
By TrenT GoldsTon

Staff Writer

At first glance, Stuart Smith 
is an unimposing character. His 
calm and relaxed demeanor 
gives him the guise of being 
laid back; however, his personal 
drive is more aggressive than 
most people can imagine. 

Smith, a Waco attorney and 
1982 Baylor alumnus, is argu-
ably one of the most accom-
plished adventurers in recent 
history. He is the first American 
in history and the seventh per-
son in the world to climb the 
highest peak on every continent 
and to also ski to the North and 
South Poles, a feat commonly 
referred to as the Adventure 
Grand Slam.

Smith has been able to ac-
complish all of this while keep-
ing his successful business and 
marriage in balance.

“You really have to decide 
what your priorities are,” Smith 
said. “I’ve been very fortunate 

being married to the right 
woman who’s patient with 
me.”

As a partner at Naman, 
Howell, Smith and Lee Pro-
fessional Limited Liability 
company, Smith dedicates a 
lot of his practice to litigation. 
Although his work occupies a 
lot of his time, Smith said it is 
important to pursue passions 
outside of the workplace.

“You need to try and make 
it a part of your life from the 
beginning,” Smith said. “I’ve 
never met anyone who at the 
end of their career would say 
‘I wish I had taken less va-
cation time’ or ‘I wish I had 
worked more.’”

Smith has also participated 
in more than 14 marathons, 
and run four 50-mile races. 
This past summer, Smith tack-
led the 650-mile cross-country 
ski from Canada to the North 
Pole, a journey that took 52 days 
to complete.

“I had to gain 20 pounds be-
fore the North Pole and ended 
up losing 30,” Smith said. “It 
was 14 hours a day and we were 
starving.”

Smith said that hard work in 

one portion of his life feeds the 
other areas. To stay in shape, 
Smith runs 40 miles a week, usu-
ally before going to work in the 
morning. He also rock climbs on 
a weekly basis.

“To me, the training makes 
the work easier,” Smith said. “If 
you stay in shape, it makes you a 

lot more efficient both mentally 
and physically.”

Smith also recalled losing 
20 pounds when he climbed 
Everest. He has been around 
avalanches, fallen in a crevasse, 
gotten frostbite and even had 
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Stuart Smith and fellow climber David Liano trek over a crevice. Liano and 
Smith climbed together for an entire mountain climbing trip on Lhotse  
mountain. (Top) Stuart Smith poses in front of Mount Everest while on 
Lhotse mountain.
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Life on a mountain’s ledge

Farm bureau
endorses 
Huchison

Visiting professor: ‘We are a narrative species’

Students meet across the globe, exchange stories

By aSSociated PreSS

AUSTIN   — Citing concerns about private property 
rights, the Texas Farm Bureau endorsed U.S. Sen. Kay Bai-
ley Hutchison for governor Monday, abandoning Gov. Rick 
Perry.

The farm bureau endorsed Perry in his previous two 
runs for governor, but has been at odds with the Republican 
incumbent over what the bureau says is his lack of action 
in curbing abuses of eminent domain and protecting pri-
vate property rights. Farmers have vocally opposed Perry’s 
Trans-Texas Corridor toll road network that threatens to take 
farm and ranch land.

“Sen. Hutchison has been a leader in the U.S. Senate on 
agriculture and property rights issues,” said Kenneth Dier-
schke, president of the Texas Farm Bureau. “For the future 
of Texas, we call for new leadership, new ideas and a new 
vision.”

He also praised Hutchison for supporting the elimina-
tion of the estate tax and the deductibility of the state sales 
tax on federal income tax returns.

Perry’s spokesman, Mark Miner, dismissed the farm 
bureau endorsement as “political payback” for Hutchison 
because the bureau operates an insurance business and 
Hutchison voted for the bailout a year ago of the financial 
and insurance industry.

“I think it’s a major reason” for the endorsement, Miner 
said. “It’s very clear the governor has been a strong advocate 
for property rights.”

Farm bureau spokesman Gene Hall said the bureau’s 
affiliated companies offer insurance, “but those companies 
have not received one dime in bailout money.”

Miner is demonstrating “an astonishing lack of under-
standing of what the Texas Farm Bureau is,” Hall said, not-
ing that when Perry received farm bureau endorsements, he 
welcomed them.

Miner later said he was not suggesting the farm bureau 
benefited financially but just pointing out it had supported 
the bailout. The group said in October 2008 it supported the 
federal bill because it would bring stability to the financial 
markets and some of its provisions would help farmers and 
ranchers.

“We’re not surprised that an insurance company who 
supported the bailout would endorse somebody who voted 
for it,” said Miner, who has criticized Hutchison for voting 
for the bill. She opposed later federal stimulus spending 
bills.

Hutchison campaign spokeswoman Jennifer Baker 
wouldn’t comment on Miner’s bailout remark, other than 
to say Perry is “out of touch and arrogant” and he advocates 
“abusive” eminent domain policies.

Hutchison and Perry are squaring off in a rough and ex-
pensive Republican primary in March. Both candidates have 
been trying to make the property rights issue their own.

With the Texas Farm Bureau endorsement, Hutchison 
gets the backing of a group that has 421,000 members and 
offices and activists in more than 200 counties.

Perry has been rolling out a long list of endorsements of 
his own, including the Texas Association of Realtors and the 

By CaTy HirsT

coPy editor

An American student 
and two Japanese students 
sit together in a picture 
booth in Tokyo. Laughing, 
the young women take 
multiple pictures before 
they decorate their favor-
ite snapshots with words, 
colors and clipart.

The women, Jodi Walk-
er, a senior from Furman 
University, and Mari Ito, a 
foreign exchange student, 
had met two days prior. 

