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TSTC campus fire is fourth blaze in 5 days

Jade Ortego
Staff Writer

Tuesday, a fire was put out in
a house on Texas State Techni-
cal College campus, making the
fourth fire in five days.

At about 11:30 a.m. that
morning, the fire department
received a call.

“The fire was confined
mostly to the exterior and it
was contained on arrival,” said

Assistant Fire Chief Don Yea-
ger. There were no injuries and
damage was minor, he said.

According to Fire Marshal
Jerry Hawk, on Friday night
at 9:20 p.m., a fire broke out at
the abandoned Vittles Restau-
rant on 23T Street and Waco
Drive. The building suffered
only minor damage.

Ataround midnight the same
night, firefighters respond-
ed to a fire at 17th Street and

Washington Avenue, where the
dilapidated Townhouse Hotel
stands.

The fire damaged the inte-
rior and rear wing roof of the
hotel, which had previous fire
damage and interior damage
from years of sitting vacant,
Hawk said.

About four hours later, the
104-year-old Sanger Avenue Ele-
mentary School was in flames.
The three-story building at 18th

Street and Sanger Avenue is “a
total loss,” Hawk said.

“The three wooden floors
and roof (were) consumed in
the fire. The fire also weakened
the brick walls and there is
danger of those walls collaps-
ing,” Hawk said.

The school may be danger-
ous for firefighters to investi-
gate. “The structure is weak-
ened so we'll have to take extra
precautions,” Yeager said.
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It’s like giving candy to a baby ...

David Poe/Reporter

League City freshman Kaitlin Bucher (Front left) and Charlotte, Mich., freshman Jennifer Young pass out Halloween candy in South Russell
Residence Hall during Campus Living and Learning’s Treat Night. Faculty and staff, along with Waco community members, trick or treated in
the residence halls while students passed out candy.

The fires did not exhaust
the resources of the fire depart-
ment, Hawk said.

“The fires were staggered,
meaning only three to five of
the 14 fire stations in Waco
were out at any particular time,”
Hawk said.

The Friday night fires all
happened within a few blocks
of each other.

“The fires are under investi-
gation and the cause is yet to be

determined,” Hawk said.

The Waco Police Department
is working hard to determine
the cause, Yeager said.

When asked if they are
considering arson as a cause,
Yeager said that the nature of
the fires, whether electrical or
chemical or something else, has
to be determined first.

“They’re pretty busy with
the investigation. It’s still pretty
early in the game,” he said.

Sen. Gornyn
campaigns at
Waco luncheon

By Sommer Ingram
Staff writer

In order to encourage early
voting, Sen. John Cornyn, R-Tex-
as, spoke Tuesday at noon at the
McLennan County Republican
Women’s Luncheon.

At the luncheon, Cornyn
addressed 1issues such as
national defense, the economy,
and taxes. He also stressed the
importance of the American
voter in this election.

“He indicated that this is a
crucial time for America and
that this election poses a threat
to the Republican way of life,”
said M.A. Taylor, county chair
of the Republican Party. “For
one thing, we keep hearing this
whole talk about the redistribu-
tion of wealth from Obama —
taking money from those who
have earned it and giving it to
those who haven’t.”

Taylor said that the Republi-
can Party is absolutely against

this.

“Republicans want to see
everyone do well, but not at
the expense of those who have
earned their way of life,” he
said.

Virgin-
ia Taylor,
a mem-
ber of the
Republican
Women of
McLennan
County
said she
already
voted for
Cornyn
and some
points he
made at the luncheon solidified
her decision.

“He made some very good
statements,” she said. “He said
Obama’s resume is paper-thin;
that really struck a chord with

Cornyn

Please see CORNYN, page 4

Safety adjustments made
for homecoming events

By Ashley Erikson
Reporter

After a student was hospital-
ized for a concussion in 2007,
students can expect Freshman
Mass Meeting and the guarding
of the Eternal Flame this year to
be a little different, according to
Baylor Chamber of Commerce.

Though the mass meeting
tradition dates back to 1927, it
is on the verge of being stripped
away from the student body for
good, said Houston junior Tan-
ner Vickers, Chamber’s 2008
Freshman Mass Meeting coor-
dinator.

“It means a lot to this campus
and we feel the tradition should
be salvaged,” Vickers said. “We're
trying to push our opinion that
freshman have lost sight of the
meaning of mass meeting. Stu-

dents have shifted their focus
to stealing this physical flame,
when they should be focusing
on the Immortal Ten.”

Inworkingwith Bayloradmin-
istration, Chamber members
have asked themselves if the tra-
dition needs to be changed com-
pletely, Vickers said. This year,
however, Chamber will attempt
to refocus the student body in an
effort to make the homecoming
events safer.

Security will be increased
thisyear and the curfew is 2 a.m.,
when the flame will be extin-
guished, until 8 a.m. Thursday.

“We've been working really
hard with administration and
community leaders to make
sure that we're all just out here
for fellowship and Baylor spirit,”
said El Paso junior Hayley Gib-
son, the Chamber Homecoming

assistant.

Along with Chamber, the
Baylor Police Department will
be present at the guarding of the
Eternal Flame to ensure student
safety.

