Field Experience

All-Level Special Education
Beginning with TED 2360, Teaching Special Education, all special education courses are either field-based or taken concurrently with one that is field-based. The field-based courses are all linked to a teaching experience involving students with ELN. These experiences increase in frequency, duration, number of students, and complexity of the instructional/management tasks. The field-based courses are structured to provide modeling, guided practice, and independent practice in each setting.  The following is a brief description of how instruction and experience are structured.
Candidates in TED 2360 spend the first four weeks in preparation on the university campus, and then tutor for ten weeks in an elementary school with 4-5th grade ELN students.  The tutoring is supervised by the Baylor instructor and candidates are taught a peer-coaching model; this allows candidates to receive feedback whenever they are teaching. 
TED 3469, Literacy for Learners with Special Needs, meets on campus, daily, for four weeks. This time is used for literacy instruction prior to moving to a PDS to teach reading in small groups.  Small group instruction occurs four days a week and the class returns to campus on Fridays for continued instruction.  Candidates are supervised by the course instructor and a graduate assistant. Time in the schools is also scheduled for reflection, feedback, reviewing lesson plans and planning the next day's lesson.
In TED 3660/3661 the two teaching associate semesters are structured to allow 60-90 minutes 4 days a week in a classroom, a weekly 90-minute seminar, and planning sessions with the classroom teacher. During one of the teaching associate semesters, candidates are placed in a middle school resource room to teach math, and they also assist in inclusion classes in math, science, social studies and language arts, which requires planning with PDS Clinical faculty. In the second semester they teach high school students in a functional curriculum. Candidates are supervised by the Baylor and PDS Clinical faculty and a graduate assistant. 

Elementary (EC-4)
The Baylor University School of Education has created partnerships in the Waco area for providing extensive teaching experiences for teaching candidates.  These schools are designated Professional Development Schools (PDS) or Partner Schools.  A PDS is supported by a university faculty liaison and a part-time site coordinator and may be the location for freshmen and sophomore level field experiences, junior-level teaching associate experiences, as well as senior-level internships.  All PDS locations are in Waco Independent School District.  A Partner School has a smaller total number of undergraduate field experiences than a PDS and is not supported by a University Liaison or a site coordinator.  A Partner School 	may be in Waco Independent School District or in another nearby school district.
All field experiences in the program are developmental and layered within progressively more complex situations, so that the candidates have sustained opportunities to deepen and expand their knowledge for the subject matter and effective teaching practices.  For example, beginning with freshman and sophomore years (i.e., the novice), candidates tutor primary students.  During the teaching associate or junior year, candidates teach small groups of students in an elementary classroom.  All field experiences are distributed among urban and suburban schools so that each candidate has multiple opportunities to work with students of different ethnic, religious and socioeconomic backgrounds, and with varying levels of achievement and different aptitudes, interests, and exceptionalities.
Elementary Program Field Experience Requirements
Course: TED 1312 Introduction to Teaching*
Description: One-on one tutoring of a first grade student
Hours: 15 clock hours, 3 credits

Course: TED 2320 Teaching Early Childhood-Grade 4*
Description: Focused observations in PreK-Grade 5 classrooms
Hours: 10 clock hours, 3 credits

Course: TED 3620 Teaching Associate EC-4 Part I*
Description: Teaching small group literacy lessons in an elementary classroom with supervision by a faculty member 
Hours: 30 clock hours, 6 credits

Course: TED 3621 Teaching Associate EC-4 Part II*
Description: Teaching small group mathematics lessons in an elementary classroom with supervision by a faculty member
Hours: 30 clock hours, 6 credits

Each field experience listed above includes routine class meetings either at the campus setting or on the university campus with the faculty member who supervises the experience.  For example, TED 1312 Introduction to Teaching meets on the Baylor campus for approximately 30 hours of instruction on topics that include positive behavior management, assessment to support instruction, planning instruction, the role of the teacher, as well as practical discussions of the tutoring experience. In TED 2320, candidates will conduct focused observations on the creation of a positive learning environment, the developmental characteristics of elementary students, and communication with professionals within the public school environment.
The primary purpose of the Teaching Associate experience (TED 3620 Teaching Associate EC-4 Part I and TED 3621 Teaching Associate EC-4 Part II) is to actively study and practice teaching in the literacy and mathematics areas.  The courses that candidates take concurrently with TED 3620 are focused on teaching reading and language arts.  In TED 3621, candidates are actively engaged in a mathematics focus.  Teaching Associates are placed on a PDS campus and teach small literacy or mathematics groups four day per week.  Teaching Associates are supervised by the University Liaison assigned to the PDS campus and by the Clinical Instructors.  The Clinical Instructors are certified in elementary education, have at least one year of teaching experience, and have been evaluated as positive Clinical Instructors and role models for Teaching Associates.

