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In 1836 a pioneer preacher named Z. N. Morrell
migrated from Tennessee to Texas. For the next 46 years
he would be atraveling missionary for Texas Baptists. He
rode horseback, swam swollen rivers, braved Texas “blue
northers,” outran or out-fought hostile Indians, preached to
peoplewherever he could find them, and organized converts
into cooperative Baptist churches.

From the moment he crossed the Sabine River he caught
avision that Texas would one day be a Baptist stronghold.
The text of his first sermon and the golden text of hislife
was Isaiah 35:1: “The wilderness and the solitary place
shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and
blossom as arose.”

Texasdid blossom asarose and becameall that Morrell
envisioned and more. It grew until one in seven churches
in the Southern Baptist Convention were in Texas and one
out of every seven dollars given to the Cooperative Program
were Texas Baptist dollars.

But somewhere along the way we lost the vision, zeal,
and dedication of Morrell and his counterparts, and Texas
has reverted back to a mission field. Although we have
almost 5,000 churches, most of them are small (71 percent
of our churches run 100 or less in Sunday School) and 56
percent have either plateaued or arein decline. All thewhile
peopl e have been flooding into Texas, until we are now the
second most populous state in the nation. Percentage-wise
we have fewer churches today than we had in 1900.

If we would win our state to Christ it is obvious that
business as usual will not get the job done. We must build



more and stronger churches. | have written this book to
encourage both.

I’ve chosen the name How to Start a Church Fire
because the church isthe only movement Jesus|eft on earth
to represent him. If, therefore, we would advance his
kingdom we must strengthen the churches we already have
and they in turn must establish new churches where they
are needed.

Our state leadership iscommitted to thisgreat work and
so, too, am . Itismy hopethat you will be committed to it
also.

Lt. Governor Bob Bullock includes in each
correspondence he sendsasmall stick-on flag of Texaswith
the prayer, “ God bless Texas,” printed across the bottom. |
have that flag on afolder | look at almost daily. But more
than looking at it, | have madethosewordsmy daily prayer.
I’ m persuaded God wantsto bless Texasbut heismost likely
to do that if we concentrate on strengthening our churches.
To do that there are some things we absolutely must do. If
you’ Il walk with methrough these pages|’ I show you what
| believe them to be.

Paul W. Powell
Tyler, Texas



Chapter 1

Awakening:
Why Sit WeHereTill We Die?
2 Kings7:3-9

A prominent West Texas rancher-oil man had ahomely
looking, unmarried daughter. In hopes of finding her a
husband, heinvited all of the eligible bachel orsin the county
to a barbecue at his ranch. As they gathered around the
swimming pool for thefestivities he made an announcement.
He said, “This swimming pool is filled with man-eating
sharks and anyone who will swim across it can have the
hand of my daughter in marriage and one-half of my vast
fortune. Or, they can have $1 millionin cash.”

He had hardly finished his announcement when there
was a splash and one of the men went swimming acrossthe
pool, lickety-split. Ashe climbed out on the other side, the
rancher rushed over, shook his hand, and said, “Son,
congratulations! | suppose you would like to have the hand
of my daughter in marriage and one-half of my vast
fortune?’

He said, “No, | don’'t want that?" The rancher said,
“Well, then | supposeyou would likethe$1 millionincash.”
Hesaid, “No, | don’t want that.”

“Then,” asked the rancher, “what would you like?’

Hesaid, “What I'd likeisto get my hands on thefellow
who pushed me’”

Sometimes we need a push in life. That'swhat | want
togivetoday. Thispush comesintheform of aquestion. It
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isthis: “Why sit we heretill we die?’

This question was first posed by four starving lepers
who sat outside the gates of the city of Samaria. Leprosy
was considered the deadliest disease of the ancient world.
It was thought to be highly contagious and before modern
medicine it was incurable. Isolation was the only way
knownto deal withit. Sotheseleperswereforcedtolivein
leper colonies outside the city. They could, under certain
conditions, go inside to buy food or occasionally family
members brought it to them. But in this instance their
situation was complicated by thefact that Samariawas under
siege. King Ben Hadad of Syria had laid siege to the city,
cut off itsfood supply, and it was slowly starving to death.

As the food diminished, inflation set in. Exorbitant
prices were charged for the most unsavory kinds of food.
Some people even resorted to eating animal refuse and to
cannibalism, to eating their own children.

Sitting outside the gates, starving, the lepers pondered
their fate and weighed their options. They had three choices.
They could go into the city, but that wouldn’t help because
the peopleinside were as bad off asthey were. They could
go to the enemy camp and surrender or they could sit there
and die. They reasoned, “If we surrender to the enemy we
might die. If wesit hereand do nothing we aresuretodie”

Thus, they determined the deadliest thing they could do
was do nothing. So they decided to take a chance. They
decided to go to the enemy camp and surrender.

To their utter surprise, when they got there, they found
the camp deserted. The Lord had caused the Syrian army
to hear a great sound and, thinking it to be another army
attacking, fled for their lives, leaving all their food and
supplies behind. The four lepers found not only enough
food for themselves, but enough to save the entire city.
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They and the city were saved because they refused to
sit and die. The Lord had provided deliverance only as
they acted, as they got up and did something.

Many churches today are in the same predicament as
those four lepers and they need to ask themselves the same
guestion. They are slowly dying and don’t even know it.
They need to wake up and then get up and do something.
They need to act.

Christianity is on the decline in America today while
other religionsaregrowing all around us. In my hometown
of Port Arthur, Texas, what was once a thriving Baptist
church is now a Buddhist temple. It isasign of the times.

Ray Steadman, speaking at a conference on expository
preachingin Californiasaid 85 percent of the denominations
in America are in decline. It is only because of mergers
that some show any growth at all. The down-size problem
is aking-size headache for most churches today.

And we Baptists are no exception. If you read our
propaganda you would think we are going great guns. But
70 percent of our churches have plateaued or are declining.
Theonly real growth we are experiencing is among ethnics
— Hispanics, Koreans, Viethamese. We Baptists have quit
growing but we haven’t quit crowing. E. V. Hill nailed us
when he said, “I love to speak to you Southern Baptists
because of who you think you are”

We must beware of fooling ourselves. Self-deception
is the easiest of all deceptions. Most of the growth we
recognize and brag about is transfers of membership. I'm
not minimizing the importance of people transferring their
membership, but just moving sheep from one pasture to
another does not increase the size of the herd. Transfers
may build our kingdom, but they do not build his kingdom.

We stand, | believe, at the crossroads of life and death
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today as the people of God. If we would win our state we
must awaken to our condition and then ask ourselves the
same question those four lepers asked themselves, “Why
sit we heretill we die?” Wedon't haveto sit and die. We
can get up and move on to greatness. The choiceisours.
If we want not just to survive, but to thrive, there are
several things we must do. | offer five suggestions:
* A church needs to develop a clear sense of
mission.
* A church needs to provide meaningful programs
for the people.
A church needsto be enthusiastic in al it does.
A church needs to maintain aloving fellowship.
A church needsto stay aggressive in outreach.
A church needsto be fervent in prayer.

We Exist By Mission

First, to live a church needs to develop a clear sense of
mission. Mission alwayscomesfirst. Churchesdiebecause
they forget who they are and why they are here and become
at easein Zion.

| was interim pastor once at a church that was not dead
but it was on the critically ill list. It had plateaued years
earlier and was slowly dwindling away. Death in most
churches comes so slowly the people hardly noticeit. Ina
community where 48 percent of the adults were singles,
the church had 10 or 12 attending their singles Sunday
School department. After my first visit to that department |
asked myself, “How did they allow this to happen? Why
wasn't something done to reach more singles?’

| led the church to hire a part-time singles minister and
within three monthsthey were running 40-50 in attendance.
When the new director proposed some changes, several of



Awakening: Why Sit We Here Till We Die?

the ladieswho prided themsel vesin being fourth generation
members of the church said, “We don’t want to change.
We are comfortable with things as they are.”

Sheresponded, “ Yes, but what about al the other people
out there who need comforting?’ They had completely lost
sight of that. They had lost their sense of mission and
thought only of themselves.

When the people on the inside of churches are more
concerned about their own comfort than for people on the
outside in need of comfort, the church isin peril of itslife.
Or, to put it another way, an organization beginsto die the
day it beginsto berunfor the benefit of theinsidersand not
for the benefit of the outsiders.

According to studies conducted on growing churches
around the nation, the two central elements to attracting
new peopleto achurch and to faith in Christ are vision and
passion. Vision is seeing what needs to be done — what
you ought to do. And passion is a burning desire, a
compulsion to get it done.

No church needs to sit around and wonder why it is
here or what it is to do. Nor does it need to appoint a
committee to develop a mission statement for the church.
The Lord has aready done that. Jesus said, “ The son of
man is come to seek and to save that which islost” (Luke
19:10). And again, he said, “The son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister and to give hislifearansom
for many” (Mark 10:45). Then, later he told his disciples,
“As my father hath sent me, even so send | you” (John
20:21). So, hismission isour mission.

Jesus' last wordsto hisdiscipleswere, “ Go yetherefore,
and teach al nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded
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you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world” (Matt. 28:19-20).

That seems clear enough. It is changed lives. Our
mission is to build his kingdom both bigger and stronger.
We build it bigger by evangelism and stronger by
discipleship. But mission is a fragile thing. Without
continual attention and careful focus, it easily becomes
blurred and obscure.

When that happens the organization becomes more
important than the cause, and tradition replaces mission.
And thus reaching out to the community and the world for
Christ become secondary to maintaining things asthey are.

You don't believe this? Let me ask you aquestion. Is
there one Sunday School class in your entire church that
has a goal of winning three new people to Christ this next
year? Isthere a Sunday School classin your church that
hasagoal of increasing its average attendance by aspecific
number next year? Or, does your entire Sunday School
have any kind of goals that it expects to reach this next
year? | seriously doubt it. Soif they do anything it will be
purely by accident. Our goal, in most instances, is simply
to meet next Sunday.

We need then to ask ourselves, do we have the passion
to do what needs to be done? Early in his pastoral career,
Jonathan Edwards, who led the great awakening, said he
had to grapplewith what it would mean for his congregation
toberevived. Hischurchwassolidly orthodox. They could
rattle off the tenets of the Christian faith. But few of them
cared deeply about Christ. They were absorbed and
fascinated by businessand everyday life, but they gavelittle
attention to God. Many of our churches are the same way.
They likethingsasthey are. They don’t want to berevived.
They are content to sit and sing “Just As | Am” to one
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another. That'swhy they die.

| remind you that one man with a passion is worth 100
men with an interest. The church exists by mission like a
fire exists by burning. When the fire stops burning it goes
out. Itdies. Andwhen achurch losesits sense of mission,
then the church isdead even though it may continueto meet
and have all the outward signs of life.

Small Men, Long Shadows

Second, to live a church needs to provide meaningful
programsfor the people. Theleadersof the church, lay and
ministerial, must be willing to build the buildings, hire the
staff, spend the money, take therisk, and expend the energy
necessary to provide innovative programs that meet the
needs of people or eventually the church will die.

A church might be able to keep the people it already
has with a mediocre program. They will stay because of
loyalty to the church, friendships within the church, or
involvement inthe programs. But it will bedifficult to reach
new people without them. New people in town and the
unreached do not have such loyalties, friendships, or
involvement. A church ought to ask itself, “Why should
people come to our church? What do we have to offer that
others do not offer at a more convenient location?’

The two biggest problems confronting our churches
today are changing neighborhoods and unchanging attitudes.
When the problem is a changing neighborhood the church
must either relocate or stagnate.

But the bigger problem for most churchesisunchanging
attitudes. Anunwillingnessto change and provide adequate
programs to reach the community. Even churchesin good
locations can and will die if they don’'t provide good
programs and reach out to their community.

15
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But to do all thisusually demands change and in dying
churches people resist change. Charles Darwin gave me a
good definition of insanity: “To do the samething over and
over again and expect different results” If you keep doing
what you’ve always done, you' || keep getting what you've
always gotten.

| didn’t seethe movie, “ Grumpy Old Men,” but thetitle
is suggestive of the leadership in many of our churches.
When that is the case, the church is headed for a slow but
certain death.

Paul Harvey put it best, “When small men cast long
shadows, thesunisabout to set.” Inadying churchitisthe
little thinkers who are the big stinkers. Thisis no time for
small leadership either in the pulpit or in the pew, in the
staff or in the laity. We must rise to the occasion if we are
to win our world to Christ.

Be Excited and Be Committed

Third, to live a church needs to be enthusiastic in al it
does. In fact, the single most distinguishing mark of an
alive, dynamic church is enthusiasm. | was recently in a
retreat in Dry Creek, Louisiana, with Dr. Bill Thorn. He
told of visiting with the old evangelistic singer, Joe Trussell,
just before his death. Joe had once been one of our most
popular singers but now wasvery old. Hesaid to Dr. Thorn,
“Bill, I'velost my voice but I’ve not lost my song.”

Do you know what troubles me most about most
churches and most preachers? It isthat they havelost their
song. Thejoy hasgone out of their worship and their service
and they are just going through the motions of church.

That same thing was happening in Malachi’sday. The
people came to church and when they got there they said to
themselves, “ Oh, what awearinessitis’ (Mal. 1:13). They
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were not willing to abandon worship atogether, but neither
were they willing to put their whole heartsinto it. So they
went through the motions halfheartedly.

You can’'t mumble through the music, fumble through
the bulletin, stumble through the sermon, and grumble
through the invitation and expect to have any impact on the
world. There is enough dullness in the world without the
church adding to it.

Worship and our faith are either a dull monotony or an
acute fever. Which isit in your church? And we must be
on constant guard to keep thefires of devotion and dedication
burning. If we becomelethargic, indifferent, lackadaisical,
the church will die. . . and it ought to.

When people come they should be greeted with awarm
handshake and afriendly smile. The music should be from
the heart and should stir the soul. The sermon should be
delivered with a sense of sincerity and urgency and all that
takes places should be conducted as though it mattered
eternally.

Winston Churchill once said, “At any moment in history
theworld isin the hands of two percent of the people— the
excited and thecommitted.” If wewant to surviveand thrive,
we must be both.

A Strong and Stable Fellowship

Fourth, to live a church must maintain a loving
fellowship. A house divided against itself cannot stand.
And neither can a church in civil war. Conflict and strife
will eventually kill any organization. Our Baptist
congregational -type government, with no hierarchy, lends
itself to both. InaBaptist church any member can standin
business meeting and say whatever they think, even if they
don’t think. And, it's possible for a few individuals or
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families to get control of the church and runit. These two
facts alone can lead to strife and division over everything
from buildings to budgets to staff. One evidence — 22.8
percent of evangelical Protestant ministers have been fired
or forced toresign. That spellstrouble any way you look at
it. | received aletter recently from a94-year-old pastor. In
his years since retirement he had been interim pastor in 25
churches — 23 of which had been troubled.

Whenever there is conflict in the church many good
people leave or drop out of church atogether. They have
enough problems without the church adding to them. They
are trying to hold their marriages together, keep their kids
off drugs, pay the mortgage, hold onto their jobs. They
don’'t have time for petty religious squabbles.

In the movie, “Lawrence of Arabia” there is a scene
where Thomas Edward Lawrence, the English colonel who
hel ped organizethe Arab revolt against Turkey, tellshisArab
counterpart, “If the desert tribes do not unite as a nation
they will beforever destined to beasilly and inconsequential
people.”

We face the same alternatives in our churches.

Up and At ‘Em

Fifth, to live achurch must stay aggressivein outreach.
Left alone, people will sit and do nothing and do it very
well until Jesus comes. In fact, in the churches | pastored,
the people did nothing better than they did anything else. If
they do that long enough they will die from laziness and
neglect. Unless people are aggressive in outreach, tireless
inministry and anxiousto serve as needed the church cannot
thrive.

| met a former staff man at the convention. | asked,
“How areyou doing?’ Heanswered, “Great! I’mworking
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with a preacher who doesn’t do anything and I’'m helping
him.” There are too many people doing nothing and too
many others helping them.

Inacommunity where| once pastored therewasasmall,
struggling church in the midst of a bustling, growing area.
It had once been an open country church, but the community
had moved out and completely surrounded it. But, it was
not growing. | offered to send some of my laymen over to
join their laymen in a visitation-outreach program so they
could reach their community. But, they did not respond.
They had little or no interest in reaching the community —
and it sat there and died.

When that attitude penetrates any congregation, it isin
peril of itslifeeventually. Evenfirst timevisitorscan smell
the stench of death in that atmosphere.

The Breath of God

Finally, to live a church must be fervent in prayer. Dr.
Ralph Herring was pastor of First Baptist Church in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, for years, and before his
death becamethe director of our Southern Baptist seminary
extensionwork. Some yearsbefore he went into that work,
and before he concluded hisministry in North Carolina, he
had the opportunity of going to an organ recital in atown
hall where therewas an organ which one of hisown kinfolk,
on hismother’s side of thefamily, had designed. Hewas so
impressed because that organ had 8,672 pipes. That'safair
sizeinstrument. He said he sat therelooking at 8,672 pipes,
and all he could think of was, “My own kin built that!” He
said then it was as if God spoke to him and said, “Ralph,
8,672 pipes. That's real impressive, but | want to remind
you that there would not be one note from any one of those
8,672 pipes without the breath and the bellows.”
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Likewise, there arelots of membersin the church. But
without the breath of God on us, not one real note of
conviction will be heard from us.

Following the ascension, the disciples of Jesus met in
the upper room, 120 of them, to pray. They al believed in
God. They all believed in Jesus. They all believed the
resurrection. They all believed the scriptures. But nothing
happened until the Holy Spirit came upon them. It was
then that they became the church.

I remind you, buildings are not enough — they had the
upper room. Bodies are not enough — there were 120 of
them. Beliefs are not enough — they had their doctrine
straight. They needed the breath of God upon them. And
when God breathes upon us, the church will come alive
today also.

So, why sit we here till we die? Let's get up and do
something. Let’schange anything that needsto be changed.
And let’s pray until God chooses to breathe on us.

In the summer of 1865 James P. Boyce and John A.
Broadus met with the faculty of Southern Seminary to
consider resuming classes. They had been suspended
because of the Civil War. The outlook was bleak. The
students were few. The resources were meager. After a
lengthy discussion, John Broadus rose to say, “ Suppose we
quietly agree that this seminary may die, but we will die
first.”

That’s the kind of commitment we need today.

