. I was attending the service with several mission
m;.:.l looked around at the congregation my first thought
was: fsn't it strange that a fewsh carpenter dying on a Roman .-::::;
11 the first century could have such am appeal lo all of these va "
races, classes, and nationalities? But on second thought 1 sai
to myself, No! No, it isn't surprising at all. This 1s :exart{r wrf,rl'em
said 1t wowld be, for He prophesied, “And 1, 1! I be hflr:c! up from
the earth, will draw all men to Myself’ (John 12:32).

Then I realized for the first tme in my _hfe that | war;] m
the midst of fulfilled prophecy. T!jle Bible is full of pruiE e
cy. Some of it was [ulfilled centuries ago, and some of it 1§
yiﬂ to be fulfilled. But some Bible prophecy 15 bemgr
fulfilled in our very midst. This prophecy of Jesus is one o

them,

ne




120 Jesus Is for Nowl

Jesus said that, as a result of being hfted up from the
earth on His cross, He would have a universal and an nre-
sistible appeal, a magnetism. Men and women and boys and
girls of all races, classes, nationalities, and religions would
be drawn to Him. That cross would become His throne.
Jesus knew that people might listen to His words and doubt
them. They might see His miracles and question them.
They might receive His gifts and soon forget them. But
they would never be able to forget His crucifixion, It would
give to Him an irresistible and umiversal magnetism,

This is amazing! The ghastly scene of a man dying on a
cross as a common criminal, in agony and naked, should
repulse people. Instead, it has become the magnet of God
to touch human hearts everywhere and draw people to
Jesus.

Why is this so? What is there about the cross that gives
it such an appeal? Such magnetism today?

The Magnetism of Love

From the beginning of His ministry, Jesus enjoyed im-
mense populanty. Wherever He went, crowds thronged to
Him. All kinds of people, strong men, little children, and
even sinners were attracted o Him,

What was it about Jesus that auracted people? It was
Jesus® genuine love for them, It was the fact that He was a
friend to sinners and was even willing to fellowship with
them (Luke 15:1-2),

Today that love sill has a magnetic appeal. But as win-
some, as charming, as appealing as Jesus was in the flesh,
the cross is still the noblest, most wonderful manifestation
of God's love that the world has ever seen {John 3:16). It
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is the supreme expression of (}odl':_ love and thus His mag-
1 raw men unto Himsell. )
nc‘:,:r?ll:]ert: ::m we go to see the love of God today? We do
not see it in the sun or the stars or the maon. We do not
see it in nature. These all speak to us of the glory of God,
the majesty of God, the power of God, and the intelligence
of God. But there is nothing in the range of the telescope
or the microscope that speaks to us of l.he1love ul_' God.
Walk, i’ vou will, in the forest on a beautiful spring day.
See the sunlight as u filters through the leaves of the trees,
and listen to the wind as it whispers through their branches.
And as you do you may say in your heart, Here is an expression
of the love of God. But stay there awhile, and the sunlight and
the breezes will turn into a SUMMET SLoTin, The heavens 1:'-'?1[
roll with thunder, and lightning will rip across the sky; in
those moments, I ask you, Where is the love of God now?
Or walk along the beaches of our coast as [ love to do,
Feel the warm gulf breeze in your face and feel the sand Sa
it squeczes between your toes. Listen to the ::.urf as it gently
splashes against the shore. As you do, you might think, Here
is an evidence of the love of God. But stay at the beach long
enough and the cool breczes will become a h‘owhng gale.
The gentle surf will become devastatmg surl. And huml;
cane winds will lash out in destruction everywhere. [ as
vou then, Where is the love of God? ‘
" Or you may look into the innocent face of a hl.fle baby
and say. "“Surely here the love of God 1s ImaﬂlleSI. But go
and visit the children's ward of a hospital in one of _mlu‘
major cities. There you will see the bodies of precious litle
children twisted and deformed by f.hscuse. As you see lhftg
in their agony, 1 ask you, Where is the love of God now




The only place we can see the love ol God in all of us

glory and splendor is in the cross of Calvary. Herein s love!

There could be no greater love than that Christ should lay
down His life for us. Paul declared:

Far while we were still helpless, at the right time Chnst died
for the ungodly, For one will hardly die for a nghteous man;
though perhaps for the good man someone would dare
even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us,

in that while we were vet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom,
5:6-8).

The word helpless means that we are powerless o save our-
selves. People do many things for themselves. We can build
a submarine that will sail around the world under water.
We have built a satellite to transmit messages around the
globe m seconds, But there is one thing we can never do
for ourselves: we can never save ourselves. We are com-
pletely and totally dependent upon God for salvation.

He has shown us His love and salvation in the cross and
that's why 1t has such an appeal 1o people.

The Magnetism of Forgiveness

Another reason people have always been drawn to the
cross of Christ and are sull drawn to it is that they hnd in
it forgiveness for their sins.

In a lonely cemetery in New York City is a grave with one
word writlen on it: Forgiven. There is no name, no date of
birth or death, no eulogy—just the word Forgiven. I person-
ally would rather have that word written over me in eternity
than any other word | know.

