2009 Book Award Recipient:

Hart, John Mason,

The Silver of the Sierra Madre:  John Robinson, Boss Shepherd, and the People of the Canyons. Tucson:  University of Arizona Press, 2008. 

 
This fascinating history of the batopilenses and the silver mining industry in Mexico reads more like a novel than a factual narrative.  It begins with a thorough investigative basis that allows the author to weave the story of the treachery the people of the Batopilas mining region were subjected to during the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  But the author highlights how the position of “Other” that these people suffered was inflicted on them long before the coming of either Robinson or Shepherd.  It began with the Spanish conquistadores and continues even today with the Sinaloa drug lords.  What makes this narrative stand out is not only its literary style that urges the reader to continue reading, but also the way the author captivates with details that range from scientific to anthropological to economic.  Incorporating  such a broad range of well researched information not only presents an interdisciplinary approach to history but also makes this book come to life.  
2008 Article recipient:

Richmond, Donglas W.. "A Conseravtive Prophet Confronts the Nothern Menace: Lucas Alaman and US-Mexican Conflict (1822-1848)". Published in "Jahrbuch Fur Geschichte LateinAmerikas" 2006 Band 43, pages 213-228.



2004 Article recipients:
Rugeley, Terry. Of Wonders and Wise Men: Religion and Popular Culture in Southeast Mexico: 1800-1876. Texas: University of Texas Press, 2001. 

A fascinating analysis of religion as a zone of contention between competing social, racial, and political groups in the Yucatán during the formative period of the modern Mexican state1. 

Richmond, Douglas. “The Legacy of African Slavery in Colonial Mexico, 1519-1800.” Journal of Popular Culture 35:2 (Fall 2001):1-16. 


A panoramic view of slavery's impact on Mexican culture and society during the colonial era. 

  