Beth Walker, the inter-
national student relations 
coordinator at Baylor and 
Jodi Walker’s mother, had 

been coordinating with 
Ito during the summer, 
making the final prepara-
tions for her to come to 
Baylor as an international 
student in August. When 
Beth Walker discovered 
her daughter, Jodi Walker, 
would be traveling to To-
kyo, she arranged for the 
two women to get con-
nected.

“I did not know if Mari 
would have time to meet 
her, so I was very grate-
ful that Mari would take 
the time to contact Jodi 
and to make such a point 
to meet with her,” Beth 
Walker said. “That is the 
kind of hospitality that we 

are also extended in other 
countries and it is impor-
tant to me that we notice 
that and extend that same 
kind of hospitality.”

Jodi Walker arrived 
in Tokyo on Aug. 2, after 
completing a three month 
teaching internship at 
MeySen Academy in Sen-
dai, Japan. She taught kin-
dergarten children English 
in the Immersion Program 
and taught first through 
sixth grade in Friend’s 
Club.

“My favorite part was 
just getting to know Mari,” 
Jodi said in an e-mail to 
the Lariat. “While in Sen-
dai I was not exposed to 

many Japanese people my 
age that spoke English. It 
was so much fun to get to 
hear her perspectives of 
Japanese culture.”

Mari took Jodi shop-
ping for everything from 
clothes to chopsticks. 
She took her to eat at res-
taurants, offered her the 
hospitality of her family, 
advised her on historical 
locations to visit and even 
recommended which ho-
tel to stay at.

“Tokyo would not 
have been the same with-
out Mari,” Jodi said. “I 
traveled all the time while 
I was in Japan, usually 
by myself because it was 

easier. But in a big city like 
Tokyo I would have been 
lost without a good friend 
like Mari. She showed 
me so many things that I 
would have never been 
able to see or even know 
about by myself.”

In turn, Jodi was able 
to advise Mari about her 
upcoming stay in the U.S. 
and ease her fears of being 
an international student in 
a foreign country. 

“I was hesitant to talk 
to American people be-
cause I feel like they are 
different from me, but 
(Jodi) was really nice and 
she talked with me a lot,” 
Mari said. “I could feel like 

it was the same kind of 
friendship as back home. I 
don’t have to be afraid of 
people here.”

Beth Walker was very 
excited the two women 
were able to meet and 
help each other. 

“I was delighted,” 
Walker said. “I thought, 
‘This will be a great op-
portunity for Mari to be 
able to meet someone 
from Waco that could tell 
her things she might want 
to know and to reassure 
her that she would make 
friends and have a good 
time.’ I also knew that it 

By laura PaTTon

rePorter

A girl who always looks an-
gry, inexplicably covered with 
tattoos, smells a flower in Dr. 
Roger Rosenblatt’s class. She 
once sold roses on the side of the 
highway. No one ever bought 
roses for her. 

“That was the beginning of 
writing,” Rosenblatt said. 

The girl was a student in 
one of Rosenblatt’s classes at 

Stony Brook University in Stony 
Brook, New York. Her appear-
ance and attitude were sudden-
ly explained to Rosenblatt — her 
anger and deviance, a result of 
seeing flowers being purchased 
for loved ones when she never 
received any roses. It was a re-
sponse evoked by one of Rosen-
blatt’s favorite teaching meth-
ods, which involves smelling a 
flower and writing a response 
to what the smell means to the 
student.

The action is part of what 
Rosenblatt calls the “throat-
clearing method.” The purpose 
of this method is to make sure 
the student is in the right pres-
ence of mind to write, and cut 
out fluff at the beginning of the 
story. He also spoke about how 
he would open and close a door, 
and students would write on 
what they drew from the mo-
tion.

Few things in life are more 
important than the stories we 

tell, Rosenblatt said.
Rosenblatt is one of three 

finalists for the Robert Foster 
Cherry Award for Great Teach-
ing. He is currently a distin-
guished professor of English 
at Stony Brook University and 
gave a presentation Monday, 
which attracted a crowd that 
overflowed the Foyer of Medi-
tation in Armstrong Browning 
Library.

The program is designed to 
honor great teachers promote 

dialogue in about the value of 
teaching and develop the value 
of great teaching within depart-
ments. The winner will be an-
nounced in spring 2010 and will 
teach in residence during either 
the fall 2010 or spring 2011. All 
of the finalists were nominated 
and will be giving  presentations 
at Baylor this semester.

The other finalists are Elliot 
West, an alumni distinguished 
professor of history at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas and Edward 

Burger, distinguished professor 
of mathematics and Gaudino 
Scholar at Williams College. 

Rosenblatt’s discussion on 
the reasons why humans tell 
stories attracted students from 
from all fields. Fort Worth senior 
Caitlin Rodgers, a professional 
writing major, said she enjoyed 
the way he talked about story-
telling.

“I really liked how he talked 

Jodi Walker, a senior from 
Furman University and Mari Ito, 
a Japanese student from Tokyo, 
take a photo in a picture booth 
in Tokyo.
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As the 2009 president of the Baylor 
Alumni Association (BAA), I’d like 
to respond to a letter to the editor by 
Baylor grad Jay Hudkins that ran in 
the Sept. 29 edition of the Baylor Lariat 
regarding the proposal that Baylor’s 
regents and interim administration 
made to the BAA on Sept. 19.

In that letter, Mr. Hudkins asked 
the BAA and Baylor to respond to two 
questions: “Would the Baylor Magazine 
and the Baylor Line each independently 
publish a story worthy of the atten-
tion of the alumni even though that 
story might cast the administration or 
university in a negative light? Would 
the new, ‘joined’ university-held and 
overseen magazine commit to publish-
ing an equally controversial article?”

While I cannot answer the second 
question, since it is one that only 
Baylor administrators can answer, I am 
certainly glad to answer our part of the 
first question.

