BAYLOR IN ARGENTINA(FAQs

Where is the program located? 
The program is located in Mendoza, Argentina. Mendoza is a prosperous province on the western border of Argentina with Chile. It has just over a million and a half  inhabitants, about a million of  whom reside in the greater Mendoza City area. Mendoza City is 3, 000 feet above sea level and has a moderate to hot climate. 

How old is the program?
The program was brought to Baylor University by Dr. Joan Supplee and based on the exchange model she established between Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia and the Universidad Nacional de Cuyo. It is Baylor(s oldest and most successful exchange program in South America. The initial exchange agreement was signed in 1995 and has been regularly renewed since that time. We sent our first students in 1997 and received our first students in 1999. 

What is our exchange university? 

Our exchange university is with the Universidad Nacional de Cuyo. The university is a public university founded in 1939 designed to serve the provinces of Mendoza, San Juan and San Luis (Cuyo region). It has 19,000 students and includes 11 schools (facultades) including one located in the city of San Rafael.  Among those schools are: Art, Agronomy, Engineering, Economics, Medicine, Law, Education, Humanities, Social Sciences, Dentistry. It grants Bachelor(s, Master(s and Doctoral degrees. Its president (Rector) is a member of the National Board of Education. Our closest exchange is with the School of Humanities, whose Dean is an Historian. We have also worked with Economics and Social Sciences. For our Intensive summer program we work with the Center for Spanish as a Foreign Language (CELE) within the School of Humanities. 

What programs do we have with UNC? 
We have a summer immersion language program and a semester/year non-currency based exchange program. In the summer program we have sent over  100 students since the summer of 1997. 

In our exchange program, we have sent over 25 students and received 10 since 2001. Currently, we have two students finishing Fall 06 in Mendoza, and we have one exchange student in residence here. Our students have taken classes in the Schools of Humanities, Social Sciences, Medicine, and Economics. Our Mendozan exchange students have taken classes in the Business School, Arts and Sciences and Education. 

Where do students live? Health and Safety Issues

All of our students live in family homes that are selected and vetted by the School of Humanities. They have a person who handles all of these arrangements whose office is in the president(s suite. All students have access to the Student Health Center on campus and the CELE office also handles all special requests. If a student falls ill during the exchange, a CELE member will accompany them to the doctor(s office. If a student falls ill during the summer program, I will accompany them to the doctor(s office. Mendoza as a city and a province is one of the safest in Argentina which has a low crime rate overall. Students receive an orientation on safety at the start of every program. 

What parts of the exchange still need developing?

We have signed a general agreement with the current Rector Dra. María Victoria Gómez de Erice called a Convenio Marco, but we need to sign individual agreements with each of the schools (facultades) with which we work. We have a draft for the Humanities School that we should move on because the Dean is very supportive and he would like to have this special agreement in place in his school first. Once this is in place, we can move to the other schools. This will make our exchange run more smoothly in all parts, but it will particularly help the exchange students from Mendoza get proper credit for their work at Baylor. 

Second, we need to make some progress on a faculty exchange. There have been several attempts, but no success. I think the International Education office needs to be more engaged in this process to help work out the details on Baylor(s end. Details such as living arrangements, campus privileges,  departmental homes, etc. 