Special Education-Gifted
The field experiences are aligned with national standards and are integrated within each of the courses. The experience, the required evidence, and clock hours of classroom work is described in the Table below.
Summary of Field Experiences by Course and Year

	NAGC/CEC Standard
	Year
Course
	Experience/Evidence
	Evidence
	Clock Hours

	Standards 2-9
	Freshman Year (Novice)
TED 1312. Introduction to Teaching
	Assess and teach beginning literacy to one culturally diverse first grader in an urban elementary school.
	Case study of student.
Portfolio artifacts and narrative.
	Twice a week for 10 weeks x 1 hour per session = 
20 hours

	Standards 2 and 3
	Sophomore Year
(Novice)
EDP 3326. Developing Child
	Study child development from prenatal through 18 years of age. Current literature, research findings and development theories are presented, including atypical development.
	Developmental profile of four students. A report that describes similarities and differences.
	Ten field experience hours are required during the semester.

	Standards 2 and 3
	Sophomore Year
(Novice)
EDP 3324
Learning and Development
	Identify a framework for examining the learner, the learning process, and the learning environment.  
	Functional Behavior Assessment of a student. Observations of classrooms from different theoretical perspectives.
	Ten field experience hours are required during the semester.

	Standards 1-10
	Sophomore Year
(Novice)
TED 2350. Introduction to the Gifted Child
	Use the strategy of independent study with one or two gifted elementary students who are in a resource room for gifted students. The school is located in an urban setting.
	Presentation of student work to parents and other students. Case study of student.
Portfolio artifacts and narrative.
	Twice a week for 10 weeks x 45 minutes per session =
15 hours

	Standards 2-10
	Junior Year
(Teaching Associate)
TED 3650 and 3651. GT Teaching Associate, Part I (fall semester) and Part II (spring semester)

	Elementary candidates teach and differentiate math (fall semester) and literacy (spring semester) with small groups of urban elementary students, of whom some are gifted and talented.  

	Lesson plans and records of progress for each of the students within the group.
Portfolio artifacts and narrative.
	Teaching one small group for 60 minutes per day x 4 days per week x 14 weeks x 2 semesters = 
112 hours



Each of the following courses is carefully sequenced, relates to national standards, and integrates a field experience. While candidates have special sections of the practicum courses in the intern and teaching associate years, students take all of the required courses in the elementary program. They also are required to take three additional courses: learning and development, differentiation, and exceptionalities. 

TED 1312. Introduction to Teaching (Freshman or Novice Year)(NAGC-CEC Standards 2 through 9). Candidates focus on beginning reading assessment, instructional planning, and strategies for teaching literacy. Candidates produce a case study of the student, which includes pre/post assessments. Total numbers of hours = 20
TED 2350. Introduction to the Gifted Child (Sophomore or Novice Year) (NAGC-CEC Standards 1 through 10. Candidates guide a gifted student through independent study, producing a case study about the student’s progress and sharing this progress with the student’s parents and peers. Total number of hours = 15
EDP 3326. The Developing Child (Sophomore or Novice Year)(NAGC-CEC Standards 2 and 3) Candidates study child development from prenatal through 18 years of age. Current literature, research findings and development theories are presented, including atypical development. The candidates observe two students at one age level and two at another, creating a developmental profile for each one. They write a report describing similarities and differences within and across age levels. Total number of hours = 10.
EDP 3324. Learning and Development (Sophomore or Novice Year)(NAGC-CEC Standards 2 and 3). Candidates identify a framework for examining the learner, the learning process, and the learning environment, completing a functional behavior assessment of a student. They observe classrooms and describe them using different theoretical perspectives. Total number of hours = 10.
TED 3650 and 3651. GT Teaching Associate, Part I (fall semester) and Part II (spring semester)(NAGC-CEC Standards 1 through 10). Elementary candidates teach and differentiate math (one semester) and literacy (the other semester) with small groups of urban elementary gifted students. Total number of hours = 112.
Middle and Secondary Level Teacher Field Experience
Novice Experiences (1st and 2nd years of program)
EDF 1212, EDF 1213, and EDF 2230 are the first courses in the middle level certificate program. Collectively, these courses comprise the candidates’ novice experiences. The content of these courses and the relationship of these courses to the NMSA performance-based standards are addressed in detail elsewhere in this folio (page 58 ). Candidates complete the general studies degree requirements and the novice teacher education experiences in their first two years.

