
By Brittany Hardy
Staff writer

Waco police officers respond-
ed to a call reporting the sound 
of a gunshot at 5 p.m. Friday, 
coming four blocks from the 
Baylor campus at 2107 South 
7th Street, according to a press 
release. 

Inside the residence, while 
the victims were playing pool, 
two men entered and attempted 
to rob the victims. One of the 
attempted robbers was struck 
with a cue stick. One of the vic-
tims was shot once in the leg. 

The robbers, according to the 
press release, are black males in 
their early 20s, who fled north 
from the scene in a brown, four-
door car, possibly a Buick.

One of the victims recently 
moved from the location and 
periodically returns to move 
remaining possessions, accord-
ing to the press release. The 
victims drove from the house to 
the Texaco Food Mart on South 
12th and LaSalle Avenue to get 
help for the wounded man. 

The manager of the Texaco 
Food Mart, Bhavesh Patel, said 
a man came in and asked to 
use the phone to call 911. Patel 
placed the call and gave  the man 
a T-shirt from the store to wrap 
the wound and try to clot the 
blood of the other victim, who 
waited in the truck. The men 
tried to pay for the merchan-
dise, but Patel said he declined 
payment. 

Ten minutes afterward, Patel 
said police and an ambulance 
arrived. He said officers stayed 
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Internships suffering with economy
By Ashley Corinne Killough
Staff writer

It’s that time of year — when 
students tweak their resumes 
and mail applications by the 
dozens, all in hopes of landing 
that perfect summer internship.

But with companies laying 
off employees by the thousands, 
paid internships often become 
the first victims of the cost-cut-
ting axe.

Dr. John Boyd, director of 

Career Services, said he hasn’t 
seen internship markets this 
tough in a long time. 

“And I think we’re going to 
see this trend continue through-
out the year,” Boyd said. “Texas 
has been somewhat insulated, 
but that insulation is wearing 
thin.”

Boyd points to the decline in 
the number of companies regis-
tered for Baylor’s Feb. 18 intern-
ship/job fair, which will have 
around 60 companies, compared 

to last year, which had 125.  
“A lot of companies have 

backed off. They’re uncertain. 
There’s a great concern as to 
what is going to happen in the 
short term,” Boyd said.

Several financial companies, 
consulting firms and banks will 
be among the missing at the 
upcoming career fair. 

Walgreens Company, the 
nation’s top intern employer, 
hired an estimated 7,350 interns 
in 2008, down from nearly 

8,000 interns in 2007, accord-
ing to CollegeGrad.com. On the 
other hand, the number of the 
company’s entry-level positions 
increased by about 600 in the 
same time period. 

Coming in at second with 
the most interns, Pricewater-
houseCoopers selected approxi-
mately 2,550 applicants, com-
pared to 2,676 in 2007. 

Boyd said that while some in 
the business sector are limiting 
internship offers, the engineer-

ing, science and technology 
fields remain the strongest. He 
also credited the accounting 
industry as one that’s remaining 
relatively stable. 

“But even the big four account-
ing firms are laying people off,” 
Boyd said. “These are tough 
times, and, personally, I don’t 
think, right now, we’re able to 
see the end of it.”

Don’t get discouraged, 

Shanna Taylor/Lariat Staff

Naperville, Ill., senior Jip Hubbard sports a bear suit in support of the Baylor men’s basketball team, as he 
cheers them on during the game against Kansas in the Ferrell Center Monday night. 

‘Sic’ it to them

Tax team takes 
first place at 
national event  

By Hayley Hibbert
Reporter

Hankamer’s student account-
ing team won the  2008-09 
National Champion title at 
the PricewaterhouseCoopers 
annual xTREME Games tax and 
accounting competition Friday 
in Washington, D.C. 

“Nobody at Baylor has ever 
won this award before.  The stu-
dents at the other schools are 
so smart and worked as hard as 
we did, but our team had good 
effort and synergy, and that put 
us ahead of the game,” said San 
Antonio junior Tristan Vick, 
a member of the Baylor xTAX 
team. “It was great hearing 
our names announced as this 
year’s winners. We prepared for 
months, flew all the way out to 
D.C. to present our case, and it 
would have been disheartening 
to fly home without a victory.”

Along with Vick, the winning 
team included sophomores Jus-
tin Bexley, of San Antonio and 
Kathryn Mothershead, of Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., and graduate 
Master’s of Taxation students 
Abby Haston and Brinn Ser-
banic. 

Other finalists competing 
for this year’s title were Bentley 
University, Brigham Young Uni-
versity, the University of Texas 
at Austin and the University of 
Wisconsin.

Pr icewaterhouseCoopers 
launched its xTREME pro-
gram in 2002 to help increase 

students’ exposure to profes-
sional services and the world 
of public accounting. Since 
then, the games have grown 
substantially, with more than 
85 schools participating and 
more than 2,000 teams com-
prised of 10,000 participants, 
with $1 million in prize money. 
More than 400 teams from 41 
schools competed in this year’s 
competition.

When the teams arrived at 
the Mandarin Oriental hotel in 
Washington Thursday evening, 
each team captain was respon-
sible for determining the order 
for the next morning’s pre-
sentation by random drawing. 
Baylor’s team presented second 
on Friday in front of a panel of 
judges. 

In addition to being a com-
petition among the top five 
schools, this year’s competition 
involved a rivalry between Bay-
lor’s coach Dr. Brett Wilkinson 
and Bentley University coach 
Tracy Noga, who both attend-
ed Texas Tech University, said 
Vick. The judges told the stu-
dents that this year’s competi-
tion was the closest they had 
ever witnessed.  

Vick said it was a good feel-
ing to know that the Baylor 
team edged out another team 
for the title of National Cham-
pion, even if the victory was 
only marginal.

Rick Staan, director of Tax 

Courtesy photo

Baylor’s xTAX team won the national title at PricewaterhouseCoopers annual 
xTREME Games Tax and Accounting competition Friday in Washington, D.C. 
From left to right: San Antonio sophomore Justin Bexley, Cape Girardeau, 
Mo. sophomore Kathryn Mothershead, Mineol graduate student Abby Haston, 
Salado graduate student Brinn Serbanic and San Antonio junior Tristan Vick.

Senate confirms Eric Holder as first black attorney general 
By Larry Margasak
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON – Eric Holder 
won Senate confirmation Mon-
day as the nation’s first African-
American attorney general, after 
supporters from both parties 
touted his dream resume and 
easily overcame Republican con-

cerns over his commitment to 
fight terrorism and his unwill-
ingness to back the right to keep 
and bear arms.

The vote was 75-21, with all 
the opposition coming from 
Republicans.

Holder’s chief supporter, 
Sen. Patrick Leahy, said the con-
firmation was a fulfillment of 

civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King’s dream that everyone 
would be judged by the content 
of their character.

“Come on the right side 
of history,” said Leahy, D-Vt., 
chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Holder becomes the only 
black in the Obama administra-

tion in what has traditionally 
been known as the president’s 
Cabinet. 

Three other African-Ameri-
cans have been chosen for top 
administration positions that 
hold the same rank.

Holder was a federal prosecu-
tor, judge and the No. 2 Justice 
Department official in the Clin-

ton administration. Even his 
critics agreed that Holder was 
well-qualified, but they ques-
tioned his positions and inde-
pendence.

The debate turned partisan in 
its first moments, when Leahy, 
expressed anger that a few 
Republicans demanded a pledge 
from Holder that he wouldn’t 

prosecute intelligence agents 
who participated in harsh inter-
rogations.

Leahy singled out Texas 
Republican John Cornyn as one 
who wanted to “turn a blind 
eye to possible lawbreaking 
before investigating whether it 

Please see TAX, page 9

Catholic group gains campus charter
By Brittany McNamara
Reporter

Baylor’s Catholic Student 
Association (CSA) was char-
tered Nov. 21, as the first non-
Baptist religious organization 
to be recognized as a Baylor 
Student Organization.   

“I’m so excited to get start-
ed. This is a whole new ball 
game, and I’m just anxious to 
figure out all that we can do,” 
said Austin sophomore and 

vice president of CSA Elizabeth 
George.

Baylor’s all-Baptist Board 
of Regents revised the univer-
sity policy for religious orga-
nizations in August. 

Vice president for Student 
Life, Martha Scott, stated that 
student body presidents have 
continiously been trying to 
bring the heeds of students 
before the regents.

“This discussion has exist-
ed as long as I can remember,” 
Scott said. “There has consis-

tently been a desire for stu-
dents to be able to gather with 

like minds, whether it be, reli-
gious, political or professional 
minds.”

In the early 1990’s, Baylor 
required all organizations to 
acknowledge the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s, “Baptist 
Faith and Message.”

“This put students in the 
awkward situation of compro-
mising their beliefs,” Scott said. 
“It was not a good fit.”

The policy now states that 
religious organizations of 
other Christian denominations 
can be chartered and granted     

Please see INTERN, page 9

Please see CHARTER, page 9

1. Walgreen Company
2. PricewaterhouseCoopers

3. KPMG
4. General Electric

5. Deloitte & Touche USA LLP
6. Ernst & Young

7. Target
8. Enterprise Rent - A - Car

9. Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network

10.Intel

Top Intern Employers for 
2008

DID YOU KNOW...

1,945  Baylor students 
identify themselves as Catholic?

Source: Baylor University 2008 Fall Facts 

Please see HOLDER, page 9

Please see CRIME, page 9

Robbers 
strike 

close to 
campus

Source: collegegrad.com

Tax team takes Robbers 



Ralph Waldo Emerson once said 
that there is a law of nature about 
happiness, freedom and peace of 
mind — the three things humans crave 
most. He said they are received sole-
ly by giving them to someone else. 
In America’s current situation, the 
exchange of these cravings is nearly 
non-existent.

As I was traveling over Christmas 
break through-
out New York 
City I was 
confronted by  
unique North-
ern hospitality. 
I went a few 
days without 
noticing the 
contrast between the North and the 
South. But I finally stumbled upon 
the impolite society and was taken 
aback. I wasn’t in Texas anymore; 
people didn’t care if you held a door 
or thanked someone for a service. 
Northerners acted as though those 
that were serving others were invis-
ible. As if to say, “That is what they are 
paid to do? Why thank them?”