The BAA plays many roles, one of 
which is as a trusted communicator. 
Most of the time, the Baylor story is 
one of great success, and the vast ma-
jority of our pages are filled with this 
good news. We do indeed report on 

Baylor’s challenges and controversies, 
when they occur, in a candid and bal-
anced manner that alumni have come 
to rely on and value.

We would prefer to not have any 
“negative” news to report, but we 
believe that responsibly covering such 
stories is beneficial, rather than detri-

mental, to Baylor as a whole. We don’t 
believe in keeping alumni in the dark. 
They deserve the full story so they can 
remain as well-informed, loyal and 
supportive of Baylor as possible.

Published by the BAA since 1946, 
the Baylor Line magazine has a long 
track record of even-handed, respon-
sible reporting. This has given us 
unequaled credibility with alumni and 
friends of Baylor.

The proposal that Baylor adminis-
trators and regents have made to the 
BAA calls for the merger of the Baylor 
Line and Baylor Magazine, which Baylor 
created in 2002, with the resulting pub-
lication being under university control.

The BAA is certainly interested 
in any proposal the university has to 
offer. Our board will soon establish a 
study committee to carefully assess 
the proposal, and we will respond in a 
way that we believe is best for Baylor. 

David Lacy ’79
2009 president of the Baylor Alumni 

Association
Waco, Texas

Stop. Before you cram your season tickets 
into the paper shredder or make weekend plans 
that conflict with the rest of Baylor’s home 
games, take a second. Exhale.  

While Robert Griffin’s injury hinders the 
Bears’ attempt to snap a 15-year bowl drought, 
Baylor’s season is still meaningful. In his short 
tenure as Baylor’s head coach, Art Briles has 
developed talent that he inherited in 2007 (Jay 
Finley and David Gettis), and recruited assets 
(Kendall Wright and Jarred Salubi) to construct 
a well-balanced offense that helps alleviate the 
loss of Griffin.

True, Griffin was the cornerstone of mo-
mentum heading into the season. During the 
offseason, Griffin was labeled as the “fastest 
man to ever play quarterback” by ESPN.com 
writer Bruce Feldman. Griffin’s accolades for 
his freshman season were prestigious, including 
Freshman All-American and Big 12 Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year.

But in Griffin’s first three games of the 

season, his presence on the field descended from 
his role in 2008. Griffin was limited to only 77 
rushing yards and two touchdowns rushing in 
his first three games, whereas Griffin established 
those numbers in his first one and a half games 
as a true freshman.

Last year, the offense was run through Grif-
fin. In 2009, Griffin took on more of a distribu-
tor’s role, and because of that, the Bears won’t 
be stranded or befuddled as they enter Big 12 
play.

While the quarterback play from either Blake 
Szymanski or Nick Florence won’t be as electri-
fying and spontaneous as when No. 10 takes the 
field, Baylor’s football team needs support from 
its peers, fans and faculty now more than ever. 

While the University of Texas’ season has 
been unblemished, the remainder of the Big 
12 South has receded following a magical 2008 
season in which at one time four teams resided 
in the top 10 of the AP poll. The opportunity 
for the Bears to finally escape the lower tier 

of the Big 12 South is at its peak with Texas 
A&M University’s program in a sluggish state. 
Meanwhile, Texas Tech University is struggling 
to recuperate from the losses of Graham Harrell 
and Michael Crabtree, making a bowl game 
in reasonable grasp for Briles’ team — with or 
without Griffin. 

At 3-1, Baylor is three wins away from play-
ing in December (or January) for the first time 
since its students were in grade school. Winning 
without Griffin in possible — as proven by a 
31-15 victory against Kent State University on 
Saturday. 

As a private university, Baylor has a fan base 
microscopic relative to the large state schools in 
its conference. And as many players can attest, 
having a solid crowd roaring on a crucial third-
down play, or celebrating a long touchdown, is 
essential to amplifying the team’s efforts. With 
only three home games left on the schedule, 
make Baylor football a priority on your Satur-
day — not a social option. 

Editorial
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Even without Griffin, Baylor 
football season has potential 

Opinion Policy

The Baylor Lariat welcomes reader viewpoints through letters to 
the editor and guest columns. Opinions expressed in the Lariat 
are not necessarily those of the Baylor administration, the Baylor 
Board of Regents or the Student Publications Board.  Letters to 
the editor should  include the writer’s name, major, graduation 
year, phone number and student identification number. Non-
student writers should include their address. Letters that focus 
on an issue affecting students or faculty may be considered for a 
guest column at the editor’s discretion. All submissions become 
the property of The Baylor Lariat. The Lariat reserves the right 
to edit letters for grammar, length, libel and style. Letters should 
be e-mailed to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu or mailed to The Baylor 
Lariat, One  Bear Place #97330, Waco, TX 76798-7330.

Point 
of 
View

BY kelseY mohr

There are never enough hours in the 
day.  In between classes, homework, 
a job, organizations and friends, who 
really has time to sit down and write a 
letter?  

In a technologically advanced time 
where texting and e-mail allow us to 
remain continually connected to people 
in our lives, I think it is important to take 
a step back.  Letters are not a communi-
cation technique of the past, but a breath 
of fresh air that shows consideration and 
a sacrifice of time.

Letters are unique in that they are 
ancient in usage, but still can provide a 
deep connection between people.

The most obvious letter that comes 
to mind is the love letter.  The time and 
thoughtfulness involved creates a perfect 
conduit for romance.

Pay attention to presentation and 
expressiveness. A love letter is as much 
about the visual appeal as it is about the 
words that are in it. 

Love is a word that is thrown around 
easily, but takes a little more effort to 
sincerely articulate. Poets and writers 
have been trying for centuries to write 
the perfect love letter, so don’t worry if 
yours is not particularly eloquent.

Romance is not the only reason to 
write a letter. 

Letters of appreciation and thanks 
have a big impact, especially when hand-
written.