Someone asked Mother Theresa how she wanted to be
remembered. She replied, “I want to be remembered as a
pencil inthe hand of God.” 1 think the Lord wantsto write
a new chapter in Christian history — the 29th chapter of
Acts. But he needs a pencil. Will you beit?



Chapter 2

Repenting:
The Seven Deadly Sins
of the Modern Church

1 Peter 4:17

Mahatmas Ghandi, the Indian sage, once gave alist of
what he believed to be the seven deadly sins of society:

* worship without sacrifice

» politics without principle

» weath without work

» pleasure without conscience

* knowledge without character

» business without morality

* science without humanity

When | read his list it reminded me of the words of
Solomon: “These six thingsdoth the Lord hate: yea, seven
are an abomination unto him.” Then he gave us a list of
seven deadly sins: “A proud look, alying tongue, and hands
that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A
false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord
among brethren” (Prov. 6:16-19).

This started me to wondering, “What are the seven
deadly sinsof themodern church?’ Thechurchisintrouble
today. The signs are everywhere: the scandalous lives of
some of itsleaders; internal bickering within congregations
and denominations; theinvasion of secularism; diluting our
message to appeal to baby boomers; putting church growth

21
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above spiritual growth; and relying more on political action
than the gospel to change society.

So seriousisour condition, that Chuck Colson, founder
and chairman of Prison Fellowship, said concerning the
entire evangelical movement, “ If thiswere abusiness, you'd
be contemplating Chapter 11.”

What are the seven deadly sins of the modern church?
Often the deadliest sins are born out of the noblest of
motives. This makes them hard to detect and worse to
confront. But, hereisalist of what | believeto bethe biggest
sins confronting us today:

* worship without reverence
salvation without repentance
evangelism without discipleship
prosperity without stewardship
orthodoxy without enthusiasm
organization without unity
privilege without responsibility

Trivializing God

The first deadly sin of the modern church is worship
without reverence. Central to all we do is the worship of
God. And thereis arenewed emphasis on worship today
such as | have not seen in my lifetime. But it is a strange
kind of worship. It seems to be influenced more by the
sociology of George Barnathan the theology of the apostle
Paul. Barna tells us that Baby Boomers are bored with
traditional church approaches, standard worship services,
and even sacred hymns. They are fascinated with fast-
moving “Indiana Jones’ type movies and want non-stop,
secular-style services.

In an effort to reach them and build abig audience, many
churches have discarded their hymnals and diluted their



Repenting: The Seven Deadly Sins of the Modern Church

message. They have traded their hymnals for song sheets
and overhead projectors, traded truth for therapy, and have
made preaching more psychological thanbiblical. Onewell-
known television preacher typifies many preachers today.
He said he doesn’t mention sin in his sermons because it’s
negative and people have enough negative in their lives
aready.

Asaresult of all this, we spend more time entertaining
the goats than we do in feeding the sheep. | like fun, easy
to sing choruses, but the purpose of music is not just to
make us feel good. Its primary purpose, according to the
apostle Paul, is to “teach and admonish” (Col. 3:16). If
that’sthe case, we better pay more attention to the text than
to the tune of what we sing.

| believe in preaching to people’'s needs. But, we need
to preach to their real needs, not just their felt needs. And
what people need is a message, not a massage. Preaching
iSto open our eyes, prick our conscience, and stir our hearts
toward God.

I know the church must change, but not too much and
not too fast. Since everythingischanging | think one of the
gloriesof the churchisthat it maintainsacommunity which
relates to the past.

The spirit of any age is always a mixture of truth and
falsehood. We go to church, in part, to receive truth that
transcendsthe age. The gospel isto speak to thisageand to
resist fiercely alot of the spirit of thisage. If our faithisnot
greater and wiser than the insight of a particular age, what
good isit?

We need to remember the words of Bishop Richard
Emory, “If you marry the fad of your generation you will
be awidow in the next.”

We need to recapture in worship what Martin Luther
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called “coram deo” — the sense of fear and awe in the
presence of God. To secularize worship and to trivialize
Godisasin.

Turning the Sheepfold into a Zoo

The second deadly sin of the modern church is
forgiveness without repentance. In an effort to grow big
churcheswe have watered down the gospel and are offering
salvation at bargain-basement prices. We have led people
tothink all they need doisbelieve, be baptized, and belong.

Theresult iswe are turning God's sheepfold into azoo.
Billy Sunday was right, “You can find anything in the
average church from a hummingbird to a turkey buzzard.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the Lutheran pastor who was
imprisoned by Hitler for his faith, wrote from prison his
classic, The Cost of Discipleship. In it he warned about
cheap grace. Cheap graceisgracewithout contrition, grace
without commitment.

| remind you that while salvation isfreeit is not cheap.
It cost Jesus hislife. And, it will cost you yours. We must
dieto self and to sin to be his disciple.

Peter put it succinctly, “Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out” (Acts 3:19).
He offered grace, but not cheap grace.

It comes down to this, you and your sins must part or
you and God cannot be friends. To offer forgiveness under
any other termsisto cheapen grace and that isa sin.

Filling the Church With Empty People

Thethird deadly sin of the modern church isevangelism
without discipleship. Dr. A. V. Washburn was once asked,
“When will Southern Baptists get over their obsession with
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numbers?’ He answered, “Never, | would devoutly pray!
Never — so long as we seek people for the glory of God!
Never — solong aswe reach peoplefor Bible study, for the
preaching of theword, for Christian training, for Christ and
his service!”

I, too, hope we never get over our obsession with
numbers. Evangelism has always been our hallmark. But,
in our quest for quantity we have sacrificed quality. Asa
result we have filled our churches with empty people. Our
people don’'t know what they believe or how to behave. We
Baptists today are many but we are not much.

Evangelism is only a part of the mission of the church.
Not everything that counts can be counted. We are also to
disciple people until they grow to “thefullness of the statue
of Christ.”

George Grant, in his book, Truth and Consequences,
wrote: “Christian men have especially fallen prey to the
spirit of the times. We don’t want anything to be terribly
demanding. We don’t want to deal with those things that
actually challenge our pet notions. We want cheap grace,
positive thinking, easy faith, we want Christian lite.”

Don’'t worry — be happy jingles seem to have replaced
the prepare-to-meet-thy-God refrain; the twel ve steps seem
to have replaced the one way.

Today it isfar better for aman to be witty than weighty,
we want soft-sell, we want relevance, we want an up-beat,
low-key, clever, motivational, friendly, informal, yuppified,
and abbreviated faith. No ranting, no raving, no Bible
thumping, no heavy commitments, no strings attached, no
muss, no fuss, we want the same salvation as in the old
time religion — but with half the hassle and a third less
guilt.

It isrooted in the dumbing-down and the easing-up of
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the demands of the gospel. It is rooted in the over-
simplification and the under-estimation of discipleship.

To evangelizewithout disciplingislikegiving birthto a
baby and leaving it on the steps of the hospital to fend for
itself. And, that’'sasin.

Impoverished by Wealth

Thefourth deadly sin of the modern churchisprosperity
without stewardship. St. ThomasA quinas supposedly once
visited the pope. As they toured the Vatican they came
eventually to the papal treasury. Viewing the vast wealth of
the church the pope said, “ See, Thomas, no longer must the
church say, ‘ Silver and gold have | none’” And, Thomas
replied, “Yes, and neither can it say, ‘Arise and walk.’”

Our prosperity hasimpoverished us. Likethe church at
Laodicia, we have become proud, self-sufficient, and
independent. And that’sasin.

What a contrast in what we say about ourselves and
what the Lord says about us. We say, “I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of nothing” (Rev. 3:17).
But he says, “Thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked.”

The giving of the modern church isdistressing. Itisa
well-known fact that 20 percent of the people give 80 percent
of the money. Recent surveys showed that the people who
do the giving in America are the very rich and the working
poor. The affluent are conspicuous only by their absence.

The IRS reports: “The higher the tax payer’s income,
thelesslikely heor sheistogive” Peoplewho earn between
$10-15,000 a year are ten times more likely to make
charitabl e contributions than people earning $50-100,000 a
year. We are robbing God and that’sasin.

Missionary statesman T. C. Studd set giving in



Repenting: The Seven Deadly Sins of the Modern Church

perspective when he said, “If Jesus Christ be God, and he
died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to
make for him.”

Dancing in the Aisles or Sleeping in the Pews

Thefifth deadly sin of the modern church is orthodoxy
without enthusiasm. It's possible for a church to be as
straight as a gun barrel theologically and as cold as a gun
barrel spiritually. And dead orthodoxy is just as bad as
shallow emotionalism.

We are like the church at Sardis. TheLord said, “ Thou
hast a name that thou livest but thou art dead” (Rev. 3:1).
They had the name but not the nature.

Names alone are not enough. In the Bronx, New York,
| saw a church named “ The Holy Temple Church in Christ
Jesus of the Apostolic Doctrine” If a name was enough
that church would have everything. But it met in a
dilapidated old building on a back street.

| don’t want to turn the church into a holy hootenanny,
but we do need to be excited and enthusiastic about what
we do. We need to be somewhere between dancing in the
aisles and sleeping in the pews. To do that we must be
alive, dynamic, enthusiastic, full of hope. After all, the
church is the body of Christ. How can we declare to the
world that he is alive and well if the church, his body, is
dull and dead?

To belistless and indifferent about God and hisword is
asn.

A Family in Disarray

The sixth deadly sin of the modern church is
organization without unity. We Baptists are the most
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organizational minded people in the world. Anytime you
get three Baptists together they want to elect officers. But
organization alone is not enough. In hispriestly prayer for
usour Lord prayed that we would be one (John 17:21). He
never prayed that we would be organized. He did pray that
we would be unified.

The central message of the Bible is that God is love.
But how can we declare to the world that God islove when
wedo not love one another? Weliveinanincredibly hostile
environment. We need each other. An editorial from North
East India appeared in the “BWA news.” Regrettably, it
describes the sad situation within too many Christian
communities today.

Instead of casting nets into the deep, we cast stones at
one another. Instead of extending helping hands, we point
accusing fingers. Instead of being fishers of the lost, we
becomecriticsof thesaved. Rather than helping the hurting,
we hurt the helpers. And sadly, the poor go unfed, the
confused go uncounseled, and the lost go unreached.

One of the seven deadly sins Solomon namesis* sowing
discord” among the brethren. The word “discord” means
“to quarrel, to be contentious, to create strife.” Todothatis
asin— adeadly sin.

John R. Mott, the founder of the YMCA, said, “The
price we have paid for a divided Christendom is an
unbelieving world.”

The Statue of Responsibility

The seventh deadly sin of the churchisprivilege without
responsibility. Thelate Bishop Fulton Sheen oncesaid, “We
have a statue of liberty on the east coast. We now need a
statue of responsibility on the west coast.”

It is strange, | think, that many who stand up so
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vigorously for their rights, fall down so miserably on their
duties. There are privileges in the Christian life. One of
these is the priesthood of the believer. That means each of
us has direct access to God, in prayer and to confess sin,
and that we are competent to interpret scriptures for
ourselves.

What awonderful privilege! But there is another side
to priesthood. TheLatinword for priestis*pontifex” which
literally means “a bridge builder.” We not only have the
privilege of approaching God for ourselves, we also have a
responsibility to build bridges between men and God.
Through prayer, through personal witnessing, through godly
living, we are to bring men to God. To claim the privileges
of priesthood without accepting the responsibilitiesisasin.

Now my text: “For the time has come when judgment
must begin at the house of God” (1 Peter 4:17). The Greek
word trandated “judgment” istheword “krima,” fromwhich
we get theword “criminal.” It meansto call into question,
to investigate, to pass sentence.

If we would win our state we must clean up our act, set
our house in order, and judge ourselves before the Lord
judges us. I’'m not talking about powdering the nose on a
corpse. I’'m talking about radical surgery.

The captain of the Titanic refused to believe that the
ship was in trouble until water was ankle deep in the mail
room. Then it was too late. Water has been in the mail
room of the church for along time. But, it's not too late.
God isgiving ustime and now isthetime. . .

It'stime to put less whoopee and more “woe-issme” in
worship.

It'stimeto say to people, “You and your sins must part
or you and God cannot be friends.”

It'stimeto stop dipping people and leaving them to drip-
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dry in the baptistry. We must win them and then walk with
them until we wean them from the milk of the word.

It's time to move from the realm of the superficial to
the realm of the sacrificial in our giving.

It'stime to preach as though never to preach again. As
adying man to dying men.

It'stimeto stop throwing rocksand start throwing ropes.

It's time to stop standing up for our rights while we're
sitting down on our responsibilities.

In short, the time has come when judgment must begin
at the house of God.



Chapter 3

Praying:
TheAll Importance of Prayer
1 Timothy 2:1-8

As | parked in front of a bookstore in Del Rio, Texas,
years ago, | noticed asign on the door that said “ Closed.” |
walked up to the door to see what time the store opened,
and as | approached the “Closed” sign, | noticed a line
printed above it and a line below it. The line above read,
“Theearsof our Father arenever .. .” thentheword“ Closed”
... and below it the line, “To the prayers of his children.”

So, what appeared to be an ordinary “ Closed” sign was
actually an openinvitation to prayer. There are many such
invitationsin the Bible. The Lord said, through Jeremiah,
“Call onmeand | will answer thee and show thee great and
mighty things which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3).

And, Jesus said, “Ask and it shall be given, seek and ye
shall find, knock and it shall be open unto you. For everyone
that asketh receiveth and he that seeketh findeth, and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8).

TheBiblenot only containsinvitationsto prayer, it also
contains admonitionsto prayer. Thereasonis, prayer isat
the heart of apersonal relationship with God. Prayer isnot
just away of getting thingsfrom God. Itisaway of getting
toknow God. Prayer istalkingto God and you cannot have
apersona relationship with a person you do not talk to.

You can have an intellectual relationship with the Lord
without prayer. That is, you can believein himasahistorical
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person and never talk to him. You can have an institutional
relationship with the Lord without prayer. That is, you can
belong to the church, attend the church, and even work in
the church without talking to the Lord. And, you can have
asocial relationship with the Lord without prayer. That is,
you can find your circle of friends among those who believe
in and follow the Lord. But, you cannot have a personal
relationship with him unless you pray, and the more you
pray, the deeper your relationship grows.

One of the placeswherewe are admonished to pray is1
Timothy 2:1-8. In these verses Paul tells us that
supplications and prayers and intercessions and the giving
of thanks should be madefor al men. Then he gets specific.
We should pray for kings and all that are in authority.

The reason is so we can live quiet and peaceable lives.
It isin that climate that people are most apt to hear and
receive the gospel. And, it is the will of God that al be
saved.

Then he reminds us that there is one God and one
mediator between God and man, the man Jesus Christ, who
gave hislifefor our sinson the cross.

Paul closes thisadmonition by saying, “1 will therefore
that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without
wrath and doubting” (1 Tim. 2:8).

If we would win our state we must begin to pray like
that. We must readlize the all importance of prayer and
practiceit. Four particular truths emerge from this passage:

 Weareto pray in al ways.

*  Weareto pray for al men.

* Weareto pray with all confidence.

* Weareto pray in all places.
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Under standing Prayer

First, we should pray in all ways. Paul said, “I exhort
therefore, that, first of all, that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for al men.”
Each one of those words helps us understand something
about prayer. Supplications are requests. It suggests the
ideaof need. So, prayer isasking God for what you need.
The word “prayers’ carries with it the idea of praise. So,
prayer ispraising God for who heis. Intercessionsare pleas
inbehalf of others. So, prayer isentreating God for someone
else. And, giving thanksis expressing gratitude, so prayer
is thanking God for what he has done.

So, prayer is asking God for what you need, praising
God for who heis, thanking God for what he has done, and
beseeching God for other people.

Jesus, in his prayer life, prayed in al these ways. He
made supplications in the Garden of Gethsemane when he
prayed, “ Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me.
Nevertheless, not my will but thine be done” (Matt. 26:39).
His prayer was an expression of need in his own life.

But Jesusdidn’t just ask for thingsfor himself. Healso
praised the name of God. As he faced the cross he said,
“Now is my soul troubled; and what shall | say? Father,
save me from thishour: but for this cause came | unto this
hour. Father, glorify thy name” (John 12:27-28). It was
when he said that that God spoke from heaven and said,
“Thisismy beloved Son, inwhom | amwell pleased” (Matt.
3:17). So Jesus not only asked for some things he needed,
but he praised God for who he was.

And Jesus prayed for other people. Hesaid to hisfriend
Peter, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat: but | have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22:31-32). He not only



Praying: The All Importance of Prayer

asked for things for himself, but he got outside himself and
prayed for others.

And the prayers of Jesus were filled with expressions
of thanksgiving. Before he broketheloavesand distributed
the fish to the multitudes he gave thanksto God (John 6:11).
In the upper room, before he poured the cup, he gave thanks
to God (Luke 22:17). Repeatedly inthe scripturesthereare
occasions when Jesus thanked God for the things he had
done and things he had not done (Matt. 11:25).

So, inhisprayer life Jesus asked God for what he needed,
praised God for who he was, thanked God for what he had
done, and beseeched God for other people. That’sthe way
Jesus prayed and that’s the way we ought to pray.

If God is your father and you are his child, it is not
wrongto ask himfor things. 1t'sokay to make supplications
to God. But don’t limit your prayer lifeto just asking God
for things. Learn to praise God for who heis.

In addition to asking for thingsfor yourself, get outside
yourself and think about other people. Remember to pray
for them and the needsin their lives.

And your prayer life ought to include thanksgiving.
Most of uswould be far more effective in our prayer lifeif
wewould yank out afew groans and shovein afew shouts.
No matter what's going on in your life you can alwaysfind
something to be thankful for. Warren Bennett said, “On the
worst day of my life | could think of ten things | could be
thankful for.”

A little girl and her brother, walking across a pasture,
were charged by a mad bull. Because she was older and
bigger, the sister was able to climb the nearest tree, but
Johnny ran for the fence. Perched on a limb, the sister
screamed out her advice, “ Run, Johnny! Run!” Asheneared
the fence, she yelled, “Slide, Johnny! Slide!” Hedid, but
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his pants became caught in the barbed wire. Her last bit of
advicewas, “Pray, Johnny! Pray!” Theonly prayer Johnny
had ever heard was his father repeating grace at mealtime,
but the bull was closing in fast and he needed to do
something, so he used his daddy’s prayer, “Lord, we thank
thee for that which we are about to receive.”