I didn’t want to pass up this time 
in the North to truly examine why 
the boorish etiquette existed. I finally 
encountered a man in a subway train 
playing the bongos for a living. He 
seemed to break the mold of a New 
Yorker — he had a smile. He began 
to tell the occupants of the train that 
his short “act” was his only source 
of income for his family. Everyone in 
the train immediately tried to occupy 
themselves in order to avoid the awk-
ward, yet talented entertainer. 

That is the moment I realized I was 
in New York City at the wrong time to 
judge the kindness that surrounded 
me. It didn’t matter whether I went to 
northern Idaho or southern Missis-
sippi. Due to economic turmoil and 
financial turning points, most people 
are thinking one thing: Who has time 
to care?

Despite fiscal fretting and presi-
dential pessimism, we are still one 
group of people. Fake smiles and 
limp handshakes are separating 
political and socio-economic groups 
from embracing each other in these 
times of crises.  If all man-made stock 
markets and financial systems are fail-
ing, the one system that should stay 
strong is that of human interaction. It 
seems as though right instep with the 
failing economy, people are ceasing to 
extend a helping hand.

As self-sufficiency becomes more 
important in this day and age, char-
ity too, diminishes. According to the 
National Council of Nonprofits, foun-
dations have lost an average of 30 per-
cent of their assets due to the sink in 
the stock market. Charities are suffer-
ing just as much as families, though if 
charities suffer then multiple families 
suffer. Outrageous donations aren’t 
needed from everyone.

Arthur C. Brooks, author of “Who 
Really Cares,” says giving actually ben-
efits the economy. His reports showed 
that in America, $1 given privately 
will tend to increase gross domestic 
product by $15. He also found that 
the most generous group of people  
in America is the low-income working 
families. They give away approximate-
ly 4.5 percent of their income.

Despite the financial aspects of 
charity, I realized another truth as 
I walked away from a conversation 
with a random woman walking her 
dog. Her salutations were nice, her 
conversation wasn’t trite. She seemed 
to care. These small acts of pure kind-
ness can make someone’s world bet-
ter. It reveals the hope of humanity 
in a very basic manner. Without the 
opening of a wallet or the sacrifice of 
personal comfort everyone can still 
contribute to the well-being of our 
country in these dismal times. Smile, 
laugh, encourage — care.

Nick Dean is a freshman professional 
writing and journalism major from Tay-
lor and is a sports writer for The Baylor 
Lariat.

It’s true that knowledge is 
power. Being informed enables 
people to save lives, to move up 
in their careers and to make 
good decisions. And while the 
media aren’t the only sources 
of information, they do help 
the public understand what’s 
going on from day to day. 
Restrictions keep the media 
from being able to quickly and 
accurately disseminate infor-
mation. For this reason, infor-
mation should readily be avail-
able to the media.

Last week, Waco Indepen-
dent School District board of 
trustees proposed that only 
three people would be allowed 
to speak to the media on issues 
concerning the district. These 
people would be the board’s 
president, superintendent and 
public information officer.

Though the board believes 
this would be more profession-
al by keeping board members 
from expressing personal opin-
ions as the stance of the entire 
board, it will actually make it 
more difficult for the media 
to get information out to the 
public. If the press can only go 
through three specific people, 
it is likely that the process will 
be slowed down and the com-

munity will have to wait longer 
to receive information that they 
need. 

If members of the press 
can’t get in contact with one of 
these three people, they can’t 
get the news out at all. This is 
a problem, especially because 
the news that comes from this 
board can directly affect Waco 
children and their education.

Beyond slowing the spread 
of information, this proposal 
could affect the quality of the 
statements the press is given. 
It’s impossible for three people, 
even the three most informed 
people, to be the most quali-
fied to speak on every issue 
that arises in a school dis-
trict. If they’re not an expert 
on a particular issue, they will 
either have to give the media  
information or go look into the 
situation further, again causing 
a delay in the flow of informa-
tion. 

And anytime a spokesper-
son has time to look into a 
subject, he or she also has time 
to spin the story in a positive 
light. This can lead to some-
what inaccurate, sugar-coated 
stories that may not give the 
public a true feel of what is 
actually going on.

Having specific media con-
tacts is similar to what many 
large corporations and televi-
sion networks do when deal-
ing with the press. Many have 
just one person designated to 
speak to all of the media. But 
when stories come up that 
most media are covering, it is 
impossible for one person to 
respond to them all in a timely 
manner. 

If a big story breaks involv-
ing one of these corporations 
and it makes national news, it 
can be assumed that hundreds 
of news organizations across 
the country will be requesting 
information. For one person to 
handle this quickly and thor-
oughly is almost impossible. 

More groups around the 
country should try to make 

information more obtainable.
Though some organizations 

are making it more difficult for 
the media to receive informa-
tion, the U.S. government is 
now trying to be more trans-
parent. On President Barack 
Obama’s first day in office, 
he expanded the Freedom of 
Information Act, which had 
been restricted during the 
Bush Administration, accord-
ing to a artcile in The New York 
Times. 

The Freedom of Information 
Act is a law that requires full or 
partial disclosure of U.S. gov-
ernment documents. Former 
President George W. Bush had 
signed an order shortly after 
Sept. 11, 2001, that restricted 
access to some government 
records and allowed govern-

ment agencies more freedom 
in denying requests for infor-
mation, according to the New 
York Times article. 

Obama changed this, 
prompting agencies to opt 
for transparency rather than 
secrecy. This allows the media 
to have much more access to 
the actions of the government, 
which in turn allows them to 
divulge it to the public. The 
press can do its job by getting 
information out to the public, 
and the government can be 
held accountable to do its job. 

Allowing the media freer, 
more easily accessible informa-
tion ensures that society stays 
informed on what is going on 
around them, which helps the 
community function more 
smoothly.

A subscription to the Lariat 
costs $45 for two semesters. 
Send check or money order to 
One Bear Place #97330, Waco, 
TX, 76798-7330 or e-mail 
Lariat_ads@baylor.edu. Visa, 
Discover and MasterCard pay-
ments may be phoned to 254-
710-2662. 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009The Baylor Lariat2  OpiniOn

Limiting sources 
creates information 

flow problems

The Baylor Lariat welcomes read-
er viewpoints through letters to the 
editor and guest columns. 

Opinions expressed in the Lar-
iat are not necessarily those of the 
Baylor administration, the Baylor 
Board of Regents or the Student 
Publications Board. 

Letters to the editor should  
include the writer’s name, major, 
graduation year, phone number 
and student identification number. 
Non-student writers should include 
their address. Letters that focus on 
an issue affecting students or fac-
ulty may be considered for a guest 
column at the editor’s discretion.

All submissions become the 
property of The Baylor Lariat. The 
Lariat reserves the right to edit let-
ters for grammar, length, libel and 
style. 

Letters should be e-mailed 
to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu or 
mailed to The Baylor Lariat, One  
Bear Place #97330, Waco, TX 
76798-7330.

Opinion policy

Editorial

Newsroom:                     710-1711
Advertising:                    710-3407
Sports:                           710-6357
Entertainment:               710-7228
Editor:                            710-4099

Lariat@baylor.edu

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3X3 box contains the digits 1 through 9 with no repeats.

For today’s crossword and sudoku answers, 
visit www.baylor.edu/Lariat

THE Daily Crossword
Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 

The Baylor Lariat

ACROSS 

1 Painter’s base
6 Thread roller
11 Male offspring
14 Not from this world
15 Surpass
16 Brace number
17 1941 Bing Crosby movie
20 Give an address
21 Bancroft or Boleyn
22 Fit for farming
26 Novelist Ayn
29 Yellowish-green olivines
32 University in Waco
36 Map of lots
37 Seraglio
39 Indivisible
40 1937 Paul Muni movie (with 
“The”)
44 Actress Longoria
45 Troublesome car
46 Heroic in scope
47 Pay up
49 Supporter
52 Cereal grasses
54 Wears away
55 Dope or skinny

58 One of the Ionian Islands
61 One of Donne’s sonnets
68 Crescent
69 Van Duyn and Washbourne
70 Body’s trunk
71 Wino
72 Some golf tournaments
73 Dutch painter  
DOWN
1 Flap lips
2 Samuel’s mentor
3 Man’s title
4 Tennis grouping
5 Waiting, phone in hand
6 Divan
7 Shot on the green
8 Catchall check-box
9 Pindar work
10 High shot
11 Stupefy
12 Writer Wister
13 Durante feature
18 Dunkable treat
19 Gentlewoman
22 Cameos and pippins
23 Experience again
24 Former PLO leader

25 Quick meal
27 Adam’s second
28 Tom, Dick or Harry, e.g.
30 Us opponent
31 Where Pago Pago is
33 Circled
34 Surfing
35 Bounces back
38 Melon covering
41 Big pot of stew
42 Yard parts 
43 Japanese fighter of WWII
48 Whistle sound
50 Determine weight by lifting
51 Breaks out
53 Act division
55 Cantor and Lupino
56 Stout’s Wolfe
57 Actual event
59 Judah’s son
60 H. __ Perot
62 Ins. choice
63 Jazz style
64 Twaddle
65 Galena, e.g.
66 Wear and tear
67 Adams or Knotts

Letters to the editor

Keep 
human  

interaction 
strong

by nick dean

point of view 

The Baylor Lariat is commit-
ted to ensuring fair and accurate 
reporting and will correct errors 
of substance on Page 2. Correc-
tions can be submitted to the 
editor by sending an e-mail to 
Lariat_letters@baylor.edu or by 
calling 254-710-4099.

Undercover missions argument faulty 
This is in response to Liz Foreman’s 

column titled, “Undercover missions 
can’t justify breaking laws.” I was com-
pletely disheartened by your “Can’t we 
all just get along?” stance in regards to 
sharing the gospel in countries where it 
may be dangerous. 

Her arguments are faulty on at least 
three levels. 

First, the example of fighting against 
unjust laws. If people weren’t willing to 
fight for what is right even though it was 
against the law, then President Barack 
Obama would not be our new president, 
but he may well have been the property 
of our new president. You, Liz, would 
not have the right to vote and most likely 
if you did go on to college, your majors 
would be limited. 

