Music Library Association Annual Conference, Chicago, Feb. 15th-21st 

NOTES

Plenary Session: Music in Chicago
· This session was a nice overview of music in Chicago concerning, blues, jazz, folk music, house music, and gospel.  

· Robert Acker, the speaker on blues and gospel, focused most of his presentation on blues.  He did not point out any new information when he covered gospel.

· Charles Matlock, speaker on house music, was probably the most informative for me since I did not know very much about this genre.  I did not realize that house music came out of disco, and became very popular over in Europe and other places globally.  It did not catch on as much in the U.S.  It is considered dance music, and is going strong today in the major metropolitan cities of the U.S.
Chicago’s “Great Black Music”: The Association for the Advancement of Creative Musicians (AACM)

· The session was a panel of AACM members and a moderator who asked them questions.  

· The history behind the AACM was the conglomeration of Chicago black musicians who wanted to play music of their own and to support that endeavor rather than playing what was told of them.

· We were told about the founders of the organization; their ideals for the group; and their hope for the future.

· Two of the members also gave a small concert of the type of music they play and represent.

· I found that improvisation was probably the most important musical trait one can learn and this was taught and demonstrated by one of the panelists.

Plenary Session: Copyright, Is there a chance for change?

· The first presenter, Tom Brooks from ARSC, gave an optimistic view of a chance for change in the copyright law concerning sound recordings.  ARSC and AES have joined efforts to lobby in Washington, D.C. to change the copyright law to include recordings before 1972 and revisions to digital preservation exceptions.

· The second presenter, Peter Hirtle, discussed Orphan Works and the failed Orphan Works bill.  He was not so optimistic about changes happening to the copyright legislation because of who was hired by the Obama Cabinet, and also the fact that changes to copyright is a low priority right now for the House and Senate.

· The third presenter, Maureen Whalen, is copyright lawyer (30 years).  She was blunt with the audience in terms of what to expect from institution’s General Counsel in terms of digitization projects that have copyright issues, and how to approach General Counsel when seeking approval to digitize items that have copyright issues.  She said know everything and give a reason for each of the 4 fair use factors when making your argument to digitize something that has copyright.

· The main emphasis with all three was focus on risk assessment rather than no risk at all when reviewing digitization projects that have copyright.

RDA in Practice: Getting Ready for Implementation

· For this session there were several speakers who spoke on different aspects of RDA and its equivalent in AACR2.  There was talk on genre/form headings, expressions like vocal score, abbreviations, punctuation, etc.  There was a lot of information covered in a small window of time.  Basically RDA will be coming out with an online version in June of 2009, and will have a select few who will be practicing RDA to give feedback later on this year into 2010.  RDA is still complicated and not easily translatable from AACR2.  RDA is not intuitive in use at all, and besides that no one knows where to go to see its equivalent from AACR2 (Ex. ACCR2 – 9.2B (Chapter 9, section 2, section B) to RDA – 6.3.2.14).  Let’s just say that RDA will not be implemented in full any time soon.
Virtual Collaboration with Real Life Results: Using Virtual Collaborative Tools to Strengthen Your Staff and Service

· Sha Towers presented the first part of this presentation on using Blackboard and Wiki’s to bring more unity amongst full-time staff and student workers.  Blackboard is used to post guidelines, procedures, and reviews of music ref books, among other items.

· Wikis are also used and one is the responsibility of the student workers where they post hints on how to do something, things that occurred during their shift, anything that might be relevant to all student workers.

· This online community has been very successful in terms of providing a connection throughout the hierarchal structure from music librarian down to the student workers in getting to know a little about everyone and providing a service all can use.
Poster Sessions

· There were many poster sessions this year, but none on digital projects or metadata.  They were on other aspects of music libraries: discographies, curriculums, viewpoints on original cataloging, fundraising, interlibrary loan, etc.