So even when you're caught by the seat of the pants,
there is something you can be thankful for.

If we are ever going to be effective in our prayer life,
we must learn to pray in all of these ways.

Respecting Authority

Second, we should pray for al men. The Lord wants
al mento be saved and knowsthat the gospel can go forward
best in peaceful times, so we pray for al men, especially
our leaders, so that we might live in peace so the gospel can
go forward.

Who is God talking about when he says*“all men?’ Let
me suggest some of the people we should pray for.

Weshould pray for thesick. Thesick were often brought
to Jesus. Hedidn't pray for them, but he touched them and
healed them. James wrote, “Is any sick among you? Let
him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And
the prayer of faith shall savethe sick” (James 5:14-15).

We ought to pray for little children. Parents brought
their children to Jesus that he might touch them and pray
for them (Matt. 19:13). They wanted Jesus to put his hand
on the head of their child and bless the child. As Jesus
prayed for little children, we ought to pray for little children.

We ought to pray for our friends. In his high priestly
prayer, Jesussaid, “| pray for them: | pray not for theworld
but for them which thou hast given me.. . . | pray not that
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thou shouldest take them out of the world but that thou
shouldest keep them from evil . . . Sanctify them through
thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:9, 15, 17). Jesus
prayed for hisfriends and so should we.

We are to pray for our enemies. On the cross Jesus
prayed, “ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do.” And he taught us, “Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you” (Matt. 5:44). Chances
are, if you pray for your enemies, it won't be long until
they won't be enemiesanymore. They will beyour friends.
Jesus prayed for his enemies and so should we.

We ought to pray for laborers. Jesus looked on the
masses of people and said to his disciples, “The harvest
truly isplenteous, but the laborersarefew; pray yetherefore
the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth laborersinto
hisharvest” (Matt. 9:37-38). Theword“send” intheorigina
language means “to thrust,” “to hurl forth.” It isthe same
word that is used on occasions to describe Jesus casting
demons out of people. That was often aviolent act. Jesus
was saying, “You pray that there shall come such an
irresistible appeal to the hearts of people that they cannot
help but go out and evangelize theworld.” Jesus prayed for
workers and so should we.

Paul then mentioned specifically that we should pray
for “kings, and for all that arein authority.” 1 am concerned
about the growing inclination among us to despise
government and detest those who govern. It isatrend for
almost everyone to bash leaders and it is seriously eroding
public respect for government.

| realize that those who govern are capable of shameful
misconduct and can be wasteful, extravagant, incompetent,
and dishonest. And government almost always stands in
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need of correction and improvement. But government is
not inherently evil and not all politicians are crooked.

We ought to critique our political leaders. We ought to
writethem and expressour viewsto them. We most certainly
ought to vote. But arising tide of animosity and hostility
toward government threatens to undermine the desire and
ability of anyone to govern.

There are several basics we need to understand. We
must have people in authority in our nation, our state, our
local community, our schools, and our churches. Thereare
some things that only government can do if we are to have
an orderly society. Among these are such things as public
safety, public education, criminal justice, and military
defense. So there must be leadership.

Nobody can please everybody. No preacher can please
his congregation all thetime. No mayor can please hiscity
all thetime. No governor can please his state al the time.
No president can please hisnation all thetime. No one can
please everyone all the time.

We ought to critique our leaders. We ought to commend
our leaders. And, for sure, we ought to vote. But, prayer is
the best way for usto affect leadership. I'll probably never
be invited to the White House. If | write a letter to the
president hewill never read it. If | called him | couldn’t get
through to him. But | am not helpless in affecting what
happens in the White House or in the state house, because
I’ve got a means of getting through that is more effective
than an invitation or aletter or atelephone call. | can pray
and that is what scripture tells usto do.

L et meoffer you asuggestion. The next time somebody
starts bashing our political leaders, why don’t you say to
them, “You know, that concerns me, too. Infact, | prayed
about that today.” Can you imagine what would happen if
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all across our land God's people started praying every day
for those who are in authority?

Just imagine the doors of opportunity to witness that
might open to your friends if you did this. But, you may
say, many of our politicians are not honorable. Well, ook
at some of the authorities in power when Paul wrote these
words. Herod wastheking. He seduced his half-brother’s
wife and had John the Baptist beheaded.

Felix was the governor of Judea. He kept Paul locked
up in prison for two years when he knew he was innocent.
He kept him in prison hoping to get a bribe to release him.

Nero was the emperor. He was one of the most
despicable men who ever lived. Hekilled his own mother.
He murdered his own wife. He had his half-brother put to
death. Toward the end of hisfourteen year reign he burned
the city of Rome and blamed it on Christians.

Tradition tellsusthat he would have Christiansimpaled
on stakes, then covered with pitch, and used them as human
torchesfor hisgardens. And hewrapped Christiansinfresh
animal skins and set hiswild dogs on them, just for the joy
of seeing them torn to pieces. When Nero died the people
danced in the streets.

Withrulerslikethat Paul said we ought to pray for those
who arein authority. Thereasonissowecanlivequiet and
peaceablelives, so that the gospel can have the best climate
in which to grow, because God wants all men to be saved,
to come to a knowledge of the truth.

Just One Between

Third, we ought to pray in all confidence. Paul writes,
“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus” (v. 5). Thereisjust one person
who stands between usand God — Jesus Christ, who gave
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hislife aransom for all.

Jesus said, “Whatsoever you shall ask in my name, that
will I do.” That’swhy we end our prayers with the phrase,
“We pray thisin Jesus name.” We don't approach God in
our own name. We come in the name of Jesus. And when
we approach God through Jesus, God pays attention.

| receive alot of callsin my work. People want to sell
me something, want to invest for us, want a job. Often
before they call me they have one of my friends write or
call and ask me to see them.

Others write and say they are a friend of a friend of
mine. They approach me through afriend.

If a person really wants to get through to me al they
have to do is say they are afriend of one of my children. |
really pay attention then.

While it's not exactly the same way with God, you at
least get theidea. When we come to God through his son,
Jesus Christ, God pays attention. As Billy Sunday said,
“When | go in the name of Jesus Christ, God will stop
making worlds to hear me” That’s why we can pray with
all confidence.

Can You Hear Him?

Finally, we are to pray in al places. Paul says, “I will
therefore that men pray every where” Where are we to
pray? At home, in the church, in the car, in the work place,
in school. Yes, aslong as there are tests, people are going
to pray in school.

Weareto pray in hospitalsand in restaurants. We ought
to pray everywhere. But we will pray best if we have a
quiet place. Bill Watkins, founder of Watkins Motor Lines,
Inc. of Lakeland, Florida, tells: “One evening when | was
complaining about a particularly tough problem in my
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trucking business, my sister asked, ‘ Have you prayed about
it, Bill?

‘Sure, | quickly replied. ‘Whenever | can!

“You mean “catch as catch can,” don’'t you? she said,
knowing | was constantly on the run between work and home
and any number of other things. ‘The Lord can hear me
just aswell when I'm running,” | answered.

“Yes, she said, ‘but can you hear him?”

We are to pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, Paul
says. That was the posture of the Jews in prayer. But the
emphasisis not on the posture, but on “holy hands.”

It was as if the worshipper was saying, “God, look at
my hands. My hands are clean!” It is essential that we
come to God with a clean heart. “Who shall ascend into
the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place?
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully” (Ps.
24:3-4).

And Isaiah wrote, “Behold, the Lord's hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it
cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:1-2).

We ought to pray without wrath, without anger in our
hearts. General James Oglethorpe said to John Wesley, “I
never forgive.” Wedley said, “Well sir, then | hopeyou never
sin” If wedon't forgive those who sin against us, God will
not forgive us.

And we ought to pray without doubting. We must pray
in faith.

| went back to the bookstore in Del Rio later that day
and the owners had turned the “ Closed” sign around so that
it now said “Open.” As| walked up to the door | noticed a
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line above the word “Open” and another below. The one
above said, “ Jesuswantsyou to . . .” and down below read,
“Your heart to him.”

That’sthemessageweneed. God'searsare never closed
tothe prayersof hischildren. And, Jesuswantsyou to open
your heart to him. We are to pray in all ways. We are to
pray for all men. We are to pray with all confidence. We
areto pray in al places.






Chapter 4

Weeping:
The Tear s of Jesus

Luke 19:41

Many yearsago therewasamedical missionary inAfrica
named George Harley. He built asmall clinic and achapel
next to it. Very quickly the natives started coming to the
hospital but for somereason they refused to go to the church.
For the better part of four yearsthe only people who entered
that chapel were Dr. and Mrs. Harley and their young son.

One day, though, Harley’s son fell off aledge and hit
his head on a sharp rock. The missionary ran to the
youngster’s side, but he could not save the boy’s life. A
casket was made for the lad from old shipping crates and a
memorial service planned. Only the two missionaries
attended, and not aword was spoken. Let Dr. Harley finish
the account in his own words:

| could not speak, | could not pray, so finally |
just picked up the casket and put it on my shoulder
and started to carry it out to the place where he
would be buried.

As we walked along the road, a man came alongside
and asked, “ Great Father, what do you have in that box?” |
replied, “It's my son. He died last night.” Then the man
took one end of the casket and | took the other, and we
carried it to the graveside where | broke down completely,
and began to cry, “Why, God, why?’

The man looked at me and then ran back to the village
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with the announcement, shouting it from house to house,

“The Great Father cries, just likeus. The Great Father cries,

just like us”
Then they came running from all directions and
put their arms around us, and tried to comfort us.
And from that time on, every time we had a
service in the chapel, those who were not in the
clinic werein the chapel. And that’s how we
finally got through. But oh, the cost.

Nothing shows our humanity, our heartache, or our hurt
quite like tears. That's why we're not surprised to read of
Jesus, “And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and
wept over it” (Luke 19:41).

Jesus was coming to the city of Jerusalem for the last
time. He had been among the people for three and a half
years, preaching, teaching, and performing all kinds of
miracles. He had made the blind to see, the deaf to hear,
the lame to walk, and even raised the dead. But now the
end had come. Injust afew days he would be crucified by
the people he came to save in this city he came to save.

A great crowd accompanied him, praising God and
singing hosannas as the prophet had said. Ashe came over
the crest of Mount Olivet he had afull and magnificent view
of the city. The city had been founded by David, the king
of Israel, over 1,000 years earlier and was the center of the
religious world.

When he saw the city, Luke tells us, he wept over it.
This is one of three times the scriptures record that Jesus
wept. He wept at the grave of his friend Lazarus (John
11:35). He wept in the Garden of Gethsemane as he
agonized over the cross (Heb. 5:7; Matt. 26:39, 53). And
here he weeps over the city of Jerusalem.

The verb “wept” used here denotes a loud expression
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of grief. At the grave of Lazarus he wept silently. Here he
weeps openly and unashamedly.

Why did he weep? He did not weep for himself. He
had long lived his life under the shadow of the cross. He
had even told his disciplesthat he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things at the hands of the religious |eaders and
bekilled (Matt. 16:21). Now that time had come. Heknew
that ahead was the agony of Gethsemane, the mockery and
shame of atrial, the crown of thorns, the nailsin his hands
and feet, and the spear in hisside. But none of this moved
him.

Hewept not for himself but for the city. Thesewere not
the tears of afailed conqueror; they were not the tears of a
defeated leader; they werethetearsof aloving savior. They
were tears of sympathy for what he saw.

The cup of Israel’siniquity was now full. Themercy of
God was exhausted. This was the day and the hour of her
last opportunity. She had been blinded by prejudice and
hardened by ignorance, and now all that remained was the
judgment of God. His tears represent the attitude of his
soul toward alost city and alost world. Hewept then ashe
weeps now over alost world.

Why did he weep? He wept over the condition of men.
He saw the city lost in the darkness of sin and unbelief.
They werereligious, but lost. They were without God and
without hope in the world. And seeing that, he wept.

He wept over the destiny of men. He saw them under
thewrath of God. The cup of their snwasfull. Themercy
of God was exhausted. Judgment was approaching.
Jerusalem, in al of its pride and splendor, would perish. In
a few years the Roman legions under the command of
Emperor Tituswould besiege and destroy thecity. Thisact
of God’s judgment upon a rebellious people would be
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symbolic of the wider judgment that was to come. And
because he knew that, he wept.

He wept over the response of men. He saw them in
hardness and unbelief rejecting their last and only hope.
He was the light of the world, but they would extinguish
that light. He was the water of life, but they would spew
him out of their mouth. He was the lamb of God, but he
would be dlain by them. And so he wept.

What he saw that day broke his heart and brought tears
to hiseyes. He looked at the souls of unbelieving people
and tears began to flow. Nothing, | say nothing, save the
crossitself showsthe humanity and the heart of Christ quite
like the savior weeping over the city of Jerusalem. If you
ever doubt the compassion of Christ and the love of God
for you and for our world, look at our savior weeping over
an unbelieving and rejecting city.

He wept then and he weeps now. And there is enough
injustice in the world to cause all of usto weep — crime,
poverty, racism and abuse. If we would win our state we
must have aheart like his. To paraphraseL. R. Scarborough,
“We must have more weeping if we want more reaping in
thechurch.” Andto quote CharlesG. Finney, “It isdoubtful
we will ever have revival until Mr. Amen and Mr. Wet Eye
are back in church again.”

We have lost much of that compassion today. Leon
Vorpahl told me, “We spend moretimein our churchestoday
praying to keep sick saints out of heaven than we do to
keep thelost sinnersout of hell.” Itisright that we pray for
thesick. But until our hearts are so moved over thelostness
of men that we weep for them, they are not likely to be
saved.

Why did the savior weep then? Why does he weep now?
Why should we weep? He weeps, and we should weep:
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*  Over the condition of men
*  Over the destiny of men
*  Over the response of men

Breaking the Law and Breaking HisHeart

First, we should weep over the condition of men. When
our Lord looked at the city of Jerusalem, he saw men aslost
in the darkness of sin and unbelief. The word “lost” is
perhaps the saddest word in the English language. Many
things can belost. A child can belost. Your health can be
lost. Your reputation can be lost. Your fortune can be lost.
But the greatest of all losses is to lose your soul. Jesus
asked, “What isaman profited if he gains the whole world
and loses his own soul? And what can a man give in
exchange for his soul ?’

What does it mean to be lost? Jesus told a story that
gives us the answer. It was the story of aboy who said to
his father, “ Give me my part of the family inheritance and
I’ll get out of your house and out of your hair forever.”
Reluctantly his father agreed and the boy went into the far
country where he wasted his inheritance in wild living.
When everything was gone and he began to be in want, he
realized the error of hisway and resolved to go back home.

When the father saw him coming, he ran to meet him,
and said to his servants, “This, my son, was dead and is
alive again; hewaslost and isfound” (Luke 15:1-24).

Jesus told this parable to help us understand both the
loving heart of God and what it meansto belost. To belost
IS to be away from the father. It isto be without God and
without hope in the world. It isto be lost to hope, lost to
happiness, lost to holiness, lost to heaven, lost to him.

And, every person, every man, every woman, every
young person, without Jesus Christ islost. Listento God's
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word: “All we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned
every one to his own way” (Is. 53:6); “There is not a just
man upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not” (Ecc.
7:20). | assume that includes you! And, again, “All have
sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

David declared, “If thou, Lord, shouldest mark
iniquities, oh Lord, who shall stand?” (Ps. 130:3). The
original word for “mark” in the Hebrew means “to write
out.” It is a bookkeeping term that means to enter into a
ledger. If God should mark in the ledger book of eternity
all of our sins and hold them against us, none of us could
ever stand before him.

Not everyone, of course, understands this. Recently,
former Texas governor Ann Richards spoke to a group of
women about her victory over acoholism. | admire her
courage and her candidnessin doing that, but in her speech
she said something terribly wrong. She said, “Down deep
in our hearts we are better than we think we are.”

The Lord would never agree with that. He said through
hisprophet Jeremiah, “ The heart isdeceitful aboveall things,
and desperately (incurably) wicked: who can know it?’
(Jer. 17:9).

We are not better than wethink weare. We are not even
asgood aswethink we are. We areworsethanwethink we
are. We are in rebellion against God and don’t even
recognize it.

What issin? Sinisnot just breaking the law of God, it
is breaking the heart of God. Itisaraised hand, aclenched
fist, adap in the face of God.

But for our world lost in sin, | have good news. There
iIsmore lovein God than sinin us. The tears of Jesus and
the death of Jesus on Calvary’s cross revea the extent to
which God will go to forgive our sins (Rom. 5:6-8). They
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are the most dramatic reminders of God's unmerited and
unending grace. That is why we call the day of his
crucifixion “Good Friday.”

That iswhy we call the gospel “ Good News.”

God’s Great Compliment

Second, we should weep over the destiny of men.
Several yearsago | visited the city of Hiroshima, Japan, the
city where the first atomic bomb was dropped August 6,
1945. | wasjust eleven yearsold at that time, and though |
understood what had happened, | did not fully realize the
devastation it wrought until | read about it years |ater.

One hundred thousand people were killed that day.
Sixty-two thousand of the 90,000 buildingsin the city were
destroyed. And it was estimated that temperatures at the
center of the blast rose to heights of 6,000 degrees. The
world had never witnessed such devastation.

Asl stood onahigh hill overlooking that vast city which
by that time had been rebuilt, my mind raced back across
the years to the heartache and devastation the people of
Hiroshimasuffered. | wasovercome by emotionand | began
to weep. | did not know a single person who had been
killed or injured in the bombing, but my heart went out to
them and the tears came unbidden.

This day Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem because
he saw an approaching tragedy worse than that. In afew
years Roman legions, under the command of Titus, emperor
of theempire, would besiegethecity and level it. Thetemple
would be burned down and only thewestern wall, later called
the Wailing Wall, would remain standing. It would be an
act of divinejudgment on the Jewish nation for their rgjection
and crucifixion of the Messiah. According to Josephus,
over a million people would be slaughtered and 100,000
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would be taken captive. After this the Jewish nation as a
theocracy would be blotted out of existence.

But Jesus saw beyond that. He saw this as symbolic of
God'’s eternal judgment upon sin. He saw where these
peoplewere going when they died, and that stirred hisheart.
It should stir our heart also.

Do you realize that all people without Jesus Christ are
under thejudgment of God? Every man, woman, and young
person apart from Jesus Christ is headed for an eternity
without God.

There is an insidious belief abroad in our world today
called universalism. Itisthebelief that all peoplewill goto
heaven, that all spiritual roads lead to God. But don’t you
believeit.