Candidates were enrolled in EDF 1212 for the first time in the fall of 2001; EDF 1213 was offered for the first time the following spring (2002); and EDF 2230 Teaching in the Middle Grades is being taught for the first time this fall (2002).

In order for a candidate to move from novice experiences to associate experiences in the third year of a program, an assessment team must evaluate the candidate’s portfolio and certify that all novice benchmarks have been attained (a more detailed discussion of the evaluation system appears on page 69, Teacher Candidate Development Portfolio).  

Each field experience includes routine class meetings on the university campus with the faculty member who supervises the experience.  For example, TED 1312 Introduction to Teaching meets on the Baylor campus for approximately 30 hours of instruction on topics that include positive behavior management, assessment to support instruction, planning instruction on topics that include positive behavior management, assessment to support instruction, planning instruction, the role of the teacher, as well as practical discussions of the tutoring experience.
The Baylor University School of Education has created partnerships with schools in the Waco area for providing extensive teaching experiences for teaching candidates. These schools are designated Professional Development Schools (PDS) or Partner Schools. A PDS is supported by a University Faculty Liaison and a part-time onsite coordinator along with content/pedagogy support faculty. These may be the location for freshmen and sophomore level field experiences and junior level teaching associate experiences. All PDS locations are in Waco ISD. A Partner School has a smaller total number of undergraduate field experiences than a PDS and is not supported by a University Liaison or an onsite coordinator but does have content/pedagogy faculty support. A Partner School may be in Waco ISD or in another nearby school district such as Midway ISD or Robinson ISD. The variation in placements allows for diversified experiences for our candidates, as the various schools range from suburban to urban with differences in school size as well.
All field experiences take place in public schools. Reference to middle level is used throughout the report instead of middle school as our grade level certification is 4-8, which might be at an elementary school, middle school, junior high, or intermediate school.  A sequence of planned opportunities support observation and participation of grades 1-8 under the supervision of highly qualified teacher mentors along with university faculty with expertise in teaching middle level content. Students begin as freshman with observation and participation experiences continuing through their sophomore and junior years. In addition they are engaged in a full year internship their senior year. During their junior year (Teaching Associate year) they are placed with a qualified teacher noted as Clinical Faculty.  Clinical faculty must have at least 3 years of teaching experience at the middle school level and be recommended by their Principals.  
Teacher candidates document their experiences in the schools by preparing written reflections and by entering evidence of student learning in their electronic portfolio (efolio). The efolio is organized around 18 benchmarks developed by the Teacher Education Faculty. The computer format for the efolio was designed by the Baylor University School of Education Media Center using Dreamweaver software, which is available on the university network. An efolio template is provided to all teacher candidates during their first education course. Graduate assistants in the Media Center provide support services to teacher candidates by scheduling specific tutorial sessions and on an as needed basis as well. Each teacher candidate’s efolio is evaluated online by teacher education faculty at the end of each semester. The teacher candidate continues to add to the efolio each semester, documenting mastery of the benchmarks using evidence from field experiences. 
 Middle Level Mathematics Teachers
The middle level math field experience follows the pattern described below:
	Required course
	Brief Description of Field Experience for this Course
	Hours in a School and 
Semester Credit Hours

	TED 1312 Introduction to Teaching
	One-on-one tutoring of a first or sixth grade student with supervision by a university faculty member
	15 clock  hours, 3 credits

	TED 2330 Introduction to Middle Level Education
	One-on-one tutoring of a middle level student assigned to the Waco Challenge Academy Alternative School with supervision by a university faculty member
	30 clock hours, 3 credits

	TED 3630 Middle Level Teaching Associate Part I 
	Assisting a middle level school Math teacher with supervision by two university faculty members--one with prior middle level school teaching experience and one with middle level teaching experience specific to mathematics.
	30 clock hours, 6 credits

