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AMERIGA UNDER ATTACK
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A victim of Tuesday's attack on the World Trade Center is treated on the street. New Yorkers with medical experience volunteered to help with treating the victims of the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center.

‘The whole thing came down like a glass house’
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Some vignettes from a day
of agony:

Shortly after the first
explosion, an elevator opened
at One World Trade Center. A
man stood inside, engulfed in
flames.

Kenny Johannemann, a jan-
itor, said he and a second per-
son grabbed the man, put the
fire out, and dragged him
outside. Then Johannemann
heard a second explosion —
and saw people jumping from
the upper floors of the 110-
story Twin Towers.

“It was horrendous; I can’t
describe it,” Johannemann

said as he stood, shell-
shocked.

Q
Jerome Giddings of

Irvington, N.J., was doing
some surveying work at
Newark International
Airport when he saw one of
the towers collapse about 10
miles away.

“I was looking through the
instrument at the smoke
coming from the buildings,
and all of a sudden one of
them was gone. It just wasn’t
there,” Giddings said.

Q

It almost seemed like a
stream of refugees. Pentagon
employees walked several
miles down a closed highway,
next to the graves of
Arlington National Cemetery,
looking for a way to get
home. Many of those walking
through the Iwo Jima
Memorial and next to the
cemetery were trying unsuc-
cessfully to call friends and
family on jammed cell phone
lines.

The workers described the
same scene: a deafening blast
that shook the building.
Those who could glimpse out-
side saw a huge fireball.

Terry Yonkers, a civilian
with the Air Force, was in the
building at the time of the
attack.

“All we heard was a huge
blast. The whole building
shook,” Yonkers said.

Q

Clemant Lewin, a banker
who works across street from
the World Trade Center tow-
ers, said that after the initial
explosion, he looked out the
window and saw people jump-
ing from the building from as
high as the 80th floor, includ-
ing a man and a woman hold-
ing hands as they fell.

“I'm traumatized for life,”
Lewin said. “Someone needs
to take responsibility for this.
This was somebody’s father,
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Firemen carry an injured fellow fireman from the World Trade Center area
after the building collapsed on Tuesday.

this was somebody’s sister,
somebody’'s mother. We
should have seen this com-
ing. I'm disgusted.”

Q

Clayton Hill, 23, who works
for an Internet company, was
ordered out of a Manhattan
subway just after the first
plane hit the World Trade
Center. .

He joined a crowd of hun-
dreds looking up at the gap-
ing hole, then saw bodies
tumbling out, one after the
other.

“Everyone would just let
out a gasp” as each victim
fell, Hill said..

Then the tower collapsed
and the crowd panicked.

“People started running
like crazy,” he said. “I was
running and looking back. It
was insane.”

a

Joan Feldman, an employee
of Keefe, Bruyette & Woods
in the second tower, said the
evacuation was orderly after
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A firefighter pauses on a bench as he works in lower Manhattan at the
scene of the World Trade Center terrorist attack.

the first plane hit the other
building.

She walked down from 88th
floor to 78th, then took an ele-
vator down from there.

“We had just gotten out the
door when the second plane
hit,” she told WABC-TV.
“There were a lot of police in
the lobby level and they were
directing people out.”

“I was with a co-worker
who was not able to move
very quickly. I ran into the
street and pushed her under
a car because there was
falling debris.”

Q

The Rev. Distefano Simeon,
the pastor of St. Anthony’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Greenwich Village, stood on a
corner watching the passing
crowd with amazement,

“Which way to the Brooklyn
Bridge?” asked a woman.

“That way,” Simeon said.
“But it's a long way. You've
got a lot of walking to do.”

Q

In Brooklyn, Hasidic Jews
from a local synagogue stood
in the burning sun in black
garb, handing out cups of
water to tired refugees com-
ing over the Williamsburg
Bridge. One man gave out
free Italian ice.

a

Frank Salumn said he
injured his knee when he
grabbed a little girl and
jumped onto a tugboat to get
out of New York. His pants
were ripped and he had an ice
pack on his knee as he sat at
Newark, N.J.’s Penn Station.

He was on the promenade
outside the World Trade
Center when he saw the sec-
ond airplane crash.

“The whole thing came
down like a glass house,” said
Salumn, 36, of grooklyn.

Robert James, 43, manager
of a Modell’s: sports store
near the Trade Center, was in
the basement when he heard
the explosion, then emerged
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A New York City police car is buried under rubble following the collapse of
the World Trade Center on Tuesday.

to see at least five bodies fall
from the skyscraper.

“They looked like rag
dolls,” he said. “It was like
the kind of thing you see in
movies.”

He was nearby for the 1993
Trade Center bombing,
James said, adding, “I don’t
think I'll work down here
anymore.”

Q

Many workers from lower
Manhattan were taken across
the Hudson River on ferries
and stranded in New Jersey.
Their cell phones went dead,
so they lined up at pay
phones hoping to get rides
home.

Ann Ventra, of Staten
Island, used a pay phone to
call a relative.

“T have no money; I don’t

even have a quarter,” she
said on the phone.
From her office in

Manhattan, she said she saw
people on fire jumping from
the towers.

“Seven, 10 people JumpmU
out of the building. I think I'm
just in shock,” Ventra said.

a

Along Fifth Avenue, people
clustered outside their office
buildings, some because the
offices had been closed, some
just to talk about the tragedy
with others.

Alicia Pieto, a book editor,
said the TV pictures “made
me fear for my life. How do
we know this building isn’t
next? I wish we had one of
those tornado cellars.”

a

Residents far away from
New York City listened to
radios, watched TV and made
calls on cell phones to loved
ones. It was the talk of eleva-
tors, bank lines, street cor-
ners and restaurants.

In West Virginia, fear about
terrorism was real.

“If it made people in small
towns afraid to go to work in
the morning, I think they
really accomplished some-
thing in their minds, proba-
bly,” Russell Kitchen, a leg-
islative staffer at the state
Capitol, said during a manda-
tory evacuation there.

“If somebody in West
Virginia can be afraid to get
up in the morning, I think
they feel like they've accom-
plished something.”

Q

At Antoine’s, the 161-year-
old restaurant in New
Orleans’ French Quarter,
waiters stood by empty
tables. Along Bourbon Street,
where strangers usually
begin partying early and bars
stay open 24 hours, drivers
delivering beer and liquor to
the jazz clubs and strip joints
listened to radios, while
workers inside clustered
around televisions.

“We’re open, but there’s no
business,” said Paul Greco,
manager of Antoine’s. “I
think everyone is in shock.
It’s incredible.”

QOutside the Hyatt Hotel in
the Central Business
District, where cabs usually
pull in one after the other to
take people to the airport, all
was quiet. Christus
Fernando, who came to this
country about a vear ago
from Sri Lanka, was driving
the cab in the line.

“The same thing is happen-
ing in my country,” he said.
“Two months ago they
attacked about 13 flights. ...
This kind of thing is not new.
That’s why I am here.”

“We better pray for peace.
That’s the only thing remain-
ing to us,” he said.