Our instincts tells us that life does not end at the grave.
We believe because we can’t help it that there is a life
beyond. All people everywhere believe that.

Logic tells us that not all people are going to the same
place. | cannot believe that Mother Theresa and Madonna
will suffer the samefate. | can't believethat Billy Graham
and Sadaam Hussein are going to the same place. If so,
there is no justice in the universe and thus there is no
meaning in life.

And revelation tells us where people are going. Listen
to Jesus, “Enter ye in at the straight gate: for wide is the
gate, and broad is the way that |eadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: because straight isthe
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it” (Matt. 7:13-14).

Therearetwo roadsin life and two destiniesin eternity.
Everyoneis on one of those two roads and will wind up in
one of those two destinations.

“But,” you say, “God would never allow a person to go
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tohell.” Which God are you talking about? The God of the
Bible or the God you have conjured up in your imagination.
The God of the Bible is a consuming fire. The scriptures
tells us, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.” The scriptures tell us, “It is appointed unto
men once to die and after that the judgment.” You must
either take hisword for it or you take a chance.

C. S. Lewissaid, “ There are two kinds of peoplein the
world. Thosewho say to God, ‘ Thy will bedone,’ and those
to whom God says, ‘ Thy will be done.””

“Hell,” wrote G. K. Chesterton, “is God’s great
complement to thereality of human freedom and the dignity
of human personality.”

God so respectsyour right to choosethat he would never
force you to believe in him or to follow him. He speaksto
us, convicts us, pleads with us, but he never forcesus. He
simply stands at our heart’s door to knock. He desires
admission but he will never make aforcible entry.

But to people under judgment | have good news. The
world says, “You made your bed, lieinit” But our Lord
says, “ Takeup your bed and walk.” Your sinscan beforgiven
and you can begin your journey to heaven today. You can
put your faith and trust in the savior who weeps for you.

Despised and Rejected of Men

Third, we should weep over the response of men. Jesus
had visited the city of Jerusalem frequently. He had
demonstrated to the people over and over that he was the
Messiah, the son of God. But every visit brought with it
increased opposition from the religious leaders. By now
the people had become so hardened and blinded in their
rebellion that they would not believe. They would reject
him finally and ultimately. Seeing that, he wept.
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We should not be surprised at that. The prophet Isaiah,
seeing into the future as though it had already happened,
said of the Messiah, “He was despi sed and rejected of men”
(Is. 53:3).

He was rejected by the inn keeper. When his parents
came to Bethlehem they were told there was no room for
themin theinn. Hewasregected by the king. When news
of his birth came to Herod, he ordered all male babies two
years of age and younger to be put to death. Hewasreected
by hishometown. The people of Nazareth said, “Isthisnot
the carpenter, the son of Joseph?’ (Mark 6:3). And hecould
do no mighty works because of their unbelief. And hewas
rejected by hisnation. Listen to John, the apostle, “He came
unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many
asreceived him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believed on hisname” (John 1:11-
12).

But, I’vegot good newsfor arejecting world, “ The stone
which the buildersrejected, the same is become the head of
the corner” (Luke 20:17). Peter declared on the day of
Pentecost, having preached the death, burial, and
resurrection of our Lord, “Therefore let al the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made this same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts2:36).

The same one rejected was the same one resurrected.
The one nailed to the cross is now hailed as the Christ.
Rejection is never easy to take. Some of you have gone
through divorcesyou did not want. That’sakind of rejection.
Some of you were terminated from jobs you wanted to keep.
That's aform of rgection. Some of you parents have had
your children turn their backs on your values. That’saway
of rgjection. And some children never seem to be able to
please their parents. That's atype of rgection. And they
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al hurt. Rejection always hurts and it hurt Jesus.

But though we have rgjected him, he will not rgject us
if we come to him. Listen to the promise of acceptance
from the Lord: “He that cometh unto me | will in no wise
cast out” (John 6:37). No one need ever fear rejection by
him. He offers full and unquestioned acceptance to those
who repent and believe.

Will you come to him today? Will you trust him as
your savior? Will you look upon the weeping savior and
know that he loves you not only enough to weep over you,
but enough to die for you. If we are to win our state then
we need to weep for all the lost as Jesus wept.

Spurgeon wrote what ought to be the heartbeat of every
one of us.

What the hand isto the lute,
What the breath is to the flute,
What is fragrance to the smell,
What the spring isto the well,
What the flower is to the bee,
That is Jesus Christ to me.

What the mother isto the child,
What the guide in pathless wild,
What is oil to troubled way;,

What isransomto the slave,
What is water to the sea,

That’ s what Jesus Christ isto me.






Chapter 5

Witnessing:
The Best Way to Witness
Luke 5:27-32

Shortly after | became a Christian, my church had a
week-long study of the book, Every Christian’s Job by C.
E. Matthews, thefirst director of evangelism for the Southern
Baptist Convention. It was a study of soul winning. So,
early in my Christian life | realized that winning othersto
Christ was not to be | eft to the preachers alone. It was my
responsibility, also.

The early church understood this and apparently the
biblical writers did not feel any necessity to urge the new
convertsto witness. Evangelism just happened. It wasthe
natural result of conversion.

There are many different kinds of evangelism. Thereis
mass evangelism. John the Baptist and Simon Peter at
Pentecost used thismethod. And Billy Graham usesit today.

Thereisorganized evangelism. Jesus sent out of thetwelve
(Matt. 10:1-42), and later the 70 (Luke 10:1-17). Hetold
them whereto go, what to take, what to say, what to expect,
and how to deal with rejection asthey went from village to
village.

Thereisliterary evangelism. John’s purposein writing
his gospel was that people might believe that Jesus is the
Christ (John 20:31).

In our day we have added some new methods of
evangelism — things like televangelism, and even bumper
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sticker evangelism. | saw a bumper sticker the other day
that posed an interesting question: “Where will you spend
eternity? Smoking or non-smoking?’

But by far the most effective method of evangelism was
and still is personal evangelism, one person telling another
about Christ. Tony Campolo hasawonderful word for those
who are “awed” by mass meetings. He reminds us that
people are won to Christ the same way an insurance agent
sellsinsurance— oneonone. “If you look at peopleeyeball
to eyeball, they’'ll say, ‘Yes!”

The road to hell is a gradual slope. Most people on it
don’'t even sensethey are going downhill. 1f wewould save
our state we must return to this one-on-one, face-to-face
kind of evangelism.

One of the best examplesof such evangelismin scripture
is Matthew. Immediately after Jesus called him to be his
disciple, he gave a great feast at his home and invited his
tax collector friends so they could meet hisnew friend, Jesus,
also (Luke 5:27-32). Thisisevangelism at its best!

Tax collectors were among the most despised peopl e of
Jesus day. They were classified along with robbers,
murderers, and harlots. And for agood reason. Palestine,
at that time, was occupied territory. It had been conquered
and was ruled by the Romans. Tax collectors had taken
service under the Roman government; and therefore were
regarded as renegades and traitors.

The taxation system lent itself to abuse. The Roman
custom was to farm out its taxes. It assessed a district a
certain figure, and then sold the right to collect the taxes
withinit to the highest bidder. So long asthe buyer handed
over the assessed figure at theend of theyear, hewasentitled
to retain whatever else he could extract from the people;
and sincetherewas no way of making public announcements
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which would reach everyone, the common man had no idea
of what he had to pay. So, the unsuspecting public was
often forced to pay exorbitant taxes and they could do
nothing about it. Tax collectors were so despised that they
were barred from the synagogues by the Jews.

Matthew was such a man, and when he realized Jesus
was the savior he broke with Rome, gave up hissinful life,
and becameafollower of Christ. Then, out of deep gratitude,
he gave afeast in Jesus honor and invited his fellow tax-
collectors and other outcast friends to meet Jesus. It was
Matthew’ sfirst instinct to share the wonder he had found in
Jesus Christ.

The Pharisees who saw it were filled with indignation.
They wanted to know why Jesus would associate with the
riffraff of the world. Hisanswer isclassic: “They that are
whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. | came
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke
5:31-32).

Matthew’s effort shows us the best way to witness:

» Heteaches us the best technigque to use.

» Heteaches us the best testimony to give.

* Heteaches usthe best time to start.

And, if we would win our state, we need to follow his
example.

Building Bridges of Friendship

First, Matthew teaches us the best technique to use in
witnessing. He started with hiscircle of friends. Isn’t that
what you would expect? When we have aparty to celebrate
some event in our life, when we have good news to share,
when we have been somepl ace enjoyabl e, found something
helpful, experienced something meaningful, thefirst people
we want to share it with are our friends.
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It isthe most natural thing in the world to immediately
share good thingswith those we care about. That’swhy the
best and most natural way to witness is to share the gospel
with our friends.

Everyone who studiesin the field of evangelism agrees
on this. George Barna, who spends his time studying how
to make churches more effective, said his research shows
that most peoplewho accept Christ areled to that conversion
experience by the witness of another person — usualy a
friend. Hefound that personal relationships produce twice
as many converts as do sermons, church services, and
evangelistic events.

Barna doesn’t poo-poo preaching. “Many who are led
to Christ by friends,” he acknowledges, “had also been
exposed to great preaching, which encouraged them to take
seriously the claims of Christ” But, “relying exclusively
or even primarily upon preaching hinders his spirit. We
must equip the saints to do the work of evangelism. Even
without a public platform, they may be the most effective
preachers of all.”

Barna asked the question, “Which is more effective at
bringing souls into the kingdom of God — a hell-fire and
brimstone sermon or a calm conversation over a backyard
fence?’

Then hegivesustheanswer: If you are concerned about
theeterna salvation of your neighbor, hang around thefence.
Personal witnessing isindisputably the most effective means
of reaching people for Christ.

Why isthistrue? It isbecause personal witnessing builds
upon an established relationship, which means that the
recommendation or invitation springs from a credible
source. More often than not, if the person being invited has
an interest in the church, the mere fact that the church has
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been endorsed by atrusted friend or an associate is sufficient
to cause them to visit the church.

And, we al haveacircleof friends. Dr. Rollo May has
said that each of us encounters from 500 to 2,500
acquaintances every year. These are not friends; they are
peoplewho crossour lives. We know their names; we greet
them, and may have a brief conversation with them, but
they are only acquaintances.

A friend is someone with whom we share a common
bond. They are people we value, we make time for, we
pray for, we cry with, and have fun with. They include our
relatives, business associates, class mates, and neighbors.

We never know what a friendship can do in the family
of God. T. W. Wilson, Grady Wilson, and Billy Graham,
were North Carolinaboyswho werefriends. They brought
one another to the Lord. Think what that friendship has
meant to the kingdom of God. Significant things can happen
when we bring our friends to God's house.

You will, of course, encounter indifference. Many are
lost and do not seem to care. And you may be tempted to
say, “Well, if they don’t care about their soul, why should |
care? But we must not be indifferent to other people's
indifference. Many timesthey will beginto careif they see
that we really care. And, the fact that a person is not
interested in Christ today does not mean he won’t be
interested tomorrow. We never know what may happen
tomorrow. Tomorrow there may be a death in the family,
tomorrow their kid may be busted for drugs, tomorrow they
may lose their job, tomorrow they may get a bad biopsy
report. Then suddenly the person who is not interested in
Christ becomes interested.

Matthew’s technique may not be the only way of
evangelism, but it is probably the best way, and it is away
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we can all use.

An Open Nervein Society

Second, Matthew teaches us the best testimony to give
in witnessing. What did Matthew say to his friends when
they cameto dinner? We have no record of hisexact words.
However, we can be sure that he said at |east two things by
action and by word. First, he must have said, “I have met
the savior and | want you to meet him, too. He loves me
and accepted me and hasforgiven me. Now | am adifferent
person. | have given up my unhappy, wretched life and |
have become his follower.” And he must have said, “He
caresfor the likes of us. What happened to me can happen
to you. Hewill forgive your sins, accept you and give you
anew reason for living, just as he did for me.”

That isour message also. Our message isnot “come to
church,” or “come hear our preacher,” or “ you need to
“straighten up your life morally.” Our message centersin
Jesus Christ, what he has done for us, and what he can do
for them.

Remember this, you are an expert at what God has done
inyour life. Sotell your story. And we don’'t have to have
had a Damascus Road experience to do it effectively.
Someone has said, “ John was converted likeasunrise. Paul
was converted like an earthquake. But they were both
converted.” It doesn’t haveto happen acertain way. It just
has to happen.

| can identify with the man who went to hear an
evangelist who had been converted from alife of underworld
crime. As he heard the man preach, he came under
conviction. Hewent homethat night, got down on hisknees,
and prayed, “Dear Lord, I've never committed adultery. I've
never robbed abank. 1've never killed anybody. I've never
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lied to agrand jury. Butif you can use mein spite of these
shortcomings, then please do.”

The sharing of your testimony does two things: (1) It
greatly fortifies the person who makesit and puts steel into
their own decision. Remember, as the old preacher said,
“If you can't tell it, you ain't got it.” And (2) it greatly
movesthe ordinary hearer of it, for living faith is one of the
most contagious things in the world.

People will identify with it. It will have a note of
authority about it since it happened to you. Just make it
honest and believableand sincere. Keegpthelanguagesimple
so that non-church people can understand it, and remember
all the while that the Holy Spirit will help you.

| hear someone say, “| will just livemy faith.” Our lives
ought to speak louder than our words. But as a matter of
fact they do not, and perhaps cannot. For while our example
may be potent, when we face trouble courageoudly or live
an evidently disciplined and unselfish life, no merelife can
give testimony to the riches of the Christian gospel.

| cannot, by being good, tell men of Jesus’ atoning death
and resurrection, nor of my faith in his divinity. The
emphasis is too much for me and too little for him. Our
lives must be made as consistent as we can make them with
our faith, but our faith, if weare Christians, isvastly greater
than our lives. That is why the “word” of witness is so
important. And that iswhy it issoimportant that the simplest
of Christians know their faith, know some theology, and
can give witness to what they believe about Jesus.

There is an open nerve in society that we can touch for
Jesus Christ. Everyone has a problem or lives near one.
They battle drugs or alcohol, have a difficult in-law, have
someone desperately ill, have afeeling of futility about life
in general, or have a hard decision to make — everybody
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faces these things at times.

People want forgiveness of sin. In the television
program, Law and Order, one of the detectives arrested a
suspect in amultiple murder. His superior asked, “Do you
have a confession?’ The detective replied, “He says he's
not guilty of anything.” The superior replied, “Everybody
isguilty of something. | want aconfession.” People know
they have failed. They know they are not the parents or the
husband or the wife that they ought to be. And they feel
guilty about it. They want and need forgiveness.

People are lonely. They may live in a crowded
apartment, work in a crowded mall, and drive crowded
streets, but still they are lonely and empty.

People have fractured relationships. They don’t get
along with their spouse or their boss or their kids. They
don’t relate or communicate as they should.

People are under pressure— economic pressure, family
pressure, social pressure.

And people desire to make their life count. They want
their lives to have significance. Too many people see no
significanceintheir lives. They get up and they go to work
and they come home after eight hours of work and their
lives have no meaning beyond that. And, they know it. A
lot of people get ajob so they can get some money so they
can pay the rent so they can get some food that will give
them some strength to go to their job, so they can get some
money to pay the rent and buy some food to give them
strength to go to their job . . . Only the Lord can deliver us
from that kind of meaninglessness and emptiness.

The world isin chaos and nobody knows how to make
it right. Inthat kind of world Jesus offers us peace, inner
peace. (John 14:27). We need to tell our friends about our
friend, the prince of peace.
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| Wondered If You'd Come

Third, Matthew teaches us the best time to witness. It
wasimmediately after he was converted. You don’'t haveto
wait until you've memorized yards of scripture, earned a
certificatein soul winning, or graduated from aseminary to
witness.

If you have been converted, you have met the basic
qualificationsfor witnessing. That isthe patterninthe New
Testament. In verse one of Acts chapter nine Luke said
Paul was * breathing out threatenings and slaughter against
the church.” In verse 20 it says, Paul was converted and
“straightway” preached Christ in the synagogue. 1ntwenty
verses he went from persecutor to preacher. We can do the
same thing.

Thereason for thisis that we probably have more non-
Christian friends at the time of our conversion than we will
ever have again. After we have been active in the church
for afew years, we have few non-Christiansin our circle of
friends. Asadeacon said to me recently, “1 have no non-
Christiansin my circle of friends. All my friendsareinthe
church.” If that's true of you, you're spending too much
timein church.

Every believer ought to build arelationship with at least
onelost person. Golf withthem, fish or hunt with them, eat
or vacation with them. But get to know them so well that
you can't stand for them to go to hell and so you find away
to tell them about Christ.

Jesus said we are to bein theworld but not of theworld
(John 17:15-16). We can’t spend all our time at the church
house. We must mix and mingle in the world. The salt
must get out of the shaker. The light must pierce the
darkness. But we must do it without compromise. Thereis
adifferencein aboat being in the water and water being in



Witnessing: The Best Way to Witness

the boat. We must keep contact with alost world if we are
to win the world to Christ.

Years ago aprominent businessman in our city relocated
his business. When he dedicated his new facilities he had
an open house on a Sunday afternoon — awine and cheese
tasting party. | was among those invited. When | showed
up, he said, “1 was wondering if you would come. Jesus
would have.”

| have never forgotten that. Jesusdid attend the wedding
at Cana of Galilee, and even helped with the refreshments.
He was afriend of sinners and we must be, too.

Palmer Ofuoku, although not a Christian, was placed in
amission school in Nigeriabecause his parents thought he
would receive a good education there. He attended the
school for many years, but remained an adherent to
traditional Africanreligion. But oneyear anew missionary
came to the school who became involved in the lives of the
Nigerians. He brought a new quality of relationship and
eventualy he led Palmer to Jesus Christ. Later, Palmer
explained the missionary’s influence thisway: “He built a
bridge of friendship to me, and Jesus walked across.” That
iIswhat every friend can do and ought to do.

In conclusion there is one interesting surmise to
Matthew’s feast. Sometime later in the book of Luke we
aretold of Jesus going to Jericho, meeting Zacchaeus, and
inviting himself to Zacchaeus home. That night Zacchaeus
was saved. There is a strong possibility that Zacchaeus,
one of Matthew’s fellow tax collectors, first met Jesus at
thisbanqguet. It iseasy to believethat Zacchaeus was saved
as a result of being invited to meet Jesus by his friend
Matthew.

