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The Baylor Alumni Asso-
ciation said on Tuesday that it 
would strongly consider the 
merits of the Baylor Board of Re-
gents’ newest proposal to cease 
the association’s independent 
status.

“The BAA has always given 
any request from the Baylor ad-
ministration full consideration in 
keeping with the responsibilities 
with which it is entrusted,” ac-
cording to the Baylor Alumni As-
sociation statement released on 
its Web site Tuesday. “ Through 
the formation of a study com-
mittee composed of alumni and 
faculty, the BAA will thoroughly 
study the proposal.”

The response followed the 
board of regents’ proposal on 
Saturday asking the association 
to dissolve its independent sta-
tus and come under the guid-
ance of the university. This re-
sponse comes less than a month 
after the university took actions 
to completely separate the asso-
ciation by removing them from 
the university’s server and re-
voking their use of a Baylor toll-
free phone number.

Though the BAA stated Tues-
day that it would consider the 
regents’ request, their statement 
also expressed concern regard-
ing the timing and nature of this 
announcement.

In an interview with the 
Lariat Tuesday night, Jeff Kilg-
ore, executive vice president and 
CEO of the Baylor Alumni Asso-
ciation, said: 

“It is confusing to many 
alumni that have now heard that 
within the last month or so the 
new leadership has decided to 
reverse the course and the ef-
forts of the last two years which 
has cost the university alumni 
approximately half a million 
dollars, not withstanding time 
and staff efforts and distraction 
of performing its regular du-
ties. Now within less than a few 
months to completing the recent 
round of their separating pro-
cess to now on the eve of alumni 
150th anniversary of gathering 
together freely to support their 
alma mater and to ask them 
to dissolve completely leaves 
many questions in the minds of 
alumni.” 

In an offi cial university state-
ment Tuesday, Lori Fogleman, 
director of media communica-
tions, told the Lariat that Bay-
lor’s position on the proposed 
merger remains the same in that 
the decision rests with the Bay-
lor Alumni Association.

“It is our understanding that 
the association and its board are 
considering the proposal, and 
we expect that in the near fu-
ture there will be conversations 
between the association and the 
university about the proposal,” 
Fogleman said. “At this time, the 
proposal is in the hands of the 
alumni association and its board 
for their consideration.”

The regents’ proposal, which 
asks the BAA to dissolve its 
charter and turn over all assets, 
draws from studies conducted 
with 100 different private uni-
versities, said Dary Stone, chair-
man for the board of regents. 

“It is more effi cient, more 
powerful and more organized,” 
Stone said. “All we are suggest 

As you may have 
learned by now, this past 
Saturday, September 19, 
the Baylor Board of Regents 
and Baylor Interim President 
David Garland submitted 
a proposal to the Board 
of Directors of the Baylor 
Alumni Association (BAA) 
during its regularly sched-
uled board meeting. This 
proposal requested that the 
BAA dissolve its charter and 
turn over all of its assets, 
personnel, and operations 
to the university as well as 
editorial control of the BAA’s 
alumni publications. In 
return, Baylor would absorb 
the BAA as a department of 
the university, and the BAA’s 
governing board would be 
reconstituted as a board of 
advisors.

 The planned agenda for 
the BAA’s board meeting 
was to observe and cel-
ebrate the BAA’s 150th anni-
versary of supporting Baylor 
and serving alumni and to 
hear a report concerning the 
alumni association’s new 
fi ve-year plan, “United for 
Baylor,” which is designed 
to increase scholarship 
giving to children of alumni 
and to encourage alumni 
to raise money for Baylor. 
The university’s Board of 
Regents and administra-
tion, however, demanded 
an audience on Saturday 
with the BAA’s board during 
this celebration and regular 
business meeting to present 
their proposal for the BAA to 
terminate its existence as a 
self-governing organization. 
Numerous responses and 
requests from the BAA to re-
gents and Garland to defer 
this discussion until the next 
BAA board meeting were 
rejected. For the past three 
years, the Board of Regents 
has rejected the BAA’s 
continued requests for an of-
fi cial audience with regents 
to address any concerns 
and to discuss mutual efforts 
focusing on restoring unity 
and moving Baylor forward. 
In addition to requesting 
the dissolution of the BAA’s 
charter, the proposal charac-
terized the BAA’s historic 
role as a trusted commu-
nicator with alumni as 
being a “watchdog.” Being 
a trusted communicator is 
only one of numerous roles 
played by the Baylor Alumni 
Association, which com-
prises 19,000 of the school’s 
strongest cheerleaders and 
dedicated fans.  