Secondly, we have the example of the 
apostles. Wasn’t it dangerous for them to 
be preaching the gospel and weren’t they 
told to stop? Thank God they didn’t or 
the spread of Christianity would of been 
confined to a very small area and most 
likely would have been only a minor 
footnote in the annals of history. 

Lastly, the word of God directs us to 
go to every nation and make disciples. 
It’s hard to get around that no matter 
how it makes us feel.

Terry Mahoney
Bristol, Conn.

Frustrations with Lomers misinterpreted 
I respectfully disagree with Nick 

Dean’s column urging Baylor fans to lay 
off Bears center Josh Lomers. I believe 
Mr. Dean has misinterpreted Baylor fans’ 
feelings regarding Lomers. His assertion 
that fans harbor frustration with Lom-
ers’ play is simply unfounded. 

On the contrary, Lomers seems to be 
a fan favorite. Mr. Dean admitted he did 
not attend the basketball game versus 
Texas, therefore he wouldn’t have heard 
that some of the biggest cheers of the 
night were directed towards Lomers and 

his valuable contributions. 
On other nights, I’ve observed similar 

cheers for Lomers when he checks into 
the game. Any perceived “mocking” of 
Lomers isn’t meant to be vicious. I think 
fans make these comments because 
Lomers has endeared himself to them, 
and they care about his performance 
and growth as a player. 

I don’t think anyone expects Lomers 
to be a star. Baylor fans understand the 
importance of Lomers’ limited role, and 
by all measures, they embrace him. 

James Byers 
Business Journalism, ‘11 

Changing lives of women cannot 
be achieved through support of abortion  

I’m certain that there are many of us 
that are less enthusiastic about the repeal 
of the Mexico City Policy. Abortion is a 
tragedy that the world needs less of, 
not more. President Barack Obama, you 
promised us “hope,” “change” and a new 
“direction.” Many of us believed you, but 
we doubted that a spike in global abor-
tion rates would be a part of your foreign 
policy.

America should not be paying for 
the abortions of the world. It would 
be a cruel twist of fate that a president 
that campaigned on an anti-war plat-
form would, rather than using bullets or 
bombs to end lives, instead be funding 
the use of RU486 pill and vacuum aspi-
ration to end unborn life.

Using USAID money to fund groups 
that promote abortion only perpetuates 
age-old patriarchal tradition that sup-
ports the status of women being solely 
as objects of sexual gratification and 
does nothing to improve their lot — they 
will still be abused and suffer from the 
emotional, spiritual, and physical conse-
quences of abortion that will scar them 
for a lifetime.

And as the first black president, the 
hopes of an entire people rest upon 
you to change lives for the better. It is a 

national shame that abortion dispropor-
tionately affects African-Americans — 13 
million lost children in the past 30 years. 
The abortion industry systematically 
targets inner city populations. We can 
look to our own example at the Planned 
Parenthood clinic on Columbus Avenue 
within Waco’s inner city. And thus, bro-
ken families, cyclical poverty and high 
STD infection rates are only exacerbated 
by abortion policies that offer women no 
real choices and only more of the same-
old.

Instead of creating an aura of hostil-
ity between mothers and their children, 
could we actually support them by 
funding prenatal and maternal health-
care? Instead of promoting the use of 
abortion as a cure for poverty, we could 
fund adoption programs or fatherhood 
initiatives that promote strong families. 
Wouldn’t sending our new secretary of 
state, Hillary Clinton, to the Middle East 
to push for greater respect for women’s 
rights and combating domestic abuse be 
a great idea?

Mother Teresa once said, “The great-
est destroyer of peace today is abortion. 
Because if a mother can kill her own 
child, what is left for me to kill you and 
you kill me? There is nothing between.” 
President Obama, real change in the 
lives of women and their families cannot 
be achieved through abortion; it must 
be achieved through standing up for the 
dignity and right to life for all. That is the 
peace and change that we need.

Rachana Chhin 
International Studies, ’11 
Vice President of Bears For Life

The Baylor Lariat is owned by Baylor Uni-
versity  and overseen by the Student Publica-
tions Board. 

The entire content of The Baylor Lariat 
is protected under the Federal Copyright Act. 
Reproduction of any portion of any issue by any 
means, mechanical or otherwise, is not permit-
ted without the expressed written consent of 
Baylor University. 

Editor in chief                        Anita Pere*
City editor                   Bethany Poller*
Opinion editor                         Lynn Ngo*
News editor                     Charly Edsitty*
Entertainment editor            Kelli Boesel
Multimedia producer        Brian Martinez           
Web editor          Josh Matz
Asst. city editor                    Liz Foreman
Editorial cartoonist              Claire Taylor
Sports editor                   Brian Bateman*
Sports writers                 Joe Holloway
                             Nick Dean
Staff writers                   Sommer Ingram 
                       Ashley Killough 
                     Brittany Hardy 
Copy desk chief   Kate Thomas                                  
Copy editors                          Lori Cotton    
                                          Sarah Rafique 
Photo editor                      Shanna Taylor
Photographers                     Jacky Reyes
                                        Stephen Green                    
Advertising sales              Noelle Yaquob
                                       Denton Ramsey
    Christine Lau
                               Courtney Whitehead
Delivery                             Sean Donnelly 
    Gerad Alonso
                                         

* denotes member of editorial board



Tuesday, February 3, 2009 The Baylor Lariat 3



Tuesday, February 3, 2009The Baylor Lariat4 NEWS

Attorneys • 979.694.7000 • westwebblaw.com

GAINES WEST
Serving higher education clients
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SUMMER IN MAINE
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Meet new friends! Travel! Teach your favorite activity.
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By Lauren Hollon
Reporter

Sometimes trips abroad don’t 
quite go according to plan. The 
annual Baylor in Thailand Inter-
im Program that takes place 
over the winter break was re-
routed at the last minute due to 
upheaval in the capital city.

Protesters, angry about an 
allegedly fraudulent election, 
took over Bangkok’s interna-
tional airport at the end of 
November. 

 Former Prime Minister Thak-
sin Shinawatra was accused of 
rigging the September election 
by using his personal wealth to 
buy votes in support of his broth-
er-in-law, a virtual unknown 
named Somchai Wongsawat.

 Members of the People’s 
Alliance for Democracy political 
party demanded Wongsawat’s 
resignation. 

They took over Bangkok’s 
international airport after peace-
ful protests outside the parlia-
ment building failed to produce 
results.

The protest grounded planes, 
hitting the Thai economy hard 
at the peak of tourist season 
and stranding many tourists in 
Bangkok. 

With the Baylor in Thailand 

program set to leave on Jan.  1, 
decisions had to be made quick-
ly. On Dec. 1, when unrest was 
at its peak, Baylor’s Internation-
al Travel Committee decided not 
to send students into Bangkok. 

Kathryn Mueller, professor of 
sociology and the coordinator 
of Baylor in Thailand, said she 
scrambled for the next month, 
trying to re-plan the trip.

The trip normally includes 
visits to Thailand, Hong Kong 
and Cambodia.

“First of all, we needed to find 
a country labeled safe by the 
U.S. State Department. Vietnam 
was on the safe list, along with 
Singapore,” Mueller said, “The 
challenge was planning a mean-
ingful schedule where students 
wouldn’t be disappointed.”

In the end, students got to 
visit four countries instead of 
three. They traveled to Vietnam, 
Hong Kong, Cambodia and Sin-
gapore.

The changes  didn’t disap-
point, Mueller said, and the 
trip turned out to be a learning 
experience that filled in gaps in 
the students’ history education.

“Students told me they had 
very little understanding of the 
Vietnam War going into the trip 
– why we were there, why we 
lost, who the Viet Minh and the 

Viet Cong were,” Mueller said. “It 
was exciting for me as a teacher 
to see them getting excited and 
academically engaging in their 
assignments.” 

Lakeville, Minn., senior John 
Eisen said he was happy with 
the changes to the itinerary.

“I was really excited to see 
Singapore, as someone who’s 
interested in business,” Eisen 
said. “The professor had some 
cool connections in Thailand, 
but we got to go to four coun-
tries instead of three. Seeing 
Vietnam was amazing, consider-
ing our history with the country. 
With the additions of these two 
countries, I was almost more 
excited to go on the trip than 
when it was mainly focused on 
Thailand.”

Mueller arranged for guides 
and special lecturers to speak 
as the group traveled to major 
battle sites and memorials in 
Vietnam. 

They lectured on the Vietnam 
War – known there as the Ameri-
can War – from the Vietnamese 
perspective, while Professor 
Mueller filled in the American 
side of the story. 

The group visited the War 
Remnants Museum in Ho Chi 
Minh City.

Centennial, Colo., senior 

Emily Hinkle said she had mixed 
feelings about the museum.

“It was like all of America’s 
dirty laundry aired in one place. 
I walked out of there feeling 
incredibly ashamed,” Hinkle 
said. “But I realized we have to 
remember that the majority of 
American soldiers didn’t act that 
way, and that people on both 
sides did horrible things.”

She said she appreciated the 
new perspective she gained 
while traveling in Southeast 
Asia.

“We have an incredibly Euro-
centric view of history in Amer-
ica,” Hinkle said “In Cambodia, 
we visited the genocide museum 
and the killing fields. 

I had never learned about the 
Cambodia genocide before, but 
it was amazing to see the heal-
ing that’s going on in that coun-
try."

Students had an enjoyable 
and memorable experience 
despite the changes, Eisen said.

“There was nothing we could 
do about the trip being changed. 
Baylor did it for our safety. If 
anything, I think we actually 
got more for our money. It would 
have been cool to meet the King, 
and the royal family, but I think 
we all had a blast. It was the trip 
of a lifetime,” Eisen said.

Baylor in Thailand trip gets re-routed

Courtesy photo

Baylor professor Kathryn Mueller and students pose in front of the Tien Mu 
Pagoda in Hue, Vietnam. Students went to Vietnam during winter break after 
being re-routed away from Thailand because of riots in Bangkok. 

By Brittany Hardy
Staff writer

 
Waco ISD Educational Foun-

dation will hold the H-E-B 
Celebrity Cook Off Friday, 
where influential Wacoans will 
become chefs for the evening 
and participate in a silent auc-
tion and raffle to raise money for 
Waco public school teachers.

