TIPS I’VE GLEANED FROM MY STUDENTS on UNDERGRADUATE ACADEMIC SUCCESS
· Take challenging courses taught by professors whose ideas make you work hard, think hard.  Engaged Learning Groups, Freshman Seminars (under FYS for Honors and FAS for university-wide) offer spectacular opportunities.
· For business students, learn about Baylor Business Fellows, a new program that might be right for you.  http://www.baylor.edu/business/undergraduate/index.php?id=44897
· Never underestimate how much fun it can be to read your catalog.  Many students say that reading their catalogs was the way they found out what courses they had to have.  But be careful:  You could end up in Goma, Congo, because the catalog courses in African Studies were irresistible…. 

· Studies show the relationship between the amount of writing for a course and the students’ level of engagement in the course is often very strong.  So write, write, write, and read, read, read!     
· Visit the Baylor Writing Center to receive expert help with a writing project.  Details at  http://www.baylor.edu/English/index.php?id=42476
· Talk to the International Programs Office about options for studying abroad.  Apply for the Goodrich Scholarship through Baylor.   http://www.baylor.edu/cie/index.php?id=1731
· Note the librarian who helps you search out the tools you need in the library.  Return to that person whenever you need to.  Baylor has librarians who care and databases to help you find the information you need. (“Google” is not the only research tool for all seasons.)

· Ask your favorite professor in your major if she needs an assistant or would help you find research opportunities. Or contact Sally Firmin in the Success Center to apply as a Supplemental Instructor for a course. List for Fall 2009 courses using SI support is here:   http://www.baylor.edu/support_programs/index.php?id=22921 
· Work with advisers to plan your summers as well as your semesters.  Research an internship program by talking to the career center or one of your favorite professors.   (Internship applications are usually due in Dec. / January.)  A good list is found at http://www.baylor.edu/scholarships/index.php?id=47779  At the summer internships link inside this website, the NSF REUs are listed!    If you are a science, engineering, or math major, check out the REUs!

· Begin soon to do your homework on professional or graduate programs so you will know what it takes to compete for the “next steps” you will take toward your dreams.  Recognize your need to take a prep-course for the LSAT or the MCAT, or the GRE if appropriate.   Build this preparation into your four-year plan, asking yourself where you should take the prep course in your sequence of semesters. Approach these added preparations the way you approach any college challenge.  For pre-law, read the pre-law tips at Baylor's Law School website and study options listed at http://www.baylor.edu/prelaw/
·   Never underestimate the importance of a transcript that shows you are “one smart cookie.”
· A new website http://www.baylor.edu/research/ursa/  is filled with news about ways to become engaged in undergraduate research.
· Contact the Dean’s office for your major if you have a question that you cannot answer or an academic concern that needs to be addressed.  The CASA offices in the College of A & S are also eager to help you.   Call 254 710 3361 for help or go to http://www.baylor.edu/artsandsciences/casa/index.php?id=59911. 
Extremely successful students take advantage of an important “value-added” aspect of Baylor:  the opportunity to establish special relationships with key professors in their fields of interest.  These profs will give you academic advice and direct you to the resource people you need to meet or books you need to read.  Of course, you should always be respectful of people’s time; most professors are exceedingly busy.  Still, almost everyone at Baylor is welcoming when you come by to ask follow-up questions after class.  From those conversations, many professors will help you maximize your time at the university.  In some cases, students and professors develop life-long friendships.   
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· Take advantage of a world of help offered through the Paul Foster Success Center (in Sid Richardson).  http://www.baylor.edu/successcenter/  There is career counseling, tutoring, study rooms, the Office of Access and Learning Accommodation, (OALA) and a friendly and highly trained staff—plus much more!
· Look over the list of academic and social clubs available at Baylor. Ask yourself, “Is being in a club right for me?”  If so, get involved!  For example, Baylor Student Nutrition Association (BSNA) will introduce vocational information, internships, and opportunities for its majors.  What about serving in Student Congress, Baylor Ambassadors, or on the Model United Nations team? (MUN won top honors in competition with 200 schools at the MUN conference in New York City in April).  Baylor Students for Social Justice is currently working on two projects:  a living wage campaign on campus and raising awareness about Darfur, Sudan.  Another organization to consider was chartered on campus last year:   the International Justice Mission http://www.baylor.edu/leadership/index.php?id=58565
· Participate in an established community:  Join a choir or an ensemble.  Contact Dr. Georgia Green in the School of Music for details.  
· Take a tour of some of our amazing facilities and beautiful buildings on campus, such as Armstrong Browning Library, Truett Seminary, Athletic Fields, Brooks College, the Mayborn Museum, and/or Baylor Law School.
· Pick one afternoon a week or a month to volunteer at an agency that needs you—and stay with it for two or three years so that your record shows you have a depth of experience and credibility as a volunteer.
· The New York Times is free in many campus buildings.  Listen to National Public Radio while you are getting ready to go to class.   Extend your understanding of the world.  
· Become acquainted with Waco and its environs.  Students come to love aspects of this city, which has a vibrant downtown area, fun local  restaurants, Cameron Park,  the Zoo, and Lake Waco recreational activities.  Many students find local churches within which they become vibrant members and invest themselves in social services through programs such as Mission Waco, Habitat for Humanity, Compassion Ministries, and many other groups. 
· Figure out something that needs to be done on campus—and take first steps toward addressing the need.  One student a few years ago was concerned that Baylor did not have an undergraduate scholarly journal.  A professor shared his concern and a dean contributed funds. Voila!  The Pulse was born!  http://www.baylor.edu/pulse/splash.php  The Model Arab League, Baylor Women’s League, Model Organization of American States (MOAS) and other great organizations need you!  One of our students started a Medieval Society a few years ago that now is thriving!  
· Visit the Hunger Farm or the Waco Wetlands.  Ask someone in Environmental Studies for details.   http://www.baylor.edu/environmental_studies/index.php?id=%2016513  

· Go to Baylor’s website on national and international scholarship competitions (for Rhodes, Gates, Marshall, Truman, Soros, Rotary, and many more) at www.baylor.edu/scholarships .  Then contact the appropriate campus representative or call me (710 4176) for further help.  Consider adding an interesting second major, such as Medical Humanities, or a minor, such as Criminal Justice.  Ask about clubs in your major.  Don’t know how?  One of your professors or your Community Leader will know.   
· New major in Marketing with a nonprofit Development Track.  (Microloans course coming soon!)  Contact Stan_Madden@Baylor.edu for further information 710 6168.  

· “When is the fall job fair that might help me explore careers?”  Answer:   -HireABear Career Fair, Tues., Sept. 29, 2009, 12:30 - 4:30 p.m., Ferrell Center See the following website for details: http://www.baylor.edu/careerservices/index.php?id=3423  Career Services also will provide help with creating a resume or finding a summer job.  http://www.baylor.edu/careerservices/index.php?id=40396  Walk-in hours for resume & cover letter assistance, job search questions and more can be done from 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday - no appointment needed!   Just drop by The Success Center in Sid Richardson or call Career Services at 710 3771 for further information.  
· The Academy for Leader Development http://www.baylor.edu/leadership/ is a community within which many students focus time and energy on becoming leaders and becoming engaged in community research and in other civic responsibilities.  Founded in 2004, the program invites students to apply to become Fellows within the Academy.  Many students have felt this program is the perfect community for them and they live in the LLC devoted to this leadership program.  For  information, contact the director Ramona_Curtis@baylor.edu  or at 254  710 1294.
· “Who are your friends and what do you talk about when you are together?”  You will have opportunity at Baylor to  create a network of friends for life.   They will be the “gold” in “green and gold.”  