The BAA’s governing 
board will strongly consider 
the merits of the proposal 
received from the Board of 
Regents and interim admin-
istration. The BAA has al-
ways given any request from 
the Baylor administration 
full consideration in keeping 
with the responsibilities 
with which it is entrusted. 
Through the formation of a 
study committee composed 
of alumni and faculty, the 
BAA will thoroughly study 
the proposal.

 The request for the BAA 
to dissolve raises questions 
with many alumni, consider-
ing that only two years ago 
both the BAA and the Baylor 
Board of Regents agreed 
upon and expressed their 
commitment to the indepen-
dence of the BAA, strategic 
plans that support the mis-
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Waco Parks and Recreation 
has laid the foundation for a 
new Brazos River cleanup to be 
implemented by the beginning 
of next year. This new plan is a 
result of a continued problem 
with trash and debris along the 
Brazos.

There are many reasons for 
the large amounts of debris in 
the river, but the weather has 
the biggest impact.

“We didn’t get rain for a long 
time, and as a result a lot of trash 
gets blown into the creeks,” said 
Graeme Seibel, parks and rec-
reation operations supervisor.  
“When you do get the rain, it 
pushes the debris back in the 
river.”

In the coming months, Waco 
Parks and Recreation has plans 
to begin a new Brazos River 
cleanup that will include new 
boats, vegetation control and 

staff members designated for 
work specifi cally on river clean-
up, Parks and Recreation offi -
cials said. 

“During this budget year, 
(City) Council allocated funds 
to hire two employees and then 
we also requested and TIF (Tax 
Increment Financing) Board al-
located funds for equipment,” 
said Rusty Black, director of 
Parks and Recreation.  “This is 
the fi rst year that funds specifi -
cally for that purpose have been 
allocated.”

Boats currently being used in 
river cleanup allow workers to 
remove debris when they need 
to, but new boats with vacuum 
capabilities and baskets to hold 
debris will make it possible to 
catch a lot of debris before it 
reaches the river, offi cials said.

One of the new boats will be 
a pontoon boat with a basket in 
the middle, Seibel said.

Another boat will have a 
device called an elephant back. 

The device will vacuum debris 
from the river and will be per-
manently attached to the boat, 
said Black.

It will take three months for 
the boats to arrive, but shortly 
after the fi rst of the year, Black  
hopes to have a strong program 

in progress, Black said. 
Along with the upgraded 

boats, the new cleanup program 
will work on vegetation control 
in order to remove some vegeta-
tion that traps debris.

BY TRENT GOLDSTON

STAFF WRITER

A Baylor analysis of the latest 
American Community Survey 
from the U.S. Census Bureau 
reveals that Central Texans are 
lower educated in comparison 
with the national average.

According to the study, near-
ly 25 percent of adults in Waco 
did not graduate from high 
school.

Dr. Larry Lyon, director of 

the Center for Community Re-
search and Development, said 
that these fi ndings are part of a 
long-term issue for Waco.

“The survey indicated that 
Waco has a problem with the 
level of formal education,” 
Lyon said. “In spite of MCC and 
TSTC and Baylor all being here, 
the level of education that local 
residents achieve is even low 
by Texas standards, and Texas 
is lower than the rest of the na-
tion.”

Lyon said that the mayor’s 
offi ce is currently working to 
develop early intervention pro-
grams to help prevent high 
school dropouts. 

“Our problem is best solved 
by catching the kids early and 
making sure they are still in 
school through graduation,” 
Lyon said.

This problem is not only due 
to high school dropouts, but also 
due to Central Texas’s ability to 
retain college graduates.

In Waco, 11.5 percent of resi-
dents over the age of 25 have 
bachelor’s degrees.

Dr. Carson Mencken, a soci-
ology professor, said that despite 
the number of opportunities for 
higher education the Waco area 
has to offer, few choose to stay 
here.  

“We are losing college gradu-
ates,” Mencken said.

BY BARBARA ORTUTAY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Facebook 
is shutting down its much-
maligned Beacon marketing 
program, launched nearly two 
years ago amid fanfare only to 
generate a storm of privacy com-
plaints over the tracking of user 
activities at partner Web sites.

Facebook agreed to end Bea-
con and create a foundation to 
promote online privacy, safety 
and security as part of a $9.5 mil-
lion settlement in a lawsuit over 
the program. A federal judge in 

San Jose, Calif., still must ap-
prove the terms.

Meanwhile, Facebook is 
teaming up with the Nielsen 
Co. to help advertisers grab the 
attention of the hordes that are 
spending more of their time at 
the Internet hangout. Sheryl 
Sandberg, Facebook’s chief op-
erating offi cer, is expected to un-
veil the new marketing program, 
called “Nielsen BrandLift,” at an 
advertising conference Tuesday 
in New York.