So many of us have memories of the 
dreaded thank you cards our parents 
made us write after every birthday 
growing up.  But now as we step into the 
world as mature adults, taking the time 
to thank a professor for going beyond 
the job description, or a recruiter for an 
interview, can be invaluable.

Being personal and creating some-
thing permanent is important. It means 
that whatever kindness you received 
meant enough that you took time out of 
your busy schedule to acknowledge it.

There are a few must situations where 
thank you cards are a “must,” including:

• Receiving a gift
• Being given a party in your honor
• Being entertained by your boss
• Being a houseguest
• After being congratulated
• After being interviewed
Thank you notes should be specific, 

timely and include a personal touch. 
It may seem inconvenient, but is well 
worth the effort.

Then there are the simple, but always 
exciting to receive, “I’m thinking of you” 
letters.  Who does not love to open his 
or her mailbox and find something other 
than bills and junk mail?  

A letter can brighten someone’s day 
and is an inexpensive way to do some-
thing unexpected for someone else. 

Now, do not misunderstand, I am a 
big proponent of texting and e-mail.  I 
love the quick-fix as much as the next 
person.  

In the day-to-day busyness of life, 
instant communication is vital.  We are 
required to process so much information, 
so quickly, that it would impractical be 
to rely on snail mail.

It is this very need for instant gratifi-
cation that makes letters so important. It 
is a bit out of the ordinary and therefore 
all the more appealing.

So roll your eyes and tell me I’m 
old-fashioned, but then take a moment 
to think about how it makes you feel 
when someone takes the time to put into 
words how much you matter to them.  

Kelsey Mohr is a journalism business 
senior from Yorba Linda, Calif. 

Corrections Policy

The Baylor Lariat is committed to ensuring fair and accurate report-
ing and will correct errors of substance on Page 2. Corrections can 
be submitted to the editor by sending an e-mail to Lariat_letters@
baylor.edu or by calling 254-710-4099.

A subscription to the Lariat costs $45 for two semes-
ters. Send check or money order to One Bear Place #97330, 
Waco, TX, 76798-7330 or e-mail Lariat_ads@baylor.edu. Visa, 
Discover and MasterCard payments may be phoned to 254-
710-2662. Postmaster: Please send address changes to above 
address.

Subscriptions  Policy

Letters still 
relevant in 
technology 

age

Corrections
The final paragraph in Friday’s 
“Library Living” story incorrectly 
quoted Ralph Wood, university 
professor of theology and litera-
ture. Wood said, “Would that there 
were more Benny Barretts.”

Friday’s article, “Nigeria turns 49; 
students celebrate on campus” in-
correctly stated that the population 
of Nigeria is 46 million. However, 
the population is actually over 124 
million.
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BY JENNA THOMPSON

REPORTER

The BearAware Campaign will 
kick off National Cyber  Security 
Awareness Month today during 
Dr Pepper Hour in the Barfi eld 
Drawing Room of the Bill Daniel 
Student Center. 

Part of the program will in-
clude a computer health check, 
where faculty and staff can bring 
in their PC computers and have 
them checked for viruses for free.

“The goal of [the campaign] is 
to educate faculty and staff and 
students about safe computing 
practices,” said Derek Tonkin, 
Baylor information security 
analyst. “Basically how to avoid 
getting themselves into trouble 
online.”

The campaign will feature a 
series of presentations during 
October to promote cyber aware-
ness. Some of the topics covered 
will include identity theft pre-
vention and social networking, 
Tonkin said.

The BearAware Campaign 
was created two years ago as part 
of Baylor’s participation in Na-
tional Cyber Security Awareness 
Month, said Becky King, associ-
ate vice president for information 
technology, in an e-mail to the 
Lariat.

“We now use ‘BearAware’ to 
brand all of ITS’s security aware-
ness events throughout the year,” 
King said.

The BearAware program is 
taking part in the monthlong 
awareness campaign instituted 
by the National Cyber Security 
Alliance. The NCSA is a part-
nership with the Department of 
Homeland Security and with or-
ganizations ranging from large 
corporations to nonprofi t organi-
zations, as well as multiple levels 
of education, to promote techno-
logical safety.

Although her story did not 
directly involve computer tech-
nology, Amy Alexander, technol-
ogy training specialist, will speak 
about her experiences with iden-
tity theft in order to educate oth-
ers and prevent her experience 
from happening again.

“I was actually a victim of 
identity theft last December. My 
involvement was a little bit dif-
ferent in that it wasn’t a cyber 
crime, but it was identity theft 
nonetheless,” Alexander said. 

“My vehicle was broken into 
in the Dutton Parking Garage. I 
was in a class when it happened 
and they stole my wallet and 
broke the windows.”

Alexander hopes to give valu-
able advice to students and fac-
ulty about security during the 
monthlong campaign.

“Subscribe to services like 
LifeLock, things like that can be 
a big help — add fraud alerts to 
credit reports, watch credit re-
ports periodically,” Alexander 
said.

Many problems that the cam-
paign addresses are specifi cally 
aimed at students and faculty 
who are at risk of laptop theft.

“Keep your laptop close at 
hand — treat it like cash,” Tonkin 
said. “Using strong passwords is 
important.”

ITS urges the Baylor Com-
munity to stay aware and rely on 
common sense when using their 
computers.

“Cyber Security involves so 
many things now,” King said. 
“Some practical tips would be to 
always use strong passwords for 
online systems and don’t share 
them with others, to be alert to 
and never respond to phishing 
emails that ask for your private 
credentials, and to make sure you 
run a protection program on your 
computer.”

One of the fi rst events on cam-
pus, featuring identity theft, is 
open to anyone, and will be held 
from 12 to 1 p.m. on Oct. 14 in the 
Blume Conference Center.