To meet Jesus is to want to share him — and thisisthe
best way to do it — start now and tell your friends about



Witnessing: The Best Way to Witness
Jesus. If we would save our state we must do it.

| had walked life's path with an easy tread,
Had followed where comfort and pleasure led.
Then it chanced one day in a quiet place,

I met my Savior faceto face.

I met him and knew him and blushed to see
That his eyes full of sorrow were fixed on me.
| faltered and fell at his feet that day

And all my castles melted and vanished away.
Melted and vanished and in their place
Naught else did | see but the Master’s face
My thoughts are now for the souls of men
I’velost my lifeto find it again.

‘Ere since that day in a quiet place

| met the Master face to face.






Chapter 6

Wor shipping:
The Seeking God
John 4.23-24

When my daughter-in-law, Shaun, was on her deathbed,
we told our eight-year-old grandson, Jordan, that we did
not expect his mother to live. We were not aware of how
much he understood, but the next day, as my wife drove
him to the hospital, he asked, “Mimi, what if my daddy
dies, will | haveto go to one of those homes?’ Shereplied,
“What areyou talking about? Areyou talking about afoster
home?’ Hereplied, “Yes, that's what I’ m talking about.”

She replied, “Oh, no, you'd never have to go to one of
those homes. You have me and P-Paul and your Nonny and
your Grandpa, and Uncle Joey and Aunt Charlotte, and Aunt
Lori and Uncle Kent. And we'd take care of you.” Hethen
asked, “But what if all of you died except Uncle Kent?’
(Hewas pushing it to the edge of the envelope. He wanted
to know what would happen to him.)

She said, “Why Uncle Kent would take care of you.”
Then Jordan asked, “ But what if he couldn’t find me?” And
shereplied, “Hewould search theworld over until hefound
you.”

When she told me that, | thought, “That’s a picture of
theloveof God.” God isthe seeking God who keepslooking
in hopes of finding every one of us. That loving search is
the thrust of three stories Jesus told about God. Thefirstis
about a man who had 100 sheep. Ninety-nine were safein
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the fold and one was lost. He left the 99 and searched
diligently until he found the one lost sheep and brought
him safely home.

The second is about awoman who had ten coins. Nine
were safely tucked away in her purse. But one had dlipped
out and was lost on the floor. On her hands and knees, by
the light of a candle, she searched until she found the lost
coin and then rejoiced in her good fortune.

Lastly, he told of a man who had two sons. One was
lost. He paced thefloor and pierced the horizonsand prayed
with al his heart until the wayward boy came home again.
All three storiesweretold to help us understand God better.
The God of the Bible is a seeking God, always after the
lost. And heislooking for some of you right now.

The Lord not only seeks us for salvation, he also seeks
usfor worship. Jesussaid, “But the hour cometh, and now
is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship
him” (John 4:23).

These words were spoken to a woman with a stained
reputation, living among a despised people and a member
of areligious sect. When Jesus met her, he knew her past.
She had been married and divorced five times and now had
alive-in boyfriend. If ever there was awoman you would
think the Lord had no interest in, it would be this one.

But what Jesus saw was not so much her badness as her
sadness. She had been looking for inner peace and
contentment all of her life and thought it could be found in
anew man, in anew marriage, in anew relationship. So
she had flitted from man to man, marriage to marriage,
relationship to relationship, looking for what she had never
found. After all these men, her soul was as dry as ever.

Jesus spoke to her about the living water that could
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quench her spiritual thirst. When she heard about this, she
said, “Oh, sir, give me that water.”

Jesus then told her to go and get her husband. She
responded, “I have no husband.” Jesus then revealed his
knowledge of her past sin. She, like us, must face her sin
before she could receive God's forgiveness.

Her response was natural. She tried to change the
subject. Looking toward Mt. Gerizim shesaid, “ Our fathers
worshipped in thismountain; and you say that in Jerusalem
is the place where men ought to worship.”

She wanted to talk about theology, not her sin. That's
when Jesus spoke the words of this text.

Her question was about the place of worship. Jesus
focused on the spirit and attitude of worship. Itisnot where
you worship, but how you worship, that matters most. It
must be of the heart and soul. We must worship God from
the very essence of our being.

If Jesus were speaking this truth to us today, he would
say, “Itisnot enough that you are heretoday. Itisnot enough
for youto beinyour place. Itispossibleto be absent at the
very moment when you are taking up the most space. Your
heart and soul must be attuned to God. You must meet him
in your spirit.”

If we would win our state we must recapture true
worship. We must worship him in spirit and in truth. |
want you to key in on the sentence, “The Father seeketh
such to worship him” (vs. 23). Why is God looking for
worshippers? Why does he want us to open our heart to
him? It isnot because he needsit. Itisfor our benefit, not
his.

There are five reasons why we should worship:

* We need to worship to meet God — to keep our

priorities straight.
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* We need to worship for forgiveness — to have our
sins forgiven.

* We need to worship for encouragement — to be
inspired to the highest kind of living.

*  We need to worship for commitment — to hear
and answer God's call.

* Weneed to worship for fellowship — to gain
strength for the burdens of life.

Writing in the Sand

First, we need to go to church to meet God — to keep
our prioritiesstraight. Thelate JimVavano, coach of North
Carolina State's basketball team, once pointed to Lorenzo
Charles’ last-second dunk against Houston to give North
Carolina State the 1983 NCAA title as the highlight of his
life. But, all of that changed when he started receiving
radiation and chemotherapy after he was diagnosed with
cancer.

Valvano said, “Until you are faced with death itself, you
don’'t understand the difference between a basketball game
and lifeand death. | realized how ephemeral and transitory
sports fame can be”

Our values change in the light of eternity. Worship
doesn’t necessarily bring usfaceto face with eternity, but it
does bring us face to face with the eternal. And that helps
to keep our priorities straight.

All week long we deal with dollars and cents, gallons
and pounds, inches and feet. Daily our concerns are about
being late or getting a date; middle school or the car pool;
football or study hall; building a house or pleasing your
spouse; keeping your health or accumulating wealth; saving
for tomorrow or having to borrow; keeping your job or
getting robbed. If we aren't careful we will get confused
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and get to thinking that's all thereisto life.

But, when we worship, we put life back in focus. We
realize that the spiritual and the eternal are the things that
really count. The things that matter most must never be at
the mercy of the things that matter least. If we ever get
more than seven days from God our life tendsto get out of
focus.

Whoopee or WoelsMe?

Second, we need to worship for forgiveness — to
experience the cleansing of our sins. The human nose has
been the object of alot of sayings through the years. We
talk about keeping our nose to the grindstone, paying
through the nose, or nothing being plainer than the nose on
your face. The truth is, the nose is a very important and
complex organ of the body. It, aong with sight, hearing,
taste, and touch, form our five senses.

The main job of the nose s, of course, the detection of
odors. Most people can recognize 4,000 different scents.
Thereally sensitive nose can go up to about 10,000. But, if
you get ajob inthe stockyards or apaper mill, the oppressive
odor you smell at first is soon hardly noticed. You remain
sensitive to other odors, but you get adjusted to the harsh
smells around you and you hardly notice them anymore.

Sinislikethat. We get usedtoit. Weliveal weekina
world of vulgar speech, pornography, sleeping around, shady
deals and dishonesty. If we aren’t careful we lose our
sengitivity to sin around us and within us.

But, we cannot see God without seeing ourselves and
our sin. The best example of worshipintheBibleislsaiah's
experienceinthetemple. It wasintheyear that king Uzziah
died that I saiah saw the Lord on his throne, high and lifted
up. Hisglory filled the temple. When he saw God, Isaiah
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heard the seraphims cry, “Holy, holy, holy, isthe Lord God
of hosts” (Is. 6:3). Then Isaiah said, “Woeisme! for | am
undone; because | am aman of unclean lipsand | dwell in
the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have
seen the king, the lord of hosts” (vs. 5).

When he saw the holiness of the Lord he also saw the
sinfulness of hisown life.

A part of what troubles me about modern worship is
there is too much emphasis on celebration and not enough
emphasis on thiskind of confrontation. Thereistoo much
“whoopee!” and not enough “woe is me!”

But, worshipisnot just to confront uswith our sin. Itis
to bring usto aplace of confession and cleansing. So, before
Isaiah left church, the Lord had laid live coals on his lips
and said to him, “Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine
iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged” (vs. 7). Your
sins can be purged also, and when worship is complete,
that happens.

Go and Claim It!

Third, we need to worship for encouragement — to be
inspired to the highest kind of living. The scriptures say,
“L et usconsider one another to provoke unto love and good
works: not forsaking the assembling of ourselvestogether,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and
so much the more as we see the day approaching” (Heb.
10:24-25).

Theword “provoke” used here meansto stimulate. We
all need encouragement to the highest kind of living. There
is much encouragement to the lowest kind of living
everywhere and everyday. But where can we go for
encouragement to love, to be honest, to live in purity, to
sacrifice, except to church.
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Theminister and hiswife dipped away to the mountains
for a few days rest. They wanted to get away from the
pressureand relax. They sat down at therestaurant for dinner
when they noticed a gentleman going from table to table,
greeting the diners. The minister said to his wife, “I hope
he doesn’'t come over here” But he did. He shook the
minister’shand and welcomed him to therestaurant. “What
isyour work?’ he asked. “I’m aminister,” the vacationer
answered. Thegentleman volunteered, “1’ve got apreacher
story for you.” With that he pulled up achair and began his
tale.

“l was born just a few miles from here, across the
mountain. My mother was not married at the time, and the
criticism leveled at her was also leveled at me. They had a
namefor mewhen | started to school, and they used it quite
often. | can remember many times going off to myself at
recess and lunchtime because the taunts of my peers cut so
deep.

“What was even worse was going to town with my
mother on Saturday afternoon. | could feel all those eyes
piercing through me, and | could here them whispering, ‘I
wonder whose child heis? | wonder who his father is?

“When | was about twelve, anew preacher came to the
churchin our little community. People began to talk about
his power and his eloquence and his compassion. | began
to go to church myself. The pastor realy intrigued me.
But | alwaysdippedinlateand tried to get out early, because
| didn’t want anyone to see me and say, ‘What isaboy like
you doing in aplace like this?

“One Sunday | dlipped up. The benediction was over
before | realized it, and | found myself in acrowd with the
people trying to get out of the building. As| was waiting
there, scared to death, | felt ahand on my shoulder. | turned
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around and there wasthe preacher, looking through mewith
those burning eyes. He said, ‘Who are you, son? Whose
boy areyou? And | thought to myself, ‘ Oh, no, herewe go
again.

“But then a smile of recognition broke across his face
and hesaid, ‘Wait aminute, | know who you are. Thefamily
resemblance is unmistakable. You're achild of God!’

“With that he patted me acrossthe rump and said, ‘ Boy,
that’s quite an inheritance. Go and claimit.

“That one statement,” the old gentleman concluded,
“literally changed my whole life”

The enthralled minister asked, “Who are you?" The
old man replied, “My name is Ben Hooper.”

Who is Ben Hooper? This Ben Hooper, born in
illegitimacy, went on to become the twice-el ected governor
of the state of Tennessee. It al began with a preacher in a
little country church who dared to beinvolved inthe ministry
of encouragement.

Thereare Ben Hoopersall around us, every day. A word
of encouragement and a loving pat can put them back on
their feet again.

My own story and experience with church isvery much
like that. | grew up in a non-Christian, non-church-going
family. When | began going to church as a teenage boy, |
found love and encouragement there. The people in the
church actually believed in me more than | believed in
myself. And, | think they wanted me to succeed more than
| wanted to succeed myself. My preacher, John Wright, a
cracker salesman named EImer Nelson, acarpenter, George
Strickland, a refinery worker, Joe Deloche, al helped me.
You'll never find their name written in history booksor ina
hall of fame, but they were God’s instruments of
encouragement to me.
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What they did for me, | want to do for others. And, |
want you to do that for others, too. Tell them — the poor,
the divorced, the battered, the children — wherever you
see them, “You've got quite an inheritance, go and claim
it!”

Yes, But Can You Hear Him?

Fourth, we need to worship for commitment — so we
can hear and answer the call of God. Every life needs a
compelling commitment to be complete. Jesus said,
“Whosoever seeks hislife shall loseit, but whosoever shall
lose hislifefor my sake, the sameshall find it” (Matt. 16:25
or Mark 8:35 or Luke 9:24 or Luke 17:33). Theway of life
Is the way of commitment to a worthy cause. And we are
more likely to find that in worship than in any other place.

So when we worship God we're not only confronted
with our sin, but we are confronted with hiscall to our life.
When I saiah confessed hissin, the Lord asked, “Whom shall
| send, and who will go for us?” And Isaiah responded,
“Heream | Lord, send me”

Nearly every time people cry to God for help, God's
answer is his people. In all of scripture we find people
crying out to God, and God says, “1 have seen, | have heard,
and I’m coming downto helpyou.” Then hetakessomeone,
usually unknown and unimpressive, and says, “ Come here,
you are my answer.”

Weall need to hear and answer the call of God. But, we
must be still to hear him. A sign on the office wall of a
Jawishfriend said, “ Thereisaways music amongst thetrees
in the garden, but our hearts must be very quiet to hear it
The psalmist said something like that when he wrote, “Be
still and know that | am God” (Ps. 46:10).

Interestingly enough, the psalmist’s statement was made
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in the context of raging rivers and raging rulers, in the
context of turbulent weather and a turbulent world. Sound
familiar?

In that kind of world we need to slow down to hear him.
That’s why we need to worship.

Help for the Storms

Fifth, we need to worship for fellowship — to gain
strength for the load of life. We need strength for the week
and the weak. Some people carry heavy loads on their back
and some people carry heavy loads in their heart.

Thereishelp for the heavy hearted. The author of Hebrews
invitesus, “ L et ustherefore (because of Jesus, our high priest)
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16).

Theword “help” isthe sameword used in Acts 27:17 to
describe the sailors undergirding the ship on which Paul
sailed. It was caught in a storm and about to be driven
aground, where it would be wrecked. So, they put ropes
around the hull to undergird it. Just so, in the storms of life
God wraps his arms of grace around us to undergird and
strengthen us.

In Ezekiel 46:9 the Lord gave his people someregulations
for worship. When they came to worship they were not to
depart out the same gate they entered in. The purpose of this
regulation wasto ensure an orderly flow of traffic. But, there
isaspiritual messagefor us. Weare not to leave worship the
same way we camein.

In fact, when we worship God in spirit and in truth, we
leave more focused, cleansed, committed, encouraged and
strengthened than ever.

We al need that. That's why the Lord “seeks’ such to
worship him.



Chapter 7

L oving:
Christians Out of Joint
1 Corinthians 1:10-18; 3:1-9

The roadside marquee read: “Forgiveus” What made
the sign so unusual wasthat it was placed there by achurch.
The place where people so often go to find forgiveness was
itself asking for forgiveness.

What was behind thismost unusual act? It wasan effort
on the part of the church to atone for itsfactious past. The
church had once been athriving congregation. But over its
35-year history so many conflicts had seeped out from
personal disagreements and spilled over into business
meetings and flooded the entire membership that the church
wasall but dead. The church had suffered alossof members
every time it took a hit until it had now hit bottom.
Attendance had declined from 400-500 a few years ago to
about 40. And the church had just forced itslast pastor, the
ninth in 35 years, to resign. Devastated by its losses the
church was now owning up to its past sins and had set out
to make things right.

Spurgeon once said, “I believe every Christian has a
choice of being humbleor beinghumbled.” | think the same
Is true of churches. Whichever the case may be in this
instance, the church was now humbly asking God and the
community to forgive it — to forgive it for sinning against
God; to forgive it for hurting people; to forgive it for
misrepresenting Christ and the gospel to the world.
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If every church in America that needed to ask for
forgiveness for quarreling and fighting did so there would
suddenly be such ashortage of marquee | ettersthat no other
business would be able to advertise that way.

TheBibleis, of course, no stranger to strife. There are
at least 133 stories in the Bible about conflict between
individualsand groups, both in and out of the church. While
strife is evidently a common part of life it clearly does not
belong in the church. The one place where there ought to
be peace and harmony, love and acceptanceisin the family
of God. A church at civil war is a poor representative of
Christ and almost totally ineffective at reaching the lost or
unenlisted. If, therefore, we would win our state, our
churches must build and maintain warm and loving
fellowships. We must have unity in our churches and our
convention.

Being unified does not mean we agree on everything.
What it means is we are committed to a cause that is more
important than our differences. We freely express our
convictions. We speak thetruth to one another inlove. And
then we put aside our personal preferences and differences
and do what is best or what the majority feelsis best for the
cause. And we don’'t gloat when we win or pout when we
lose. Itisnot amatter of our winning or losing but the good
of the cause — his kingdom.

Almost every book inthe New Testament speaksto this.
Look at what the scriptures say:

» “For al the law isfulfilled in one word, even in
this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. But
if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that
ye be not consumed one of another” (Gal. 5:14-
15).

e “Let al bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
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clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice: And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:31-
32).

« “..if any man have aquarrel against any: even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Col. 3:13).

* “Finally, brethren ... be of good comfort, be of one
mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace
shall be with you. Greet one another with an holy
kiss’ (2 Cor. 13:11-12).

«  “Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.

L et nothing be done through strife or vainglory;
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others
better than themselves® (Phil. 2:2-3).

* Andfinally, “Let love be without dissimulation.
Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is
good. Bekindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another”
(Rom. 12:9-10).

But the apostle Paul addressesthisissue most succinctly
in his letter to the Corinthian church. He had established
the church in an 18-month long ministry inthecity. Having
finished hiswork among them heleft athriving congregation
to continue his second missionary journey. Hewasfollowed
inthe church by several other outstanding Christian |eaders.
Among them were Apollos, the brilliant and eloquent
Alexandrian Jew, who was mighty in the scriptures (Acts
18:24) and Simon Peter who was recognized as one of the
pillars of the early church (Gal. 2:9).

In time, members of the household of Chloe brought
word to Paul that there was a serious conflict in the church
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that was about to split the fellowship. Out of deep concern
Paul wrote to the church: “Now | beseech you, brethren,
by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that we all speak the
same thing and that there be no division among you; but
that ye be perfectly joined together in the sasmemind andin
the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10).

Theword “division” in the original language describes
agarment that is rent into pieces. It meant “to split” or “to
tear” Paul felt that the church was on the verge of being
torn asunder by disagreements. His appeal was that they
be perfectly “joined” together. The word “joined” is a
medical term. It means“to setinplace” It describeswhat
adoctor does when you go to him with abroken bone. He
setsthe two parts of the bone back in right relationship with
one another so it can knit and heal.