	TED 3631 Middle Level Teaching Associate Part II 
	Assisting a middle level school Math teacher with supervision by two university faculty members. One with prior middle level school teaching experience and one with middle level teaching experience specific to mathematics.
	30 clock hours, 6 credits

	TED 4326 Mathematics in the Early Grades

	Assisting an upper elementary (grade 5) Math teacher with supervision by the University math education course instructor.
	3 weeks, two days/week, total of 6 clock hours, Part of requirement in 3 hour course



Additional Field Experiences:
An additional short field experience is provided in TED 4326 (Mathematics in the Early Grades), because at that time, as Teaching Associates in their junior year, the students are placed in a middle school mathematics setting, but they are taking an upper elementary course focusing on grades 4-5.  So that students can implement and practice strategies and pedagogy focused on that level mathematics, the students engage in a short field experience as part of the course in a grade 5 mathematics class.  During the spring of the Teaching Associate year the candidates are taking TED 4337, Mathematics in the Middle Grades.  Since they are already in a middle grade math placement there is no additional field experience required.  However, the course instructor either supervises them or works with another mathematics education faculty member to ensure that the appropriate experiences occur and to monitor candidate progress as seen in the various assessments described later in this report.
Field experiences beyond general requirements
4-8 Mathematics Candidates
During the Teaching Associate Year:
· Two-three instructional lessons in a fifth grade classroom (TED 4326)
· Creation and implementation of mathematics and real world careers in the form of a carnival booth (TED 4337)
· Presenters at the Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics; present carnival booths (TED 4337)
· Instructors at GEAR UP Super Saturdays (TED 4326 and TED 4337)

Secondary Level Mathematics Education
Secondary level mathematics field experiences follow the pattern described below:
	Required course
	Brief Description of Field Experience for this Course
	Hours in a School and 
Semester Credit Hours

	TED 1312 Introduction to Teaching
	One-on-one tutoring of a first or sixth grade student with supervision by a university faculty member
	15 clock  hours, 3 credits

	TED 2340 Introduction to Secondary Level Education
	One-on-one tutoring of a secondary level student assigned to the Waco Challenge Academy Alternative School with supervision by a university faculty member
	30 clock hours, 3 credits

	TED 3640
Teaching Associate Secondary Part I
Concurrently take TED 3383 Math Content Seminar
	Assisting a secondary school Math teacher with supervision by two university faculty members. One with prior secondary school teaching experience and one with secondary teaching experience specific to mathematics.
	30 clock hours, 6 credits

	TED 3641 Teaching Associate Secondary Part II 
Concurrently take TED 3384 Math Content Seminar
	Assisting a secondary school Math teacher with supervision by two university faculty members. One with prior secondary school teaching experience and one with secondary teaching experience specific to mathematics.
	30 clock hours, 6 credits



Additional Field Experiences:
An additional short field experience is provided in TED 4348 (Secondary Mathematics Curriculum), because at that time, as Teaching Associates in their junior year, the students are placed in a secondary school mathematics setting, but they engage in a 6 hour field experience in a PDS or partner school site in a grade 8 mathematics class as part of the course. This includes planning with the 8th grade certified math teacher, observing and teaching lessons.
Field experiences beyond general requirements
8-12 Mathematics Candidates
During the Teaching Associate Year:
· Two-three instructional lessons in an eighth grade classroom (TED 4338)
· Presenters at the Central Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics; present literature and mathematics connections (except for spring 2009; focus was mathematics and technology) (TED 3384)
· Instructors at GEAR UP Super Saturdays (TED 3383 and TED 3384)



Middle and Secondary Science
Middle and Secondary level science field experiences follow the pattern described below:
	Required course
	Brief Description of Field Experience for this Course
	Hours in a School and Semester Credit Hours

	TED 1312 Introduction to Teaching*
	One-on-one tutoring of a first or sixth grade student with supervision by a faculty member
	15 clock  hours, 3 credits

	TED 2340 Introduction to Secondary Education*
	One-on-one tutoring of a high school student assigned to the Waco Challenge Academy Alternative School with supervision by a faculty member
	30 clock hours, 3 credits

	TED 3640 Secondary Teaching Associate Part I and TED 3387 Secondary Science Practicum Part I* (Courses taken concurrently)
	Assisting a high school Science teacher with supervision by a faculty member with prior high school Science teaching experience
	30 clock hours, 6 credits