“We're very aware of the past
history with this event and steps
have been taken to deal with
situations swiftly and decisive-
ly,” said Baylor Police Chief Jim
Doak. “We just expect students
to display appropriate behavior
and hope that they will”

Vickers said that this year will
be pivotal in deciding the future
of the freshman homecoming
traditions.

“This is a really good oppor-
tunity for the student body to
step up and say they care about
Baylor enough to pass on this
tradition,” he said.

“If students choose to unite

File Photo

Increased security and a curfew will be enforced at this year’s guarding of the
eternal flame, according to the Baylor Chamber of Commerce, due to an inci-
dent last year when a student got a concussion.

for the sake of Baylor spirit, they
should be aware that Baylor
administration and Chamber
members will be keeping a close
watch.

“We're not interested in con-
tinuing a tradition if it gets out
of hand, if that's the case, the
tradition will undergo serious

changes.”

If students’ activities are
deemed dangerous, the Eternal
Flame will be shut down for the
week, he added.

Chamber is focusing on stu-
dent safety and encouraging

Please see SAFETY, page 4

Documentary featured in business ethics week

By Molly MacEwan
Reporter

As part of the three-week
Dale P. Jones Business Ethics
Forum 2008: The Responsi-
bilities of Business-Doing, the
Hankamer School of Business
is presenting two screenings
of the documentary “The Call
of the Entrepreneur,” a film
that presents the story of three
entrepreneurs and their busi-
ness endeavors.

The second showing of the
film will take place from 6:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. tonight in Kay-
ser Auditorium in Hankamer
School of Business.

The theme of the film is
positive, whereas the films in
the forum’s previous years have
focused on controversial issues
such as Enron and WalMart,
said Dr. Mitchell Neubert, the
Chavanne Chair of Christian
Ethics in Business. The film
focuses on the idea that some

people are called to do good
work, like starting a business
and stimulating the economy,

The first is the story of a
struggling dairy farmer who
created a thriving business.

According to the Action
Institute for the Study of Reli-
gion and Liberty Web site, the
farmer “overcame the odds
against him, creating value and
wealth from the dirt under his
feet”

Frank Hanna, a merchant

banker in New York, is the
character in the second piece.
He explains how financial engi-
neering played a crucial role in
the discovery of America and
makes credit more widely avail-
able to entrepreneurs today,
according to the Web site.

“Entrepreneuring is a dash
into hope,” said Jimmy Lai, the
third entrepreneur featured in
the film.

Lai is a refugee from Com-
munist China who fled to Hong

Kong.

“The movie explained how
entrepreneurs transform the
world,” Mexico City junior Ana
Velazquez said. “They take risks
to find solutions. They like chal-
lenges.”

According to Neubert, the
forum started a few years ago,
but only lasted a week with a
few speakers. Three years ago,
the competition and movie

Please see ETHICS, page 4

10-year
bonfire
lawsuit
settled

The Associated Press

COLLEGE STATION - Texas
A&M University agreed Tues-
day to pay $2.1 million to settle
a lawsuit over the collapse of
a bonfire tower that killed 12
people and injured dozens more
nearly a decade ago.

The families of four students
killed and several of those who
were injured sued university
administrators and construction
contractors hired to help build
the 59-foot-tall tower of logs that
fell apart in November 1999.

After the collapse, the uni-
versity prohibited students from
building the bonfire on its prop-
erty — a tradition for the Texas
A&M-Texas football game going
back to 1909. Since then, the fire
has been held off campus by stu-
dents and alumni.

Under the settlement reached
Tuesday in Brazos County court,
the university agreed to pay $2.1
million to the victims and their
families and to have engineering
oversight if the university ever
decides to allow future bonfires
on campus. University spokes-
man Jason Cook said the univer-
sity will pay $500,000, with the

Please see LAWSUIT, page 4
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BU should take kicking cue from Texas Tech

I can see the flyers now.

“Calling all people with feet,”
they would have said. “Baylor
University would like to give you
a full scholarship to kick on the
football team.

“Poor kicking acceptable, but
the ability to make extra points
more often than not is a plus.”

Of course these fliers don't
really exist, but it could be easy
to think they did, judging from
Baylor kickers’ performances this
year.

Freshman kicker Ben “All-
Star” Parks has the worst PAT per-
centage of any of the kickers in
the Big 12 Conference. A blocked
extra point and a 19-yard field
goal attempt that dinged off the
upright in Saturday’s 32-20 loss

to Nebraska are the latest evi-
dence in the case against Parks.

At the moment, the most
compelling case for Parks seems
to be that sophomore kicker
Shea Brewster is even worse. Few
people who profess themselves
to be kickers can miss a 35-yard
field goal by simply failing to
send the ball past the end zone
as he did against TCU last year,
but Brewster’s inadequacies are
hardly reason to keep Parks on
the top of the depth chart.

So if Parks can’t kick consis-
tently, and neither can Brewster,
who’s left to fill the position?

Probably a number of peo-
ple.

Here is a situation where
Baylor should take a page from

BY JOE HOLLOWAY

the Texas Tech playbook, which
had tried out two different kick-
ers before going a different direc-
tion.

Sophomore Tarleton State
transfer Matt Williams kicked all
nine of the Raiders’ extra points
in their 62-21 rout of Kansas over
the weekend. There’s nothing
really shocking about that. Extra
points have their name for a rea-
son. They are supposed to be

freebies, rewards tacked on after
the team has already done most
of the hard work that resulted in
the touchdown.

