Spring 09 Seminars for Excellence in Teaching
ATL Graduate Fellow Hillary Blakeley on "The Neuroscience of Learning," March 23, BSB E234, 12-1:00 p.m. (pizza lunch provided) 

How do learning and memory operate inside the brain? What are some common "neuromyths" in education? This seminar examines some of the neural underpinnings of how people learn-and it's for everyone interested in teaching and learning, not for scientists only! We'll discuss basic neuroscientific principles of learning, take a look at recent developments in brain research, and think together about how we can begin to integrate some of this exciting new information into teaching, testing, and studying. Limited to 20 participants. 

Dr. Gardner Campbell on "Social Networks in Teaching and Learning," March 30, Creekmore Conference Room, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Everyone's on Facebook, and the world is all a-Twitter. Online social networks are everywhere. What makes these networks effective? Are they truly significant for teaching and learning? What are the cautions we should keep in mind? We'll do a broad overview of some of the leading online social networks, then examine Facebook, Twitter, and del.icio.us in greater detail, exploring their appeal as well as how we might use the energy and scale of these networks in teaching and learning. Limited to 20 participants. 


EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative Web Seminar: "Student-Generated Content for Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts, and YouTube," April 6, Draper 139, Noon-1:30 p.m. (Brownbag) 

Jude Higdon, Managing Director of Technology-Based Learning at the University of Minnesota, and Karen Howell, Director of the Leavey Library at the University of Southern California, will discuss how they support instructors who integrate new forms of social media production into their course assignments and assessments. Their case study will focus on a comparative political media course where students produced blogs, podcasts, and videos for YouTube. In addition to issues of pedagogy, faculty development, and technical support, Higdon and Howell will also discuss opportunities for new partnerships as we look to the future of new media literacy where students and instructors increasingly use a broad range of media in their curricular lives and beyond.


Dr. Laine Scales on "Preparing Undergraduates for Class Presentations," April 14, Creekmore Conference Room, 11-11:50 a.m. 

Have you ever invited undergraduate students to present in class, only to find the presentations mediocre and the audience (including yourself, the teacher) bored? This 50 minute seminar will explore the rationale and objectives for requiring students to present or lead discussion in class, using these as a foundation for practical tips on making it work. By setting up your student presenters strategically, you can create a more satisfying experience for all involved. Limited to 20 participants. 


Dr. Darin Davis on "Flourishing with Talents: Happiness and Vocation in Teaching and Learning," April 22, Creekmore Conference Room (second floor Jones Library), 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
How might Christ's parable of the talents inform our own understanding of the calling of teachers and scholars? And how might this richer conception of vocation invite us to pursue, along with our co-laborers in the university, true happiness? Limited to 20 participants. 