The Bible is filled with marvelous promises of God's full
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and complete forgiveness. Isaiah wrote, “1, even I, ME‘ d'f,
one who wipes out your transgressions for de own s_ake,
And I will not remember your sins” {115:1. 43:95). This is the
only thing in the Bible which God is ever rtpresm_l;cdras
forgeuing. It is the one thing which we would most like for
Him to forget. | _

David declared out of the depths of his own sin ar_'u:l
shame: “'I acknowledged my sin 10 Thee,/And my iniquity
i did not hide:/1 said, ‘T will confess my (ransgressions Lo
the Lord’»7And Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin™ (Ps.
32:5). _

Hi‘-w is such forgiveness possible? It has been made pos-
sible to us through the crucifixion 10f Christ. When ]'ea;‘s
died on the cross, He satisfied the just demands of Go hi
holy judgment of sin (1 John 2:2). So on Calvary, what the
justice of God demanded the love of God provided. The
blood of Christ that was shed there cleanses us from all our
sin (1 John 1:7; Rev. 5:7-9).

Because He knew that He wﬂp]d pay our debt on I.ht;
cross, Jesus was able to offer forgiveness to all who soug::
it during His earthly ministry. To the repentant llhml' on the
cross who was crucified next to Him, Jesus said, you are
forgiven. - _

'lga Paul, the worst of sinners, Jesus said, You are forgiv-
en:ra the woman caught in the very act of adultery, Jesus
said, You are forgiven. .

To Zaccheus, the greedy, money-grabbing tax collector,

sus said, You are forgiven. |
JETu the woman at the well in Samana who had been
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married and divorced five umes and was now hiving with a
man she was not married 1o, Jesus said, You are forgiven.
To the paralyzed man whose muscles were twisted into
knots by guilt over his past sins, Jesus said, You are forgiv-
en.
To the bloodthirsty crowd and the calloused soldiers
who crucified Him, Jesus crnied, "Father, forgive them”
{Luke 25:54).

To Peter, one of his closest [rends and one of his most
trusted disciples who denied Him during his tnal, He said,
You are forgiven.

And to you and me, the Lord offers the same full and free
pardon of our sins. Two verses tell us exactly what we must
do to experience God’s forgiveness. First, we must confess
our sins (1 John 1:9). Then we must turn away from our sin
and put our faith in Christ (Acis 3:19). So we must own and
then disown our sins. When we do these two things, God
can be trusted to forgive us of our sin and to cleanse us
from all unnghteousness.

Because people find in the cross of Jesus the complete
forgiveness of God, they are drawn to Him,

The Magnetism of Victory

Before Jesus spoke of His magneuc appeal from the
cross, He said, “"Now judgment is upon this world; now the
ruler of this world shall be cast out” (John 12:31).

Jesus saw the cross as a contest between good and ewil,
God and Satan, two rulers contendmg for world suprema-
cy. But He also saw Satan as losing. He would be cast down
in defeat. The cross was the crisis point in the history of the
human race. There the prince ol this world, Satan, con-
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tended with Jesus Chnist for the ultimate wclm{: ?ve:-cpf;;
ple. Bul Christ prevailcd. and the Cross has hthnwa ;
symbol of victory for ime and etermty. Fcnp_llﬂ E::I‘-’C :ﬂum, yh
seen in the cross the ultimate conquest of evil and triump
of good, and that's why they have l::em drm«;z lﬂ: :léqiled
After Napoleon was defeated at W amrlnf}, € Was e
on the island of Saint Helena. One day he was [:F)ur;ln_g i
a map of Europe that had the British Isles outline Pul o,
He said 10 a companion, Do you see that red fﬁm B
it not for that one red spot l}'::l havcda:wﬁs:;t:l “z :{gr e
Satan is saying the same thing today. o
rejaslljm of é’alfar}r in the thmr}'Sol" 111::; wf;:n;idl,l :a'r:: k:t;;ﬂg
manity would have been Satan s. :
g‘-vtfdr.i:;:: vicu;ry is ours through the Ln_rd jesu:] Chl:zsse“:";
now have victory over sin, och temptation, and over
of lesus' viclory on the CTOss. .
h{‘ilcil;zznllj;l buried a beautiful fouﬂcenayear-oidlglrl.hl;’.‘.:a:ii
Chambers. She had fought and lost a long, grue lEth -
with cancer. In her Bible I found this mscnipiion, “E};,a z
of the cross may not be easy, butit1s the way humﬁ. _ [;l-e
was right, The way of the cross is the way Lo lqw_:i -.lth sta
way to forgiveness; it is the way to viclory: and ]:.jlb e y
home. That's why it has such a magneuc appe today.




“To a world where change is so profound that it
chullandges all of our old assumptions, old ways of think-
ing, and old formulas, dogmas, and ideologies, | have
good news! Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and
torever. He is the Solid Rock on which we can build a
stable life. He Is the Secure Anchor who can steady us in
the storms of changse. . . .

"The best of the good news Is this: Jesus is for nowl The
historical Christ is etemally relevant, He is not dead, and
He is not gone, He Is alive, and He is here!"

—From the Intreduction

Author Paul Powell presents the timeless Christ as the
answer o today’s severest problems. His inspiring chap-
ters are: Living Life in italics; A Purpose for Being; It's Sink or
Swim; Go and 5in No More!; Here Comes the Bridegroom;
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