The church at Corinth, because of these divisions, was
out of fellowship with God and with one another. The
members needed to be set back into right relationship with
one another and their broken relations healed.

What was the church about to split over? It wasover its
leadership. While Paul was clearly the spiritual father of
the congregation there were some who had been swept off
their feet by the eloquent Apollos and others who wanted
the church to take on a more Jewish flavor had lined up
behind Peter. Still others said they were followers only of
Christ. That claim ought to have been aunifying factor, but
it was not. This group obviously felt a superiority to
everyone else. They were, in al probability, arigid, self-
righteous group who could be described as intolerant of
everyone else.

Clearly the church at Corinth had slipped off center.
The peopl e had forgotten to whom their allegiance belonged.
The samething can happen to ustoday. Paul remindsthem,
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and us, that our alegianceisto Christ and heisnot divided.

The early church almost divided over its benevolence
program (Acts 6:1). Later the Jerusalem church almost
divided over doctrine (Acts 15:1-2). Now the Corinthian
church is about to split over its leadership.

Today churchesarein conflict over women in ministry,
worship style, and the ordination of homosexuals and
lesbians. But probably more churches still split over the
question of leadership than any other one thing. Almost
every church conflict either beginsthereor it soon gravitates
there. That's why Paul’s appeal to this church is apropos
for ustoday.

Paul bases his appea on three things. These are the
reasons why our churches need to live together in peace
and harmony.

» Because of our relationship to Christ

»  Because of our maturity in Christ

» Because of our work for Christ

Spiritual Brothers

First, we need to live together in love and unity because
of our relationship to Christ. Twicein this passage (vs. 10-
11) Paul addresses them as “brothers.” Thisis one of five
names used in scripture for Christians. They are called
believers, disciples, servants, saints, and brothers. They are
called believersfor their faith; disciplesfor their knowledge;
servants for their works; saints for their holiness; and
brothersfor their love.

Paul, of course, uses the term “brothers’ here in a
spiritual sense. Men, as you know, can be brothersin two
ways — physically and spiritually.

Being brothersin a physical sense is no guarantee that
they will live together in harmony. In fact, some of the
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most fierce conflictsin scripture occurred between brothers.
In thefirst recorded murder in history Cain, out of jeal ousy
and resentment, slew hisbrother Abel. Then, reading likea
modern day mystery, the Bibletells us he hid his brother’s
body in aplace known only to God (Gen. 4:1-10).

Jacob took advantage of the weakness of his brother,
Esau, and cheated him out of hisbirthright asthe eldest son
and then deceived his blind father to receive the family
blessing. He then was forced to flee the land of Canaan
and livefor yearsin exileto escape his brother’srage (Gen.
27-33).

Joseph, because of the favoritism shown him by his
father and because of his seemingly haughty spirit, was so
resented by his brothersthat they plotted to kill him. At the
last minute they sold him to a slave caravan traveling to
Egypt and then told their father he had been killed by wild
beasts (Gen. 37).

Jesus told the story of a man who came to him asking,
“Lord, speak to my brother that he divide his inheritance
with me.” Obvioudly the father had died and his brother
felt cheated out of his part of the family inheritance. He
was asking Jesus to arbitrate the case (Luke 12:13-14).

And, in what is perhaps the most familiar story in the
Bible, Jesustells of aman who had two sons. The younger
onewaswild and reckless. Theolder brother was respectful
and responsible. The younger one went away into the far
country. The older brother stayed home with hisfather. In
time the rebellious son came to his senses and came home
repentant, asking hisfather for forgiveness. When hisolder
brother learned of the prodigal’s return and the joyous
welcome the father was giving him, he was angry and
resentful. Pouting and sulking he refused to goinandjoin
inthe celebration welcoming hisbrother home. Eventhough
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hisfather begged him to comein herefused to do so (Luke
15:11-32).

So, being physical brothers is no guarantee of peace
and harmony between people. But being spiritual brothers
should be different. Through faith in Jesus Christ we can
become the sons of God and thus brothers in Christ. We
often speak of the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood
of man. Thereisasensein which that istrue of all people.
But in the strictest sense it is only as we are subject to a
common father that we are brothers. To become brothers
we have to first become sons.

Areyou one of God's children? So am|. That makes
us brothers or sisters in Christ. And so is everyone else
whoisabeliever. If for no other reason, for the sake of our
father, because hewillsit, we ought to love one another and
live and serve together in harmony. We hurt him and we
betray our family name when we act like unregenerate
brothers.

Spiritual Growth

Second, we ought to live together in peace and harmony
because of our maturity in Christ. Paul, again addressing
them as brethren, says, “I could not speak unto you as unto
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.
For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and
walk asmen? (1 Cor. 3:1, 3).

According to scripture there are two classes of people
in the world — lost and saved. And, there are two classes
of saved — carnal and spiritual, those who are babes in
Christ and those who are mature in Christ.

Once we become the children of God he expects us to
grow to belike hisson, Jesus Christ. Clearly thegoal of the
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Christian life is not just to get us off the road to hell and
into heaven, but to make us more and more like him.

It isto this end that we are saved. It isto thisend that
God causes all things to work together in our lives (Rom.
8:28-29). Itisto thisend that the Lord gives gifted |leaders
to his church (Eph. 4:11-13).

Admittedly that takestime. A man was teasing alittle
boy about hisinfant brother and asked, “Can hetalk?’ “No
sir,” wasthe reply.

“Can hefeed himself?” “No sir,” answered the boy.

“Can hedresshimself?’ “No sir,” he responded.

“Can he help around the house?” “No sir”

“Well then, what good ishe?’ the man asked. Towhich
the little boy replied, “Gosh, mister, just give him some
time!”

Immediately after conversion the life and conduct of a
new Christian may not be all that different from hisformer
life. After al he still lives in the same house, works the
same job, has the same vocabulary, and is subject to the
same habits. Only his desires and commitment have
changed. It may take a while for his new nature to show
through.

Remembering that growth takes time should cause us
to be patient with our fellow believers, especially those new
in the faith. But in time they and we should become more
and more like him. That means we become more loving
and gracious. | have to wonder about the validity of the
faith of anybody who claimsto have been a Christian for a
reasonabl e period of time and has not grown kinder, gentler,
and more understanding.

If we shout and pout at one another, if we battle and
tattle with one another, if we fuss and cuss to one another,
we show just how carnal, how childish, and how immature
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we are.

Thesimplefactisyou cantell what aman’srelationship
to God is by looking at hisrelationships to his fellow man.
If a man is at variance with his fellow man, if he is
quarrelsome and argumentative ... evenif he attends church
every time the doors are open ... even if hetithes ... even if
he’'san officer inthechurch ... evenif he standsin the pul pit
... heisnot the man of God he ought to be. Heiscarnal. He
iIsimmature. He has never “grown up” in Jesus Christ.

| read a book years ago entitled Grow Up Or Blow Up.
The book asserted that civilization must mature or else
destroy itself. With the explosive power of hundreds of
atomic bombs greater than those used in World War |1,
destruction ispossible. It isthe samein our churches. We
must either grow up or we will blow up.

Spiritual Ministry

Third, we should live together in peace and harmony
because of our work for Christ. Paul reminds us, “We are
laborers together with him” (3:9). To him the focus needs
alwaysto be onthework, not on theworkers; on the harvest,
not on the laborers.

The right focus would solve most of the problems we
have in our churches. | now livein Tyler, Texas, the Rose
Capital of America and the hometown of Earl Campbell.
In hissenior year at John Tyler High School heled histeam
to astate championship. Hewasrecruited by the University
of Texaswhere he became the Heisman Trophy winner. He
then went on to an al-pro career with the Houston Qilers.

In his biography, The Tyler Rose: The Earl Campbell
Sory, Earl tells of coach Fred Akers who recruited him for
the University of Texas. He said, “Coach Akers is a no-
nonsense man, especially when it comesto football and his
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players. Thefirst order of business was to meet with each
of his players to inform them of exactly what he expected
from them, individually and as a part of the team.”

“1 need to know, Mr. Campbell,” Coach Akerssaid, “do
you want to run the ball for this university?” That was a
fair question. Some athletes can’'t seem to decide whether
they want to run the football or to run the university.

Earl wastaken off guard by the question, especially since
he believed everyone knew that his sole purpose for living
was to run the football for the Longhorns. “Yessir, 1 do...
real bad,” was Earl’s ssmple response.

Earl Campbell was a great football player, in part
because of hisfocus. We need to remember what we were
recruited to do. We were not recruited to run the kingdom
of God. We weren't recruited to run the Convention. We
weren't even recruited to run our church. Wewererecruited
to runwith patiencetheracethat isset beforeus (Heb. 12:1)
and to carry the gospel to the ends of the earth. And if we
would focus on that there would be less contention among
the players when we huddle together in the church or at a
convention.

On the eve of the Gettysburg Address Lincoln said in
despair, “ Thiswar must end. What good is a nation living
in freedom if all its children are dead?’

Just so, our church and denominational wars must end.
What good will come from them if we have lost al of our
ingtitutions, if we'velost many of our members, if we have
lost our impetus for world evangelism, if we've lost the
respect of the unbelieving world? How can we declare to
the world that we serve a God of loveif we do not love one
another? And how can we take the gospel to the world if
we dissipate al our energy on in-fighting?

Dr. Samuel Sargent, dean at Union University, Jackson,
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Tennessee, often quoted the following poem, which should
challenge us today:

| saw them tearing a building down,

A gang of men in a busy town;

With a ho heave ho and a lusty yell,

They swung a beam and a side wall fell.

| asked the foremen, “ Are these men skilled,
Are they men you'd hire if you had to build?”
He laughed and said, “ No indeed,

Just common laborersisall I'd need.

| can easily wreck in a day or two

What builders have taken yearsto do.”
So | thought to myself as | went my way,
What kind of role have | played today?

Am | a builder who works with care,
Measuring lifewith a rule and a square;
Shaping my deedsto a well laid plan,
Patiently doing the best | can?

Or am | a worker who walks the town
Content with the labor of tearing down?

We should never be content to tear down. Our role and
missionisto build up — to build up the kingdom of God; to
build up the body of Christ. Both demand cooperative effort
and aloving spirit.

On the plains of western Canada, early in thefall of the
year, during the grain harvest season, alittle three-year-old
girl wandered from the yard of her farm home out into the
tall grainand becamelost. Asnight fell and the cold became
more intense, the child’s father and dozens of neighbors
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searched frantically through the field in afruitless effort to
find her. Finally one of the men called the search to a halt,
and suggested that they al join handsand go systematically,
like a giant combine, through the field. Thisthey did, and
finally in the bitter cold hoursjust before dawn, the child’s
lifeless body was found. The little girl had succumbed to
exhaustion and cold. In anguish her poor, grief-stricken
father cried out, “Oh, God, if we had only joined hands
sooner!”

Theworldislost and dying. Wemust join handstogether
toreachit for Christ. We simply must not be so engaged in
guarreling with one another that we lose focus on our real
mission, which isto reach our world for Christ.

Do you have any contention with a brother in Christ?
Are you angry, unforgiving toward a fellow believer? If
you're out of joint with your brother, you are out of joint
with God. The need thenisfor you to be brought back into
aright relationship with both and the rift healed.

If you desire reconciliation and healing here are three
steps you can take.

First, confrontation. Go to the person and resolve the
issue between the two of you. When you go never accuse.
Simply ask, “Isthere some contention between us?’ If they
say, “Yes,” then you deal with theissue. If they say, “No,”
then say, “Thisiswhat | have heard ... or felt” Then you
deal with the issue (Matt. 5:23-24).

Second, mediation. Inviteathird party to help facilitate
your decision. This was Paul’s advice about the conflict
between Euodias and Syntyche (Phil. 4:2-3). He asked the
church to help these women resolve their differences.

Third, arbitration. This is invoking a third party to
intervene and makethedecisionfor you. If aperson refuses
to listen to the small group’s concerns, Jesus instructed the
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church to intervene. Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians
6:1-5 suggest that for ordinary matters, awise person serving
as an arbitrator should be able to decide disputes between
one believer and another.

What about you? |Isthere anyone with whom you have
an unresolved issue? Go, then, and resolve the issue today.
Go prayerfully. Go lovingly. Go humbly. But go! Do it
for your sake. Do it for their sake. Do it for the gospel’s
sake. Dot for God's sake.






Chapter 8

Believing:
The Power of Faith
Hebrews 11:1-3, 6

Mark Beltaire said, “ Strike from mankind the principle
of faith and man has no more history than aflock of sheep.”
Faith, believing in the trustworthiness, the reliability, of a
person or thing, is the basis of amost everything we do.
Driving a car, flying in a plane, banking, eating in a
restaurant, or going to a doctor. As somebody has said,
“We go to adoctor we don’t know; hegivesusajprescription
we can't read; we take it to a pharmacist we don’'t see; he
fillsit with medicine we've never heard of; and we take it.
And al by faith.”

Religious faith is similar. While the Bible gives us a
technical definition (Heb. 11:1-2), simply stated it is
confident assurance in God. It is believing not only that
God can but that God will do what he says. And our walk
with him is to be awalk of faith, for “Without faith” the
scriptures say, “itisimpossibleto please God” (Heb. 11:6).

We best understand faith, however, not by definition,
but by example. And Abraham isone of our best examples.

Abraham was one of the great men of all times. Heis
considered the father of three world religions — Judaism,
Islam, and Christianity.

Two of the greatest compliments in the Bible are paid
to Abraham. James calls him “a friend of God” (James
2:23). And the apostle Paul calls him “the father of those
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who believe” (Rom. 4:11).

Abraham’s walk of faith began with the summons of
God. The Lord said to him, “Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a
land that | will show thee: And | will make of thee a great
nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name great; and
thou shalt be ablessing: And | will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall al
families of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3).

The summons was to follow and obey. The promise
wasthree-fold: “I will make you agreat nation; giveyou a
great name; and make you agreat blessing.” And, from our
vantage point 4,000 years later, we know that eventually
Abraham fathered the Jewish race, through which the
Messiah came. And through him all the world has been
blessed.

Inherent in God's promise to Abraham was that a son
would be born. It had to be. Abraham and Sarah had no
children. How could a great nation come from him unless
he had a son who would perpetuate hisname? Only by this
could he father a great nation, only by this means could all
the world be blessed through him.

When God's call came, Abraham was a wealthy and
distinguished citizen with great herds, great flocks and
servants. He lived in Ur of the Chaldees, the world trade
center of that day. It was wealthy, populous and
sophisticated — advanced in mathematics, astronomy,
organized government, sculpture, art, and banking, it had
great libraries with a dictionary and other writings.

Leaving would be hard enough, but to top it off,
Abraham was 75 years old and Sarah was 65 when God’s
call came. At atime when most men are thinking of social
security, Abraham was called to embark on a life of
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insecurity.

Acting only on the inner voice of God, he pulled up
stakes, left his homeland and followed established trade
routes to the land of Canaan (Israel today). This was not
aimlesswandering. Thiswas no casual drifting of anomad
looking for pasture. This was no money-seeking venture
of amerchant prince. Thiswasareligiousact. It was*By
faith that he obeyed God and went out hot knowing whither
he went” (Heb. 11:8).

He went out without precedent, without example,
without scripture. Abraham had no Abraham to follow as
an example. That’swhy heiscalled thefather of those who
believe.

Many times Abraham’s faith would be tested. Once he
went into Canaan there arose a famine. So he moved to
Egypt to escape it. He had enough faith to follow God to
Canaan, but not enough to stay there.

In Egypt, Pharaoh saw Sarah’s beauty and wanted her
in his harem. Abraham, afraid for hislife, lied, saying she
was hissister. In Pharaoh’s harem she could bear Abraham
no son. Abraham had enough faith to take hiswife, but not
enough to keep her.

When Pharaoh |earned Sarah was hiswife, he sent them
out of Egypt. Back in Canaan, fourteen years passed. Now
Abraham was 89 years old and Sarah was 79. Thefather of
nations was still childless.

Impatient, Sarah encouraged Abraham to have a child
with hisservant girl, Hagar, so Ishmael wasborn. Abraham
had enough faith to believe God, but not enough to wait on
God.

From the birth of shmael, therewas strife between Sarah
and Hagar. And Ishmael has been the source of strife ever
since. Ishmael, theillegitimate son of Abraham and Hagar,
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Is considered the father of the Arabs. It would be through
I saac, hislegitimate son, that the Jewish nation would come.
The conflict between Arabs and Jews is well documented.

Daily we hear about Hebron in the media That's
because it is the burial place of Abraham and Sarah and
holy to both Jews and Arabs. They both lay claim to | srael
as the sons of Abraham.

Twenty-five years have passed since God’s promise was
given. Abraham is now 99 and Sarah is 89 and till they
haveno son. Sarahiswell beyond child-bearing age. When
the Lord finally announces a son will be born, they both
laugh at him. They had enough faith to listen to God, but
not enough to not laugh at him. But, who wouldn’t laugh?
It was like saying a child would be born in the geriatrics
ward and the bill would be picked up by Medicare. It was
preposterous!

But, God rejuvenated Sarah’s body and when Abraham
was 100 years old and Sarah was 90, Isaac, the son of
promise, was born. Someone has said, faith sees the
invisible, believes the impossible, and receives the
incredible. So it waswith Isaac. He was the embodiment
of God's word. If God was going to make good on his
promise, a son was necessary. Now he has one.

The greatest test of Abraham’s faith was yet to come.
When Isaac was a lad, the Lord told Abraham, “ Take your
son, your only son, whomyou love,” to thetop of Mt. Moriah
and offer him as a sacrifice. Mt. Moriah is the location of
the city of Jerusalem. On it the temple of Solomon would
one day be built. Today, the dome of the rock, the second
most sacred mosgue of Islam, stands there.

The consequences were awesome. |f Abraham obeyed
God it would not only mean the death of his son, it would
also mean the death of the promise. For without |saac, the
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rest of the promise could not be fulfilled.

