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As President of the Texas Institute of Letters, Dr. William V. Davis presided at the meetings of the Institute held in Waco during the weekend of April 17-18. The activities began with a reception at the Dr. Pepper Museum on Friday. On Saturday the events included the meeting of the council, the recognition meeting with readings by new members, and the annual awards banquet, all held at the Hilton hotel. During the banquet ceremonies the Institute awarded more than $22,000.00 in prizes in various literary categories.

Dr. William V. Davis chaired the judging panel for the Dobie-Paisano Fellowships. The members of this panel included six judges from the University of Texas (Austin) and six judges from the Texas Institute of Letters. The final decisions and the choice of the two Fellows for 2009-2010 were made on April 25 at the J. Frank Dobie ranch near Austin, which is the site of the Fellowships.

As a member of the steering committee of the South Central Conference on Christianity and Literature, Dr. William V. Davis attended the SCCCL meetings held in New Orleans, May 22-23, where he gave a reading of his poetry.

Dr. William V. Davis’s essay, “’Good Luck in Cracked Italian’: Richard Hugo in Italy,” has been published in the Twentieth Anniversary Edition of War, Literature and the Arts 20: 1 & 2, pp. 57-73. 

****

Dr. Joshua King’s article “Sympathetic Pleasure and the Power of Meter in Wordsworth’s ‘The Old Cumberland Beggar’” has been accepted for publication by The Wordsworth Circle, one of the leading peer-reviewed journals in Romantic studies, and will appear in the Summer 2009 issue.
****

Dianna Anderson presented a paper titled “Retranslating Myth:  The Role of the Veil in Till We Have Faces” at the 12th Annual Conference of the CS Lewis and Inklings Society at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI, on March 27, 2009.
****

Anna M. Blanch recently presented a paper at the Conference on Christianity and Literature – West Region Conference, “Speaking Truth to Power” held at George Fox University, Oregon, 16-18 April, titled “The Strength of the Female Mind or The Chiding of the Privileged and Powerful by Mrs. Hannah More.” This paper was the result of research conducted as part of an Independent Study with Dr. Barcus during Summer 2008.
****

Danielle Williams presented a paper entitled “How to Celebrate Life: Conflict in Virginia Woolf’s To the Lighthouse” at the West Regional CCL Conference in Newberg, Oregon.

****

Geoffrey Reiter’s essay “‘Two Sides of the Same Magic’: The Dialectic of Mortality and Immortality in Peter S. Beagle’s The Last Unicorn” has been published in the Spring/Summer 2009 issue of Mythlore.

****

Adrienne Akins had an article, "Ethnic Identity in Sandra Cisneros's Caramelo," accepted for publication in Notes on Contemporary Literature.

****

Jill S. Alexander, who graduated from the department in 1992, announces the publication of her novel The Sweetheart of Prosper County with Macmillan.
CONFERENCES-CALLS FOR PAPERS

Information had been received from Emporia State University that Heritage of the Great Plains, a biannual journal published by the Center for Great Plains Studies and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at ESU, is seeking manuscripts. An issue of the journal will be devoted to the one-room school, and includes memories about the advantages and disadvantages of a one-room school education, or the social and community activities related to the one-room school will be considered. Send submissions to sbrinkma@emporia.edu or jhoy@emporia.edu or via mail to CGPS, Campus Box 4040, Emporia State University, 1200 Commercial St., Emporia, KS 66801. For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Information has been received from The Texas Institute for Literary and Textual Studies concerning fellowship applications for its first annual Symposium. This 2010 Summer Symposium, being held at The University of Texas at Austin May 24-May 27, 2010, focuses on literature and religious conflict in the English Renaissance. Fellows are expected to produce substantial scholarly essays that will be the focus of the presentations and discussions at the Symposium. TILTS Fellows will receive an honorarium of $1,200, and expenses for travel as well as for food and lodging during the event. The deadline for applications is October 1, 2009. Applicants must hold a Ph.D. and should submit the following, in a single pdf file: 1) a current CV, 2) a 200-word abstract, and 3) a three-to-four page, single-spaced project description. Successful applicants will be notified after November 15, 2009, and will then be asked to develop their proposals into essays of 25-30 pages, which must be submitted to the Directors by March 1, 2010. Address applications to Wayne A Rebhorn and Frank Whigham at TILTS.Renaissance@austin.utexas.edu. For more information, please visit www.en.utexas.edu/tilts, or see the flier on file in CS 106.
GRADUATE STUDIES

Information has been received from the University of California, Riverside, concerning the Palm Desert’s Master of Fine Arts (MFA) program in Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts. MFA students concentrate their work in one genre, from fiction to creative non-fiction, poetry to playwriting. Interested students can apply online at www.graduate.ucr.edu. Along with the application, three letters of recommendation, transcripts, and a 25 page writing sample of fiction, poetry, creative non-fiction, or screenplay or stage play. Mail all materials and the application fee to Program Representative, MFA in Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts, UCR Palm Desert Graduate Center, 75-080 Frank Sinatra Drive, Palm Desert, California  92211. For more information, please visit www.palmdesertmfa.ucr.edu, or see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Information has been received from the Bennington College concerning The Bennington Writing Seminars, which is offering a low-residency Master of Fine Arts (MFA) Program in Writing and Literature. Admission to the Seminars is based on the quality of original work submitted with the application and a two-or three-page essay discussing the applicant’s reading life and engagement with the literature of other writers. Normally a bachelor’s degree is required, but this requirement can be waived if the quality of work submitted warrants an exception. For more information, please visit www.bennington.edu/go/graudate/mfa-in-writing, or see the flier on file in CS 106.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The Missouri University of Science and Technology is seeking applicants for a full-time, non-tenure track position of Lecturer in English and Technical Communications beginning fall 2009. This position provides benefits and is renewable annually. Minimum requirements are a Masters or Doctorate in English, Rhetoric, or Writing. University teaching experience and demonstrated teaching success are preferred. Duties include teaching four courses per semester, including freshman composition and some literature. The position will begin August 17, 2009 and end May 31, 2010. Consideration of applications will begin on July 13, 2009, and continue until position is filled. Submit letter of application, vita and three letters of reference to Human Resources Services, Reference Number: R36939, Missouri University of Science & Technology, 300 W. 12th St., 113 Centennial Hall, Rolla, MO  65409-1050. For more information, please call 1-888-464-4218, or see the flier on file in CS 106.
****

Echoes of the Aeolian Harp
Lecturer Bob Darden reports that one of his Baylor classmates, John Lee Hancock, an English major (December, 1979) who received the law degree at Baylor (1982) has just sold a screenplay, “A Perfect World,” to Baltimore Pictures. It will star Kevin Costner and be directed by Clint Eastwood.
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