But faced with a dearth of tal-
ent at their place kicker position,
the Raiders enlisted Williams
after he kicked a 30-yard field
goal to win a year of free rentin a
promotion for Lynnwood Town-
homes during halftime of Tech’s
game against the University of
Massachusetts.

Idon’tsee any reason the Bears
couldn’t do the same thing,

There’s bound to be someone
on campus capable of kicking
extra points and, who knows,
maybe even a field goal or two.

Of course NCAA rules
wouldn’t allow Baylor to procure

any sort of free rent in turn for
kicks, but an open kicking com-
petition wouldn’t be out of the
question. To the winner would
go all the glory that goes with
being able to consistently send
a ball off of one’s foot from the
2-yard line high enough to avoid
the outstretched arms of defend-
ers and straight enough to split
the ever-looming uprights.

Brewster is simply taking up
a scholarship, one for which far
more capable athletes would no
doubt have appreciated. Parks,
who I do not accuse of lacking
a leg, can still handle the kick-
offs.

But I would let Parks and the
theoretical newcomer battle for
field goal duties. After all, kick-

ers have been known to be easily
rattled.

Texas Tech defensive coor-
dinator Ruffin McNeil said that
Williams was calm the first night
he came to practice with the
team.

“As calm as he was that night,
he was today,” he said of Wil-
liams’ performance against the
Jayhawks.

That’s a calm Parks may not
possess but that Baylor needs.
As a freshman, he’s got plenty of
time to prove otherwise, but until
then, those flyers might not be
such a bad idea.

Joe Holloway is a senior jour-
nalism major from Marshall and
is a sports writer for The Baylor
Lariat.

A recent billboard located
at the New Road exit of Inter-
state-35 has created controversy
in Waco. The board reads, “ The
Murder Rate Is Up!” followed by
“Waco is the 7th most violent
city in Texas,” and is funded by
the Waco Police Association.

The Police Association paid
for the sign to warn Wacoans
and travelers of the violent
crime in the city. It collected the
statistics from its 2006 study,
which is consistent with the
FBI's findings of the same year.

According to its Web site,
the association feels that fund-
ing for the police is not ade-
quate, and the city council isn’t
allowing the group to voice its
complaints. The association
chose to erect the sign to make
the Waco citizens aware of the
murder rate and the perceived
need for increased funding

Although the association has
legitimate reason to warn pass-
ers-by and citizens, a billboard
on the highway is more harmful
than helpful.

The information came from
the group’s own study, which
is nearly a year old. Although
an annual study isn’t feasible,

Editorial

Murder rate sign
can harm Waco’s
economy

the 2006 study cost $25,000, it
should be noted that the group
waited an entire year before
publishing the information on
the highway. Because the num-
bers are from 2006, it may be,
as of today, inaccurate to label
Waco as the 7th most violent
city in Texas. This is deceiving,
especially if the numbers have
changed.

Many people pass through
Waco on a daily basis. A signifi-
cant portion travels to Waco as
a destination, spending money
that the city wouldn’t normally
receive. For example, the Waco
Convention Center held 346
events in 2007, which contrib-
uted nearly $24 million to the
local economy.

Add to that number other
tourist attractions, such as the
Texas Sports Hall of Fame,
the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame
and Museum, the Dr Pepper
Museum, Cameron Park and
Cameron Park Zoo, and the
tourism impact could well go
beyond $24 million. It would
be a large economic hit to the
City of Waco if people stopped
planning events in the city or
visiting city attractions.
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Also, sporting events are a
major source of income. Every
year, Waco is the home of near-
ly all Region II and III tourna-
ments of the University Inter-
scholastic League, the govern-
ing body for public high school
athletics. Waco is also the home
for the Little League baseball
regionals, and, of course, Baylor
athletics.

The city, which is located at
the edge of each UIL sanction
region, could easily lose the
rights to these events if families
feel that their children are at
risk during these tournaments
because of the perceived preva-
lence of violent crime.

Waco also holds claim to

Waco [.S.D. Stadium, which
is easily the nicest stadium
within a 150-mile radius. Not
only does it support both Waco
high schools, but it consistently
draws 10 to 15 pre-district and
playoff games. At $5 per ticket,
the proceeds can mount quick-
ly and provide a good source of
income for the school district.
Since coaches select which field
to use, those that see the bill-
board or hear rumors about the
city could choose not to play
in Waco — especially since the
billboard sits right on the exit to
the stadium, where every coach,
player and parent will see it.
Baylorwould also be exposed
to lost revenue. Traveling fans

will be less likely to visit Waco,
and even less likely to spend
money at Waco establishments
if they feel that their lives could
be in danger.

Finally, Baylor could suffer in
non-athletic areas as well. Right
now, prospective high school
seniors are searching for a uni-
versity to attend for the next
four years. Those considering
Baylor, and their parents, might
think twice before applying to
a university in a crime-riddled
city.

The Waco Police Associa-
tion would be well advised to
remove the billboard and find
another way to push for more
police funding,

Opinion policy

The Baylor Lariat welcomes
reader viewpoints through let-
ters to the editor and guest col-
umns.

Opinions expressed in the
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of the Baylor administration, the
Baylor Board of Regents or the
Student Publications Board.