The event will be 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. Friday and the tickets 
were sold for $100 each. The 
tickets are not only sold out, but 
the standing room only general 
admission is also full.

The cook-off has been a proj-
ect for a Baylor Public Relations 
intern each year. 

This year, the intern is Heath-
er Sheppard, Baylor PR student. 

Sheppard has been interning 
with the Waco ISD Educational 
Foundation for 2.5 weeks. She 
said she has done some of the 
slide shows and worked on the 
program. 

“The slideshow for the intro-
duction shows pictures of all 
the sponsors and the kids the 
Waco ISD Educational Founda-
tion benefits, because the whole 
thing is to raise money for the 
kids of the Waco ISD,” Sheppard 

said.  
Some of the Waco celebrity 

chefs include coaches, restau-
rant owners, commercial real-
tors, politicians, athletes, news 
anchors, administrators, an NFL 
star, an audiologist to the stars, 
radio broadcasters, and CEOs. 

Joe Calao, former TV person-
ality, won Best Chef last year.

Each Waco celebrity, in their 
own kitchen, will individually 
cook enough food for 250 peo-
ple. They then bring the food to 
the McLennan Community Col-
lege Conference Center, where 
the dinner is held. 

The cook-off has been held 
at a different location each year, 
because every year they outgrow 
the previous location. 

This year, Waco ISD Educa-
tional Foundation is expecting 
320 people.  

The evening will include a 
live auction with 5 items: $900 
in restaurant gift cards, an 
H-E-B catered dinner with in-
home chef and celebrity waiters: 
Bruce Gietzen and Ann Harder 
(anchors for News Channel 25), 
a four-day trip for four people 
to California’s wine country 
including six wine tours, a 
sweetheart package to Salado 

which includes bed and break-
fast, a diamond heart necklace 
and flowers every month for a 
year, and an in-home wine-tast-
ing for six couples by an Austin-
area wine company, Bansi. 

There will be a reverse raf-
f le, the Central National Bank 
$10,000 Giveaway, rewarding 
the winner with $10,000 in 
H-E-B gift cards. 

Each of the participants’ 
names are drawn and removed 
from the raffle.  The remaining 
participants may still vie for 
the money. The remaining con-
testants can make deals with 
each other, choosing to divide 
the money among themselves 

or sell their tickets to someone 
who wants to buy themselves 
back in. 

“There is a lot of anticipation 
and a lot of excitement about 
this event. We did a practice 
raffle with our board members 
and they got so excited. It was 
a lot of fun,” said Traci Marlin, 
the community resource coordi-
nator of Waco ISD Educational 
Foundation and co-chair of the 
event. 

This is the organization’s first 
year to add the reverse raffle. 

Several companies bought 
tables, not for themselves, but 
for the teachers to use, making 
the Waco public school teach-
ers also eligible for the $10,000 
raffle. 

These companies are Bird-
Kultgen Ford (Waco), PBK Archi-
tects (Houston), Estes, McClure 
& Associates (Tyler), Englander 
Container & Display (Waco), 
Sanderson Farms (Waco), and 
Classic Heat & Air (Waco). 

“We used to have a golf tour-
nament every year on Columbus 
Day. Three years ago we added 
auction items, like equipment 
signed by Tiger Woods, as a 
part of the dinner with the golf-
ers. But we did not have great 

attendance, so we came up 
with an idea to get more people 
involved,” Marlin said. 

The idea was to not only invite 
well-to-do Wacoans, but to make 
them a part of the event. 

The local celebrities became 
the chefs and all the money pre-
viously used for catering went 
directly to fundraising. 

This is the third year for 
them to put on these celebrity 
dinners. 

The Waco ISD Education 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 corpora-
tion that awards money to Waco 
public school teachers and funds 
grants for the improvement of 
education in Waco. 

They have an endowment 
worth more than $2 million 
and have awarded more than 
$600,000 to Waco teachers 
since 1997. 

The Waco ISD Education 
Foundation aims to grow the 
event in the future by adding a 
red carpet component and invit-
ing even bigger celebrities, from 
outside of the city and bringing 
them in through local contacts. 

They also say they hope to 
gain the attention of the young-
er generation, because everyone 
likes prizes and food. 

Wacoans compete to benefit school teachers

“There is a lot of antici-
pation and a lot of 

excitement about this 
(raffle).”

Traci Marlin
Waco ISD community 
resource coordinator

 
BEAR BRIEFS

The deadline to submit 
papers to The Pulse Under-
graduate Journal of Baylor 
University is today. The Pulse 
is accepting papers from all 
disciplines for the Spring 2009 
print edition. Submission infor-
mation is available at http://
baylor.edu/pulse.

The 4th Annual Philosphy of  
Religion Conference Keynote 
Address will be held Feb. 5 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Arm-
strong Browning Library’s trea-
sure room. The presentation 
and reception are open to the 
public. 

To submit a bear brief, send an 
e-mail to Lariat@baylor.edu.
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Newsroom  710-1712
Sports  710-6357
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By John Rogers
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The moth-
er of the world’s longest-living 
octuplets is being deluged with 
offers for book deals, TV shows 
and other business proposals, 
but has not decided what she 
might do other than care for 
her children, her newly hired 
spokeswoman said Monday.

Hundreds of requests have 
been made since Nadya Sule-
man gave birth to six boys and 
two girls a week ago, said Joann 
Killeen, president of Killeen 
Furtney Group, a public rela-
tions company.

“She’s the most sought after 
mom in the world right now,” 
Killeen said. “Everyone wants to 
talk to her.”

But Suleman, who remained 
hospitalized with her children 
Monday at Kaiser Permanen-
te’s Bellf lower Medical Center, 
hasn’t decided what she’ll do 
next, Killeen said.

Some of the deals and 
requests for interviews involve 
offers to pay, said Killeen and 
her partner, Mike Furtney. They 
didn’t reveal the amounts being 
offered, but Killeen noted that 
raising eight babies will be 
expensive, adding that Suleman 
plans to carefully review her 
financial opportunities.

“Right now her top priority is 
to be the best mom she can be to 
all her children,” she said. “She’s 
hired us to manage all of those 
opportunities.”

Suleman, a 33-year-old single 

mother, already had six children, 
ages 2 to 7 when she gave birth 
to her octuplets on Jan. 26.

Her babies continue to grow 
stronger, the hospital said in 
a statement Monday. It wasn’t 
immediately known when the 
octuplets or their mother would 
be released from the hospital. At 
the time of the births, doctors 
said the babies would stay about 
two months.

In seven other documented 
octuplet births, at least one of 
the babies died within a week. 
The world’s first live octuplets, 
born in 1967 in Mexico City, all 
died within 14 hours.

The first set of U.S. octuplets 
was born to Nkem Chukwu of 
Texas on Dec. 20, 1998. A week 
later, the tiniest infant died of 
heart and lung failure. The sur-
viving seven siblings celebrated 
their 10th birthday in Decem-
ber.

Suleman retained the Killeen 
Furtney Group to represent her 
last Friday. Furtney said the 
company, which normally han-
dles corporate clients and crisis 
public relations, was referred to 
her by the hospital. Its clients 
include the Union Pacific Rail-
road and the California State 
Parks Department.

Suleman’s mother told The 
Associated Press last week that 
her daughter has always loved 
children and had wanted to be a 
mother since her teens.

Suleman had all 14 of her 
children through in vitro fertil-
ization, according to her moth-
er, Angela Suleman, who is car-
ing for the other six while her 
daughter is hospitalized.

Mother of octuplets 
hires spokeswoman 

to arrange new deals
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‘Marsh Madness’ protects wetlands

Seminars target fitness issues

By Sean Doerre
Reporter

The Baylor University Cen-
ter for Reservoir and Aquatic 
Systems and the City of Waco 
partnered Monday at the Baylor 
Sciences Building to hold an 
informative event on Waco’s 
Wetlands. The event was held 
in correlation with World Wet-
lands Day ceremonies held 
around the world.

“We wanted to make people 
aware that we have a local wet-
lands,” said Nora Schell, Lake 
Waco wetlands coordinator. 
“We wanted to celebrate World 
Wetlands Day and let students 
know a wetlands exists so close 
to campus.” 

At the event, Baylor students 
were able to test the toxin level 
of Waco Creek water and learn 
from several other presenta-
tions on the Waco Wetlands at 
the event. 

“We wanted to get people to 
think about things they do in 
their watershed and how that 
has effects on people down-
stream,” said Melissa Mullins, 
Baylor environmental education 

specialist. “We all have to do 
our part to keep our watershed 
where we live clean.”

Each year, a program called 
Gear Up Marsh Madness allows 
Waco ISD and LaVega ISD stu-
dents to participate in wetland 
education by taking two instruc-
tional learning field trips to the 
Lake Waco Wetlands. 

The Marsh Madness activi-
ties are designed to both help 
improve science scores on the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge 
and Skills (TAKS) test and to 
encourage students to pursue 
careers in science, according to 
the group’s Web site.

Baylor students can get 
involved working with Marsh 
Madness and help protect the 
wetlands. 

“Students can volunteer their 
time to harvest out and replant 
some of the aquatic vegetation 
that grows around here, so it is 
basically getting wet and muddy 
and doing some leg work,” Schell 
said.

Construction on the Lake 
Waco Wetland Project began 
in late August 2001 to dimin-
ish the effects of the city’s deci-
sion to raise the water level of 

Lake Waco. The change of water 
depth in the lake caused the 
loss of five acres of natural wet-
lands. However, the 180 acres of 
built wetlands were intended to 
replace the destroyed areas.   

“Wetlands help with your 
drinking water, ultimately,” 
Schell said. “The main purpose 
though of our Waco wetland is 
to serve as a wildlife habitat.” 

The Lake Waco Wetlands is 
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m to the 
public Monday through Friday 
and alternating Saturdays.

The World Wetlands Day 
event marks the date of the sign-
ing of the Convention on Wet-
lands on Feb. 2, 1971 in Ramsar, 
Iran.

However, World Wetlands 
Day was celebrated for the first 
time in 1997. 

This year’s slogan for World 
Wetlands Day was “Upstream-
Downstream: Wetlands connect 
us all,” hoping to draw attention 
to the role wetlands play in the 
environment.