Facebook thought the Beacon 
marketing program would help 
users keep their friends better 

informed about their interests 
while also serving as “trusted 
referrals” that would help drive 
more sales to the participating 
sites. Sprinkled in with status 
updates and photos were alerts 
on what items their friends had 
bought or reviewed.

But users complained that 
friends could learn of holiday 
gifts they had bought at the on-
line retailer Overstock.com or 
learn of the mindless movies for 
which they had purchased tick-
ets through Fandango.

Users were able to decline 
tracking on a site-by-site basis, 

but not systemwide — at least 
not initially. Many users sim-
ply didn’t notice a small warn-
ing that appeared on a corner 
of their Web browsers; the box 
disappeared after about 20 sec-
onds, after which consent was 
assumed.

After an uproar, Palo Alto, 
Calif.-based Facebook ultimate-
ly let users turn Beacon off, and 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg publicly 
apologized for it.

The service never really 

JED DEAN | PHOTO EDITOR

The Baylor Symphonic Band presents its first concert of the fall semester, led by conductor Isaiah Odajima, Associate Director of 
Bands. The band played a wide variety of pieces, including some from Ticheli and Zdechlik. 

Simply Stunning Symphonic Band

25 percent Waco adults uneducated
U.S. Census Bureau survey finds Central Texas education levels subpar

Plans for Brazos
cleanup in the bag 

Facebook to end Beacon tracking in settlement

A piece of trash lays in brush near a creek off of the Brazos River. A 
cleanup plan is in full swing and Waco Parks and Recreation is gearing 
up to spearhead the cleanup. 

SARAH GROMAN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Fresh Ingenuity
BU business program

is No. 4 in nation

One Book, One Waco
‘Sun, Stone and Shadows’ author  

visits campus

Helping Out
Charity walk raised funds 

to aid the homeless
PAGE 3

see BEACON, pg. 6

see CLEAN, pg. 6

 see TEXAS, pg. 6

please see BAA, pg. 3
see EMAIL. pg. 3

THE BAYLOR LARIAT
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2009

ROUNDING UP CAMPUS NEWS SINCE 1900

VOL. 109 No. 13 © 2009, Baylor University

THE BAYLOR LARIATTHE BAYLOR LARIATTHE BAYLOR LARIATTHE BAYLOR LARIATTHE BAYLOR LARIATTHE BAYLOR LARIATTHE BAYLOR LARIATTHE BAYLOR LARIAT



The economy looks quite different than it 
did even just a year ago, when the U.S. was hit 
by the second greatest economic calamity of all 
time. Now, many experts believe we are begin-
ning to see some hope emerge from the turmoil 
Americans have seen this last year. 

The New York Times reported Thursday that 
while the economy has been on the decline for 
nearly two years, the net worth of Americans 
rose by $2 trillion to an estimated $53.1 trillion 
in the second quarter compared with the first 
three months of the year.

While this is not the time to be reckless, the 
worst of the most recent economic crisis is be-
hind us. Financially, conditions could be much 
worse and Americans should be thankful.

Fortunately, several banks have gained con-
trol over their balance sheets. 

It is the opinion of the Baylor Lariat and of 
many financial experts that it’s time for Ameri-
cans to be more positive and quit listening to 
the naysayers. It is time to give thanks for the 
economic improvements seen recently.  

Is the crisis over completely? No. Will there 
be repercussions and a slow process to being 
financially stable again? Yes. However, many 
companies and individuals have become more 
systematic in how they deal with monetary 
issues.

Companies are now much more financially 
efficient. Many have used this unfortunate time 
to reduce staffs, close several manufacturing 
sites and become much more productive than 
they were a year ago.  Consumers have taken 
note and they make up 70 percent of the overall 
U.S. GDP.  

We are relieved to see that savings rates were 
8 percent a decade ago, 0 percent at the start of 
2008 and are now back up to 4 percent.  Whereas 
this will lead to tepid growth in the coming 
years, it will help America in the long run as 

everyone becomes more fiscally responsible and 
slowly emerges from financial bunkers in order 
to pick up the pieces of this nation. 

The bad news is that Americans will be pay-
ing for this financial recovery for years to come, 
through higher taxes that will show up at some 
point to get the government’s balance sheet 
under control. 

The good news is major banks will not 
fail and even though we will probably have 
as many as 200-400 regional banks fail or get 
bought out by larger banks, the system will be 
able to handle that stress and the depression 
scenario is off the table. 