BearAware
Campaign
promotes
computer 
awareness
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would make a huge difference in 
Jodi’s visit to Tokyo if she could 
meet someone there.”

Beth Walker had dinner with 
Mari and her father when they 
came to America in August, and 
Mari said Beth Walker has always 
encouraged her to practice her 
English. 

“(Jodi) gave me encourage-
ment because I did not know 
anyone here, but thanks to her 
I felt like I had family here I 
know,” Mari said. “It did not just 
help with language, but eased my 
anxiety for studying abroad.”

Mari is a senior at Baylor and 
is majoring in economics, al-
though her major in Japan is in-
tercultural communications. She 
goes to school at Hosei Univer-
sity in Tokyo and is very excited 
about her opportunity to study at 
Baylor. 

“I thought English is the 
minimum requirement for me to 
work at a trading company and 
I want to have friends that are of 
a different background than me,” 
Mari said. “I am curious for ev-
erything.”

While she enjoys being in 
America, Mari said she misses 

her friends and family. And, al-
though she loves American junk 
food — having a particular ad-
diction to french fries —she also 
misses the comfort of familiar 

Japanese food. 
Mari said her greatest dislike 

thus far about America is the 
crickets.

“Their jumping is incredible,” 
she said.

They do not have bugs like 
crickets in Japan, Mari said.

Jodi missed her family and 
friends as well while in Japan, 
and said the food, although very 
different, was also typically very 
good.

“And when in doubt, I could 
always fi nd sushi or a hot dog,” 
she said in an e-mail. “Japan 
loves hot dogs.” 

Jodi believes her time with 
Mari made the difference in her 
stay in Tokyo. 

“I was so blessed to have Mari 
waiting for me in Tokyo,” Jodi 
said. “I could not have experi-
enced the city the way I did with-
out her.”

TOKYO from pg.1

“Tokyo would not 
have been the same 

without Mari.”

Jodi Walker
Furman University senior

SHANNA TAYLOR | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A Student Foundation member wears a bear suit on Monday, 
at  the registration for Bear Downs, a bicycle race which began 
in the ‘70s but hasn’t been held since 2002. The race is being 
brought back to mark the organization’s 40th anniversary.

Bear Downs makes its return

A Student Foundation member wears a bear suit as part of the group’s effort to generate attention for their Bear Downs 
event as they began registration, Oct. 5, 2009. The bicycle race, which began in the ‘70s but hasn’t been held since 2002, 
is being brought back to mark the organization’s 40th anniversary.



to spend a night at 24,500 feet 
without a sleeping  bag, but de-
spite all of the danger he has 
faced, Smith looks back on these 
instances as reasonable risks. “I 
think I have a pretty high thresh-
old for discomfort. I’m a risk tak-
er when it comes to outdoor ad-
venture,” Smith said. “Although 
I think the biggest risk I’ve taken 
is driving on I-35.”

His accomplishments have set 
records, but even with countless 
climbs and expeditions under his 
belt, Smith remains a fairly tame 
personality and often interacts 
with Baylor students.

Smith climbs frequently at the 
climbing rock in the McLane Stu-
dent Life Center and also spends 
time with the students from the 
Baylor Outdoor Adventure Liv-
ing and Learning Center. He has 
also joined students on trips to 
Enchanted Rock and the Grand 
Canyon.

“I’ve kept in touch with a cou-
ple of kids from the trip,” Smith 
said. “It was a great time.”

San Antonio senior Jordan 
Ryan fi rst met Smith at the Baylor 
rock, and in December of 2007, 
Ryan and Smith rock climbed to-
gether in Potrero, Mexico.

“We went out there and mul-

tipitched with him,” Ryan said. 
“He’s a fun guy to climb with. He 
knows what he’s doing and he’s 
really fun to be around.”

When asked about how grow-
ing older has affected his moun-
taineering endeavors, Smith said 
that his answer to aging has been 
training harder.

“It’s harder. I’m not the fast-
est one anymore, but I’m still fast 
and faster than most people. The 
training is key,” Smith said. “I’ve 
got a few good years left. We 
climbed McKinley this summer 
(with) no problem.”

For some Baylor students, 
Smith serves as an inspiration for 
their future goals. 

“A man of his age and stature 
still holding a family and a job — 
it’s incredible,” Ryan said. “It’s 
like anyone can do these things if 
they really set their heart on it.”

Austin senior Brandy Amor 
works at the climbing rock and 
has gotten to know Smith from 
the time he spends there. 

Amor said Smith appreciates 
getting to know students. 

“He’s a really personal guy. 
He enjoys having relationships 
with the students,” Amor said. 
“Doing all that he does — it is a 
really amazing thing.”

“We are really lucky to have 
someone in Waco like that who 

is dedicated to Baylor students,” 
Amor said. “The fi rst time I heard 
him my freshman year, I was 
thinking, ‘I want to be Stuart.’ It’s 
really inspiring.”
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Baylor in Great Britain 2010 
July 7-August 10, 2010  

Stockholm, Copenhagen 
and study in London. 

Contact Julie LaStrape, 710-1223 
Julie_LaStrape@baylor.edu 

www.baylor.edu/Britain 

Open 11am to Midnight 7 Days A Week

Ask About Our New Boneless Wings!
Downtown New Road

Across from the Hilton Across from Wal-Mar t
296-9464 761-9464
Bellmead Hewitt Dr.

Across from LaVega High
799-9464 666-9440

Behind Bush’s Chicken

Texas Chemical Council, two ma-
jor trade industry groups. He’s 
also backed by social conserva-
tive groups, such as Texas Right 
to Life.

The farm bureau said its en-
dorsement of Hutchison came 
down to its trust in her. Hall 
noted Perry vetoed a 2007 bill 
backed by the farm bureau that 
addressed eminent domain and 
said he didn’t provide the leader-
ship the bureau was looking for 
in this year’s session and special 
session.

