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In May, Dr. Garrett’s literary novel Shame was published by David C. Cook Publishers. The book received a laudatory review in Publishers Weekly, which welcomed Dr. Garrett back to fiction writing after a six-year absence and concluded that the book “plowed deep furrows in the heart; a slam-dunk for Garrett” (the novel’s narrator is a farmer and basketball coach). Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, writes that Shame is “a beautifully crafted novel, very moving and with something of a Marilynne Robinson quality of stillness in the middle of it – the stillness of a rural society not rapidly swayed by contemporary storms, but more importantly, a stillness of regard towards the three-dimensionality of its characters. Both sorts of stillness give it that rare mixture of specificity and universality that mark a really serious fiction. Well worth waiting for!”

In July, Dr. Garrett’s book We Get to Carry Each Other: The Gospel according to U2 was published by Westminster John Knox as its lead title for the Fall publishing season. Publishers Weekly led its Religion section with its positive review of the book; former Publishers Weekly religion editor Phyllis Tickle writes that U2 is “almost never subjected to sound critical and theological analysis. Greg Garrett has corrected that situation handsomely. If you care at all about the role of music in Western Christianity today, you’ll want to read this book.” In other publications, Dr. Garrett published an excerpt from We Get to Carry Each Other on Beliefnet, a lesson on Slumdog Millionaire for The Thoughtful Christian, and an op-ed piece in the Albany, NY Times-Union. He continues to be a featured columnist for The Texas Episcopalian and featured blogger for The Christian Century and Ethics Daily at theotherjesus.com.

Dr. Garrett signed books at Page and Palette Books in Fairhope, Alabama, on May 15. On May 31, he gave a fiction reading at the Front Porch in Austin, Texas, and on June 4, he gave a fiction reading from Shame and signed books at BookPeople in Austin. From June 22-29, Dr. Garrett led a retreat, “Wisdom of the Desert,” at Ghost Ranch Conference Center in Abiquiu, New Mexico. On July 5, Dr. Garrett preached at two services of St. David’s Episcopal Church, Austin. On July 14, Dr. Garrett signed books at the Episcopal General Convention in Anaheim, California, and on July 14 and 15, he led two workshops at the Convention based on his books on religion and culture. On July 17, Dr. Garrett read from and signed We Get to Carry Each Other at the national launch of that book at Carmichael’s Books in Louisville, Kentucky, this year’s national Bookseller of the Year. On July 19, Dr. Garrett preached, taught, and signed books at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Louisville. From July 27-August 2, Dr. Garrett taught a class, “Speaking Out for Peace and Justice,” at Ghost Ranch, and on July 31, he signed books at Ghost Ranch. From August 4-12, Dr. Garrett was on a media tour in England and Ireland for We Get to Carry Each Other, including an appearance on Ireland’s national talk radio station on August 10.

This summer Dr. Garrett was interviewed or his work reviewed by Publishers Weekly, National Review, Pro (Germany), Baptist Standard, Word and Way, Marketplace (UK), Austin American-Statesman, the Toronto [Ontario] Star, NewsTalk Radio (Dublin, Ireland), Premier Radio Network (UK), Busted Halo (Sirius/XM Radio), Catholic Bookmarks (Sirius/XM Radio), Transworld Radio (UK), KUT-FM (Austin), KFOG-FM (San Francisco), KDKA-FM Radio (Pittsburgh), Something Beautiful (podcast), Read the Spirit (readthespirit.com), Everyday Christian (everydaychristian.com), @U2 (www.atu2.com), Patheos (www.patheos.com), Pop Theology (http://www.poptheology.com/2009/08/u2-gospel/), and WJK Radio (http://wjkradio.wjkbooks.com). 

****

Cambridge University Press has recently published Phillip Donnelly’s book, Milton’s Scriptural Reasoning: Narrative and Protestant Toleration.

 

Phillip Donnelly was invited to present a paper on “Converting Socratic Dialectic in Paradise Lost” for the Canada Milton Seminar, at the Center for Reformation and Renaissance Studies, University of Toronto, April 25, 2009.

 

Phillip Donnelly’s article, “Logic,” was accepted for publication in a collection titled, Milton in Context, edited by Stephen B. Dobranski, published by Cambridge University Press.
****

Ibex Publishers, Inc., of Bethesda, Maryland, has recently released J. R. LeMaster’s 21st book.  Written in collaboration with Sabahat Jahan, a former Baylor graduate student from Bangladesh, Walt Whitman and the Persian Poets is a study of the similarities of religious views found in Whitman and the ancient Persian poets known as the Sufi.  Specifically, it is a study of religion in the work of Whitman, Rumi, and Hafez.   
****

Peter G. Epps has recently accepted a position as Assistant Professor (non tenure-track) at Belhaven College, at its Houston extension campus.  Belhaven College, in Jackson, Mississippi, describes itself as “a Christian liberal arts college dedicated to helping people grapple with the complex issues of life and to preparing them for positions of leadership in a rapidly changing society.”  The Houston campus offers courses targeted to non-traditional students, helping to extend Belhaven’s reach to a diverse population of self-motivated learners.  In addition to teaching writing and literature core courses, Peter will be directing the Belhaven Houston program of foundational skill development.
****

Adrienne Akins had an article titled “The Business Mind and the Artist’s Eye in Cather’s ‘Before Breakfast’” accepted for publication in The Explicator.

****

Jeffrey Bilbro's essay “A Form for Living in the Midst of Loss: Faithful Marriage in the Revisions of A Place on Earth” has been accepted for publication in The Southern Literary Journal.
Jeffrey Bilbro's poem “Whisper” has been accepted for publication in The Clarion Review.

****

Margy Thomas presented a paper on May 22, in New Orleans, at the Conference on Christianity and Literature. The theme of the conference was “Human Experience as the Mask of God: The Hero’s Journey as the Quest for the Sacred in Literature and the Arts,” and her paper was entitled, “Chasing the Ungraspable Phantom: Quest and Question in Moby Dick.”
CONFERENCES-CALLS FOR PAPERS

Information has been received from Maryland University College about their conference, “Attending to Early Modern Women: Conflict, Concord,” November 5-7, 2009.  To register, please visit www.crbs.umd.edu/atw/atw7 by October 1, 2009.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.
****
Information has been received from Ohio University Press concerning the 14th annual Hollis Summers Poetry Prize contest for a cash prize of $1,000. Manuscript submissions must be 60 to 95 pages and include name, address, and phone number of the person on the title page.  Submissions should not be bound in ring binders or plastic holders. Send submissions to Hollis Summers Poetry Prize, Ohio University Press, 19 Circle Drive, The Ridges, Athens, OH  45701, along with the $20 submission fee. Manuscripts must be postmarked by October 31, 2009.  For more information, please visit www.ohioswallow.com/poetry_prize, or see the flier on file in CS 106.
****

Echoes of the Aeolian Harp
From June 1-4, Dr. Nancy Chinn attended the National Council of Teachers of English Summer Institute at Ocean Creek Resort and Conference center, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  This year’s topics focused on “Gender Studies and the Canon.”  Seminar Leaders were Sandra Gilbert, Susan Gubar, and Henry Louis Gates.
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