From 1997 to 2008, the Con-
vention’s Web site reports that 
more than 95 countries have 
held World Wetland Day activi-
ties, lectures and seminars. 

By Trent Goldston
Reporter

College life is an existence 
dominated by study and stress, 
and often health priorities fall 
to the wayside. In efforts to 
help rejuvenate the lives of its 
students, Baylor University “B a 
healthier U week,” which starts 
tonight, will feature several 
speakers who will offer advice 
to help students improve fitness 
and eating habits.

“College students sometimes 
put their health on the back 
burner, and ten years down the 
road these (bad habits) result 
in more imminent risk factors,” 
said Dr. Darryn Willoughby, 
director of the Baylor University 
Exercise and Biochemical Nutri-
tion Laboratory.

“Being healthy shows that 
you care about yourself, and 
with good habits you increase 
not only your lifetime, but your 
ability to live well. You can do 
more things, you can be more 
energetic,” said El Paso senior, 
Val Figueroa, a peer nutrition 
educator at the McLane Student 
Life Center.

The event kicks off at 5 p.m. 
today at the Bill Daniel Student 

Center, with  Dr. Janelle Walters 
speaking about “Eating Healthy 
on a Budget.” 

“We really wanted to focus 
on the needs of college students. 
Since the economy has been 
slowing down, it becomes hard-
er to spend your money wisely, 
especially for a college student,” 
said Beaumont senior Amanda 
Beattie, who also works as a peer 
nutrition educator. 

For the first time, “B a health-
ier U week” will feature lectures 
geared specifically toward both 
men’s and women’s health.

These will take place seper-
ately at 6 p.m. Wednesday, in 
the Baines and Beckham rooms 
of the Bill Daniel Student Cen-
ter.

For female audiences, Dr. 
Jennifer Bunn, a postdoctoral 
research fellow at the Baylor 
University Mind-Body Medicine 
Research Laboratory will give 
a lecture titled, “Nutrition for 
Women and Fitness.”

She will also be giving tips 
on preparatory eating for the 
upcoming Bearathon race 
and focus on dietary tips for 
women.  

“Because men and women 
are different, there are more dif-

ferences in the dietary needs 
of each then most people real-
ize,” Figueroa said. “Regardless 
of what you may already may 
know, you will learn a lot and 
this will be a great learning 
experience.” 

In a speech tailored for men, 
Willoughby will give a lecture 
titled, “Nutrition for Men and 
Fitness,” which will cover topics 
like sports nutrition and effec-
tive supplements. 

“It’s always good to hear it 
from true experts, instead of 
some guy at the gym or a friend 
at work. There are so many work 
out plans and products that will 
do nothing more than waste 
your time and money,” Wil-
loughby said.

“Regardless of age, learning 
about health and wellness is 
important, and for college stu-
dents the most critical time to 
do that is now,” he said. 

Dr. Suzy Weems, chair of 
the department of family and 
consumer sciences, will dis-
cuss weight-loss resolutions, the 
truth about fad dieting and how 
to achieve lifetime healthy eat-
ing habits in her lecture titled, 
“New Years, New You: Sticking 
to Your Resolutions.” 
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Students visit booths publicizing information about Waco’s wetlands Monday at the Baylor Sciences Building. Students 
were able to test the toxin level of Waco Creek’s water and learn about volunteer opportunities to help with the Gear Up 
Mash Madness program which allows Waco ISD and LaVega ISD to get involved.

By Shanna Taylor
Reporter

Heaven is a garden, at least 
according to Dr. Walter Holmes. 
Then again, he is a professor of 
botany in the biology depart-
ment, and curator of Baylor’s 
herbarium, a museum exclu-
sively for plants.

Holmes is in the business of 
botanical discovery. One of his 
most recent finds, Galactia wat-
soniana, or Watson’s Milkpea, 
was hidden in a remote region of 
the Texas Hill Country in Ban-
dera County on the Love Creek 
Preserve, according to a Baylor 
statement released in January. 

This particular pea won’t 
be revolutionizing frozen food 
aisles at the local grocery store 
however. The plant has been 
listed as an endangered species, 
as fewer than 100 are known to 
exist. “Part of botany is to enu-
merate the plants of the world,” 
Holmes said.

“We need to preserve all 
these things because we don’t 
really know what we have now. 
It may turn out to have some 
kind of benefit, for agriculture, 
or maybe medicine. To be able 
to learn that, you have to know 
it exists in the first place,” he 
said. 

Holmes, who has named sev-
eral hundred plants from around 
the world, said it is quite com-
mon to discover a new plant, 
even in an area that has been 
inhabited for generations.

“We weren’t sure if it was 
new at first. We thought it might 
exist somewhere in Mexico or 
elsewhere in the southeast U.S.,” 
said Jason Singhurst, a botanist 
with the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department who was work-

ing with Holmes when he dis-
covered the plant.

“People see these things and 
they misidentify it, and then 
somebody comes out and it just 
strikes them as different. Peo-
ple are constantly finding new 
things, especially in Texas,” he 
said, citing the state’s size and 

geographic variety — from coast-
al plains to mountains — as the 
reason.

The Love Creek Preserve, 
where the new legume was first 
seen, is a pristine area owned by 
the Texas Nature Conservancy. 

“It looks like heaven. I dream 
about the place,” Holmes said. 
“There’s a little cabin there 
and it’s got the stream running 
through and it’s just full of ferns 
and beautiful f lowers of every 

description.”
Holmes and Singhurst named 

the pea after Geraldine Watson, 
a fellow botanist and conserva-
tionist.

“There are women who earn 
a name for themselves because 
of what they do and what they 
stand for, and in Texas these 
women are icons,” he said. “Ger-
aldine Watson is in that mold. 
She’s one of those fixtures of 
Texas.” 

Watson, a botanist, conserva-
tionist, artist, author and musi-
cian, was the motivating force 
behind the Big Thicket National 
Preserve in Southeast Texas. By 
naming this plant after her, Hol-
mes has given her what he feels 
to be the highest honor possible 
in botany.

Galactia watsoniana, now has 
a place among the other samples 
of Texas plant life in Baylor’s 
herbarium, which Holmes fond-
ly refers to as his giant stamp 
collection. 

“They transcend just private 
ownership,” he said of herbari-
ums. “It’s a world resource. Ours 
is a small one, but it’s growing. I 
like it, that’s why I am here.”

Holmes has had a long road 
to get here — from his Cajun 
roots in southern Louisiana to a 
career as a pilot in the Navy, to a 
tenured professorship at North-
western State University in 
Louisiana, and finally to Baylor, 
but through it all he’s kept his 
dry sense of humor and a Cajun 
undertone in his speech.

“He’s known internation-
ally for plant taxonomy, and 
has published over 100 journal 
articles and several books dur-
ing his career,” Singhurst said. “I 
think he is a hidden jewel in the 
Biology Department there.”

Botanist discovers legume

Shanna Taylor/Lariat staff

Dr. Walter Holmes, botany professor 
and curator of Baylor’s herbarium, a 
plant museum displays another one 
of his findings. He discovered the 
Galactica watsoniana, or Watson’s 
Milkpea.



By Kelli Boesel
Entertainment Editor

On paper, the pairing of 
sassy Renée Zellweger and sexy 
yet rugged, Harry Connick Jr. 
may have seemed like a good 
idea. On screen their romance 
falls flat.

Co-written by C. Jay Cox, 
who brought audiences the 
down-south charm of “Sweet 
Home Alabama,” “New In Town” 
delivers worn-out jokes and a 
lackluster plot. 

In a classic fish-out-of-water 
story, “New In Town” follows 
high-powered businesswoman 
Lucy Hill from sunny Miami to 
the bitter cold of New Ulm, a 
small town in Minnesota. 

Lucy is on the fast track to 
a vice president slot in a For-
tune 500 company when she is 
transferred to Minnesota. Her 
job — head up new production 
in a food plant and make the 
transition from real people to 
robotic arms go as smoothly as 
possible. 

Little does Lucy know that 
the small-town charm of New 
Ulm will work wonders on her 
perspective and, despite the 
cold weather, she will warm up 
to the people there. 

Helping Lucy’s transition is, 
of course, the heartthrob Ted 
Mitchell, played by Connick. 
Ted is a widower with a young 
daughter who moved to New 
Ulm for his wife’s health but 
can’t bring himself to leave after 
her death.

“New In Town” comes with 
fundamental problems right 
from the start. 

Zellweger is unbelievable as 
a hard businesswoman. This 
feeling most likely stems from 
relating her previous roles as 
Bridget Jones or Dorothy Boyd 
(“Jerry Maguire”) to Lucy. What 
emphasizes the disbelief is that 
Zellweger’s transition to the 
softer, in-love Lucy is to easy. 
Initially, Lucy has the strong 
feminist attitude of “I don’t need 
a man to be complete,” but then 

the instant Ted comes into her 
life she becomes the 1950s’ pic-
ture of feminine gender ideals. 
The underlying problem is real-
ly not Zellweger, but the writing 
of romantic comedy cliches.

Despite Zellweger’s acting 
transition into the softer side of 
Lucy, the process of that transi-
tion is unrealistic. There is no 
step-by-step process of person-
ality change. One minute she 
couldn’t be more unfeeling, and 
the next she was in love with the 
town and the people in it. It’s 
common knowledge that when 
a character needs to grow in a 
film, it can’t be an instantaneous 
process.

Other than plot f laws, the 
comedy is below average. The 
entire basis of the comedy cen-
ters on stereotypes of people 
from Minnesota. It was bril-
liant in “Fargo” but uninspired 
in “New In Town.” Every small-
town cliche is used: the women 
gossip about anything and 
everything; the men can’t be 
unglued from the TV; the min-
ute Lucy arrives she is set up 
with Ted; the northern accents 
are appalling; and Lucy, as the 
outsider, is teased and hated. 

Perhaps the greatest flaw in 
the entire film is the blatant lack 
of chemistry between Zellweger 
and Connick. Their relationship 
seemed to form out of conve-
nience rather than real pas-

sion. Connick revives his “Hope 
Floats” role with less enthusiasm 
and Zellweger acts like she has 
never fallen in love for a film. 
She is lifeless and boring. 