“We’ve been very disappoint-
ed with his property rights per-
formance,” Hall said.

Perry, meanwhile, supports a 
proposed constitutional amend-
ment on the November election 
ballot that he says will protect 
landowners from eminent do-
main abuses. He even went to the 
Alamo to ceremonially sign the 
proposal, which would prohibit 
government offi cials from taking 
property and giving it to a private 
developer to boost the tax base.

about writing and storytelling to 
better understand yourself and 
the world around you,” Rodgers 
said. “Storytelling is natural. It 
is what everyone does, not just 
writers.”

The fi rst part of Rosenblatt’s 
speech was dedicated to how ev-
eryone, not necessarilyw writers, 
tell stories. Business, medicine 
and law all require storytelling 
as part of the job. Storytelling, he 
said, is used in politics, as “the 
politician who tells the best sto-
ries wins,” most of the time.

“Everything we do is a story 
we tell one another,” Rosenblatt 
said.

Even when the author believes 
there won’t be anyone left to read 
what we have to say, we continue 
to tell our stories.

Ray Bradbury wrote the story 
“There Will Be Soft Rains” with 
the expectation that human-
ity would end. Bradbury’s story 
takes place in August 2026.

“Why did Bradbury bother to 
write his story if we are all going 
to disappear?” Rosenblatt said. 
“Because we have to. It is what 
we are made to do. We are a nar-
rative species.”

Rosenblatt believes that this 

narrative dependence is the at-
tribute that drives humans to act 
the way we do.

“As a teacher of creative writ-
ing, I try to help students unearth 
the stories in them,” Rosenblatt 
said.

Rosenblatt emphasized in 
his lecture that the treatment of 
students could make a huge dif-
ference in the outcome of their 
work. He rejects the theory that a 
cranky teacher is effective. 

“One should like and admire 
one’s students,” Rosenblatt said. 
“You have to be on their side, as 
students and as people. You have 
to wish them well.”

Athens senior Courtney Gry-
monprez agrees with this theory.

“I think teachers that encour-
age their students are more effec-
tive,” Grymonprez said. “I was 

really drawn in by his teaching 
methods. I kept thinking what I 
would do in the door situation.”

As a teacher of writing, Rosen-
blatt understands how important 
it is for people to be able to record 
their stories.

“We write to improve our own 
story, to fi nd out who we are, 
to fi nd out what we’re worth,” 
Rosenblatt said. “To our surprise, 
we may fi nd we are worth more 
than we think.”

West will give his lecture ti-
tled “The West before Lewis and 
Clark: Three Lives” from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. on Oct. 14 in Morrison 
100. Burger will give his lecture 
titled “The Art of Exploring In-
visible Worlds: Thinking through 
the Fourth Dimension” from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. on Oct. 26 in  D109 
Baylor Sciences Building.

STORY from pg.1PEAK from pg.1
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Anybody can get a job after college – but
you’re not just anybody. Real opportunity is
waiting at the Verizon Wireless Careers Booth
the first Wednesday of every month in the 
Bill Daniel Student Center. We’ve got the 
programs that launch lifetime careers. 

Don’t miss Wireless 
Wednesday in the Bill 
Daniel Student Center! 
This is your chance to 
join the most successful 
team in wireless.

Careers For Everything You Are
www.vzwrldp.com
Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer m/f/d/v.

Visit the Verizon Wireless booth and get the 
lowdown on our amazing career opportunities!

Alison,
Verizon Wireless

>

Hosted by Baylor Career Services.

HOUSING

 CLASSIFIED                     CALL TODAY! (254) 710-3407     

NOW LEASING FOR JANUARY 
2010.  One BR / One Bath 
units. Walk to class!  Clean, 
well-kept.  Call 754-4834.

For Rent: Garage Studio; for 
mature girls, Christian Stan-
dards; quiet area; $490, 
includes Inc. Utilities; 254-
757-2823

MISCELLANEOUS

See the Benefits
 of scheduling your 

Classified Advertise-
ment in the Baylor 
Lariat Newspaper 

Today! Call
 (254) 710-3407

Seeking Christian Nanny for 
newborn.  M/W from 8-5.  Con-
tact 848-9454.  Experience ap-
preciated.

EMPLOYMENT

Horse Boarding $300 - $450/
mo; Hwy 84E; convenient to 
Baylor; (254) 799-0727

We are currently taking appli-
cations or resumes for Social 
Service Case Workers. Apply at 
1225 S. Jack Kultgen Express 

way or fax resumes to 754-
1101. For information please 
call at Rosa at 756-7271.

Helping Others, Outgoing, 
Love To Talk, Making a Differ-
ence, $12 Per Hour, 254-499-
7125

FOR RENT SMALL COUNTRY 
HOME 3/2/2 $850. FENCED 
YARD 254-744-3113

FOR RENT SMALL 3/1 SECLUD-
ED COUNTRY $750. NO FENCE 
254-744-3113

SALES PERSON OUTGOING 
PERSONALITY UP TO 6 FIGURE 
INCOME 254-744-3113

Garland freshman Nick Florence (No. 11) secures the ball as he scrambles against Kent State University on 
Saturday at Floyd Casey Stadium. Florence ran for two touchdowns in his first career start.

SARAH GROMAN | LARIAT STAFF

Florence fl ourishes in start
BY JUSTIN BAER

SPORTS EDITOR

He hasn’t been labeled by 
ESPN.com as the “fastest man to 
ever play quarterback.” He hasn’t 
won a Big 12 title in the 400-me-
ter hurdles. He wasn’t even pro-
jected to be the starter for Satur-
day’s contest. But Nick Florence 
proved to head coach Art Briles 
that Robert Griffi n isn’t the only 
quarterback on the Bears’ roster 
that is elusive.