	TED 3641 Secondary Teaching Associate Part II and TED 3388 Secondary Science Practicum Part II* (Courses taken concurrently)
	Assisting a high school Science teacher with supervision by a faculty member with prior high school Science teaching experience
	30 clock hours, 6 credits


*Course required of all Middle School Science, Life Science, Physical Science, or Science Composite Majors

English, Language Arts Reading 4-8, English, Language Arts Reading 8-12, and Spanish 6-12
All field experiences occur in schools in the Waco area that have diverse populations and that are part of the Professional Development School (PDS) Network. 
Novice level field-experiences
All Novice candidates tutor a middle school student in a local school for 15 clock hours. The middle school where they tutor is characteristic of the Waco community and school district. 
Teaching Associate field-experiences
All Teaching Associate candidates are assigned to their content specific middle school classroom for both semesters. They spend approximately 41 class periods during the fall and approximately 46 class periods during the spring semester in this middle school English classroom. Planning collaboratively with the Clinical Instructor (classroom teacher or CI), each candidate assumes responsibility for part of each class period every day. During the fall and spring semesters, each candidate teaches a unit that has been collaboratively planned with the Clinical Instructor (the classroom teacher). Candidates meet with the Clinical Instructor for planning during a 30 minutes per week scheduled planning time. Candidates are supervised by university faculty who specialize in the different content areas and by the Onsite Coordinator.  At change of semester, candidates are moved to a different middle school classroom where they can experience working with a different group of students and a different middle school Clinical Instructor.
School Psychology
All candidates must complete 250 hours of practicum over two semesters during their second year in the program. Supervision for the practicum must be provided by a licensed/certified school psychologist. Each practicum candidate must receive an average of one hour per week of individual supervision.  The program has a 27-page Practicum Handbook that provides details on the types of field experiences expected as well as a Practicum/Internship Experiences Evaluation Form, which is a 34-question comprehensive evaluation completed by field supervisors twice per semester. 
Social Studies 
Each field experience requires secondary social studies candidates to integrate and apply the content and pedagogy learned in the university classroom into the tutorial, small group, and whole group instruction at the PDS campus  under the supervision of  the university and public school faculty members  who supervises the candidates’ field experiences. For example, TED 1312 Introduction to Teaching  course requires secondary social studies teaching candidates to engage in 15 hours (15 weeks) of one-on-one tutoring of P-12 students at a designated PDS campus. The TED 2340 Introduction to Secondary Schools course  requires secondary social studies teaching candidates to engage in 30 hours  (15 weeks) of one-on-one tutoring and small group instruction of 8-12 students at a designated PDS campus. The TED 3640-41 Secondary Teaching Associate Parts 1 & 2 and TED 3385-86 Secondary Social Studies Teaching Associate courses equire secondary social studies candidates to engage in 60 hours (30 weeks) of small group and whole group instruction of 8-12 students at a designated PDS campus. 
Master of Science in Education Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Of the 20-25 candidates who complete the master’s degree each year, approximately half of these students are full-time teachers in a K-12 school. Other candidates for this degree are full time students who have an undergraduate degree in education and work as graduate assistants for the department or for a grant program housed in the department. Some graduate assistants gain additional experience working with K-12 students through the grant programs in the department, including Gear-Up Math, Gear-Up Leaf (an ESL tutoring program), STOMP, or Hot Tamale Tutoring Other graduate assistants work with undergraduate field-experience programs in local schools. 
Strickland Scholars Master’s Plus Initial Teacher Certification (Alternative Certification Program)
Beginning in the summer of 2009, all Strickland Scholar candidates will participate in a minimum of 20 clocks hours of classroom experiences with K-12 students in one or more of the following programs: Waco ISD summer school, University for Young People, Gear-Up Math, Stomp, Hot Tamale Tutoring Program.
Doctor in Education Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Of the 20-28 candidates actively taking courses in the EdD degree each year, approximately half of these students are full-time teachers or administrators in K-12 schools. Other candidates for this degree are full time students who have an undergraduate degree in education and work as graduate assistants for the department or for a grant program housed in the department. Some graduate assistants gain additional experience working with K-12 students through the grant programs in the department, including Gear-Up Math, Gear-Up Leaf (an ESL tutoring program), STOMP, or Hot Tamale Tutoring. Other graduate assistants work with undergraduate field-experience programs in local schools. 