Letters to the editor should
include the writer’s name, major,
graduation year, phone number
and student identification num-
ber. Non-student writers should
include their address. Letters
that focus on an issue affecting
students or faculty may be con-
sidered for a guest column at the
editor’s discretion.
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to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu or
mailed to The Baylor Lariat, One
Bear Place #97330, Waco, TX
76798-7330.

The Baylor Lariat is commit-
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rate reporting and will correct
errors of substance on Page 2.
Corrections can be submitted to
the editor by sending an e-mail
to Lariat_letters@baylor.edu or
by calling 254-710-4099.

A subscription to the Lariat
costs $45 for two semesters.
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TX, 76798-7330 or e-mail Lar-
iat_ads@baylor.edu. Visa, Dis-
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changes to above address.

College builds character that

Life is just a cycle of seasons.
As the weather shifts from the
humid and sticky months of
August into the crisp season of
fall, T am reminded that every-
thing is changing. Our biggest
goals of reading every book,
perfecting every foreign accent
and getting enough sleep are
long gone. However, despite our
best intentions, we all have been
tempted by the lure of the easy
way out.

This season of change is prov-
ing to be especially true in my
life. I am tying up the lose ends
of my undergraduate basics and
moving on to my actual field of
interest.

The balancing act between
our social and academic lives is
forever becoming more difficult,

and I find myself scrambling to
reorganize my schedule.

[ am facing serious decisions
about the rest of my life. Even
the smallest details are becoming
more and more important in the
planning of my future — every-
thing from what details to put on
a resume to which professors to
ask for recommendations take on
a greater importance with each
passing day.

Sometimes the amount of
decisions we are presented with
is overwhelming,

But college is not just about
learning the facts or becoming
an expert in your future field
of work, but, rather, it is about
learning how to live.

We are expected to read com-
plex novels, write intricate papers

BY KATE WILLIAMS

and recite biology facts off of the
top of our heads. But, at the end
of the day, what really matters is
how we lived our lives, together
and with one another.

The college experience can
not be fully lived out unless we
learn the simple lessons of how
to relate to one another, build
close friendships and rely on
community in times of difficulty.

I find myself understanding
that I can not handle all of this

will help shape life decisions

alone. Learning to turn to the
people who know me best for
guidance has proven to be my
most cherished lesson from this
year.

While I am aware that learning
the nature of salacious oozes is
important, it somehow does not
compare to relating to a friend
going through a difficult break-
up, because I have been there. We
all have been there. At the end of
the day, isn’t the most rewarding
feeling knowing you made a dif-
ference in someone else’s life?

But especially in this time of
change I find it meaningful to
reflect back on all of the growth
that has occurred this year.

[ have begun to see the lessons
learned during my freshman year
playing a role in the opinions I

currently hold. Living in a dorm
never seemed so special, until
now. Learning to consider the
way some people cook their eggs
or how they have a non-negotia-
ble need to down a very strong
cup of coffee before they even
consider your existence taught
me a lot.

I understand that relating to
someone comes from seeking
common ground. Digging to the
core of someone and finding out
what makes them tick is a true art
form. And I am just beginning to
paint that canvas; luckily I have
had help from many artists.

Somehow, at the end of my
four years at Baylor, I know it will
all come together. The latest gos-
sip will fade and that bad grade
will be a distant memory. But

right now, the most important
reminder of how unique the col-
lege years are is the reminder that
in the end it is the character you
build now that will shape your
decisions for the rest of your life.

However, even as life inevita-
bly shifts into its many seasons,
the lessons we learn in college:
patience, compassion, humor,
and perhaps most importantly,
trust, will continue to serve as
beacons of light during the many
coming storms. Perhaps it is by
recognizing that which we have
overcome are we truly able to
enjoy this season, for we know
that our better selves lie just on
the other side.

Kate Williams is a sophomore
political science and journalism
major from Thousand Oaks, Calif.
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BEAR BRIEFS

ITS will present a BearAware
event at 2:30 p.m. today in
103 Cashion Academic Cen-
ter. Chris Thompson from the
FBI Cyber Crimes Division will
present the latest trends in
cyber crime, discuss national
security threats and explore
high-tech security issues.
For more information, contact
Carl_Flynn@baylor.edu.

The ONE Campaign Bus will
be on campus from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. today at Fountain Mall.
There will be free T-shirts,
bands and information for stu-
dents interested in joining the
ONE poverty campaign. For
more information, contact Jus-
tin_Kralemann@baylor.edu.

Baylor University Health
Center is sponsoring flu shot
clinics from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
today in 308 McLane Student
Life Center and from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Thursday at the Com-
munity Center of North Village.
The cost is $20 and can be
billed to student accounts.

CONTACT US

Editor 710-4099
Newsroom 710-1712
Sports 710-6357
Entertainment 710-7228
Advertising 710-3407

Music department to recreate
Halloween during organ recital

By Courtney Webb
Reporter

Shrieks and screams are the
typical sounds of Halloween,
but this holiday the sounds are
much sweeter.

The students in the organ
department of the Baylor Music
School are seeking to transform
the traditional way of celebrat-
ing Halloween.

The department will present
their 17th annual Halloween
Organ Recital 9:00 p.m. tonight
in the Jones Concert Hall. This
event is free of charge.