The Garland freshman scored 
twice and ran for 60 yards on 11 
carries in Baylor’s 31-15 victory 
Saturday evening against Kent 
State University at Floyd Casey 
Stadium. 

Florence entered the season 
third on the depth chart but 
earned the start over second-
string quarterback Blake Szy-
manski, who was still ailing from 
a bruised shoulder suffered Sept. 
26 against Northwestern State 
University.

“I think he played admirably,” 
Briles said in a press conference 
Sunday. “He did what we asked 
him to do, and that is all that you 
can ask of a player.”

Florence fi nished the fi rst half 
with an effective 10-for-14 pass-
ing with 132 yards, but portrayed 
an alter ego on the opening series 
of the second half. Florence scam-
pered for runs of 14 yards, one 
yard and 10 yards before even-
tually breaking free on a 29-yard 
touchdown run.

While players joked of the 
scrawny freshman’s ability to 
scramble under pressure, they 
realized how valuable Florence’s 
presence was. 

“I was kind of messing with 
him about it because a lot of 
people didn’t think he could 
run like that,” freshman running 
back Jarred Salubi said after the 
game. “He really proved himself 
today.”

Florence affi rmed his ability 
to run with the football in the be-
ginning of the second quarter. On 
third-and-goal, Florence darted 
out of an empty-set backfi eld and 
jetted six yards before heaving 
his body into the end zone. For 
Briles, the run characterized the 
determination Florence offers to 
the Bears.

“He’s got a little moxie to 
him,” Briles said. “He is not afraid 

to get dirty, dive around and cre-
ate something. He did exactly 
what we thought he would do.”

Florence’s second touchdown 
run accentuated a productive 
drive for the 6-foot-1, 190-pound-
er. With the Bears in a shotgun 
formation, the Golden Flashes 
hurried Florence, who in turn 
weaved in and out of traffi c be-
fore getting tackled into the end 
zone. 

“A hole opened up, I took it 
and our receivers made blocks on 
the outside, so it worked,” said 
Florence, who fi nished the game 
with 276 total yards.

With a game against an ailing 
University of Oklahoma football 
team looming, Florence may have 
presented somewhat of a compe-
tition at the quarterback position. 
However, Briles mentioned he 
will look further into the matter 
as the week progresses and Szy-
manski’s health improves.

“I haven’t got there yet,” 
Briles said. “I just have to see how 
Blake’s shoulder is. We have a lit-
tle history of Blake through prac-
tices and spring ball, but Nick 
certainly did a good job (against 
Kent State University).”

Soccer notches fi rst goal 
of conference season in 
win against Colorado

BY CHRIS DERRETT

SPORTS WRITER

Baylor snapped its 359-minute 
scoreless streak and Colorado’s 
four-game conference winning 
streak in a 2-1 victory Sunday at 
Betty Lou Mays Soccer Field.

Lisa Sliwinski netted her third 
goal of the season, and Christine 
Clark scored her second after 
burying a Bethany Johnston cor-
ner pass.

Baylor’s two goals matched 
its combined total of all its 2008 
conference games. The team was 
due a few goals after being held 
scoreless in its fi rst three con-
ference games, said head coach 
Marci Jobson.

“We knew it was going to 
come,” Jobson said. “They have 
been playing so tough defen-
sively and they’ve been creating 
chances. So it was great to get 
those two goals.”

Sliwinski saw her golden op-
portunity in the 69th minute 
when a ball was kicked just be-
yond the top of the circle and 

away from Colorado defenders. 
She dribbled to the left corner of 
the box and lobbed a shot over 
the goalkeeper’s head, which 
rebounded off the right post and 
into the net. When the ball found 
the net, Sliwinski was relieved to 
fi nally see a reward for the 171 
minutes she has logged in confer-
ence play.

“It was a long time coming,” 
Sliwinski said. “There’s been a 
couple of games recently where 
I’ve had a couple good drives up 
the middle, but they ended really 
anti-climactically.”

This time it ended with a burst 
of applause from the small crowd 
that braved the elements to sup-
port its team. The excitement was 
short-lived, though, when the 
Buffaloes evened the scored 10 
minutes later.

Senior goalkeeper Gianna 
Quintana allowed her seventh 
goal in 11 games when Kassidy 
Fitzpatrick’s rain-soaked shot 
slipped through Quintana’s 
cleats.

Knowing they had limited 

time to earn their fi rst conference 
win of the season, the Bears broke 
through again in the 84th minute 
when Johnston was awarded a 
corner. Her kick traveled almost 
parallel to the goal line, creating 
heavy congestion in front of the 
net. In the scramble for posses-
sion, Clark bumped the ball past 
the keeper, who was unable to cor-
ral it before it was past the line.

Clark, who hails from Colo-
rado and personally knows many 
of the Buffaloes, knew just how 
badly the team needed a win.

“Once that goal happened, it 
was instant happiness,” Clark 
said. “We worked so hard for (Sli-
winski’s) goal, and it would have 
taken all our energy out to lose or 
tie again. We wanted that win.”

Baylor returned to Waco on 
Sunday after dropping a 1-0 de-
cision to Texas Tech in Lubbock, 
the game’s lone goal coming on 
a Taylor Lytle penalty kick. The 
Bears combined for 10 shots, four 
of them being shots on goal, while 
Lytle recorded six of her own, all 
of them on goal.