Once again, Abraham acted by faith. We don’t know
how old Isaac was at that time, but he was old enough to
walk up the mountain, old enough to gather and carry wood.
When preparations for the sacrifice were complete, |saac
asked, “Father, where is the lamb for sacrifice?” And
Abraham replied, “My son, God will provide himself a
sacrifice”

He then put Isaac on the altar, drew back his knife to
plunge it into his bosom, when God stopped him, saying,
“Abraham, there's a lamb caught in the thicket. | have
provided it as an offering to me.” You know the rest of the
story. Intime Isaac married and had afamily. Hisfamily
multiplied until it became a nation and eventually, through
that nation, Jesus, the savior, was born. And it wasal due
to faith. Abraham heard the call of God, took him at his
word and obeyed hiscommands. |f wewould win our state
we must have Abraham’s kind of faith.

There are severa things his life teaches us about the
faith we need. Consider three of them:

* If weexercisefaithin God, he will abide with us.

* If weexercisefaithin God, he will confidein us.

» If weexercisefaithin God, he will provide for us.

TheWord of a Gentleman

First, if we exercise faith, God will abide with us. The
scriptures say of Abraham, “By faith he went out, not
knowing whither he went” (Heb. 11:8). While Abraham
didn't know the “whither” he did know the “whom.” He
didn’t know where he was going, but he knew who he was
going with. And because he knew his destiny, he didn’t
have to worry about the destination. God was with him.

The promise of scripture is that when we walk by faith,
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God will abide with us. He will walk by our side. The
people of God, down through the years, have found comfort
and strength in this

David Livingston was agreat missionary. For 42 years
he planted his life in the black continent. Some men set
themselves to evangelize; some make it their business to
explore; others feel called to emancipate, but Livingston
undertook al three!

No man ever set himself at a more difficult task. And
no man ever comforted hislifewith more serene and joyous
confidence. At timeshewas surrounded by hostile savages.
At timeshewas stalked by wild animals. At times hisbody
was so wracked with pain he could hardly keep going.
Death, disease, disappointment and discouragement were
his constant companions. And what kept him going? Again
and again he came back to his favorite text upon which he
staked hislife, “Lo, | am with you always, even to the end
of the earth.”

A thousand times or more he would put his finger on
that verse and say, “It is the word of a gentleman of the
most strict and sacred honor, so there’'san end of it.”

Anchored to the promise, Livingston kept going. So
did David. Listento him, “Yea, though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil for thou art
with me” (Ps. 23:4).

But you say, “If | could just see him, it would help.”
Themovie, “ The Preacher’sWife,” isabout an angel named
Dudley, who came back to earth to help adiscouraged black
inner-city pastor. When his work was finished, he became
invisible to those he had helped and they had no memories
of him — no one except the preacher’slittle boy, Jeremiah.
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After Dudley left, Jeremiah said:
Just because you can't see air
Doesn’t keep you from breathing.
Just because you can't see God
Doesn’'t keep you from believing.

That’'swhat faith is. Faith isbelieving that God walks
beside us, even when we can't see him.

Step Up to the Door

Second, if we exercise faith, God will confideinus. A
sad chapter in Abraham’slife came when he and hisnephew,
Lot, could no longer work together. In amagnanimous act
he gave Lot his choice of grazing land and he would take
what was left. Lot chose the fertile plains that included
Sodom and Gomorra. These were great and wicked cities,
so perverse in fact that today there is a sin that bears the
name of one of them. It'sthe sin of sodomy.

When Lot left the company of Abraham, “he pitched
histent toward Sodom.” 1t wasn't long until he moved into
Sodom. Shortly thereafter, Sodom moved into him. He
and hisfamily felt right at home with the evil around them.
Excessive sin invites judgment and God accommodated it.
Asthe Lord prepared to destroy the cities, he said, “ Shall |
hide from Abraham the things which | do?’ (Gen. 18:17).
He then revealed to Abraham what his plans were. God
confided in him. And he did it more than once (Gen. 15:8,
13).

Itisthe samewith us. If wewill follow and obey God,
he will not only abide with us, he will confide in us. He
will show us hisways (Prov. 3:5-6). But God never shows
usin advance. Wemust follow him and obey him before he
will open the door.
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| shop at Brookshires in Bergfield shopping center
almost every week. The store has an automatic door that
openswhenyouwalk uptoit. But you must get close before
it opens. If you stand afar off, you can wait for ever and it
won't open. You haveto walk up to it for it to work.

It is the same with God. He shows us his way only as
wewalk up to himinfaith. He doesn’'t show uswhat to do
five years or even two years down the road. Hejust shows
us the door. And if we walk to it he will openit. He will
show us the way.

Jehovah is Still God

Third, if we exercise faith, God will provide for us.
When Abraham and | saac were going up the mountain, |saac
asked, “Father, where is the sacrifice?” And Abraham
replied, “God will provide himself a sacrifice”

There is a principle here we must remember: When
God guides, he always provides. I’'m not amystic. | don't
have dreams and visions. | have never seen the 900-foot
Jesus. | am askeptic by nature. But I’ve seenthisprinciple
work again and again — when God guides, he provides.

In my former pastorate, there came a time when |
believed our church should get more involved in local
missionswork. But we had debt we needed to pay off. So
I launched an effort to raise the funds necessary to be debt-
free. We would use the money we saved in interest for
local missions. Whilewe werein the process of raising the
funds needed, three mission opportunities were literally
given to us without our seeking any of them.

First, aKorean pastor from Houston called to say there
were a number of Koreans living in Tyler and wondered if
we would sponsor a Korean mission. With that phone call
we had our first mission. When God guides, he provides.
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Smith Association had been sponsoring the First
Mexican Baptist Church for years and the work was
struggling. It needed the supervision of alocal church.
Missionary Robert Jenkins asked if we would sponsor it.
We now had two missions. When God guides, he provides.

SylvaniaBaptist Church had so declined that it had only
about twenty in Sunday School. They could not pay their
bills. They were ready to disband. Pastor Rufus Wilmon
asked if we would take them asamission. We now had our
third mission. While we were raising money to pay off our
debt so we could get into local missions, three missions
were handed to us. When God guides, he provides.

Sylvania Church is now running 400 in Sunday School
and planning their third building, a new sanctuary to
accommodate the crowds.

With three missions, | needed someone to direct them.
The very Sunday we received the offering that would pay
off our debt, Curtis Baker visited our worship services.
Afterwards he said to me, “I’ m going to move my business
from Dallas to Lindale, and my secretary’s husband is the
assistant missionsdirector at First Baptistin Dallas.” | had
studied their program for ideasto usein ours. He continued,
“1 don’'t know if you're interested in local missions, but if
you are and if you like this man, | will give you $25,000 a
year for the next five years, to pay hissalary. And I'll give
you $12,000for local missionwork.” | had never met Curtis
Baker before that day. We hired the man and he led our
missions program. When God guides, he provides.

| felt we al so needed to feed the hungry, clothe the poor,
and heal the sick, as well as house a black church. There
was a church building in north Tyler that had been
repossessed by the FSLIC. It was perfect for our needs. |
asked the FSLIC what they were asking for it, but they
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couldn’t tell me. An independent appraiser estimated its
worth at about $70,000. It would also need about $10,000
In repairs.

We set ahigh attendance goal of 3,000 in Sunday School
for our church anniversary and | asked everyoneto bring a
gift of $20 extrathat day. (That, by the way, was only the
price of ahamburger, friesand alarge coke once aweek for
amonth.)

If they would, we could have an offering of $60,000 for
the building. | knew some of our people were retired and
living on a pension, and some singles were living on a
shoestring. | told them not to worry. If they didn’t have
$20, they could bring $10. If they didn’t have $10, they
could bring $5. If they didn’t have $5, they could bring $1.
But | asked everyone to bring something extra.

We received $72,000 extra as an offering that day. But
we gtill didn’t know what the building would cost. Three
weeks later the FSLIC said we could have it for $62,000.
That left $10,000 to repair the building, exactly the amount
of money we had raised. When God guides, he provides.

My last year at the church wefed 25,000 meals, clothed
18,000 people, and gave free medical help to 1,800 people
in that center. In addition, we established a black church
that averaged 125 in Sunday School. When God guides, he
provides.

Don't missthis. God did not provide the sacrifice for
Abraham while he stood at the base of the mountain. He
didn’t provide the sacrifice while he was climbing the
mountain. He didn’t provide the sacrifice while he was
gathering wood. He didn’t provide the sacrifice until
Abraham laid his son on the altar.

If you want God to provide, you've got to climb the
mountain. If youwant God to provide, you've got to gather
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thewood. If you want God to provide, you've got to strike
the match. If you want God to provide, you lay something
on the altar. Don’t forget it — when God guides, he
provides.

» If God abides with us, we should go where he

leads.

* |f God confidesin us, we should listen when he
speaks.

» If God provides for us, we should obey what he
commands.

Don't beafraid, don’t hesitate, trust the God of Abraham
who is still walking and working with those who have the
faith to follow.

GladysAylward, missionary to Chinamorethan 50 years
ago, was forced to flee when the Japanese invaded
Yangcheng. But she couldn’t leave her work behind. With
only one assistant, she led a hundred-plus orphans over the
mountains toward Free China

During Gladys's harrowing journey out of war-torn
Yangcheng . . . she grappled with despair as never before.
After passing a sleepless night, she faced the morning with
no hope of reaching safety. A thirteen-year-old girl in the
group reminded her of their much-loved story of Mosesand
the Israelites crossing the Red Sea.

“But | am not Moses,” Gladys cried in desperation.

“Of course you aren’t,” the girl said, “but Jehovah is
still God!” (The Hidden Price of Greatness, by Besson and
Hunsicker.) Heis! Solet’sfollow as he leads.






Chapter 9

Serving:
The Fatherhood of God, the
Brotherhood of Man, the
Neighborhood WhereYou Live

Acts 10:38

Denton Lotz, executive director of the Baptist World
Alliance, attended ameeting at the Kremlinin Moscow years
ago where he met the Prime Minister of Russia. He was
part of a delegation of religious leaders, most of them
orthodox priests, and all dressed in their long black robes
and black headpieces. When he stepped before the Prime
Minister, the Prime Minister stepped back and said, “Where
isyour uniform?’

A companion beside him spoke up, “The uniform of
Baptists is honesty, hard work, and service”

Honesty! Hard work! Service! Every believer ought
to clothe himself in those virtues. Jesus did. Thereisa
verse of scripturethat speaksto this. It comesfrom Peter’s
first sermon to a Gentile congregation at the home of
Corndlius, the Roman Centurion. Having declared that Jesus
isLord of Lords, he then sums up his earthly ministry with
this simple phrase: “He went about doing good” (Acts
10:38). He then went on to declare his crucifixion, burial,
and resurrection.

What did Peter mean by that? What did he mean by
“doing good?’ Look at Jesus' life and you will know. He
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fed the hungry, healed the sick, gave money to the poor
(John 12:6, 13:29), befriended ethnics (Samaritans) and
minorities and outcasts, cared for widows and orphans, and
he shared God's love with all people.

He not only went about doing good, he taught usto do
the same. In his most familiar teaching about doing good
hesaid, “For | wasan hungred, and ye gave me meat: | was
thirsty, and ye gave medrink: | wasastranger, and yetook
mein: Naked, andyeclothed me: | wassick, andyevisited
me: | wasin prison, and ye came unto me” (Matt. 25:35-
36).

Then he added, “1nasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of theleast of these my brethren, you have doneit unto me”
(vs. 40). With this hetaught usthat we serve God by doing
these little things for little people (i.e., the least of these).
Such acts of kindness he regards as being done personally
to him and for which we would be rewarded. And he said
that the man who hastwo coats should give oneto the person
who hasnone. And we aretold to remember thosein prison
as if you were their fellow prisoner (Heb. 13:3). He said
we can't even give a cup of cold water in his name without
being rewarded for it (Matt. 10:42). And he said the Lord
never forgets any labor of love which we do (Heb. 6:10).

Jesusdidn’t feed al the hungry, but he fed enough people
to teach us that we should feed people also. Hedidn't heal
all the sick, but he healed enough to teach usthat we should
care about thesick. Infact, theword “hospital” came from
the Christian word “ hospitality.”

Early Christianstook abandoned children, the sick, and
needy into their homes and nursed them back to health.
That's how hospitals came into being.

Ted Koppel said on Nightline several years ago, “The
measure of asociety ishow it treats its most vulnerable —
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the poor, theretarded, the children, the elderly.” Thisisnot
only the measure of a society, it is also the measure of our
Christianity . . . and one of the ways we will be judged.

Denton Lotz tells of another occasion when childrenin
one of the countries he was visiting sang a song about the
judgment. The words were: “When we get to heaven the
Lord will ask two questions, ‘Did you share your faith?
Did you share your bread?”

Real Christianity eventually comes down to that. This
IS not to suggest salvation by works. It does suggest that
our works reveal the depth and quality of our faith. If we
aretruefollowers of the one who “went about doing good,”
we must not be content just to go about. We must go about
doing good also. We must share our faith and we must
share our bread.

The great commandment, summarized by Jesusincludes
both love for God and love for people (Matt. 22:37-40).
Quaker scholar, Rufus Jones, captured this dual dimension
in hisdescription of Christianity as*belief in the fatherhood
of God, the brotherhood of man, and the neighborhood of
Philadel phia”

If we areto win our state our |ofty theological concepts
must come down to earth and show themselvesin practical
service. AsJesuswent about doing good, so must we. We
must do good where we live. We are to go about doing
good — as both servants of God and servants of manin our
own communities.

There are three great truths about service taught usin
scripture:

* Itistheway of greatness.

* Itistheway of happiness.

» [tistheway of Christlikeness.
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Bewar e of Ambition

First, service isthe way to greatness. A casual reading
of the gospels may give you the impression that the first
followers of Jesus aways acted from the noblest motives
and the best of intentions. But not so. These were men
with enormous egos, men who burned with ambition.

As Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for the last week of his
earthly life he spoke with his disciples of his approaching
death. They apparently thought that Jesus would establish
an earthly kingdom and the mother of James and John
wanted to be sure her sons had places of prominencein it.
So she asked that one might sit on his right hand and the
other on his left (Matt. 20:17-23).

The other disciples, hearing this, were resentful. They
wanted those top places themselves. Jesus seized the
moment and taught his disciples about true greatness. He
told them that in the unbelieving world greatnessismeasured
by power, authority, and rule. In that realm life is much
like a pyramid. The man at the top is the most important
and the more layers of people there are under you the more
important you are. But Jesuswas emphatic, “It shall not be
so among you.” Then he taught them that greatnessin his
kingdom was measured by service and ministry:
“Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your
minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him
be your servant” (Matt. 20:26-28).

Obviously, it's possible for us to nurse unworthy
ambitions while we are walking with Jesus. Worldly
ambition expresses itself in three ways. the collection of
wealth, the building of a reputation, and the wielding of
power.

It may be possiblethat servanthood isthe most neglected
teaching of Jesus. Therearefar too many religiouspyramid
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climbersamong us. Bigtimeoperators. Big shot preachers
seeking appointments to high places. Politicking for
positions, honors, and prestige. They love to be called
doctor, chairman, president. We, like those early disciples,
are often jockeying for positions and honors.

Shakespeare had Cardinal Woolsey say, “Beware of
ambition, for by it the angelsfell.”

Notice that Jesus does not condemn the quest for
greatness. Itisanormal desire. He, rather, redefinesit. He
givesthem anew understanding of what true greatnessisin
the kingdom of God.

If wewant to bereally great in God’s eyes, we've got to
climb down out of our ivory towers, mix and minglein the
sinand din of theworld. We've got to movefrom theream
of the superficial to the realm of the sacrificial. We must
take Jesus as our role model and do again what he did —
give ourselves for hurting humanity. It is away, the only
way, to true greatness.

Maybe the underlying problem behind the scandals of
modern Christianity is that we have distorted the kingdom
of God by training our spotlight not on the servants, but on
the stars. AsHenri Nouwen said in his article, “Keep your
eyes on the one who refused to turn stonesinto bread, jump
from great heights, or rule with temporal power. Keep your
eyes on the one who says, ‘ Blessed are the poor, the gentle,
those who mourn and those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness; blessed are the merciful, the peacemakers,
and those who are persecuted for the cause of
unrighteousness' . . . keep your eyes on the one who is poor
with the poor, weak with the weak, and rejected with the
rejected. That one is the source of all peace” In other
words, keep your eyes on the servant, not on the star.
(Christianity Today, Nov. 8, 1988, pg. 80.)
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Emerson said it best: “See how the great mass of men
worry themsel vesinto nameless graveswhile hereand there
a humble man forgets himself into immortality.”

A New Beatitude

Second, serviceistheway to happiness. Ontheway to
Jerusalem Jesus had taught hisdisciplesabout true greatness.
But apparently histeaching had made no lasting impression
onthem. Forinjust afew dayshe gatherswith hisdisciples
in the upper room for the last supper. You might think that
supper would have ended in a mood of quietness and
meditation. But, not so. The discipleswere till bickering
over greatness (Luke 22:24). Obviously they did not need
another sermon. What they needed was an object lesson.
So hearose from the table, wrapped atowel about hiswaist,
poured a basin of water, and began washing his disciples
feet.

Foot washing wasacommon practicein Jesus day. The
shoes of that day were sandals. Roads were unpaved. So
asthey traveled, their feet got dusty. Homes had no chairs
aswedo. Peoplerather reclined onthefloor with their feet
pulled up under them. If their feet weredirty, their garments
would get soiled. So a servant met them at the door of a
home and washed their feet. Foot washing wasthe work of
servants and that’s the role Jesus was taking.

When Jesus finished he asked his disciples, “Do you
realize what | have just done? You call me master and lord:
andwell youdo; for sol am. If | then, your lord and master,
have washed your feet; you ought to wash one another’s
feet” (John 13:12-14).

Then he said, “1 have given you an example that you
should do as | have doneto you.” Thisisthe only timein
the Bible when Jesus ever said, “| have given you an
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example” Then he closesthe experience with the beatitude,
“If you know these things, happy are ye if ye do them”
(John 13:17).

The Greek word translated “happy” is the word
“makarios” It is often translated “blessed.” And those
sayingsthat begin with “blessed” are called “ beatitudes’ or
the beautiful attitudes of life.

Jesus began his famous sermon on the mount with
several of them. Jesus often used beatitudes as a teaching
method.

“ Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirsisthe
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be
comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall
inherit the earth.

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness. for they shall befilled.

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy.

Blessed are the purein heart: for they shall see
God.

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God.

Blessed are they which are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake: for theirsis the kingdom of
heaven.

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake” (Matt. 5:3-11).

But, these were not the only beatitudes Jesus spoke. Paul
gave us another when he said, “For you remember how the
Lord Jesus said it is more blessed to give than to receive’
(Acts20:35). And, “Blessed ishethat shall not be offended
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inme” (Matt. 11:6). And hereisyet another one: “If you
know these things, happy (makarios) are yeif ye do them”
(John 13:17).