The recital will have a spooky
Halloween theme and will offer
a different activity from the cus-
tomary Halloween activities,
such as haunted houses and
trick-or-treating.

“There are some new songs
for those who have attended in
previous years — such as the
theme from Star Wars — but of
course we will have the tradi-
tional pieces that we play every
year, like Haunted House in D
minor,” said Dr. Joyce Jones, pro-
fessor of music and organist in
residence.

Students performing will
dress up in costumes and per-

Associated Press

Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel runs for a first down during the first quar-
ter of an NCAA college football game Saturday in Columbia, Mo. Baylor will
play against Missouri at 2 p.m. Saturday at Floyd Casey Stadium.

New Campus Kitchen to feed Waco's hungry

By Molly MacEwan
Reporter

Soon, excess food from cam-
pus cafeterias will have a bet-
ter destination than the trash
can. Baylor University Campus
Kitchens, or BUCK, was char-
tered Oct. 15. The project will
take leftover food to feed to the
hungry in Waco.

Campus Kitchens is a nation-
al non-profit organization. Its
mission is to be “an emerging
leader in community service
for students and resourceful
anti-hunger programs for com-
munities around the country,”
according to its Web site. Baylor
is the first Texas site for the pro-
gram.

Plano senior and coordina-
tor of BUCK Abby Williams said
she found out about the pro-
gram while on a trip to Wash-
ington and Lee University in
Lexington, Va., as part of the
Baylor Interdisciplinary Poverty
[nitiative.

Williams, along with Hewitt
master’s candidate Sheena
Smith and Oklahoma City,
Okla., sophomore Anna Imose,
learned about a similar program
called D.C. Kitchens.

“The D.C. Kitchens train stu-
dents in how to prepare and
move the food,” said Dr. Gaynor
Yancey, professor and associ-

ate dean of the School of Social
Work. “They also teach the peo-
ple how to turn it into a job.”

The BUCK project will have
a trial run on Dec. 5 and Dec.
19 in south Waco, said Flor
Avellaneda, a McGregor senior
in the Master’s of Social Work
program.

They are having a kick-off
event at the BoBo Spiritual Life
Center Nov. 12 for interested
students, and student recruit-
ment starts Nov. 17, she said.

The program is open to
students of all academic dis-
ciplines. Avellaneda said the
program will go into full effect
in the spring with distribution
sites around Waco.

“We hope to have regular
feeding sites, cooking and deliv-
ery shifts on at least a weekly
basis,” Williams said.

Aramark will provide the
excess food taken from each
cafeteria.

BUCK will also collaborate
with the Waco Restaurant Asso-
ciation, Caritas, the McLennan
County Food Coalition and
perhaps the Capital Area Food
Bank in Austin, Yancey said.
“All the food is usable, edible
and leftovers that are normally
thrown away,” she said. “Ulti-
mately, we want to get the Waco
community involved through
food drives.”

form traditional frightening
Halloween music.

The Halloween music will
include “quintessential BVack
Toccata and Fugue in D minor,
to funny Halloween tunes com-
prised of Danse Macabre, com-
plete with dancing skeletons
and a hilarious spoof by P.D.Q.
Back Toot Suite,” Jones said.

During the recital, beware
of a familiar horror character to
make an appearance — Alfred
Hitchcock.

Richardson graduate student
James Kimmel will appear on
stage “standing in profile, wear-
ing a tux with a pillow tucked
under his costume, and will
say in a deep, monotone voice,
‘Good Evening,” Jones said.

“The production is a depart-
ment recital, but it’s a fun pro-
duction with some serious organ
playing,” Kimmel said. “A lot of
kids come and sometimes candy
is passed around.”

The Halloween Organ Recital
isnotyour typical “sit-there-and-
watch” performance concert,
Kimmel said. It’s an interactive,
family-fun event.

“It you go to any recital this
year hosted by the School of
Music, it should be this one,”

By Garrett Turner
Sports Writer

When skimming through
Halloween costumes this year,
look no further than dressing
up as Chase Daniel, the Univer-
sity of Missouri’s all-star quar-
terback.

It will be a reality-check for
the Bears this Saturday when
Daniel brings one of the most
feared offenses in the nation to
Floyd Casey Stadium.

Daniel, the reigning Big 12
Offensive Player of the Year,
has already thrown 23 touch-
downs this season, and seven
of those touchdowns have gone
to sophomore wide receiver Jer-
emy Maclin.

Daniel and Maclin have
already connected 58 times for
800 yards and they have moti-
vated the offense even more,
after blanking the University of
Colorado last Saturday 58-0.

Baylor head coach Art Briles
is aware of this scary duo.

“You would like to contain
them both, but that’s pretty
tough,” Briles said. “Maclin is
kind of a Reggie Bush. When
drafting, you look at this guy
as a running back but also a
return person, so he’s going
to touch the ball a bunch. You
got to know where he’s at and
what he’s doing because every
time he touches the ball, which
theyre going to make sure he
does it, he’s awfully productive
with it

Returning home

After two discouraging road
losses, Briles thinks it will be
good to come back home and
play in front of the home crowd.

Another goal of the organiza-
tion is to expand the program
into nutrition classes and job
training.