McClatchy-Tribune

Across
1 Washing machine sequence
6 Pirate’s booty
10 Twilight time
14 Start of an old Army slogan
15 Rock group’s trip
16 In the past
17 Jack of rhyme
18 Against
19 Persia, now
20 2005 Margaret Peterson 
Haddix children’s thriller
23 1958 #1 hit sung in Italian
25 In error
26 Hot tub
27 Lyricist Gershwin
28 Title holder
31 Classic language, and with 
61-Across, hint to the puzzle 
theme found at the starts of 20-, 
37- and 57-Across
33 Property measure
35 Moray, e.g.
36 Yak
37 Accumulate wealth
42 On Soc. Sec., say
43 Simpson judge
44 Schoolbook
46 “Beak” for “nose,” e.g.
49 100 bucks
51 “__ the ramparts ...”
52 Trip segment
53 Thurman of “Kill Bill”
55 Fashionable
57 Non-remunerative athletics
61 Cherish
62 Aussie greeting
63 Singer Baker
66 Till bills
67 Fish organ
68 Prepare to advance after a 
fly ball
69 Computer adventure game
70 Oxen connection
71 Ed of “Lou Grant”

Down
1 Network with an eye
2 Slangy assent
3 Parking lot siren
4 Andean beast
5 Matador’s foe
6 Men-only party
7 Refuses to
8 Writer
9 Reaction to personal loss
10 “__ What Comes Natur’lly”
11 Pre-riot state
12 Garlicky shrimp dish
13 Nairobi native
21 Most recent
22 Key above D
23 By way of
24 SeaWorld attraction
29 Teachers’ org.
30 Fairylike

32 Lie alongside
34 Bring in
36 Capri’s Blue __
38 Transition to the next subject
39 Ear: Prefix
40 Las Vegas Strip feature
41 Marked, as a ballot
45 Sample
46 Sinuous ski race
47 Tart, as a citrus drink
48 Mescal sources
49 Aerobic exercise, in gym-
speak
50 List of mistakes
54 Seriously humid
56 Old lab burners
58 Final grade factor
59 Polio vaccine developer
60 War journalist Ernie
64 Election Day: Abbr.
65 Mo. for fools?

FUN TIMES Answers at www.baylorlariat.com

SOLUTION TO MONDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9.
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2009 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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By Ash Anderson

EntErtainmEnt Editor

Once a year, more than 100 
bands gather in Austin for a 
three-day festival known only as 
Austin City Limits. The eclectic 
mix of genres, artists and cultures 
act as an oasis for weary journey-
men that have traveled from all 
over the country for this annual 
extravaganza.

Sitting under the appreciated 
shade of the media tent, Jonathan 
Tyler and the Northern Lights 
welcomed the opportunity to 
talk, simply because they enjoy 
talking to people that are inter-

ested in their music. 
Hailing from Dallas, the band 

found its roots by creating a 
blues and rock cocktail — a fla-
vor that’s only gotten sweeter as 
the band has found its own niche 
in a world filled with struggling 
musicians. 

When Tyler and Kansas, the 
band’s lead guitarist, discovered 
bassist Nick Vox and drummer 
Jordan Cain, the added talent 
only fueled the band’s desire to 
reach out to the world with their 
distinct and brilliant sound. Tyler 
produced the first album himself, 
and later the band was able to win 
others over by avoiding anything 
cookie-cutter in terms of lyrics or 
rhythm. 

Having recently signed with 
Atlantic Records, Jonathan Tyler 
and the Northern Lights have put 
in countless hours making sure 
that their trademark edge is as 
sharp as it can possibly be.

“We’ve been able to spend a 
lot more time making music,” 

Tyler said. “We have no 
choice. It’s very profes-

sional. Making music isn’t easy.”
Making music isn’t easy, but the 
hours don’t make it any easier. 
“We spent 17 days in the studio, 
about nine or 10 hours a day,” 
Vox said. 

As a testament to their suc-
cess, Tyler and the band recently 
snatched up three awards at the 
Dallas Music Awards in August: 

Best Group, Best Male Vo-
calist and Best Blues Act. 

But Tyler doesn’t let any of their 
status go to his head.

“Awards mean nothing to 
me,” he said. “It’s like one per-
son trying to compare two paint-
ings. One person can’t say that, 
‘This painting is better than that 
painting’ or, ‘That painting is bet-
ter than this painting’ because 
someone else could come along 

and say something entirely dif-
ferent.”

Critics have even gone as far 
as comparing them to icons such 
as Jimi Hendrix, Lenny Kravitz 
and Stevie Ray Vaughn — juxta-
positions that Tyler isn’t so sure 
about. 

“It’s nice that people compare 
us to them,” Tyler said, “but that’s 
treading on classic territory.” 

The band recently came to 
Baylor to play for Kappa Alpha 
Theta’s “Theta Rocks the Casa” 
event. Kansas said the band was 
pleased with the reaction from 
those that attended the event. 
“[The women of Kappa Alpha 
Theta] were very receptive, very 
energetic. They knew the words 
to our songs.” 

For Jonathan Tyler and the 
Northern Lights, having people 
know the words to their songs is 
something that they should get 
used to.

ACL draws in 137 bands

Top: The Decemberists lead 
singer Colin Meloy performs late 
Saturday night on the Dell Stage 
of the Austin City Limits Music 
Festival.

Top: The neon ACL sign adorns the entrance to the three-day, 137-band music festival 
that held daily crowds of more than 65,000.

Left: Girl Talk mash-up artist 
Gregg Michael Gillis stands on 
the stage desk and pumps up the 
crowd late Sunday night at the 
Austin City Limits Music Festival.

Bottom: Toadies’ lead singer gives his all while performing “You’re the Song I Hate” 
on the Livestrong stage Sunday afternoon.

Below: Thousands went barefoot 
Sunday after Saturday’s rainfall 
turned the newly laid grass of 
Zilker Park into a complete mud 
pit. C3, the producer of Austin 
City Limits recently spent $2.5 
million to turn the once dusty 
venue into a grassy haven for 
future visitors to enjoy.

Middle: The Dave Matthews Band headlines Saturday nights’ performances with 
previous hits as well as songs from their new album “Big Whiskey and the GrooGrux 
King.”

Photos by Jed dean | Photo editor
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Jonathan Tyler 
and the Northern 
Lights entertain 
fans with tunes
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