The slight glimmer of hope in 
the film was J.K. Simmons, who 
plays Stu Kopenhafer, the plant 
foreman and “big man” in town. 
Simmons was mildly funny but 
nowhere near the standards of 
his most recent comedic roles in 
“Burn After Reading” and “Juno.”  
Maybe “New In Town” would 
have swum a couple strokes 
before it sank if Simmons would 
have gotten a little more screen 
time. 

By definition a romantic com-
edy needs two things — comedy 
and a believable romance. “New 
In Town” didn’t deliver on either 
account. 

Grade: D- 
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How do I love thee?
 Let me count the ways -

Elisabeth Barrett Browning

�e Armstrong Browning Library
invites you to a Valentine Extravaganza

featuring the music of Dave Tanner
and a luscious gourmet dessert reception

Saturday, February 14, 2009
Armstrong Browning Library

4:00-6:00pm

Start your Valentine’s celebration with us!

Tickets: $50 per couple; $30 per individual
proceeds wi� underwrite ABL co�ection development

Order your tickets online at h�p://www.browninglibrary.org/
or call (254) 710-4968
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featuring the music of Dave Tanner
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Saturday, February 14, 2009
Armstrong Browning Library

4:00-6:00pm

Start your Valentine’s celebration with us!

Tickets: $50 per couple; $30 per individual
proceeds wi� underwrite ABL co�ection development

Order your tickets online at h�p://www.browninglibrary.org/
or call (254) 710-4968

‘New In Town’ lacks fresh 
take on worn-out storyline

Courtesy of Lionsgate

Renée Zellweger plays Lucy Hill, a higher-powered business woman who 
moves to a small town in Minnesota to head up a production plant. 

FILMREVIEW

 “New In Town”

Starring: Renée Zell-
weger, Harry Connick 

Jr.

Director: Jonas Elmer

Rating: PG

View trailer online at 
baylor.edu/lariat

Courtesy of Cirque le Masque

In a portion of the Cirque le Masque show “Carnivale,” performers are suspended by cloth in order to display the strength 
and balance of the acrobats. Cirque le Masque will be performing at 7:30 p.m. tonight at the Waco Hippodrome. 

High-flying art comes to Waco
By Caley Carmichael
Reporter

Performers of superhuman 
strength will perform feats 
of skill and daring tricks in 
tonight’s Broadway production 
Cirque le Masque.

“Carnivale,” the latest pro-
duction of Cirque le Masque, will 
be staged at 7:30 p.m. tonight at 
the Waco Hippodrome.

“I brought in Cirque because 
the European-style circus has 
never been to Waco before,” 
Hippodrome executive director 
Scott Baker said. “It’s proven to 
be a unique experience. We’ve 
had musicians, plays, concerts 
and comedy events, but a show 
like this is really different.”

“Carnivale” uses elaborate 
costumes, skilled trapeze artists 
and complex acrobats to tell the 
story of a young lover, Moira, 
who acts upon her dream to 
become a showgirl. 

“This performance touches 
every emotion. Each of the acts 
are special in a different kind 
of way,” Dennis Schussel, owner 
and creative director of the 
Cirque le Masque said.

Comedy, rhythmical move-
ments, emotion and expressive 
gymnastics are intertwined 
throughout the production. 

“Each act has its own cho-
reography and we work acting 
into the show to have a story 
line,” stage manager Mia Caress 
said. “The professionals that 
are working in the show have 
decades of experience.” 

The original cast will be per-
forming at the Waco show, with 
approximately 25 members. 

“Performers from all over the 
world come together to form 
a very eclectic and talented 
group,” Baker said.

With trapeze acts, defying 
gravity and spectacular light 
shows, “there is actually more 
going on backstage that what 
we see on stage,” Caress said. 

Caress said she strategically 
positioned people on stage to 
assist with the ropes, pulleys 
and operations of the back-
stage.

“Carnivale” has been run-
ning since the mid-1990s as a 
product of New York’s Circus 
Dance Theater. 

Despite being in production 
for over 15 years, Schussel said 
he works hard to ensure that 
ingenuity and freshness of the 

performance still 
do not run dry.

“The creativity 
of this show are 
of highest level 
that you are going 
to see,” Schussel 
said. “I aspire to 
make our shows 
exc i t i ng and 
unique.”

Fresh content 
is also brought to 
the show through 
audience partici-
pation.

“Live theater 
is different than 
telev ision and 
cinema because 
you get an imme-
diate response 
from a live audi-
ence ,” Caress 
said. “The energy 
from the audience 
is inspiring.” 

C i rq ue  l e 
Masque travels 
around the world, 
reaching  audi-
ences stretching 
as far away as 
France, Greece 
and the United 
Arab Emirates, in 
addition to per-
formances all over America.

The performance is currently 
working its way through a six-
stop tour: New York, Massachu-
setts, New Jersey, California, 
New Mexico and Idaho. 

Although Waco does not have 
the glamour and personality of 
a top-tier city, Schussel said the 
cast and crew find Waco more 
intimate and fun to perform in. 

“I like the small town feel, 
and the appreciation of the 
audience,” Schussel said. “The 
artists are very excited about 
coming to Waco. We have heard 
such great things about the city 
and the theater that we will be 
performing at there.”

This is the first time a Cirque 
le Masque show, or anything 
like it, has come to Waco. 

“When we go to a small town, 
nobody has seen anything like 
this before,” Caress said. “We 
become the talk of the town!” 

The actors on tour with the 
show make sure to stay ener-
gized and in shape on their 
travels.       

“When performers are on the 
road, they will work out. We try 
to always be at hotels that have 
work-out facilities, and we never 
oversleep,” Schussel said.

Even with the stress of travel 
and long hours Schussel still 
finds the simple pleasures in 
the show. 

“The greatest moment of the 
show is when the cast is taking 
their final bow and the audi-
ence is standing, applauding 
and yelling ‘Bravo!’” he said.

Tickets can be purchased 
from the Hippodrome box 
office (254) 752-9797 or online 
at www.wacoperformingarts.
org. 

Prices range from $28 to 
$50.

“The creativity of this 
show are of the highest 
level that you are going 

to see.”

Dennis Schussel
Owner and Creative Director 

of Cirque le Masque

During “Carnivale,” a performance by the Cirque le 
Masque, a performer does a trick called Cube Jug-
gling. The performer balances the cube, throws it in 
the air and at different times during the show other 
actors suspend from the cube.

Courtesy of Cirque le Masque
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(Above) San Clemente, Calif., senior, Josh Lyons 
cheers for the Bears Monday.

Fans unite 
to white-out
Jayhawks

(Left) Bruiser, the Baylor Bear Mascot dances during a 
time-out in the first half against Kansas.

(Far left) Baylor fans white-out the Ferrell Center Mon-
day.

Photos by Shanna Taylor/Lariat Staff

Baylor fans cheered Monday at the Ferrell Center 
to support the Bears in their game against the Kansas 
Jayhawks. The Bears lost 75-65.

More than 9000 people attended the game. White 
T-shirts were placed in every seat at Sunday and Mon-
day’s game.

The game is the second of two Baylor appearances 
on ESPN’s “Big Monday” college action.



By Joe Holloway
Sports writer

Great defense has always 
been a hallmark of the Baylor 
Lady Bears since Kim Mulkey 
grabbed the reins. This season 
hasn’t been any different. 

The Lady Bears rank No. 
4 in the conference in scoring 
defense, allowing an average of 
only 55 points per game. Last 
week, they held a No. 2-ranked 
University of Oklahoma team 
that averages 80.3 points per 
game to 56. 

Sunday, they limited No. 16 
University of Texas, a team that 
scores 74.3 points per game, to 
58.

Generally when the Lady 
Bears are able to keep their 
opponents scoring in the 50s, 
wins follow. This was not the 
case, however, against the Soon-
ers and the Longhorns, due 
more to a lack of offense on Bay-
lor’s part than to anything spec-
tacular done by Oklahoma or 
Texas, according to head coach 
Kim Mulkey.

“Our team is struggling right 
now to find offense,” Mulkey 
said after Sunday night’s 58-55 
loss to Texas. “It has nothing to 
do with Texas. We’re just not 
shooting the ball good. We’re 
not making lay-ups. We’re rush-
ing shots. It’s us. It’s about Baylor 
right now.”

Senior guard Jhasmin Player 
said that she didn’t think there 
was anything her coach could 
do to get the team out of its 
offensive slump, citing individ-
ual mentality as something that 
needs to change.

Mulkey said that, while she 
would love to take the blame 
away from the players, there’s 
only so much she can do.

“You always want to protect 
your players and I will always 
do that, but sometimes I can’t do 
that when the visible eye allows 
you to go ‘that’s a missed lay-up. 
That’s a missed free throw,’” she 
said. “I can’t come in here and 
sugarcoat it.”

It’s a situation the Baylor 
coach called “frustrating.” 

At the same time she insisted 
that she was sure it would get bet-
ter, saying that she didn’t have 
any plans for drastic changes to 

the offense.
“You don’t change anything,” 

she said. “You keep giving them 
the looks that you’re giving them. 
They’re getting great looks. You 
just keep plugging away. The 
ship is not upside down. It’s not 
sinking. It’s not any of those 
things. We now have expecta-
tions that are as high as they 
come and I like that, our players 
like that, and that’s where the 
disappointment comes in.”

But while the ship may be 
fine, that doesn’t mean Mulkey 
can’t change a few sails on it if it 
could help jump-start the team’s 
ailing offense. 

After the Texas game, she 
said that she would start fresh-

man Ashley Field at post along-
side junior Danielle Wilson. 

At Monday’s press conference 
she reiterated that intention and 
added that she will also try to 
give sophomore Arkansas trans-
fer Whitney Zachariason some 
playing time.

“You try to stay honest and 
yet as positive as you can with 
them and that’s what we’ll do. 
I’m a believer that you stay 
with certain seniors and kids 
who have earned the right to 
work their way through things 
but there comes a time when 
you give someone else a shot,” 
Mulkey said. “Let those kids in 
there and see if they can score 
some.”

By Brian Bateman
Sports editor

University of Kansas fans 
showed up en masse Monday 
at the Ferrell Center, cancelling 
Baylor’s plan for a “white-out” 
and a chance for a Baylor win.