It is important to understand that the yield 
curve has gotten much healthier and is no 
longer inverted or flat for both short-term and 
long-term rates.  

Banks are starting to lend again and compa-
nies and individuals are both getting healthier 
by the week.  Many companies are reporting 
“less bad” news and inventories are getting 
pared down significantly.  “Less bad” is the 
beginning of “good,” meaning the nation is 
headed in the right direction. 

Last year, there was a frightening drop in 
many banks’ stocks as people began to fearfully 
cash-out all at the same time, “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life”- style. Wall Street was imploding and 
depression scenarios were rampant.  Lehman 
went bankrupt and Merrill Lynch, Washington 
Mutual, and Bear Stearns were days away from 
also going bankrupt if the government had not 
helped construct acquisitions/mergers with JP 
Morgan and Bank of America.  

Without government intervention and TARP 
funding Citigroup, Bank of America, Goldman 
Sachs and Morgan Stanley would also have 
likely gone under. The nation was how close we 
were to financial Armageddon. 

Many people do not like government inter-

vention of any kind as it flies in the face of “free 
enterprise,” but most likely America would 
have witnessed a second depression similar to 
the 1930s if these additional banks had been left 
to their own devices.  

The largest 20 banks in the world make up 
75-80 percent of our overall banking system 
and we would have seen the financial world 
implode like never before.  

So while growth will certainly be slow, most 
experts believe the “worst-case scenario” de-
pression scenes many American envisioned are 
no longer a likely occurrence. 

Consumer statistics have already shown 
positive movement over the past few months.  

In the second quarter, growth was still 
negative but not near as negative as in the first 
quarter. Many economists predict a flat to posi-
tive GDP in the third quarter.  Consumers are 
becoming more positive (or at least less nega-
tive) and are coming out again though they are 
looking for values as never before. 

There is a possibility this nation may see 
bargain-hunting become an Olympic sport, but 
the nation will certainly see finical improvement 
(be it slow financial improvement) in the near 
future. 

Yes, there will be many issues with com-
mercial real estate and the housing market will 
likely continue to lose value for many more 
months.  Sure, unemployment will stay high 
for some time, as it usually doesn’t get better 
for 18-24 months after the worst of a recession 
and currently stands at 9.7 percent, the highest 
level in 26 years. However, Americans recently 
have been fortunate enough to see some posi-
tive movement and will continue to see it as we 
finish off 2010.  

The worst is behind us. The hope and heal-
ing has begun.  It is time to move forward.

Editorial
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I blame Elvis.
With Chuck Berry, Little Richard 

and other icons from rock’s first gen-
eration, he pioneered an incendiary 
idea: that music could be more than 
a medium of entertainment, that it 
could and should also be a tool of 
cultural revolution. It was not, after 
all, just music that moved town fa-
thers to ban rock concerts and angry 
men with sledgehammers to smash 
jukeboxes containing rock records.

No, it was what that music 
“meant,” the notion of white kids 
mixing with black ones, of status quo under siege, 
of girls having sex before they were 30. More, 
it was the realization that the staid old lives the 
town fathers lived and the staid old things those 
angry men believed were about to be washed 
away upon a tide of change.

That big bang still echoes; nearly 60 years 
later, we are still wed to the idea that the music 
that has “meaning” is the music that causes un-
ease. But it takes more to do that now than it did 
in Elvis’ day.

So pity Kanye West, the mercurial rapper who 
is in America’s dog house for his antics at last 
week’s MTV Music Video Awards. If you haven’t 
heard about it, you need to get out more. Suffice 
it to say he rushed the stage as doe-eyed teenage 
country music star Taylor Swift was giving an ac-
ceptance speech, grabbed her mike and declared 
that she didn’t deserve the award, Beyonce did.

It was par for the course for West, whose 
previous stunts and intemperate outbursts have 
earned him a reputation as unhinged and self-
centered. Some have suggested this incident, 
along with Serena Williams’ tennis court melt-
down and Rep. Joe Wilson’s boorish behavior 
in a joint session of Congress signals a loss of 
American civility.

Maybe it does. But I feel it also suggests a 
popular culture that has run out of things to rebel 
against. Think about it: everything those city 
fathers and angry men of six decades ago feared 
has come to pass and then some. What was once 
the outrageous is now the everyday.