He does not say we will be happy if we talk about it.
He does not say we will be happy if we paint pictures of it.
He does not say we will be happy if we embroider it and
hang it on our wall. He says we will be happy if we do
them.

Everyone who knows what life is about agrees, foot
washing people — those who serve — are the really happy
peopleinlife. Thelate poet and critic, John Crowe Ransom,
inhis“I’'ll TakeMy Stand” essay, said, “Men arenot lovely,
and men are not happy, for being too ambitious.”

| have personally never seen atime when there was more
unhappinessin the ministry and in people’slivesthan there
istoday. | think part of the reason isto be found right here.
We livein such a self-indulgent and uncaring nation where
we no longer reach out to help one another and then we
missthejoy of life. Itisinministry, in humble service, that
wefind our deepest satisfaction as pastorsand aslay people.

We need to recapturethe spirit of R. C. Buckner, founder
of Buckner Baptist Benevolencesin Texas, who | eft alegacy
of benevolencethat hasblessed thousands. Dr. J. M. Dawson
wrote of him, “When Buckner was dying he said, ‘Please
do not fold my hands across my breast. Leave them open,
ready for work. 1’ve had such joy and profit in service here,
| trust the master will have something for meto do hereafter.
Leave my hands open for service.'”

Courtney Tower tells of ayoung Canadian named Tony
who worked in one of Mother Teresa' s hospitalsin Calcutta,
India The people there are starving. Apart from cleaning
up their wounds, about the only treatment is antibiotics and
medicine for tuberculosis and pneumonia. Almost half the
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patients die.

Tony decided to give hislifeto thiswork. Hewrote his
parents back home, “I’ve never been more alive than | am
in this place full of death, never been so close to heaven as
| amin this hell”

He goeson, looking about him: “You almost feel selfish
because you benefit so much. You know, you can betoldin
school and in church, over and over, that there is a God,
have faith, believe. Here you experience God in atangible
way, seeing himin other people” (Readers Digest Special
Feature, Mother Teresa’'s Work of Grace, Nov. 1987, pg.
223)

Albert Schweitzer, who had five earned doctors degrees
and who distinguished himself in the fields of music and
medicine and missions, returned from Africa to tell the
graduating class of hisalmamater, “| don’t know what your
destiny will be, but onething | know: the only ones among
you who will bereally happy are those who will have sought
and found how to serve”

All some Christians want to talk about is being fed.
William Henson said, “1 think sometimes they’ve taken the
cross off the altar and replaced it with afeed trough. | want
to say to them sometimes, ‘Don’t you want to just take off
the bib and put on the apron and wash some feet?”

Foot washing is the way to happiness.

Oh God! MakeMeLike Joe!

Third, humble serviceistheway of Christlikeness. The
New Testament church was not all that different from
churchestoday. It wasacollection of imperfect people who
had been saved and were in the process of becoming what
God wanted them to be. So, we find many of the churches
in scripture in conflict. The Galatian churches were
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squabbling over doctrine. The church at Corinth was in
conflict over preachers. The church at Philippi wasdivided
over adisagreement between two women. It was achurch
incivil war.

This distressed the apostle Paul. He knew if we can’t
dwell together in love, how can we convince the world that
weserveaGod of love. And, if we're constantly in conflict,
we dissipate our best energies on in-fighting and not on
advancing the kingdom.

S0 he appeals for unity of heart and mind. He writes,
“Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than
themselves’ (Phil. 2:3).

Strife is knocking others down. Vain glory is lifting
yourself up. That’'s a sure way to have conflict anywhere
anytime.

The solution? Themind of Christ. Paul says, “Let this
mind beinyou, which wasalsoin Christ Jesus’ (Phil. 2:5).
Theword “mind” does not refer to the intellectual grasp of
Christ. We could never havethat. It rather means his spirit
and attitude. What was his spirit? It was the humble spirit
that caused him to step down from heaven as God to earth
asaman. But, more than just becoming a man, he became
a servant. He even died on the cross. When you see the
condescending Christ stooping to serve and identifying with
the lowest el ement of society, then you understand the spirit
necessary for peace and harmony.

We must forget about our rights and think about others.
It is as we do this that we become like the Savior.

Tony Campolo tells of a bowery mission drunk named
Joe who was converted. He was transformed from a
miserable wino into a caring person committed to helping
others. Joe worked full-time at the mission. No matter



Serving: The Fatherhood of God, the Brotherhood of Man,
The Neighborhood Where You Live kK]

how dreaded or dirty the job, Joe was always willing to do
it. Heexemplified Christianliving. One evening, whenthe
director of the mission was preaching, adrunk cameforward
and knelt at the altar. He prayed out loud, “Oh God! Make
melike Joe! MakemelikeJoe!” Thedirector of themission
leaned over and said, “ Son, | think it would be better if you
prayed, ‘Make me like Jesus!’” The drunk looked at the
mission director and asked, “Is he like Joe?’ (Tony
Campolo, Everything You' ve Heard isWrong. Dallas. Word,
1992, pg. 73.)

Jesuswas like Joe. But Joewas also like Jesus. And if
wewant to belike Jesus, we must be like Joe too. You must
serve others. It isthe way to Christlikeness.

Remember that Jesus washed the feet of Judas, who
would betray him; and the feet of Peter, who would deny
him; and the feet of the other disciples, who would desert
him. He knew all of thisin advance, but still, he washed
their feet.

Whenyou and | have aservant spirit, the spirit of Christ,
no placeistoo small, no position istoo low, no priceistoo
high, no person istoo insignificant for usto serve.

The poem expresses it best:

If Jesus stays within the book,

He'll ne’ er receive another look.

If he remains within the creed,

He'll fail to meet your deepest need.
But if to folks your love impart
You'll find his spirit in your heart.






Chapter 10

Cooperating:
The Army of the Anonymous
Colossians 4.7-18

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, was one of the
great Christian leaders of all times. Ordained at the age of
twenty, he maintained an active ministry for the next 64
years, until hedied at the age of 84. Wedley preached 42,400
sermons, an average of 15 per week, for 64 years. If a
preacher today, preaching three times a week, Sunday
morning, Sunday night, and Wednesday night, were to
preach that many sermons, it would take him 320 years to
doit.

Wesley traveled over 290,000 miles in his preaching-
missionary journeys. This is equivalent to encircling the
globe 12 times. And, he did it not by jet airplane,
automobile, or rail, but on foot and on horseback and by
boat.

He either wrote or edited more than 200 books.

This great Christian leader was converted one night,
when, to get out of a thunderstorm, he slipped into
Aldersgate Chapel and heard the testimony of a simple
layman. Wesley said of that experience, “My heart was
strangely warmed,” and he was never the same again.

Once, when Abraham Kaiper, the Dutch theologian,
finished preaching, a plain peasant woman with a shawl
over her head and shoulders said to him, “Dr. Kaiper, that
was a great sermon, but you need to be born again.”

115
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Not long thereafter hewas. And, from that day forward
he kept a picture of that plain woman on his desk to remind
him of what she had done for him.

D. L. Moody, thefamed evangdlist, wasto hisgeneration
what Billy Graham is to ours. But Moody, the great
preacher, was won to Christ by the witness of his Sunday
School teacher, alayman, who visited him at the shoe store
where he worked in Boston. The man found Moody in the
stock room, and shared Christ with him.

Moody’s preaching ministry took him to England.
There, one Sunday he heard a bivocational preacher, a
butcher by profession, named Henry Varley, say, “ Theworld
has yet to see what God can do with one man whose lifeis
completely committed to hiswill.”

Moved by the words of the plain lay preacher, Moody
resolved he would be that man.

Severa yearsago Donald W. M cCullough, senior editor
of Christianity Today, wrote an article about his father’s
retirement (Nov. 8, 1993, page 13). He said: “My father
recently retired after 36 years as pastor of Bethany
Community Churchin Seattle. Most readersof thiscolumn
will have never heard of him: Hewrote no booksor articles,
he had no television ministry, he offered no seminars on
effective church leadership, and he rarely spoke to other
congregations. What John McCullough did was faithfully
care for those entrusted to him.”

Then, after describing the ordinary but effective ministry
of hisfather, hewrote: “Evangelicalslovether stars, lifting
high on pedestal s best-selling authors, conference speakers,
television evangelists, and mega-church CEOs. But we
would do well to remember that the church, for the most
part, is nourished by unknown pastors who stay at it, day
by day, in ordinary congregations of sinnerswho, by grace
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and prodding, are slowly cgjoled into sainthood.” These,
hesaid hisfather referred to as*thearmy of the anonymous.”

One of the most impressive facts of both Bible and
church history isthat the kingdom of God hasgoneforward,
not so much on the shoulders of its great |eaders, as on the
backs of ordinary people, plain vanilla saints, like you and
me — the army of the anonymous.

Thistruthisvividly portrayed by the apostle Paul in his
writings to the church at Colosse. The book of Colossians
Isone of his great theological treatises. Init, he carries us
to spiritual heights as he gives us the most beautiful and
comprehensive pictureof ChristintheBible. Then hebrings
us back to earth with apractical application of the gospel to
the lives of believers.

As he concludes the book he speaks a brief personal
word about ten of the people who were involved in the
ministry with him and with the church. We know about the
greatness of the apostle Paul. He honeycombed the Roman
empire with churches. He wrote 13 of the 27 books in the
New Testament. He championed the gospel against those
who would pervert itssimple message. But he did not work
alone. Theseten ordinary men also contributed to the work.

Takeaminuteto look at them: Thefirst two Paul names
are Tychicus (vs. 7) and (vs. 9) Onesimus. They were his
envoys. They wereto deliver thisletter to the church, telling
it how the apostle was doing, and then bring back word to
him of the state of the church.

While Tychicus is mentioned four other times in
scripture, we know little more of him than isrecorded here.
Onesimus, we know better. He was a runaway slave who
went to Rome where he was converted under Paul’s
preaching. Paul instructed him to return to his master, a
risky venture, for according to Roman law a master could
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put a runaway slave to death. But Philemon, Onesimus
master, was also one of Paul’s converts. So Paul wrote him
aletter (the book of Philemon) in which he made an appeal
in behalf of Onesimus. He pointed out that Onesimus was
now a changed man and that he should receive him back,
not as aslave, but as a brother.

Next he names Aristarchus (vs. 10). When Paul was
arrested in Ephesus because of his preaching, Aristarchus
was arrested with him. Later, when Paul sailed for Rome
as a prisoner, Aristarchus was with him again. Now, in
Rome, heiscalled afellow prisoner.

Obviously Aristarchus was the kind of man you could
count on in a pinch, the kind who would stick by you in
tough times. He was willing to lay hislife on the line for
Christ and hisfriend if necessary.

Then he names Mark, the nephew of Barnabas (vs. 10).
John Mark had accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their
first missionary journey. But, along theway Mark quit the
work and returned home. Paul took this defection hard and
refused to take Mark on his second missionary journey. This
led to a dispute and an eventual split with Barnabas as his
missionary partner. By now Mark had redeemed himsalf
and proven to be a valuable assistant to the apostle Paul in
God'swork (2 Tim. 4:11).

Then he names Jesus, who was also called Justus. This
was a common name in the New Testament world, but it is
the only mention of Justus in scripture.

Next he names Epaphras (vs. 12). All that is said of
him is“helabors fervently for you in prayers that you may
stand perfect and complete in al the will of God.”

Then he mentions Luke (vs. 14), the beloved physician,
and Demeas (vs. 14), who later became a deserter (2 Tim.
4:10).
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Next comes Nymphas (vs. 15), in whose home the
church met. Church buildings as we know them did not
come into existence until 250 A.D. Before that time the
church met in rented halls, on river banks, and in people's
homes. Nymphas home was one of them.

And finally, he speaks of Archippus (vs. 17). The
church, Paul said, was to say to him, “Take heed to the
ministry which thou hasreceived inthe Lord, that thou fulfill
it

While some of these men are repeatedly mentioned in
the scriptures, most appear only thisonce. They madetheir
entrance on the stage of history and then exit just asquickly,
never to be heard from again. They play apart inthedrama
of world evangelization, but alwaysas part of the supporting
cast, never asthe lead actors. That part went to the apostle
Paul. But the very listing of their names here and the ever
so brief comments about some of them, hel ps us understand
how important such people arein God's service.

If we would win our state we must have more people
like them — people who cooperate in God’s work, willing
to play second fiddle, willing to serve in the army of the
anonymous. We can't al preach to the masses like Billy
Graham; we can't all write best sellerslike Chuck Swindoll;
andwe can't al be great soloistslike George Beverly Shea.
But we can go quietly about God's work, content to serve
in obscurity. We can be a part of the vast army of the
anonymous, so necessary for winning our world to Christ.

Three truths about this needed army emerge from this
listing that we must not miss:

* God needsall of us.

* Weall need one another.

*  Weall need God.
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Do What You Can

First, God needsall of us. Whilethe apostle Paul played
the key role in world evangelization and the establishment
of the New Testament church, he was, by no means, the
only player inthe cast. These men were, by hisown words,
“faithful ministers,” his “fellow servants,” his “beloved
brothers,” and his“fellow workers’ in the kingdom of God.
Paul, perhaps more than anyone else, realized how
dependent the work of the Lord is on such people.

We don't know what all of them did, but Paul does
mention the work of two of them specifically: Epaphras,
who labored fervently for the church in prayer that it might
stand perfect and complete in al the will of God (vs. 12),
and Nymphas, who allowed the church to meet in hishouse
(vs. 15).

Itispossiblethat these men did not possesstheintellect
or the charisma of the great apostles, but they could pray
for the church and they could open their hometo the church.
And the church needed both. The church needs preachers
and missionaries. But it also needs prayer and a place to
meet. We need to remember that the man who kneelsin the
prayer closet to pray isjust as important as the man who
stands in the pulpit to preach. And the person who opens
his hometo aBible study isjust as vital as the person who
opens his Bible to teach that study.

What can you do? What is your gift? What is your
ministry? Can you pray? Preach? Provide a place to
worship? Whatever itis, wemust do it if we areto win our
state. Someone has said the world isabetter place because
Michaelangelo didn’'t say, “I don’t do ceilings”

Because Luther didn’t say, “ | don’t do doors”
Because Wesley didn’t say, “ | don’t do fields!
Because Moses didn’'t say, “ | don’t do rivers”
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Because Mary didn’'t say, “ | don’t do feet”
Because Paul didn’t say, “ | don’t do letters”
Because Jesus didn’t say, “ | don’t do crosses”
Whatever you can do, doit. God needsall of us.

For Whom the Bell Tolls

Second, weall need one another. Sometimesthe apostle
Paul, in his writings, leaves the impression that he was
terribly self-sufficient, i.e., that he and God could make it
without anybody else. He wrote once, “I can do al things
through Christ who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13). That
soundsawfully independent. Healsowrote, “| havelearned
that in whatsoever state | am in, therewith to be content. |
have learned both how to be abased and | know how to
abound” (Phil. 4:11-12).

Those statements appear to be from a man who needs
nothing and no one. But then we read passages like this
and we know better. These men, Tychicus, Onesimus,
Aristarchus, Mark, and Justus, Paul says, “have been a
comfort unto me.”

The word “comfort” isthe Greek word from which we
get our word paregoric. Do you remember when your babies
had the colic? You would rock them, pat them, sing to them,
but nothing helped. There was no way you could get them
torelax and go to sleep. Nothing worked. Then when both
you and the baby were exhausted, you gave them some
paregoric. The baby relaxed and both of you got somerest.

Paul said that these brethren were like a paregoric to
him. They were like atonic to hissoul. They warmed his
heart. Thefact is, everybody needs around him a group of
people, Christian brothers, to strengthen, to help him through
life. We all need spiritual paregoric.

Not only did Paul need comfort, but Archippus, a
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member or a minister of the Colossian church, needed
confronting. He needed to be called into accountability.
Paul wroteto the church, “And say to Archippus, Take heed
to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord that
thou fulfill it.” We don’t know if Archippuswas aminister
or just amember of the Colossian congregation. We don’'t
know what hisministry was. Wedon't know if his problem
was what he had done or what he had |eft undone. We just
know he wasn’t fulfilling the ministry the Lord had given
him and the church was to confront him about it. They
wereto call him into account.

We all need that.

John Donne, the popular preacher and writer from
England, wrote the words that Ernest Hemingway used for
the title of hisfirst novel, “For Whom the Bell Tolls” He
wrote, “No manisanisland entirein himself. Every manis
a piece of the continent, a part of the main. If aclod be
washed away by the sea then Europe is the lesser. Any
man’'s death diminishes me because | am involved in
mankind. And therefore never send to ask for whom the
bell tolls. It tollsfor thee”

Do you seethe picture? We may not haveall come over
on the same ship, but we areall inthe sameboat. Wearein
thistogether. We are all tied to one another. Not only does
God need all of us, we all need one another.

Girded by Grace

Finally, we al need God. Paul closes hisletter with the
words, “Grace be with you” (vs. 18). The word “grace”
refers to “the favor” or “the blessings” of God. That one
singleword, “grace,” captures the essence of the gospel.

We are saved by that grace (Eph. 2:8-9). We do not
work for or earn our salvation. It is a gift from God. Itis
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the result of hisfavor, hislove for us.

And we are also sustained by grace. Paul spoke of
having a“thornintheflesh.” Thiswassomekind of physical
infirmity that limited him in hiswork for God. He prayed
three times for the Lord to take it away, but he didn't. He
rather said, “My grace is sufficient for you” (2 Cor. 12:7-
9).

Where do wefind grace? Whereisit dispensed? Where
isthe getting place? The book of Hebrewstellsusto “come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy
and find graceto help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16).

So there is a throne of grace available to us. And we
approach that throne through Jesus, our high priest. We
dare not forget, therefore, that while we work for him, the
work depends on him. We need God's favor, his blessings.

A young preacher, discouraged and defeated, came to
an older minister for counsel. He said, “Pastor, | have no
abilitiesand no talents. | have failed miserably. God can’t
possibly useme.” Thewise pastor said, “ Yes, hecan. God
isapotter. He works with mud.”

If you believe nothing significant can happen through
your life, you have said more about your belief in God than
you have about yourself. God can and will use you. He
needsall of us.

Paul’s army of the anonymous did what they could for
the Lord and that’swhat we all must do if we areto win our
state.
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