“Campus Kitchens is a part-
nership around good to help the
needy,” Yancey said. “There is
a great need for programs like
this in Waco. It is the fifth poor-
est city in Texas with an adult
poverty rate between 26 and 27
percent. Itrises to 31 percent for
children.”

According to the National
Census Bureau, the national
poverty rate in 2006 was less
than half that, at 12.6 percent.

BUCK will bring the needs of

Kimmel said.

Last year the Halloween
Organ Recital drew a crowd of
600, he said.

“The best part is seeing the
audience dressed up, and wit-
nessing theirresponses through-
out the show,” he said. “They
laugh, they clap —everyone just
gets right into the show.”

The majority of the students
playing are performance and
piano majors.

“It’s fun to show off the organ
in a fun way,” Double Oak fresh-
man Matthew J. Pool said. “I'd
like to remove the organ’s drab
stereotype.”

Along with other perfor-
mances, Pool will be performing
the Danse Macabre and Horn-
pipe Humoresque.

Audience members are
encouraged to attend the recital
in a Halloween costume.

In order to avoid conflicts
with Baylor’s homecoming, the
department opted to have the
recital earlier in the week at a
late hour, Jones said.

There has been a Hallow-
een concert almost every year,
except the one year the silent
movie “Phantom of the Opera”
was shown instead, Jones said.

The Bears end their two-game
road trip this Saturday.

“We're excited about Satur-
day’s homecoming game, going
with all the activities like the
pep rally Friday night and the
parade Saturday,” Briles said.
“Hopefully a big win on the
football field will follow against
avery fine Missouri team.”

It seems the Bears face the

“We can’t stand around
while we watch everyone
else getting good.”

Art Briles
Head Coach

daunting task of getting wins
from “very fine” opponents
every week because they have
the bad fortune of residing in
this season’s prominent confer-
ence, the Big 12.

Big 12 teams are making
leaps and bounds in improv-
ing their programs and Briles
doesn’'t want to be left behind.

“Every time you line up in the
Big 12, youre going to have a
good opponent,” Briles said. “If
you're going to run in this pack,
you have to be abad dog because
if you're not, you're going to
get left behind. We can’t stand
around while we watch every-
one else getting good,” he said.
“We have to continue to grow
as a football program, a football
team and as a staff because the
rest aren’t slowing down.”

Bears showing improvement
The Bears’ bad fortune can
make it hard to see the statisti-

the hungry to meet with willing-
ness of Baylor students to posi-
tively support the Waco com-
munity.

The program is entirely run
by students.

The School of Social Work
is partnering graduate students
with undergraduate students.

The two groups are divided
into three teams to work with
different aspects of the pro-
gram.

“They are learning how to
work in groups, be a team, be a
leader, write grants, work on PR,
research and network,” Yancey
said.
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Valley Mills senior April Langston (left) and Derby, Kan. sophomore Sami
Froncek play the “Turkish March” written by Ludwig Van Beethoven. The stu-
dents will preform this song at the Halloween Organ Recital tonight.

Bears gear up for tough homecoming game against Missouri

cal improvements from this sea-
son compared to last season.

In fact, the Bears have made
their own leaps and bounds.

Take last year’s offensive pro-
duction, in which they ranked
last in the Big 12 in scoring
offense, at 13.5 points per game
compared to this season’s scor-
ing offense, at 20.5 points per
game.

The defense also has
improved from last season
when they ranked No. 11 in the
Big 12 in total defense at 502.9
yards per game compared to
this year, when the defense is
No. 8 in the conference, allow-
ing 451.2 yards per game.

These improvements will
have to show up this Saturday
against a Missouri team that
Briles said is going at a high
level.

‘I definitely think this a
team Missouri has been waiting
on for a couple of years,” Briles
said. “They have a lot of peo-
ple back. They've been a com-
petitive, good every year. Now
they’ve grown to a level where
they’re a championship team.”

The Bears pass defense, cur-
rently ranked No. 6 in the Big
12, has held its own.

The defensive game plan
will start with pressure from up
front, which gives junior defen-
sive end Jason Lamb and his fel-
low linemen more opportunities
to make a better impact.

“The pass rush up front is so
important,” Lamb said. “If we're
getting pressure on Chase and
not letting him get comfortable,
(it) will take a lot of pressure off
our secondary and linebackers.

Missouri has a much heavi-
er passing offense and being
defensive linemen, “we love

that,” Lamb said.

“It gives us more opportu-
nities for sacks and hitting the
quarterback, which is always
what we want to do,” he said.

The importance of this game
is undeniable for a team that is
still fighting for bowl eligibility
despite a tough loss last week-
end.

Freshman quarterback Rob-
ert Griffin said they can't live in
the past.

“You have to (let it go),” Briles
said. “If you don’t, you're going
to be living in the past and it’s
going to affect you. You have to
show up to every game with a
new mindset. Even if you win
a game, you can’t think the
momentum is going to carry on
to the next game. You have to
create your own momentum in
the game.”

Quick Facts

+ Baylor offensive tackle
Jordan Hearvey suffered an
anterior cruciate ligament
tear against the University of
Nebraska Saturday. He will
miss the rest of the season.

+ Baylor’s 19 rushing scores
are the most scored in one
season since 1985.