As popular music’s ability to shock has 
declined, its attempts to do so have only become 
more naked and needy. From Britney kissing 
Madonna on MTV to Janet Jackson’s bared breast 
at the Super Bowl to West’s serial episodes of 
juvenility, pop musicians now give us stunts that 

seem more desperate than truly dangerous.
It is perhaps enough to note that 

whereas John Lennon took a stand against 
war that nearly cost him the ability to stay 
in this country, the best many of his modern 
counterparts can find to stand against is the 
idea their pants should fit their waists. Pop-
ular culture is increasingly home to artificial 
outlaws and fake rebels, revolution on the 
cheap that looks like the real thing unless 
you look too close. Then you recognize the 
rictus grin of the birthday party magician, 
sweat pebbling his brow as he prays no one 
sees the rabbit in his cummerbund.

A few days after the MTV show, I got an e-
mail from my friend, Grayson Hugh, who is the 
greatest singer/songwriter you’ve never heard. 
He was fuming over West’s behavior: “...It pains 
me (and angers me, too) to see ‘celebrity’ musi-
cians being so ungrateful and ungracious.”

But what else can we expect in an era that 
accepts ungraciousness and ungratefulness as 
synonyms for courage and rebellion? This is not, 
let me add, an argument about sound or style, 
but substance. Revolution is not a stunt.

And I submit that we actually have no short-
age of conditions that still require rebellion. What 
we lack is the will to act. That’s sad. Once upon a 
time, music was brave.

Now we have only echoes of the bang.

Leonard Pitts Jr. is a columnist for the Miami 
Herald.

How often do you answer your front 
door without checking who might be on 
the other side? Last week, my neighbors 
were sitting at home when they heard a 
knock on the door. 

As one of them is too short to reach 
the peephole, she opened the door with-
out looking, thinking it was a friend stop-
ping by. What waited on the other side 
of the door was a man dressed in black, 
with fabric covering his face.

Her reaction was obvious: she 
screamed, slammed the door shut, and 
immediately called the police. His reac-
tion was harder to interpret. He never 
moved, allowing her to shut the door 
without any trouble. While it was most 
likely a sick, stupid prank, it was enough 
to terrify my neighbor.

The police arrived almost immedi-
ately, and reassured us that it was most 
likely nothing. 

But what if it hadn’t been? In my three 
years in Waco, I’ve never had so much as 
a mysterious scratch appear on my car, 
and I’ve never thought about how lucky I 
am to be able to say that. 

Since then, my roommates and I have 
taken measures to keep us safe at home. 
The police gave us some advice that I 
think is really important to keep in mind.

 Lock your doors at all times. It seems 
like the most obvious thing in the world 
to do to keep you safe, and it probably is, 
but after two years of living off campus 
without trouble, it is something that I 
don’t always do. 

People are always coming and going 
from my house, and sometimes it’s just 
easier to leave the door unlocked. But 
if the door is unlocked, it is that much 
easier for someone to walk in and take 
your TV or laptop, and if you’re sitting 
upstairs and don’t hear or think about 
the movement, you’re out of luck.

Keep a light on when possible. If there 
is a light on, the potential thief will most 
likely move on to another house, so leave 
on an inside light or too when you leave. 
Your house is more likely to get broken 
into if it is dark and there are no cars out 
front.

Speaking of cars, keep it clean. If there 
is an iPod, GPS, or anything sitting out in 
view, don’t count on your window stay-
ing whole for long. 

The upside to all this is that it’s your 
stuff being targeted, not you. While 
replacing your new flat screen or your 
laptop with every assignment you will 
need to pass your classes will be a costly 
hassle, you, physically, are not being 
targeted. 

While the crime rate in Waco is high, 
the police officers told us that a vast ma-
jority of the crime seen in the Baylor area 
is property theft, usually things that can 
be easily carried. Generally, theft occurs 
during Christmas break or spring break, 
when campus clears out. 

Here’s what freaked me out the most: 
Gates don’t do a whole lot for security. If 
someone wants to rob a gated commu-
nity, he will. The fences can be jumped 
with ease, especially for someone who 
bases his livelihood on theft, and there’s 
no telling how many people could walk 
through the gates as cars pass through. 
Don’t get caught up thinking that 
because you have a gate it is all right 
to leave your doors unlocked during 
the day (guilty). They’re not stopping 
anyone.

So do you need to keep a gun in the 
house and a bat by the door? Probably 
not. For the most part, campus-area 
thefts occur when students appear to be 
out of the house. 

Leave a light on downstairs, keep 
your car parked as close to your house as 
possible, and make sure your windows 
are locked at all times. 

My neighbors are thankful that they 
were just part of some stupid prank and 
not something more serious. It served 
as a good reminder to be more aware of 
who is around us and to be more careful 
at home. 