The out-of-staters chanted 
“Rock, Chalk, Jayhawk” for the 
rock-solid front court, which 
decimated Baylor in a 75-65 vic-
tory.

 The Jayhawks (18-4, 7-0) had 
42 points in the paint, compared 
with 20 from Baylor (15-7, 3-5). 
Four of those came in the final 
three minutes, when the game 
was already decided.

“Our guys just played bet-
ter than they did,” Kansas head 
coach Bill Self said.

For the fourth time in as 
many games, senior guard Cur-
tis Jerrells proved to be the cen-
ter of the defense’s plans. His 
four points, which is 12.8 below 
his average for the year, all came 
from the free-throw line.

Baylor did hit eight 3-point-
ers, but missed several key free-
throws when Kansas pulled out 
an 17-13 run in the final six 
minutes.

Henry Dugat sparked the 
Bears’ hitting 4-of-6 from the 
field, including two 3-pointers.  
He would lead Baylor scorers, 
along with senior forward Kevin 
Rogers.

Baylor had the lead for the 
majority of the first half, but 
Kansas’ junior guard Sherron 
Collins lobbed the ball over 
Baylor freshman forward Quin-
cy Acy’s reach at the buzzer for 
a 30-28 halftime lead. 

”Sherron (Collins) was fabu-
lous,” Self said. “To have played 
(39) minutes and guard like he 
guarded and still yet control the 
entire game like he did in the 
second half ... I thought that was 
one of his better games.”

Collins was just 5-of-13 from 
the field, but led all scorers with 
17 points, 7-of-8 from the free-
throw line.

From there, the Jayhawks 
never lost the lead.

Kansas benefited from 16 
Baylor turnovers, but the Jay-
hawks had 15 of their own. 
However, the Bears didn’t capi-
talize on them. Kansas did.

Kansas opened the second 
half with a 13-5 run, thanks to 
two quick turnovers by the Bears 
and freshman forward Marcus 
Morris’ four straight buckets. 
That extended the Jayhawk lead 
to 10 with just four minutes off 
the clock.

“I think that if we came out 
with the same intensity in the 
second half, it would have been 
a different game,” senior guard 
Henry Dugat said.

Baylor wasn’t finished, how-
ever. Kansas sophomore center 
Cole Aldrich found his way to 
the bench when he picked up 
his fourth foul with 8:16 left in 
the game.

With the big man out of the 
picture, Baylor then went to its 
four-guard offense.

“Anytime you can get a team’s 
best interior player on the bench 
with four fouls, you always want 
to try and attack them inside,” 
said Rogers, a South Oak Cliff 
native.

Down 11, the Bears turned 
their offense inside-out, hitting 
three 3-pointers and drawing 
contact on another shot.

From there, the Bears pro-
ceeded to cut the lead to three 
before the turnover bug bit 
Baylor again. Kansas then 
returned the lead to 11.

“We spread it out and we 
drove it,” Kansas head coach 
Bill Self said. “We got the ball to 
the rim. If there’s anything that 
we did better offensively it was 
the way we drove in the second 
half.”

Junior center Josh Lom-
ers earned his stripes in the 
first, controlling three timely 
rebounds, adding an assist and 
keeping Kansas’ potent guards 
out of the lane, all in 10 minutes 
of time on the floor.

With the loss, Baylor drops to 
eighth in the Big 12 Conference, 
three below the expected cut-off 
for the NCAA tournament. Kan-
sas remains unbeaten in confer-
ence play and will tie the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma for first place, 
which led the Jayhawks by a half 
game going into Monday.

Baylor returns to the road, 
Saturday to play Texas Tech 
(11-10, 1-5) in Lubbock. Kansas 
will play host to Oklahoma State 
University (13-7, 2-4) Saturday.
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DuplexesDuplexes

Best Deal 
on Campus
Free Digital 
Cable and 

Internet

The best deal on the Baylor campus 
with rent rates of $395 per bedroom 

which includes free Time Warner
 digital cable and internet.

For Leasing Information call 

753-5355

•  4 Bedrooms
•  4 Baths
•  4 Large walk-in Closets
•  Large tiled Living Room/Dining Room
•  Fully Loaded Kitchen and Laundry Room
•  Security System
•  Ceiling fans
•  Free digital cable and internet

2406 S. University Parks Drive
2 blocks from Ferrell Center

Easy access to campus

HOUSING

CLASSIFIED                     CALL TODAY! (254) 710-3407     

See the benefits of placing 
your Classified Advertise-
ment in the Baylor Lariat 
Newspaper. Call us Today! 

(254) 710-3407

New Brick Duplexes on Bagby, 
4 BR, 2 BA; $1100.00 per 
month 1-254-749-2067WALK TO CLASS!  Sign before 

2/28/09 and get 1/2 off your 
Summer 2009 rent!  1 BR 
and2 BR units available!  Cy-
press Point Apartments, Knotty 
Pine Apartments, and Drift-
wood Apartments. Rent start-
ing at $350. Call 754-4834.

Large one bedroom. Washer, 
dryer included.  $400 month.  
1924 S. 11th.  717-3981. 
Available Now.

2 BR/ 1 Bath Units -- Sign 
now and get 1/2 off your sum-
mer rent!  Cypress Point Apart

DUPLEX FOR RENT: 2 BR/ 1 
Bath, W/D in unit, Sign now and 
get 1/2 off your summer rent!  
701 Wood.  Rent: $420.  Call 
754-4834

ments, 1817 S. 7th Street.  
Rent:  $550/ month.  Call 754-
4834

For Rent: 4 bdrm. furnished 
condo, laundry room, pantry, 2 
1/2 baths. 2 blks from campus.  
New carpet/paint.  (913) 544-
6092 or (913) 484-8082.

Brand new houses still avail-
able. STUDENTS and FACULTY 
ONLY. Safe units with mature 
tenants. Call Chip@ 254-379-
0284

Houses for rent for 09/10 very 
close to campus. 3B/2B at 
$1,350 and 2B/1B at $900. 
Call Brothers Management at 
753-5355 for info.

Shanna Taylor/Lariat staff

Senior guard Curtis Jerrells (0) dribbles the ball in Monday night’s game against 
the University of Kansas Jayhawks’. The Bears lost 75-65.

White-Out erased 
by Jayhawk’s win

Men’s
doubles 

dominate
Qualifers
By Ben Powell
Reporter

Baylor men’s tennis dominat-
ed the field this past weekend at 
the Baylor Tennis Center, going 
11-1 in singles sets and 5-0 in 
doubles.

Friday, the Bears, now 3-1 
for the season, defeated No. 67 
University of Utah, 7-0, with-
out dropping a set in the first of 
two Intercollegiate Tennis Asso-
ciation National Team Indoor 
Qualifying matches. Junior 
Dominik Mueller finished first, 
f lying past Utah’s John Taylor 
6-1, 6-0. Sophomore Jordan Rux 
and freshman Julian Bley short-
ly followed, to give Baylor the 
necessary four points to secure 
the match. Junior Attila Bucko 
closed the night in a thrilling 
second-set tiebreaker, acing 
Jason Smits of Utah to finish the 
match and give the Bears the 
shutout.  

“I’m pleased with a lot of the 
things that happened this week-
end,” head coach Matt Knoll 
said, “It’s hard not to be happy 
with our doubles particularly.”

The Bears won every doubles 
match this weekend, averaging 
a 5.3 game margin of victory, 
including two shutout matches.

“I think we played the best 
doubles match I have ever played 
with Jordan,” junior Denes 
Lukacs said about his match 
with Rux versus Georgia Tech 
University, “the guys didn’t even 
have a chance to break us.”

Saturday, coach Knoll and the 
Bears took down No. 58 Georgia 
Tech 6-1 in front of a handful of 
quiet fans to secure a spot in the 
2009 ITA National Team Indoor 
Championship held by the Uni-
versity of Illinois at the Midtown 
Tennis Club in Chicago, Ill. Feb 
13-16. 

Rux blanked his opponent 
6-0, 6-0 to earn the only singles 
shutout match of the weekend. 
Mueller finished next at 6-1, 6-1.  
Georgia Tech’s Eliot Potvin hit 
a forehand error against Julian 
Bley to give Baylor the win.  
Bley finished the match at 6-2, 
6-3 and earned the fourth team 
point for the Bears in both dual 
matches this weekend.

Lukacs played an intense 
match versus Georgia Tech’s 
No. 14 ITA-ranked Guillermo 
Gomez. Lukacs, ranked No. 21 
by the ITA, dropped the first set 
four games to six before charg-
ing back to take the second set 
6-3. 

“The guy was fighting hard. 
He did a really good job of mak-
ing me work,” said Lukacs, a 
native of Eger, Hungary. “The 
second set, I wanted to jump 
back. I could break him, I felt.”

Lukacs fought a high-adren-
aline and highly contested tie 
breaker, but emerged the winner 
with a final score of 10-8.  

“Today, I really needed this 
win to be honest,” Lukacs said, “I 
really fought hard to get this ‘W’ 
because I didn’t start the season 
well, my confidence was down 
a little bit. I’m really happy I got 
the winning streak now.”

Lukacs defeated then-ranked 
No. 33 Gomez, last Fall 6-2, 6-4 
in the main draw of the ITA All-
American Tournament in Tulsa, 
Okla.

The team’s next match before 
they travel to the ITA Indoor 
Championship is against Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi 
at 2:00 p.m this Sunday at the 
Baylor Tennis Center.

“We are really excited to play 
A&M Corpus (Christi) next 
week,” coach Knoll said in pre-
pared statement, “that will be 
another great opportunity to get 
better.”

Stephen Green/Lariat staff

Baylor’s Danielle Wilson (11) goes for a lay-up against the University of Texas 
Longhorns Sunday, Feb. 1 at the Ferrell Center. The Lady Bears lost 58-55.

Lady Bears work on offense
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5th and Bagby
755-7500

A Style of Student Living
Without Equal...

In the Best Location
on Campus

Recently Renovated
  with 
   New Black Appliances

Senate confirms Eric Holder as first black attorney general 

though, Boyd said. Opportuni-
ties still exist — it’s just going to 
take some extra work. 