¢ Quarterback Robert Griffin is
the second leading
freshman rusher in the Big 12,
behind Colorado’s
Rodney Stewart.
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CORNYN from page 1

me. I'm glad he came. Texas is
a big state and for him to have
time to stop in Waco means a
lot to us.”

In an e-mail to The Lariat,
Cornyn said Baylor students
should vote for him because of
the values he represents.

“I am reapplying for the
job of U.S. Senator because I
believe I am able to effectively
bring traditional Texas values
to Washington, where they are
badly needed,” Cornyn said.
“When Texans vote this year,
they’ll be making important
decisions about our future.
Our state is generally prosper-
ous, but we're not immune to
adverse national trends. We
need change — but we must
make certain it’s the right kind
of change.”

He also said he believes
he can help repair the broken
trust between the government

and the people that has result-
ed from the economic crisis.

“One problem is the cul-
ture in Washington. There’s
far too much partisan bicker-
ing, and far too few common
sense solutions. I'm doing my
best to change that,” Cornyn
said. “If Texans honor me with
re-election to the U.S. Senate, I
will continue working to pro-
tect the values that make Texas
great. I will push for greater
transparency in government
and integrity from our public
servants. [ will seek to limit the
size and reach of government. I
will reduce taxes and unneces-
sary regulations whenever pos-
sible. I will work to get govern-
ment off peoples’ backs so free
enterprise can work — and all
Texans can achieve their God-
given potential.”

Cornyn has been a dynamic
voice for Texas at the national
level since his election to the
U.S. Senate in 2002.

He serves as the top Repub-
lican on the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s Immigration, Refugees
and Border Security subcom-
mittee and the Armed Services
Committee’s Airland subcom-
mittee.

Cornyn said he played a
vital part in border security
and that he continuously works
to bring about broader reforms
of the immigration system.

Cornyn was selected by
his colleagues to serve on the
five-person Republican Senate
leadership team in December
2006.

He has also received various
accolades, including the Bor-
der Texan of the Year Award,
the Texas Association of Busi-
ness’s Fighter for Free Enter-
prise Award, and more.

Before his election to the
Senate, Cornyn served as
Texas Attorney General, Texas
Supreme Court Justice, and
Bexar County District Judge.

LAWSUIT from page 1

remaining money coming from
its insurers.

“My clients are very satis-
fied with the settlement. It rep-
resents an important step in
the case, which provides some
measure of justice — albeit
inadequate — and equally or
more importantly, provides
the commitment by A&M to
bring about professional engi-
neering oversight,” said Darrell
Keith, an attorney for two of
the injured and four families of
participants who were killed.

Students and alumni fiercely
defend the long-standing tradi-
tion, and Keith said his clients
don’t oppose an on-campus
bonfire.

“My clients believe the bon-
fire is a strong and great tradi-

tion at A&M and are hoping it
can be restored, provided it’s
under professional engineer-
ing oversight,” he said.

A&M President Elsa Mura-
no, who took over earlier this
year, said in a statement that
no decision would be made on
whether to allow the bonfire
back on campus until she has
discussed the collapse with
those most affected by it and
reviewed the event’s history.

“It is our hope that today’s
announcement will help pro-
vide some closure to the tragic
event for these individuals,
as well as for the entire Aggie
family, and certainly including
those who were injured,” she
said.

The school had fought the
lawsuit, claiming the adminis-
trators were immune from such

suits, but a court of appeals
allowed the lawsuit to con-
tinue, and the A&M Board of
Regents authorized the settle-
ment Monday.

Tuesday’s settlement fol-
lows one in 2004 against stu-
dent leaders who helped orga-
nize the bonfire, known as
the “red pots,” totaling about
$6 million. Those claims were
paid through the homeowner’s
insurance policies of their par-
ents.

Claims against the con-
struction firm that provided a
crane and the crane operators
are still pending; the univer-
sity is a third-party defendant
in those cases.

Keith said he expects the
case against the remaining
defendants to be set for trial
next year.

Texas House campaigns get
large funding from parties

By Jay Root and April Castro
he Associated Press

AUSTIN - Democrats are
pouring money into their
effort to take back the Texas
House, but powerful Speaker
Tom Craddick is dipping into
his own multi-million dollar
campaign account to shore up
his ever-thinning Republican
majority.

Craddick’s spending — at
least $720,000 — helped give
the GOP an edge in most of
the 15 hotly contested House
races The Associated Press is
tracking, but Democrats were
keeping it competitive and
spending much more than in
previous years.

At least two state Senate
races are in play, even if control
of the chamber isn’t. One of
them, in Fort Worth, has seen
combined spending approach
an unusually high $2.3 million
since Sept. 26, according to
campaign reports due a week
before the Nov. 4 election.

Fueled by wealthy trial
lawyers, the Texas Democrat-
ic Trust went through all but
$232 of its vast bank account,
shelling out $2.1 million over
the last month alone — five
times more than the $420,000
it spent during the same period
two years ago.

The trust gave about
$200,000 to the House Demo-
cratic Campaign Committee
and about $1.5 million to the

Texas Democratic Party.

Craddick, the first Repub-
lican speaker since the Civil
War era, has increased his burn
rate significantly in the waning
days of the election.

The new reports show he
donated $500,000 to the GOP-

aligned Stars Over Texas com-
mittee, and another $220,000
to the Republican Party of
Texas.