Laura Patton is a senior journalism 
and international studies major, from San 
Antonio.
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Give thanks for economy’s upturn

Opinion Policy

       The Baylor Lariat welcomes 
reader viewpoints through letters to 
the editor and guest columns. Opin-
ions expressed in the Lariat are 
not necessarily those of the Baylor 
administration, the Baylor Board of 
Regents or the Student Publications 
Board.  

Most modern music has lost meaning

Point 
of 
View

by LaUra Patton



NEWS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2009 3THE BAYLOR LARIAT

There’s something you can do.

Visit your campus 
health center.

HPV Fact #1:
Your boyfriend 
can’t get 
screened for HPV. 
So there’s no way 
to know whether 
he could expose 
you to the virus.

 

The Baylor Investment Soci-
ety Meeting will be held at 
6 p.m. today in 205 Cashion 
Academic Center. Chris Zane, 
an equity analyst at Launchpad 
Capital, will speak about private 
equity.  This event will be a great 
networking opportunity, and all 
majors are welcom to attend. 
Free pizza will be served. 

F.A.C.E.S will meet at 7 p.m. 
today in the faculty lounge of 
the Bill Daniel Student Cen-
ter. Come to learn how to get 
involved in F.A.C.E.S. and 
throughout the community. 
 
Artist Lee Edwards is speak-
ing at the Martin Museum of Art 
in the Hooper-Schaefer Fine 
Arts Center from 3 to 4 p.m. 
today. He will present a gallery 
talk regarding his work.

To submit a bear brief, e-mail 
Lariat@baylor.edu.

CONTACT US
Editor  710-4099
Newsroom  710-1712
Sports  710-6357
Entertainment 710-7228
Advertising 710-3407

BEARBRIEFS

Entrepreneurship program jumps in rankings 
By Laura remson

Staff Writer

Hankamer School of Business’ 
entrepreneurship program was 
honored Tuesday with the No. 4 
spot in an Entrepreneur Maga-
zine/Princeton Review ranking 
of the Top 25 Undergraduate Pro-
grams.

This ranking is up from 2008, 
when Baylor was ranked No. 12, 
and 2007 when Baylor came in at 
No.  23. Taking top honors this 
year is Babson College, which 
received the top spot for both un-
dergraduate and graduate pro-
grams. 

Rounding out the top five un-
dergraduate programs this year 
are University of Houston, Uni-
versity of Arizona and Temple 
University. In comparing previ-
ous years’ data, four of the top 
five schools remained the same, 
with Baylor kicking out the Uni-
versity of Dayton, who in 2008 
was in fifth, but dropped to sev-
enth this year.

“We have a really good team 
and we are working on a lot of in-
novative projects,” said Dr. Ken-
dall Artz, chairman of the man-
agement and entrepreneurship 
department.

Artz explained that receiving 
outside recognition is a big vali-
dation of the work that’s being 
done in the department.

“It’s a very favorable rank-
ing,” said Dr. Leslie Palich, associ-
ate director of the entrepreneurial 
studies program. “Of course we 
are pleased with fourth place.”

At the same time, national 
ranking systems are very fluid.

“We are little bit concerned 
because of the previous rank-
ings. It’s a little hard to predict,” 
Palich said.  “A program can fall 
out of ranking more easily than 
we would like, but we have been 
fairly consistent.” 

Palich sees the history of 
Baylor’s program as one of its 
strengths.

“It doesn’t hurt that we’ve 
been around for a long time. It 

goes back to the ‘70s, and no 
one had a program like that,” 
Palich said. “When we look at 
these rankings, there are really 
outstanding programs. We were 
one of the first programs in the 
country, but that’s not the case 
anymore.” 

Part of the ranking is based 
on the percentage of program 
professors who are involved in 
business. Baylor is one of three 
schools in the top ten where 100 
percent of professors fall into this 
category. 

According to their news re-
lease, Entrepreneur magazine 
also used in-classroom teaching 
of business fundamentals, stu-
dent opportunities outside of the 
classroom and the department 
staff.

“Everybody who is involved 
in the entrepreneurship program 
has, at some point in their life, 
been involved in a business,” 
Artz said.

He explained that growing up 
in his household,  business was 

always a part of his life. 
“I grew up and my family was 

involved in a family business, 
in an aerial spring, agricultural 
business,” Artz said. “From when 
I was very young, I was involved. 
You learn the lick of things differ-
ently.” 

Artz doesn’t anticipate chang-
es in the department to come di-
rectly from this new ranking.

“We don’t make course deci-
sions with rankings in mind,” 
Artz  said. “What we do is make 
course offerings for what’s best 
for the student.”