He recommends that stu-
dents talk with professors in 
their departments, who might 
have connections or advice on 
internships, and start perfecting 
their resumes and honing their 
speaking skills in preparation 
for the internship fair. Profes-
sional attire and demonstration 
of credibility are a must, Boyd 
said. 

“They should be on the top of 
their game plan and be prepared 
with an elevator speech on what 
they could bring to the table,” 
Boyd said. “They must come 
across as distinctively compe-
tent because the competition is 
going to be severe.”

Plainview senior Lindsay 
Collins spent hours doing 
research last year while looking 
for an internship, one that was 
required for her fashion mer-
chandising major.

“I knew I wanted to intern 
at a magazine, so I found ones 
I was interested in and worked 
really hard to find out who to get 

in touch with about internships 
because they weren’t advertised,” 
Collins said.

After sending in her resume 
and work samples, Collins flew 
to New York for an interview 
with Seventeen Magazine, after 
which she was offered her an 
internship.

“It was unpaid, but it was 
worth it because of the experi-
ence,” Collins said. “And it looks 
good on my resume.”

Despite her high-profile 
internship, Collins, who gradu-
ates in May, said she’s not having 
as much luck job-hunting.

“No one is hiring. Everyone 
is cutting jobs,” she said. “I’ve 
applied to nearly 15 companies, 
and I finally just heard back 
from one.”

Many students are experienc-
ing similar lulls as they seek out 
internships. And when supply 
falls and demand rises, the com-
petition stiffens.

Internship placement pro-
grams, third-party firms that 
match an applicant with a com-
pany, are seeing a 15 to 25 per-
cent increase in interest over a 
year ago, according to The Wall 
Street Journal. 

Programs like the University 
of Dreams and Brill Street & 

Co. find both paid and unpaid 
internships for students accord-
ing to their interests and talents 
— but for a price that could range 
in the thousands. 

“I wouldn’t rule those pro-
grams out, but I’d be very careful 
and do a lot of research,” Boyd 
said. “There are some reputable 
placement programs out there, 
but many of them are costly. 
Sometimes it’s worth the cost. 
That’s a determination each 
individual has to make.”

Fast Track Internships, a con-
sulting firm based in Highland 
Village, Texas, offers a service 
that doesn’t place students in 
internships but assists them in 
finding around 100 internships, 
mostly unadvertised, at ideal 
companies. Once a list has been 
accumulated, the firm helps pol-
ish and print internship-focused 
resumes for the student to mail. 
Each client is guaranteed an 
offer for a cost of $799 for an 
unpaid internship and $999 
for a paid one, or they get their 
money back.  

“Fast Track is really invisible 
to the companies,” said Steve 
Rodems, senior partner. “We’re 
a way of helping the students 
make contact with those com-
panies.”

Rodems said he’s seen around 
a 20 to 25 percent increase in cli-
ents this year. He attributes this 
to an already-rising demand 
among college students for 
internships in the last few years, 
as well as a growing concern 
over competition.  

“I think the economy is very 
much on these students’ minds 
right now, and they know if there 
are thousands out of work who 
have years of experience looking 
for jobs, then it must be really 
difficult for students looking for 
internships,” Rodems said. 

Fast Track encourages stu-
dents to first try using university 
career centers, online searches 
and personal connections.

“But if you’ve exhausted those 
three things and are still inter-
ested in getting an internship, 
then we can help students go 
after those unadvertised intern-
ships out there,” Rodems said. 

Boyd said the internship-
hunt may be more stringent than 
usual this year, but the intrinsic 
value of paid or unpaid positions 
can go a long way for a student’s 
future.  

“It’s not too late to get start-
ed,” Boyd said. “But I wouldn’t 
waste another day. The time is 
fast approaching.”

for PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
announced the Baylor team 
had won the Alexander Hamil-
ton Award for first place. Vick 
calls this victory the proudest 
moment in his life.  

Salado graduate student 
Brinn Serbanic was in the mas-
ter’s of Tax program and a mem-
ber of the xTAX team during the 
competition in October. 

She has since graduated, and 
is now working for Deloitte Tax 
in Austin. This was her fourth 
year participating in the xTAX 

competition. 
“When I was a sophomore,” 

she said, “my team won the 
Baylor competition and was 
selected to go to nationals. My 
second year, I was on the win-
ning Baylor team again, but we 
were not selected for nationals. 
My third year, my team won sec-
ond at the Baylor competition. 

Finally, this year, we won 
both the Baylor and national 
competition.”

Winning the competition 
after many years of participat-
ing, Serbanic said, validated all 
of her hard work. 

“PwC’s xTAX competition 
has become such a winning tra-

dition at Baylor,” Serbanic said. 
“Baylor teams have been select-
ed three out of the last five years 
for the national competition. 
We were so proud to be the first 
team to actually bring home the 
trophy for Baylor.”

Serbanic explained that a 
few things set her team apart 
from the other four teams com-
peting for the national title.

“I think the diversity of our 
team enabled us to compliment 
each other’s strengths,” Serban-
ic said.  “Some team members 
were more creative thinkers, 
while others had the technical 
proficiency to mold the ideas 
into a tax solution. The one 

thing we had in common is that 
we trusted each other to come 
through for the team.”  

Both Serbanic and Vick said 
they enjoyed the activities put 
on by PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
and said their experiences out-
side of the presentation room 
made the trip that much more 
enjoyable.

“It was interesting to visit the 
nation’s capital in the midst of 
such an exciting political envi-
ronment,” Serbanic said. “PwC’s 
tax professionals shared a lot of 
fascinating insights about the 
tax effects of various political 
decisions and their predictions 
of the future of our economy.”

TAX from page 1

INTERN from page 1

official recognition. 
Groups must affirm the 

basic tenants of the ‘Statement 
of Common Faith,’ including 
basic Christian beliefs, and 
submit a statement of their 
faith.

“More and more students we 
find are not calling themselves 
Baptist,” Scott said. “And they 
want to find individuals they 
can grow spiritually with.”

CSA set goals and a con-
stitution developed. Goals of 
CSA include bringing aware-
ness of Catholicism on cam-
pus, attracting new members 
to St. Peters Catholic Church 
and increasing membership 
within CSA. 

“Getting CSA chartered was 
in fact a long journey for all 
those involved,” said Melissa 
Rivera, Houston junior and 
CSA president. “We had count-
less meetings regarding what 
we wanted CSA to be and what 
its purpose would be on Bay-
lor’s campus.”

Approval from three student 
departments was a 10-month 
wait. Rivera noted that by the 
time the approval process was 
overwith, everyone at Student 
Activities knew her by name.

CSA hopes to use its on-
campus status to seek out 
Catholics. 

Rivera stated that there 
are several Catholics walking 
around campus who may not 
know about St. Peters. CSA 
desires to let those students 
know they aren’t alone in their 
faith. 

Membership is not depen-
dent on one’s denomination. 
This allows students from 
all different denominations 
to come, learn more about 
Catholicism and fellowship 
with their brothers and sisters 
in Christ.

Rivera described her expe-
rience of being Catholic at a 
Baptist university. 

There are both positive and 
negative aspects, but all seem 
to be advantages for Rivera.  

“The only time it may 
become difficult is when I 
come across certain people, 
students and faculty alike, who 
make assumptions as to what 
Catholics believe and how they 
practice those beliefs,” Rivera 
said. “I believe that being in at 
a Baptist university has caused 
me to know my faith a lot bet-
ter from being asked so many 
questions, which is wonder-
ful.”

George added her own 
thoughts on being Catholic at 
Baylor. 

She wants to accommo-
date others who seek a better 
understanding of Catholicism. 

“It makes you really look 
at your beliefs and know how 
to defend them,” George said. 
“Lots of people of have ques-
tions and it’s good to know 
how to answer them.”

CSA’s charter may bring 
hope for other non-Baptist 
organizations. What does the 
future hold ecumenically for 
Baylor?  

“I would like to think Baylor 
is becoming a lot more ecu-
menical. We saw there was lots 
of room for growth at Baylor 
and we wanted to put our foot 
in the door,” Rivera said.

According to CSA’s site, 
“This is a very exciting time 
for Catholics at Baylor and 
being allowed to spread the 
word and the love of God on 
our beautiful campus.”

CSA will hold it’s first meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 17 in 
room B110 of the Baylor Sci-
ence Building.  

Those interested in more 
information can go to http://
w w w.baylor- cat hol ic .org /
stpeter/Home.html and click 
‘Baylor CSA.’

CHARTER from page 1

occurred.”
“No one should be seek-

ing to trade a vote for such a 
pledge,” Leahy said.

When Cornyn rose to 
announce his vote against 
Holder, he did not make such a 
demand. However, he accused 
the nominee of changing his 

once-supportive position, on 
the need to detain terrorism 
suspects without all the rights 
of the Geneva Convention, to 
one of harshly criticizing Bush 
administration’s counterterror-
ism policies.

“His contrasting positions 
from 2002 to 2008 make me 
wonder if this is the same per-
son,” Cornyn said. “It makes 
me wonder what he truly 

believes.”
Cornyn and Sen. Tom 

Coburn said Holder was hos-
tile to the right of individuals 
to own guns, despite a Supreme 
Court ruling last June affirming 
the right to have weapons for 
self-defense in the home.

Holder said at his confirma-
tion hearings: “I understand 
that the Supreme Court has 
spoken.” But he added that 

some restrictions on guns 
could still be legal.

Holder’s confirmation will 
trigger reviews‚ and changes‚ 
to the most controversial Bush 
administration policies, from 
interrogation tactics to terror-
ism trials and warrantless sur-
veillance.

Those are some of the known 
issues. Even Holder doesn’t 
know what he’ll find when he 

looks at secret memos in the 
Justice Department Office of 
Legal Counsel.

Holder also will likely review 
civil liberties issues including 
warrantless surveillance, and 
he has said he will re-examine 
a ruling by former Attorney 
General Michael Mukasey that 
immigrants facing deportation 
do not have a right to govern-
ment-provided lawyers.

HOLDER from page 1

for two and a half hours to write 
reports. There have been no 
arrests at this time. Waco offi-
cers responded later that day to 
a shooting at 12th Street and La 
Salle Avenue, which were relat-
ed. 

Anita Pere contributed to this 
report.

CRIME from page 1

for PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
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