“There’s clearly a lot of late
money moving through both
sides,” said Jeff Crosby, a con-
sultant to several Democratic
House candidates. “It’s not
atypical for money to move late
in the campaigns, but there
seem to be more zeros on the
checks this year.”

The Stars Over Texas com-
mittee, to which Craddick is
the largest contributor, focused
their contributions on the most
competitive races in the state,
including $200,000 to Arling-
ton Republican Rep. Bill Zedler.
The seat is seen as one of the
most likely pick-up opportuni-
ties for Democrats.

Zedler, who has outspent
Democrat Chris Turner, also
picked up almost $70,000 in
cash from Texans for Law-
suit Reform as well as almost
$60,000 in in-kind mail contri-
butions.

Stars Over Texas also gave
$125,000 to Bryan Daniel, a
Republican from Round Rock
vying to fill the seat being left
open by Republican incumbent
Rep. Mike Krusee.

In the money race, Daniel
was trailing Democrat Diana
Maldonado.

Craddick, who beat back
two attempts to overthrow him
from his speaker’s post last
year, has a Democratic oppo-
nent in his Midland district for
the first time in years.

While not expected to lose
the solidly Republican district,
the powerful speaker is fight-
ing mightily to be re-elected as
leader of the House when the
Legislature reconvenes in Janu-

A Democratic majority — or
even a small-scale loss of some
of his allies — could mean a
new speaker will be elected to
the next two-year term.

Republicans now have a
79-71 majority in the House,
so Democrats would need a net
gain of five seats to take over.
When Craddick took control in
2003, his party had a 26-seat
advantage.

A four-seat gain would leave
the House at a 75-75 tie, poten-
tially sparkingleadership fights
and policy gridlock in the Leg-
islature.

Republicans control all
statewide offices and both
chambers of the Legislature,
so winning back the speaker’s
post or any major state office
would be a major victory.
Despite Democrats’ optimism,
this won’t be easy.

Republican consultant Eric
Bearse said candidates in the
hottest races — even if one of
them has more dough than the
other — are pulling in enough
money to keep their campaigns
competitive.

“Both sides are spending a
king’s ransom to win as many
seats as possible,” Bearse said.
“That’s been evident based on
all the advertising of late, even
before the actual reports were
filed.”

In Houston, Democrat Chris
Bell, who ran for governor in
2006, spent almost $600,000
in his race for the state Sen-
ate seat vacated by Republican
Kyle Janek.

Bell outspent all five of his
opponents in the election.

The contest falls on Nov.
4 but operates under special
election rules and features two
Democrats and four Republi-
cans.

ETHICS from page 1

night were added.

“The Call of the Entrepre-
neur” was first shown Tuesday
and due to the large turnout,
was scheduled for a second
showing. Neubert estimated
that 300 people would turn out
to see the film.

Dr. David Allen, director of
the John F. Baugh Center for
Entrepreneurship, introduced
the movie and asked the audi-
ence to watch it while “think-
ing about the mandate God
has given us as stewards to the
Earth.”

Popcorn and soda will be
served, Neubert said. The ethics

forum started Oct. 22 with the
Baylor Ethical Leadership Inter-
nal Case Competition Kick-Off
and has included speakers Cae-
sar Molebatsi and Ken Eldred,
who spoke for Bottom-up
Approaches to Global Poverty.
“The movie fits in well for the
middle of the forum,” Neubert
said. “Entrepreneurship has a
role in alleviating poverty.”
Ethics officers will be in
classrooms Oct. 29 and 30, and
starting on Nov. 6 is the MBA
National Case Competition in
Ethical Leadership. Also on Nov.
6 is the announcement of the
Internal Business Ethics Case
competition winners. Addition-
ally, the Business 1301 student
competition, Ethics Slam! will

be held and that night. Dan
Sanders, Chief Executive Officer
of United Supermarkets L.L.C,
will speak from 7:30 p.m. to 9
p.m. on the 5th floor of Cashion
Academic Center.

A Corporate Social Responsi-
bilities Roundtable will be held
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on the 5th
floor of Cashion Academic Cen-
ter.

The winners of the MBA
National Case Competition
in Ethical Leadership will be
announced at 2:45 during the
event.

“The purpose of this years
ethics forum was to promote the
idea that ethics is not just about
avoiding evil, but applying val-
ues to business,” Neubert said.

SAFETY from page 1

unity, but the group hopes that
setting regulations will not take
away from the experience, Vick-
ers said.

“Itis never our intent to assert
ourselves over the student body
or come across as taking the fun
out of an event,” he said. “We

just want students to guard their
hearts and show their dedication
to Baylor.”

Vickers said that groups who
have instigated dangerous behav-
ior in the past have been working
cooperatively with Chamber to
make safety a top priority.

Freshman Mass Meeting starts
at 10 p.m. Wednesday in Waco

Hall, followed by the guarding of
the Eternal Flame on Fountain
Mall.

“We're just looking for people
to stand, watch and grow from
mass meeting,” Vickers said.
“The Immortal ten story should
be the main event. The unity in
hanging out with friends should
come second.”

Toss another wood palette on the fire

Austin sophomore Dakota Farquhar—Caddell makes a pile of palettes to set up for the bonfire for home-
coming Tuesday at Fountain Mall. The bonfire will start at 9:30 p.m. Friday night.
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