However, there are still chang-
es going on within the depart-
ment. Artz explained that these 
changes are based on the student 
body and faculty.

“We just started the entre-
preneurship living and learn-
ing center in the fall. We have 
75 students (in that program),” 
Artz said. “We just started the 
Baylor Angel Network. We have 
students now who are working 
closely with new business and 

people who are going to fund fu-
ture businesses.”

The Baylor Angel Network is 
a program that offers students 
the opportunity to grow their en-
trepreneurial ideas in a safe, stu-
dent environment.

“Students love it. The Angel 
investors are folks who are will-
ing to put up money on new 
venture ideas that haven’t been 
tried,” Palich said. “Students get 
great experience from that.”

The Entrepreneurship Living-
Learning Center is a group of 
entrepreneurship-minded stu-
dents living in North Village this 
fall. This living-learning center 
represents the ninth one at Bay-
lor and joins the Engineering and 
computer science and Air Force 
ROTC learning centers. 

Carter Hopkins, Shreveport, 
La., senior and entrepreneurship 
major, found this year’s ranking 
a surprise.

“I think it speaks a lot for our 
school,” Hopkins said.

As for  finding a job after 

graduation, Hopkins is unsure of 
how much of an impact this rank-
ing will have.

“I don’t know how much it 
will help me out,” Hopkins said. 
“As an entrepreneur, you’re start-
ing your own business.”

For Hopkins, there’s a pull to-
ward the entrepreneurship major 
because of how independent it 
is.

“I like the challenge of start-
ing something new and doing 
something different,” he said. “I 
like the idea of working my own 
hours and working for myself.“

Palich gives Baylor students 
the credit for the program’s high 
ranking.

“I think it’s the attitude stu-
dents come in with. I’ve been 
teaching at Baylor since ‘91, and 
I have been just tremendously 
pleased with the students we 
have,” he  said. “They are re-
spectful and easy to work with, 
but they are inquisitive. They 
have a special skills set you don’t 
find in other places.”

Follow Us 
On

Twitter:
twitter.com/

BUlariat

Check out our 
Web sites:

www.baylorlariat.com
baylorlariat.wordpress.com

EMAIL from pg.1
sion of the university, and a 
harmonious relationship. A 
survey of BAA members and 
non-member alumni during this 
same time period found that 83 
percent of respondents believe 
the BAA’s independence enables 
it to be a strong partner with the 
university while providing alumni 
with their own voice. The same 
survey revealed that 96 percent 
of those polled believe the BAA 
should serve as an organization 
that responsibly and candidly 
represents the collective interests 
and values of Baylor alumni and 
provides a forum for the Baylor 
family to address issues concern-
ing the well-being of the university. 
As we would with anyone else, 
we certainly believe that a group 
of twenty-one individuals on the 
Board of Regents and the interim 
president are entitled to their 
opinion. This opinion requires us 
to study and consider the many 
ways that this proposal will affect 
our organization and Baylor.

 The regents’ urgent demand 
to present this proposal at this 
particular time raises a number of 
questions. Why has the current 
Board of Regents, under new 
leadership since June, taken this 
180-degree turn away from its 
historic support of the BAA’s inde-
pendence? And why now? We are 
not sure what the answers to these 
questions are, but we believe we 
must respond fully and faithfully to 
the proposal, as any good fiduciary 
would, in a way that is best for 
Baylor. That will be our guiding 

light as we consider the proposal. 
The BAA’s membership of more 
than 19,000 continues to repre-
sent the strongest, most actively 
engaged members of Baylor’s 
alumni base. The association’s 
own membership base has never 
been stronger and ranks among 
the typical membership percent-
ages of its Big 12 counterparts. As 
a financially self-sufficient group, 
the BAA provides $1.8 million 
in programs and services that 
engage alumni and encourage 
them to support the university. 
Under the terms of the proposal, 
this is roughly $1.8 million that 
the university would begin funding 
with its own funds to provide the 
same services. This past fiscal 
year, the BAA engaged more 
than 24,000 participants in its 
programs and had nearly 1.5 mil-
lion communication contacts with 
alumni and friends. In addition, 
BAA members’ financial support of 
Baylor remains a critical compo-
nent of the university’s health.
Members of the BAA constitute 
more than half of all alumni donors 
to the university, directly contribut-
ing $14.2 million to Baylor during a 
recent fiscal year. The alumni as-
sociation’s operations have never 
been stronger, running a balanced 
budget and maintaining its history 
of receiving unqualified audits. 
This success has come alongside 
the efforts of Baylor regents and 
administrators over the past year 
to change and sever the functional 
and service-oriented connections 
between Baylor and the BAA in 
a manner that departs from the 
historic partnership between the 

two organizations.
All of the above stated success-

es are germane to the mission and 
purpose of the BAA, and the facts 
show that the BAA and alumni are 
performing well. All of this must 
be considered when we study this 
proposal, as well as whether or 
not this proposal allows the BAA to 
expand its services in a way that is 
best for Baylor.

 Baylor University is unique as 
an institution of higher education, 
maintaining a delicate balance 
between learning and faith while 
being governed by a self-perpetu-
ating board of twenty-one individu-
als who have limited checks and 
balances to their authority as far 
as determining the future course 
of Baylor. Because of that special 
status, and for hundreds of other 
reasons, many alumni and the 
strongest supporters of Baylor 
have believed that the university 
is best served by an association 
that is self-governed and endowed 
with an independent voice—an 
association whose uniqueness in 
the world of private higher educa-
tion matches the uniqueness of the 
institution it serves. 

We must carefully study 
whether or not this mission holds 
true today as we consider this 
new proposal. As leaders of the 
alumni association, we hope that 
this candid, simply stated personal 
response will be clearly understood 
by you—our fellow Baylor alumni 
and friends. 

 David Lacy ’79, BAA president 
for 2009 Jeff Kilgore ’90, MSEd 
’92, BAA executive vice president 
and CEO.
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ing is doing it in a way that every 
other private school in the nation 
is doing it, which is a much more 
strategic method.” 

Baylor’s own variation of 
an alumni support system, The 
Baylor Network, reaches 80,000 
alumni, Stone said, adding that if 
the two efforts were combined, it 
would establish a more synergic 
and powerful network.

“The Baylor family consists of 
140,000 living alumni, which by 
the way the university is able to 
communicate with 122,000 of those 
alumni,” Stone said. “If the alum-
ni association were a part of the 
university they could be a part of 
communicating with a very large 
number of alumni as opposed to 
the smaller number of alumni, 
which represents their member-
ship.  They can communicate with 
10 times the number they are com-
municating with now.” 

Kilgore, however, said that 
membership is not down, but re-
mains consistent with other Big 
12 schools. Membership reviews 
for the past five years have con-
tinued to exceed record growth 
during a time period that regents 
have further separated the BAA 
and the university, he said mak-
ing the job more difficult. 

The Baylor Network, Kilgore 
said, plays a great role in new 
graduate networking whereas 

the BAA focuses attentions to the 
alumni when they are at a place 
in life when they can afford to 
become involved with the uni-
versity. 

“I will compliment it (Baylor 
Network) due to the fact that it is 
staffed and the plan was original-
ly part of the BAA in 2002, until 
then president Sloan asked for its 
name, hired away its executive di-
rector and staff. He brought them 
to the university and brought 
their plan and stated it as part of 
the university. Not particularly 
sure how that is now for some-
one to criticize the association’s 
effectiveness for not providing 
that service. It’s understandable, 
that’s not something I would ex-
pect everyone to know.” 

The proposal calls for, not 
only dissolving BAA’s charter, 
but also relinquishing its edito-
rial rights and publication of the 
Baylor Line, which would be 
incorporated into the university-
published Baylor Magazine.

Kilgore said that ceding pub-
lication rights would mean that 
the university would have com-
plete control of all content related 
to the university. 

“In corporate America that 
makes sense,” Kilgore said. “They 
(Baylor Board of Regents) feel the 
university should be run under a 
corporate model versus an aca-

demic model. In that model there 
is a need and desire to control all 
the messages. If you believe in 
the corporate model there is not 
a need or value in others having 
either differences of opinion or 
messages of which to exercise an 
independent voice. 

“In an academic model, those 
freedoms are embraced and wel-
comed and not perceived as a 
threat or something critical or 
negative. That is crux of the mat-
ter,” he said. “That’s not saying 
either side does not love Baylor 
or either is not well intended. 
That means they have a differ-
ence of opinion and I like to think 
of my Baylor as a place that is 
and has been historically a big 
enough place to realize a greater 
value and having a model that is 
inclusive of all of that.”

Board of Regents chairman 
Stone cited the BAA’s many con-
tributions to Baylor as reason for 
the merger.

“Baylor as a university ab-
solutely honors and appreciates 
the alumni association and their 
leadership and for that reason we 
want them to be a part of Baylor 
and its initiatives,” Stone said. 
“We would love to have the BAA 
leadership to be a part of leading 
the university’s alumni engage-
ment efforts like the Baylor Net-
work. “ 

Send us your 
thoughts at:

Lariat_letters@baylor.edu
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